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Skaters present “Through the Year”

“In Summer”.  The Club’s STARSkaters - Avarie Conacher, Ava Beuker, Quinn Williams, Ciara Conacher, Jada Kajner, Emeri Simonar, and 
Maya Doucette.

The Spiritwood Skating Club present-
ed their annual carnival.  This year the 
theme was “Through the Year”, with the 
various groups and soloists presenting a 
total of 19 performances to specially cho-
sen music.

Of course, the young CanSkaters were 
the show-stealers, as they demonstrated 
the skills that they have leaned and im-
proved upon over the course of the sea-
son.

The program included solos by Avarie 
Conacher, Maya Doucette, Ava Beuker, 

Emeri Simonar, Ciara Conacher, Quinn 
Williams and Jada Kajner.  As well, they 
performed group numbers both before 
and after the intermission.

These young skaters are the Club’s 
Program Assistants.  They were all pre-
sented with gifts following the carnival 
in appreciation for their work with the 
younger skaters over the course of the 
season.  PA’s recognized but not on the 
ice included Tesa Tipton and Danica 
Laventure.

“They were given a great deal of re-

sponsibility and they really stepped 
up,” said Club President Allison Batty-
Simonar.

Presentations were made also to 
coaches Janine Doucette and Tasje Shar-
ron.  Janine is the NCCP National Coach, 
while Tasje is NCCP Regional Coach.

Guest skater was Tegan Naumann of 
the Shellbrook Skating Club, who gave 
two very accomplished solos.  Tegan at-
tended the Sask Sectional Competition 
for the first time in November, 2018.  She 
placed third in the Juvenile U14 category.  

At Regionals, she won gold in both STAR 
7/8 Elements and STAR 7 Free Skate.

The Club presented gifts of apprecia-
tion to Joyce Willick, who, as well as be-
ing MC for this year’s Carnival, has been 
a role model at the rink.

“Joyce is a very special individual,” said 
Batty-Simonar. “She’s a living legend in 
Spiritwood.  She is the epitome of heart 
and soul.”

She was made an Honorary life mem-
ber of the Spiritwood Skating Club.

More photos on page 16
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Mary Schira at Main Street Gallery

When the new owners 
purchased the Spiritwood 
Golf Course in 2013, the 
five had a list of immedi-
ate upgrades they felt were 
necessary to maintain the 
quality of sport activity 
that was synonymous with 
the facility.  They also had 
ideas of how to grow the 
game, and now those ideas 
have jelled into a clear vi-
sion for the future.

That vision includes 

the development of a sea-
sonal RV park on the golf 
course property.  Subject 
to municipal approval, the 
new park would include 
21 seasonal sites and four 
nightly sites.  Outfitted 
with electricity, water, 
sewer and a shower facil-
ity, the new development 
will require modifications 
to the northeast portion 
of the course.  More spe-
cifically, #2, #3 and #8 

will undergo changes this 
season in order to alter the 
layout and, in the case of 
two of those, shorten the 
yardage.  

“Golf will not be impact-
ed through the develop-
ment of the park,” informs 
owner Jim Bedi.  “We will 
begin the changes to the 
course this summer while 
golfers continue to enjoy 
the course as it is.  When 
the new greens are devel-
oped, golfing will switch 
to the new layout and the 
dirt work for the RV park 
will begin.”  

“We feel that we have 
found the right number 

of sites to host,” stated 
Ron Schira, “and we look 
forward to welcoming 
RV/golf enthusiasts who 
would like to spend a good 
portion of their summer 
living right where they 
want to be – at our beauti-
ful and well respected golf 
course,” 

“This is an exciting 
change for us and for our 
business model, as we 
strive to offer our devoted 
members and tourists to 
the area an amenity that is 
essentially all-inclusive,” 
said Bedi.  “Spiritwood is 
a natural tourism draw 
and we know that our 

golf course is part of that 
draw.  Once we have final 
approval from the RM, we 
will share the plans for the 
new golf course layout, as 
well as the plans for the 
RV sites.”

With work on the greens 
this season and work 
scheduled for the RV park 
in the 2020 season, the 
owners expect to be ready 
to begin booking sites for 
the 2021 golf season.

A reception was held Sunday, March 17, 
to introduce local artist Mary Schira and 
her portraits as the newest display at Main 
Street Gallery.

Mary spoke for a few minutes about her 
background and her art.

She came to Canada from Hungary at the 
age of two, settling near Bruno at the home 
of her father’s sister.  Eventually, they got 

their own land and house.
“The house had wall-papered walls,” 

Mary said. “Even though I got scoldings, I 
couldn’t resist drawing on those walls.”

Even the neighbours had samples of her 
drawings on their walls, she added.

She started school in 1930, which resulted 
in her getting paper to draw on.  She wasn’t 
able to devote much time to art, though, as 

over the years she had 
to help her mother, who 
wasn’t well, with raising 
the siblings.

She and her “soldier 
boyfriend”, Steve Schira, 
married in 1946 after 
he returned from over-
seas, and they soon be-
gan farming.  She didn’t 
draw again until her 
youngest was in Grade 8.

They moved off the 
farm in 1975, and at 
that point, Mary began 
painting again, mostly 
landscapes and still lifes. 

She said she got a job 

working at Martodam’s store, which she re-
ally enjoyed.

She started doing portraits in response to 
a request from a daughter-in-law, and that’s 
how the collection of portraits of grandchil-
dren began.  There are eleven grandchil-
dren, and a portrait of each of them hangs 
in the Gallery.

About her grandchildren, she said “I love 
them all the best.”

The grandchildren portraits are all from 
school pictures, she explained.  The pictures 
of her parents were from their passport 
photos.  Those portraits are displayed at the 
Gallery as well.

Her art is oil on canvas, and she mixes her 
own paints.

“I like the slow drying quality of oil,” she 
said.  “It allows me to correct mistakes, or 
start over on the same canvas.”

She took art lessons from Elaine Iverson, 
who taught her about seeing detail.

“I learned a lot of lessons from the mis-
takes I made,” she said.

“My grandchildren and my children are 
my legacy,” she said, “the best of me that I 
leave to this world.”

Mary Schira with Esther Szabo,  Viv Weiland and Ma-
vis Bellisle.  Mary took art classes along with Viv and 
Mavis back in ’81. Behind Esther can be seen portraits 
of Mary’s mother and father.

NOTICE
Fast Genetics has made application under The Intensive Livestock 
Provisions of The Agricultural Operations Act for the Approval of 
Waste Storage and Waste Management Plans for the following 
Intensive Livestock Operation:

Hog operation – farrow to �nish 3065 animal units on NE 13-52-11 
W3 in R.M. 496 about 14 km north of Spiritwood.

Any person wishing to review the information submitted to 
Saskatchewan Agriculture may do so by:

a)     contacting Redge Watt of Fast Genetics in Spiritwood 
        (306-883-5675);
b)     reviewing a copy of the application at the Fast Genetics 
        of�ce in the town of Spiritwood (306-883-5675); 
c)     reviewing a copy of the application at Saskatchewan 
        Agriculture of�ce in Regina (306-787-4680) or Saskatoon 
        (306-227-9593).

Written comments received prior to April 16, 2019 are welcome 
and may be provided to:

Shannon Meyers
Fast-Sexing Technologies ULC
#8-4003 Millar Ave
Saskatoon, SK
S7K 2K6

Or to:

Darren Stovin, P.Eng.
Government of Saskatchewan
Environmental Engineer
Livestock Branch, Ministry of Agriculture
3085 Albert Street
Regina, SK S4S 0B1

SUMMER JOB POSITIONS
Town of Spiritwood is accepting applications for two 
Summer Job Positions. �e positions run from May 
through August for 40 hrs/week. Must have a valid Class 5 
driver’s license. Duties include: Mowing, whipper snipping, 
garbage cleanup, painting, and general maintenance 
duties. For more information contact (306) 883-2161 or 
email tos@sasktel.net.

Spiritwood & Area Recreation Culture & Sports (SARCS) 
is accepting applications for three Summer Rec Program 
Leaders. �e positions run from July through August for 35 
hrs/week. For more information contact (306) 883-2176 or 
email spr@sasktel.net.

Northern Lakes Economic Development is accepting 
applications for one Summer Job Position to work at 
the Tourist Booth. �is seasonal position runs from May 
through Sept. For more information contact (306) 883-2426 
or email bevra.nledc@sasktel.net.

�ese summer job positions are for youth aged 15-30 years.

Please submit your Cover Letter & Resume (with references) 
by 4:00 pm on Friday, April 5th, 2019. 

Mary Schira’s portraits of her grand-
children are on display at Main 
Street Gallery. “My grandchildren 
and my children are my legacy, the 
best of me that I leave to this world.”

Spiritwood Golf Course undertaking changes

The ownership group of Spiritwood Golf Course 
has set the wheels in motion to build an RV park 
at the golf course.  L. to r.: Bevra Fee, Ron Schira, 
Jim Bedi, Harold Fast, and Lloyd Fisher
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Report from the Legislature

Investing in modern transportation 
infrastructure is critical to connect-
ing communities, helping businesses 
move their goods to customer mar-
kets, and building a strong economy 
for all Canadians.

Bernadette Jordan, Minister of 
Rural Economic Development, and 
Crown Investments Minister and 
Prince Albert Carlton MLA Joe Har-
grave, on behalf of Highways and In-
frastructure Minister Lori Carr, has 
announced funding for major high-
way improvements in Saskatchewan.

Approximately 259 kilometres of 
highway will be improved through 
this project, which includes work 
along fifteen different stretches of 
highways 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 14, 16, 
33 and 39. Once complete, these vi-
tal upgrades will help keep Saskatch-
ewan drivers safe, improve traffic 
flow and boost trade to support our 
economy.

The Government of Canada is pro-
viding $40.2 million through the 
New Building Canada Fund and the 
Government of Saskatchewan is con-

tributing $41.5 million.
“With investments like these, our 

government is creating safer, and 
more fluid travel for people who travel 
on Saskatchewan’s highway network,” 
said Jordan. “This work will help lo-
cal businesses compete, promote a 
higher quality of life for residents 
and support the long-term economic 
prosperity of this province.”

“Since 2008, our government has 
made highways and transportation 
infrastructure a priority through re-
cord investments and safety improve-
ments,” Hargrave said. “As a province 
that is land-locked, we continue to 
invest to support our economic com-
petitiveness and to improve the qual-
ity of life and safety for our people.”

Quick facts:
•  Through the Investing in Canada 

infrastructure plan, the Government 
of Canada is investing more than 
$180 billion over 12 years in public 
transit projects, green infrastruc-
ture, social infrastructure, trade and 
transportation

•  More than $10.1 billion of this 

funding is supporting trade and 
transportation projects, including 
$5 billion available for investment 
through the Canada Infrastructure 
Bank. Associated links:

•  Investing in Canada Plan Proj-
ect Map: http://www.infrastructure.
gc.ca/map

•  Federal infrastructure invest-
ments in Saskatchewan: http://www.
infrastructure.gc.ca/map-carte/in-
dex-eng.html

•  Investing in Canada: Canada’s 
Long-Term Infrastructure Plan: 
http://w w w.infrastructure.gc.ca/
plan/icp-publication-pic-eng.html

From the Trudeau 
carbon tax and trouble-
some federal legislation 
such as Bill C-69, to the 
challenge of Canadian 
canola shipments be-
ing turned away at port 
in China, the spring sit-
ting of the legislature is 
about standing up for 
Saskatchewan.

We will keep stand-
ing up for Saskatchewan 
families and work hard 
to ensure our province 
and economy remain 
strong. Despite econom-
ic headwinds facing our 
province, our industries 
continue to drive posi-
tive job growth. New fig-
ures from Statistics Can-
ada are showing seven 
consecutive months of 
strong job gains in Sas-
katchewan.

The spring sitting of 
the legislature has also 
seen the launch of some 
important initiatives 
including a new provin-
cial crime watch system 
which can send text mes-

sages, emails and place 
phone calls to residents 
about criminal activity 
in their area.

Efforts to improve 
wireless services in rural 
communities continues 
with the announcement 
of 8 more small cell site 
towers to help improve 
coverage. Better cover-
age in our communities 
helps connect everyone 
from the farm to the city, 
and we’re going to keep 
working to improve our 

wireless network in Sas-
katchewan.

Our focus on mental 
health is delivering ser-
vices directly to those 
who need them most 
through Police and Cri-
sis Teams, Community 
Recovery Teams, and 
our new Mental Capacity 
Building pilot projects in 
Saskatchewan schools.

The grand opening of 
the new Saskatchewan 
Hospital North Bat-
tleford is a landmark 
achievement in mental 
health for our province. 
It takes a unique ap-
proach to mental health 
and will allow us to bet-
ter treat and care for 
people with mental ill-
ness.

Representing the sin-
gle largest investment in 
mental health in the his-
tory of our province, and 
the cumulative efforts 
and vision of many peo-
ple, the new Saskatche-
wan Hospital North Bat-
tleford is now among the 

most advanced mental 
health treatment centres 
in Canada.

Our government’s 
commitment to early 
years education and 
child care can be seen in 
funding for the creation 
of seven new family re-
source centres, as well as 
hundreds more afford-
able child care spaces in 
communities across the 
province.

We also have a new 
agreement to expand ac-

cess to dental services 
for Saskatchewan peo-
ple. This includes cleft 
lip and palate treatment 
for infants, children, and 
adolescents, better cov-
erage for dental extrac-
tions for cancer patients, 
and specialized dental 
consultations for medi-
cal patients.

These and other in-
vestments are possible 
because of a strong and 
growing Saskatchewan 
economy. This is why 
our government is fo-
cused on standing up for 
Saskatchewan families 
and jobs at a time when 
the NDP is more con-
cerned with defending 
their weak leadership 
and reckless, ideological 
economic policies.

Saskatchewan’s Trade 
Export Minister Jer-
emy Harrison has been 
on a trade mission to 
southeast Asia. He’s 
been there promoting 
our agri-food strengths 
as there is a huge op-

portunity for increased 
trade between our prov-
ince and this part of the 
world.

Right now, we are see-
ing a concerning trend 
with the federal gov-
ernment as it relates to 
trade. Instead of work-
ing to remove U.S. tariffs 
on steel & aluminum, 
we see the ambassa-
dor helping the Prime 
Minister with his cri-
sis control; we have no 
permanent ambassador 
to China, where we just 
had a shipment of canola 
turned away at port; and 
we have seen a deterio-
ration in trade relations 
with the nation of India.

The U.S., China, and 
India are Saskatchewan’s 
top 3 trading partners. 
While our province has 
the food, fuel and fertil-
izer the world needs, we 
need the federal govern-
ment to treat our trading 
relationships with the 
seriousness that they de-
serve.

HON. SCOTT MOE, 
PREMIER

~
MLA for Rosthern -

 Shellbrook
Toll Free: 

1-855-793-3422
scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

HON. JEREMY 
HARRISON 

 MLA
~

 Meadow 
Lake

Toll Free: 
1-877-234-6669

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net
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2 Quarters of Pasture Land, 
RM of Spiritwood 

NW&SW-16-49-10-W3 Fenced pasture or recre-
ational land, good water source, call for more 
information. MLS#SK757449

$190,000SOLD
202 - 2nd Ave., Medstead

4BD, 2BA home on a double lot in Medstead, many 
upgrades, detached and attached garage, garden 
area, partially fenced. MLS#SK745978

$139,000

120 Memorial Drive, Spiritwood
3BD, 2BA family home, lots of upgrades and is 
move in ready, main floor laundry, open floor 
plan, fenced yard, attached garage, c/w all ap-
pliances + hot tub. MLS#SK747907

$225,000 Lot 1 Whittaker Crescent, 
Meeting Lake

4 season cabin on a titled lot at crescent Beach, 
Meeting Lake. 3BD, 1BA, open floor plan, private 
lot, short walk to the beach and boat launch. 
 MLS#SK752394

   $220,000

Lot 1 Spruce Bay, Meeting Lake 
4 Season cabin/home on a titled lot, 3BD, 1BA, 
wood/electric heat, comes with all appliances 
and some furniture, double detached heated 
garage  MLS#SK742791

$319,000

#121 Chamakese Resort, 
Chitek Lake  

Built in 2012, 2BD, 1BA year round home, leased 
lot, well treed, storage shed, nat. gas heat, c/w 
all appliances  MLS#SK752924

Reduced to $144,900

Canada, Saskatchewan fund highway improvements

CHECK IT OUT!
Spiritwood Herald Website

www.spiritwoodherald.com
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OPINIONOPINION
“One ringy-dingy, 

two…”
One thing about being a geezer is that you have a better mem-

ory of things that went on when you were younger than you do 
of yesterday, or why you went into the kitchen a few minutes ago.

Another thing is that all of us, many of us, some of us, have 
embraced new technologies, especially the telephone.  Today’s 
telephone is becoming more commonly the one you can stick 
in your purse or pocket, and it’s less likely to be the one hanging 
on the wall.  It is evidence of a shift of thinking with regard to 
telephone usage, as more and more people are giving up their 
“landline” and switching to the “smartphone”.  Even the name 
of the gadget has changed.  When it first came out, it was re-

ferred to as a cellphone, but hardly any-
one calls it that anymore.

I just finished watching a series about 
an Irish gangster family around the time 
of the First World War, and while there 
was a lot of talking on the phone, the 
device used was something one might 
find only in a museum today.  Back then, 
you’d pick up the phone, give the opera-
tor the number you’d like to talk to, and 
then wait for someone to come on the 
line. Magic.

I can recall the old crank telephones, 
where you’d give the crank a couple of 
turns, and then say, “Hi, Mabel, can you 
get me Irene?”

Mabel, the operator, would plug it into 
the slot for Irene’s phone, and Irene’s phone would ring – two 
long, a short and a long.

The neighbour down the road would say, “Oh, someone’s call-
ing Irene.  I’ll listen in and see who it is.”

Yeah, the party line, with a large number of homes all con-
nected with only a distinct ring separating them.  I don’t think 
you need to be a geezer to remember the party line.

Eventually, people were given numbers, so instead of telling 
the operator who you wanted to speak to, you’d stick your finger 
in the wheel and spin it to the end.  If you wanted to call Irene 
and her number was 26, you’d stick your finger in the two hole 
and spin the dial until it stopped.  Then you’d do the same for 
the six.

Ha.  There’s a cute video on YouTube featuring a couple of 
teenaged boys trying to figure out how to make a call using a 
rotary dial telephone.  It was a mystery.

When we were younger, anytime there was a call coming 
in, there would be a race to the phone to answer it.  Things are 
much different now, thanks to call display.

For the uninitiated, call display is a feature that shows you the 
number of the person attempting to call you.  If it’s a number 
you recognize, you pick up the phone and talk.

If you don’t recognize it, you’re faced with a decision: do you 
answer it or let it ring?

I have yet to encounter anyone who enjoys telemarketers, and 
when an unrecognizable number calls, you can let it ring.  If it’s 
important, eventually the voicemail will kick in and leave you 
something to respond to.

More and more, though, if there is a message, it’s from the 
CRA, telling you the police are on the way to arrest you and im-
prison you because you have an outstanding tax balance with 
them and if you don’t get bitcoin or iTunes cards, you’ll be taken 
away and …

Well, of course it’s not the CRA.  But if they’ve left the mes-
sage, you have to listen to the whole thing before you can delete 
it.

Another option when an unknown caller calls: answer it and 
go one-steamboat, two-steamboat, three-steamboat.  If no one 
has started talking by the third steamboat, hang up.

We could go on forever, but I see I’m out of room.

DAVE 
HYNDMAN

~
News Editor

Accountability is something each of us learns 
about as a child. 

Being accountable, we’re told, means that if you 
do something wrong, you own up to your mis-
take, endeavour to make amends to those you’ve 
wronged, and strive to better yourself so that you 
don’t repeat your error.

It’s a simple enough notion. And yet, as is the case 
with all grand ideals, accountability can be difficult 
to put into practice, because, after all, nobody likes 
to admit to their own imperfections.

For some people, accountability is easy to avoid. 
If you have enough power, or money, or the right 
friends in the right places, you can always find 
someone else to take the fall for you, or simply wash 
your hands of the mess you’ve made and walk away 
from it.

Most of us ordinary folks, though, can only run away from 
our mistakes for so long before they catch up to us and leave us 
with no choice but to take responsibility.

Listening to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and his Liberal 
toadies in Ottawa, who have, for the past month and a half, de-
nied all allegations of wrongdoing in the ongoing SNC-Lavalin 
affair, it’s become increasingly obvious that many his govern-
ment believe that they belong to that first group.

That, or they simply believe themselves to be incapable of do-
ing any wrong, or that good intentions excuse bad behaviour.

Having been born with a silver spoon in his mouth and the 
whole world at his feet, Mr. Trudeau is perhaps the worst of-
fender of his cohorts. After riding his high horse into office in 
2015, he promised that his was a new breed of government, one 
committed to accountability and transparency.

However, when the backlash over the SNC-Lavalin affair 
became too much for him to handle, he simply hopped on his 
prime ministerial jet and took off for a vacation on a remote 
tourist island near Florida, leaving behind his flimsy excuses 
and justifications.

And boy, have some of those been doozies.
Let’s start with the “doing bad to do good” rationalization; 

that being Mr. Trudeau’s claim that he and his colleagues only 
fought so adamantly to keep SNC-Lavalin from going to court 
to protect the 9,000 Canadians employed by the Québec-based 
engineering firm, and keep the company in Canada.

It’s a nifty rhetorical trick – one that pits those siding with 
former Justice Minister and Attorney General Jody Wilson-
Raybould, who alleges she was inappropriately pressured to 
negotiate a deferred prosecution agreement for SNC-Lavalin 

rather than have the company face court time and a 
potential 10-year ban from bidding on federal con-
tracts, against 9,000 hard-working Canadians.

But, as many others with a far more nuanced un-
derstanding of economics than a one-time drama 
teacher have stated, this justification is a load of 
malarkey.

First and foremost, SNC-Lavalin currently has a 
backlog of contracts worth billions of dollars, and 
an agreement with the province of Québec that will 
keep it headquartered in that province until at least 
2024.

What’s more, a ban from bidding on federal con-
tracts does not equate to a ban from bidding on all 
contracts in the country. 

More importantly, though, SNC-Lavalin isn’t the 
only firm of its kind in Canada (though, conveniently, it’s by far 
the largest one in Québec, where Mr. Trudeau’s riding is situ-
ated), and the country’s infrastructure needs certainly won’t 
disappear if it shuts it doors. 

In short, its employees would be quickly snatched up by other 
firms and no jobs would be lost, making the excuse null and 
void.

Naturally, though, the “protecting jobs” rationalization is just 
one excuse in Mr. Trudeau’s arsenal. 

Mr. Trudeau and his staffers have also tried to justify their 
behaviour by framing it as an attempt to ensure that Ms. Wil-
son-Raybould was aware of all the legal tools at her disposal on 
the SNC-Lavalin file. Because, of course, how could an experi-
enced lawyer ever understand the complexities of a law that her 
own government introduced?

And, as if that bit of condescension wasn’t sickening enough, 
we’ve also heard the patented Trudeau half-apology, in which 
Mr. Trudeau trots out the “her experience was different from 
mine” excuse to demonstrate how empathetic he is.

All this and more has been brought to bear on a story that 
could easily have died as quickly as it broke, if only Mr. Trudeau 
and his colleagues had delivered their promised accountabil-
ity and transparency. And, with the scandal refusing to die, it’s 
likely we’ll hear more from them yet.

But lest we think that a lack of accountability adheres to par-
tisan lines, let us not forget that our own Sask. Party has been 
mired, for years, in the GTH land deal scandal, and is now fac-
ing similar accusations of wrongdoing on the Brandt Develop-
ments office complex file. 

Clearly, then, a lack of accountability is a political ailment, 
and one in desperate need of treatment.

Accountability is hard to find in Canadian politics

JORDAN

TWISS

~
Columnist
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Negative ads just need to be truthful
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must be signed and include writer’s contact information and 
will only be published with the writer’s name on it. Letters 
should be limited in length and be typed or clearly written. 
We reserve the right to edit letters depending on available 
space.

Member of 

This week, the Sas-
katchewan government 
embarks on what is its 
most positive advertise-
ment – its annual bud-
get.

Budgets are filled with 
thinly veiled propaganda 
where the government of 
the day – regardless of 
political stripe – pro-
motes its spending of 
your tax dollars for your 
benefit.

Actually, that’s a bit of 
a harsh assessment.

We do, after all, select 
government by virtue 
of not only how various 
parties choose to spend 
our tax dollars, but also 
how many of our tax dol-
lars they choose to col-
lect.

And while it might 
seem government and 
its seemingly limitless 
ability to hire communi-
cations gurus and spend 
our tax dollars on ques-
tionable self-promotion, 

it’s just as easy for an 
Opposition to zero in 
on a budget item that 
has the public or even 
a special interest group 
rather riled. 

There is absolutely 
nothing wrong with this, 
either because scrutiniz-
ing is something opposi-
tions should be doing.

Really, it’s how poli-
tics works: You promote 
yourself with a positive 
message; and you criti-
cize your opponent by 
dwelling on the nega-
tives in either their poli-
cies or promises.

And about our only ex-
pectation is that every-
one is relatively truth-
ful about it… although 
what’s true and what’s 
not is often in the eyes of 
the beholder.

So it’s a little danger-
ous for opposition politi-
cians – or any politicians 
– to start griping about 
governments portraying 

them in a negative way 
through advertisements 
or otherwise. 

Recently, NDP Oppo-
sition leader Ryan Meili 
has been rather vocal 
that a Sask. Party TV 
ad about him is negative 
American-style politics.

Well, let’s quickly ex-
amine the ad to see 
what’s inaccurate and 
what’s fair and reason-
able criticism.

We should likely start 
by noting it seems a bit 
petty for the Sask. Party 

to use a grainy black and 
white image of Meili 
skateboarding. He does, 
so it’s accurate. But why 
is it relevant to anyone?

On the more substan-
tive issues, Meili did say 
Saskatchewan should 
“consider a modest car-
bon tax”. While he does 
not specifically support 
the current federal car-
bon tax that will be $50 
a tonne by 2022, what 
he’s said doesn’t exactly 
contradict federal Envi-
ronment Minister Cath-
erine McKenna’s plan. 

Moreover, he did call 
the Sask. Party’s Con-
stitutional challenge 
against the carbon tax “a 
pointless crusade.”

It’s also true he spoke 
at an anti-pipeline rally 
with signs saying: “keep 
it the ground.” However, 
it should be noted the 
rally was to protest the 
Husky oil spill into the 
North Saskatchewan 

River, which many com-
munities rightly com-
plained about at the 
time.  And Meili’s speech 
did not oppose pipelines.

Yes, there was a radi-
cal element there, but 
that doesn’t necessarily 
mean Meili shares their 
views. That said, Meili 
has complained about 
Premier Scott Moe al-
lowing his ministers to 
attend yellow vest ral-
lies, which have also had 
radicals in their crowds 
spouting extreme views.

But where Meili seems 
to be right about the 
Sask. Party ad being 
misleading is the line 
that states: “When it was 
time to fight Trudeau’s 
equalization plan that 
hurts provinces like Sas-
katchewan, he didn’t say 
anything at all.”

About the only thing 
Meili has ever said on 
the equalization fight is 
completely true – that 

the Sask. Party govern-
ment could have helped 
changed equalization a 
decade ago, but refused 
to for seemingly parti-
san political reasons.

Former premier Brad 
Wall cancelled a legal 
challenge against for-
mer Conservative prime 
minister Stephen Harp-
er for reneging on his 
2006 election promise to 
remove natural resourc-
es from the equalization 
formula. This promise 
would have meant an 
extra $800 million a 
year for Saskatchewan, 
and was supported by 
both the NDP and Sask. 
Party.

Instead, the Sask. 
Party is now propos-
ing distributing half the 
equalization money on 
a per capita basis – a 
policy that most benefits 
Quebec and Ontario and 
hurts small “have-not” 
Atlantic provinces.

MURRAY

MANDRYK
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YOUR TWO CENTS~
China has banned canola imports from Richardson 

International, citing concerns of insect infestation.  
Yet, Canadian officials have stated there is no evidence 
of any insect or bacterial infestation in its canola.

It is clear from this export stoppage that the Prime 
Minister’s mismanagement of Huawei CFO Meng 
Wanzhou’s extradition, in collaboration with his in-
volvement in the SNC-Lavalin affair, has put the live-
lihoods of Canadian grains and oil producers at risk.    
Meng is facing charges in the United States that in-
clude bank fraud, conspiracy to commit wire fraud, 
and violating the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act. 

“The Prime Minister’s lecturing of Chinese officials 
on the independence of Canada’s judicial system, while 

at the same time bullying his former Attorney General 
has shown that he is willing to dismiss the rule of law 
for political considerations,” said Hoback. “This mes-
sage was heard, loud-and-clear in Beijing. The Prime 
Minister is now seen internationally as a leader whose 
moral compass changes direction like the wind.”   

Just last week, New York Times columnist Bret Ste-
phens tweeted, “Who knew? Justin Trudeau may be 
more corrupt than Donald Trump. It is clear that the 
international view of the Prime Minister is now hurt-
ing Canada’s relationship with our international trad-
ing partners, and in turn, is hurting our agricultural 
producers.

When a similar canola dispute occurred between 
Canada and China in November of 2009, former Con-

servative Prime Minister Stephen Harper was able 
to address the issue when he visited Beijing a month 
later. Harper held the high ground in his negotiations.  
This led to positive results. 

Canada exported $21.8 billion dollars in goods to 
China last year; over half of which was agricultural 
goods and natural resources. In the 2017-18 crop year, 
China purchased 40 per cent of 10.7 million tonnes of 
canola seed Canada exported.  

 “It is time the Prime Minister did the right thing 
and resign,” concluded Hoback.  “He has caused an 
international backlash against our grains and oilseed 
producers. If he refuses to resign, Members of the 
Liberal Caucus should do the right thing and remove 
him.”

Trudeau’s behavior responsible for China’s canola ban: Hoback 



By Danielle Chartier
For those of us with aging parents, 

the growing need for appropriate, 
high-quality seniors’ care is a major 
preoccupation. My own family has 
faced challenges trying to support our 
parents at home. When we could no 
longer do this, we waited months for 
long-term care for our dad. Then when 
our dad did get a long-term care bed, 
we saw firsthand how short-staffing 
negatively impacts residents and staff. 
People across the province know we 
must do better for our seniors.

After years of pushing the govern-
ment to act on this important issue, we 
continue to see little progress when it 
comes to staffing levels in long-term 
care facilities. As seniors’ critic, I’ve 
heard so many stories from families 

and employees about understaffing 
and all the stress, suffering, loss of 
dignity and increased risk of injury it 
brings. It took these heartbreaking and 
sometimes tragic stories and a damn-
ing report from the Ombudsman to 
push the government to act – or at least 
promise to act.

In the 2016 election campaign, this 
government committed to cut $7.5 
million from health care administra-
tion and put that money into increas-
ing hands-on help in long-term care 
within the next four years. Three years 
into the government’s mandate, this 
continues to be a broken promise that 
hurts some of our province’s most vul-
nerable citizens. Numbers provided 
by the Minister of Health show the 
government did cut administration by 

about $6 million but redirected only 
about $1 million of that back into long-
term care.

Short-staffing in long-term care is a 
reality across the province, as we hear 
more and more as struggling Saskatch-
ewan people step forward to tell their 
stories. During the fall legislative ses-
sion, we heard from a daughter of a 
World War II veteran who came to the 
legislature to talk about the concerns 
she had for her father who has been 
in two long-term care homes in Sas-
katoon. She talked about the state of 
disrepair of one of the homes in which 
her father had spent time; and the un-
deniable staffing shortages in both fa-
cilities, which compromised residents’ 
care and quality of life.

We also heard from a resident of a 
Saskatoon long-term care home who 
spoke out about her own experiences. 
She shared that she loved the staff that 

worked at her care home, but there just 
weren’t enough of them to ensure dig-
nity and quality of care. She spoke with 
great courage about the discomfort and 
indignity she has experienced when 
staff assistance simply isn’t available 
when it’s needed.

Families, residents and staff contin-
ue to tell me about what a lack of staff-
ing looks like for residents, and how 
stressful and demoralizing it feels for 
staff to go home at the end of their shift 
knowing they did not have time to do 
the work they’d like and need to do for 
those in their care. It is impossible to 
not be moved by these stories.

I have twice put forward a Private 
Member’s Bill calling on the govern-
ment to put in place minimum care 
standards in long-term care. Each 
time, the government has defeated the 
bill. If this government can’t recog-
nize the need for minimum care stan-

dards for our elderly, they 
should at least take to 
heart their promise in the 
last election and imme-
diately direct the money 
saved on administration 
costs to hands-on care in 
long-term care. Following 
through on their promise 
is the least they could do.

Danielle Chartier is the 
NDP critic for seniors.

6   Spiritwood Herald www.spiritwoodherald.com March 21, 2019

Parents, students schooled on internet safety
“Parents, you are our front-

line investigators,” Cpl Cory 
Patterson told an audience of 
concerned parents and others 
Wednesday night, “because 
you know your kids.”

Cpl Patterson, a member of 
the Saskatchewan RCMP In-
ternet Child Exploitation (ICE) 
Unit, was in Spiritwood speak-
ing to groups of students and 
parents about the dangers to 
children that accompany tech-
nology.  He spoke to the Grades 
4-6 students from Hartley 
Clark and Rivier Elementary 
Schools in the morning and 
the students of Spiritwood 
High School in the afternoon.

He said that each province 
has an ICE Unit, as do many 
jurisdictions around the 
world.  They are connected 
through co-operation among 
many law enforcement groups, 
such as Interpol, Europol, 
Homeland Security, Canadian 

Border Services Agency, Na-
tional Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children, and Cy-
bertip.ca.

He said that the mandate of 
ICE is fourfold: to investigate 
internet child pornography, 
take appropriate enforcement 
action, provide intelligence 
to law enforcement, and to 
discourage internet child ex-
ploitation through awareness, 
education, and enforcement.

He said that what kids don’t 
realize is that sending sexu-
ally explicit material over the 
internet is illegal.

“Teen boys are becoming 
sexual predators without even 
knowing it,” he said.  “Kids are 
taking a huge risk.”

Section 163 of the Criminal 
Code details the law with re-
gard to creating and sending 
pictures of a sexual nature, 
particularly pictures of a per-
son under the age of 18. In 

plain terms, it’s illegal.  And 
receiving such a picture from 
another constitutes possession 
of child pornography.  Sending 
that picture to someone else 
is distributing child pornog-
raphy, which is an additional 
offence.

Cpl Paterson went on to deal 
with the issue of sexual preda-
tors.

He showed statistics that 
claim: there are 40,000 chat 
sites that defend sex between 
children and adults; there are 
over 14 million websites that 
depict sex with children; about 
20,000 new pictures and vid-
eos are added weekly; and 
there are 120,000 searches 
daily for child pornography in 
Saskatchewan.

Further, 77% of the pictures 
and videos depict females, 
80% of offenders have collec-
tions of pictures of sexual pen-
etration involving kids, 83% of 

child porn collectors have pic-
tures of kids aged 6-12 years 
old, and 21% of those arrested 
have images of bondage, rape 
or torture.

“One in five youth aged 10-17 
have received a sexual solicita-
tion,” he said.

“We need to do a better job 
of monitoring our children’s 
online activity.”

He doesn’t suggest smash-
ing the electronics and duct-
taping the kids to a chair, but 
parents need to know what’s 
going on.

He provided a graphic that 
showed a number of websites 
parents could access for assis-
tance and information.  Among 
them are: www.needhelpnow.
ca;  www.cybertip.ca; www.
ceop.police.uk; www.missing-
kids.com; iamstronger.ca.

Many of the sites have re-
sources and links to other 
helpful sites.

Cpl Cory Patterson of the 
Saskatchewan RCMP ICE 
Unit spoke to students and 
parents in three separate 
presentations March 12.  
“You are the front-line inves-
tigators because you know 
your kids,” he told parents.

Driver Education Services
Living Sky School Division No. 202 is seeking proposals for driver education 
training services for a three (3) year term starting with the 2019-2020 school year 
for approximately 300 students in the following communities:

•     North Battleford, Leoville, Medstead, Spiritwood, Hafford, Maymont, and 
       Cando. 

A copy of the proposal speci�cations can be obtained by contacting Janel 
Etcheverry, Business Manager, or from 
https://www.lskysd.ca/CentralO�ce/public-tenders-rfp/Pages/default.aspx

Please send proposals to:  Janel Etcheverry, Business Manager
    Living Sky School Division No. 202
    509 Pioneer Avenue
    North Battleford, SK. S9A 4A5
    Phone: 306-937-7960
    Email: janel.etcheverry@lskysd.ca

Closing Date for receipt of proposals is 2:00 p.m. Monday, April 1st, 2019.

LIVING SKY SCHOOL DIVISION NO. 202

Rewarding opportunity available for motivated nurse who desires to 
work with First Nation clients in a friendly, welcoming community. 
The position is full-time permanent, week days, vehicle provided 
and multiple funded, learning opportunities and excellent support 
provided.
For more information about this challenging and rewarding position, 
please contact Lindsey Dauvin, Supervisor Nurse Practice Advisor 
with Indigenous Services Canada, Spiritwood. Phone 306-883-1465 
or email lindsey.dauvin@canada.ca
To apply for this position and to view the full list of required 
qualifications, please refer to the federal government employment 
website: www.canada.ca/government-jobs. The deadline for 
applications is March 31, 2019.

We thank all candidates who apply and advise that only those selected for 
further consideration in the process will be contacted. Preference will be given 
to Canadian citizens. We are committed to Employment Equity. The Public 
Service of Canada is committed to developing inclusive, barrier-free selection 
processes and work environments. If contacted regarding this competition, 
please advise of the accommodation measures which must be taken to enable 
you to be assessed in a fair and equitable manner.

Vous pouvez obtenir ces renseignements en français.

Indigenous Services
Canada

Services aux
Autochtones Canada

Registered Nurse Home Care
Big Island Lake First Nation

Sask. Party continues to leave our seniors behind

Advertising 
Deadline is

Friday
5:00 p.m.
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Global agriculture united by commonalities
Recently I had an oppor-

tunity to sit down over an 
early morning coffee with 
Jordan and Jennifer Lind-
gren who farm in the Nor-
quay area.

Their name may be fa-
miliar to some since the 
couple were finalists for 
the Saskatchewan Out-
standing Young Farmers 
Award for 2018 ending up 
with the top placing pre-
sented at the Farm Prog-
ress Show held in Regina 
last June. 

As such awards often do, 
it has brought opportuni-
ties to the couple, includ-
ing a chance to spend a 

couple of weeks in Austra-
lia earlier this year where 
they gave a short series. 
There were three stops on 
the itinerary, talking to 
farmers there about their 
operation.

At first it might seem 
that a farm couple from 
Norquay, Sask. would have 
limited insights into agri-
culture that would transfer 
to a farmer in Australia, 
but the Lindgrens were 
quick to point out there are 
far more similarities than 
you might expect.

The first is rather obvi-
ous once they mentioned 
it over that coffee, and it is 

how farmers, no matter 
where they are, are ulti-
mately reliant on Mother 
Nature.

It did surprise the Lind-
grens that there are areas 
of Australia where frost is 

a threat to crops, much as 
it can be here.

And, in some areas ‘down 
under’ canola is planted 
through what is essential-
ly their winter season, so 
heat units are lower, and 
that extends the growing 
season, making that frost 
concern more dire.

Less of a surprise was the 
impact of heat in Australia. 
Large chunks of the coun-
try are arid, to the point 
they talked about one area 
where land is left idle for 
18 months just to recharge 
the groundwater allowing 
farmers to then plant and 
harvest at least some crop 

based on in-soil moisture.
In another area harvest 

can be shut down because 
the temperature soars 
to 40 degrees Celsius, so 
there is a ban on opera-
tions for fear of starting 
fires.

But the similarities go 
beyond keeping one eye on 
the sky, and tuning into the 
weather forecast daily.

The Lindgrens note 
much as here, farmers in 
Australia face issues when 
it comes to finding work-
ers, with a minimum wage 
they noted at $20/hour, 
and competition from the 
mining sector.

Increasingly, work on 
a farm is a high tech job, 
needing workers with 
skills that go well beyond 
the ability to drive a trac-
tor. That is a situation 
which is not isolated to a 
single country or region.

While on the larger scale 
countries compete for mar-
kets when it comes to ex-
porting farm production, 
at the farm level there is no 
doubt much producers can 
share in terms of informa-
tion which cuts across in-
ternational borders.

That commonality is 
something that producers 
should not forget.

Deputy Premier and Education Minister Gordon Wyant 
has announced $1.5 million in funding to create Early Years 
Family Resource Centres in seven communities – The Bat-
tlefords, Meadow Lake, Moose Jaw, Nipawin, Prince Al-
bert, Saskatoon and one in the North.

Funding is being provided through the Canada-Sas-
katchewan Early Learning and Child Care Agreement.

“Over the past year, our three existing sites have had 
nearly 50,000 visits,” Wyant said.  “The benefits of this 
model can be seen today, and I have no doubt the addition-
al centres will have a lasting impact on all members within 
their communities.”

Early Years Family Resource Centres provide a place 
where families with young children can access reliable 
information, services and supports to help them raise 
healthy children.  Expert advice could be made available 
on everything from how to connect with your children, to 
how to stimulate your child’s development.

“We know the importance of ensuring families have 
high-quality supports and resources available to help them 
raise their children,” Saskatchewan Rivers Public School 
Division Superintendent of Schools Cory Trann said.  “This 
centre will provide families in our community with ac-
cess to a welcoming environment where they can play and 
learn.  We have seen where Family Resource Centres in 

other communities play an important role for families, and 
we are excited to be able to bring those resources here.”

There could also be interactive activities for babies and 
toddlers, and support groups where young parents can 
share their experiences with others and seek advice. The 
new centres will be developed through community part-
nerships led by KidsFirst, who will be responsible for find-

ing physical space in each of the communities, hiring staff 
and developing programming for a planned opening in Fall 
2019.

By Alan Laughlin
Which is it?  In like a lion and 

out like a lamb or the other way 
around?  I think most people 
would agree that however it goes, 
winter needs to be gone!

Rabbit Lake was roaring on 
March 2 as the annual snowmo-
bile rally, hosted by the Rabbit 
Lake and District Agricultural 
Association, hit the trails.  The 
day began with a big breakfast 
provided by the Rabbit Lake Mu-
seum and the Rabbit Lake library.  
223 riders participated. The 
weather was perfect and the trails 
were great.  After a super roast 

beef supper the day’s prizes were 
awarded.  The top prize of $5000 
was won by Alex Beauchesne, the 
second prize of $2500 went to 
Victor and Diane Kuffert of Spirit-
wood and the third prize of $1250 
was won by Ron Hagen of North 
Battleford.  The check point prizes 
valued at $500 each went to Peter 
Lepage Sr, and Charlie Smith of 
Rabbit Lake.  The 50-50 winner, 
Jeremy Zinciki went home $1000 
richer.  The ticket seller prizes 
of $500 each were won by Jar-
ett Prescesky, Doug Lamb, Dave 
Rodh/Shirley Price, Trevor Pauls 
and Papa Rene’s.  All in all it was a 

great day and a total success.
On March 17, 32 kaiser players 

gathered at Rose Gill Lodge for 
the St. Patricks Kaiser Tourna-
ment.  The high women was Jean 
Massett, the high man Albert 
Combres.  The winner of the 50-
50 in the amount of $35.50 was 
Albert Combres.  Clifford Smith 
was the low score winner! The 
lodge provided a great lunch and 
people had a great time.

The Rabbit Lake Library con-
tinues to hold its quilting eve-
nings on Monday nights.  It will be 
holding beginner beading classes.  
Contact Lynn Morrison at the li-

brary for details.  The winner of 
the February treat of the month 
was Terry Salahub.

Wednesday burger nights and 
bunnock have been enjoyed 
throughout the winter.  Five 
teams of bunnock players squared 
off last Wednesday.  As the season 
changes, the burger night is put to 
bed for another year.

This is the season of annual 
meetings.  The library will be 
holding theirs on March 20, and 
the Agricultural Association will 
be having their meeting on April 
7.

Annual memberships are avail-

able for the Rabbit Lake Senior 
Sunrise Circle.  Contact Don or 
Naomi Unger to get yours!

Get well wishes go to Bev Kow-
erchuk as she recovers.

Cowboy church continues on 
first and third Fridays at the com-
munity hall.

It is obviously spring time.  Ice 
fishing shacks need to be off the 
lake by March 31.  Some are say-
ing that there is a fair amount of 
water on the ice as water is run-
ning onto the lake from the east.  
Hopefully the run off from the 
snow pack finds its way to where it 
needs to go with no flooding.

CALVIN

DANIELS

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

AGRICULTUREAGRICULTURE

SALE BY TENDER
�e Village of Medstead, in the Province of Saskatchewan,

o�ers for sale the following property:

Lot 12 Block 5 Plan AM2577

A tender must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked 
“Property Tender” and addressed to the Village of 

Medstead, Box 148, Medstead, SK   S0M 1W0.

Tenders must be postmarked by 4:00 p.m. on April 8, 2019.

Highest, or any tender, not necessarily accepted.

Successful bidder will have 30 days to provide full 
payment to complete the purchase. All legal costs, title 

transfer fees and applicable taxes are the responsibility of 
the purchaser and are in addition to the bid price.

Dated the 21st day of March, 2019.
Coleen Kitching, Administrator

Notice of Preparation of
Assessment Roll

Village of Medstead
Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll for 
the Village of Medstead for the year 2019 has been 
prepared and is open to inspection in the o�ce of the 
assessor from 8:30 a.m. to noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. on the following days: Tuesday to Friday, March 
26, 2019 to April 26, 2019.

A bylaw pursuant to Section 214 of �e Municipalities 
Act has been passed and the assessment notices have 
been sent as required.  

Any person who wishes to appeal against his or her 
assessment is required to �le his or her notice of 
appeal with:  �e Assessor, Village of Medstead, Box 
148, Medstead, SK, S0M 1W0 by the 26th of April, 2019.

An appeal fee of $100 per property must accompany 
the notice.

Dated this 21st day of March, 2019.

Coleen Kitching, Assessor

Rabbit Lake news highlights

Seven Sask. communities soon to be home to family resource centres
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Local curlers compete at U-18 championship
Fresh off their SHSAA gold 

medals the previous weekend, 
two local curlers made their 
marks at the CurlSask Ramada 
Optimist U-18 championships in 
Regina March 14-17.

Dalton Wasden, who skipped 
the Spiritwood High Mixed team 
to the provincial gold, skipped 
his team to a third-place fin-
ish at the U-18 championships. 
Emma Beaulac, Wasden’s third 
on the Mixed team, was second 
for Brooklyn Fahl of Shellbrook 
in their quest for CurlSask glory.

In Wasden’s case, his team 
of Brennan Stochmanski third, 
Spencer Fox second and Burk 
Gosselin lead, peeled off five 
straight wins after an opening 
loss, but it was the two consecu-
tive losses to the eventual cham-
pion that ended their hopes.

The Jayden Bindig foursome 
from Weyburn did it the hard 
way, entering the playoffs as 
the “C” Event qualifier.  They 
downed Wasden to get that spot, 
and then beat Wasden again to 
advance to the final, where they 
outpointed the Jayden Bernath 

team from Saskatoon Sutherland 
for the championship.

Wasden’s first game was 
against Bindig, and it didn’t end 
well.  Knocked into the “B” side, 
Wasden and crew then racked up 
four straight victories to make 
it to the playoff as the “B” Event 
qualifier.  They won their next 
game, this time in the “C” Event, 
and then went up against Bin-
dig in the “C” final.  A win there 
would have given them a straight 
shot to the final against “A” Qual-
ifier Daymond Bernath.

It didn’t happen. Bindig ham-
mered them in four ends to take 
the “C” and set up the “B-C” play-
off.  Bindig squeaked out the win.

CurlSask events are triple 
knockout affairs, and with eight 
teams in the competition, players 
must be prepared to meet a team 
more than once.  Wasden went 
up against Bindig four times out 
of their eight games played.  All 
three of their losses were to the 
Weyburn foursome.  But they 
did beat them once, and they did 
beat Bernath, the second-place 
team, in their only meeting.

Incidentally, Bernath was 
the skip of the St. Joseph High 
School team that the Spiritwood 
team defeated in the semi-final 
of the SHSAA mixed.

And Bernath’s third, Madison 
Kleiter, was the skip of the run-
ner-up team at the Girls U-18.

The Girls competition was won 
by Emily Haupstein of Weyburn.

In addition to Emma Beaulac, 
the team all of Spiritwood – and 
Shellbrook –were cheering for 
consisted of Brooklyn Fahl at 
skip, Alexis Stochmanski third 
and Kelsey Deptuck at lead.  
Their coach is Leo Perrin.

Their record at the U-18 was 
2-3, and their best showing was 
against the eventual champion, 
Haupstein.  It was a loss, but 
Haupstein needed an extra end 
to do it, stealing the winning 
point.

Actually, their next game had 
a better result, but they still 
needed an extra end to record it.  
Elisa Soika of Regina had scored 
three in the 8th end to force an 
extra, and then Fahl scored the 
winning point for an 8-7 win.

Team Wasden, third-place finishers at the CurlSask U-18 Ra-
mada Optimist Championships, played at the Callie Curling 
Club in Regina.  L. to r.: Terry Thompson (coach), Burk Gosse-
lin, Spencer Fox, Brennan Stochmanski, and Dalton Wasden. 
The team had a record of 5-3 in the triple-knockout event.

19034JJ0

By TERRY PUGH, 
Clark’s Crossing Gazette

Municipalities across the province will re-
ceive $10 million more in revenue-sharing 
funding this year despite a looming austerity 
budget, according to Saskatchewan Premier 
Scott Moe.

Speaking at the 114th annual Saskatchewan 
Association of Rural Municipalities (SARM) 
conference in Saskatoon March 13, Moe said 
the new formula, negotiated between the pro-
vincial government and municipal officials 
over the past two years, resulted in an allo-
cation of $250 million this year to communi-
ties. The new formula will see municipalities 

receive 3/4 of a point of the Provincial Sales 
Tax (PST) revenue from the previous two fis-
cal years.

Moe said this amounts to a 4% increase in 
municipal revenue-sharing over last year.

He added this hike is significant given the 
“tight” provincial budget slated to be unveiled 
in the Legislature next week. Despite eco-
nomic headwinds, Moe said the province is 
experiencing continued growth, and munici-
pal funding will fuel that expansion.

“The funding will be provided within the 
confines of a balanced budget that will strike 
the right balance between continued invest-
ment and fiscal restraint,” said Moe, adding 

the revenue-sharing formula provides trans-
parency and predictability for both municipal 
and provincial governments.

“The increased revenue-sharing is a practi-
cal demonstration of the provincial govern-
ment’s commitment to municipalities across 
Saskatchewan,” said Moe.

Moe said grant applications from munici-
palities and other eligible organizations un-
der the Investing in Canada Infrastructure 
Program are now being accepted by the prov-
ince for initial consideration. The intake pe-
riod runs from March  15 to April 30, 2019.

“Strategic infrastructure investments are 
key to improving our citizens’ quality of life 
and positioning our communities for growth,” 
said Moe. “Infrastructure funding can also go 
further when groups work together, which is 
why I challenge community leaders to work 
together and consider submitting projects 
that can serve a region and its people.”

The Premier announced the province is 

committing $5 million to the Saskatchewan 
Conservation and Development Association 
for effective surface water drainage projects.

“We need effective water management so-
lutions in our province,” said Moe. “Right 
now we have a number of very good projects. 
There are 96 conservation and development 
associations that are in place and they work 
well.

“But the reality is we need hundreds of 
these of these organizations. We are provid-
ing a $5 million grant to specifically increase 
the number of conservation and development 
associations to expand and improve water 
management systems across the province.”

Moe said recent amendments to the provin-
cial Trespass to Property Act will bring fair-
ness for rural landowners. The changes now 
require hunters, snowmobilers and others to 
get permission to venture onto rural proper-
ties.

“These amendments will provide a better 
balance of the rights of rural landowners and 
the general public,” said Moe. “They afford 
the same rights to rural landowners that are 
currently being provided to their urban coun-
terparts.”

The Premier unveiled an “Innovation Chal-
lenge” that will award a $10,000 prize for the 
successful development of a technological so-
lution, such as a phone app, to allow people 
to conveniently obtain permission from rural 
property owners.

Moe said the provincial government is in-
vesting in improved cellular and internet 
coverage through SaskTel; a new ten-year 
agreement with STARS air ambulance; more 
funding for rural pest control; increased sup-
port for crop insurance; continued invest-
ment in highways; and more money for health 
care facilities, physicians and nurses.

Revenue-sharing to rise despite tight budget: Premier

Premier Scott Moe speaks at SARM. 
Photo courtesy of Terry Pugh.
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Spiritwood Open Bonspiel
The Spiritwood Open Bon-

spiel concluded Sunday af-
ternoon, March 17 with finals 
in the three events keeping 
curling fans on the edges of 
their seats.  Sort of.

Two of the three games fin-
ished early, as big ends on 
both sheets put an end to the 
drama.

That was the First Event 
and the Third Event.  Brad 
Nemish and his team of 
Landon Swityk, Dustin Smo-
linski and Craig Thompson 
scored four in the first end 
off Shannon Caffet and then 
kept their feet on the necks 

of the Caffet foursome.  They 
were presented with the 
championship trophy, and 
the jackets and curling bags 
sponsored by Martodam Mo-
tors.

Wayne Pauls and Ron Cras-
well were in a tight contest 
until the fifth end, when 
Pauls scored a big five-ender 
to build up a lead of 8-2.  
Craswell managed just one in 
the sixth and the teams shook 
hands.  Curling with Pauls 
were Laurie Mayo, Charles 
Schira and Andy Marsollier.

Fans were on the edges of 
their seats for the Second 

Event final, between the 
Lumsden/Meeting Lake four-
some and Karstin Booth’s 
team of Kyle Brewer, Jordan 
Tuttroen and Olivia Parker.

The teams traded points 
until the end of five, when 
it was 3-3.  The young kids, 
skipped by Brewer, stole a 
single in the sixth and then 
two more in the seventh for 
a three-point lead coming 
home.

Normally, three points, 
even without hammer should 
be a slam dunk.  But not this 
night.  A three-ender tied 
the contest, leading to an ex-
tra end. In the extra, Lloyd 
was trying a chip and roll, 
but was way too thin, leav-
ing Brewer with either one or 
three points without having 
to throw his final rock.

A “D” Event final was 
played earlier, with Don Tip-
ton downing Dyllan Franson.

The spiel featured “Rocks, 
Ribs and Roars” Saturday 
night in the Mezzanine, with 
an excellent meal of barbe-
cued ribs served up by Mar-
ion’s Catering and an hour 
of comedy provided by Sean 
Lecomber keeping the near-
capacity audience in near 
stitches.

Dave Hyndman and Jackey Gaboury have been 
appointed to the Spiritwood Housing Authority 
Board of Directors.  Other members of the board of 
directors are Vera Cadieu, Arlene Seesequasis and 
Michael Swityk. Swityk is chairperson.  

The Spiritwood Housing Authority is a communi-
ty-based organization that provides daily manage-
ment of 39 housing units constructed and operated 
under the terms of a federal provincial municipal 
cost sharing agreement. 

Social Services Minister, Paul Merriman, paid 
tribute to the volunteers who manage the social 
housing projects in their community.  “This local 
hands-on approach ensures that the Saskatchewan 
Housing Corporation responds effectively to the 
needs of each community.”

Saskatchewan has a network of 260 housing 
authorities and more than 1,400 volunteer mem-
bers who assist with management of housing units 
throughout the province for seniors, low income 
families and persons with disabilities. 

Persons interested in volunteering to serve on 
the board of directors for the Spiritwood Housing 
Authority are encouraged to contact the mayor of 
Spiritwood.  A local nominating committee recom-

mends board members.
Applications for accommodation are available 

from the manager of the Spiritwood Housing Au-
thority.

First event: Brad Nemish, Craig Thompson, Landon Swityk, 
and Dustin Smolinski.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Rural Municipality of Big River, No. 555

Public Notice is hereby given that the Council of the RM of Big River, No. 555 intends to adopt a bylaw pursuant to Section 207 of the Planning 
and Development Act, 2007 to amend Bylaw No. 1/19 known as the Zoning Bylaw.

INTENT
To amend zoning district map to rezone a portion of the N½-03-55-12-W3, lying east of Highway 24 from F - Forest District to A - Agriculture 
District, to accommodate a lagoon and an access to the said lagoon.

AFFECTED LANDS
An area on the east side of Highway 24, south the Resort Village of Chitek Lake and the intersection of Highway 945 and Highway 24, 
predominately located within the NE-03-55-12-W3 and a small area located within the NW-03-55-12-W3, in the Rural Municipality of Big 
River, No. 555, shown in the sketch below within the bold dashed line.

REASON
�e reason for the amendment is to 
accommodate the Resort Village of 
Chitek Lake Proposed Lagoon Site and 
future expansion thereof.

PUBLIC INSPECTION
Any person may inspect the bylaw 
at the RM O�ce on any judicial day 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Copies are available at a cost of 
$1.00.

PUBLIC HEARING
Council will hold a public hearing on 
April 8th, 2019, in the Board Room at 
the Big River Community Centre at 606 
First Street North, Big River, SK at 3:00 
pm.  Council will also consider written 
comments received at the hearing or 
delivered to the undersigned at the 
municipal o�ce before the hearing.

Issued at Big River this 14th day of 
March, 2019.

Donna Tymiak
RMA

Second event:  Olivia Parker, Joran Tuttroen, Karstin Booth, 
and Kyle Brewer.

Third event: Charlie Schira, Andy Marsollier, Laurie Mayo, 
and Wayne Pauls.

Hyndman, Gaboury appointed to Spiritwood Housing Authority 

Place Your Ad Today!
One Ad! Two Papers (includes website)! 
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Competitive Pricing
“We’re Your Local Rural Printer”

Ph: 306-747-2442 •  Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: chads@sbchron.com

•  Rubber Stamps
•  Embossers
•  Signs
•  Cards - Wedding, Anniversary, 
 Thank You, Etc.
•  Paper Supplies
•  Photocopying Paper

•  Photocopies
 - Full Color & Black/White
•  Brochures
•  Invoices & Forms
•  Business Cards
•  Envelopes
•  Printing of All Kinds

Your supplier for:

•  Customized Computer Forms

Your supplier for:

your local newspaper and more

Spiritwood  
            Herald
Spiritwood
            Herald
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Baseball needs a jolt — and soon
Baseball — the nation-

al pastime. Emphasis on 
the ‘past’? Say it ain’t so.

It’s been a foregone 
conclusion for the past 
couple of decades that 
pro football has zoomed 
past baseball as the fa-
vourite sport of North 
Americans, but lately, 
baseball is really tak-
ing it in the teeth in the 
court of public opinion.

Games are lasting 
far too long for today’s 
fan, who lives for im-
mediacy and fast-paced 
action. Pitching change 
after pitching change, 
often after the guy on the 
mound has faced only 
one hitter. “A one-batter 
specialist,” he’s called. 
Too many strikeouts, as 
pitchers are becoming 
dominant and batters 
are more interested in 
— or forced to — swing-
ing for the fences be-
cause defensive shifts 
have become the norm in 
major league parks. It’s 
all about “launch angle.” 
Tony Gwynn and Ted 
Williams wouldn’t ap-
prove. Pete Rose would 
bet it’s bad for the game.

An online report from 
the CBC’s the Buzzer said 

it best: “Baseball is now 
an extreme power game 
where hitters swing (and 
miss) from the heels 
against an endless string 
of flame-throwing re-
lievers. When they make 
contact, the ball often 
lands in the teeth of a de-
fensive shift. The pitch-
ing changes are endless. 
The ball is in play less 
than ever. Entertain-
ment alternatives are ev-
erywhere. Sure, the cash 
is still rolling in. But you 
can’t just count on fans 
sticking with baseball 
forever.”

Forbes Magazine re-
ports Major League 
Baseball attendance 
dropped below 70 mil-
lion in 2018 for the first 
time in 15 years. If that’s 
not enough to make 
Commissioner Rob 
Manfred and his owner 
bosses stand up and pay 
attention, what will? 
Money talks, of course. 
Perhaps when gate, TV 
and merchandise rev-
enues start to dip, the 
powers-that-be will take 
some significant steps to 
create more action dur-
ing a nine-inning game.

Broadcaster Bob Cos-

tas, whose first sporting 
love is baseball, said in a 
recent New Yorker inter-
view that “baseball’s sup-
posed to have a pleasing, 
leisurely pace. It’s not 
supposed to have a le-
thargic pace, and that’s 
what Manfred and com-
pany and the Players As-
sociation, if they’re en-
lightened about it, have 
to grapple with.”

Preventing scoring 
is becoming the way to 
win in all sports. De-
fence wins in the NFL. 
Coaches in the NHL use 
neutral-zone traps to sti-
fle an opponent’s offen-
sive efforts. In baseball, 
overpowering pitching 
and defensive shifts are 
taking over. Boring is 

winning out. Fans are 
zoning out.

Big changes are need-
ed, or what used to be 
the national pastime will 
become more like nap-
time.

•  Janice Hough of left-
coastsportsbabe.com: 
“Lebron James went to 
Lakers in part to jump-
start his career in Hol-
lywood. Well, looks like 
this year he’ll be free to 
work on movies starting 
in April.”

•  Colin Jost of Saturday 
Night Live’s Weekend 
Update: “Bryce Harper 
has signed a 13-year, 
$330 million contract 
with the Philadelphia 
Phillies. Finally, answer-
ing the question, ‘How 
much would someone 
have to pay you to live in 
Philadelphia?’”

•  Headline at 
SportsPickle.com: “Re-
port: Man agrees to live 
in Philadelphia for $330 
million.”

•  Patti Dawn Swansson 
in the River City Ren-
egade, on Jays’ prospect 
Vladimir Guerrero Jr.: 
“Apparently there’s 250 
pounds of him, and 200 
of it must be in the butt 

and thighs. His backside 
is wider than a hay wag-
on.”

•  Norman Chad of the 
Washington Post, who 
evidently is not a fan of 
The Athletic: “Cardinals’ 
Paul Goldschmidt ran 
out of toothpaste this 
morning, so he borrowed 
a Crest tube from his son. 
This was first reported 
by @TheAthletic.”

•  Chad again, on cham-
pion bowler Jason Bel-
monte, who bowls using 
two hands: “It’s as revo-
lutionary as if Picasso 
painted with the brush 
between his teeth.”

•  Brad Rock of the 
Deseret News: “Patri-
ots owner Robert Kraft 
pleaded not guilty to 
charges of soliciting a 
prostitute. But he did 
plead guilty to wearing 
a coloured shirt with 
a white collar 30 years 
after they went out of 
style.”

•  RJ Currie of sportsde-
ke.com: “Eight Portland 
Trailblazers got stuck in 
an elevator during a re-
cent road trip to Boston. 
During the 30 minutes 
they were trapped, they 
still outscored the Celt-

ics.”
•  Currie again: “At 

last count, an Indiana 
man estimates he has 
watched 26,261 layers of 
paint dry on his Guin-
ness World Record giant 
painted baseball. ‘We 
know how you feel,’ said 
Knicks fans.”

•  A groaner from the 
punny Dwight Perry of 
the Seattle Times: ”At-
lanta Hawks rookie Trae 
Young drew his second 
technical foul of the 
game — and an automat-
ic ejection — because he 
stared down the Bulls’ 
Kris Dunn. With apolo-
gies to Led Zeppelin, he 
was buying a stare-way 
to heavin’.”

•  How bad is the world, 
asks Dwight Perry? 
“Crime’s so bad,” Loui-
siana Senator John Ken-
nedy told the Gridiron 
Club dinner audience in 
D.C., “we had a Super 
Bowl stolen from us.” 
Added comedian Argus 
Hamilton: “It’s so bad in 
Venezuela, if you throw a 
dog a bone he has to sig-
nal for a fair catch.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

The Timberwolves head up the ice with the puck during the game against 
Hillmond.

SPORTSSPORTS

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

Good year for novice Timberwolves 
The Spiritwood Novice Timberwolves 

have concluded an excellent year of hock-
ey.  The success may not have been on the 
scoreboard, but they achieved their main 
goals over the course of the season, which 

were to learn and to have fun.
The team played ten league games and 

attended four tournaments.
Their final action was the “C” side tour-

nament in Hillmond March 9.

No trophies for the Novice Timberwolves, but they had fun and they learned 
a lot, making for a successful season.

Scramble in front of the Timberwolves goalie.  The puck stayed out.
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TIRINGER - Steve
The family of Steve 

Tiringer wish to an-
nounce his passing on 
February 21st, 2019 at 
the age of 89 yrs.  A Fu-
neral Service was held 
on Tuesday February 
26th, 2019  from the 
Pioneer Centre, Spirit-
wood, Sask. with Delo-
res Beaulac officiating.  
Interment followed at 

the Spiritwood Cem-
etery.  Steve is lovingly 
remembered by: His 
sister-in-law, Bernice 
Tiringer, his nieces and 
nephews: Randy Tir-
inger and family: Jamie 
(Rod) Krushelniski, 
Clint (Brynn Bitner), 
Clay (Crystal), Jade-
lyn; Kim (Diana) Tir-
inger and family: Chad 
(Megan Judge), Brandi 
(Rob Allen), Rhonda 
(Allan) Ash and family: 
Riley Siebert (Maggie 
Stanley), Brody Siebert 
(Sheri Dale); Lana 
(Alan) Poulin and fam-
ily: Tyson, Colton (Del-
rae Doucette), Shan-
taia (Keenan Sjodin); 
Blaine (Corrie) Tiringer 
and family: Keegan, 
Keera; Brad (Donna) 
Paulson; Barb Boyas; 
Merv Siebert, numer-
ous great, great nieces, 

nephews and other rel-
atives.  Steve is prede-
ceased by: his parents, 
Mike and Mary Tiring-
er, his sister, Kathleen 
Boyas and brothers, 
Frank and Louis Tir-
inger, his niece, Mary 
Paulson, nephews, 
Frank and Steve Boyas, 
his great nephew, Wes-
ley Paulson.  

Memorial donations 
may be made to the 
Canadian Diabetes As-
sociation in memory 
of Steve Tiringer as to-
kens of remembrance. 
Those wishing to send 
online condolences are 
invited to visit  www.
beaulacf unera lhome.
com  Funeral arrange-
ments have been en-
trusted to Lori Saam 
of Beau “Lac” Funeral 
Home, Spiritwood, 
Sask. (306) 883-3500.

OBITUARIES
~

Steve Tiringer

Community Calendar~
SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 9:00 am - 4:30 pm, Wednesday 9:30 
am - 4:30 pm & Friday 9:00 am - 4:30 pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm; Thurs. 10 am - 3 pm 
(Storytime from 10:30 am to 11:30 am) 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tues. 12:30 pm - 4:30 pm; Wed. 1 pm - 4 pm.
SPIRITWOOD: Pasta Supper & Auction, Sunday, March 31st By Sacred Heart Parish at 
Spiritwood Civic Center. Doors open and cocktails at 4 pm; Supper at 5 pm; Live & Silent 
Auction to follow. Advance tickets available for purchase until March 22 at Rivier Elemen-
tary School & Martodam’s Family Retail. Adult - $12; Kids - $8; 5 & Under - Free. Tickets 
available at the door: Adults - $14; Kids - $10.

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar FREE 

for two weeks prior to the event with the purchase of a 2 column x 2” Display ad for only:
$49.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%

Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only
Call Now For Further Details

“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • email: chads@sbchron.com

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Summer Worship 11:00 a.m. 

Rev. Nora Borgeson
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

PENTECOSTAL
Glaslyn

 Pre-service Prayer 
Sunday, 10:30 am

Sunday Service 11:00 am
 Kids Club Tuesday 

3:30 pm - 5 pm
Wednesday Prayer 

7 pm - 8 pm
Pastor Ruth Phillips

-----------------------
CATHOLIC

SUNDAY
Spiritwood - 11:15 a.m.

Leoville - 9:30 a.m.
Chitek Lake - Closed for 

the Season
SATURDAY

Medstead - 6 p.m.
Shell Lake - Closed for 

the Season 
Father Peter Nnanga MSP 

-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake - Sun. 10 am 
(Worship in Lutheran - 

United Church)
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407 - 2nd Ave .E, 

Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 am - 

Sabbath School
Sat., 11:00 am - Worship

Broadcast on 
VOAR 92.1 FM

Pastor Dan Guiboche
306-930-3377

-----------------------
MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 11:00 am

Pastor Celeste Wright

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 1st Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
3rd Sunday - 10 pm 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------
EVANGELICAL FREE

Mont Nebo
 Wed., 7:30 pm -

Bible Study & Prayer
  Sun., 10:30 am - Worship  
 Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY  CHURCH
Spiritwood

Sun., 11 am - Worship 
Service & Sunday School

Pastor Gerry Zak
-----------------------

BELBUTTE FULL 
GOSPEL

   11 am  Worship Service
  1st Sun., 7:30 pm 

- Hymn Sing
Pastor Floyd Berg
-----------------------

COWBOY  CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

PRAISE & WORSHIP

FRANSON - Keith 
Robert Franson was 
born February 6, 1949 
at Spiritwood, SK and 
passed away March 7, 
2019 at the family farm 
with his wife at his side, 
he was 70 years of age.  
Keith is lovingly re-
membered by his: wife, 
Linda Franson (nee 
Halliwell), his children: 
Clayton (Michelle) of 
Lloydminster, AB and 
children: Devon and 
Tailynn, Jason (Janett) 
of Spiritwood, SK and 
children: Jaylene, John, 
and James, Bruce (Amy) 
of Prince Albert, SK and 
children: Kody, Brook-

lyn, Deziree, Maddox, 
and Makynley, Brent 
(Rosanna) of Spirit-
wood, SK and children: 
Tamika and Tessa, his 
siblings: Phyllis Mayoh, 
Gordon (Leeanne) 
Franson, Jane (Les) 
Christiansen, Harvey 
(Dianne) Franson, and 
Doug (Gail) Franson, 
mother-in-law, Marga-
ret Halliwell, siblings-
in-law:  Darlene Nash 
(Kevin), Debbie (Bill) 
Luthi, Don (Elaine) 
Halliwell, and Warren 
(Lisa) Halliwell and also 
numerous nieces, neph-
ews, other relatives and 
friends.  He was prede-
ceased by: his parents, 
John `̀ Francis̀ ` and 
Elsie Franson, father-
in-law, Harry Halliwell, 
brothers-in-law, Jack 
Nash, Charles Halliwell 
and Gary Mayoh.  The 
Funeral Service was 
held on Thursday March 
14, 2019 at 2:00 pm from 
the Civic Centre, Spirit-
wood, SK with Pastor 
Rick Martin officiating.  
Pastor Rick Martin and 
Landon Franson pro-

vided music ministry 
for the Funeral Service 
and the Eulogy was 
given by Janett Fran-
son and Tailynn Fran-
son.  Active Pallbearers 
were Devon Franson, 
Doug Franson, Bill Lu-
thi, Kody Franson, Har-
vey Franson and Don 
Abbott.  Keith’s Final 
Resting Place is at the 
Spiritwood Cemetery, 
Spiritwood, SK.   Fol-
lowing the interment, 
the family invited all 
in attendance for lunch 
and fellowship in the 
Civic Centre.  Memorial 
Donations may be made 
to New Hope Communi-
ty Church in memory of 
Keith Franson as tokens 
of remembrance.  Fam-
ily and friends wishing 
to send online condo-
lences are welcome to 
visit www.beaulacfu-
neralhome.com. Fu-
neral arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
the care of Beau “Lac” 
Funeral Home, Mark 
Muir, Funeral Director, 
Spiritwood (306-883-
3500).

Keith Franson

Place your Classified Today!
1st week 20 words $16.00 

Extra words 20¢ each
2nd week $8.00

Plus GST
Phone: 306-747-2442

Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: chads@sbchron.com

Spiritwood Herald

Advertising 
Deadline is

Friday
5:00 p.m.
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An apple a day… Part 1
By Sara Williams

Our apples (Malus pumila) are descen-
dants of M.sieversii, native to the moun-
tains Kazakhstan and brought back to 
Macedonia in 328 BC by Alexander the 
Great. They have been hybridized and se-
lected for centuries. 

Apples have been part of the prairie land-
scape almost since the time of European 
settlement. Early immigrants brought 
seeds from Europe and Russia. Trees har-
dy enough to survive were crossed with 
better quality apples from eastern Canada. 

Prairie plant breeders have done an 
admirable job of developing hardy, high 
quality apples for over a century. The Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan fruit breeding 
program, under Dr. Bob Bors, continues 
to introduce high quality apples hardy to 
-40°C.

Prairie apple trees generally live for 30 
or more years before declining, longer with 
proper pruning. The apples themselves are 
formed on short branches called spurs that 
will produce for a decade or more. 

Apples are self-incompatible; two variet-
ies are needed for cross-pollination. This 
is not a problem in urban yards, as your 
neighbour will have one within bee-flying 
distance. 

In rural areas, buy two different variet-
ies. All apples tend to bloom at the same 
time and most bloom after danger of frost.

Apples are grafted onto hardy rootstock, 
generally Siberian crabapple stock. These 
trees are up to 20 feet in height and should 
be spaced 13 feet apart. 

Some apples are grafted onto dwarf root-
stock, usually “Ottawa 3” in zone 2. This 
reduces the height of the trees to about 3 m (10 ft.), 
making them easier to prune, thin and pick. No lad-
ders needed! It does not affect the size of the fruit. 

As well, dwarf trees come into bearing at three 
years of age as opposed to five years for standard 
trees. 

Dwarf apple trees should be staked because the 
top portion tends to grow more vigorously than the 
rootstock can easily support. If unsupported, they 

may fall over or break off. Use a heavy-duty metal 
rod or a wooden fence post.

Plant apple trees in well-drained soil in full sun. 
Water them regularly (1 inch per week during the 
growing season; more in sandy soil, less in clay), 
especially when they are young. Once established, 
they are fairly drought-tolerant but benefit from ir-
rigation during hot dry periods.

Fertilize moderately in early spring with compost, 

well-rotted manure or alfalfa pellets. Re-
duce fertilizer if winterkill or fireblight oc-
cur. Mulch with post peelings, weed-free 
straw, grass clipping, chipper debris or 
flax shives to retain moisture, add organic 
matter to the soil, moderate soil tempera-
ture and reduce weeds.

Apple trees are known for “biennial bear-
ing” -producing so much fruit in one year 
that they lack sufficient nutrients and sug-
ars to create flower buds (and fruit) the fol-
lowing year. In abundant years,branches 
may crack and break under the heavy fruit 
load. This cycle can be avoided by pruning 
and fruit thinning.

A few weeks after flowering, hundreds 
of small apples fall. Called “June drop”, 
this can also occur in early July. But fur-
ther thinning may be required. Use the 
“One Hand Rule”: spread your fingers and 
thumb far apart. As you hold your hand up 
to a branch, allow only one apple to remain 
in that space. This general rule of thumb 
(pun intentional), assumes an average 
sized-hand and an average-sized apple. 
Thinning early in the season results in 
substantially larger fruit.

Apples in Saskatchewan ripen from mid-
August through October. Apples can toler-
ate light frosts (-4°C) due in part to their 
high sugar content. Many of the last to 
ripen have the longest refrigerator life. The 
firmer an apple, the longer its storage life. 

[Next week: apple varieties for the prai-
ries.]

Sara Williams is the author of many 
books including Gardening Naturally, 
Best Trees and Shrubs, and Best Ground-
covers and Vines with Hugh Skinner, Cre-

ating the Prairie Xeriscape, and with Bob Bors, 
Growing Fruit in Northern Gardens. She gives 
workshops on gardening topics throughout the 
prairies.

This column is provided courtesy of the Saskatch-
ewan Perennial Society (SPS; saskperennial@hot-
mail.com). Check our website (www.saskperennial.
ca) or Facebook page (www.facebook.com/sask-
perennial) for a list of upcoming gardening events.

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded
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•  Residential
•  Commercial

•  Custom Design for 
home, office or business

• Excellent finishing
Russell Isaac

Office 306-883-3095
Cell 306-883-7559

Spiritwood

Vantage
Cabinetry ltd

CABINETRY CONSTRUCTION
 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

LAWYER

Shelley Cannon, in person,
Wednesdays by appointment

124 1st St. E., Spiritwood
Rear Building Entrance

306-922-4700
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash Chovin McCullagh

PLUMBING

Jake’s 
    Plumbing & Heating

Furnaces, boilers, water heaters & 
softeners, garage unit heaters, air 

conditioners, reverse osmosis systems, 
fire places, gas fitting and more 

Red Seal Interprovincial 
Journeyman Plumber

Licensed General Gas�tter
Guaranteed workmanship

306-280-0743

ake’s 
   

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
Madeleine
747-2442

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

Each O�ce is 
Independently 

Owned and 
Operated

306.883.7449

Heather Sarrazin, REALTOR®

Licensed to trade in residential, agricultural, and 
commercial real estate.

LAKE COUNTRY’S LOCAL REALTOR®

REAL ESTATE
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Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 5 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in good 
faith. We advise that it is in your interest to 
investigate offers personally. Publications by this 
paper should not be taken as an endorsement of  
the product or services offered.

SWNA Blanket Classifieds
Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 

Cost for 25 words:
Saskatchewan market ..............$209.00
   One Zone  ............................$86.00
   Two Zone ..........................$123.00
Alberta market .......................$269.00
Manitoba market ...................$189.00
BC market .............................$395.00
Ontario market ......................$439.00
   Western Ontario  .................$155.00   
   Central Ontario  ..................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario ..................$145.00
   Northern Ontario  ..................$90.00
Quebec market
   English ...............................$240.00
Atlantic market ......................$200.00
Across Canada  ..................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French)  ................$986.00

Spiritwood Herald
Reaching over 10,000 people weekly. 

Personal Classifieds: 
$16.00 for 20 words +  GST

20¢ additional words
$8.00 for additional weeks

Classified Display: 
$22.00/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches - $44.00 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 5:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$70.00 + $3.50 (GST) = $73.50/year

Great family Kia 
SUV for sale. Call 
1-306-469-2057. 
 3-12CH

WEST COWAN API-
ARIES has for sale 
- Registered Black 
Angus Bulls by pri-
vate treaty. A pen of 
15, 2 year olds, are 
ready to work for 

you. Moderate birth 
weights. First Class, 
Upward, Chisum, 
Final Answer blood 
lines available. Con-
tact: Christopher at 
(306) 469-4970 or 
(306) 469-7902. 
 17-26CH

FOR SALE - Red or 
Black PB Registered 
Yearling Salers 
bulls. Phone 306-
747-3302. 8-16CH

WANTED - Shed 
deer, moose and 
elk antlers. Contact 
David Zdunich 306-
227-1337.  4-15CH

WANTED - Farm 
land for rent. Call 
Matt 306-469-7660 
or Mike 306-469-
7741.  4-14CH

WANTED - Equip-
ment operators and 
Class 1A drivers for 
seeding. Call Matt 
306-469-7660 or 
Mike 306-469-7741. 
 4-13CH

WANTED: Home 
for indoor cats. 
Two 3-year-old 
female cats need 
a new home. Both 
are spayed, one is 
declawed, and all 
shots are up to date. 
Very loving and 
affectionate. Would 
prefer to keep them 
together but will 
separate if neces-

sary. For more info 
call 306-747-9009. 
 TFCH

¼ SECTION FARM 
LAND by Shell Lake 
for sale. Approx. 
20 acres lake front, 
joined by some wood 
land. Great place 
to build a house. 
Phone Gunnar Slem-
ming 306-714-7997. 
 1-12CH

HELP WANTED - 
Full or part time 
position available 
at large farm op-
eration. Must know 
cattle and machin-
ery. Ph: Kelly Feige 
after 6 pm 306-747-
2376  TFCH

LOT FOR SALE

FOR SALE
Larger Residential Property

in Shellbrook

Property is lot 20, located on Sanjun 
Drive, Shellbrook. 104’ wide x 

133’ long with 59’ wide x 29’ long 
extension. All services available.

$27,500
Enquiries please call 

Clark Pepper at 306-747-3432 
or 306-747-7755 (cell) 

for more details.

WANTED

HELP WANTED

Double ‘F’ Cattle 
Co., 10th Annual 
Bull Sale - March 
28, Northern Live-
stock Sales, 2:00 
p.m., Prince Albert, 
SK. 

Selling 50 rugged 
Black Angus bulls 
and an elite group 
of replacement heif-
ers. 

Call Kelly Feige, 
306-747-2376, 306-
747-7498. 

View catalogue 
and videos after 
March 1st at www.
doublefcattle.com 
 4-12CH

LIVESTOCK 
FOR SALE

 Anderson’s 
Four Bar X Ranch 

& CMT Farms 
Black Angus Bull Sale
Monday, April 1st

1:30 pm 
Spiritwood Stockyards

Spiritwood, SK 
70 Black Angus bulls on 
o�er. All bulls are semen 

tested, wintering and 
delivery available.
For a catalogue or 
more info contact:

Kevin 306-883-7335 
Chad 306-441-9837 
or T Bar C Cattle Co. 

306-220-5006  
View the catalogue 

online at: 
www.BuyAgro.com 

(PL#116061)

AUTOS
FOR SALE

SPIRIT OF THE NORTH BULL SALE
Sunday, April 7th - 1 PM 

Spiritwood Stockyards, 
Spiritwood, SK

Selling 65 Black Angus, 
Charolais and Simmental 

yearling and two-year old bulls. 
For more info or a catalogue 

contact: 
T Bar C Cattle Co. at
306-220-5006  

View the catalogue online at 
www.BuyAgro.com 

(PL#116061)

(NC) From spam emails 
to fake government work-
ers asking for personal 
information on the phone, 
scams are all around us. 
Some are more obvious 
than others, but do you 
know how to protect your-
self from the sneakier 
ones?

Here are some warning 
signs for both online and 
off line scams:

Wire transfer. Many 
scams involve a request to 
wire money electronically 
using a money transfer 
service like MoneyGram 
and Western Union, or us-
ing cryptocurrency such 
as Bitcoin. Remember 
that sending a transfer 
through these services is 
like sending cash — once 
the amount is picked up, 
it’s almost impossible to 
get your money back.

Unsolicited friend 
requests on social me-
dia. Don’t accept friend 

requests from people you 
don’t know. Does their 
profile look fairly empty 
or have posts that are very 
generic? Do they seem to 
be promising more than 
friendship? These are 
some red f lags that point 
to a scam. Delete that re-
quest. Check your privacy 
settings to ensure your 
profile is protected.

Spelling mistakes. Be 
skeptical of emails, mes-
sages or websites that 
contain misspelled com-
mon words, grammar er-
rors that make it difficult 
to read or expressions that 
are used incorrectly. Email 
and web addresses should 
also be examined closely 
to see if there are subtle 
mistakes or differences.

It’s just too good to 
be true. Everybody loves 
a great deal. But shocking 
offers, unbelievable dis-
counts and unreal rates 
may signal that the offer 

isn’t quite what it seems. 
Ridiculously low prices 
usually equal cheap prod-
ucts or counterfeit goods. 
Free offers may require 
providing your credit card 
for shipping. Small tactics 
like these can lead to big 
profits for scammers.

Unsolicited calls.
You might get a call from 
someone claiming that 
you have a virus on your 
computer, or that you owe 
taxes or there has been 

fraudulent activity in your 
bank accounts. Know that 
legitimate organizations 
will most likely not call 
you directly. Don’t take 
any chances. Hang up and 
call the organization your-
self using the number from 
a trustworthy source, such 
as the phone book, their 
website, or even invoices 
and account statements.

Find more information 
at www.competitionbu-
reau.gc.ca/fraud.

Is this a scam? Red flags

FARM LAND 
FOR SALE

blanket 
classifieds

Reach more 
than 500,000 readers.  

306-747-2442 Classifieds Work! 306-747-2442

It’s Easy
to place 

a classi�ed!

Phone
 306-747-2442

Fax:
306-747-3000

Email: 
chads@

sbchron.com

CLASSIFIEDS WORK!

Place Your Ad Now!

Ph: 306.747.2442 • Fax: 306.747.3000

Email: chads@sbchron.com
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Skaters present “Through the Year”

Kaiser was played Feb. 17 
with five tables.  Narcisse 
Caffet was Men’s High, sec-
ond was Doug Solinger.  Sal 
Tipton won first for the wom-
en, with second going to Mar-
ilyn Simonar.  Rose Szabo 
was the 50-50 winner.

We played again on Mar. 17 
with six tables.  Helen Kre-
low placed first for Women’s 
High, while Paulette Lafond 

placed second.  Ed Kulpa won 
first for the men and Gerry 
Lafond was second.

Our next Kaiser tourna-
ment will be April 28 rather 
than the third Sunday due to 
Easter.

Our senior center has de-
cided to start cribbage every 
Friday at 7:30 p.m.

March 1 was the first ses-
sion, with five tables playing 
cribbage. Players ranged in 
age from 11 to 88 years old.

March 1 winners: 1. Jim An-
derson; 2. Armand Smith; 3. 
Cheryl Smith.  The $5 winner 
for the first 24-hand: Cheryl 
Smith.  Joyce Willick was the 
50-50 winner.

March 8: four tables.  Win-
ners: 1. Marilyn Simonar; 2. 

Doug Solinger; 3. Irene Mar-
ion. The $4 winner for the 
first 24-hand: Sal Tipton.  Sal 
also won the 50-50.

March 17: six tables plus 
two. Winners: 1. Rosanne 
Smith; 2. Doug Solinger; 3. 
Sally Salisbury.  $5 winner 
of the first 24-hand: Judy Ly-
beck.  50-50 winner: Wayne 
Bellisle.

We’ll be playing cribbage 
again on March 22 and 29, 
but due to the Grand Ole 
Opry there will not be a ses-
sion April 5.  We’ll continue 
on April 12.

The Pioneer center holds 
Bingo every Thursday at 2 
p.m., so if you’re interested in 
any of these activities, every-
one is most welcome.

Joyce Willick was made an Honorary Life 
Member of the Spiritwood Skating Club in 
appreciation for all she has done for the 
arena and for the kids who use it.  “She is 
the epitome of heart and soul,” said Club 
President Allison Batty-Simonar.

Tegan Naumann of the Shell-
brook Skating Club was the 
guest skater.

“It’s Fall Again” – the CanSkate Blue group.  The blue skaters are primarily 
finishing up Stage 1 of the CanSkate program.  L. to r.: Sierra Strate, Svea 
Hart, Mitchell Ilioukevitch, Phoenix Walter, Marshal Wingerter, and Cam-
eron Gaboury. (Missing Payton Caffet).

“Spring is Here” – the CanSkate Red group.  The club’s beginners. L. to r.: 
William Buswell, Tenille Rose, Ryker Caffet, Nyah Hart, and Asher Simonar.

“The Hockey Song” – the CanSkate Green group, working on Stage 4 of the 
CanSkate program.  Back Row: L. to r: Lexi Kajner, Mikayla Jewitt , Kather-
ine Follack, Mackenzie Walter, and Ariel Smolinski. Front Row:  Cruze Ka-
jner, Kelsey Doucette, Brielle Hart, and Anna Nemish.

Spiritwood Pioneer Center activities

306-747-2442 
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