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Mayo repeats as Ladies Open champ

The Laurie Mayo foursome, winner of the Spiritwood Ladies Bonspiel for 2019.  L. to r.: Laurie Mayo, Abby Fiala, Emily Fiala, and Taylor 
Kroeker.

The more things change, the more 
they stay the same.  The Spiritwood 
Ladies Bonspiel underwent a revised 
format this year, but the result was 
similar to the past several years.  
The team of Laurie Mayo and grand-
daughters  Abby Fiala, Emily Fiala, 
and Taylor Kroeker (Is Taylor… no, 
but she’s as close to family as one can 
get) won the bonspiel championship.

But it almost didn’t happen.  Mayo 
and Gail Radke were tied with 3-1 re-

cords at the end of the Round Robin 
and positions one and two were de-
termined by a draw to the button.  
Mayo was closer, giving her first, and 
Radke had to settle for second.

Radke and her team of Chelsea 
Kirschman, Leslie Radke and Kyla 
Reaburn won the Second Event.

Candy Wingerter and her team of 
Brenda Tipton, Susan Tetreault and 
Tammy Gatzke took the Third Event.  
These ladies have been curling to-

gether in the Ladies Open “since 
Grade 11”, missing very few opportu-
nities to get together for the spiel.

The ten teams were divided into 
two pools of five, with each team 
playing a round robin of four-end 
games.  Records at the end of the 
round robin determined placing for 
the playoffs.

At the same time, the Ladies held 
their very first “Sterling” spiel, won 
by the team of Teigan and Bailey 

Knot.  In a Sterling spiel, teams of 
two play 6-end games.  Each person 
on the team throws six rocks, and 
there is no sweeping between the ho-
glines.

Four teams took part, with the Knot 
sisters facing Connie Heisler and 
Edna Koetse in the final. Heisler and 
Koetse were 3-0 through the round 
robin, but Teigan and Bailey came 
out on top in the game that counted.

More photos on page 2

Spiritwood Motors / Spiritwood Tire 
& Lube is currently looking to fill a 

permanent full time position.
A journeyman automotive mechanic would 
be given preference however anyone with 

mechanical or tire experience will be considered.
Please email resume to smlcarol@sasktel.net 

or drop o� in person to Carol at 
204 Railway Ave. in Spiritwood.306-883-2775 306-883-2760



Grader operator Brad Nordquist is a happy camp-
er.  He was busy March 18 grading along 1st St W 
with the Town’s new grader, which arrived the pre-
vious Friday.

Well, it’s not new.  It’s a 2008 model, but it’s a sig-
nificant upgrade from the grader that has been laid 
up for awhile.  Much of the winter, as a matter of 
fact.

Although he tried it out “for a couple of minutes” 
on its arrival Friday, Monday was his first chance 
to use it for the purpose for which is was intended.

“It’s a lot different than the older one,” he said.  
“It’s got a lot more buttons up here.”

He said that the streets are “hard-packed”, and 

there will need to be some melting and softening 
before it can be removed.

In the meantime, they’ll do what they can, at the 
very least attempting to get water to run where it is 
supposed to run.  At last look, streets were getting 
done, ruts were disappearing, and by the beginning 

of this week, many streets are close to drying up.
Spiritwood Town Council recently passed a mo-

tion at a special meeting to approve the borrowing 
of $89,000 for the purchase of the grader.  Some of 
that cost will be recouped upon the sale of the old 
grader.
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Mayo repeats as Ladies Open champ

Brad Nordquist, grader operator, blades the snow into a windrow down the middle to the street.  Spir-
itwood has been without a grader off and on 
throughout much of the winter.

Third Event, l. to r.: Brenda Tipron, Tammy Gatz-
ke, Candy Craig, and Susan Tereault.

NOTICE
Fast Genetics has made application under The Intensive Livestock 
Provisions of The Agricultural Operations Act for the Approval of 
Waste Storage and Waste Management Plans for the following 
Intensive Livestock Operation:

Hog operation – farrow to �nish 3065 animal units on NE 13-52-11 
W3 in R.M. 496 about 14 km north of Spiritwood.

Any person wishing to review the information submitted to 
Saskatchewan Agriculture may do so by:

a)     contacting Redge Watt of Fast Genetics in Spiritwood 
        (306-883-5675);
b)     reviewing a copy of the application at the Fast Genetics 
        of�ce in the town of Spiritwood (306-883-5675); 
c)     reviewing a copy of the application at Saskatchewan 
        Agriculture of�ce in Regina (306-787-4680) or Saskatoon 
        (306-227-9593).

Written comments received prior to April 16, 2019 are welcome 
and may be provided to:

Shannon Meyers
Fast-Sexing Technologies ULC
#8-4003 Millar Ave
Saskatoon, SK
S7K 2K6

Or to:

Darren Stovin, P.Eng.
Government of Saskatchewan
Environmental Engineer
Livestock Branch, Ministry of Agriculture
3085 Albert Street
Regina, SK S4S 0B1

Rewarding opportunity available for motivated nurse who desires to 
work with First Nation clients in a friendly, welcoming community. 
Options available are full-time, part-time and casual, on week days, 
vehicle provided, education benefit and multiple funded, learning 
opportunities, excellent support.
For more information about this autonomous and rewarding position, 
please contact Lindsey Dauvin, Supervisor Nurse Practice Advisor 
with Indigenous Services Canada, Spiritwood. Phone 306-883-1465 
or email lindsey.dauvin@canada.ca
To apply for this position and to view the full list of required 
qualifications, please refer to the federal government employment 
website: www.canada.ca/government-jobs. 19-NHW-FNIH-EA-
SK-260071. The deadline for applications is March 31st, 2019.

We thank all candidates who apply and advise that only those selected for 
further consideration in the process will be contacted. Preference will be given 
to Canadian citizens. We are committed to Employment Equity. The Public 
Service of Canada is committed to developing inclusive, barrier-free selection 
processes and work environments. If contacted regarding this competition, 
please advise of the accommodation measures which must be taken to enable 
you to be assessed in a fair and equitable manner.

Vous pouvez obtenir ces renseignements en français.

Indigenous Services
Canada

Services aux
Autochtones Canada

Registered Nurse Home Care
Big Island Lake First Nation

Dave Rogoozinsky & Guests Antique Sale
Sat., April 6th, 2019 – 10:00 am

Legion Hall – 1st Ave. S., Leask, SK
Large antique auction including tin, enamel and porcelain 
signs; oil cans including Red Indian, William Penn; Dining 
Room Suite, dresser, pole lamps, wicker furniture, round 
top trunk, wash stand, lamps, clocks – vintage, alarm, horse, 
Huckleberry Finn; beaded moccasin tops; Irons – gas, sad, 
Coleman, cast; Desk top planes; toys – mechanical horse, 
dolls, sled, various telephones; leather Singer sewing machine, 
implement seats plus much more.
Listing and pictures at www.saskauctioneers.com or phone 
306-466-6727 for more info.

Auctioneer – John Priestley, PL #917023

CROWN HILL AUCTION

*Kms and price in thousands. Taxes not included in price.

Toll Free 1-800-667-3353
#2 Highway West, Watrous, SK DL907154

www.centennialford.sk.ca

PICK OF 
THE WEEK

(9373UA) 
2016 Edge Titanium 

AWD
2.0L-I4/ Kylss Entry/ Rmt Strt/ 
SYNC/ Htd Strng Whl/ BLIS/ 
Rvrs Snsng/ Rvrs Cmr/ NAV/ 

Pwr Lftgt/ Hm Lnk/ Magnetic     
59kms*    

$31,995*

Bailey and Teigan Knot, first-ever winners of the 
Sterling category at the Spiritwood Ladies Bon-
spiel.

Second Event, l. to r.: Gail Radke, Chelsea 
Kirschman, Leslie Radke, and Kyla Reaburn.

New grader for Spiritwood



The Volunteer Service Department is in need of 
caring, compassionate and committed volunteers to 
fill the following service positions:

“On Call” Volunteers – Evergreen Health Centre, 
Leoville

Extra volunteers are 
often needed for the long 
term care residents on an 
“on-call” basis, to assist 
with outings, parties, so-
cial gatherings, shopping 
trips, taking residents to 
appointments, etc.

Shifts: As needed
Parent-Tot/Family Vol-

unteering Program – 
Spiritwood and District 
Health Centre

Parents and their chil-
dren visit residents on 
a one-to-one basis or in 
small groups.  Parents 
are responsible for their 
children at all times.

Shifts: Flexible, once or 
twice per week.

Pet Therapy – Hafford 
Special Care Home

Volunteers with well-
trained, friendly pets 
may visit the residents 
at the Nursing Homes.  
The pets must meet the 
necessary requirements 
prior to visiting.

Shifts: Once or twice 

per week:  Flexible hours.
If you are interested in this or any other Volunteer 

service position, or if you have a particular skill or 
talent you would like to share with the patients, res-
idents or clients, please call your local health care 

facility to apply. You can also reach the Volunteer 
Services Department at (306) 765-6010, by email 
at volunteers@paphr.sk.ca  or find us on the web at 
www.paphr.ca.  We look forward to matching your 
talents and interests with the right position for you.
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Report from the Legislature
The 2019 Provincial Bud-

get is a balanced budget – 
and it’s the right balance 
for Saskatchewan.

It’s the right balance be-
tween keeping your taxes 
low and providing quality 
services for our children, 
families, and seniors.

It’s the right balance be-
tween important invest-
ments in both urban and 
rural Saskatchewan.

And it’s the right bal-
ance for building a stronger 
economy and creating jobs, 
now and in the future.

This year’s budget deliv-
ers record investments in 
mental health services, 
highway safety, our chil-
dren’s classrooms and sup-
ports for persons with dis-
abilities.

And there are no new 
taxes or tax increases.

This budget fulfills our 
government’s three-year 
fiscal plan in which some 
difficult decisions had to 
be made. Those choices re-
duced Saskatchewan’s reli-
ance on volatile resource 
revenues and set Saskatch-
ewan on a path to where we 
are today.

With a projected surplus 
of $34.4 million, this bud-
get increases support in al-
most every area – in health, 
social services and assis-
tance, protection of people 
and property, education, 
agriculture, community 
development, environment 
and natural resources, and 
transportation.

This budget provides 
a $700,000 increase for 
the Autism Individualized 
Funding benefit, increasing 
the benefit from $4,000 to 
$6,000 per year for chil-
dren under age six.

Specific health care capi-

tal investments in this 
budget include funding the 
preconstruction design of 
a new Victoria Hospital in 
Prince Albert and planning 
for a new hospital in Wey-
burn.

Budget 2019-20 invests 
in the replacement of 
Northland Pioneers Lodge 
in Meadow Lake, fulfilling 
the government’s commit-
ment to replace 13 long-
term care facilities for se-
niors across the province. 
Additional home care sup-
port will also help people 
stay safely in their homes 
as long as possible through 
the Connected Care pro-
gram.

The 2019-20 Budget also 
provides $1.1 million—
an increase of more than 
$660,000—to the Alzheim-
er Society for the First Link 
program.

An increase of more than 
$27 million will support at-
risk children and families 
while community-based or-
ganizations and those who 
deliver services to children 
and families and provide 
support for people with in-
tellectual disabilities will 

receive an additional $5.9 
million in 2019-20.

The budget also provides 
a $6.6 million increase in 
support for adults with in-
tellectual disabilities, and 
$1.4 million has been des-
ignated to increase month-
ly payments for foster fami-
lies who complete training.

This budget increases 
school division funding 
while Education Prop-
erty Tax rates remain un-
changed.

To improve safety at 
highway intersections, 
our government has in-
troduced an Enhanced In-

tersection Safety Program 
that will improve signage, 
sight lines and lighting and 
add safety features like 
rumble strips at intersec-
tions throughout the prov-
ince.

The budget also includes 
more than $60 million for 
twinning and passing lane 
projects. Overall, the bud-
get provides funding to 
improve about 1,000 kilo-
metres of the highway net-
work in 2019-20.

This year we will contin-
ue funding 128 municipal 
police positions and tar-
geted policing initiatives 
across the province with an 
additional $1.1 million des-
ignated for drug-impaired 
driving detection training 
for police.

While the formula has 
changed, communities 
across the province will 
continue to receive uncon-
ditional funding from the 
province through Munici-
pal Revenue Sharing. The 
total allocated this year is 
up $10.5 million to $251 
million.

This budget also achieves 
the right balance by invest-

ing a total of $2.7 billion 
into hospitals, schools, 
highways, and municipal 
and Crown infrastructure 
to help meet the needs of 
a growing population and 
economy, while ensuring 
that debt is managed re-
sponsibly.

Saskatchewan grew 
by over 11,000 people in 
2018. A growing province 
means a growing demand 
for government services 
Saskatchewan people ex-
pect and deserve.Our gov-
ernment is committed to 
a responsible, sustainable 
plan to deliver and improve 
those services.

At a time when some ju-
risdictions have chosen a 
path of ongoing deficits, 
this budget sets Saskatch-
ewan on a path to ensure 
balanced budgets in the 
years ahead. The 2019-20 
Budget is part of our gov-
ernment’s plan to continue 
to balance into the future, 
and sustain needed invest-
ments in high-quality gov-
ernment services for all 
Saskatchewan people.

You can learn more at 
saskatchewan.ca/budget.

HON. SCOTT MOE, 
PREMIER

~
MLA for Rosthern -

 Shellbrook
Toll Free: 

1-855-793-3422
scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

HON. JEREMY 
HARRISON 

 MLA
~

 Meadow 
Lake

Toll Free: 
1-877-234-6669

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated
www.remaxbattlefords.com 

Your Local Realtor™...Working Hard ...
To Sell Ag, Residential, Cottage & Commercial Properties For You!

Shawna Schira-Kroeker
YOUR LOCAL REALTOR®
306-441-1625
ssk@littleloon.ca

�e Brand you know, the name you Trust

REAL ESTATE WEEKLY
Shawna Schira-Kroeker - Your Local Realtor ®

Lot 1 Whittaker Crescent, 
Meeting Lake

4 season cabin on a titled lot at crescent Beach, 
Meeting Lake. 3BD, 1BA, open floor plan, private 
lot, short walk to the beach and boat launch. 
 MLS#SK752394

   $220,000

RM of Canwood No. 494
267 acres overlooking Fur Lake. All acres pasture 
& bush, fully fenced & two Texas gates. 4BD, 2BA 
family home w/ walkout basement. C/W all appli-
ances, call for more info.  MLS#SK732148

$415,000
Acreage, Spiritwood

7.2 acre acreage within town limits, 2 story fam-
ily home, 4BD, 5BA, open floor plan, attached 
garage, new Nat Gas furnace and boiler, call for 
more information. MLS#SK744442

 $425,000

401 - 4th Ave., Medstead 
Large lot (108x158) 4BD, 2BA, sunroom, garden 
area, double attached garage, plus a single de-
tached garage, gas fireplace in the basement. c/w 
all appliances. MLS#SK730922

$149,900SOLD
RM of Medstead

30.34 acres, 5BD, 2BA home, 50X100 quonset, 
24X50 insulated shop, 26X28 barn, only 4.5 
miles to Medstead. Call for more information.
 MLS#SK760537

$239,900

Lot 5 Lakeshore Dr., The Cove, 
Meeting Lake - ‘New Listing’

Lakeview, 4BD, 2BA, 4 season cabin on 3.78 acres, 
comes fully furnished. Laundry, propane heat, 
wood fireplace, composite south facing deck.
 MLS#SK762972

$415,000

Sask. Health Authority volunteer opportunities
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OPINIONOPINION
“How soon
we forget”

Admit it.  Just three weeks ago you were one of those check-
ing the outside thermometer and wondering just when the 
-30-plus temperatures were going to be a thing of the past.  
Or, whether they were ever going to be a thing of the past.  

In fact, if you were to tell people that spring was coming and 
the snow would melt you might possibly be in line for a throat 
punch for expressing such a Pollyanna view.  It was difficult, 
if not impossible, to see past the cold for an inevitable thaw 
and warming.

It calls to mind a stretch in January, 1969, when the tem-
perature was below -40 for about four weeks.  I was living 

in Calgary.  Every day, as I drove to 
work in the morning, the people at the 
bus stops along the way were all facing 
west.  It took a bit before I twigged onto 
what was happening, and then it struck 
me.  They were facing west looking for 
the telltale “chinook arch” that was 
going to deliver them from the hell in 
which they were suffering day by freez-
ing day.

But even then, they knew they were 
going to get one, a chinook, that is.  And 
it finally did come.

Well, we never got a chinook, but 
the temperatures did come up to well 
above freezing, and the snow started to 
melt, and the ruts in the street became 

far too noticeable. I’m not sure if the Town office heard about 
the rutted streets from displeased motorists but we sure 
heard about it on social media.

The ruts on my street weren’t so bad.  Oh, they were bad, as 
far as ruts go, but they did have the effect of slowing the traffic 
down. Far too many motorists view our street as a racetrack 
– or maybe a dragstrip – and as long as the street was rutted 
up, it forced everyone to slow down.

What people didn’t seem to realize at the time was that the 
Town was short a grader, and it’s difficult to get much snow 
removal done without one.  The new one eventually did ar-
rive, and it took very few days to get the streets levelled off 
and the snow carried away, and then with a couple of days of 
sunshine, the streets were, for the most part, dry.

So, there we are.  A new grader and no more snow to push.  
Oh, well, there are a few streets that didn’t winter well, pot-
holes and all.  It shouldn’t take too long to get things in shape 
for summer.

This is changing the subject, but it appears as though the 
Chinese government has upped the ante in their dispute with 
Canada, and I’m left wondering what the U.S. is thinking at 
this moment.  China was Canada’s #1 customer for canola, 
and they have decided that they are not going to buy any more 
Canadian canola because there are bugs in it, or some cocka-
mamie excuse. 

Of course, it all hearkens back to when Canadian border 
officials arrested Huawei CFO Meng Wanzhou because the 
Americans wanted her for violating some of the sanctions put 
in place against countries dealing with North Korea. China in 
return arrested a couple of Canadian businessmen and now 
they’ve placed an embargo on Canadian canola, and it may 
not stop there.

So, where is the U.S. government in all this?  They wanted 
the Huawei CFO and asked Canada to arrest her.  Her com-
pany didn’t break any of our sanctions, yet we’re paying the 
price.

I think a solution might be to release her from custody on 
her own recognizance and send her back to China, where she 
can be found when the U.S. wants to move forward with pros-
ecuting her.  At least it brings the U.S. back into the picture.

DAVE 
HYNDMAN

~
News Editor

Eight years. 
That’s how long Jaskirat Sidhu, the truck 

driver responsible for the Humboldt Broncos 
bus crash that killed 16 people and irrevocably 
changed 13 other lives, will spend in prison for 
the mistakes he made on that fateful April day 
in 2018.

Eight years. That’s 2,920 days, or 70,080 
hours, or 4,204,800 minutes. 

But is it enough? Does the punishment, as the 
old saying goes, fit the crime?

Well, given that this case is without precedent 
in Canada, that question’s far harder to answer 
than one might expect. A proper answer 
requires one to take into account not just the 
consequences of the crime, nor only the crime 
itself, but also a myriad of other circumstances.

While some still prefer the ancient idea of an “eye for 
an eye”, Canadian law, on a philosophical level, is about 
reparations rather than retribution. It is primarily focused 
on healing those who have been wronged, but it also cares 
about fixing those who commit crimes, in the hope that 
their crimes will not be repeated.

On a practical level, there are some instances in which 
this legal philosophy is easily applied, making balancing 
the scales of justice a less arduous task for a judge or a jury.  
But how does one even begin to balance those same scales 
when a life, or multiple lives in this instance, have been 
prematurely taken?

What value does one place on 16 people, many of whom 
had likely yet to discover their full potential? What prison 
sentence or financial penalty could ever hope to make up 
for this needless loss, or heal the pain felt by the loved ones 
who were left behind?

This is where one must begin to consider the crime 
itself. And the crime, in the case of Mr. Sidhu, is 16 
counts of dangerous driving causing death and 13 counts 
of dangerous driving causing bodily harm – an entirely 
different beast from something like premeditated murder.

Does intent, or the lack of it, count for anything? If so, 
then how much? 

And how does a judge – in this case Judge Inez Cardinal 
– factor in circumstances such as Mr. Sidhu’s admission 
of guilt, or his cooperation with the RCMP’s investigation 
of the crash, or his formal apology to the victims and their 
families, when considering the just sentence?

Taking this, and even more, into account, one can see 

how a seemingly simple concept like reparative 
justice becomes nigh impossible to put into 
practice to everyone’s satisfaction.

So again, did Mr. Sidhu’s punishment fit his 
crime? 

For Crown prosecutor Thomas Healey, who 
had been pushing for 10 years in prison, followed 
by a 10 year driving ban, the answer is likely a 
resounding no. Ditto for those in the “eye for an 
eye” camp  – but then again, they likely would 
have found even the legal maximum sentence of 
14 years to be far too lenient. 

Using Canadian legal precedent as 
the benchmark for determining the 
“appropriateness” of the sentence, the stiffest 
prison sentence ever doled out in a dangerous 

driving case was six years, and, in that case, there were 
three casualties and one injury

This means Mr. Sidhu’s eight-year sentence, which was 
handed down in a Melfort courtroom last Friday, is the new 
Canadian legal precedent. And that likely has much to do 
with the unprecedented number of victims in the case.

Now, it should be noted that Mr. Sidhu’s actual sentence 
was eight years for each of the 16 victims killed as a result of 
his mistakes, as well as five years for each of the 13 people 
he injured. However, given the unlikelihood that Mr. Singh 
would live long enough to serve a 193-year prison sentence, 
each sentence will be served concurrently, meaning only 
eight years behind bars, or six months for each life he took.  

Additionally, Mr. Singh will face deportation to India 
upon completing his sentence. And, assuming the remorse 
he’s shown to date has been genuine, he will also live with 
guilt for the rest of his days – which, in many ways, is the 
equivalent of a life sentence.

Whether too lenient or too harsh, Mr. Sidhu’s sentence 
does bring an end to what has been a harrowing chapter 
for the victims of the crash, and will hopefully signal a true 
beginning of the healing process for all those who were 
impacted.

In the meantime, rather than debating the 
appropriateness of Mr. Sidhu’s sentence, perhaps we all 
ought to take a page from the victims and their families, 
who have shown courage, resilience, compassion, and even 
forgiveness, to which all of us should aspire.

We can ever get back what was lost on April 6, 2018. But 
we can always strive to make our province a better, safer 
place.

Sentence for Broncos crash driver ends a chapter

JORDAN

TWISS

~
Columnist
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Budget solid and honest, but less memorable
 When one looks back 

at this Saskatchewan 
Party government, it 
seems unlikely that 
2019-20 budget will be 
all that memorable.

That’s usually reserved 
for budgets that have 
either a lot of goodies or 
a lot of pain. This budget 
really has neither.

Consider this year’s 
assortment of highway 
upgrade goodies for 
rural residents:

There’s twinning 
of Hwy. 7 at Vanscoy, 
completing Saskatoon to 
Delisle twinning.

There’s two sets of 
passing lanes west of 
Rosetown on Hwy 7, and 
a passing lane on Hwy. 2 
north of Moose Jaw.

More passing lanes 
will be completed on 
Hwys. 6 and 39 between 
Regina and Estevan, 
and will be started on 
Hwys. 9 and 10 between 
Canora and Melville.

We will also see 32 

kilometres of repaving 
of Hwy. 1 west of 
Tompkins, 24 kilometres 
of Hwy. 9 repaving 
north of Usherville, 
26 kilometres of Hwy. 
10 repaving east of 
Fort Qu’Appelle, and 
23 kilometres on Hwy. 
15 repaving west of 
Kenaston.

But this isn’t like the 
massive lists we’ve seen 
in past years – partly 
due to re-prioritizing 
highways dollars to 
the new Enhanced 
Intersection Safety 
program that will see 
$13 million spent on 
what will be a $65 
million program in the 
next five years.

New turning lanes, 
better lighting, rumble 
strips and clearer sight 
lines don’t necessarily 
provide government 
with the same-bang-
for-your-buck as laying 
down new asphalt under 
your tires.

But in the wake of 
last year’s Humboldt 
Broncos bus crash, it 
can be argued what the 
government is now doing 
is more important.

Moreover, there is less 
money to go around.

Finance Minister 
Donna Harpauer’s 2019-
20 budget has only 
allotted $439-million 
for highways and 
infrastructure capital 
works – considerably 
less than the $673 
million in this year’s 
2018-19 budget that’s 

wrapping up. And the 
budget suggests we will 
only see $339 million 
in capital highways 
infrastructure spending 
for each of the three 
years to follow.

But we are also seeing 
a $34.4-million surplus 
in the 2019-20 budget, 
and the Sask. Party 
says to expect surpluses 
of $49 million, $72 
million and $82 million 
in the years to follow. 
(However, one should be 
a little suspicious here, 
because there’s really 
no way governments can 
predict surpluses that 
far in advance.)

 Compare that with 
the $380-million deficit 
in the 2018-19 budget, 
according to the third-
quarter update also 
released last week. 

Compare plans for 
four surplus budgets in 
Saskatchewan with the 
four straight deficits 
since Saskatchewan’s 

last surplus budget in 
2014-15.

That string of deficits 
has increased the debt 
service charge (the 
interest on the “credit 
card bill” we own the 
bond companies for past 
accumulated deficits) 
to $694 million – an 
annual budgetary cost 
that hasn’t been this 
high in Saskatchewan 
since the aftermath 
of the Grant Devine 
government years.

Clearly, big capital 
spending and 
operational deficits has 
been taking its toll in 
this province. Public 
debt is $19.9 billion right 
now and is expected 
to rise to a record $26 
billion in 2023.

Yes, we were 
hammered by the PST 
hike to six per cent two 
years ago and big-time 
cuts like the shuttering 
of the STC. 

But it’s also become 

clear that this province 
can no longer rely 
on resource revenue 
windfalls it enjoyed a 
decade ago.

In fact, resource 
revenues that once 
accounted for 20 per 
cent of all government 
revenue only accounts 
for $1.8 billion of the 
$15-billion 2019-20 
budget.

And it wouldn’t 
even be that much if it 
weren’t for an additional 
$117-million increase 
in potash revenue that 
can almost exclusively 
be attributed to long-
overdue elimination 
of the Saskatchewan 
Resource Credit  - 
essentially  - change to 
tax laws.

There’s not a lot of 
goodies. There’s not a lot 
of harm.

But it’s a responsible, 
honest budget and 
should be remembered 
as such.

VIEWPOINTVIEWPOINT

MURRAY

MANDRYK

~

YOUR TWO CENTS~
Dear editor,
The recent revelations of our federal Liberal 

government’s apparently “special” (and quite 
possibly unlawful) relationship with SNC-Lavalin 
(the Montreal-based engineering and construction 
corporate giant) has come to the undivided attention 
of millions of people across Canada -- and millions 
of people around the world as well. The Conservative 
Party opposition MPs have aggressively full-court 
pressed the winded Liberals and demanded that 
they fully disclose all of their secretive dealings 
with a globally established conglomerate that has 
been accused of major bribery and financial fraud 
activities.

The Conservative’s incessant efforts have heated 
up the media’s coverage of this ever-expanding 
scandal; which, in turn, have tremendously 
engaged and energized the general public’s desire 
to have all “business of politics” practitioners more 
closely scrutinized and investigated. From a local 
perspective, we have been incredibly inspired by the 
courageous efforts of the No Business in the Park 
campaigners, whose tireless work has obviously 
greatly contributed to the (temporary) stoppage of 
Brandt’s construction of the new CNIB “complex” in 
our beloved Wascana Park. And, hopefully the Sask. 
Party’s highly controversial (and also quite possibly 
unlawful) handling of the massively over-budget 

Regina Bypass infrastructure boondoggle will soon 
be justifiably exposed.

Maybe, just maybe, more of the marginalized 
regular citizens of this diverse country will not be 
so unethically “frozen out” by devious and deceitful 
political legislators who seem to be far more motivated 
to initiate lucrative, under-the-table interactions 
with their private enterprise backers. Here’s hoping 
the groundswell of people who are now demanding 
to know what illicit arrangements are covertly going 
down between our elected public servants and their 
big business bosses will not dissipate anytime soon.

 Stay vigilant Saskatchewan,
HighwayRobbery.org team

Late winter “thaw” of public apathy and indifference
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Lions awarded eye bank life memberships
Two members of the Spiritwood 

and District Lions Club have been 
awarded life memberships in the Sas-
katchewan Lions Eye Bank.

Lion Torben and Sonja Nielsen were 
presented with their certificates and 
commemorative pins by Lion past 
president Wayne Pauls at the March 
21 meeting of the Lions.

The Lions Eye Bank, in partnership 
with the Saskatchewan Transplant 
Program, is responsible for the recov-
ery of donated eye tissue. Donor eyes 
are used for sight restoring corneal 
transplant surgery and for research 
and education concerning the pre-
vention of blindness.

The Lions Eye Bank of Saskatch-
ewan has been in operation for over 
25 years.

Lions worldwide have been provid-
ing support for eye banks for nearly 
65 years. Currently, there are 53 offi-
cial Lions Eye Banks throughout the 

world.
The Lions Eye Banks perform valu-

able sight-saving functions. A staff of 
professionals at the eye bank recover, 
evaluate and distribute human eye 
tissue for vision restoration, research 
and education. Eye surgeons rely on 
eye banks to supply them with eye 
tissue for sight-saving procedures for 
persons who have eye disease or in-
jury.

In a corneal transplant operation, 
the cloudy cornea is removed and re-
placed by a healthy, clear cornea from 
a donor. Because light can once again 
enter the eye, vision is restored. To 
anyone who’s been through the pro-
cess, from light to dark to light again, 
it really is a medical miracle.

Also at the meeting, Lion Sonja was 
presented with the Diamond Centen-
nial Membership Award in recogni-
tion of her efforts in membership de-
velopment and retention.

Lions Torben and Sonja Nielsen were presented with life memberships in 
the Saskatchewan Lions Eye Bank.  The presentation was made by Lion past 
president Wayne Pauls on behalf of the Eye Bank.

NABER
SHELLBROOK

NABER FORD SALES
211 Service Road East, Shellbrook

www.naberford.com

Shellbrook, SK
306-747-2213

Toll Free
1-888-466-2237

ANNOUNCEMENT
Naber Ford is pleased to announce

the addition of 
Ted Naber to 

their Sales team. 
Ted brings lots of sales & 
service experience and 

would like to invite all his 
friends and past customers 
in for a coffee and a visit.

19035SS4

Quilters donate to “Bags of Love”
The Cross Country Quilters, plus other lo-

cal quilters, gave 38 quilts to Bags of Love, 
an organization that collects toiletries, 
books, toys and other items and distributes 

them to children being placed in foster care.
All items are bagged for each individual 

child.  So far this year they have given out 
44 bags.

The Cross Country Quilters and other local quilters gave 38 quilts to Bags of 
Love.  The quilts will form part of the bag given to children entering foster 
care.
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Canola to face many challenges this season

The Library Board met on March 20 at 6 p.m.  
Present were Kay Willson, Phil Willson, Rhonda 
Clark, Dana Doucette, Erin Wingerter, Kathleen 
Gatzke and Joyce Carriere.  Regrets – Shannon 
Beaulac & Susan Seigel.  

Kay gave a Literacy Partnership report.  The liter-
acy group will be doing programming in Big River 
in April.  They had a game day on early dismissal 
in February and are planning one on March 27 and 
another on March 29 with Ozbots.  The children 
must be registered as there are too many who are 
interested to have them all on one day.  The Lit-
eracy Olympics will be 
held again on the last 
Saturday of March in 
the mezzanine while the 
cordwood curling goes 
on below.

The prize-winning 
bookmark was a big hit 
so we are considering or-
dering more.  

Aboriginal storyteller, 
Mr. Chad Solomon, en-
tertained in February 
for the children of Hart-
ley Clark, Rivier and 
Witchekan schools.  He 
was excellent and had 
the children take part 
with his puppets.

The theme for 2019 
Summer Reading Pro-
gram is “Natural World”.  
Marion Mutula has been 
booked for July 30 at 
1:30 in the mezzanine 
in partnership with the 
summer rec. program.  
Stay tuned for more in-
formation as it becomes 
available.

Our new chairperson is 

Kay and our new vice-chair is Dana.  Thanks ladies.  
We want to thank Laurie Knot for her many years 
on the board.  Also, thanks to Rachelle Beauchesne, 
who has decided to retire from the board. We’ll 
miss your artwork.

A lot of brainstorming was done to see if there are 
some programs we could host at the library.  Is any-
one interested in a book club (adults or children), 
cooking club, knitting club, financial workshop 
(basic banking, saving, budgets, RRSPs,), speakers 
you might be interested in hearing?  Let us know.  
Speaking of listening to someone – Emily Burak 

has offered again to come to the library in June to 
entertain us on her harpsicord.  You must come this 
time.  Phil and Kay conducted a newcomers pro-
gram to introduce them to the library

Do you have a library card?  It’s easy.  You just 
need two pieces of I.D. and proof of residency.  Then 
you can borrow books (hard cover, pocket or large 
print), DVDs, magazines, puzzles and music.  We 
have six public access computers; photocopies in B 
& W or colour, and storytime on Fridays at 10 a.m.  

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, May 22, 
2019 at 6 p.m.

The ongoing issues 
with canola exports to 
China has to have Prai-
rie producers adding a 
wild card to the deck as 
they prepare to deal out 
their 2019 cropping in-
tentions.

Canada’s trade diver-
sification minister has 
come out with a state-
ment calling on the 
Chinese government to 
“show us the evidence” 
of alleged impurities it 
used as justification for 
yanking Richardson In-
ternational Ltd.’s canola 
export licence, details 
a recent Star Phoenix 
story.

“The Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency in-

spected this canola, said 
it was of high quality as 
is the nature of the prod-
uct that we export. The 
Chinese say that it has 
impurities. We say to the 
Chinese, ‘Show us. Show 
us a sample,’ ” Jim Carr 
said.

It is more than likely 
the so-called impurities 
are nothing more than 
the Chinese government 
putting some trade pres-
sure on Canada as a way 
to show strength regard-
ing issues between the 
two countries which 
have nothing to do with 
agricultural trade.

It is a tactic that defi-
nitely gets noticed here 
since, in 2017, the last 

year for which annual 
data are available, Sas-
katchewan exported 
$3.6 billion worth of 
canola seed — about 26 
per cent of all agricul-
tural exports. China was 
among its best custom-
ers, buying $1.4 billion 
of that total, according to 

the Star Phoenix article.
Long term China is 

going to remain a buyer 
of canola oil based on 
a growing middle class 
looking for it on their 
store shelves.

But, short term, the 
commodity can certainly 
be a political football, 
which can raise some 
questions for farmers 
here headed to spring 
planting.

Farmers have never 
had control over politi-
cal posturing using ag-
ricultural products as a 
hammer, and they have 
even less control over 
weather.

In December an article 
at www.theweathernet-

work.com also has to be 
a wild card for famers in 
general and canola pro-
ducers specifically.

“The influence of El 
Niño can be felt far and 
wide and heavy rainfalls, 
catastrophic flooding, 
and mass crop failures 
can all be attributed to 
this powerful climate cy-
cle. Early compilations of 
2018’s data indicate that 
this year will likely be-
come the fourth warmest 
on record, and the devel-
oping El Niño event is 
increasing the odds that 
2019 will be the hottest 
year that human life has 
ever experienced,” noted 
the article.

Is a forecast in De-

cember a guarantee? Of 
course not, but it does 
suggest some reason for 
concern.

Extreme heat, espe-
cially at the time canola 
flowers, can cause prob-
lems as blooms are lost 
to the heat, which im-
pacts the number of pods 
on a plant.

While the Chinese sit-
uation could be solved 
long before the 2019 crop 
is harvested and ready 
for sale, and weather has 
a tendency to moderate 
closer to the actual date 
of a forecast, the two fac-
tors do suggest canola 
could face some definite 
production and market-
ing challenges in 2019.

CALVIN

DANIELS

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

AGRICULTUREAGRICULTURE

Thursday, April 4, 2019
Regular Sale 9:30 a.m.

Presorted Internet Calf Sale 11:00 a.m.

Friday, April 12, 2019
Makin’ It Pay Bull Sale & 

Pen of 3 Heifer Sale 1:00 p.m.
Producers wishing to market cattle prior to sale day 
please contact the office 306-236-3411 for delivery.

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Brent 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 

please contact 
Brent, Blair or Brody

MEADOW LAKE LIVESTOCK SALES LTD.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 •  Blair 306-240-9883 •  Brody 306-240-6504  
 Office 306-236-3411 ~ Fax 306-236-3412

Prince Albert Office: 306-763-0408  
Email: mlstockyards@ sasktel.net ~  market info visit: www.mlstockyards.com 

R.M. OF MEDSTEAD NO. 497
SEASONAL MAINTENANCE/EQUIPMENT 

OPERATOR POSITION
�e R.M. of Medstead No. 497 invites applications for an 
experienced full time Seasonal Maintenance/Equipment 
Operator.  �e Seasonal Maintenance/Equipment Operator 
will be responsible for mowing this municipality’s ditches, 
rock picking, mulching in conjunction with the grader 
operators, installing and repairing signs and other jobs as 
directed by the Reeve. Opportunity may be present in the 
future to move into a grader operator position.  Pay rates 
depending on experience.  

�e R.M. of Medstead No. 497 is located in central 
Saskatchewan located approximately forty �ve minutes 
north of North Battleford. 

Applicants must possess a valid Class 5 driver’s license and 
have skill and experience in maintenance and operation 
of equipment including tractor, mower, rock picker and 
mulcher.

Submit written resumes stating experience, expected wage, 
two references and a current driver’s abstract by 4:00 p.m. 
on April 11th, 2019.  All resumes shall be marked “Seasonal 
Maintenance/Equipment Operator Position” and dropped 
o� at the RM O�ce, mailed to the address below or emailed 
to rm497@sasktel.net.

R.M. of Medstead No. 497
Box 12

Medstead, SK   S0M 1W0

Council thanks all applicants for their interest in this 
position but only persons selected for interviews will be 
contacted.

�e R.M. of Medstead No. 497 reserves the right to reject 
and refuse any or all expressions of interest. 

Spiritwood Library news
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Draft tournament ends hockey season
The curtain came down on the 2018-

2019 hockey season Saturday evening 
with an exciting final in the day-long 
Draft Tournament.

This year’s tourney featured five 
co-ed teams, and it was Cal’s Custom 

Board Cleaning that emerged as the 
winners, downing Hart Electric 9-3

Hart had finished in first place, Cal’s 
2nd, Spiritwood Co-op 3rd, Timber-
wolves 4th and R&L Feeds 5th.

Hart had beaten Cal’s 8-4 in the 

modified round robin to place first.  
They met the Timberwolves and 
thrashed them 17-7 in the semi-final, 
and then went up against Cal’s imme-
diately after.  Cal’s had scored a 14-4 

win over the Co-op to earn their berth 
in the final.

It was a good day of hockey, and a 
fitting end to the season for another 
year.

The Spiritwood Spirited Arrows have 
only a few weeks remaining in their win-
ter season.  They have been meeting since 
January in the Ag Building north of town, 
with three groups of young archers and one 
of adults taking advantage of the facility.

Norman Lavoie of Lavoie Machining 
and Welding recently donated five arrow 
stands to the club.  The stands are used by 
archers who do not have their own quivers, 
giving them somewhere to put their arrows 
while they are shoot-
ing.

Much of the instruc-
tion for the young ar-
chers is provided by 
Travis Epp, who has 
been doing it for two 
seasons.  He took his 
coaching training at a 
Sask Archery Coach-
ing Clinic.

The archers meet 
Fridays, with groups 
spending about an 
hour in sessions that 
run from 4:00-5:00, 
5:00-6:00 and 6:30-
7:30.  About 10-16 
kids have been at-

tending the first session, up to 18 from 
Witchekan at the second, and six to eight 
kids at the third.  

The adult session runs from about 7:30 
p.m. until 8:30 or 9.

The next action for the Spirited Arrows 
will be hosting the 3-D Shoot at the Arena, 
to be held in mid-April.  Around the same 
time, several your archers will be attend-
ing a Junior Olympic Program competition 
in Prince Albert.

Cal’s Custom Board Cleaning (in white) puts the pressure on Hart Electric in 
the final.  Cal’s won 9-3.

Driver Education Services
Living Sky School Division No. 202 is seeking proposals for driver education 
training services for a three (3) year term starting with the 2019-2020 school year 
for approximately 300 students in the following communities:

•     North Battleford, Leoville, Medstead, Spiritwood, Hafford, Maymont, and 
       Cando. 

A copy of the proposal speci�cations can be obtained by contacting Janel 
Etcheverry, Business Manager, or from 
https://www.lskysd.ca/CentralO�ce/public-tenders-rfp/Pages/default.aspx

Please send proposals to:  Janel Etcheverry, Business Manager
    Living Sky School Division No. 202
    509 Pioneer Avenue
    North Battleford, SK. S9A 4A5
    Phone: 306-937-7960
    Email: janel.etcheverry@lskysd.ca

Closing Date for receipt of proposals is 2:00 p.m. Monday, April 1st, 2019.

LIVING SKY SCHOOL DIVISION NO. 202

19035PM0 
19035PM1

Cal’s Custom Board Cleaning, winners of the Draft Hockey Tournament 
March 23.

Season winding down for archers

Caleb Turgeon shoots at a 10m target.  Targets are 
spaced at 10, 15 and 18 meters.  Participants move up 
the JOP ladder by posting scores at certain levels, earn-
ing badges from “Yeoman” to “Olympian”.
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Op-ed: The right questions
By Ryan Meili

Leader, Sask. NDP
Changes in growing seasons 

and moisture levels, extreme 
weather, floods and wildfires: 
the economic and human 
costs of climate change are al-
ready hurting Saskatchewan 
and will only get worse. 

When dealing with an issue 
of this magnitude, all options 
need to be on the table, which 
means all of the players need 
to be at the table.  But in Can-
ada today, one topic is tak-
ing up all of the oxygen – if 
not necessarily any carbon 
dioxide – and that’s an over-
simplified debate on one ap-
proach: carbon tax.

When it comes to lowering 
emissions, Prime Minister 
Trudeau and Premier Moe 
have us asking the wrong 
question, reducing climate 
change to a simple yes or no. If 
you don’t support the federal 
carbon tax, you must be a cli-
mate change denier. If you’re 
open to market measures like 
a price on carbon, you’re ac-
cused of being against the 
economy and the West. 

We know it’s not that sim-
ple. Trudeau’s plan is one op-
tion among many. And Moe’s 
own carbon tax on heavy 
emitters, introduced last fall, 
shows that even the loudest 
objectors see a role for pric-
ing pollution. The most im-
portant issue facing human-

ity today has been reduced to 
a political football.

The question we should be 
asking is how Saskatchewan 
can create the conditions for 
a strong, diversified economy 
while making the transition 
to clean energy. We need a 
plan to lower emissions, keep 
Saskatchewan people work-
ing, and protect families from 
increased costs. That means 
a plan that recognizes how 
farmers and ranchers con-
tribute to carbon sequestra-
tion. It means better regula-
tion of our biggest sources 
of pollution. It also means 
building the broad public 
support to actually get the job 
done.

The federal carbon tax fails 
the test, most of all in how it’s 
applied uniformly across the 
entire economy, hitting ordi-
nary people who have little 
choice whether to drive or 
how to heat their homes. It’s 
particularly unfair to rural 
and Northern families who 
have to travel long distances 
with no other transportation 
options. And it’s unfair be-
cause, if we’re putting a price 
on pollution, it’s the largest 
polluters who should pay the 
most.

And Saskatchewan people 
have spoken: they don’t like 
the federal plan, but they 
do want action on climate 
change. In a recent Abacus 

survey, only 32 per cent of 
Saskatchewan respondents 
selected carbon pricing as 
their preferred option. In the 
same poll, 63 per cent of Sas-
katchewan people rank action 
on climate change as a high or 
moderate priority, and 83 per 
cent supported a transition to 
a low-carbon economy. 

So how do we reconcile these 
seeming polar opposites? By 
rejecting all-or-nothing po-
litical games and choosing a 
Saskatchewan solution. Inac-
tion is not an option: we have 
a moral duty to act wisely and 
act now. With our incredible 
opportunities in alternative 
energy, Saskatchewan can 
proudly lead the way.

Unfortunately, the Sask. 
Party’s record shows they 
don’t take climate change se-
riously. In 2009, they prom-
ised to reduce emissions by 
20 per cent by 2020. Instead 
they’ve allowed them to climb 
by over 10 per cent. After a 
decade of inaction, their lat-
est promise would decrease 
emissions by only 12 million 
tonnes per year by 2030, less 
than half of the 28 million 
tonnes Saskatchewan has 
committed to. And that’s if 
the Sask. Party actually fol-
lows through. 

What’s more, Moe hasn’t 
even tried to negotiate an 
equivalency agreement, leav-
ing us with 

the federal carbon tax to be 
imposed this April 1. The 
province has launched a court 
challenge that is expected 
to go to the Supreme Court, 
which could take five years 
or more. We’ll learn some-
thing about federal and pro-
vincial jurisdiction when it’s 
resolved, but we can’t let the 
courts delay us taking action. 

We can’t afford five years 
of Trudeau’s tax. And we cer-
tainly can’t afford five more 
years of Moe’s inaction. 

The time to act is now. 
A New Democratic govern-

ment will work with the pub-
lic, leaders in agriculture, 
industry and public policy 
to balance economy and en-
vironment, allowing us to 
lead on addressing climate 
change while stimulating the 
economy and keeping life 
affordable, all without in-
troducing an economy-wide 
carbon tax. A cornerstone of 

this plan will be Renew Sas-
katchewan, helping families, 
farmers, businesses and com-
munities make the transition 
to renewable energy while 
lowering power bills and 
employing thousands of Sas-
katchewan workers in secure, 
well-paying jobs. This will be 
accompanied by the regula-
tion of pollutants like meth-
ane, replacement of coal-fired 
power stations, investments 
in public transportation and 
energy conservation, and in-
centive programs that make 
low-emission choices easier 
and more affordable. 

All of this is possible. It 
starts with asking the right 
questions and having the 
tough conversations, not 
punting the crucial issue of 
our time years down the road. 
With vision and courage, we 
can strengthen our economy 
and lead the way on address-
ing climate change.

TAX ENFORCEMENT LIST
Town of Spiritwood

PROVINCE OF SASKATCHEWAN
Notice is hereby given under �e Tax Enforcement Act that unless the arrears and costs appearing 
opposite the land and title number described in the following list are fully paid before the 29th day of 
May, 2019 an interest based on a tax lien will be registered against the land.

Note: A sum for costs in an amount required by subsection 4(3) of �e Tax Enforcement Act is 
included in the amount shown against each parcel.

Dated this 28th day of March, 2019
Rhonda Saam
Treasurer

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY Total 
Arrears

Costs 
Advertising

Total 
Arrears 
& CostsPart of 

Lot Lot Blk Plan Title No.

Part of 
Section Sec Twp Range

2
13

3
6
2

12
7
4

9, 10

7
15

2
4&5

6
7

30
7

14
17, 18, 30

15

19
10
34
25
14

2
1

20
16

5
14
34
22

22
22
21
13
11

3

9

60B07120
AP518
78B14408
68B07394
BK4385
AP518
CA5071
60B07120
BK4385

AP518
BK4385
78B14408
65B01484

65B01484
65B01484
61B02055
BK4385
CA5071
AP518

AP518

139090653
147327138
132245849
144832743
142718036
138828651
148442519
143845319
146934007
145244640
146776089
136620323
119485176
109908041
109907983
109169073
109169084
131788345
150426402
150087977
137716443
137716454
137716476
143576860

1,320.24
1,991.85
1,777.51
3,147.86
1,538.96
3,313.76

978.44
1,717.44
2,833.08

2,037.59
2,767.60
1,805.32
2,337.99

2,434.42
2,341.31
5,065.24
1,772.91
1,816.08
4,544.01

1,843.87

15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00

15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00

15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00

15.00

1,335.24
2,006.85
1,792.51
3,162.86
1,553.96
3,328.76

993.44
1,732.44
2,848.08

2,052.59
2,782.60
1,820.32
2,352.99

2,449.42
2,356.31
5,080.24
1,787.91
1,831.08
4,559.01

1,858.87

Place Your Ad Today!
One Ad! Two Papers (includes website)! 

Spiritwood Herald
Ph: 306.747.2442 • Fax: 306.747.3000

        Email: chads@sbchron.com

CLASSIFIEDS WORK!
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Budget 2019: Provincial government returns to balance
By Jordan Twiss

If the Saskatchewan Par-
ty government’s 2018-2019 
budget was a means to get the 
province “back on the right 
track,” the 2019-2020 budget 
is proof that its predecessor 
lived up to the tagline.

At least, as far as the Sask. 
Party government is con-
cerned.

The budget, tabled by Fi-
nance Minister Donna Har-
pauer in Regina last Wednes-
day, predicts a $34 million 
surplus – which will climb 
to $82 million by the 2022-
2023 fiscal year – and de-
livers on the Sask. Party’s 
promise to return the prov-
ince’s finances to the black.

The surplus budget also 
includes record levels of 
spending on mental health, 
as well as increased spend-
ing on healthcare, education 
and other key portfolios, 
and does so without any tax 
increases – like last year’s 
unpopular decision to raise 
the PST to 6 per cent, and ex-
pand the goods and services 
it’s applied to.

It’s no small wonder, then, 
that the Sask. Party chose 
“the right balance” as the ta-
gline for this year’s budget. 

“This year’s budget pro-
vides the right balance by in-
creasing support for mental 
health and vulnerable fami-
lies,” Harpauer said when she 
tabled the budget.

“It increases funding to 
classrooms and it improves 
highway safety.”

As has been the case with 
the Sask. Party government’s 
three previous budgets, the 
budget’s projections are 
predicated upon conserva-
tive outlooks that the price 
for West Texas Intermediate 
will remain around $59.75 
per barrel, potash will go 
for $221 per KCI tonne, and 
the Loonie will continue to 

f ly low in comparison to the 
American greenback at 77.19 
cents.

The province’s projected 
$15.03 billion in revenues, 
meanwhile, will come pri-
marily from taxation ($7.59 
billion), non-renewable re-
sources ($1.83 billion), gov-
ernment businesses ($1.08 
billion), other “own-source” 
revenue ($2.06 billion), and 
federal government transfers 
($2.47 billion).

In the expenses column, in-
creased spending on health-
care ($5.89 billion, up from 
$5.77 billion) takes up the 
lion’s share of the projected 
$14.99 billion in expendi-
tures, followed by education 
($3.28 billion up from $3.26 
billion), and social services 
and assistance ($1.43 billion, 
up from $1.3 billion).

Taking a deep dive on 
healthcare, $3.6 billion will 
go to operate the Saskatch-
ewan Health Authority, a 
funding increase of $113 mil-
lion.

The 2019-20 health capital 
budget includes $12 million 
to begin construction of a 
new long-term care facility in 
Meadow Lake, with capacity 
increased from 55 to 72 beds, 
and, in non-capital spending, 
families with children under 
the age of six with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder will now 
receive $6,000 annually in 
individualized funding, up 
from $4,000.

The healthcare budget also 
includes $20.6 million for 
the Connected Care strategy, 
which aims to keep people 
safely in their homes for as 
long as possible, and $1.1 
million for the Alzheimer So-
ciety to help those newly di-
agnosed with dementia.

Elsewhere, the province is 
also shelling out $402 mil-
lion for mental health and 
addictions, an increase of 

nearly $30 million over last 
year. Part of that increase 
($13.7 million) will go to the 
Saskatchewan Hospital in 
North Battleford, to help it 
address and improve mental 
health and addictions ser-
vices.

Another $8.4 million, 
meanwhile, will create 75 
new residential support beds 
for individuals with “inten-
sive mental health needs” 
who are transitioning back 
to their communities, 50 pre- 
and post-addiction beds, and 
other localized initiatives.

The mental health budget 
also includes $1.6 million 
for Rapid Access to Addic-
tion Medicine clinics in Re-
gina, Saskatoon, and Prince 
Albert, which will aim to re-
duce emergency department 
visits, reduce wait times, and 
improve patient outcomes.

“A ray of hope within this 
budget is some of the dollars 
dedicated towards mental 
health services. This is an 
area we’ve really advocated 
on, along with Saskatchewan 
people,” said NDP Finance 
Critic Trent Wotherspoon.

“Far too many people are 
suffering in silence and dark-
ness, without the supports 
that they so desperately 
need, and there’s a real cost 
to that,” he added, noting, 
however, that the budgeted 
initiatives are only a “first 
step”.

In education spending, $1.9 
billion will go to school divi-
sions to cover their operating 
costs, while the province will 
spend $72.6 million to pro-
vide 16,745 childcare spaces. 
The budget also includes 
a slight increase in library 
funding (up to $11.2 million),  
as well as for the Early Child-
hood Intervention Program 
(up to $4.3 million).

On the education front, 
Wotherspoon says the Sask. 

Party failed to deliver “the 
right balance”.

“The budget really failed to 
invest in classrooms – class-
rooms that have been without 
the supports they need for far 
too long,” he said, noting that 
the increased spending fails 
to make up for the spending 
cuts in the 2018-2019 budget.

“We are really disappointed 
with the failure to step up and 
invest our future. We believe 
that holds back our province. 
When you short-change the 
education of the next genera-
tion, that shows up in nega-
tive ways going forward.”

In social services spending, 
the province’s income assis-
tance budget is growing by 
$10 million, including a $6.3 
million boost for Saskatch-
ewan Assured Income for 
Disability (SAID) program. 
SAID’s income exemptions 
will also be increased and 
simplified.

Starting this summer, in-
dividuals will be able to 
earn up to $6,000 (up from 
$3,900), couples will be able 
to earn up to $7,200 (up from 
$5,100), and families can 
bring in $8,500 (up from 
$2,400).

The social services budget 

also includes a $27.7 mil-
lion increase in spending to 
help at-risk youth, and an 
increase of $6.6 million for 
supports for individuals with 
intellectual disabilities. 

But, criticizing the Sask. 
Party government for “slam-
ming the breaks” on a slow-
ing economy with its expan-
sion of the PST, Wotherspoon 
says that decision is being 
felt by families across the 
province.

“Households were hit hard. 
The average household is now 
incurring costs of more than 
$800 more than they were 
four years ago, on the PST 
alone,” he said. “That’s a hard 
hit on families, and those are 
dollars that have been pulled 
out of the economy.”

In other assorted budget 
highlights, the Sask. Party 
government is introducing 
a $3,000 tax credit for vol-
unteer firefighters who have 
volunteered more than 200 
hours, spending $13 million 
to improve intersection safe-
ty, and eliminating a provin-
cial tax credit for potash.

For more on what this year’s 
provincial budget might con-
tain for you, visit saskatch-
ewan.ca/budget

Leoville Health Care Auxiliary news
Like everyone else reading this 

article I’m sure, we can say “Yay for 
spring!”  We’ve been busy with a cou-
ple functions since our last article to 
this newspaper.

First, we want to express how grate-
ful we are to Marilyn Morley who ca-
pably organized the Remembrance 
Day Service at the Evergreen Centre 
on Nov. 11.  It was attended by the 
residents, staff and some members 
of the auxiliary as well as visitors.  
Some of which would not have had 
the opportunity to attend a service 
anywhere else.  Marilyn, in turn, was 

very happy to have volunteers: Linda 
McDaid, Anne Marie Laventure, Kay 
Smith and Lea Pattison help with the 
readings and Sheila Laventure’s help 
with music.

Second: On March 15, our bak-
ing tables were full and the air was 
buzzing with socializing as we held 
our annual St. Patrick’s Day Bake 
Sale fund raiser in the Golden Ring 
Centre in Leoville.  Support from the 
community and surrounding area 
made this a huge success.  Everyone 
enjoyed lunch while checking out 
and purchasing their favourite bak-

ing and buying tickets for various 
items.  

The winners were:
50/50 draw of $45.00 was won by 

Raymond Laventure
Door Prize of $10.00:  Carol 

Gaumond  (she proceeded to donate 
it back)

Pie Raff le:  Carol Gaumond; Leon 
Lavoie; Marlene Soucy and Marilyn 
Morley

Food Hampers:  Andy Chalifour; 
Irene Halko and Don Christopherson

Two other baking items were won 
by:  Laurent Laventure and Donna 

Bruneau.
We appreciate all of the donations 

and support that you, people from 
Leoville and area, give to the Health 
Care Auxiliary!  In turn, we can pur-
chase much needed items to aid the 
residents and staff at the Evergreen 
Centre and we can offer bursaries for 
graduating students from Leoville 
Central school who are continuing 
their education in a medical field.

Our next function will be our year-
ly Strawberry Tea held in the Ever-
green Centre in May.  

Stay well everyone!

Place your Classified Today!
1st week 20 words $16.00 

Extra words 20¢ each
2nd week $8.00

Plus GST
Phone: 306-747-2442

Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: chads@sbchron.com
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Jays won’t strike fear into A.L. opponents
The clocks have 

sprung ahead, the NHL 
playoffs won’t begin for 
another three weeks 
or so, but it’s baseball 
season, so buy me some 
peanuts and Cracker 
Jack and take me out to 
the ballgame.

Major League Base-
ball has its earliest 
start ever, with the 162-
game regular season 
kicking off March 28, 
not counting two games 
in Japan March 20-21 
featuring Oakland and 
Seattle.

Canadians, of course, 
get excited about the 
Toronto Blue Jays, who 
are starting the season 
with a new manager, 
Charlie Montoyo, who 
replaces John Gib-
bons. Montoyo could 
use some new pitchers, 
too, but the Jays didn’t 
do much in the off-
season to address their 
mound situation. Mar-
cus Stroman is hoping 
to rebound from a 4-9 
injury-riddled 2018, 
and he’ll pitch opening 
day against the visit-
ing Detroit Tigers. Af-
ter him, the Jays staff 
is suspect. J. A. Happ 
(10-6) was the only To-
ronto pitcher to reach 
double figures in wins 
last year, but he’s wear-
ing pinstripes in New 
York this year after a 
late-July trade last sea-
son. Free agent signee 
Matt Shoemaker, 40-32 
in six seasons with the 
Angels, is slated to be 
the Jays’ second-game 
starter. The rotation of 
Stroman, Shoemaker, 

injury prone Aaron 
Sanchez and perhaps 
Ryan Borucki won’t in-
still fear in opponents. 
Jays fans, however, will 
have lots to cheer for 
as soon as the can’t-
miss kid (he’d better 
not miss) Vladimir 
Guerrero, Jr., joins the 
big-league club in late 
April. Fellow phenom 
Bo Bichette may also 
rise from the minors 
after a terrific spring at 
the plate.

Around the Big 
Leagues, eyes will 
be focused on Phila-
delphia, where Bryce 
Harper joined the Phil-
lies with a $330 mil-
lion 13-year contract, 
and San Diego, where 
Manny Machado signed 
with the Padres for 
$300 million over 10 
years.

The Yankees, who 
belted a record 267 
home runs last year, 
could exceed that mark 
this year, and prob-
ably win the A.L. East 
over defending Series 
champion Boston Red 
Sox. The Sox will likely 
be without closer Craig 
Kimbrel (who as a free 
agent still hadn’t found 
a new home as of press 
time). Houston Astros, 
led by the diminutive 
Jose Altuve, are still 
going to be powerful, 
and the Dodgers will 
once again contend in 
the National League, 
proving once again that 
money not only talks, 
it wins. Mike Trout of 
the Angels remains the 
game’s best player and 

fans in Atlanta will be 
anticipating more hero-
ics from Ronald Acuna, 
Jr., last year’s rookie of 
the year.

The beer will be cold, 
the hot dogs reasonably 
warm and the popcorn 
salty, and games will 
drag on despite ef-
forts by Commissioner 
Rob Manfred to speed 
things up. But to base-
ball fans, it won’t mat-
ter. Baseball’s back and 
for real fans, it’s always 
a hit.

•  Dwight Perry of the 
Seattle Times: “Japa-
nese startup Vaak 
claims it has developed 
artif icial-intelligence 
software that identi-
fies shoplifters — based 
on their body language 
— before they actually 
steal. Mariners oppo-
nents plan to test it out 
on Dee Gordon this 
season.”

•  Brad Rock of Salt 
Lake City’s Deseret 
News, on the man who 
is suing the AAF be-
cause he says it was his 
idea: “Considering the 
history of other start-
up football leagues, he 

may want to keep a low 
profile on that.”

•  Dwight Perry again: 
“Best bet to score a 
bloated NFL contract 
this fall? Ex-LSU cor-
nerback Greedy Wil-
liams.”

•  Remembering the 
late, great sportswrit-
er Dan Jenkins, on 
the Winter Olympics 
(without the expletive): 
“Cross-country skiing’s 
not a sport, it’s how a 
(…) Swede goes to the 
7-Eleven.”

•  Texas buddy Jim 
Mackey, posting a Face-
book photo of a man 
with a ‘O-for-4’ licence 
plate on his truck: “I 
asked this guy if it stood 
for failed marriages. 
He said worse... he is a 
Buffalo Bills fan!”

•  Brad Rock again: 

“ESPN’s Jessica Men-
doza has been hired by 
the New York Mets as 
an operations adviser. 
She will be allowed to 
keep both positions, 
despite an apparent 
conflict of interest. In 
response, the Yankees 
allegedly are looking to 
hire umpire Chad Fair-
child as the team’s hit-
ting instructor.”

•  Comedy writer Alex 
Kaseberg: “Lori Lough-
lin and her husband, 
Mossimo Giannulli, 
paid $500,000 to have 
their two daughters ad-
mitted to USC as row-
ers. And now they’re all 
up a certain proverbial 
creek without a pad-
dle.”

•  RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “Struggling 
tennis star Eugenie 

Bouchard’s Twitter date 
from losing an ill-con-
sidered Super Bowl 
bet is reportedly being 
made into a rom-com. 
Possible titles include I 
Dream of Genie, Back-
hand to the Future and 
Blunder Woman.”

•  Currie again, with 
a bit of a stinker: “The 
Toronto Argonauts 
signed defensive tackle 
Cory “Poop” Johnson. 
Might be the first CFL 
lineman to wear No. 2.”

•  Perry again: “Q: 
How do MLB apologists 
try to spin it when a 
player vanishes for half 
a season because of a 
marijuana suspension? 
A: Tommy Chong sur-
gery.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

SPORTSSPORTS

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

19035JJ0

Hon. Scott Moe, Premier
MLA for Rosthern-Shellbrook
scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

Hon. Jeremy Harrison
MLA for Meadow Lake

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

The right balance between keeping your taxes low 
and providing quality services for our children, 
families, and seniors.

The right balance between important investments 
in both urban and rural Saskatchewan.

The right balance for building our economy and 
creating jobs.

Learn more at saskatchewan.ca/budget



By Jordan Twiss
If Saskatchewan residents 

were left wondering what 
measures contained within 
the Liberal Federal govern-
ment’s 2018 budget would 
make their lives easier and 
more affordable, they’ll 
likely be asking the same 
question of the 2019-2020 
budget.

Tabled by federal Finance 
Minister Bill Morneau in 
Ottawa last Tuesday, the 
Liberal government’s 464-
page pre-election fiscal road 
map contains far more ref-
erences to the province than 
the paltry five that appeared 
in last year’s budget. 

However, most of these 
mentions are in relation to 
the unpopular federal car-
bon tax and the Climate 
Action Incentive, both of 
which are old Liberal prom-
ises that came into effect 
this year.

Other than that, most of 
the remainder of the Liber-
als’ mentions of Saskatch-
ewan have to do with the 
2019 budget’s promised In-
digenous Services spending 
of $3.25 billion to improve 
water quality, child welfare, 
education, and other ser-
vices on First Nations and 
in Indigenous communities.

Elsewhere, some Sas-
katchewan municipalities 
will likely benefit from the 
Liberal government’s one-
time doubling of Gas Tax 
cash – a $2.2 billion prom-
ise that will help cities and 
towns fund infrastructure 
projects.

Similarly, Saskatchewan’s 
dairy, egg, and poultry pro-
ducers could see some bene-
fit from an up to $3.9 billion 
expenditure, which is aimed 
at offsetting the impact of 
recently signed trade deals, 
including the renegotiated 
NAFTA deal (now called the 
United States-Mexico-Can-
ada Agreement).

Of that $3.9 billion, $2.4 
billion will take the form of 
income supports for pro-
ducers, while the remain-
ing $1.5 billion will go into 
a Quota Value Guarantee 
Program, which will protect 
producers against reduc-
tions in quota value due to 
trade.

In other agriculture-tar-
geted spending, the federal 
government will shell out 
$134.4 million for an as yet 
undefined “national food 
policy,” as well as $100 mil-
lion for the processing sec-
tor. Another $1 million will 
go to Western Economic 

Diversification to “develop a 
new strategy to sustainably 
manage water and land in 
the Prairies.”

Rounding out the spend-
ing and initiatives, the feds 
will also look at ways to 
extend the farm fuel ex-
emption to fuel bought at 
cardlocks, and spend $1.7 
billion over 13 years to de-
liver high-speed internet to 
all Canadians by 2030.

Looking more broadly at 
the budget, which is titled 
“Investing in the Middle 
Class,” the Liberal govern-
ment is promising a whop-
ping $22.8 billion worth of 
new spending, and project-
ing a deficit of $19.8 billion 
for the 2019-2020 fiscal 
year. 

Based on the govern-
ment’s current projection, 
the deficit will drop slightly 
to $19.7 billion in 2020-
2021, before gradually de-
clining to $9.8 billion in the 
2023-2024 fiscal year. 

Despite these large defi-
cits, and the fact that a bal-
anced budget (once prom-
ised by the feds for this year) 
is nowhere in sight, the 
budget projects that the fed-
eral debt to GDP ratio will 
decline from 30.8 per cent 
this year to 28.6 per cent in 

2023-24, giving Canada one 
of the lowest levels among 
leading industrialized na-
tions.

So what’s responsible for 
this year’s big deficit?

Targeting younger Cana-
dians, especially those look-
ing to join Canada’s home-
owning class, the feds are 
promising to spend $1.25 
billion over three years, 
starting this year, for a 
First-time Home Buyer In-
centive.

Managed by the Canada 
Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation, the incentive 
would see the federal hous-
ing agency share the cost of 
a mortgage with first-time 
homebuyers, by putting up 
10 per cent of the value of a 
newly constructed home, or 
five per cent of an existing 
home, and sharing in the 
homeowner’s equity.

Though many of the pro-
gram’s finer details need to 
be fleshed out, the program 
would essentially function 
as an interest-free loan, 
which would have to be paid 
back once the mortgage of 
the home is paid off, or the 
home is sold.

Still, the feds contend that 
up to 100,000 first-time 
homebuyers will be eligible 
for the incentive, and that 
it could reduce monthly 
mortgage payments by up to 
$228.

In other housing-related 
measures, the feds will also 
increase the limit on the 
Home Buyers’ Plan, allow-

ing first-time homebuyers 
to withdraw $35,000 from 
their RRSPs – or $70,000 
for a couple – to purchase 
a home. The current limit is 
$25,000.

Looking at the supply 
side, the feds will spend $10 
billion over nine years on 
a program, first launched 
in 2017, that provides low-
interest loans for the con-
struction of new rental 
housing for low to middle 
income Canadians.

Citing Canadians’ grow-
ing concerns of job instabil-
ity, the federal government 
is introducing $586.5 mil-
lion in new Employment In-
surance benefits to pay for 
training and cover up to four 
weeks of lost income when a 
person takes a leave from 
their job to take a course. 

The budget also includes 
a credit of up to $250 per 
year – or $5,000 maximum 
– that can be used to pay up 
to half the cost of a course or 
training programs.

For students, meanwhile, 
the budget reduces the in-
terest rate on Canada Stu-
dent Loans and Canada 
Apprentice Loans by 2 per 
cent, and adds a six-month 
grace period after gradua-
tion before interest begins 
to accrue.  

It also expands a work 
placement program, and 
will create 40,000 work 
placements for students 
within five years.

Continuing the federal 
government’s baby steps to-

wards the implementation 
of a national pharmacare 
plan, Mr. Morneau said in 
his budget speech that the 
government  will work with 
the provinces and territo-
ries to create a Canadian 
Drug Agency.

The organization, Mr. 
Morneau said, will leverage 
bulk buying power to reduce 
pharmaceutical costs for 
Canadians by as much as $3 
billion per year over the long 
term.

Elsewhere, the final major 
pillar of the Liberals’ 2019 
budget, targeted at seniors, 
includes changes to exemp-
tions under the Guaranteed 
Income Supplement. 

Beginning in July of the 
2020-2021 fiscal year, se-
niors will be able to earn 
up to $5,000 before their 
benefits are clawed back – 
the current limit is $3,500. 
Additionally, a partial ex-
emption of 50 per cent will 
be applied  to up to $10,000 
of income beyond the new 
$5,000 limit.

Lastly, to ensure that se-
niors don’t miss out on their 
pensions, the budget prom-
ises to proactively enrol 
Canada Pension Plan earn-
ers who are 70 years old 
or older in 2020, but who 
haven’t yet applied to re-
ceive their retirement pen-
sion. 

Seniors wishing not to be 
enrolled will also be given 
up to a year to opt-out, up 
from the current timeline of 
six months.
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Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Summer Worship 11:00 a.m. 

Rev. Nora Borgeson
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

PENTECOSTAL
Glaslyn

 Pre-service Prayer 
Sunday, 10:30 am

Sunday Service 11:00 am
 Kids Club Tuesday 

3:30 pm - 5 pm
Wednesday Prayer 

7 pm - 8 pm
Pastor Ruth Phillips

-----------------------
CATHOLIC

SUNDAY
Spiritwood - 11:15 a.m.

Leoville - 9:30 a.m.
Chitek Lake - Closed for 

the Season
SATURDAY

Medstead - 6 p.m.
Shell Lake - Closed for 

the Season 
Father Peter Nnanga MSP 

-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake - Sun. 10 am 
(Worship in Lutheran - 

United Church)
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407 - 2nd Ave .E, 

Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 am - 

Sabbath School
Sat., 11:00 am - Worship

Broadcast on 
VOAR 92.1 FM

Pastor Dan Guiboche
306-930-3377

-----------------------
MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 11:00 am

Pastor Celeste Wright

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 1st Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
3rd Sunday - 10 pm 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------
EVANGELICAL FREE

Mont Nebo
 Wed., 7:30 pm -

Bible Study & Prayer
  Sun., 10:30 am - Worship  
 Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY  CHURCH
Spiritwood

Sun., 11 am - Worship 
Service & Sunday School

Pastor Gerry Zak
-----------------------

BELBUTTE FULL 
GOSPEL

   11 am  Worship Service
  1st Sun., 7:30 pm 

- Hymn Sing
Pastor Floyd Berg
-----------------------

COWBOY  CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

PRAISE & WORSHIP

Community Calendar~
SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 9:00 am - 4:30 pm, Wednesday 9:30 
am - 4:30 pm & Friday 9:00 am - 4:30 pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm; Thurs. 10 am - 3 pm 
(Storytime from 10:30 am to 11:30 am) 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tues. 12:30 pm - 4:30 pm; Wed. 1 pm - 4 pm.
SPIRITWOOD: Pasta Supper & Auction, Sunday, March 31st By Sacred Heart Parish at 
Spiritwood Civic Center. Doors open and cocktails at 4 pm; Supper at 5 pm; Live & Silent 
Auction to follow. Advance tickets available for purchase until March 22 at Rivier Elemen-
tary School & Martodam’s Family Retail. Adult - $12; Kids - $8; 5 & Under - Free. Tickets 
available at the door: Adults - $14; Kids - $10.

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar FREE 

for two weeks prior to the event with the purchase of a 2 column x 2” Display ad for only:
$49.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%

Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only
Call Now For Further Details

“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • email: chads@sbchron.com

Federal budget positions Liberals for upcoming election
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An apple a day… Part 2
By Sara Williams

Hundreds of edible apples 
have been grown in prairie 
Canada, ranging from small 
crab apples to full-sized. Be-
low are old and new variet-
ies, but the list is by no means 
complete. Before making your 
own selections, decide what 
you want to use them for and 
try tasting some at farmers’ 
markets or nearby orchards.

Apple crabs, crosses of eat-
ing apples and crab apples, are 
intermediate in size, ripening 
in late August. They are usu-
ally used for processing into 
juice, sauce, jelly, cider or for 
pies. 

‘Dolgo’ (1917) has purple-
red fruit a little over one inch 
and is used mainly for jelly. It 
doesn’t store well.

‘Kerr’ (1952) has intensely 
flavoured, deep red fruit of 1.5 
inches, often used for jelly and 
cider. 

‘Rescue’ (1933) (1.5 inch-
es)has yellow-green skin, 
blushed red and can be eaten 
fresh, canned or juiced. 

Summer apples ripen from 
late August to early Septem-
ber with small to medium 
fruit having a short storage 
life. Hardier than later ripen-
ing apples, they’re good for 
fresh eating and processing.

‘Norland’ (1979) has yellow-
green fruit (2.5 inches) with 
red striping. It’s good for fresh 
eating and cooking and keeps 
about 2 months when refriger-
ated. 

‘Prairie Sun’ (1997) (3 inch-
es) has yellow skin often with 
a light red blush. It’s good for 
fresh eating with flesh that 

does not oxidize and turn 
brown when cut. No need for 
peeling when used for pies.

‘TreasuRed’ (2014), the only 
cold-hardy columnar apple 
available, has upright branch-
es and takes up less space, 
making it ideal for smaller 
lots. Its general-purpose 
fruit(3 inches)has bright red 
skin and the flavour of ‘Ma-
cIntosh.’ 

Early fall apples ripen in 
September. They’re often 
firmer than summer apples 
and have a longer shelf life. 
Their fruit quality is better 
than that of summer apples.

‘Fall Red’ (1986) is 3 inches 
with yellow-green skin with 
a dull red blush. It’s a good 
general- purpose apple that 
ripens in late September and 
stores well.

‘Goodland’ (1955) has large 
(3 inches) round, sweet fruit 
and can be stored for up to 20 
weeks. Winter dieback can oc-
cur in zone 2.

‘Norkent’ (1974) has 3 inch 
red fruit, blending to yellow 
if shaded. It has the best fla-
vour if picked when fully ripe 
in mid to late September. It’s 
good for fresh eating, excellent 
for apple juice and cider and 

stores for up to 14 weeks. 
‘September Ruby’ (1986) is 

dark red (2.5 inches), good for 
juice and fresh eating with a 
shelf life of 16 weeks. 

Fall apples ripen in October 
and have the longest shelf life 
and best quality fruit of the 
cold-hardy apples.

‘Frostbite’ (2008), alias 
‘Minnesota 447’, has small 
(2.5 inches), tangy, very sweet 
and juicy fruit used for cider 
and keeping up to 10 months. 
It needs even watering to pre-
vent splitting.

‘Haralson’ (1923) is one of 
the oldest apples still avail-

able. It’s very firm, red brown, 
3 inches and a good keeper 
that improves in flavour dur-
ing storage. It sometimes ex-
periences winter dieback in 
zone 2. It’s good for fresh eat-
ing, juice and pies.

‘Honeycrisp’ (1991) has great 
tasting, large(3-4 inches) fruit 
that is crisp and juicy and has 
one of the longest shelf lives 
(six months) of our apples. 
Eat it fresh or in jelly, pies or 
applesauce. The skin is red 
with some yellow. Place it in 
a protected location as it has 
shown winter dieback in Sas-
katchewan.

‘Prairie Sensation’ (2006) 
has large (3 inch), aromatic, 
white and green fruit good for 
fresh eating and cooking. It 
comes into production a year 
earlier than other varieties.

Coming soon: ‘Festive Treat’, 
‘Autumn Delight’ and ‘Misty 
Rose.’

Sara Williams is the author 
of many books including Gar-
dening Naturally, Best Trees 
and Shrubs, and Best Ground-
covers and Vines with Hugh 
Skinner, Creating the Prairie 
Xeriscape, and with Bob Bors, 
Growing Fruit in Northern 
Gardens. She gives workshops 
on a wide range of gardening 
topics throughout the prairies.

This column is provided 
courtesy of the Saskatchewan 
Perennial Society (SPS; sask-
perennial@hot mail.com). 
Check our website (www.
saskperennial.ca) or Face-
book page (www.facebook.
com/saskperennial) for a 
list of upcoming gardening 
events.

‘Prairie Sun’ is good for fresh eating. Its flesh does not turn brown when cut and there is no 
need for peeling when used for pies. Image credit: Bylands

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded
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•  Residential
•  Commercial

•  Custom Design for 
home, office or business

• Excellent finishing
Russell Isaac

Office 306-883-3095
Cell 306-883-7559

Spiritwood

Vantage
Cabinetry ltd

CABINETRY CONSTRUCTION
 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

LAWYER

Shelley Cannon, in person,
Wednesdays by appointment

124 1st St. E., Spiritwood
Rear Building Entrance

306-922-4700
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash Chovin McCullagh

PLUMBING

Jake’s 
    Plumbing & Heating

Furnaces, boilers, water heaters & 
softeners, garage unit heaters, air 

conditioners, reverse osmosis systems, 
fire places, gas fitting and more 

Red Seal Interprovincial 
Journeyman Plumber

Licensed General Gas�tter
Guaranteed workmanship

306-280-0743

ake’s 
   

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
Madeleine
747-2442

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

Each O�ce is 
Independently 

Owned and 
Operated

306.883.7449

Heather Sarrazin, REALTOR®

Licensed to trade in residential, agricultural, and 
commercial real estate.

LAKE COUNTRY’S LOCAL REALTOR®

REAL ESTATE
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Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 5 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in good 
faith. We advise that it is in your interest to 
investigate offers personally. Publications by this 
paper should not be taken as an endorsement of  
the product or services offered.

SWNA Blanket Classifieds
Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 

Cost for 25 words:
Saskatchewan market ..............$209.00
   One Zone  ............................$86.00
   Two Zone ..........................$123.00
Alberta market .......................$269.00
Manitoba market ...................$189.00
BC market .............................$395.00
Ontario market ......................$439.00
   Western Ontario  .................$155.00   
   Central Ontario  ..................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario ..................$145.00
   Northern Ontario  ..................$90.00
Quebec market
   English ...............................$240.00
Atlantic market ......................$200.00
Across Canada  ..................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French)  ................$986.00

Spiritwood Herald
Reaching over 10,000 people weekly. 

Personal Classifieds: 
$16.00 for 20 words +  GST

20¢ additional words
$8.00 for additional weeks

Classified Display: 
$22.00/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches - $44.00 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 5:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$70.00 + $3.50 (GST) = $73.50/year

WEST COWAN API-
ARIES has for sale 
- Registered Black 
Angus Bulls by pri-
vate treaty. A pen of 
15, 2 year olds, are 
ready to work for 
you. Moderate birth 
weights. First Class, 
Upward, Chisum, 
Final Answer blood 
lines available. Con-
tact: Christopher at 
(306) 469-4970 or 
(306) 469-7902. 
 17-26CH

FOR SALE - Red or 
Black PB Registered 
Yearling Salers 
bulls. Phone 306-
747-3302. 8-16CH

WANTED - Shed 
deer, moose and 
elk antlers. Contact 
David Zdunich 306-
227-1337.  4-15CH

WANTED - Farm 
land for rent. Call 
Matt 306-469-7660 
or Mike 306-469-
7741.  4-14CH

WANTED - Equip-
ment operators and 
Class 1A drivers for 
seeding. Call Matt 
306-469-7660 or 
Mike 306-469-7741. 
 4-13CH

WANTED: Home 
for indoor cats. 
Two 3-year-old 
female cats need 
a new home. Both 
are spayed, one is 
declawed, and all 
shots are up to date. 
Very loving and 
affectionate. Would 
prefer to keep them 
together but will 
separate if neces-
sary. For more info 
call 306-747-9009. 
 TFCH

LAND FOR SALE 
- RM of Shellbrook 
NW ¼ 26-49-3-3, 
natural gas & power 
on property. Please 
call Marg at 306-747-
2792 or Tom at 306-
961-1838.  2-14CH

HELP WANTED - 
Full or part time 
position available 
at large farm op-
eration. Must know 
cattle and machin-
ery. Ph: Kelly Feige 
after 6 pm 306-747-
2376  TFCH

LOT FOR SALE

FOR SALE
Larger Residential Property

in Shellbrook

Property is lot 20, located on Sanjun 
Drive, Shellbrook. 104’ wide x 

133’ long with 59’ wide x 29’ long 
extension. All services available.

$27,500
Enquiries please call 

Clark Pepper at 306-747-3432 
or 306-747-7755 (cell) 

for more details.

WANTED

HELP WANTED

LIVESTOCK 
FOR SALE

SPIRIT OF THE NORTH BULL SALE
Sunday, April 7th - 1 PM 

Spiritwood Stockyards, 
Spiritwood, SK

Selling 65 Black Angus, 
Charolais and Simmental 

yearling and two-year old bulls. 
For more info or a catalogue 

contact: 
T Bar C Cattle Co. at
306-220-5006  

View the catalogue online at 
www.BuyAgro.com 

(PL#116061)

LAND FOR SALE

Don’t Miss Out on the Extras! 
Turn to the Classifieds to find: • Miscellaneous • Autos 

• Recreation vehicles • Farm Machinery • Seed/Feed • Homes 
• Land • For Rent • Help Wanted • Coming Events • Auctions

20 words for only $16.00 plus GST 
$8.00 for each additional week • Additional words 20¢ 

• Includes 2 papers & website

Spiritwood Herald
P: 306-747-2442 •  F: 306-747-3000 

E: chads@sbchron.com

Buying? Selling?
Try the Classifieds!

306-747-2442

I
N

M
E
M
O
R
Y

In 
Remembrances

may be put in 
the Herald for 

$24.00* 
(30 words) 

20¢ per 
additional word
Photo - $10.00

* 1 week includes website 

Spiritwood Herald
Ph: 306-747-2442     
Fax: 306-747-3000

Email: chads@sbchron.com

The Classifieds Have 
Everything You Are 

Looking For!
•  For Sale •  Wanted •  Miscellaneous 

•  Autos •  Recreation Vehicles 
•  Livestock •  Feed ‘n Seed •  Land 

•  Houses •  Pets •  And More!!
20 words for only 
$16.00 plus GST 

$8.00  for each additional week
•  Additional words 20¢ •  Includes 2 papers and website

Spiritwood Herald
306-747-2442                  email: chads@sbchron.com

Have You Heard?

Placing a Classified 

is as easy as 

1, 2, 3

1. Phone 306-747-2442

2. Fax: 306-747-3000

3. Email: chads@sbchron.com

Spiritwood Herald

Advertising 
Deadline is

Friday 5:00 p.m.
Classifieds Work!

306-747-2442
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BRIDGESPH: 306-445-3300
1-877-223-SAVE (7283)
www.bridgesgm.com   Dealer License #911462

WE WILL NOT BE 
UNDERSOLD 

ON PRICE

WE WILLWE WILL

* Guaranteed minimum $2,000 trade value

1.5% above cost
less all factory rebates
on all New 2018 & 2019 Chevrolet, Buick & GMC vehicles

   PLUS
Receive a $250
Discovery Co-op Gift Card with purchase
      OR
a $10 Discovery Co-op Gift Card just for a test drive!!

2019 GMC Terrain SLE

Stock# 19174  MSRP $38,265

CASH PRICE 
$34,903 

$100 weekly
+ taxes

84 months 
@ 1.99%

2019 GMC Sierra 1500 Double Cab 4x4

Stock# 19195  MSRP $45,895

CASH PRICE 
$37,491 

+ taxes


