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Cordwood Spiel ends curling season

Cordwood champions: Esther Hujber presented the Hujbers Market on Main trophy and keeper trophies to the team of Maya Doucette, Avery 
Duret, Tyce Turgeon, and Pujan Pandya.

The final event on the Spiritwood 
Curling Calendar attracted some 90 
kids with brushes and brooms as the 
annual Lions Cordwood Bonspiel was 
held.

The 22 teams each played three 
games, with the winners determined by 
points – six for a win, plus one for each 
end scored. At the end of the day, there 
was a clear winner.

The team skipped by Maya Doucette, 
with third Avery Duret, second Tyce 
Turgeon and lead Pujan Pandya scored 
27 points for the win.  They were pre-
sented with the trophies sponsored 

by Hujbers Market on Main by Esther 
Hujber. They each received keeper tro-
phies, along with a gift card from Sub-
way.

The kids began the day with a pan-
cake breakfast, with all the fixins’ pro-
vided by Spiritwood Scotiabank and 
prepared by the Lions.

And then the curling began, with the 
ice rental provided once again by Mar-
todam Motors.  The curlers lined up be-
fore heading onto the ice, with instruc-
tions to clean their shoes.  Lon Bryan 
Ferguson was the one giving directions, 
aided this year by the use of a sound 

system provided by Terry Peterson-
Latus.

As in the past, there was superlative 
parent involvement in helping the kids 
on the ice throughout the entire day, 
and also a number of student volun-
teers, all of whom had gone up through 
the ranks curling in the Cordwood until 
they “aged” out.

For as much as the Lions do to orga-
nize and put on the event, mused one 
Lion, the success of the project really 
hinges on the willingness of parents to 
help the kids on the ice.

This was the 16th Cordwood Bonspiel.  

The first was held March 20 in the old 
Arena, with yellow ropes dividing one 
sheet from another.

The Cordwood moved into the new 
curling rink the next year, where it has 
been held ever since.

Although curling was the main at-
traction, the Literacy Olympics were 
being held in the Mezzanine upstairs, 
and most of the curlers took advantage 
of the activities there in between games.

Prizes for the Cordwood were provid-
ed by and through the generous contri-
butions of many local businesses. 

More photos on pages 8 & 9

April 8 to 12, 2019

Spiritwood, SK   “Your One Stop Dealer”
Ph: 306-883-2045  www.martodammotors.com

37th Annual

Customer Appreciation Sale Pre-Owned SpecialsPre-Owned Specials
2013 
Steiger 600
Quadtrac

2013 
Steiger 600
Quadtrac

$349,000
2000 hrs, Lux Cab, 1000 PTO

• Specials All Week • Co�ee & Donuts All Week • All In Stock Parts 10% O� All Week 
• Cash & Carry • Door Prizes • All Ag Filters 15% O� All Week
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Big 50-50 win for Robinsons
“Can you get somewhere 

private?” she asked.  “We 
need to talk.”

What now, he thought, but 
he went outside where no 
one could hear his end of the 
conversation.

“We just won the 50-50 in 
the Hospital Lottery!”

Cal had been with friends 
having coffee when Tammy 
made the call, and after she 
gave him the news, he had to 
go back in and not let on that 
anything had changed in the 
Cal and Tammy Robinson 
world.

It was difficult, because 
it’s not every day you get 
news that you have just been 
drawn the winner of some 
$380,500.

The Saskatoon Hospital 
Home Lottery had just made 

their draws, and Tammy had 
taken the call.  They had 
been asked by the Founda-
tion to keep it quiet as they 
wanted to be the ones to 
make it public.  They didn’t 
want word to get out prior to 
the official announcement.

Shortly after, they drove in 
to Saskatoon and met the of-
ficials from the foundation, 
along with the other win-
ners, for the official presen-
tation.

Cal told the Herald that 
they had no immediate plans 
for the windfall.

“We’re going to put it in the 
bank for a while,” he said.

However, he did buy the 
side-by-side that he had 
been looking at.

“I’ve wanted one for quite a 
while,” Cal said.

The Spiritwood Seniors 
Bonspiel was played 
March 25 and 26 with 
ten teams participating.  
In addition to two days 
of curling, everyone en-
joyed a couple of excel-

lent lunches at noon both 
days and a great turkey 
supper on the Monday 
night.

The finals in all three 
events were played 
Tuesday afternoon.  The 

Lloyd Fisher foursome 
won the First Event with 
a lopsided victory over 
Ken Granburg.  A steal 
of four in the fourth end 
was a significant factor 
in the win.

In the Second Event, 
Jim Koetse also rode to 
victory on the strength of 
a big end.  John Howard 
started off with a pair 
in the opening end, but 
Koetse used his hammer 
in the second to score a 
big five points.  He added 
a three-spot later, and 
the teams shook hands 
after six ends.

The Third Event had 
the most drama, keeping 
the fans on the edge of 
their seats for most of the 
game.  In the end, Al Su-
lymka beat Louis Marion 
in a playoff in what was 
to that point a see-saw 
battle.  Marion stole a 
single in the sixth for a 
5-3 lead, but Sulymka 
went ahead with a three-
ender in the seventh.

Marion tied it with a 
single in eighth to force 
the playoff.  Sulymka’s 
team came through with 
some excellent draws, 
and they outpointed 
Marion’s 6-4 on points 
for the win.

Cal and Tammy Robinson were presented with the 50-50 add-on prize in the Saskatoon Hos-
pital Home Lottery.  They have no immediate plans for the winnings.

Esther’s Hair Salon 
will be closing
May 3, 2019.

Thank you to all my valued 
customers for your 

patronage over the years!
– Esther Hujber

Rewarding opportunity available for motivated nurse who desires to 
work with First Nation clients in a friendly, welcoming community. 
Options available are full-time, part-time and casual, on week days, 
vehicle provided, education benefit and multiple funded, learning 
opportunities, excellent support.
For more information about this autonomous and rewarding position, 
please contact Lindsey Dauvin, Supervisor Nurse Practice Advisor 
with Indigenous Services Canada, Spiritwood. Phone 306-883-1465 
or email lindsey.dauvin@canada.ca
To apply for this position and to view the full list of required 
qualifications, please refer to the federal government employment 
website: www.canada.ca/government-jobs. 19-NHW-FNIH-EA-
SK-260071. The deadline for applications is April 15th, 2019.

We thank all candidates who apply and advise that only those selected for 
further consideration in the process will be contacted. Preference will be given 
to Canadian citizens. We are committed to Employment Equity. The Public 
Service of Canada is committed to developing inclusive, barrier-free selection 
processes and work environments. If contacted regarding this competition, 
please advise of the accommodation measures which must be taken to enable 
you to be assessed in a fair and equitable manner.

Vous pouvez obtenir ces renseignements en français.

Indigenous Services
Canada

Services aux
Autochtones Canada

Registered Nurse Home Care
Big Island Lake First Nation

NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
OF ASSESSMENT ROLL

Pursuant to subsection 214 of �e Municipalities Act, 
Notice is hereby given that the Assessment Roll for the Resort 
Village of Pebble Baye for the year 2019 has been prepared 
and is open to inspection by calling (306)468-3104 or emailing 
resortpebblebaye@gmail.com for an appointment between 
April 5th and May 7th, 2019. Any person who wishes to appeal 
against his or her assessment is required to �le his or her notice 

of appeal with:
�e Assessor

Resort Village of Pebble Baye
Box 449, Canwood, SK  S0J 0K0

By the 7th day of May, 2019
Dated at Canwood, Saskatchewan, this 27th day of March, 2019
Terry Lofstrom, Assessor
Resort Village of Pebble Baye

Fisher foursome wins Spiritwood Seniors Bonspiel

First Event: Lloyd 
Fisher, Bruce Mansell, 
Charles Schira, Joe 
Delisle.

Second Event: Jim Koetse, Al Turgeon, Anita Wei-
ers, Lynn Gaboury.

Third Event:  Al Sulymka, Ken Hogg, Susan Siegel, 
Sandra Howard.



The internet is an incredible social and educational 
tool.  However, Spiritwood RCMP would like to remind 
parents and family members of the need to take a pro-
active approach to protect children from online sexual 
exploitations. 

Within the last few years, there has been an increase 
in the number of reported cases involving youth in self/
peer exploitation. In most instances, online conversa-
tions start off as what appear to be friendly conversation 
and can then quickly progress to sexual conversations. 
Teens may initially feel flattered and curious about these 
conversations and think 
it is harmless. However, 
some teens can be tricked 
into thinking they are actu-
ally in an online relation-
ship with the other person. 

What you can do:
As parents and family 

members, it is important 
to have conversations with 
your children about the 
risks associated to social 
media and technology.

•  Talk to them about what 
programs and sites they are 
using, and why they are us-
ing them.

•  Become familiar with 
the apps that they use, and 
that come pre-installed on 
their phones. 

•   Monitor the amount of 
time they spend on the in-
ternet.

•  Consider parental con-
trols that limit access to 
certain apps and internet 
sites.  

•  Edit privacy settings to 
restrict access to accounts 
your children use.

•  Have them use the internet in an open space such as 
the kitchen or living room where you can observe what 
is going on.

•  Discuss with them the risks of chatting with people 
online that they don’t personally know.

•  Tell them that people don’t always tell the truth and 
may not be who they say that they are online.

•  Reassure them that you are always there to help, 
even in a tough situation, and they should never listen to 
someone telling them not to tell their parents.

•  Explain to them that live-streaming can be record-

ed, and that pictures stay in cyber space even once they 
think they have deleted them.  Pictures and videos can 
be forwarded over and over again. 

For more information, please visit the following:
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/is-si/index-eng.htm
https://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/index-eng.aspx
www.cybertip.ca
www.needhelpnow.ca
If you or someone you know has been a victim of a 

cybercrime, please contact your local police service or 
RCMP detachment. 
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Report from the Legislature
Members of the Legisla-

tive Assembly have been 
debating the 2019-20 Pro-
vincial Budget – a respon-
sible and sustainable plan 
to balance the budget this 
year, and in the years to 
come. The debate, howev-
er, brought forward some 
questionable remarks 
from the NDP’s newest 
MLA who defended the 
former government’s clo-
sure of 176 schools and 52 
hospitals by saying, “May-
be those places should 
have been closed.” He even 
suggested that our protec-
tive services “don’t prevent 
crime”, they only respond 
to it.

While these comments 
are completely out of 
touch with Saskatchewan, 
perhaps they shouldn’t 
come as a surprise from 
the same group of peo-
ple who have supported 
the Trudeau carbon tax 
from the very beginning. 

Your Saskatchewan Party 
MLAs are fighting the 
federal carbon tax and 
standing up for Saskatch-
ewan by putting forward 
and passing a budget that 
strikes the right balance 
between keeping taxes 
low and providing quality 
services for our children, 
families, and seniors; im-
portant investments in 
urban and rural Saskatch-

ewan; and for building 
our economy and creating 
jobs.

One of the highlights in 
this year’s budget is our 
commitment to improv-
ing mental health services 
across the province. Fund-
ing for targeted mental 
health and addictions ini-
tiatives increases by nearly 
$30 million, representing 
the largest ever commit-
ment to mental health ser-
vices in Saskatchewan.

Another highlight is a 
$100,000 commitment 
to Legions and ANAVETS 
branches across Saskatch-
ewan to assist the impor-
tant work of supporting 
veterans and honouring 
the memory of our fallen 
heroes. Details on the 
program and application 
process are being finalized 
with guidelines to be an-
nounced later this spring.

The new provincial bud-
get is the right balance to 

keep our province growing 
and our economy strong. 
I encourage you to visit 
saskatchewan.ca/budget 
to learn more about our 
balanced budget with no 
new taxes or tax increas-
es; a budget that invests 
in health care, seniors, 
students and classrooms, 
and vulnerable families; 
a budget that’s focused on 
safety and investments in 

infrastructure; and a bud-
get that strikes the right 
balance for Saskatchewan.

The Government of Sas-
katchewan appreciates the 
commitment and sacri-
fices of Canadian Armed 
Forces veterans and will 
be offering hunting and 
angling licences at no cost 
to recognize their contri-
butions. The new initia-
tive applies to veterans 
who were honourably dis-
charged from the Armed 
Forces and is available to 
Saskatchewan and Cana-
dian resident veterans. 
More information on this 
opportunity, including eli-
gibility requirements and 
how to apply, can be found 
at saskatchewan.ca or by 
calling the Ministry of En-
vironment Inquiry Centre 
at 1-800-567-4224.

Melting snow and ris-
ing temperatures give us 
reason to believe we’ve put 
a long and cold winter be-

hind us. It also means it’s 
time to start planning for 
recreation and relaxation 
in Saskatchewan Provin-
cial Parks. Campsite res-
ervations for the 2019 sea-
son begin Tuesday, April 2 
at 7:00 a.m. with seasonal 
bookings. Reservations 
open at 7:00 a.m. on April 
4 for group camping sites, 
and April 8 to 18 for night-
ly sites.

Due to high demand 
for these sites, a queu-
ing system will be used to 
ensure a fair process. For 
a smooth booking pro-
cess, campers are urged 
to create a new account 
and become familiar with 
the new system prior to 
reservations opening. All 
reservation information, 
including tutorials for cre-
ating a new account, are 
available at saskparks.com 
by clicking “Important 
2019 Camping and Reser-
vation Info”.

HON. SCOTT MOE, 
PREMIER

~
MLA for Rosthern -

 Shellbrook
Toll Free: 

1-855-793-3422
scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

HON. JEREMY 
HARRISON 

 MLA
~

 Meadow 
Lake

Toll Free: 
1-877-234-6669

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

TEAM

www.boechlerschiraauction.com

BOECHLER-SCHIRA AUCTIONEERING
Prov. Lic. #335992       Box 552, Spiritwood, SK
Kelly Schneider 306-347-4789 •  Cell: 306-386-7110

Fred Walter 306-883-2797 •  Cell: 306-883-7368

Upcoming Auction Sales!
April 27th   –  3rd Annual Coin & Currency Sale, 356 lots up for auction 
    – Pioneer Centre, 410 Main Street, Spiritwood

May 4th      –  Shop, Yard, JD Riding Mower, 16 ft Lund Boat/ Motor/ 
        Trailer, 24 ft Camper, Vintage Tractor & Household Sale 
        for Marlene Boechler – Mildred

May 11th     –  Collectable Toy, Antiques & Collectable Auction Sale for 
         Ron Holmes – Main Street, Blaine Lake

May 25th     –  Estate of Lloyd Pirot - Shop, Yard, Kubota Tractor, 
        Recreational, Honda Cruiser Motorbike, Store Inventory 
        & Household – Cochin

June 22nd  –  Shop, Yard, Antique/Collectable Sale for Warren & Elaine 
         Iverson – Glaslyn

July 6th       – Farm, Shop, Yard, Household Sale for Walter & Wilma 
        Isaak – Medstead

July 13th    –  Antiques & Collectable Sale for Connie Leask-Grant 
        – Battleford

July 20th    –  Estate Sale of John & Diane MacDonald Household, 
        Shop & Antiques – Battleford

All Sales Start at 10:00 am
Watch our Website or Facebook for more detailed listings.

Spiritwood RCMP warn parents about internet safety

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated
www.remaxbattlefords.com 

Your Local Realtor™...Working Hard ...
To Sell Ag, Residential, Cottage & Commercial Properties For You!

Shawna Schira-Kroeker
YOUR LOCAL REALTOR®
306-441-1625
ssk@littleloon.ca

�e Brand you know, the name you Trust

REAL ESTATE WEEKLY
Shawna Schira-Kroeker - Your Local Realtor ®

RM of Canwood No. 494
267 acres overlooking Fur Lake. All acres pasture 
& bush, fully fenced & two Texas gates. 4BD, 2BA 
family home w/ walkout basement. C/W all appli-
ances, call for more info.  MLS#SK732148

$415,000
Lot 5 Lakeshore Dr., The Cove, 
Meeting Lake - ‘New Listing’

3.78 acres, Lakeview, fully furnished cabin, built 
in 2008, 4BD, 2BA, wood stove, propane heat. 
Move in ready!! MLS#SK762972

$415,000

101-2nd St. W., Spiritwood
1BD, 1BA home, large attached garage, new paint, 
low maintenance, can be used as a commercial 
space as well. MLS#SK748723

$169,900
636 - 3rd St. E., Spiritwood

Bi-Level family home, 4BD, 3BA, attached garage, 
fenced back yard, move in ready, all appliances 
included. MLS#SK755613

Reduced to $239,000
236 - 3rd Street E., Spiritwood

5BD, 3BA immaculate family home on a corner 
lot, double attached garage, move in ready, 
c/w all appliances, quick possession available.
 MLS#SK754119

$285,000

318 - 3rd Ave., Spiritwood
Immaculate 3BD, 3BA, townhouse, corner unit 
with South and East facing windows, attached 
garage, maple cabinets, hardwood floors.
 MLS#SK759020

$255,000SOLD
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OPINIONOPINION
“Blast from the past”
I came across an old column from exactly fifteen years ago that 

I thought might be worthy of a second look.  Call it a Blast From 
the Past, if we’re allowed to use that expression.

OK then, from April 5, 2004:
There’s no point thinking we’ve seen everything, because, as 

sure as heck, as soon as we think we have, something is sure to 
come along and fold the envelope back.

Oh, am I not supposed to use that expression?
I ask because the powers-that-be have just released their re-

port on the most over-used expressions and I think moving the 
envelope back was one of them.  Of course, it wasn’t near the top 
of the list.  That was reserved for “at the end of the day”, which, 
presumably, was used when things were all over.

Second on the list was “at this moment in time”, which is only 
slightly different than the old “at this point in time” which topped 

the list some time ago, like maybe last 
year.  It always did seem like a verbose 
way to say “now”.

When you think about it, “at the end of 
the day” probably replaced “when all is 
said and done” when someone realized 
that “when all is said and done” was itself 
overused.

To make that realization, one would 
have to “think outside the box”, which, if 
it hasn’t been on the list yet, is probably 
due to be.

What isn’t clear to anyone is when an 
expression passes from being fresh and 
original to ordinary and humdrum to 
downright offensive in its overuse.

Who gets to decide?
I guess in the long run, at the end of the day, if you want to stay 

away from the wailing sirens of the Language police, you’ll avoid 
these and other clichés like the plague.

But that isn’t what we started out to talk about.
Very recently, a news report showed up telling us that the elk in 

Waskesiu are going to be trained to be afraid of humans.
That isn’t our usual perception of elk and other wild animals, 

but the truth of the matter is (is that a cliché?) many wild animals 
have become so used to humans that they become a nuisance, 
and an unpredictable nuisance at that.

What is easily forgotten in all this is the fact that elk, deer and 
other animals are not tame animals; they are merely acclimated 
to humans.  Try getting between Momma elk and Baby elk and 
see if you have built up a mutual trust and respect with the beast.

So, to solve the problem, we’re going to make a pile of noise 
using bangers and those other things the Conservation Officers 
use – and let’s hope that after the budget fallout settles down we 
still have some of those guys left.  Maybe we’ll have the guys, but 
no equipment, except for a few pairs of those thundersticks that 
are all the rage at sporting events and political conventions.

You know what we’re talking about.  They make a heck of a 
lot more noise than mere applause.  They are the perfect accou-
trement in our North American culture, where silence is to be 
feared – and, avoided like the plague – at any large gathering.

Go to a hockey or basketball game, every stoppage in play re-
sults in a barrage of loud music – good stuff, some of it – that 
makes you wonder if the coach is able to tell his players anything 
over the din.  Cotton-eyed Joe, be damned.

Noise and unruly fan behavior have reared their ugly heads (is 
that a cliché?) at curling matches and golf tournaments, as well.

Invariably, someone is right there to yell “you da man” just as 
a player makes contact with his golf ball – and sometimes even 
before. Such is the need for the yahoo to be the one to be visibly 
and audibly noticed by everyone in the area and out there in TV 
land that the need for decorum can be damned.

Like, who cares!  Behave!
I swear, some people just aren’t happy unless they wrap them-

selves in a blanket of stupid.
Pardon me for seeming so cranky.  It’s the end of the day and at 

this point in time, I’ve fallen outside the box.

DAVE 
HYNDMAN

~
News Editor

It goes without saying that the past few years have 
been tough for oil workers in the prairies. 

Not only have thousands of them lost their jobs 
due to forces that are entirely beyond their control, 
they’ve also been abandoned to their fates by a fed-
eral government that doesn’t seem to understand 
their importance to Canada’s economic wellbeing – 
or, worse, that is only willing to go to bat for workers 
who live in ridings where it can win votes.

Still, in the professional world, it’s hard to argue 
that anyone has it worse than teachers.

In Ontario, the Conservative government of Pre-
mier Doug Ford is waging a war against the prov-
ince’s teachers – and by association its students 
– that could see the elimination of all-day Kinder-
garten, increased class sizes, and, likely, even more 
cuts to come down the road.

In B.C., meanwhile, the situation has apparently gotten so bad 
for teachers that the province now finds itself facing hundreds of 
teaching vacancies (and it isn’t the only province or territory in 
that situation).

Indeed, it seems that, regardless of what province they choose 
to work in, teachers can always count on provincial govern-
ments to not fully appreciate them. And, when they aren’t being 
knocked around by the government of the day, they can always 
expect to take a beating from the general public.

They’re called lazy, underqualified, overpaid, or worse. 
They’re accused of having some nefarious secret agenda to 

brainwash and indoctrinate our children, and transform them 
into Starbucks latte-sipping, ivory tower-dwelling, progressive 
elitists. 

And, when the usual insults don’t suffice, there’s always that 
old joke about teachers, that “those who can do, and those who 
can’t teach.”

Never mind that many of us couldn’t imagine a worse incarna-
tion of hell than being stuck in a classroom with 20 to 30 chil-
dren who would, literally, rather be anywhere else in the world. 

Never mind that teachers must endure verbal, and sometimes 
physical, abuse from those same children, and, most of the time, 
can do nothing about it.

Never mind the countless hours that teachers spend outside 
the classroom, devising lesson plans, grading assignments and 
tests, running extracurricular activities, and volunteering their 
time elsewhere within their communities.

Here in Shellbrook, at least, we seem to understand and appre-
ciate what it means to be a teacher. We understand that nearly 
every person in our community is an integral part of the fabric of 

our community, and that the loss of even one person 
is a profound loss for all of us.

Finally, we understand that we need to fight, tooth 
and nail, for what we have, if our community is to 
remain vibrant and viable for generations to come.

Unfortunately, though, this understanding isn’t 
shared by the Saskatchewan Rivers Public School 
Division (SRPSD), which has so callously decided to 
transfer four Shellbrook teachers to different schools 
against their wishes – including two who are being 
moved to schools in different communities.

It’s easy to understand why the SRPSD, being lo-
cated in an urban centre, doesn’t quite get that a small 
town teacher’s experience might differ from that of 
a teacher in Prince Albert, where a school transfer 
means little more than a change in commute.

Small communities like Shellbrook have had countless oppor-
tunities to learn that large governing bodies, and even provin-
cial and federal governments, seem to think that they can paint 
small towns with the same brush as cities.

But what’s not acceptable, or understandable, is the SRPSD ig-
noring its own policy for transferring teachers, by failing to prop-
erly consult with them before implementing the transfer. 

In the same policy that governs the SRPSD’s transfer deci-
sions, one of the first lines states that “The Division believes in 
providing a working climate that fosters high morale.”

Transferring teachers, against their wishes and without con-
sultation, from the small towns in which they have chosen to live, 
work, raise their families and contribute to their community, 
is not the way to foster high morale. Nor is it the way to create 
strong schools and strong communities.

True, there are circumstances in which a transfer might be 
necessary, and the SRPSD is within its rights to transfer teachers 
when said need arises. 

But, as others in our community have stated eloquently and 
passionately over the past two weeks, the SRPSD should take 
into account the wishes of the affected teachers as well as the 
broader implications for the affected school and community, and 
consider that above and beyond its primary objective of transfer-
ring a body to fill a teaching gap.

For a small town like Shellbrook, losing a teacher is more than 
just losing a teacher. As leaders from our community continue 
to make the community’s case to SRPSD board members, one 
hopes that they can be made to see their mistakes, and that they 
will have the courage to rectify them.

But even if they don’t, we will continue to fight for our own. 
No matter how long it takes.

Some folks just don’t get small towns

JORDAN

TWISS

~
Columnist
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China Canola crisis requires co-operative approach
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: In the interest of readers of 
this newspaper, we will publish opinions of our readers. 
Letters To The Editor are most welcome; however, they 
must be signed and include writer’s contact information and 
will only be published with the writer’s name on it. Letters 
should be limited in length and be typed or clearly written. 
We reserve the right to edit letters depending on available 
space.

Member of 

You’ve likely read 
this in this space be-
fore, but it sure bears 
repeating right now: 
a commodity trading 
province like ours is 
often at the mercy of 
world politics.

It’s easy to get caught 
up in local, provincial 
or even national poli-
tics, thinking that it’s 
the only thing that’s 
important.

But China’s sanction 
against Western Cana-
dian canola now serves 
as prime example of 
how we need to under-
stand how the world 
stage can directly and 
severely impact us 
right down on the farm 
in Saskatchewan.

But we need to learn 
something else, if we 
are to effectively han-
dle this event.

We need to under-
stand political differ-
ences have to be put 
aside in order to devel-
op the most reasoned 

and effective strategy 
to deal with issues.

More local bickering 
isn’t helpful.

After restricting the 
purchase of canola 
from Canada’s largest 
grain company, Rich-
ardson International, 
China moved last week 
to ban canola exports 
from all Canadian ex-
porters, according to 
the Canadian Canola 
Council of Canada.

China cited the pres-
ence of “hazardous 
pests” in its decision 
to stop purchasing 
from Richardson. No 
tests confirmed the 
presence of any pests, 
fuelling long-held sus-
picions that this about 
something very differ-
ent.

“We have been seeing 
this develop over a pe-
riod of time as opposed 
to the decision that was 
made earlier in China 
to impose a restriction 
on one company,” Jim 

Everson, the Canadian 
Council’s president, 
told the Western Pro-
ducer.

Many believe that 
this is directly relat-
ed to the detention of 
Huawei chief financial 
officer Meng Wanzhou, 
who was detained in 
Vancouver in January 
at the request of the 
United States.

Currently, China buys 
40 per cent of Canada’s 
canola seed and oil 
and meal exports – a 
massive $3.6 billion 
in 2018 in the Western 

Canadian economy.
However, an impor-

tant question remains: 
Just what it is the best 
way to address it?

Unhelpful would be 
to localize this inter-
national political fight 
by making it all  about 
Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau and the other 
failings of his federal 
Liberal government.

So far, that’s exactly 
what the Saskatchewan 
Party has avoided do-
ing.

 “There’s going to be a 
point where the prime 
minister is going to be 
need to be directly en-
gaged,” said Trade and 
Export Development 
Jeremy Harrison told 
reporters last week. 

“Right now, we’re go-
ing to be working with 
the national govern-
ment to try and find a 
resolution because this 
is such an important 
economic issue for our 
province.”

For a dyed-in-the-
wool partisan like Har-
rison, a bipartisan, 
m u l t i - g o v e r n m e n t -
level co-operative ap-
proach isn’t easy.

Nor is working close-
ly with federal Trudeau 
government appealing 
to a lot of Western Ca-
nadian farmer. 

It may seem, easier 
to fall into line with 
federal Conservative 
leader Andrew Scheer, 
and just add the Chi-
na canola crisis to 
Trudeau’s ever-grow-
ing list of failings.

But even if the canola 
mess could be strictly 
blamed on Trudeau 
– which, in this case, 
it really can’t – this 
would be an unproduc-
tive approach.

Because of this, Sas-
katchewan Premier 
Scott Moe also rec-
ognized the need to 
sheath his sword last 
week, and have what 
seemed to be a produc-

tive strategic telephone 
conversation with the 
Prime Minister on the 
matter.

“I have every reason 
to believe he is taking 
this seriously,” Moe 
said of Trudeau.

Like Harrison and 
Everson, Moe agreed 
the emphasis right now 
has to be on high-level, 
nation-to-nation talks 
and demonstrated re-
search science to de-
bunk Chinese allega-
tions about Canadian 
canola safety.

As Harrison put it: 
“We’re going to be 

supportive of efforts 
they make, but we 
think that they do need 
to be engaged at the 
diplomatic and politi-
cal level on this, and 
continuing to engage 
at the scientific level as 
well,” he said.

Really, it’s what we 
should do if we are se-
rious about resolving 
this mess.

MURRAY

MANDRYK

~

YOUR TWO CENTS~

Dear editor,
Because of a deep affection for parliamentary de-

mocracies, and equal respect for committed legis-
lators, I used to take high school students to the 
“Leg” in Regina. That was decades ago, when I ran 
United Nations seminars in Sask.

Students were startled by antics such as heck-
ling, name calling, and hostile antics.

It had not changed.
Later, I was privileged to talk to you “young 

bloods” to Ottawa to view parliament at its best. 
My wards were dismayed to observe collegial dis-
respect at its finest as they witnessed pretentious 
playacting, shouting, and worse. One of my stu-
dents asked me, “They get paid for this, Mr. Re-
bin?”

Hardly the stuff of role models.
Even later, I took a long shot and, with my wife, 

Delva, led a contingent of Saskatchewan scholars 
to the United Nations itself. Seated in the general 
assembly as “guests”, we witnessed partisanship at 
its worst. Our students call the experience “scary”.

As we struggle for peace in a war-torn world, it 
doesn’t hurt to remind those privileged to be in 
elected office that our bright lights are looking to 
us for leadership.

It can start here – and well it should.
Norm Rebin, 
Blaine Lake, Sask.

Absolute need for 
role models
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“Ozobots” at Spiritwood Library
A group of about nine young peo-

ple – with another group coming in 
a couple of days later – got a chance 
to get an introduction to program-
ming Wednesday at the Spiritwood 
Library, when they spent a couple of 
hours with Ozobots provided by Wa-
piti Library.

The Ozobots are little robots, which 
are programmed to respond to vari-
ous combinations of colours.  The 
kids learned how to make the ‘bots 
move, first along a black line, and 
then to make them do a variety of 
other actions based on the sequences 
of colours used within a line.

While a particular sequence of co-
lours may dictate what the Ozobot 
does or where it goes, it’s the imagi-
nation of the kids doing the program-
ming that really unleashes the possi-
bilities.  And they’re endless.

It definitely was an exciting after-
noon.

Laying out the first “track” for the robot to follow.
Interested observers peer in to see how the Ozobot 
works, the initial stages of programming.

One of the first tracks the kids drew was their own 
names. Then, they watched to see how the Ozobot traces 
the letters – and then programmed them to do various 
things according to the sequences and combinations of 
colours used.

The first step in programming an Ozobot is in 
learning how it works.

A certain sequence of colours created a “tornado”, ac-
cording to the young programmers who spent the after-
noon getting the Ozobots to do their bidding.

Op-ed: Government tells campers to take a hike
By David Forbes

One of my favourite reasons for liv-
ing in Saskatchewan is the beauti-
ful landscape my family and I get to 
enjoy at our provincial parks. I love 
camping and I’ve thoroughly en-
joyed bringing my children and now 
my grandchildren to several parks 
across Saskatchewan. Our favourite 
is Cypress Hills – how can you not 
love the gorgeous scenery, hiking, 
birding, and so many other activities 
available? 

What’s even better about Saskatch-
ewan’s provincial parks is how acces-
sible they are. The variety of passes 
available at reasonable prices makes 
these places the perfect spot for peo-
ple to unwind and relax.

These accessible and family-friend-
ly parks are the latest amenities to 
come under fire by the government. 
In late 2018, the provincial govern-
ment told campers to take a hike 
when it comes to 2019 park fees. An-
nual park entry permits are being 
hiked from $65 to $75; weekly per-

mits are going up from $35 to $40. 
Full service and electrical sites will 
go up $2 per night. Seasonal campers 
will see an increase from $2,100 to 
$2,600 for an electrical seasonal site. 
Non-electrical sites now cost $1,400 
instead of $1,100 and economy sites 
will increase from $900 to $1,100.

Camping is one of the few afford-
able recreational activities left in 
Saskatchewan. It provides children 
with the opportunity to learn new 
skills. Parents and children can bond 
without the distraction of work and 
technology. With these fee increases, 
fewer families, especially lower-in-
come households, will be able to ac-
cess these amazing parks.

In addition to this cash grab, the 
government has taken away the op-
tion of a three-day pass. With only a 
certain amount of vacation days per 
year, low-income families may not be 
able to commit to a full-week pass. 
Once again, this makes accessing our 
provincial parks harder for Saskatch-
ewan people.

With these changes, many will be 
impacted, including school groups. 
With cuts to education and a fixed 
budget from school boards, schools 
only have a certain amount of fund-
ing for out-of-school activities. 
Camping gives students the chance 
to gain hands-on experience out-
doors through hiking, building a fire, 
pitching a tent, and so on. These fee 
increases and the loss of a three-day 
pass will inevitably make it harder 
for school groups to access our pro-
vincial parks.

This is clearly a gift from the Minis-
ter of Parks, Culture and Sport to the 
Minister of Finance to try to over-
come the deficits caused by years of 
mismanagement and overspending. 
It’s a clever trick, but like the PST 
increase in the 2017 budget, it will 
harm all of us. Saskatchewan people 
keep paying and paying and paying 
for this government’s spending hab-
its. Parks should be affordable for ev-
eryone. The Sask. Party government 
should scrap these fee hikes.

As summer approaches, Cypress 
Hills is calling my name, as I’m sure 
it is many others. While we dream of 
warmer weather, I hope the sunny 
days warm the cold cockles of the gov-
ernment’s heart and they restore the 
2018 prices and passes for the 2019 
camping season. Provincial parks 
are for all of us. Everyone should be 
able to enjoy them, no matter their 
income.

David Forbes is the NDP MLA for 
Saskatoon Centre and the critic for 
Parks, Culture and Sport.
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Modern lawn care wastes precious resources
Recently there was an in-

teresting post on one of the 
social media outlets many of 
us visit about the common 
home lawn, and why we have 
them.

I reposted the item, but the 
next day it was gone, which 
may mean the accreditation 
was incorrect. But the basic 
gist was something that was 
worth some thought.

The meme questioned why 
we work so hard to main-
tain a non-native grass lawn 
that is a monoculture, (the 
cultivation of a single crop 
in a given area), and use a 
significant amount of fertil-
izers, herbicides and pesti-

cides in the process? I might 
also add the question about 
the amount of water poured 
onto lawns just in Canada in 
a year, let alone worldwide.

Certainly the idea of pes-
ticide use is one we need to 
consider for something non-
essential like a lawn, when 
we are increasingly aware of 
the importance on bees in 
pollinating food crops.

Moving forward, it is rather 
obvious water is going to be-
come a resource we will need 
to manage better, in particu-
lar potable water. It stands to 
reason lawns will need to be 
a long way down the allow-
able usage – some might ar-

gue the outright wastage – of 
our water resource.

So why do we spend so 
much time and resources to 
the grass in our front yard, a 
space we rarely use for more 
than looking at?

A little Internet search and 
I found this at www.today-
ifoundout.com

“Turns out, the grass lawn 
is a status symbol has its ori-
gins in European aristocracy. 
The very first lawns were 
grassy fields that surrounded 
English and French castles. 
Castle grounds had to be kept 
clear of trees so that the sol-
diers protecting them had a 
clear view of their surround-
ings. It wouldn’t do for ene-
mies to be able to sneak up on 
the castle through the forest.

“It is believed that such 
lawns were deliberately cul-
tivated around English and 
French castles starting in 

the 16th century. However, 
it’s thought that chamomile 
and thyme were commonly 
used at this point for these 
deliberate lawns, instead of 
grass. Both are great alterna-
tives that require less main-
tenance than traditional turf 
grass.”

The same site also noted; 
“a man named Frederick 
Law Olmstead, the “father 
of American landscape de-
sign”—who you might know 
as the man who designed 
Central Park in New York—
was also designing suburbs 
where each house had its 
own little lawn. This further 
popularized the idea that 

houses should have grass 
lawns.”

So the lawn had a historic 
basis. But today it is some-
thing that is culturally in-
grained, having little more 
than an aesthetic reason for 
existing. It is not unusual 
for people to follow societal 
influences from buying dia-
monds rings at engagement, 
to celebrating a made up 
holiday such as Valentine’s 
Day, but in the case of lawns 
the use of the water resource 
and application of chemi-
cals makes it a questionable 
practice, especially as society 
questions how farmers grow 
their crops.

The Volunteer Service Department is in 
need of caring, compassionate and com-
mitted volunteers to fill the following ser-
vice positions:

Parent-Tot Program – Spiritwood and 
District Health Complex (306) 883-4432

Mothers and/or fathers along with their 
young children may visit residents on a 
one-to-one basis or in small groups.  Par-
ents are responsible for their children at all 
times.

Shifts: Flexible, once or twice per week.
Entertainment – Evergreen Health Cen-

tre (306) 984-2136
Volunteer performers (Musicians, magi-

cians, actors, etc.) share their talents with 

residents in long-term care. Other volun-
teers assist by inviting residents to a spe-
cific area for entertainment, parties, sing-a-
longs, etc.  Assist with snacks, lunches, etc.

“On Call” Volunteers – Hafford Special 
Care Home (306) 549-2108

Extra volunteers are often needed for the 
long term care residents on an “on-call” 
basis, to assist with outings, parties, social 
gatherings, shopping trips, taking residents 
to appointments, etc.

Shifts: As needed
If you are interested in this or any other 

Volunteer service position, or if you have 
a particular skill or talent you would like 
to share with the patients, residents or 

clients, please call your local health care 
facility to apply. You can also reach the 
Volunteer Services Department at (306) 
765-6010, by email at volunteers@paphr.

sk.ca  or find us on the web at www.paphr.
ca .  We look forward to matching your tal-
ents and interests with the right position 
for you.

CALVIN

DANIELS

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

AGRICULTUREAGRICULTURE

Friday, April 12, 2019
Makin’ It Pay Bull Sale & 

Pen of 3 Heifer Sale 1:00 p.m.

Producers wishing to market cattle prior to sale day 
please contact the office 306-236-3411 for delivery.

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Brent 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 

please contact 
Brent, Blair or Brody

MEADOW LAKE LIVESTOCK SALES LTD.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 •  Blair 306-240-9883 •  Brody 306-240-6504  
 Office 306-236-3411 ~ Fax 306-236-3412

Prince Albert Office: 306-763-0408  
Email: mlstockyards@ sasktel.net ~  market info visit: www.mlstockyards.com 

19041FF0

Sask. Health Authority volunteer opportunities
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Cordwood Spiel ends curling season

Of course my hands are in 
my pockets.  It’s not my turn 
to sweep. Action across three sheets.

Opposing skips Ava Beaulac and Caleb Turgeon. Put ‘er here!  Hack weight.

Peyton Smith was one young 
curler who dug into a plate 
of pancakes and sausages.

The kids – and adults – started their day with a 
pancake breakfast provided by Spiritwood Scotia-
bank.

Volunteers – parents and high school students – were instru-
mental in helping the kids and keeping score.

Somewhat awkward at times, but the game always ended with  handshakes.

Place Your Ad Today!
One Ad! Two Papers (includes website)! 
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Cordwood Spiel ends curling season

Many parents took part, helping the kids and keeping things orderly.

There were many things to find interesting, like what could that be on the ice? 
Or, have you heard the one about…?

Throw the rock!  I’m ready to sweep.The end of the end ritual: who’s counting, and how many?

Push!  It’s a long way to the house.

Sweep!!
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Literacy Olympics
The Spiritwood Literary Partnership 

had another successful day March 30 
as they held their annual Family Liter-
acy Olympics.  The Olympics were held 
in the mezzanine of the Rec Centre, 
while downstairs the attraction was 
the Lions Cordwood Bonspiel.  This 
year’s rent on the Mezzanine was pro-
vided by Spiritwood Pharmacy.

Holding the event to coincide with 
the Cordwood is an excellent idea, as it 
helps both clubs.  For the Partnership, 
it gives them access to a large number 
of children – their target audience, al-
though they appeal to families – who 
are in the building.  And for the Li-
ons, it gives kids something to do and 
somewhere to go while they are wait-
ing for their next game.

It’s a win-win for both groups, and 
also for the kids.

The Literacy Olympics consists of a 
number of Olympic-themed stations 
for families, and participants can 
move from activity to activity at their 

leisure.  
Each station is packed with fun read-

ing and writing related activities and 
challenges for all age groups.  A volun-
teer is on hand at each station to assist 
the families.  

This is a great way to introduce fami-
lies to family learning programs, as 
families rotate through a series of sta-
tions and have their passports stamped 
as they complete each activity. 

Stations this year included: 
•  Alphabet Twister, where parents 

and children are twisted together to 
spell out words; 

•  Skipping, which consisted of fami-
lies jumping rope as they learned old 
and new rhymes;

•  Roll & Rhyme, Family Tree, Family 
Bowling and Lego.

•  And a puppet theatre, playdough 
station, hopscotch and alphabet fish-
ing.

Prizes were draw at the end of the 
Olympics.

The big kids had events of their own.

Father-daughter colouring, with Grandma nearby.

The builders of tomorrow, learning skills with Lego.

Play Doh creations, always a favorite activity.

Making sock puppets.

Roll & Rhyme: roll the die and sing 
the song at the square you land on. Sensory table.  Unsupervised play.

Chinese skipping required strength, coordination and good timing.
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Canada’s Andreescu joins tennis elite
Virtually out of no-

where, Canada has a 
new sports sensation.

Only a few people out-
side of her Romanian 
family and close friends 
had heard of tennis 
player Bianca Andrees-
cu before she made it to 
the final of the Auckland 
Open in New Zealand in 
January, showing up on 
the sports world’s radar 
with wins over Venus 
Williams and Caroline 
Wozniacki along the 
way. Two months later, 
the 18-year-old from 
Mississauga was thrust 
into a mini spotlight in 
the world of pro ten-
nis and given a berth 
in the main draw at the 
BNP Paribas champion-
ship in the Palm Springs 
community of Indian 
Wells, the closest thing 
to a major that’s not a 
major as there is in pro-
fessional tennis.

It was a true Cinder-
ella story. Win after 
win after win put her 
into the final against 
the seventh-seeded and 
world No. 4 Angelique 
Kerber of Germany, a 

three-time Grand-Slam 
winner and overwhelm-
ing favourite. But the 
clock didn’t strike mid-
night before Andreescu 
scored a 6-4, 3-6, 6-4 
win over Kerber, who 
has $28.1 million in ca-
reer earnings, for the 
first Women’s Tennis 
Association (WTA) vic-
tory ever by a Canadian. 
She wore the proverbial 
gown right into the post-
match press conference, 
where she caused a bit of 
a scene by asking if she 
could use “the F word” 
before being told no, of 
course not, and proceed-
ing to tell the world that 
it was “crazy,” but she 
was the “effing champi-
on of Indian Wells.”

OK, so the prudes in 
the crowd may not like 
her language, but she 
was giddy and giggly and 
shocked and $1.35 mil-
lion richer. (Her career 
earnings prior to her 
victory were $350,000.) 
Andersen said her goal 
at the start of 2019 was 
to make enough money 
to enable her parents to 
travel with her.

Mission accomplished. 
In spades — not to men-
tion in lobs and aces and 
terrific winning smash-
es.

Less than six months 
ago, Andrescu was 
ranked 243rd in the 
world. Making the final 
in Auckland and win-
ning at Indian Wells 
has led to a lofty world 
ranking of 24th. She is 
one of a strong group 
of Canadians, including 
Denis Shapovalov, Félix 
Auger-Aliassime, Vasek 
Pospisil and Eugenie 
Bouchard who are turn-
ing Canada into a world 
minipower in the sport.

Bouchard was the 

fresh face in tennis two 
years ago, but has fad-
ed back into the pack. 
Here’s hoping Andrees-
cu follows a different, 
more successful path. 
Maybe all the way to No. 
1.

•  Broadcaster David 
Feherty, during NBC’s 
coverage of the Players 
Championship: “Tommy 
Fleetwood looks like a 
homeless guy who just 
robbed a Nike store.”

•  TC in BC: “Bryce 
Harper is going to find 
out just how tough Philly 
fans are. For $330M, 
they will boo you for 
taking a called strike.”

•  Andy Ruther, on 
Twitter: “Mike Trout 
signs $430 million ex-
tension with Anaheim 
Angels. Deal also in-
cludes his very own lane 
on the 405 freeway.”

•  Norman Chad of the 
Washington Post, on 
Twitter: “BREAKING — 
Duke No. 1 overall seed 
in NCAA Tournament. 
Zion Williamson pledg-
es to stay enrolled in 
school through April 8.”

•  Comedy writer Alex 
Kaseberg: “In the NCAA 
tournament, 14th seed 
Yale lost to third seed 
LSU 79-74. After the 

game, LSU celebrated 
with barbecue while 
Yale went to their rooms 
and conjugated Latin 
verbs.”

•  Kaseberg again: 
“New England Patriot’s 
owner, Robert Kraft, 
has been offered a de-
ferred prosecution deal 
in his sex spa case. The 
legal definition of a de-
ferred prosecution deal 
means ‘What we offer 
rich guys.’”

•  RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “QB Teddy 
Bridgewater turned 
down a possible start-
ing gig in Miami to stay 
with the Saints as back 
up to Drew Brees. Same 
old song: a Brees over 
troubled Bridgewater.”

•  Currie again: “St. 
Mary’s upset Gonzaga 
60-47, ending the Bull-
dog’s six-year run as 
WCC champs. Seems 
the Gaels had a zig for 
every Zag.”

•  Dwight Perry of the 
Seattle Times: “Pio-
neerof the Nile, the 
13-year-old sire of Triple 
Crown winner Ameri-
can Pharoah, died un-
expectedly at WinStar 
Farm right after per-
forming his breeding 
duties. How quickly? 

The poor stallion was 
barely halfway through 
his cigarette.”

•  Comedy writer Brad 
Dickson, via Twitter, on 
the ever-widening col-
lege-admissions scan-
dal: “It’s now alleged 
that Lori Loughlin and 
her husband bribed an 
official $250,000 to get 
their not-so-bright dog 
into obedience school.”

•  Patti Dawn Swans-
son in the River City 
Renegade, on recent 
media outbursts by Oil-
ers’ CEO  Bob Nichol-
son and Senators’ owner 
Eugene Melnyk: “Time 
was when Humpty Har-
old Ballard provided the 
National Hockey League 
with its soundtrack for 
stupid. Now we get it in 
surround sound.”

•  Swansson again, on 
the Nicholson sugges-
tion that Toby Rieder’s 
lack of offence is re-
sponsible for the Oilers 
missing the playoffs: “I 
didn’t even know Toby 
Rieder existed until 
Nicholson went off on 
him, but now I know 
where we can find him 
— under a bus.” 

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

SPORTSSPORTS

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

FROM 0-100K VISITS FASTER  
THAN ANY OTHER MEDIA VEHICLE.

In a recent survey of 
2,461 Canadians, when it 
comes to driving traffic to 
automotive websites, or visits 
to a dealership, print and online 
newspapers rank highest. 
They outperform TV, radio, 

magazines, autoTRADER, 
Kijiji and social media. 

If you’re looking for better ROI 
from your advertising, perhaps 
more of your “I” should be  
in newspapers.

Spiritwod RCMP seek missing 
Witchekan Lake FN youth

On March 30, 2019, 13 year old Aid-
en Keenatch was reported missing to 
Spirtwood RCMP. Keenatch is resid-

ing on Witchekan Lake First Nation 
and was last seen on March 30 at 2 
p.m. on Witchekan Lake First Nation, 

walking to an unknown lo-
cation. 

Aiden Keenatch is de-
scribed as an Aboriginal 
male, 154 cm tall and 54 kg 
in weight, with brown hair 
and brown eyes.  He was 
last seen wearing a black 
jogging outfit.  

Spiritwood RCMP are 
seeking the public’s assis-
tance in locating this miss-
ing person, if you see Aiden 
Keenatch or know of his 
whereabouts please con-
tact the RCMP 306-883-
4210 or Crime Stoppers 
anonymously at 1-800-
222-TIPS (8477) or submit 
a tip online at www.sask-
crimestoppers.com. 

Please see the attached 
photo. 
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STORY - Creston Joseph 
Story

1936 - 2019
Creston Joseph Story 

passed away suddenly on 
March 20, 2019 at Shell-
brook, SK.  Funeral Ser-
vice was held on Monday, 
March 25th, 2019 at the 
Civic Centre in Spirit-
wood, SK, Pastor Jerry 
Zak officiated.  Barb Szasz 
sang Amazing Grace ac-
companied by Anne Zak 
on the piano. Pastor Rick 
Martin sang a selection of 
Creston’s favorite hymns. 
Pastor Floyd Berg gave 
a very fitting eulogy and 
Neil Teskey, good friend 
and neighbor had the hon-

or of being the urn bearer.  
Creston was a quiet, pa-
tient, thoughtful man, who 
loved learning and loved 
the land he farmed. Cres-
ton was a kind and loving 
man to his wife of 61 years, 
Rose, to his children and 
grandchildren and all of 
his family, to his friends 
and neighbors as well. He 
was always willing to lend 
a helping hand. Creston 
was a community man, 
serving as a Saskatchewan 
wheat pool delegate for 29 
years, a 4H member and 
leader for 27 years, meet-
ing secretary for the Spir-
itwood Co-op for 40 years 
and a Ranger Hall mem-
ber for 50 years.   Creston 
will be laid to rest in the 
Ranger Cemetery at a later 
date. Creston is lovingly 
remembered by: his loving 
wife of 61 years, Rose, his 
children: David Creston 
(Karen) Story  and sons; 
Matthew Jordan and Josh-
ua David; Barbara Rose 
Story (Dennis Todor) and 
family; Cherie Roseanne 
(Tanner) Stewart and chil-
dren; Clark Alexander and 
Quinn Amelia; Dawnma-

rie Caralynn Rice and Sean 
Mark Patrick Rice; Joseph 
Steven (Melissa) Story 
and children; Hunter Erik 
Harold Matte and Ruby 
Marie Story, his brother, 
Robert Gordon Story, his 
brothers-in-law Steve, 
Paul and Eddie (Donna) 
Lutz, numerous cousins, 
nieces, nephews and other 
family. He is predeceased 
by: his parents, Kathleen 
and Creston M. Story, his 
baby boy in infancy, his 
brother and sister-in-law, 
William John and Anne 
Story, his parents-in-law, 
Steve and Emma Lutz, 
his sisters-in-law, Elaine 
Story and Rosetta Lutz.  
In Lieu of f lowers Memo-
rial donations in Creston’s 
memory may be directed 
to the Ranger Hall and/or 
Ranger Cemetery. Fam-
ily and friends wishing to 
send online condolences 
are welcome to visit www.
beaulacfuneralhome.com. 
Arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of 
Beau “Lac” Funeral Home, 
Lori Saam, Funeral Direc-
tor, Spiritwood, 306-883-
3500 

OBITUARY
~

Creston Joseph Story

Community Calendar~
SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 9:00 am - 4:30 pm, Wednesday 9:30 
am - 4:30 pm & Friday 9:00 am - 4:30 pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm; Thurs. 10 am - 3 pm 
(Storytime from 10:30 am to 11:30 am) 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tues. 12:30 pm - 4:30 pm; Wed. 1 pm - 4 pm.
SHELL LAKE: Shell Lake & District Lions Club proudly presents 16th Spring Fling Sup-
per & Silent Auction. Saturday, April 27, 2019. Doors open 5 pm – Supper 6:30 pm. Fea-
turing Musician Rod Gjerde A tribute to Merle Haggard. Tickets $30. Proceeds in sup-
port of local & provincial programs. Call General Store @ 306-427-2044; Shell Lake Pine 
Resorts @ 306-427-5668; Corrie @ 306-497-4922

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar FREE 

for two weeks prior to the event with the purchase of a 2 column x 2” Display ad for only:
$49.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%

Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only
Call Now For Further Details

“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • email: chads@sbchron.com

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Summer Worship 11:00 a.m. 

Rev. Nora Borgeson
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

PENTECOSTAL
Glaslyn

 Pre-service Prayer 
Sunday, 10:30 am

Sunday Service 11:00 am
 Kids Club Tuesday 

3:30 pm - 5 pm
Wednesday Prayer 

7 pm - 8 pm
Pastor Ruth Phillips

-----------------------
CATHOLIC

SUNDAY
Spiritwood - 11:15 a.m.

Leoville - 9:30 a.m.
Chitek Lake - Closed for 

the Season
SATURDAY

Medstead - 6 p.m.
Shell Lake - Closed for 

the Season 
Father Peter Nnanga MSP 

-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake - Sun. 10 am 
(Worship in Lutheran - 

United Church)
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407 - 2nd Ave .E, 

Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 am - 

Sabbath School
Sat., 11:00 am - Worship

Broadcast on 
VOAR 92.1 FM

Pastor Dan Guiboche
306-930-3377

-----------------------
MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 11:00 am

Pastor Celeste Wright

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 1st Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
3rd Sunday - 10 pm 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------
EVANGELICAL FREE

Mont Nebo
 Wed., 7:30 pm -

Bible Study & Prayer
  Sun., 10:30 am - Worship  
 Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY  CHURCH
Spiritwood

Sun., 11 am - Worship 
Service & Sunday School

Pastor Gerry Zak
-----------------------

BELBUTTE FULL 
GOSPEL

   11 am  Worship Service
  1st Sun., 7:30 pm 

- Hymn Sing
Pastor Floyd Berg
-----------------------

COWBOY  CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

PRAISE & WORSHIP

Federal carbon tax 
arrives in Saskatchewan
No, it wasn’t a bad April fool’s joke. 
As of April 1, the federal govern-

ment’s carbon tax is now in effect in 
Saskatchewan, bringing with it high-
er prices at the pumps, higher home 
heating costs, and, very likely, other 
additional expenses for the province’s 
residents.

Predictably, the arrival of the con-
troversial “price on pollution” was 
met with criticism from the Saskatch-
ewan Party, as well as an announce-
ment. 

In a press release issued Monday 
morning, the government announced 
that it would not charge provincial 
sales tax (PST) on the federal gov-
ernment’s carbon tax on SaskPower 
and SaskEnergy utility bills. It also 
lambasted the federal government for 
charging the Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) on top of the carbon tax, calling 
it “a tax on a tax.”

“Even as our government is fighting 
this harmful tax in court, the federal 
government is imposing their carbon 
tax on Saskatchewan families, com-
munities, and businesses,” Premier 
Scott Moe said in a statement.  “While 
the federal government is making you 
pay GST on top of this tax starting to-
day, our government has ensured that 
you will not be paying PST on the fed-
eral carbon tax.”

As of Monday’s implementation of 
the carbon tax, the price per litre of 
gasoline was anticipated to climb by 
4.6 cents. Meanwhile, the cost per li-
tre of diesel was projected to climb by 
5.5 cents, and the price per cubic me-
tre of natural gas was expected to rise 
by 3.9 cents.

While the true impact of the carbon 
tax, both in terms of carbon emission 

reductions and cost of living increas-
es, won’t be known until the carbon 
tax has had more time to send ripples 
through the economy, there remains a 
deep divide about what it will accom-
plish in the long-run.

On the one hand, its proponents 
argue that the increased cost to fuel 
up will spur people to choose more 
fuel efficient vehicles, change up their 
commutes, or complete environmen-
tally friendly retrofits of their homes.

Opponents of the carbon tax, how-
ever, contend that it will make life 
more difficult for most Saskatchewan 
families without having an apprecia-
ble impact on overall emissions. Most 
goods, after all, travel by truck, and 
trucking companies will have to pass 
their increased costs onto businesses, 
who will then pass on the additional 
costs to consumers.

“This is another example of the fed-
eral government making it more dif-
ficult for Saskatchewan businesses 
to be competitive,” Finance Minister 
Donna Harpauer said in a statement.  
“Our government has been clear in its 
court challenge that we believe the 
imposition of the federal carbon tax is 
a violation of the Constitution and has 
no place in Saskatchewan.”

In February, the Government of 
Saskatchewan presented its position 
to the court of appeal that the impo-
sition of a carbon tax is unconstitu-
tional. It is still waiting for the court 
to rule.  

While it waits for that ruling, the 
government has vowed to continue to 
act on its made-in Saskatchewan Prai-
rie Resilience climate change strategy, 
which it calls “an effective plan to help 
our province address climate change.”



April 4, 2019 www.spiritwoodherald.com        Spiritwood Herald   13

Going vertical in the garden
By Patricia Hanbidge
Spring is on the way! Now 

is the time to take a moment 
to say – where is my garden 
going this season?

Space in the garden is al-
ways a challenge so this 
spring, I encourage you to 
“reach for the sky and go 
vertical!” You might be won-
dering what I mean by verti-
cal gardening which is sim-
ply exploiting the vertical 
space instead of relying on 
the horizontal which is the 
more traditional way to gar-
den. Going vertical will give 
you more space but it is also 
a way to make your garden 
more attractive and more ac-
cessible. Imagine harvesting 
strawberries while stand-
ing straight up – instead of 
crawling along the ground. 

If you are an avid garden 
grazer then vertical gar-
dening has even more ad-
vantages. The fruit or veg-
etables that you harvest will 
be cleaner as they are not 
in direct contact with the 
ground. You will also find 
that you are losing less fruit/
vegetables to moisture and 
rot again due to less contact 
directly with the soil. Air 
circulation is definitely bet-
ter as well as any breeze will 
waft through those plants 
that are vertical. The only 
drawback to going vertical is 
you may have to water more 
often. However, perhaps it 
is the ideal time to install a 
simple irrigation system that 
suits your personal needs!

From the perspective from 
one who was rural and now is 

urban – adjusting to a much 
smaller space and still man-
aging to grow everything de-
sired is challenging. How do 
you make the best use of the 
space you have? One solu-
tion that is definitely worth 
trying is to go vertical. Any 
plant that is a sprawler, a 
natural climber or needs 
staking can easily be grown 
vertically – with the suitable 

support. 
Vertical elements can be 

utilized as working func-
tions of the garden. They 
work well to screen unpleas-
ant areas in the landscape; 
can provide shade or shelter 
from the wind; can soften 
stark vertical surfaces; can 
define use areas in the gar-
den and can provide move-
ment. 

Looking outside right now 
to your garden space might 
help to encourage you to 
think about going vertical. If 
you think of the trees in your 
landscape, they are an ele-
ment that is always visible. If 
you incorporate other verti-
cal elements in your garden, 
then those too will always 
be visible in every season 
- from both inside and out.  
After all, enjoying the gar-
den in winter, we most often 
enjoy the view from inside 
your home where it is warm. 
Thus, elements need to be 
more prominent as they are 
not viewed in close quarters. 

Think about incorporat-
ing some structure that has 
beauty itself. Ensure that 
the structure is suitable for 
the plant material it sup-
ports. Some easy plants to 
use for your vertical garden 
include: cucumbers, sweet 

peas, tomatoes, melons, 
peas, pole beans, black-eyed 
Susan vine, morning glory 
climbing snapdragons, hya-
cinth bean, nasturtium, pas-
sion f lower, grapes, Virginia 
creeper, hops, and more!!! 
Just ensure that you supply 
the suitable structure and 
remember that some plants 
need to be tied to the struc-
ture while others entwine 
themselves to the support. 

So, this season……. look 
ahead and plan to grow your 
future and go vertical!!

Hanbidge is a horticul-
turist with the Saskatoon 
School of Horticulture and 
can be reached at 306-931-
GROW(4769); by email at 
grow your f ut ure@gmai l .
com; facebook: @scho-
olofhort; twitter: @hor-
ticulturepat; instagram: 
patyplant or check out our 
website at saskhort.com.

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded
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•  Residential
•  Commercial

•  Custom Design for 
home, office or business

• Excellent finishing
Russell Isaac

Office 306-883-3095
Cell 306-883-7559

Spiritwood

Vantage
Cabinetry ltd

CABINETRY CONSTRUCTION
 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

LAWYER

Shelley Cannon, in person,
Wednesdays by appointment

124 1st St. E., Spiritwood
Rear Building Entrance

306-922-4700
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash Chovin McCullagh

PLUMBING

Jake’s 
    Plumbing & Heating

Furnaces, boilers, water heaters & 
softeners, garage unit heaters, air 

conditioners, reverse osmosis systems, 
fire places, gas fitting and more 

Red Seal Interprovincial 
Journeyman Plumber

Licensed General Gas�tter
Guaranteed workmanship

306-280-0743

ake’s 
   

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
Madeleine
747-2442

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

Each O�ce is 
Independently 

Owned and 
Operated

306.883.7449

Heather Sarrazin, REALTOR®

Licensed to trade in residential, agricultural, and 
commercial real estate.

LAKE COUNTRY’S LOCAL REALTOR®

REAL ESTATE

I
N

M
E
M
O
R
Y

In Remembrances
may be put in 
the Herald for 

$24.00* (30 words) 
20¢ per additional word

Photo - $10.00
* 1 week includes website 

Spiritwood Herald
Ph: 306-747-2442     Fax: 306-747-3000

Email: chads@sbchron.com
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Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 5 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in good 
faith. We advise that it is in your interest to 
investigate offers personally. Publications by this 
paper should not be taken as an endorsement of  
the product or services offered.

SWNA Blanket Classifieds
Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 

Cost for 25 words:
Saskatchewan market ..............$209.00
   One Zone  ............................$86.00
   Two Zone ..........................$123.00
Alberta market .......................$269.00
Manitoba market ...................$189.00
BC market .............................$395.00
Ontario market ......................$439.00
   Western Ontario  .................$155.00   
   Central Ontario  ..................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario ..................$145.00
   Northern Ontario  ..................$90.00
Quebec market
   English ...............................$240.00
Atlantic market ......................$200.00
Across Canada  ..................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French)  ................$986.00

Spiritwood Herald
Reaching over 10,000 people weekly. 

Personal Classifieds: 
$16.00 for 20 words +  GST

20¢ additional words
$8.00 for additional weeks

Classified Display: 
$22.00/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches - $44.00 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 5:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$70.00 + $3.50 (GST) = $73.50/year

One year old laying 
hens, $2.00 per 
piece. Call before 
April 18, Frank 306-
466-6912  3-16CH

KS CATTLE CORP. 
has a good selection 
of registered Black 
Angus bulls for sale. 
Top AI and Natural 
Service bloodlines to 
work on heifers or 
cows. Contact Ken-
dall 306-883-7905 
 3-16CH

WEST COWAN API-
ARIES has for sale 
- Registered Black 
Angus Bulls by pri-
vate treaty. A pen of 
15, 2 year olds, are 
ready to work for 
you. Moderate birth 
weights. First Class, 
Upward, Chisum, 

Final Answer blood 
lines available. Con-
tact: Christopher at 
(306) 469-4970 or 
(306) 469-7902. 
 17-26CH

FOR SALE - Red or 
Black PB Registered 
Yearling Salers 
bulls. Phone 306-
747-3302. 8-16CH

GROWER DIRECT. 
Smooth Brome $2.50/
lb, Meadow Brome 
3.75/lb, Alfalfa 2.25/
lb, Cicer Milkvetch 
5.50/lb, Timothy, Clo-
vers, custom blends 
available. Delivery 
available Phone 
306-342-4290 or 306-
342-7688 Glaslyn SK. 
Siklenka Seeds
 9-22CH

WANTED - Shed 
deer, moose and 
elk antlers. Contact 
David Zdunich 306-
227-1337.  4-15CH

WANTED - Farm 
land for rent. Call 
Matt 306-469-7660 
or Mike 306-469-
7741.  4-14CH

WANTED: Home 
for indoor cats. 
Two 3-year-old 
female cats need 
a new home. Both 
are spayed, one is 
declawed, and all 
shots are up to date. 
Very loving and 
affectionate. Would 
prefer to keep them 
together but will 
separate if neces-
sary. For more info 
call 306-747-9009. 
 TFCH

LAND FOR SALE 
- RM of Shellbrook 
NW ¼ 26-49-3-3, 
natural gas & power 
on property. Please 
call Marg at 306-747-
2792 or Tom at 306-
961-1838.  2-14CH

¼ SECTION FARM 
LAND by Shell Lake 
for sale. Approx. 
20 acres lake front, 
joined by some wood 

land. Great place 
to build a house. 
Phone Gunnar Slem-
ming 306-714-7997. 

1-14CH

HOUSE KEEPER 
WANTED on farm 
in Shellbrook area. 
Must like farm life, 
especially horses. 
Call 306-714-7997. 
 2-15CH

HELP WANTED - 
Full or part time 
position available 
at large farm op-
eration. Must know 
cattle and machin-
ery. Ph: Kelly Feige 
after 6 pm 306-747-
2376  TFCH

LOT FOR SALE

FOR SALE
Larger Residential Property

in Shellbrook

Property is lot 20, located on Sanjun 
Drive, Shellbrook. 104’ wide x 

133’ long with 59’ wide x 29’ long 
extension. All services available.

$27,500
Enquiries please call 

Clark Pepper at 306-747-3432 
or 306-747-7755 (cell) 

for more details.

LIVESTOCK 
FOR SALE

LAND FOR SALE

Don’t Miss Out on the Extras! 
Turn to the Classifieds to find: • Miscellaneous • Autos 

• Recreation vehicles • Farm Machinery • Seed/Feed • Homes 
• Land • For Rent • Help Wanted • Coming Events • Auctions

20 words for only $16.00 plus GST 
$8.00 for each additional week • Additional words 20¢ 

• Includes 2 papers & website

Spiritwood Herald
P: 306-747-2442 •  F: 306-747-3000 

E: chads@sbchron.com

FOR SALE

Classifieds Work!

306-747-2442

FEED AND SEED

WANTED HELP WANTED

Classifieds Work! 306-747-2442

Buying? Selling?
Try the Classifieds!

306-747-2442

Place your Classified Today!
1st week 20 words $16.00 

Extra words 20¢ each
2nd week $8.00

Plus GST
Phone: 306-747-2442

Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: chads@sbchron.com

Spiritwood Herald

AUTOS

MISC.
FEED

HOMES
RVs

306-747-2442
CALL TODAY

Spiritwood 
Herald

Try The 

Classi�eds!
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How parents can discuss social media 
with young children

Parents of young children tend to have a lot on 
their minds. While social media may not be moms’ 
and dads’ foremost concern, it’s a topic that today’s 
parents must discuss with their children eventually.

Social media is largely uncharted territory for par-
ents. Many parents of young children did not grow up 
with social media. As a result, they might not know 
what constitutes appropriate usage, and how to con-
vey that to kids growing up in a world where social 
media is so prevalent. Parents tasked with discussing 
social media with kids can consider the 
following tips.

•  Recognize today’s kids are the most 
connected people in the world. UNI-
CEF notes that young people between 
the ages of 15 and 24 are the most con-
nected people in the world. Seventy-one 
percent of people in that age group are 
online, while just 48 percent of the total 
population across the globe is online. 
Parents won’t be able to eliminate the 
internet or social media from their kids’ 
lives. So discussions about social media 
usage should be about responsible us-
age, which should include limits on how 
much time kids spend online each day.

•  Don’t view social media as a vil-
lain. While social media gets its share 
of deserved and undeserved criticism, 
UNICEF, in its “The State of the World’s 

Children 2017” report, noted that digital technolo-
gies can serve as positive forces in the lives of young 
people. For example, digital technologies allow chil-
dren to access information on issues affecting their 
communities. Some youngsters may use that access 
as inspiration to change their communities for the 
better. In addition, social media allows young people 
with conditions such as cerebral palsy to interact with 
their peers in ways they might not have been able to 
interact in decades past. When discussing social me-

dia with their children, parents can emphasize these 
positive aspects while also noting the negatives as-
sociated with social media, using the combination of 
both as an example of why social media must be used 
in moderation.

•  Address the elephant in the room. Everyone on 
the internet is not who they say they are, and parents 
must address this with their kids before youngsters 
open social media accounts. Point out to children 
that they should never “friend” anyone who they do 

not know. A 2015 report from Pew Re-
search found that 41 percent of Face-
book users are connected with people 
they have never met in person. While 
adults who connect with strangers may 
not be in danger, kids may not be ma-
ture or savvy enough to recognize cyber 
criminals or others looking to prey on 
their inexperience and trustfulness. 
Explain this to children and use it to 
illustrate why mom and dad want to 
know who they’re speaking to online. 
Emphasize that your goal is to protect 
them, not invade their privacy.

Social media can be a difficult topic 
for parents to discuss with their chil-
dren. Maintaining an open and honest 
dialogue that recognizes the pros and 
cons of social media can make such dis-
cussions more fruitful. 
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