
Shellbrook rink project reaches conclusion

After four years of upgrades, spearheaded by the Shellbrook Recreation Project Steering Committee, the Richardson Pioneer Recreation Cen-
tre is a new building both inside and out.

That’s a wrap.
After nearly four years of commit-

ment to transforming the Richardson 
Pioneer Recreation Centre into a mod-
ern arena, the Shellbrook Recreation 
Project Steering Committee has real-
ized its vision and is ready to step back 
and let the community take the helm.

The committee, consisting of Bruce 
Clements (Town Rep), Amund Otter-
son (Project Manager), Drew Ferster, 
Brent Miller (Chair, Town Rep), Tricia 
Bell, Jody Smart, Tasha Cyr (Trea-
surer), Cliff Skauge (RM of Shellbrook 
Observer), Shauna Tait, Chad Fisher, 
Cheryl Ledding, Kathleen Nording, 
Jay Ferster, and Scott Galloway, held 

its last meeting on March 24.
There, it outlined in painstaking de-

tail what it, and the community, man-
aged to accomplish by working in tan-
dem.

“I think it is a pretty incredible story 
of collaboration and community will 
to succeed,” said Brent Miller.

At the outset of the project in 2017, 
the committee was expecting its am-
bitious, three-phase project to cost 
$2,167,500. When all was said and 
done, however, the project cost just 
$1,891,752.01

Tasha Cyr says these cost savings of 
more than $275,000 are 100 per cent 
attributable to volunteers, who donat-

ed time or machinery to help the work 
at the rink get done.

While she’s almost certain she’s for-
getting a few hours or donations here 
or there, Cyr says volunteers contrib-
uted about 8,900 hours to the proj-
ect, giving their combined labour and 
contributions a total value of about 
$202,000.

“All the little stuff people just give 
without thinking twice about it. 
People were so willing to help, it was 
amazing,” Cyr said.

“And it didn’t dwindle. We started 
this project in 2017, with assessments 
and studies, and ended it with the so-
lar system going in this past fall. The 

volunteers helped throughout the en-
tire project.”

Looking at the financial side of 
the project, grants, including the 
$750,000 Federation of Canadian Mu-
nicipalities’ Municipalities for Climate 
Innovation Program grant, accounted 
for $1,060,407 of the overall revenue, 
while Hockey Day in Shellbrook deliv-
ered $427,062.

The Field of Dreams, meanwhile, 
accounted for nearly $294,000 of rev-
enue with its donations to both the 
skating and curling rinks, and direct 
donations to the Steering Committee 
totalled $62.678.

Continued on page 2
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The SARCS Community Online Auction was held 
over a course of five weeks. Each week held its own 
auction running Monday through Sunday with ap-
proximately 31 items for auction. In previous years, 
the event would have been held in person with a live 
and silent auction, a raffle, and a 50/50, but due to 
ongoing COVID-19 restrictions, this format would 
not have been possible this year. 

According to SARCS Events and Recreation Coor-
dinator, Kali Cross, Facebook helped to reach a wider 
audience and people joining in on bidding who would 
not have attended the live auction in previous years. 

“I am very pleased with the outcome of the auction 
and cannot thank our community enough for the 
support!” said Cross.

Despite the pandemic, community support was 
overwhelming. A total of 156 items were donated 
along with cash donations which is comparable to 
past years’ donations. Although this past year has 
been tough on many families and businesses, Cross 
said she found people were still very generous with 
their donation and support for SARCS. 

The majority of items went for value or higher, but 

there were a few items that went under value which 
might have done better in a live auction setting. The 
2019 live auction raised $68,390.00 while the 2021 
online auction raised $55,216.00 from auction sales 
and cash donations. The funds raised from the auc-
tion will go towards paying the facility’s mortgage.

Cross said there were perks to both online and in 
person formats for the auction and that community 

feedback following the 2021 auc-
tion was split. She says one day 
she would be having a conversa-
tion with someone who misses 
in-person auctions and said the 
online format was not for them. 
Another day she may have been 
having a conversation with some-
one who preferred the online for-
mat and hoped SARCS would con-
tinue with it. Feedback from both 
sides is something Cross said she 
will take into consideration going 
forward. 

“While the online format was 
terrific, I do look forward to the 
day we can have our community 
auction in-person,” said Cross. “I 
hope to find the right combination 
of the two so there is something 
offered for everyone.”
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Shellbrook rink project reaches conclusion
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With all these sources of revenue, and 
the overwhelming support from the com-
munity, the Steering Committee was able 
to finish the project with $53,000 left in 
its coffers — a significant improvement 
over estimates that as much as 5 per cent 
of the project’s balance would be left out-
standing.

Those leftover funds will be transferred 
to the town, which is taking over the reins 
at the rink, to be used for any future capi-
tal expenditures. 

To recap, phase one of the rink proj-
ect included the installation of a new ice 
plant and the purchase of a new ice resur-
facing machine, while phase two’s major 
upgrades were the ice surface, the boards 
and glass, and a low-emissivity ceiling.

Phase two also included a number of 
minor upgrades, including new exterior 
and interior doors, new insulation, up-

grades to the lobby and bathrooms, and 
an improved viewing area from the lobby. 
And, separate of the Steering Commit-
tee’s project, a local group undertook its 
own project to have 630 arena-style seats 
installed in the rink.

Last, but certainly not least, phase 
three of the rink improvement project 
was focused almost entirely on the instal-
lation of a solar panel array. That array 
includes three rows of south-facing solar 
panels with a total of 250 400w modules, 
for a total of 100kW, and will generate an 
estimated 120,000kW per year, or about 
$16,800 of electricity at 2020 prices. 

In addition to lowering the rink’s car-
bon footprint — a key piece of the Mu-
nicipalities for Climate Innovation Pro-
gram grant — the solar array will receive 
full retail value for electricity generated, 
through Saskatchewan’s Net Metering 
program.

Three rows of solar panels now stand on the property that was once Parkland 
Terrace. The panels marked the final stage of the renovations of the Richard-
son Pioneer Recreation Centre.

Town of Blaine Lake
Assessment Roll Notice

Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll for 
the Town of Blaine Lake for the year of 2021 has been 
prepared and is open to inspection in the office of 
the Assessor BY APPOINTMENT ONLY from 8:00 
a.m. to 12:00 noon and 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., Monday to 
Thursday, April 14th to June 14th, 2021.

Any person who wishes to appeal against his or her 
assessment is required to file his or her notice of 
appeal with: The Assessor, Town of Blaine Lake, Box 
10, Blaine Lake, SK S0J 0J0 by the 14th day of June, 
2021.

Dated this 14th day of April, 2021

Brenda Lockhart, Assessor

VILLAGE OF LEOVILLE
NOTICE OF PREPARATION 

OF ASSESSMENT ROLL
Notice is hereby given that the 2021 assessment roll for the Village 
of Leoville has been prepared and is open to inspection at the 
office of the Assessor from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. during normal business hours: Monday to Friday, April 9th, 
2021 to June 8th, 2021.

A bylaw pursuant to subsection 214 of The Municipalities Act 
has been passed and the assessment notices have been sent as 
required. 

Any person wishing to discuss the notice of assessment or 
potential appeal may contact the Assessor at 306-984-2140 
(Village of Leoville) or 1-800-667-5203 (SAMA).

Any person wishing to appeal an assessment is required to file a 
“Notice of Appeal to the Board of Revision”, by June 8th, 2021, with 
Aileen Swenson, Secretary to the Board of Revision, 31 Wilkie 
Rd., Regina, SK, S4S 5Y3, along with the applicable fee of $200.00, 
made payable to the Village of Leoville, which will be returned if 
the appeal is successful.

Dated at Leoville, Saskatchewan this 9th day of April, 2021.

Mona Chalifour
Assessor, Village of Leoville

Notice of Preparation of
Assessment Roll

Village of Medstead
Notice is hereby given that the Assessment Roll for 
the Village of Medstead for the year 2021 has been 
prepared and is open to inspection in the office of the 
assessor from 8:30 a.m. to noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. on the following days: Tuesday to Friday, April 
16 to June 17, 2021.

A bylaw pursuant to Section 214 of The Municipalities 
Act has been passed and the assessment notices have 
been sent as required.  

Any person who wishes to appeal against his or her 
assessment is required to file his or her notice of 
appeal with:  The Assessor, Village of Medstead, Box 
148, Medstead, SK, S0M 1W0 by the 17th of June, 2021.

An appeal fee of $100 per property must accompany 
the notice.

Dated this 15th day of April, 2021

Coleen Kitching, Assessor

VILLAGE OF SHELL LAKE

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF
ASSESSMENT ROLL

Pursuant to subsection 214 of The Municipalities Act, notice 
is hereby given that the Assessment Roll for the Village of 
Shell Lake for the year 2021 has been prepared and is open 
for inspection at the Office of the Administrator from 9:00 
a.m. to noon and 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. on the following days: 
Monday to Thursday, excluding statutory holidays.

Any person who wishes to appeal against his or her 
assessment is required to file his or her Notice of Appeal 
with the two Hundred ($200) dollar fee to:

The Assessor, Village of Shell Lake
Box 280, Shell Lake, SK  S0J 2G0

by the 15th day of June, 2021

Dated this 15th day of April, 2021   
Tara Bueckert
Assessor

SARCS bring in over $55,000 in Online Community Auction

Despite needing to change the format of the popular biannual Com-
munity Auction to online, SARCS received and overwhelming amount 
of donations and support from community members and businesses.



Flags are flying at half 
mast in the United King-
dom, Canada, and around 
the world, in recognition of 
the death of Prince Philip.

Prince Philip, the husband 
of Queen Elizabeth II for 
more than 73 years, and the 
longest serving consort in 
British history, passed away 
last Friday at the age of 99, 
just two months before his 
100th birthday.

“It is with deep sorrow 
that Her Majesty The Queen 
has announced the death of 
her beloved husband, His 
Royal Highness The Prince 
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh,” 
Buckingham Palace said in 
announcing Prince Philip’s 
passing. “His Royal High-
ness passed away peacefully 
this morning at Windsor 
Castle.”

Born into the Greek and 
Danish royal families, 
Prince Philip was educated 
in France, Germany, and the 
United Kingdom before join-
ing the Royal Navy in 1939 
at the age of 18. He would go 
on to serve with distinction 
in the Second World War, 
seeing action in the Mediter-
ranean and Pacific theatres.

Following the war Prince 
Philip was granted permis-
sion by King George VI to 
marry then-Princess Eliza-
beth, whom he had been cor-
responding with since 1939.

The couple was married 
on Nov. 20, 1947, and Philip 
was granted the style His 
Royal Highness and created 
Duke of Edinburgh, Earl 
of Merioneth, and Baron 
Greenwich by the King. 

Prince Philip would leave 
active military service in 

1952, after Elizabeth as-
cended to the throne.

Prince Philip was a patron, 
president or member of over 
780 organizations, and he 
served as chairman of The 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, 
a self-improvement program 
for young people aged 14 to 
24. He retired from his royal 
duties on 2 August 2017, 
aged 96, having completed 
22,219 solo engagements 

and 5,493 speeches since 
1952.

In a statement on behalf 
of the province of Saskatch-
ewan, it was this life of ser-
vice that Premier Scott Moe 
chose to recall.

“It is with profound sad-
ness that I learned today 
of the death of His Royal 
Highness The Duke of Edin-
burgh.  I join all of Her Maj-
esty’s loyal subjects in Sas-
katchewan in sending our 
sincere condolences to Her 
Majesty in her bereavement, 
as well as to all members of 
the Royal Family,” Moe said.

“His Royal Highness vis-
ited Saskatchewan no fewer 
than eight times between 
1951 and our centennial year 
in 2005.  His sense of duty to 
the Canadian Armed Forces, 
our youth through the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award, and 

so many other endeavours, 
endeared him to us all.”

The funeral for Prince 
Philip is scheduled to be 
held at Windsor Castle on 
April 17. The service will be 
preceded by a Ceremonial 
Procession inside the castle 
grounds.

April 15, 2021                                                                 www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com        Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald   3

Highway 3 to be twinned west of Prince Albert
Ask and you shall receive.
A little over a month after the Town 

of Shellbrook added its voice to those 
calling for Highway 3 to be twinned be-
tween Prince Albert and Shellbrook, the 
Ministry of Highways has found room in 
its 2021-2022 budget to complete the re-
quested safety improvements.

Highway 3 — especially the stretch be-
tween Prince Albert and the Shell River 
— has long been an area of concern, with 
an estimated 414 collisions and 67 fa-
talities occurring over the past decade. 
However, calls for safety improvements 
were further amplified after two accidents 
resulted in three deaths in the lead up to 
Christmas.

In the weeks following the fatal ac-

cidents, the Ministry of Highways said 
its 2021 plans for the Highway included 
three sets of passing lanes (six lanes total) 
between 10 kilometres west of Prince Al-
bert and Shellbrook, and improvements 
to bridges and intersections.

The ministry also said it would be con-
ducting a safety assessment of Highway 3 
between Prince Albert and the Shell River 
Bridge this year, with any recommenda-
tions stemming from that assessment be-
ing acted upon as early as 2022.

For Don Fyrk, Reeve of the R.M. of 
Buckland, the passing lanes didn’t go far 
enough to ease his concerns over safety on 
the highways.

“Passing lanes do not address the safety 
concerns of this section of highway. Dete-

rioration of the highway surface and nar-
row shoulders contribute to our concern,” 
Fyrk wrote in a letter to the Ministry of 
Highways, adding a call for the highway 
to be twinned with a focus on the section 
between Prince Albert and McLeod Road

In the end, the provincial government 
seems to have agreed with Fyrk’s assess-
ment, as plans to twin the Highway over 
an eight kilometre stretch from Prince 
Albert to the Shell River Bridge were in-
cluded in the Ministry of Highways’ $800 
million highway improvement budget.

“We got listening to the people who are 
around P.A. and Nadine Wilson (Sas-
katchewan Rivers MLA) was a great advo-
cate for ‘Maybe we should do something 
more,’” said Minister of 

Highways, Fred Bradshaw. “We’re always 
looking at safety, and the more she talked, 
and the more we heard from other people, 
we decided that it would be best to twin 
that section.”

Design work for the twinning project is 
scheduled for this year. The contract will 
be tendered in the fall and, barring any 
delays, the twinning project will be com-
pleted by fall of 2022.

The news of the planned twinning was 
welcomed by Fyrk, as well as Town of 
Shellbrook Mayor Amund Otterson.

“[It is something] we have been looking 
forward to and the additional safety lanes, 
[and] passing lanes further west are also 
much appreciated,” he said.

SUMMER JOB POSITIONS
Town of Spiritwood is accepting applications 
for two full-time Summer Job Positions. The 
position runs from June 21st through August 
31st, 2021. Must have a valid Class 5 driver’s 
license. Duties include: Mowing, whipper 
snipping, garbage cleanup, painting, and 
general maintenance duties. For more 
information contact (306) 883-2161 or email 

tos@sasktel.net.

Northern Lakes Economic Development 
is accepting applications for two Summer 
Job Positions to work at the Tourist Booth, 
mowing, whipper snipping, and perform 
general maintenance duties. This seasonal 
position runs from May through Sept. For 
more information contact (306) 883-2426 

or email bevra.nledc@sasktel.net.

This summer job position is for youth 
aged 15-30 years.

Submit your Cover Letter & Resume 
(with references) by 4:00 pm on 

Friday, April 23rd, 2021. 

Honeywood (Dr. A. J. Porter) 
Heritage Nursery Inc.

Provincial Heritage Site 
Parkside, Sask. 

honeywoodn8@gmail.com

Online Fundraiser 
Timed Auction 

Register to Bid at Myron Schmalz Auctions
schmalzauctions.com

Honeywood Heritage Nursery Fundraiser
Bidding from: April 19th to April 30th

Online Auction Rules Apply

Sask. joins world 
in mourning Prince Philip
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OpiniOnOpiniOn
Sask. electric vehicle tax 

reeks of carbon politicking
Historically speak-

ing, governments that 
are looking to dis-
courage or eliminate a 
particular societal be-
haviour do so in one 
of two ways.

In the early 20th 
century, prohibition 
was the weapon of 
choice for govern-
ments when it came 
to the consumption of 
alcohol.

When prohibition 
failed, most govern-
ments moved to regulate the 
consumption of alcohol rather 
than forbidding it outright.

This, in many ways, paved the 
way for what are often referred 
to today as “sin taxes.”

In Saskatchewan, the “sin tax” 
on the selling price of beer, wine 
and spirits is 10 per cent, and 
the tax on tobacco is 27 cents 
per cigarette.

Meanwhile, as of last Tues-
day’s provincial budget, the 

Saskatchewan gov-
ernment took aim at 
vaping, with a 20 per 
cent tax on the price 
of all vapour liquids, 
products and devices.

The explicit aim  is 
to get vaping devices 
out of the hands of 
youth, who have been 
among the  most com-
mon adopters of vap-
ing over the past de-
cade. 

And, though the tax 
is unlikely to achieve 

this end (young people are no-
toriously adept at getting their 
hands on things they shouldn’t, 
after all), it makes some sense. 

Vaping may be considered saf-
er, overall, than cigarettes, but 
it’s still addictive and harmful 
to one’s health, and its relative 
novelty means little is known 
about any long-term effects it 
may have.

So, if we’ve established that 
governments will tax something 

they don’t want people to do, 
what do we make of the prov-
ince’s new annual fee on electric 
vehicles?

The $150 fee (a tax by any oth-
er name) was introduced with 
last week’s budget and is the 
first of its kind in Canada.

According to Finance Minister 
Donna Harpauer and Environ-
ment Minister Warren Kaeding, 
the tax is about fairness.

As both have explained since 
the fee was introduced, the goal 
is to level the playing field be-
tween those who pay taxes at 
the pumps to support highway 
maintenance, and those who 
still use the roads but don’t have 
to pay the tax on fuel.

Fair enough, but the notion 
that electric vehicle owners 
aren’t paying to maintain pro-
vincial roads isn’t quite true. 

All Saskatchewan taxpayers 
contribute to the maintenance 
of provincial roads and high-
ways by paying provincial taxes. 

What’s more, electric vehicle 

users may not have to pay at 
the pumps (because they’re not 
buying fuel), but charging a ve-
hicle at home or charging sta-
tion isn’t free, meaning taxes 
are paid.

Finally, given the exorbitant 
costs of road maintenance, one 
has to wonder what the prov-
ince hopes to do with the paltry 
$60,000 it will collect through 
the fee. Perhaps, there’s a small 

pothole it can throw the money 
into.

When governments around 
the world are encouraging peo-
ple to lower their carbon foot-
prints, a tax on electric vehicles 
sends the wrong message.

And the fact that it comes 
mere weeks after the federal 
carbon tax was deemed consti-
tutional, makes it reek all the 
more of petty politicking.

Op-ed: Trudeau’s carbon tax continues to rise
By Warren Steinley
MP, Regina-Lewvan

The Supreme Court of Canada recently ruled that 
the federal government can impose a Carbon Tax. As 
Justin Trudeau prepares his victory lap, it’s important 
to remember that there is one question the Supreme 
Court did not answer: Should the federal government 
impose a Carbon Tax on Canadians?

This is an important distinction because while Jus-
tin Trudeau’s Liberals are hiking taxes on everyone 
for everything, Canadian families and businesses will 
bear the brunt of these rising costs. It is not as though 
we have a choice of not doing so when winter comes. 
As such, we are stuck paying more every year to match 
the escalating price of Trudeau’s costly and ineffective 
Carbon Tax.

The higher costs caused by the Liberal Carbon Tax 

has an effect on everyone. From higher costs for our 
farmers, agriculture producers,  manufacturers, min-
ers and energy producers, to the increased costs for 
fuel, that helps us get to work, or go to school - and the 
truckers who deliver almost everything we need from 
groceries to clothing and more. This tax hurts every-
one. Unlike other provinces rich in hydroelectricity, 
in Saskatchewan we rely on different energy sources 
to light or heat our homes, which often leaves us with 
higher costs to begin with. A one-size-fits approach 
can only be to the detriment of many provinces, Sas-
katchewan being a prime example.

Last election, the Trudeau Liberals promised they 
would not raise the Carbon Tax. In classic Liberal 
fashion, they promised one thing before the election 
and did the opposite after. The Carbon Tax is now 
climbing and will triple, jeopardizing hundreds of 

thousands of jobs. Under Trudeau, Canada’s unem-
ployment rate is among the highest in the developed 
world. Canada is experiencing the worst economic 
growth since the great depression. It’s impossible to 
understand why Trudeau would choose now, of all 
times, to increase the burden on Canadians. Climate 
action is important, but Canada needs a smart ap-
proach that will actually reduce emissions without 
punishing workers, small businesses, their families, 
and the most vulnerable.

Canada’s Supreme Court ruled the federal govern-
ment could impose a carbon tax. But they should not. 
Not if they want to support everyday workers and their 
families. Justin Trudeau’s Liberals need to stop asking 
whether tripling the Carbon Tax when Canadians are 
struggling the most is legal and start asking whether 
it is right, because Canadians can no longer afford it.
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Report from the Legislature
The COVID-19 pan-

demic is not just a global 
health crisis, it is the 
biggest shock to the Sas-
katchewan, Canadian 
and world economies 
since the Second World 
War. This is a significant 
challenge that requires 
a significant response. 
Saskatchewan’s response 
can best be summarized 
in three words: Protect. 
Build. Grow.

The 2021-22 provin-
cial budget protects 
the health and safety 
of our people and our 
economy, builds our 
province through invest-
ments in infrastructure 
to stimulate economic 
activity,grows Saskatch-
ewan through various 
incentives and key in-
vestments, and delivers 
on 14 specific campaign 
commitments to make 
life more affordable.

The budget provides 
direct funding to fight 
COVID-19, record levels 
of investment in health, 
education, social servic-
es and assistance, while 
supporting the  protec-
tion of persons and prop-
erty.

Protecting Saskatch-
ewan People

• $1.5 billion to help 
fight against COVID-19, 
this follows a $2.0 bil-
lion investment last year.  
A further $1.3 billion of 
support is in place for 
the next two years, for a 
multi-year commitment 
of $4.8 billion;

• $6.5 billion record 
level of health care fund-
ing;

• $90 million for spe-
cific COVID-19 health 
response, including mass 
vaccination rollout, PPE, 

lab capacity and physi-
cian costs;

• $23.4 million increase 
to the $458 million bud-
get for mental health and 
addictions services and 
programs, including spe-
cialized youth services, 
12 new treatment beds in 
Estevan; and

• $6 million to hire 100 
continuing care aides, 
the start of hiring 300, 
for long-term care and 
expanded home care ser-
vices. 

This budget will build 
Saskatchewan through 
capital investment, help-
ing our economy, creating 
jobs and meeting people’s 
needs.

Building Saskatchewan 
Communities

• $3.1 billion in capital 
investment for hospitals, 
schools, highways, and 
many needed projects;

• $162 million in health 
care capital, including 
funding for new long-
term care facilities in La 
Ronge, Grenfell and plan-
ning for Watson and Es-
tevan;

• $5.7 million for urgent 
care centres in Saskatoon 
and Regina;

• $553.2 million in 

transportation capital, 
part of the $10.6 billion 
since 2008 to improve 
17,100 km of highways 
and build bypasses and 
interchanges;

• Includes twinning on 
Highway 3 west of Prince 
Albert, as well as multiple 
passing lane projects on 
Highways 2, 3, 5, 7, 12, 
14, 16, and 39; and

• $189.9 million for ed-
ucation capital, including 
$101.9 million to support 
21 ongoing capital proj-
ects which will build 16 
new schools and renovate 
five for a total of 57 new 
schools and 28 major 
renovation projects since 
2008. 

This budget will grow 
Saskatchewan through 
key investments and in-
centives, and it will keep 
life affordable for fami-
lies.

Growing Saskatche-
wan’s Economy

• $174.8 million for the 
Saskatchewan Economic 
Recovery Rebate reduc-
ing electricity bills by 10 
per cent for all custom-
ers, and $285 million for 
the Auto Fund Recovery 
Rebate;

• $9.3 million, an in-
crease of $5 million, to 
establish four new inter-
national trade and export 
offices, and support offic-
es in China, India, Japan, 
and Singapore;

• $3.8 million in roy-
alty relief to help oil and 
gas producers invest in 
methane emission reduc-
tion projects; and

• Modernization and 
expansion of the High 
Water-Cut Program to 
make wells more viable 
for producers. 

While our economy has 

fared better than most 
through the global health 
crisis, with continuing 
high levels of employ-
ment, the pandemic has 
still had a significant 
impact on the province’s 
economy and finances. 
As a result, this year’s 
deficit will be larger – 
$2.6 billion – and it will 
take longer to return to 
balance than we had an-

ticipated.
Our government is 

committed to making the 
investments needed now 
to protect Saskatchewan 
people and drive a strong 
economic recovery as we 
emerge from the pan-
demic. We will manage 
carefully without reckless 
cuts or large tax increases 
that would threaten both 
our pandemic response 
and a strong recovery.

Throughout this pan-
demic, we have wit-
nessed Saskatchewan’s 
resolve, as our people 
made the sacrifices re-
quired to protect not only 
themselves, but also their 
families, friends, neigh-
bours and co-workers. 
When this pandemic is 
over, we will witness Sas-
katchewan’s resilience, 
as our economy recovers 
and grows, as businesses 
reopen and more people 
return to work, and as 

Saskatchewan recovers 
to be even stronger than 
before.

This year’s budget pro-
tects, builds, and grows 
Saskatchewan. It charts a 
clear course for our prov-
ince through the pan-
demic and into the strong 
recovery that will follow.

You can learn more at 
saskatchewan.ca/bud-
get.

ViewpointViewpoint

HON. SCOTT MOE, 
PREMIER

~
MLA for Rosthern -

 Shellbrook
Toll Free: 

1-855-793-3422
scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

NADINE 
WILSON 

 MLA
~

 Saskatchewan 
Rivers

Toll Free: 
1-888-763-0615

saskrivers@sasktel.net

HON. JEREMY 
HARRISON 

 MLA
~

 Meadow 
Lake

Toll Free: 
1-877-234-6669

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

Support the local businesses that support your 

local newspaper.

PUT YOUR MONEY 
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS  
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Highlights of a Shellbrook Town Council meeting
Shellbrook’s town council met for its 

regular meeting via teleconference on 
Tuesday, April 6.

In attendance were Mayor Amund 
Otterson, councillors Larry Batten, 
Bruce Clements, John Hughes, Cheryl 
Ledding, Brent Miller, and Kathleen 
Nording, and the town’s CAO, Kelly 
Hoare.

Mayor Otterson called the meeting 
to order at 4 p.m., and council began 
by approving the agenda for the meet-
ing and adopting the minutes of its 
March 18 regular meeting. With no 
business arising from said minutes, 
council moved on to oral reports.

In his water treatment plant steer-
ing committee update, councillor 
Miller reported that the plan to build 
a water pipeline in partnership with 
the Prince Albert Rural Water Util-
ity may not be the “no-brainer” it was 
believed to be. While the committee is 
still waiting on some data, Miller said 
the town and PARWU may have some 
“hard decisions” to make.

Striking a more optimistic tone, 
Miller added that the grant money is 
beginning to roll out. He also said he’s 
confident the town can proceed with 

its original $7.8 million project at a 
much lower cost, if the pipeline project 
falls through.

In commercial development com-
mittee news, Miller raised the need 
to meet with the R.M. of Shellbrook 
to discuss potential property develop-
ments in and around the town limits 
of Shellbrook. Miller said developing 
the lands with the help of the R.M. 
would benefit both parties.

In an update on minor sports, mean-
while, councillor Ledding said the or-
ganization was in the process of giv-
ing money back for the hockey season. 
While it waits for news from the gov-
ernment regarding the ball season, 
the organization is still encouraging 
people to register.

In his final report for the Recreation 
Project Steering Committee, coun-
cillor Miller reported that the group 
held its final meeting. With the proj-
ect completed, the group has $53,000 
leftover. These funds will be trans-
ferred to the town, and earmarked for 
capital expenditures at the Richard-
son Pioneer Recreation Centre.

As has been previously reported, the 
plan now is to form a new committee, 

which will focus on raising funds to 
improve the swimming pool.

Shifting gears to new business, coun-
cil began by passing a motion to dis-
continue bylaw enforcement services 
with the Commissionaires. Council 
agreed that the town wasn’t getting 
enough out of the service to justify the 
costs.

Without bylaw services, bylaw viola-
tions will now be handled on a com-
plaint basis.

Up next, council agreed to grant 
Nancy Carswell and Marlene Fellows 
a three-month extension, until Sept. 1, 
to submit a business proposal for the 
CN Station. The pair is hoping to buy 
the station from the town for $1, and 
turn it into an artisan’s collective and 
farmer’s market spot. However, their 
plans have been delayed by ongoing 
pandemic restrictions.

Pressing on, council carried a mo-
tion to appoint Councillor Batten to 
the committees former councillor 
Dave Knight was appointed to, as well 
as a motion to open the swimming 
pool and run as many programs as 
possible under COVID-19 regulations.

Later, council carried a motion to 
form a committee to work with the 
Friends of Rayside group on moving 
the old Rayside School house to Kins-
men Park. Miller said he’s still waiting 
to see the financial justifications for 

the plan, such as spending reductions, 
revenue increases, or grant funding, 
adding that if no such justifications 
can be found, the building won’t be 
moved.

In a final item of new business, 
council discussed the water supply 
for the outdoor Kinsmen Rink. Cur-
rently, the water is pumped directly 
from the town’s water treatment plant. 
However, this isn’t in accordance with 
Water Security Agency rules, and it 
isn’t without problems for the town as 
valves are prone to freezing and snap-
ping.

With the cost of putting a dedicated 
direct service line to the rink estimat-
ed at $5,000, some councillors were in 
favour of proceeding. However, coun-
cil eventually agreed to table the mat-
ter until budget time, recognizing it 
has some “hard decisions” to make.

Wrapping up the meeting, councillor 
Hughes asked for an update regarding 
the speed curve, and whether or not 
it’s finally being removed this year. 

Hoare said the town is waiting for 
a timeline from Lake Country Co-op, 
which is expected to have the plans for 
its proposed fertilizer plant on the east 
side of town submitted within 45 days.

Having nothing further to discuss, 
council adjourned for the evening. 

Its next meeting is set for Monday, 
April 19.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Resort Village of Pebble Baye Public Notice – 

Basic Planning Statement Amendment
Public Notice is hereby given that the Council of the Resort Village of Pebble Baye (RV) intends to adopt a bylaw 
under The Planning and Development Act, 2007, to amend Bylaw No. 2/84, known as the Basic Planning Statement 
(BPS).

INTENT:  A new discussion item and new policies would be added to the residential objective and policy section to 
provide context and guidance for the development of personal storage lots on lands directly north of the existing 
municipal boundary. Guidance for “Conservation” land use designation would be added. The entire portion of the 
BPS dealing with objectives and policies for future development would be replaced to guide future development, 
zoning, and municipal restructuring. The BPS Map 1 showing land use designations would be replaced with a new 
map showing areas outside of the existing municipal boundary for intended future land use.

AFFECTED LAND:  The replacement of Map 1 would apply to all lands within the RV. NW ¼ 31-48-07-W3M would 
be affected by new policy for “Conservation” land use designation and Zoning. The balance of the new land use 
designation, objectives, and policies would apply only to future development and areas outside the current RV 
boundary; policy for existing development within the RV is unchanged. A copy of the proposed amendment with 
the new BPS Map 1 is located for public view at www.northboundplanning.ca/public- notification.

REASON:  The RV is in the process of restructuring its boundaries to include an area north of its existing northern 
boundary which includes a couple residential parcels, some agricultural land, and a number of parcels used 
primarily for off-site storage of residents of the RV. It is advisable for the RV to provide guidance and specific policy 
as it relates to restructuring of its boundaries and future development in the urban fringe. Should restructuring 
occur, the RV wishes to have policy guidance in place to direct any future land use and development. Policy 
implementation for the “Conservation” land use area is being introduced for clarity.

PUBLIC INSPECTION: The RV does not maintain a dedicated office space. Upon request, hard copy (at cost of 
printing and postage) of the proposed amendment is available through the mail; a free digital copy is available at 
www.northboundplanning.ca/public-notification.

PUBLIC HEARING: Council will hold a public hearing on May 7, 2021, at 7 PM. Due to current and anticipated 
COVID public assembly, distancing guidelines, and restrictions, the public hearing will be held digitally with the 
ability to participate via the ZOOM app or by toll-free phone. Please note that public hearing is specific to 
the proposed BPS amendment; the merits any active proposal for municipal restructuring is not being 
considered as part of the BPS amendment process. Written submissions are encouraged and must be received 
by May 5, 2021. Parties interested in making in-person representation are required to register in advance by 
May 5, 2021. Please contact the RV Administrator for specifics related to participation via ZOOM. For additional 
information, please contact (306) 468-3104 or resortpebblebaye@gmail.com. Written submissions can be mailed: 
c/o Terry Lofstrom – Administrator, Box 449, Canwood, SK  S0J 0K0

Issued at the RM of Canwood this 1st day of April, 2021. 

Terry Lofstrom – Administrator – Resort Village of Pebble Baye

21043PM1 
21043PM2

CHECK IT OUT!
www.shellbrookchronicle.com

www.spiritwoodherald.com
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The future is always just around the corner
Writing about technol-

ogy on the farm is not 
new in this space. But 
it is a theme that will 
be repeated often over 
the next decade-plus for 
anyone writing about 
agriculture because it 
will be the ongoing story, 
trumped only on occa-
sion by weather disasters 
or political interference 
in trade as we move for-
ward. 

Technology is taking 
massive steps forward in 
terms of precision farm-
ing, the focused appli-
cation of fertilizers and 
herbicides exactly where 
they are needed, and 

not where they would be 
wasted. It is technology 
that is moving forward 
because of improve-
ments in global position-
ing tech, and equally im-
portant sensors required 
to identify where prod-
uct needs to be applied. 

The increased knowl-
edge of GPS is also a key 
in the emergence of more 
robotic field units. The 
GPS tech is piggybacked 
with improved robotic 
options, and the com-
bination brings robotic 
tractors patrolling fields, 
potentially 24 hours 
a day, not tiring, sim-
ply working that much 

closer to reality on every 
farm. 

And, therein lies the 
next step for the tech ex-
plosion I anticipate. 

At the present we are 
still on the lead up to 
broad utilization of ro-

botic tech, in part be-
cause the tech needs to 
be tested and proven 
over large acres before 
many producers will 
look to making the in-
vestment. 

And there is the cost. 
New tech typically 
comes at a high cost, 
from VCRs to flat screen 
televisions, to driverless 
cars to robotic tractors. 
When production begins 
to ramp up, costs drops, 
and it allows for wider 
acceptance and use. 

Of course, this is the 
tech we see in the field 
already. 

Imagine what is on the 

drawing board in design 
departments behind 
closed doors? 

We are beginning to 
see various areas of tech-
nology coming together 
to take farm equipment 
to places no one would 
have imagined even a 
decade or two ago. 

In the future field la-
bour, finding someone 
to operate the tractor or 
combine may well be a 
thing of history, with the 
skill of the future being 
able to maintain comput-
er systems from a central 
location operating a fleet 
of robot machines. 

There are times I read 

my own columns and 
can’t help to think it all 
sounds very much like 
something out of a sci-
ence fiction story I may 
have read in my youth, 
but often the imagined 
fiction of one era be-
comes the realized suc-
cesses of science in an-
other, and that is the 
case here. 

The future in this case 
is still to be fully real-
ized, but from the van-
tage point of today we 
have a pretty good in-
dication of how founda-
tionally changing it will 
be in terms of how farm-
ers farm.

Calvin

Daniels

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

AgricultureAgriculture

Wed., Apr. 21, 2021
Regular Sale 9:00 a.m.

Producers wishing to market cattle prior to sale day 
please contact the office 306-236-3411 for delivery.

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Brent 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 

please contact 
Brent, Blair or Brody

MEADOW LAKE LIVESTOCK SALES LTD.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Blair 306-240-9883 • Brody 306-240-6504  
 Office 306-236-3411 ~ Fax 306-236-3412  

Email: mlstockyards@sasktel.net ~  market info visit: www.mlstockyards.com 

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Glen 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 
please contact Brent, 

Glen, Boyd or Frederick

PRINCE ALBERT LIVESTOCK SALES

Fri., Apr. 16, 2021
Bred Cow/Heifer & Replacement 

Heifer Sale 1:00 p.m.

Mon., Apr. 26, 2021
Presort Sale 9:30 a.m.; Regular Sale to follow

Producers wishing to market cattle prior 
to sale day please contact the 

office 306-763-8463 for delivery.
Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Glen 306-960-4732 • Boyd 306-841-7998 • Frederick 306-227-9505  
 Office 306-763-8463 ~ Fax 306-763-4620  

For market info visit: www.northernlivestocksales.ca 

A division of Northern Livestock Sales

Rose Garden Hospice to begin construction in May
After a 14-year journey, Prince Albert’s Rose Garden 

Hospice is set to break ground on May 15.
“The Rose Garden Hospice Association Board is 

proud to announce that construction of their hospice to 
be located in Prince Albert will begin May 15th.  This is 
a huge step toward fulfilling our Mission: To build and 
operate a ten bed hospice to provide quality patient-
centered end of life care to persons in Northern Sas-
katchewan by providing care in a home-like environ-
ments which meets the physical, emotional, cultural 
and spiritual needs of the client, the client’s family and 
close friends,” said Cheryl Elliott, board chair for the 
Rose Garden Hospice Association (RHGA).

 “This journey started in 2007, there have been many 
ups and downs, but nothing worth having comes easy. 

We are beyond thrilled that we are starting to build 
May 15,” added RHGA board member Marina Mitchell. 
“We could not have come this far without the support 
of our families, board members, community members, 
volunteers and our government. This dream WILL BE 
a reality!”  

Construction of the building is expected to take be-
tween one year and 18 months.

Over the years, the RHGA has benefitted from dona-
tions both big and small, including a $500,000 dona-
tion from Canadian Tire owner Malcolm Jenkins. The 
land for the hospice, meanwhile, was donated by the 
late Fred Trach.

Once its built, the hospice’s operations will be fund-
ed by the provincial government, which has pledged to 

provide up to $2 million annually to run the hospice.
Mitchell says annual events, like the Hike for Hos-

pice, will continue once the facility opens its doors, to 
cover equipment upgrades and other needs.

A rendering of the front of the Rose Garden Hos-
pice.
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Sask. health orders extended to April 26
While it’s all systems go for Saskatche-

wan’s COVID-19 vaccine delivery, the same 
still can’t be said of public health orders as 
the province grapples with an explosion of 
COVID-19 variant cases, and a resurgence 
in daily case totals. 

After raising the limit on household gath-
ering to 10 people from up to three house-
holds, and increasing capacity in places of 
worship to 30 per cent, or up to 150 people, 
in March, the province is continuing to 
hold the line on the remaining measures, 
extending the current restrictions to April 
26.

Under these measures, casinos and bingo 
halls remain closed, while personal ser-

vices, such as hairdressers and barbers, 
massage therapists, and tattooists, are still 
limited to 50 per cent capacity. Restaurants 
and bars, meanwhile, are limited to seat-
ing four people per table and licensed es-
tablishments must stop selling alcohol at 10 
p.m.

On the retail side, smaller stores must re-
duce their capacity to 50 per cent, and large 
retail locations, identified as stores with 
more than 20,000 square feet, are limited 
to 25 per cent capacity.

Event venues, conference facilities, are-
nas, arts venues, museums, movie and live 
theatres and banquet facilities may still 
have events up to 30 individuals. However, 

all guests must be seated for the duration, 
and food and drink are not permitted un-
less explicitly stated in the order.

Concurrent services may not occur with-
in multiple locations in one facility.

Elsewhere, sports leagues and activities 
remain suspended, but those aged 18 and 
under may gather in groups of eight for 
practices, with a maximum of two coaches 
also in attendance.

Finally, visits to long-term care and per-
sonal homes are still suspended, except for 
compassionate reasons.

These restrictions will be reviewed on 
April 26, and eased, extended, or tightened 
depending on current COVID-19 transmis-
sion rates.

Though it’s business as COVID-19 usual 
for much of Saskatchewan, the province 
has released revised guidelines for outdoor 
activities in advance of the spring warm up.

While the government is still recom-
mending that child and youth day camps 
continue to offer online activities, it is eas-
ing restrictions to allow for multiple groups 
of eight to participate in activities for sport, 
music, art, dance, drama and educational 
program day camps, where space is avail-
able.

Parks and campgrounds, meanwhile, will 
be open to 100 per cent capacity for over-
night stays and limited-term campsites.

Park, playground and aquatic access will 
be permitted, while all events must com-

ply with the current public 
health orders.  Laundry 
services will also be per-
mitted, in accordance with 
guidelines for face cover-
ings and maintaining phys-
ical distance.

Finally, golf courses will 
be able to open once again, 
and tee times will only be 
required to be a minimum 
of eight minutes apart, a 
change from 10 minutes at 
the end of last golf season. 
Additionally, tournaments 
will be permitted, so long as 
awards ceremonies and re-
ceptions are held virtually.

The government said ad-
ditional guidelines will be 
announced over the next 
couple of weeks, including 
guidelines for youth and 
individual sports activities. 

In the meantime, Pre-
mier Scott Moe and Chief 
Medical Officer Saqib Sha-
hab have said the goal is 
to have all Saskatchewan 
adults receive their first 
vaccines by the end of May 
(an improvement on its ear-
lier timeline of mid-June). 
If vaccine supplies allow 
it, the province is also hop-
ing to begin administering 
doses in pharmacies by 
April 19.

To stay up to date on the 
latest public health guide-
lines, visit saskatchewan.
ca/covid19

Spiritwood Public Library board member Kay 
Willson baked up a delicious looking cake for the 
April Dessert of the Month draw. This month’s 
lucky winner was Maurice Carriere.

Hon. Scott Moe, Premier
MLA for Rosthern-Shellbrook

scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

Nadine Wilson
MLA for Saskatchewan Rivers

saskrivers@sasktel.net

Hon. Jeremy Harrison
MLA for Meadow Lake

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

� � � � ���� �����������������������������������������
� � � ���������������
� � � � � � ���������������������������������������������������

The COVID-19 pandemic is not just a global health crisis, it is the biggest shock to the 
Saskatchewan, Canadian and world economies since the Second World War. Through this 
budget our government is: protecting Saskatchewan people, building Saskatchewan 
communities, and growing Saskatchewan’s economy.

This is a significant challenge that requires a significant response.  
You can learn more at saskatchewan.ca/budget.

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
St. John’s - Shellbrook

Sunday School, 
Live-stream worship 
service on Facebook, 

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Daniel Mooseely

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Pastor David Bodvarson

306-747-7235
Canwood

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Glenn Blazosek

306-468-2138
Leask Gospel Tabernacle

Sunday 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Lorne Valuck

------------------------
SOVEREIGN GRACE 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Currently meeting in 

homes on Sunday morning
& Wednesday evenings

Leask 306-466-4498 
Marcelin 306-226-4615

------------------------
PRESBYTERIAN

Mistawasis
Sunday worship

11:00 a.m.
Rev. Katherine Bretzlaff

------------------------
IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN

Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship 
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday, 9 a.m. - Service
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service
Re-opening for services 

Sun. Mar. 14, 2021, 11 a.m.
Canwood - Christ Church
Sunday, 11 a.m. - Service  

------------------------
UNITED CHURCH

Shellbrook - Knox United
Sun., 10 am  - Worship

306-747-3434
Student Minister 

Jon Worrall
Big River
Sundays 

10 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

MENNONITE 
BRETHREN CHURCH

Blaine Lake Gospel Chapel 
109 Railway Ave. W.

Blaine Lake
306-497-3316

Pastor: Rick Schellenberg
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 

Worship
------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.

Summer: 10:30 a.m. - 12
306-469-2258

Youth Nite: Fridays
Mont Nebo

Bible Study & Prayer
Sun., 11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

------------------------
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Debden
Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 

Fr. Dong Doan
Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Dong Doan 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday -  9 a.m.
Mistawasis

2nd & 4th Sundays, 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Phong Tran

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398

Praise & WorshiP Carriere takes home 
cake from March 

Dessert of the Month
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AS&AR Auto Detailing – “Never Ride Dirty”
By Dave Hyndman

Ah, Spring!  Our favourite season.  
With temperatures rising, the snow 
disappearing, our thoughts begin to 
turn to some of those winter projects 
that have been put on hold waiting for 
warmer days.  One such project, which 
many people admit to putting off, is 
cleaning the family vehicle.  It’s a job 
that requires time and elbow grease.

Everyone can find – or make – the 
time.  But the effort required to do a 
proper job?  Well, it’s warmer, the days 
are nicer, and we’d really like to find a 
better way.

Well, you’re in luck.  A vehicle detail-
ing company has started up in Spir-
itwood, offering a very thorough top-
to-bottom, inside–and-out cleaning of 
your car, SUV, or half ton.

Since March 28, Sanale Andebor and 
Antonio Rosal have been cleaning at 
least a car a day.  AS&AR Auto Detailing 
and Cleaning Services, the name they 
have given to their fledgling business, is 
currently operating out of their garages 
and driveways, but will be moving into 
larger quarters effective May 1.

Their new location, located at the for-

mer Winky’s Welding building on the 
highway on the eastern side of Spirit-
wood, will have room for the pair to ex-
pand into detailing boats and campers.

Right now, there’s a division of la-

bour. Sanale gets a start vacuuming, 
and when Antonio arrives she switches 
to cleaning and carpets, while Antonio 
does door panels and shampooing seats.  
They find that it works better when each 
has specific tasks.

“That way,” Sanale explains, “nothing 
gets missed.”

And they’re not bumping into each 
other.

“In about a month,” Antonio adds, 
“we’ll switch duties.  That way, in time, 
we’ll both know how to do everything.”

The two decided to begin this busi-
ness to do something with their free 
time and to earn some extra income.  
Sanale works for Fast Genetics, but her 
day is usually done by 1 p.m., giving 
her an opportunity to start on a vehicle 
around 2 p.m.

Antonio, who works part-time at the 
Lodge, arrives at the site at about 3 p.m, 
and the two begin cleaning in earnest.  
The two work diligently, efficiently, un-
til they can look back and say they’ve 
finished.

The two are associated with Never 
Ride Dirty, a vehicle-cleaning ser-
vice that provides supplies, chemicals, 
bookkeeping and training.  There are 
four Never Ride Dirty services in Sas-

katchewan and many elsewhere.
For now, they’re content to use their 

experience to detail cars, trucks and 
SUVs, but eventually, they hope to add 
residential carpet cleaning to their list 
of services, and possibly curtains.

In the meantime, they are working on 
developing a website that will allow on-
line booking.

Sanale Andebor is in the front seat 
cleaning behind the visor.

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Limited Capacity. Tuesday 9 am - 5 pm; 
Wednesday 9 am - 5 pm; Friday 9 am - 5 pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Appointment only. Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm; 
Thursday 10 am - 2 pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Curb Side Pickup. Tuesday 12 pm - 4 pm; 
Wednesday 12 pm - 4 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Appointment only. Wednesday 11 am - 6 pm; Friday 
11 am - 5 pm; Saturday 10 am - 4 pm. Contact us for more info 306-497-3130, www.
wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Appointment Only. Wednesday 11:30 am - 4:30 pm; 
Thursday 11:30 am - 4:30 pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Appointment only. Tues-
day 10 am - 4 pm; Thursday 10 am - 4 pm; Friday 12 pm - 4 pm. Call 306-468-2501 to 
book a slot.
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Appointment only. Monday 2 pm - 7 pm; Tuesday 10 
am - 4 pm.  Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Limited Capacity. Tuesday 10:30 am 
- 5 pm; Friday 10:30 am - 5 pm; Saturday 1 pm - 4 pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Appointment only. Tuesday 2 pm - 7 pm; Thursday 2 pm 
- 8 pm; Saturday 9 am - 2 pm. For information on all your library needs, please contact 
306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway Ave., 
West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Limited capacity - Monday 2 pm - 6 pm; 
Tuesday 12 pm - 8 pm; Wednesday 2 pm - 8 pm; Thursday 12 pm - 6 pm; Friday 9 am 
- 4 pm. 
PARKSIDE: Honeywood (Dr. A. J. Porter) Heritage Nursery Inc. Provincial Heritage 
Site Parkside, SK, honeywoodn8@gmail.com. Online Fundraiser Timed Auction – Reg-
ister to bid at Myron Schmalz Auctions: schmalzauctions.com Honeywood Heritage 
Nursery Fundraiser – Bidding from April 19th to April 30th. Online Auction Rules Apply

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

By Dave Whalley, DLM(R)
First United Church, Big River
I would like to take just a moment to 

give you a bit of historical significance of 
“Holy Humour Sunday”.  It is celebrated 
on the first Sunday after Easter Sunday.  

Some historians have written that on 
the first Sunday of Jesus’ crucifixion, 
many people gathered and made fun of 
the Roman occupiers.  What made the 
occasion so joyful was that the Romans 
thought they had gotten rid of Jesus by 
his crucifixion and that he was no longer 
a threat to the Roman Empire.  The joke 
that those early people were celebrating 
was that though Jesus had been cruci-
fied, he had risen from the dead.  

This period of time is when the term 
“Christians” became into use.  Before 
then, people who believed in Jesus were 
called “followers of the way”.  Years later 
the Sunday became known as “Bright 
Sunday”  and for many centuries was 
celebrated but declined and then was 
not practiced at all. 

In 1988 the Fellowship of Merry 
Christians began encouraging churches 
and prayer groups to resurrect Bright 
Sunday celebrations and call it “Holy 
Humour Sunday,” with the theme:  “Je-
sus is the LIFE of the party.”

Many churches from different tradi-
tions responded enthusiastically.  Holy 
Humour Sunday services are bringing 
back large crowds to churches on a Sun-
day when church attendance typically 
drops dramatically.  

If you Google “Holy Humour Sunday” 
on the Internet, you’ll be amazed at how 
widespread the celebrations on the Sun-
day after Easter have become among 
churches of all traditions.  It’s clearly a 

movement of the Holy spirit to shore up 
belief in the resurrection of Jesus.

The idea of setting aside one Sun-
day each year to celebrate God’s gift of 
laughter and joy may be new to some of 
you, but it has a long and rich history in 
many congregations around the world.  

Holy Humour Sunday continues the 
celebration of Jesus’ resurrection and 
God’s ultimate joke on evil and death.  
It is a testament to the God, who as the 
psalmist says in Psalm 2, verse 4: “But 
the one who rules in heaven laughs. The 
Lord scoffs at them.” For the foolishness 
of humanity and any forces that might 
seek to thwart divine purposes. (para-
phrased from the New Living Transla-
tion Bible)

In churches all around the world, this 
celebration has grown.  Each year, more 
and more congregations of all persua-
sions, in the United States, Canada, as 
well as in the far corners of the world, 
are celebrating this special day in many 
ways.  

I have been in the ministry now for 15 
years and have had a Holy Humour Sun-
day celebration on the first Sunday after 
Easter every year.  When the congrega-
tion gets to know about Holy Humour 
Sunday, I notice attendance increases 
for that Sunday. Maybe the theme of joy 
and laughter should be continued for 
every Sunday!

We celebrated Holy Humour Sunday 
again this year at First United, Big Riv-
er.  It is a healing service where people 
can forget all the negative things that 
are going on in their lives and around 
the world.  This year it gave us all a 
break from the isolation and fears of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Good News
~

Holy Humour suNday!

Antonio Rosal shampooing the back 
seats.
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HOUSEN – William 
(Bill)

It is with great sadness 
that we announce the 
passing of William (Bill) 
Housen, late of Saska-
toon, SK formerly of 
Shellbrook, SK on April 
6th, 2021 at the age of 
92.  Bill was born Janu-
ary 2nd, 1929 in Unity, 
SK, and was taken to his 
new home by horse and 
sleigh. He grew up on the 
family farm 6 miles west 
of Unity. He attended 
the rural Belton School 
which he had to walk 1 
½ miles to get to. After 
the 8th grade, he lived 
with his grandmother in 
Unity to finish his grade 
12.

He worked a year with 
the railroad company 
then decided more edu-
cation was the route 
for him. After complet-

ing a one-year course at 
a teacher’s college, he 
landed his first teach-
ing job at a one-room 
school in Fisque, SK. 
He taught for 1 year 
then was accepted as 
principal/teacher at the 
Plato, SK three-room 
school where he stayed 
for several years. This is 
where he met his future 
wife Pearl in Plato, SK 
and they got married in 
August 1955. They de-
cided if Bill was going 
to continue teaching, he 
should go to university 
and get his degree. Bill 
earned his Bachelor of 
Education degree and 
accepted a teaching posi-
tion at Elrose Composite 
School. They moved to 
Elrose, SK in 1959 where 
he began teaching. After 
10 years of teaching, he 
then became principal of 
the school for 3 years.

In June of 1964, their 
first son Trevor was 
born, and their second 
son Paul was born in 
November of 1966. Bill 
enjoyed his 13 years in 
Elrose then moved to 
Shellbrook in 1972 when 
he accepted the super-
intendent position for 

the Parkland School 
Division. He finished 
his career as Director 
for the Parkland School 
Division in 1986. After 
retirement, he worked 
part-time as the super-
intendent for the Ah-
tahkakoop First Nation 
School for 2 years. The 
kids there referred to 
him as “Mushom” which 
means Grandfather. He 
enjoyed that title.

Bill was an avid fisher-
man, and he frequented 
a lot of local lakes. He 
went on many fly-out 
fishing trips over the 
years with a few of his 
teaching colleagues. Bill 
cherished the fishing he 
did up north with his son 
Trevor, who is also an 
avid fisherman. Bill en-
joyed his fishing experi-
ences in the NWT when 
he and Pearl would visit 
with their other son Paul 
in Yellowknife, NWT. He 
even got the chance to 
go deep-sea fishing with 
Trevor when they were 
in Mexico.  

Bill and Pearl really 
enjoyed camping, they 
took their boys all over 
from Riding Mountain 
National Park in Mani-
toba, all over Saskatche-
wan, west to Radium and 
Fairmont Hot Springs, & 

Vancouver Island.  
Every summer you 

could find Bill and Pearl 
tending their garden in 
Shellbrook. They both 
enjoyed the rewards of 
their labour with plenty 
of fresh vegetables.

Bill was a dedicated 
Elks Lodge member for 
many years. He put in 
countless hours of vol-
unteer work at many 
functions hosted by the 
local Elks Club. Bill de-
veloped many lasting 
friendships with these 
members.   In the winter-
time, you could find Bill 
at the local arena cheer-
ing on his sons in minor 
league hockey games or 
during the popular Elks 
hockey league or junior b 
Knights games. He could 
also be found next door 
at the curling rink as he 
enjoyed participating 
in this sport for many 
years.

Tragedy struck the 
family in December 
2006 when Bill’s lov-
ing wife Pearl suddenly 
passed.  He continued to 
live in the family home 
on his own, until 2011.  
Reluctantly, Bill moved 
from Shellbrook to Sas-
katoon to be closer to 
the boys.  He moved into 
an independent living 

facility named Parkville 
Manor.  He resided there 
for nine years and en-
joyed the friendships 
of many residents. He 
spent his last 3 months 
living with his son Paul 
and daughter-in-law 
Trudy.  This short time 
was enjoyed very much 
by the family.  

Bill was a very fine 
gentleman, always hum-
ble and kind. He never 
had a bad word to say 
about anyone. He was 
always cheery and would 
say hello to anybody. Bill 
was a dedicated father 
and family man. He will 
be greatly missed and 
fondly remembered al-
ways.  We love you Dad. 
God bless. 

Bill was survived by 
his sons Trevor (Wendy) 
and Paul (Trudy), his 
granddaughter Nicole, 
his sisters-in-law Joyce 
(Mark), & Betty, and 
his brother-in-law 
John (Joan).  As well as 
numerous nieces and 
nephews.

Bill was predeceased 
by his loving wife Pearl, 
his parents Fred & Eula, 
his brother Maurice, his 
brothers-in-law Bobby, 
Ray, Billy, Harold, 
Donny, Al, and Gerald, 
and his sisters-in-law 

Audrey and Marge.
Bill deserved a large 

celebration of his life for 
his dedication to Shell-
brook all those years 
and for being such a 
wonderful human be-
ing.  Unfortunately, the 
service will not be open 
to the public.  Due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, 
the funeral service is 
limited to immediate 
family only. Condolences 
can be left for the family 
on the MacKenzie Fu-
neral Home Website at 
https://mackenziecha-
pel.ca/book-of-memo-
ries/4582612/Housen-
William/index.php.  The 
service will be recorded, 
and once available can 
be viewed through the 
MacKenzie Funeral Cha-
pel website. In lieu of 
flowers, the family asks 
to please send dona-
tions to the Saskatch-
ewan Lung Association, 
2308 Arlington Avenue, 
Saskatoon, SK S7J 3l3, 
or go to www.lungsask.
ca.  Arrangements in 
care of MacKenzie Cha-
pel & Crematorium 
– Shellbrook Funeral 
Home.  Brian & Bev Sto-
bbs, Renee Phaneuf & 
Mark Gyoerick.  www.
MacKen z ie Chapel .c a 
306.763.8488. 

Obituaries
~

William “Bill” Housen

Sunni June Margaret 
Hubbard (née Davies)

On April 1, 2021 
our family circle was 
changed forever by the 
passing of Sunni June 
at the age of 88 years. 
Sunni was born in Ki-
nistino, Saskatchewan 
and grew up primarily 
in Henribourg. She was 
the youngest of four girls 
and excelled at sports 
and school. She attended 
high school as a board-
ing student in Prince 
Albert and then went on 
to nursing school, train-
ing at the Victoria Union 

Hospital in Prince Al-
bert.  She married Gor-
don in July 1963.

Sunni and Gordon 
raised their family in 
Leask; except for sev-
eral winters when they 
packed up and moved to 
various communities in 
Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan; so that Gordon 
could work as a hockey 
coach and player. Relo-
cating a family each year 
could not have been easy 
but she always said it 
was a good opportunity 
to clean house once a 
year. 

Sunni lived a life of 
service. She loved her 
career as a nurse; work-
ing first at Shellbrook 
Hospital and then as 
the Community Nurse 
for both Muskeg Lake 
and Mistawasis First 
Nations. She is remem-
bered not only for her 
compassion and her 
willingness to go the 
extra mile but also as a 

strong advocate for her 
patients.  Living in a ru-
ral community, Sunni 
was frequently asked to 
assist at accident scenes 
and support people with 
a variety of health emer-
gencies and needs. She 
never said no to any of 
those requests.

In addition to her full-
time work as a nurse, 
Sunni managed a very 
busy household of kids, 
gardened, fed hired 
men and took on part-
time jobs piercing ears 
and doing surveys.  She 
and Gordon built a very 
successful farming op-
eration. Gordon liked 
to joke that when Sunni 
and he married that she 
didn’t know which came 
first - swathing or com-
bining.

But the roles that 
Sunni enjoyed the most 
were that of wife, Mom 
and Grandma. The kids 
and grandkids remem-
ber all the special things 

she somehow man-
aged to organize such 
as the birthday parties, 
the Gingerbread house 
decorating, the holiday 
meals, the Easter egg 
hunts and the holiday 
decorations. There was 
always room at the table 
for whomever showed 
up at the door.  Her Oreo 
cookies, pies, popcorn 
balls and turtles were 
legendary. In her retire-
ment, she also had more 
time for crafts such as 
knitting and cross stitch.

Sunni’s life was a role 
model and inspiration 
for her family. She left 
behind a legacy of hard 
work, determination 
and attention to detail. 
She persevered no mat-
ter what she came up 
against.

She will be lovingly 
remembered by her 
husband of 57 years, 
Gordon; daughters 
Betty, Debbie (Dean 
Reidt) and Bonnie (Mike 

Walsh); sons Don (Neeru 
Kavia), Billy (Angela 
Schmiemann) and 
Myles (Bonnie). She will 
be dearly missed by her 
grandchildren: Jeremy, 
Kristen, Megan, Tyler 
(Tetinya), Courtney 
(Brody), Alicia (Chris), 
Tori, Paige, Jordan, 
Brooke, Ryan and Adam; 
and her four great-
grandchildren.  She is 
also survived by her 
sister Donna Schmid; 
sisters-in-law: Jean 
Scholton and Audrey 
Hubbard, brother-in-law 
Lloyd (Beryl) Hubbard; 
as well as numerous 
extended family.  She 
was predeceased by 
her first husband Alvin 
Halcro; son Allan; her 
parents J.C. and Betty 
Davies and her sisters 
Sylvia and Colleen.

Although we are glad 
that her struggle with 
pain and poor health are 
over, we will miss her 
presence in our lives. 

Her memory will live on 
in the lives of those she 
loved and who loved her.

Deep gratitude to 
Dr. Ali and the staff in 
Roughrider House at 
Parkland Integrated 
Health Centre in Shell-
brook for the dedicated 
and professional care 
they provided during 
the 17 months that she 
lived there. A celebra-
tion of Sunni’s life will 
be held when it is safe 
to gather together.  Me-
morial donations can 
be made to Parkland 
Integrated Health Cen-
tre, Box 70, Shellbrook, 
S0J 2E0.  Family and 
friends wishing to send 
online condolences may 
visit www.beaulacfu-
neralhome.com.  Ar-
rangements have been 
entrusted to the care 
of Beau “Lac” Funeral 
Home and Crematori-
um, Mark Muir - Funer-
al Director, Leask, SK. 
306-466-4822.

Sunni June Margaret Hubbard (née Davies)
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JONASSON – Rodney 
Morris

April 17th, 1952 – 
April 4th, 2021

It is with great sor-
row that we announce 
the passing of Rodney 
Morris Jonasson. With 
many loved ones by his 
side, he lost his battle 
to cancer on April 4th at 
the Shellbrook Hospital. 

Rodney is survived 
by his loving wife 
Cindy, his children; 
Melanie Quintal, 
Tianna (Matt) Brown, 
Tara (Ryan) Bunton, 
Justin Jonasson, his 
grandchildren; Ethan 

and Owen Ambros, 
Dexter and Korbyn 
Brown, and Kacen 
and Avianna Bunton, 
His mother, Margaret 
Jonasson, siblings; 
Marie Nickleson, Larry 
(Dianne) Jonasson, 
Lorna Britton, Linda 
(Ernest) Lepage, Randy 
Jonasson and many 
nieces and nephews. 
He is predeceased 
by his father Albin 
Jonasson, his sister 
Debbie Ledsham and 
his brothers in law; 
Art Britton and Ben 
Nickleson. 

Rodney was born on 
April 17th, 1952 in Big 
River, Saskatchewan. 
He was an amazing man 
who had (what seemed 
like endless amounts) 
of love and kindness to 
give. All who knew him 
felt his positive energy 
and calming nature. He 
loved camping, hunting, 
and being at the lake 
but his greatest joys in 
life were his grandkids 
and spending time vis-
iting with many fam-

ily and friends. He will 
be greatly missed and 
thought of often as he 
leaves many cherished 
memories behind.

There was a private 
family service held April 
8th, a recording of the 
Funeral Service will be 
available on the Beau 
“Lac” Funeral Home & 
Crematorium website 
within a few days of this 
service.  There will be a 
Celebration of Life and 
Interment held at a later 
date.

In lieu of other trib-
utes, donations in mem-
ory of Rodney may be 
made to the Shellbrook 
& Districts Health Ser-
vices Foundation.   Fam-
ily and friends wishing 
to send online condo-
lences are welcome to 
visit www.beaulacfu-
neralhome.com.  Ar-
rangements have been 
entrusted to Beau “Lac” 
Funeral Home & Cre-
matorium, Lori Saam, 
Funeral Director- Shell-
brook, SK 306-747-
2828.

Obituaries
~

Rodney Morris Jonasson

Marjorie “Juanita” 
Lindsay

September 18th, 1926 – 
March 13th, 2021

It is with grave hearts 
that we announce the 
passing of a loving mom, 
grandmother, and great 
grandmother. 

Left to cherish her 
memory is her daughter 
Dianne Wingerter, her 
grandchildren:

Barb (Ernie Heidt), 
Terry (Coralie) 
Wingerter, Bryan 
(Tammy) Wingerter, 
Kimberly (Alistair) 
Buchan

Her great 
grandchildren:

Danyelle (Brandon 
Gregoire) Heidt; 
Kolby (Jossa Danis) 
Heidt; Alyssa (Brodey) 
Chalifour; Devan 
(Brittany Lehman) 
Wingerter; Jayden 
(Hunter Muir) Wingerter; 
Jacelyn Wingerter; Ryan, 
Colin, Tyson Buchan and 
soon to be a great-great 
grandchild.

Juanita was 
predeceased by her 
husband George Lindsay 

of 58 years, son-in-law 
Robert (Bob) Wingerter 
in 2011, granddaughter 
Faith Marie Wingerter 
in 1973, her parents Bert 
and Triphena Mitchell, 
her siblings; Bill, Alec, 
Elaine, Idelle and Bev, 
and many sisters-in-laws 
and brothers-in-laws.

Juanita was born in 
Vanderhoof, B.C. to a lo-
cal farming family. In 
1944 her father passed 
away, Juanita then 18, 
with her mom moved to 
Vancouver. Juanita be-
came a telephone opera-
tor. Juanita and George 
married in Vancouver af-
ter the war and moved to 
Pinchi Lake, B.C. to work 
in the sawmill owned by 
George’s parents.

In 1953 they moved to 
Fort St. James so Dianne 
could attend school. At 
this time Juanita became 
in charge of the tele-
phone exchange, which 
lasted for 10 years, when 
it turned to automation. 
After this Juanita was 
a faithful worker of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company 
for 28 years. Juanita was 
involved in the Seniors 
group and Legion.

In her younger years 
she had a great love for 
outdoor activities, be it 
camping, fishing, quad-
ding or ski-dooing. She 
also was her own master 
fix-it, if she seen some-
thing needed doing, she 
was not afraid to tackle 
the project. 

In 2000 George had a 
massive stroke and they 
moved to the Mildred/

Spiritwood area to be 
closer to family. Juanita 
lived in a senior’s unit 
and made friends with 
many people although 
her heart remained in 
Fort St. James. In 2009 
Juanita became a resi-
dent of Evergreen Health 
Center in Leoville where 
she was well cared for 
and loved. 

She gave her opin-
ion on many things, her 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren can attest 
to that, whether it be a 
hairdo or your weight. 
But one never left with-
out a hug and a kiss from 
her. Juanita had a great 
love of dogs, over the 
years she had many in-
cluding “Shep” the nurs-
ing home dog. 

Over the years Juan-
ita suffered from many 
health issues. A benign 
growth leaving her loss 
of hearing in her right 
ear to numerous hip re-
pair and replacements, 
but never slowing her 
down. Juanita was laid 
to rest on March 20th, 
2021 beside her loving 
husband George in the 
Mildred South Cemetery. 
A big thank you to Ever-
green Health Centre for 
the awesome care she 
received while a resident. 

Donations in memory 
of Juanita may be made 
to Evergreen Nurs-
ing Home Resident and 
Family Council, Leoville, 
SK. Arrangements en-
trusted to Beau Lac Fu-
neral Home, Mark Muir 
Funeral Director.

Marjorie “Juanita” Lindsay

George Edward Morris
1931-2021
George Edward Mor-

ris passed away peace-
fully, at the age of 89, 
with his family by his 
side on Saturday April 
3, 2021 at the Shell-
brook Integrated Health 
Facility. George was 
born October 14, 1931 in 
Battleford, SK.

He grew up in Ave-
bury, SK and attended 
school until grade 7 at 
which time he went out 
and worked for local 
farmers.  He met the 
love of his life, Shirley, 
at the age of 20 and they 

celebrated their 65th 
wedding anniversary 
on June 29, 2018. While 
raising his family on 
the farm at Shell Lake, 
SK George wore many 
hats. He had a tractor 
and breaking plow, and 
he broke land for local 
farmers. He obtained 
the Dray Business haul-
ing goods from the train 
station to the local busi-
nesses. George had a 
contract to haul garbage 
for the town of Shell 
Lake for many years. He 
also had the coal busi-
ness in Shell Lake deliv-
ering coal to local farms 
and houses in town. In 
1955 he started the Mor-
ris Sanitation Business 
that his son Larry oper-
ates to this very day un-
der the same name.  He 
also owned and oper-
ated a School bus route 
for many years.   George 
was very well known 
and liked in his many 
business ventures.  
George and Shirley also 
ran a small purebred 
cattle operation for 

many years.  They also 
raised chickens, sold 
eggs, and cream. There 
were many family gath-
erings held at the farm 
with “Grandma” mak-
ing huge meals with all 
the produce from their 
huge garden. He was 
also a proud member 
of the Shell Lake Lions 
where he spent many 
hours volunteering his 
time in different proj-
ects in the community. 
George’s favorite pas-
time was visiting with 
family and friends.  This 
past year of visiting re-
strictions was very hard 
on him.

Later in life George 
with the help of his 
daughter Barb was able 
to locate and meet his 
biological family. He 
was happy to have met 
them. 

Near and dear to his 
heart were his adoptive 
parents and family 
Nellie and Bill Morris, 
brother Tom Henshaw 
(Esther), and his 3 
nieces whom he loved 

George Edward Morris

dearly Eileen Donahue, 
Carol Penner and Joyce 
Savoy.

George will be lovingly 
remembered by his 
children, Barb (Darryl) 
Dutchak of Saskatoon, 
Lyle (Rose-Ann) Morris 
of Shellbrook and Larry 
(Jessie) Morris of Shell 
Lake.

His Grandchildren, 
Sheryl (Denis) Lafond, 
Eddie Lehman (Tari-
Lynn), Chad  (Nadia) 
Lehman, Stephanie 
(Cory) Uzelman, Leanne 
Lehman (Brody), Craig 
Lehman (Dustin), Ron 
(Tania) Elliott, Chris 
(Allie) Morris and 
Caitlynn Morris.

His Great 
Grandchildren: Tyler 
(Shayleen) Lafond, Kelly, 
Erin (Jordan) and Carter 
Lafond, Jordan Bittner, 
Brandon, Taylor (Dyson)  
and Carson Lehman, 
Brittany (Devan), 
Miranda (Arthur), Braily 
Lehman, Jake Gordon, 
Bennet and Knox 
Uzelman, Seth and Liam 
Elliott, Maddox Lehman, 
Aurora, Clair and Kyara 
Morris.

G r e a t - g r e a t 
grandchildren: Kallia, 
Charlee  Bittner, and 
Violet Lafond.

Also, numerous nieces 
and nephews.

George was 

predeceased by his wife 
Shirley, two infant sons 
Richard and Dale, and 
his adoptive parents 
Nellie and Bill Morris, 
his biological mother 
Ethel Bendell his 
sister Anita Schneider, 
brothers Charlie and 
Raymond Bendell.

Due to COVID restric-
tions there will be a pri-
vate family celebration .   

In lieu of other trib-
utes, donations in mem-
ory of George may be 
made to the Shellbrook 
and Districts Health 
Services Foundation- 
Long Term Care Box 
33 Shellbrook, SK. S0J 
2E0.



Thanks to offence, Jays promise excitement
Toronto Blue Jays are 

going to score a ton of 
runs in 2021, and get 
huge TV ratings be-
cause of their explosive 
lineup, but rules of base-
ball insist that manager 
Charlie Montoyo put his 
team out in the field on 
defence for nine innings 
every day.

That could be the part 
that hurts. 

Toronto’s offence was 
ranked third-best in all 
of Major League Base-
ball by MLB.com’s An-
thony Castrovince (be-
hind only the Yankees 
and Dodgers), but un-
less Hyun-Jin Ryu — the 
only legitimate pitching 
star on the team — can 
pitch every other day, 
the Jays could lose al-
most as many as they 
win.

But what an offen-
sive lineup! And if the 
pitching somehow over-
achieves, Toronto might 
just make the playoffs 
and give hope to fans 
across Canada that a 
World Series title is pos-

sible.
The Jays, who will use 

Dunedin, Fla., as their 
home base for at least the 
first two months due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, 
have one of the most 
talented young teams 
in baseball. The trio of 
Vladimir Guerrero, Jr., 
Cavan Biggio and Bo Bi-
chette, all sons of former 
major leaguers and all 
entering their third year, 
are expected to blossom 
this year. The slimmer 
and quicker Guerrero, 
especially, is expected to 
have a breakout season, 
having lost about 30 
pounds in the off-season

But that’s not all. The 
Jays brain trust went out 
and signed free agent 
centerfielder George 
Springer, who was a 
member of the ‘Cheatin’ 
Astros in 2017 who won 
the World Series. He 
was probably the best 
free agent available and 
that the Jays were able 
to sign him ($150 mil-
lion for six years) offers 
proof that ownership is 

intent on winning.
Springer and the three 

aforementioned young-
sters have plenty of tal-
ent surrounding them. 
Teoscar Hernandez has 
25-30-home run poten-
tial and Lourdes Gurriel, 
Jr., is a future star. and 
power to spare (42 ca-
reer HR in 206 games). 
Another outfielder with 
pop is Randal Grichuk, 
who hit 12 homers in 
55 games in 2020. Mar-
cus Semien was another 
free-agent signing and 
while his stats pale in 
comparison to Spring-
er’s, he has enough pow-

er to put fear into oppos-
ing pitchers.

But ah, the pitch-
ing. After Ryu, the Jays 
are thin on the mound. 
None-household names 
Robby Rae, Nate Pear-
son and Tanner Roark 
fill out the other three 
rotation spots, with Ste-
ven Matz the fifth start-
er and out to prove that 
his 0-5 record and 9.68 
ERA with the Mets last 
year was an aberration. 
He was 11-10 with the 
Mets in 2019.

Injuries, hot streaks, 
breakout players …. who 
knows what will happen 
in the next six months? 
But it’s almost guaran-
teed that the Jays will 
never be out of a game, 
no matter how far be-
hind they might be. It 
may or may not be a 
championship season, 
but they’re going to be a 
fun team to watch.

• Comedy writer Brad 
Dickson of Omaha, who 
spent 13 years as a writer 
for Jay Leno’s NBC To-
night Show, about Leno’s 
lack of sports knowl-
edge: “(He would use) an 
elaborate set of notes in 
case anything came up 
that he didn’t know — 
for example, how many 

points a touchdown is 
worth or what’s meant 
by the word ‘dribble.’”

• Dickson again, on the 
night Terry Bradshaw 
was a Leno guest and 
how ‘stupid’ they acted 
together: “How stupid 
did they act? Picture 
Curly and Moe if Larry 
called in sick.”

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “Brian Cash-
man, GM of the Bronx 
Bombers, pays his ex 
more than $1 million 
annually in their divorce 
settlement. So Yankee 
Stadium isn’t his only 
costly diamond.”

• Greg Cote of the Mi-
ami Herald:  “A Miami 
Heat arena name change 
is at hand. It’s going 
from American Airlines 
Arena to FTX Arena, af-
ter a cryptocurrency ex-
change. Will players now 
be paid in Bitcoin?”

• PGA Tour player 
Chesson Hadley, who 
thought Joel Dahmen 
might party too much 
after winning his first 
PGA Tour title at the Co-
rales Puntacana Resort 
championship, on Twit-
ter: “I’m so happy for @
Joel_Dahmen! Abso-
lutely first class human. 
No chance he makes the 

charter tomorrow to San 
Antonio.”

• Dwight Perry of the 
Seattle Times: “Gov. 
Greg Abbott has lifted 
all COVID-19 restric-
tions in the Lone Star 
State, meaning the 
Texas Rangers’ home 
opener might be a sell-
out. The rules there are 
now so lenient that even 
catcher’s masks aren’t 
mandatory.”

• Another one from 
Perry: “And, in news 
about free agents, the 
Blue Jays signed George 
Springer, the Phillies 
signed J.T. Realmuto 
and the Royals slammed 
the door on Prince Har-
ry’s possible return.”

• Headline at TheOn-
ion.com: “Nelson Aghol-
or signs 2-year, 23-drop 
contract with Patriots.”

• Headline at Fark.
com: “NFL owners ap-
prove increased profits 
for NFL owners.”

• Another headline 
from fark.com: “The 
Pittsburgh Pirates sur-
prise a local health-care 
worker with tickets to 
the home opener. Hasn’t 
she suffered enough?”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

SportSSportS

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SUNDAY

Spiritwood - 11:15 a.m.
Leoville - 9:30 a.m.

Chitek Lake - Closed for 
the Season

Everyone Welcome
SATURDAY

Shell Lake - 2:00 p.m.
Medstead - 6 p.m. 

Father Ramel Macapeia 
-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Online Worship 
306-841-7333

Pastor Sarah Urano
-----------------------

SEVENTH DAY  
ADVENTIST

407 - 2nd Ave .E, 
Shellbrook

Sat., 9:45 am - 
Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am - Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398
-----------------------
MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 11:00 am

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 1st Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
3rd Sunday - 10 am 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------
Gideons International 

of Canada
Battlefords Camp

Phone Art Martynes 
(306) 389-4633

-----------------------
EVANGELICAL FREE

Mont Nebo
 Wed., 7:30 pm -

Bible Study & Prayer
  Sun., 10:30 am - Worship  
 Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY  CHURCH
Spiritwood

Sun., 11 am - Worship 
Service & Sunday School

-----------------------
BELBUTTE FULL 

GOSPEL
   11 am  Worship Service

  1st Sun., 7:30 pm 
- Hymn Sing

Pastor Floyd Berg
-----------------------

COWBOY  CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

Praise & WorshiP

12   Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com April 15, 2021

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

What happens when you don’t advertise?

Very little.



April 15, 2021                                                                 www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com        Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald   13

Shellbrook Chronicle

Business 
Directory

Shellbrook Chronicle

Business 
Directory

306-747-2442 • chads@sbchron.com

INSURANCE

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook  306-747-2896
Canwood  306-468-2227
Leask  306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health 
& Hail Insurance

Motor License Issuer

ELECTRICIAN

Residential, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

Wiring & Trenching
Skid Steer Service

Jake Verbonac 
306-747-9073

Serving Shellbrook 
& Surrounding area

&J H Electric

FUNERAL SERVICES

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBING

Your Guide to
Home Services &
Repair Professionals

HEARING

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

LAWYER

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

FUNERAL SERVICES

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded

ELECTRIC
•R

ESIDENTIAL •C
O

M
M

E
R

CIAL • FARM • IN

D
U

S
T

R
IA

L

ELECTRICAL
Spiritwood Herald

Business 
Directory

Spiritwood Herald

Business 
Directory

306-747-2442 • chads@sbchron.com
PLUMBING

Jake’s 
    Plumbing & Heating

Furnaces, boilers, water heaters & 
softeners, garage unit heaters, air 

conditioners, reverse osmosis systems, 
fire places, gas fitting and more 

Red Seal Interprovincial 
Journeyman Plumber

Licensed General Gasfitter
Guaranteed workmanship

306-280-0743

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

Each Office is 
Independently 

Owned and 
Operated

306.883.7449

Heather Sarrazin, REALTOR®

Licensed to trade in residential, agricultural, and 
commercial real estate.

LAKE COUNTRY’S LOCAL REALTOR®

REAL ESTATE

CONSTRUCTION
 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

Co-Jack 
Construction Ltd.
• Complete Building Renovations

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Basements • Painting • Decks 

• Insurance Claims 
• Free Estimates

Brad Pearson
co-jack@sasktel.net

Cell: 306.824.0184

CONSTRUCTION

ACCOUNTING

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

TRUCKING

Grain, Fertilizer, or Pellet Hauling
Call/Text: 780-872-3324

Email: Northcountry06@outlook.com
Owners: Ed & Faryn Anderson



The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
SWNA Blanket Classifieds

Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 
Cost for 25 words:

Saskatchewan market ..............$209.00
   One Zone  ............................$86.00
   Two Zone ..........................$123.00
Alberta market .......................$269.00
Manitoba market ...................$189.00
BC market .............................$395.00
Ontario market ......................$439.00
   Western Ontario  .................$155.00   
   Central Ontario  ..................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario ..................$145.00
   Northern Ontario  ..................$90.00
Quebec market
   English ...............................$240.00
Atlantic market ......................$200.00
Across Canada  ..................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French)  ................$986.00

Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 4 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 
NOTICE

This newspaper accepts advertisements in good 
faith. We advise that it is in your interest to 
investigate offers personally. Publications by this 
paper should not be taken as an endorsement of  
the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people weekly. 

Personal Classifieds: 
$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ additional 

words for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.00/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches - $52.00 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$75.00 + $3.75 (GST) = $78.75/year

FOR SALE – Acreage 
older farm machin-
ery; ‘91 F250 4X4; 
coop manure spread-
er; roping saddles 
and tack. PH: 306-
446-4674  4-18 

FOR SALE – Two 
slip tanks and two 
storage tanks, 500 
and 1000 gallon with 
pumps. Call 306-466-
7732.  3-16

MIDNIGHT STAR 
RANCH – PB 
Black Angus Bulls, 
Private Treaty. Low 
to moderate feed 
ration, extensive 
vitamin and mineral 
program, semen 
tested, up to date 
vaccinations, low to 
moderate birthing 
weights. 4km south 
of Shellbrook 
Campground on 
pavement. Watch 
for signs! West side. 
We don’t just raise 
bulls, we develop 
them. Special 
thanks to past and 
present customers
Cell: 306-747-9559 
Home: 306-747-3321
 14-25

BULLS FOR SALE 
– Big Valley Charo-
lais, polled yearlings 
& long yearlings, 
breeding for calving 
ease, good tempera-
ments, milk and hair 
coats. Contact Ervin 
Lavallee at Mayfair: 
306-246-4673 or call/
text 306-549-7485. 
 4-16

RED AND BLACK 
quality Salers 
purebred registered 
bulls and replace-
ment heifers for 
sale. Robert Stieb 
306-747-3302  8-17

BLACK ANGUS 
BULLS FOR SALE 
– by Private Treaty. 
A good selection of 
responsibly bred 
and fed 2 year olds, 
ready to work for 
you. Also develop-
ing a pen of year-
ling bulls for those 
interested for later 
use, new bloodlines 
from Power Weight; 
First Class; Big 
Time; Tour of Duty; 
Resource; and 
Upward. Reasonably 
priced. Please call 
Christopher @ West 
Cowan Apiaries 306-
469-4970 or 306-469-
7902  18-25 

BLACK AND RED 
Angus Yearling and 
2 yr. old Bulls on 
moderate growing 
ration. Adrian or 
Brian and Elaine 
Edwards, Valleyhills 
Angus – Glaslyn, SK. 
PH: 306-441-0946 or 
306-342-4407.  21-25

FOR SALE – One 
year old laying hens, 
$3 a piece, dead 
or alive. Ph: Frank 
306-466-6912 before 
April 19.  3-15

FOR SALE – Com-
mon high digestible 
green feed oat seed, 
97% germ. Phone 
306-466-4466 or 306-
466-7566.  8-18

GROWER DIRECT 
– Smooth Brome, 
Meadow Brome, 
Alfalfa, Timothy, 
Clovers, Cicer 
Milkvetch, custom 
blends available. 
Delivery available. 
306-342-4290 or 306-
342-7695, Siklenka 
Seeds, Glaslyn, Sask.
 15-24

WANTED – A small 
riding garden trac-
tor/tiller in good con-
dition. Call Sandra 
306-468-2734 3-17

WANTED – Mid 90s 
Ford F250. Prefer 
7.3 but will look at 
all, box condition no 
problem, in reason-
able mechanical 
condition. Ph: Ernie 
306-961-9148 2-15

SHELLBROOK 
MOTEL hiring for 
one laundry and 
one housekeeping 
position. Please call 
or drop off resume at 
motel. 306-747-2631 
 TF

IN HOME Childcare 
Provider for two kids  
(4 & 2 yrs old.) while 
parents at work, 
plus light housekeep-
ing. $14/hr. Loca-
tion – Spiritwood. 
Full-time. Apply by 
email – quilopren@
gmail.com  4-15

Find peace & pur-
pose in life. Enrol in 
our free, online, easy 
to understand Bible 
lessons. Amazing-
factsministries Inc. 
Canada, Box 449, 
Creston, British 
Columbia, V0B 1G0 
 4-17

The family of 
Marjorie “Juanita” 
Lindsay would like 
to thank everyone 
for the messages 
and phone calls of 
condolences on the 
passing of our mom, 
grandma, great 
grandma. We would 
especially like to 
a say a great big 
thank-you to staff 
and residents of 
Leoville Evergreen 
Health Center. You 
made a home away 
from home for 
mom with so much 
love and caring. 
You are certainly 
angels. Thank you 
to Delores Beaulac 
for doing such a 
lovely service at the 
graveside. To Beau 
“Lac” Funeral Home, 
thank you for your 
compassionate and 
caring service.
Dianne Wingerter, 

Barb, Terry, Bryan, 
and Kim and families
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R & D Tax 
Service

Income Tax Prep
Co-op Building 

Centre (formerly
E & B Lumber)

511 Service Rd. East 
Shellbrook

MON. to FRI.,
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Rosalyn or Donna

306-747-4344

COMING 
EVENTS

SERVICESFEED & SEED

HELP WANTED

LIVESTOCK FOR SALE

HENS FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

WANTED

In Loving Memory 
of our parents
W.S. (Bill) Wyatt - 
March 31, 2002 & 
Margaret Wyatt - 
April 16, 2016
Always in our 

thoughts
Forever in our 

hearts
We miss you 

everyday
Lester, Margie, 
Raymond & 
Families  1-15

MOBILE 
TIRE SERVICE 

& REPAIR
Agricultural
Industrial

Commercial 

• New & Used Tires 
Supply & Install
• Fluid Services

• 24 Hour Emergency 
Roadside Assistance

306-747-4000

21043CB0

AUCTIONS

It’s Easy
to place 

a classified!

Phone
 306-747-2442

Fax:
306-747-3000

Email: 
chads@

sbchron.com
Classifieds Work!

306-747-2442

Zero In 
On New

Employees 
Classifieds

Work!

306-747-2442

Make Money 
With The 
Classifieds

Sell your stuff with 
a little help from the 
Shellbrook 
Chronicle

Spiritwood 
Herald 

20 words for only 
$16.00 plus GST 

$8.00  for each 
additional week

• Additional words 20¢
306-747-2442

chads@
sbchron.com

Buying? Selling?
Try the Classifieds!

306-747-2442

CARD
OF THANKS

MEMORIAMS

Buy! Buy!
Sell! Sell! 
Classifieds

Work!
306-747-2442

Too much stuff in the 
basement?

Place a classified!
turn your ‘Stuff’ into ‘Cash’

p: 306-747-2442
f: 306-747-3000

e: chads@sbchron.com
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By Jackie Bantle 
“What is the best potato to grow?” is 

one of the most common questions that 
I often hear from eager vegetable gar-
deners.  According to the World Cata-
logue of Potato Varieties (co-edited by 
Lukie Pieterse and Uwe Hils), there are 
at least 4500 cultivated varieties of po-
tatoes in over 100 countries around the 
world.  The best potato for you to grow 
depends on the end use.

Potato cultivars typically found in 
Saskatchewan can be organized into 
one of four categories: white, russet, 
red or novelty.  Red skinned potato 
varieties are recommended for boiling 
since their flesh is usually more wa-
tery.  Russet varieties generally have 
more solids/tuber and usually become 
mushy when boiled.  Potatoes that are 
high in solids are preferred for frying 
as they use less oil.  The cooking quali-
ties of white skinned and novelty pota-
toes are dependent on the variety.  

Traditional potato varieties on the 
Prairies have included mainstays like 
Russet Burbank(formerly known as 
‘Netted Gem’).  Russet Burbank has a 
dry texture and is excellent as a bak-
ing potato or French fry but often turns 
mushy when boiled.  Growing Russet 
Burbank can be challenging in a dry 
climate like the Prairies as this vari-
ety is prone to hollow heart (i.e. holes 
in the centre of the potato) and knobs 
when moisture conditions fluctuate 
during the growing season.  Better 

choices for drier fleshed 
potatoes that are good 
for baking or French fries 
include Goldrush, Gem-
star Russet, Umatilla and 
Ranger Russet. 

Pontiac was the tradi-
tional ‘red-skinned’ potato 
variety grown on the Prai-
ries for many years.  Pon-
tiac is early maturing, rec-
ommended for boiling and 
usually produces excellent 
yields of large sized tubers.  
However, Pontiac is also 
known for its intense scab 
problems, hollow heart and 
deep eyes.  

Norland (red skin) was 
registered as a variety in 
1960 and is still one of the 
most popular red potato varieties for 
Prairie gardeners.  Norland’s skin is 
a brighter red than Pontiac and does 
not oversize as quickly as the Pontiac.  
Norland is early maturing, somewhat 
resistant to scab and has excellent boil-
ing qualities.  

Other red skinned potato cultivars 
recommended for the Prairie garden 
include; Viking (early maturing, over-
size tubers late in the season), San-
gre (mid-season maturing, excellent 
boiling, medium sized tubers) and AC 
Peregrine (mid to late season matu-
rity, uniform size and shape, resistant 
to scab, the best storage variety of the 

reds).
Two purple skinned cultivars with 

bright white flesh that perform well in 
the Prairie garden are Purple Viking 
(early-maturing, large tubers and ex-
cellent flavour) and Caribe (mid-season 
maturity with good flavour).  

Shepody is an excellent flavoured 
white skinned potato recommended 
for boiling, French frying and baking.  
Shepody tends to produce oversize tu-
bers later in the season and is suscep-
tible to scab and hollow heart.  Adora, 
an early-maturing, light yellow fleshed 
potato is recommended for boiling and 
baking.  

Yukon Gold (good yields, boiling, 
bake or fried) and Bintje (late matur-
ing with excellent yields of small to 
medium sized potatoes) are deeper yel-
low fleshed cultivars recommended for 
their flavour.  

Some unique potato varieties to try 
include: Banana or French Fingerling 
(long to banana-shaped, small, yellow-
fleshed tubers), Russian  Blue (purple 
skin and purple flesh) or All Red (red 

skin and red flesh).  
Always plant certified 

potato seed, preferably 
seed that is grown locally.  
Purchasing local potato 
seed grown by experienced 
Saskatchewan seed potato 
growers reduces the risk of 
spreading devastating po-
tato and soil diseases.  

Although it is tempting to 
plant potato tubers early, if 
the soil is too cold (below 
10°C), certain fungal dis-
eases can rot seed tubers in 
the ground or result in dis-
ease issues like rhizoctonia 
(the black ‘dirt’ that won’t 
wash off your potatoes at 
harvest time).  

To get an early start on 
potatoes without risking disease is-
sues, try green sprouting your potato 
seed tubers. At least 10-14 days before 
planting out, spread potato tubers out 
in a single layer in a brightly lit location.  
Ideally, the air temperature should be 
near 20°C with high humidity.  Warm 
temperatures will encourage the po-
tatoes to sprout while bright light will 
prevent the sprouts from elongating.  
Higher humidity prevents the potato 
tubers from drying out.  Potato tuber 
sprouts should be less than 2.5cm long, 
dark green in color and may have small 
leaves forming.  These green sprouted 
potato seeds will have been growing 
for two weeks under ideal conditions 
indoors before being placed outside in 
the warm soil (15°C+).  When planting 
outdoors, take care not to break off the 
developing sprouts.

This column is provided courtesy of 
the Saskatchewan Perennial Society 
(SPS; saskperennial@hotmail.com). 
Check our website saskperennial.ca) 
or Facebook page (facebook.com/
saskperennial).
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What is the best potato to grow?

Potato varieties grown in Saskatchewan at harvest time. 
Photo credit: Jackie Bantle.
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NOTICE
TO OUR READERS

Please take only as many 
newspapers from our newspaper 

bins as need to be read.

If you’re looking for newsprint paper, 
please contact us and we can 

arrange a bundle(s) of recycled paper 
for your use at no charge.

Contact us at 306-747-2442.

Thank you for your understanding.

Sask. introduces civilian-led 
model for police oversight

Saskatchewan has intro-
duced The Police (Serious 
Incident Response Team) 
Amendment Act, 2021.  
This change implements 
a civilian-led independent 
Serious Incident Response 
Team (SIRT) to investigate 
serious incidents involv-
ing police officers.

“The Government of 
Saskatchewan under-
stands the importance 
of transparent oversight 
of serious policing inci-
dents,” Justice Minister 
and Attorney General 
Gordon Wyant said in a 
statement.  “The proposed 
changes are the next step 
to enhancing police over-

sight and ensuring public 
trust.”

Acting under a Civilian 
Executive Director, SIRT 
members will investigate 
all matters where a per-
son has suffered a sexual 
assault, serious injury, or 
death while in the custody 
of the police or as a result 
of the actions of a police 
officer.  Investigations 
may also be conducted 
in other incidents where 
the Executive Director 
believes it is in the public 
interest to do so.

The proposed amend-
ments ensure the SIRT 
includes Indigenous rep-
resentation by requiring 

an appointment of a First 
Nations or Métis commu-
nity liaison if the victim is 
of First Nations or Métis 
ancestry.  Appointed liai-
sons will assist the Execu-
tive Director and perform 
functions such as coordi-
nating with the family of 
the victim and advising 
investigators on commu-
nity interactions.  The Ex-
ecutive Director will also 
have discretion to appoint 
a community liaison in all 
other matters.

The SIRT is expected to 
become operational in the 
fall of 2021, once staffing 
and training are complet-
ed.
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