
Spiritwood Museum gains fifth building

Anderson Moving Company floated the Zarudski log cabin from Mildred to the Spiritwood and District Mueseum.

The Spiritwood and District Mu-
seum was fortunate to have a building 
donated to add to their collection this 
past March. The log cabin, which used 
to stand out at Mildred, was owned by 
the Zarudski family. 

The original cabin was built in the 
late 1920s when Walter and Sophie Za-
rudski’s parents immigrated to Cana-
da and settled down in the area. Over 
the years, the building had begun to 
deteriorate so the siblings decided to 
have a replica built on the same site 
to use as a summer house. All of the 
original furnishings were kept in the 
replica.

In recent years the building was not 
getting much use, so Walter and So-
phie made a decision to donate it to 
the Spiritwood and District Museum 
along with all of the original furnish-
ings, kitchen items, and décor. 

The Zarudskis donated half of the 
money to have the building floated in 
to town while the remaining half came 
from the museum’s funds. Fundrais-
ing bake sales, looking after funeral 
lunches, and donations were the main 
ways that the museum obtains funds 
according to Vice President Roberta 
Wasden. 

The log cabin, which has an entire-

ly wood interior, has two small bed-
rooms with an L-shaped kitchen and 
living area. 

Roberta, along with other members 
of the Spiritwood and District Mu-
seum were out on March 13 to watch 
the building get moved into town. The 
move was done by Anderson Moving 
Company from Prince Albert, which 
brought the building to town via High-
way 3. The building was transferred 
from the trailer to its foundation on 
Monday, March 15. 

The museum members were all very 
excited to add the log cabin to their 
building collection and are hoping to 

be open this summer, dependant on 
COVID-19 restrictions. The buildings 
they have are filled with “anything 
you could want to find,” according to 
Roberta. They have a plethora of agri-
cultural tools, crafts, and community 
organization items from the surround-
ing area and a few from beyond.

Despite not being able to host their 
usual fundraisers like the popular pre-
Easter bake sale, the museum has been 
fortunate to continue receiving dona-
tions throughout the year. Normally, 
the museum would be open through 
the months of July and August and 
would be staffed by a summer student.
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Deficit grows in Sask Party’s second pandemic budget
In its second budget delivered un-

der the global COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Saskatchewan Party government 
projects optimism, even as it predicts 
its revenues and expenses will leave it 
with $2.6 billion worth of red ink.

That’s the deficit projection in the 
province’s 2021-22 budget, which was 
released Tuesday afternoon and fore-
casts a steady improvement in Sas-
katchewan’s fiscal path over the next 
three years.

The deficit projection is based on an 
anticipated $14.5 billion in revenues, 
thanks to across-the board increases 
in revenue sources, the introduction of 
a tax on vaping and no-burn tobacco 
products, and a new road use fee for 
electric vehicles. 

Meanwhile, expenses are expected to 
rise by $1 billion, reaching $17.1 billion 
in the fiscal year.

Despite this, and despite the fact that 
the COVID-19 pandemic forced it to 
abandon its initial promise to balance 
the budget by 2024, the Saskatchewan 
government is setting a new goal for re-
turning to the black. 

In its projections, it will record a $1.7 
billion deficit in 2022-2023, followed 
by a $1.2 billion deficit in 2023-2024 
and a $770 million deficit in 2024-25, 
before returning to balance in 2026-27.

“This Budget builds. This Budget 
ensures Saskatchewan is ready for 
growth, as our economy recovers and 
more investment comes into our prov-
ince,” wrote Finance Minister Donna 
Harpauer in her minister’s message in-
troducing the budget.

“The 2021-22 Budget charts a clear 
course for our province through the re-
mainder of the pandemic and into the 
strong recovery that will follow.”

So what can the people of Saskatch-
ewan expect for all of the red ink?

For starters, continued investment in 
the province’s COVID-19 response. The 
province has dedicated $4.8 billion in 
supports to help people and businesses 
weather the storm of the pandemic, 
$1.5 billion of which will be in the 
2021-2022 financial playbook.

This includes $90 million through 
the Ministry of Health for the provi-
sion of testing equipment, personal 

protective equipment, 
and funding for addi-
tional operating costs 
due to the pandemic, 
including the mass vac-
cine rollout, support for 
contact tracing mea-
sures, the expansion of 
testing and assessment 
sites, and additional lab 
capacity. 

There will also be  fur-
ther $20.7 for the Safe 
Schools Plan, to provide 
necessary supports to 
classrooms across the 
province.

On the healthcare 
side, this year’s budget 
sets a record of $6.54 
billion in spending, up 
$359.0 million or 5.8 
per cent from last year’s 
budget. This increase 
includes the aforemen-
tioned $90 million for 
the province’s pandemic 
response plan.

As part of the healthcare spending, 
the Saskatchewan Health Authority 
will receive a $3.96 billion operating 
grant, while mental health and addic-
tions service will see a record $458 
million investment.

The mental health spending includes 
$7.2 million for targeted mental health 
and addictions services, including 
specific youth-focused initiatives, in-
vestments in suicide prevention and 
expansion of harm reduction and ad-
dictions treatment.

The province will also look to right 
the ship in long-term care, after the 
pandemic hit facilities across the prov-
ince especially hard throughout 2020. 
To this end, the budget includes $6 mil-
lion to hire 100 continuing care aides 
as part of a broader three-year, $18.4 
million plan to hire a total of 300 aides.

Elsewhere, seniors will see their am-
bulance fees cut to $135 from $275, and 
the province will spend $1.4 million to 
put an additional STARS helicopter in 
the skies.

On education, the government is ex-
pecting to spend $3.75 billion this fis-
cal year, up $391.3 or 11.6 per cent from 
the 2020-21 budget.

Of this, $2.66 billion will cover K-12 
education, with $1.96 billion going to 
the province’s school divisions, and 
$678.5 million will go to post-second-
ary education.

The government is also increasing 
the Saskatchewan Advantage Scholar-
ship to $750 from $500, and increas-
ing childcare funding by $75.5 million. 
This increase will create an additional 
176 new licensed home-based spaces 
and 51 new licensed centre spaces, as 
part of the province’s four-year com-
mitment to provide 750 new licensed 
child care spaces.

Social services also sees a modest in-
crease in its budget, climbing to $1.56 
billion from $1.49 billion last year.

Factored into this increase is an addi-
tional $3.5 million for the Senior’s In-
come Plan, which will increase month-
ly payments by $30 starting July 1. 
There’s also a $19 million increase to 
the Saskatchewan Assured Income for 
Disability program, and $9.1 million to 
address current and anticipated needs 

of people with intellectual disabilities.
The province is also giving a $6.7 

million funding boost to third-party 
service providers, including $4.2 mil-
lion to those working with people with 
intellectual disabilities, and $2.5 mil-
lion to those working with at-risk youth 
and families.

As a key pillar of the government’s 
pandemic recovery plan, capital spend-
ing will total $3.1 billion for the 2021-
2022 fiscal year. This includes $162 
million for healthcare capital, with 
$7.6 million earmarked for an 80-bed 
long-term care facility in La Ronge and 
$1.4 million designated for ongoing 
work and design plans for the Victoria 
Hospital in Prince Albert.

The capital budget also includes $830 
million to maintain provincial roads in 
highways, with $520.1 million being 
invested in twinning Highway 3 west 
of Prince Albert and multiple stimulus 
passing lane projects on Highways 2, 3, 
12, 14 and 16.

Rounding out the infrastructure 
budget, the government anticipates 
spending $189.9 million on education 
capital.

In a low-key year for agriculture, the 
portfolio will see funding of $386.9 
million. This is an increase of $23.1 
million, or six per cent.

Of this, $150.1 million will go to the 
Crop Insurance Program and provide 
average coverage of $275 per acre. A 
further $32.9 million is earmarked for 
agriculture research.

In a few miscellaneous budget items, 
the province’s Vaccine and Infectious 
Disease Organization will receive $4 
million, in addition to previous $15 
million commitment to support the 
Centre for Pandemic Research, and 
$4.2 million to support vaccine devel-
opment and construction of a vaccine 
manufacturing facility.

Municipal Revenue Sharing, mean-
while, will be totalled at $276, and the 
budget factors in a few previous an-
nouncements, including the one-time 
SGI rebate, the 10 per cent cut in Sask-
Power bills, the reduction of the small 
business tax rate to 0 per cent, and the 
Saskatchewan Home Renovation Tax 
Credit.

NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
OF ASSESSMENT ROLL

R.M. OF CANWOOD NO. 494
Notice is hereby given that the Assessment Roll for the Rural 
Municipality of Canwood No. 494 for the year 2021 has been 
prepared and is open to inspection at the Office of the Assessor 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on the following days: Monday to 
Friday, April 9, 2021, to June 9, 2021. 
A bylaw pursuant to Section 214 of The Municipalities Act has 
been passed, and the assessment notices have been sent as 
required.
Any person wishing to discuss the Notice of Assessment or 
potential appeal may contact the Assessor at 306-468-2014 
(R.M.) or 1-800-667-5203 (SAMA).
Any person who wishes to appeal an assessment is required 
to file a “Notice of Appeal to the Board of Revision,” by June 
9, 2021, with Aileen Swenson, Secretary to the Board of 
Revision, 31 Wilkie Rd., Regina, Sask., S4S 5Y3, (secretary@
gkplus.com) along with the applicable fees(s), made payable 
to the R.M. of Canwood No. 494, which will be returned if the 
appeal is successful.
Dated at Canwood, Saskatchewan, this 8th day of April, 2021.
Lorna Benson, Assessor

TOWN OF BIG RIVER
NOTICE OF PREPARATION 

OF ASSESSMENT ROLL
Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll for the Town 
of Big River for the year 2021 has been prepared and is open to 
inspection at the office of the Assessor from 8:30 a.m. to noon and 
1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. on the following days: Monday to Friday, 
April 9th, 2021 to June 8th, 2021.

A bylaw pursuant to section 214 of The Municipalities Act has been 
passed and the assessment notices have been sent as required.

Any person wishing to discuss the notice of assessment or 
potential appeal may contact the Assessor at 306-469-2112 (Town 
of Big River) or 1-800-667-5203 (SAMA).

Any person wishing to appeal an assessment is required to file a 
“Notice of Appeal to the Board of Revision”, by June 8th, 2021, with 
Aileen Swenson, Secretary to the Board of Revision, 31 Wilkie 
Rd., Regina, SK, S4S 5Y3, (secretary@gkplus.com), along with the 
applicable fee of $100.00, made payable to the Town of Big River, 
which will be returned if the appeal is successful.

Dated at Big River, Saskatchewan this 9th day of April, 2021.

Noreen Olsen
Assessor

Spiritwood, SK 
  � www.martodammotors.com“Your One Stop Dealer”

HELP WANTED

As an Agriculture Equipment Service Technician, 
you will be responsible for the inspection, 

diagnosis, repair, and service of equipment in our 
service shop. Qualified candidates will possess 

the following skills/qualities:
•	 Overall mechanical ability
•	 Experience and/or formal trade training in 

Agricultural Equipment Mechanics
•	 Strong computerized diagnostic skills using OEM 

specific programs
•	 Proficiency reading and interpreting hydraulic & 

electric schematics
•	 Commitment to customer service and pride in 

quality workmanship
•	 Positive and team-oriented attitude 

Job Types: Full-time, Permanent, Apprenticeship

Salary: $50,000 – $100,000 per year
*Depending on experience*

To apply call Tyler at 
306-883-2045 or send resume to 

tfisher@martodammotors.com

Martodam 
Motors 

is looking for One 
or Two Agricultural 
Service Technicians

*Kms and price in thousands. Taxes not included in price.

Toll Free 1-800-667-3353
#2 Highway West, Watrous, SK DL907154

www.centennialford.sk.ca

PICK OF 
THE WEEK

(9853UA) 

2008 Chev Equinox 
LT AWD

3.4L-V6/ Remote Entry/ 
Remote Start/ Alum Wheels/ 
Moon Roof/ Burgundy Red 

104kms*    

$9,995*
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With new daily COVID-19 cases ticking 
upwards, the Saskatchewan Rivers Public 
School Division (SRPSD) has identified a 
case at Shellbrook Elementary School.

The single case was announced by SRPSD 
director of education, Robert Bratvold, on 
Saturday evening after being confirmed by 
the Saskatchewan Health Authority. 

The affected classroom, connected staff, 
and the broader school community have 
been made aware of the case, which im-
pacts one Grade 2 classroom at Shellbrook 
Elementary School. 

That classroom, and the connected staff 
members, will have to isolate until April 10. 
However, since there is no evidence the case 
was transmitted or acquired at the school, 
Bratvold says in person learning is slated to 
resume following the Easter 
breaks.

“Schools remain safe plac-
es to learn. Both the Local 
Medical Health Officer and 
the provincial Chief Medi-
cal Health officer continue to 
indicate that because of the 
protocols in place, schools 
are safe and are not signifi-
cant source of transmission,” 
Bratvold said in a statement.

“The division deeply ap-
preciates the support that 
students, parents and com-
munity members have dem-
onstrated, especially as 
the number of cases in our 
region climb. We all share 
responsibility to minimize 
the risk of COVID transmis-

sion.”
Despite the challenges, Bratvold says it’s 

important that students, families and com-
munity members continue to:

•	 be diligent in performing the daily 
health screening and self-monitoring;

•	 stay home if ill;
•	 call the HealthLine at 811 if exhibiting 

COVID-19 symptoms;
•	 practice proper hand hygiene;
•	 maintain physical distancing as much as 

possible;
•	 wear a mask when appropriate; and
•	 do whatever we can to keep each other 

safe.
As always, no further details about any 

of the case will be shared out of respect for 
privacy.

Big River completes water system upgrades
As the Town of Shellbrook continues to pursue the 

idea of building a water pipeline in partnership with 
the Prince Albert Rural Water Utility and surrounding 
Rural Municipalities, the Town of Big River has quietly 
completed major upgrades to its own water treatment 
and distribution system.

The multi-year project began in 2017, when the Town 
of Big River submitted an infrastructure project grant 
application under the New Building Canada Fund’s 
Provincial-Territorial Infrastructure Component 
Small Communities Fund program.

The application for the project, which bore an es-
timated price tag of $3.3 million, was eventually ap-
proved, with funding to be divided equally between 
the Town of Big River, the provincial government, and 
the federal government.

The project began in the summer of 2018, starting 
with work on the sewer lift station wet well, including 
the installation of two discharge submersible sewer 
pumps and a rail assembly. According to a Town of Big 
River brief on the project, this upgrade was made to 
accommodate the increase in excess water that would 
result from the planned transition to a reverse osmosis 
water system.

In its brief, the town says reverse osmosis was the 
preferred water treatment system option because it 
would reduce ammonia concentrations and improve 
the overall treated water quality.

Work continued in two parts in 2019, starting with 
the installation of two new water wells in the summer 

and the beginning of the water treatment plant expan-
sion in December.

Finally, in July of 2020, the Town completed con-
struction of a new pump house at its remote reservoir, 
then installed approximately 450 metres of new supply 
line for the distribution system to increase water pres-
sure on Waite Street.

The raw water lines from the new wells were tied into 
the water treatment plant, and the new water treat-
ment system was deemed operational as of December 
of 2020.

As per the Town of Big River’s project brief, the full 
project included: 

Building upgrades to the existing Water Treatment 
Plant including: construction of a building expansion 
for a pre-treatment filtration system and a reverse os-
mosis treatment unit, heating and ventilation, and re-
lated mechanical, controls, and electrical system.;

Raw water supply and upgrades included drilling and 
installation of two new water wells (one pumping well 
and one back up well), raw water supply piping, hydro-
geological research, rehabilitation of one existing well, 
four well pumps, gravel and fencing around the new 
wells, and decommissioning of the two existing wells;

Distribution system revisions included  the con-
struction of a pump house building, construction of 
approximately 450 meters of a new supply pipeline to 
the elevated reservoir pumps, mechanical and electri-
cal;  and

Replacement of two pumps, rail installation, and 

electrical to the sewer lift station.
The Chronicle reached out to the Town of Big River 

for more information regarding what necessitated the 
project, but didn’t hear back prior to publication.

21043PM0 
21044PM0

TOWN OF SHELLBROOK
www.townofshellbrook.ca

The Town of Shellbrook currently has an excellent
opportunity for a part-time Customer Service

Representative/Office Assistant.

If you are enthusiastic, enjoy a challenge and love
working with the public in a fast-paced office

environment; then we want you on our team! In this
role, you will need the ability to multi-task & pay close 

attention to detail. Excellent communication and
problem solving skills will be beneficial. A strong 

background in Microsoft Office is required.

Competition closes when a suitable candidate is found.

Résumés may be submitted to the Town Office at

71 Main Street, or by

mail: Box 40, Shellbrook, SK, S0J 2E0
email: cao@townofshellbrook.ca

fax: (306) 747-3111

Rabbit Lake Housing Authority
Maintenance/Caretaker 

Contract Position
The Rabbit Lake Housing Authority is now accepting 
applications for a Contract Maintenance/Caretaker.
The Housing Authority manages 7 senior units located in 
Rabbit Lake.
The successful candidate will report to the Board of Directors 
and be responsible for regular seasonal ground maintenance 
and for performing minor repairs. Basic working knowledge of 
carpentry, plumbing, heating, electrical, appliance repair and 
general maintenance is an asset. Must be able to perform 
manual labour and lifting tasks.  
For further details, please contact Joan Dzialo at 306-230-8296.
Please submit written resume and remuneration expectations 
by April 10, 2021 to:

Attention: Marlene Martens, Chairperson
Rabbit Lake Housing Authority

Box 128
Rabbit Lake, SK  S0M 2L0

COVID case identified at 
Shellbrook Elementary
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OpinionOpinion
The vaccine lies must end

What do polio, 
smallpox, diphtheria, 
mumps,  measles, and 
rubella all have in com-
mon? 

They’re all highly in-
fectious – sometimes 
even fatal – diseases, of 
course. 

But they’re also 
names you rarely hear 
anymore, thanks in no 
small part to vaccines.

Vaccines aren’t per-
fect, mind you. Their 
very nature means there 
is always a risk of adverse side ef-
fects, and, in exceedingly rare cas-
es, death.

But ask yourself this: would you 
rather live in a world in which polio 
kills half a million people each year, 
as it did in the 1940s and 50s?

Or, would you rather live in a 
world in which polio is little more 
than a distant nightmare?

The same question could be 
asked again for smallpox, which 
killed an estimated 300 million 
people in the 20th century.

It could also be asked for the rest 
of the aforementioned diseases, all 
of which have astronomically high-

er rates of severe illness 
or death than their re-
spective vaccines.

Assuming they’ve 
read this far without 
throwing their news-
papers away in disgust, 
the hard-line vaccine 
skeptics in the audience 
are no doubt preparing 
any of the half-dozen or 
so arguments they trot 
out every time the topic 
of vaccines come up.

There’s the infamous 
vaccine-autism link, 

which has been discredited in 
study after study since Dr. Andrew 
Wakefield first published his re-
search findings. 

In 2010, the British General 
Medical Council found Dr. Wake-
field had acted unethically towards 
the 12 children in his study, and re-
voked his license to practice medi-
cine in the U.K. 

Also among the findings against 
Dr. Wakefield were that he hid the 
funding source for his research, 
namely lawyers acting on behalf 
of families involved in lawsuits 
against vaccine manufacturers.

While Dr. Wakefield has since 

said the vaccine-autism link “isn’t 
proven,” he continues to advocate 
against vaccines and his efforts 
have inspired a generation of vac-
cine hesitancy.

Other anti-vaccination argu-
ments include claims that vaccines 
are part of some shady government 
conspiracy to microchip the popu-
lation. Advocates for this claim 
seem to be unaware that micro-
chips are injected by a much larger 
needle than is used for a standard 
vaccine.

Finally, there are those who cite 
the historical harm done by vac-
cines, typically by bringing up the 
United States’ Vaccine Injury Com-
pensation Program.

This is a legitimate reason to ask 
questions and raise concerns about 
vaccines. Vaccines aren’t perfect, 
and there should always be re-
course for compensation.

Per the program’s own numbers, 
there were 4,153 compensations 
paid out between 2006 and 2017.

In that same period, 3.45 billion 
vaccinations were administered, 
meaning a compensation rate of 
about 1.2 per every 1 million vac-
cines administered.

Of course, one mustn’t dismiss 

the suffering of those adversely 
impacted by vaccines. However, 
the question must be asked: why 
are vaccine skeptics more worried 
about the 1.2 in a million who could 
experience severe side-effects from 
vaccines than they are about the 
far greater number dying from pre-
ventable illness?

It’s okay to be nervous about vac-
cines. It’s good to ask questions and 

demand answers, – especially as 
concerns about an extremely rare 
brain clot linked to the AstraZene-
ca vaccine take the media spotlight.

But those answers should come 
from your doctor, not from some 
internet conspiracy theorist.

If we want a world without dis-
eases, and without this seemingly 
unending COVID-19 pandemic, the 
vaccine lies must end.

Trying to wake up
Dear Editor,  
Some time ago I submitted an article in 

which I requested that someone might send 
me a copy of “Trump For Dummies.”  No one 
sent one, probably because it was still badly 
needed by its still confused owners.

Now I need a copy of “Math For Dummies,” 
possibly written by Psychology.  An article by 
Mr. Jones in your March 11 paper sadly report-
ed that psychology says that “80% of Canadi-
ans have an average or below IQ.” My lack of 
“curiosity” might explain why, but no matter 
what “psychology” says, I still believe that it is 
impossible to have 80% below the average in 
any collection of data.

I must agree with the writer’s statement that 
“too often we elect mediocre politicians.”  Per-

haps we should make more people feel that we 
would be happy to have them represent us.  We 
should encourage our most respected and ca-
pable people to leave the comfort of their pres-
ent careers and devote their talents to serving 
us as our leaders.  If we elect persons who are 
craving for power, perhaps have an undis-
closed agenda, and perhaps have the charisma 
to attract us, and the money to advertise them-
selves, we should expect disappointing results, 
and we should “wake up.”

Sadly also in our society, too many people 
show not enough “curiosity” and just listen 
to, and believe, what they want to believe. A 
case in point is the large number of Americans 
and Canadians who still prefer to believe that 
somehow the election was stolen from Trump. 

It doesn’t seem to matter that all the judges 
involved, either Republican or Democrat, de-
clared that no significant fraud, which could 
have changed any results, had occurred.

As for Canadian news, is there any proof 
that all, or any, of the three news networks 
get money and/or pressure to influence what 
they present as news?  We know that the CBC 
is government supported so, if preferred, one 
can watch news from Global or CTV.

I think we all need to feel concern over 
American democracy when an armed insur-
rection can attack the White House, endan-
gering elected government members, and still 
not get rebuked by the former president and 
so many others who call themselves Republi-
cans. What would have been the result if the 

outnumbered police had fled for safety?
Also, the recent shocking demonstrations of 

Asian hate,  African American hate, and hate 
of Americans should make us think. We need 
to remember that Europeans have bullied the 
rest of the world’s peoples for hundreds of 
years.  If ”lack of curiosity,” or ignorance, or 
lack of humanity, or lack of Christian princi-
ples, is the reason we practice racial superior-
ity, it is at our peril. The European nationali-
ties are a small minority of the world’s people. 
If someone has such hatred for hornets that 
he kicks their home, he shouldn’t be surprised 
that actions of hate are soon aimed at him.  

As Earl implies in his article, it is time for us 
all to wake up.

Fred Grant, Sandwith, Sask.

Jordan

Twiss

~
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Minutes of an RM of Leask meeting
(Where necessary, the following min-

utes may have been edited for clarity or 
brevity)

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
the Council of the Rural Municipality of 
Leask No. 464 held in the Leask Com-
munity Hall on Thursday, Feb. 11, 2021. 

Council Meeting was called to order by 
Reeve Hamilton at 9:01 a.m. 

Present were Reeve Craig Hamilton, 
Administrator Riannon Nelson and the 
following Council members: Keith Junk 
- Division No. 1, Real Diehl - Division 
No. 2, Joan Sanftleben - Division No. 
4, Robert Girod - Division No. 5, Clarke 
Gossen - Division No. 6, By Telephone: 
Gordon Stieb - Division No. 3.

Gossen: That the Declaration of Re-
sults for the By-Election held on the 
10th day of February, 2021, be accepted 
as presented. Carried

Gossen: That the oath of office by 
Councillor Joan Sanftleben be accepted. 
Carried

Diehl: That the minutes of the Jan. 13, 
2021, Regular Council Meeting be ap-
proved as amended. Carried

Junk: That the minutes of the Jan. 26, 
2021, Special Council Meeting be ap-
proved as presented. Carried

Sanftleben: That we amend Res 
#280/20 to correct payment numbers 
duplicated. The resolution is amended 
as follows: That we approve payment 
for the accounts as presented Cheque 
#12997 – 13057 and 5339 – 5357 in the 
amount $286,883.91 and payroll pay-
ments #2249 – 2267. Carried

Junk: That the RM of Leask No. 464 
adopts the Purchasing Policy as present-
ed. Carried

Sanftleben: That the RM of Leask No. 
464 adopts the Overtime Policy as pre-
sented. Carried

Junk: That the RM of Leask No. 464 
authorizes the administrator to sign the 
time bank agreement with employee 
Robert Gallant. Carried

Girod: That the RM of 
Leask No. 464 authorizes 
the administrator to sign 
the time bank agreement 
with employee Jonathan 
Nelson. Carried

Gossen: That the RM of 
Leask No. 464 authorizes 
the Reeve to sign the time 
bank agreement with em-
ployee Riannon Nelson. 
Carried

Girod: That the RM of 
Leask No. 464 adopt the 
Snow Clearing Policy as 
presented. Carried

Diehl: That the RM of 
Leask No. 464 adopt the 
Ridging Policy presented. 
The Superintendent of 
Public Works will ensure 
Snow Ridging Easements 
are signed by the land 
owner before any ridging 
shall occur going forward. 
Carried

Gossen: That the RM of 
Leask adopt the Custom 
Work and Maintenance 
for The Policy Organized 

Hamlet of Pelican Cove as presented. 
Carried

Sanftleben: That the RM of Leask No. 
464 acknowledge the Organized Ham-
let of Pelican Cove has withdrawn the 
application from the Court of Queen’s 
Bench for Saskatchewan QBG No. 1094 
of 2020. Carried

Superintendent of Public Works Vince 
Mitchell arrived 11:02 a.m.

Junk: That the RM of Leask No. 464 
agree to sell four used grader tires to the 
Village of Leask at the price of $400 per 
tire. Carried

Diehl: That the RM of Leask No. 464 
authorize the Superintendent of Public 
Works to purchase four grader tires for 
Unit #14 in 2021 Budget. Carried

Junk: That the RM of Leask No. 464 
purchases 2 deer signs, 4 sharp curve 
signs with lower speed limits and 2 
truck approaching/turning signs for Di-
vision 1. Carried

Diehl: That we authorize the equip-
ment committee and Superintendent 
Michell to inspect the gravel truck. If 
they are of the opinion the truck would 
meet the RM of Leask No. 464 needs, 
we agree to the maximum purchase of 
$32,500 and applicable taxes. Carried

Junk: That Council Indemnity be ap-
proved for payment as presented. Car-
ried

Gossen: That we approve the pay-
ments as listed on the attached “List 
of Accounts for Approval” for a total 
of $202,005.32, Council Payments for 
February, Fire Chief Direct Deposit for 
February and Payroll Direct Deposit for 
Pay Periods 1 & 2 for 2021. Carried

Junk: That we receive the Bank Rec-
onciliation for January 2021. Carried

Sanftleben: That we receive the Bank 
Statement for January 2021. Carried

Girod: That we accept the Budgetary 
Control Report for February as present-
ed. Carried

Gossen: That we contact Community 
Planning for direction and input to the 
rezone request for SW 19-48-07 W3. 
Carried

Sanftleben: That the administrator re-
port be accepted as presented. Carried

Diehl: That we authorize the Reeve, 
Deputy Reeve and Administrator to sign 
the RBC Master Client Agreement for 
Business Clients Signature Card. Car-
ried

Junk: That the RM of Leask autho-
rizes Administrator Riannon Nelson to 
apply for a “No Fee Cash Back Business 
Mastercard” in the RM of Leask No. 
464 name. Further to this Administra-
tor Nelson shall be authorized a card 
limit of $5,000. Superintendent of Pub-
lic Works Mitchell shall be authorized 
a credit limit of $5000. Mastercard in 
Superintendent Mitchell’s name will be 
cancelled. Carried

Sanftleben: That we cancel penalty 
added to Roll #1227 in the amount of 
$30.15. This property is reserve status 
land and exempt from taxation. Carried

Diehl: That the Reeve and Adminis-
trator be authorized to sign the Gravel 
Agreement for the SW 35-47-08 W3 
with the registered land owner Perry 
Dicus. Carried

Junk: That the R.M of Leask No. 464 
allocates their population for the Sask 
Lotteries Grant 2022 as follows: 

•	 Leask Sports Centre: 394 
•	 Leask Library: 78 
•	 Village of Marcelin: 56 
•	 Marcelin Library: 78 
•	 Town of Shellbrook: 80
Girod: That effective June 1, 2020, 

the  rates for custom work by munici-
pal Work equipment will be charged 
as follows to the R.M of Leask No. 464 
ratepayers (rates available at municipal 

office).
It is further agreed that the minimum 

charge for any custom work will be $50.. 
Non-Ratepayers will be charged an ad-
ditional 50% of the above rates with an 
agreement to be made in advance of the 
commencement of work. Carried

Diehl: That the municipality obtain 
Positional Personal Coverage for Coun-
cil at the rate of $38,442 for 2021. Car-
ried

Sanftleben: That Bylaw 1/2021 at-
tached hereto and forming a part of 
these Minutes, being a Bylaw of the Ru-
ral Municipality of Leask No. 464 to re-
zone Parcel G, Plan 92B06722, now be 
read the second time. Carried

Junk: That Bylaw 1/2021 attached 
hereto and forming a part of these Min-
utes, being a Bylaw of the Rural Munici-
pality of Leask No. 464 to rezone Par-
cel G, Plan 92B06722, now be read the 
third time and adopted. Carried

Council went in camera at 3:53 p.m. 
Council out of camera 4 p.m.
Junk: That TAXervice, on behalf of the 

Rural Municipality of Leask No. 464, be 
authorized to proceed under the Tax 
Enforcement Act to acquire title for the 
following described land: NW 30-48-04 
W3 Ext 0, Title No. 144098196, NE 25-
48-05 W3 Ext 0, Title No. 144098174. 
Carried

Stieb: That TAXervice, on behalf of 
the Rural Municipality of Leask No. 
464, be authorized to proceed under 
the Tax Enforcement Act to acquire title 
for the following described land: BLK/
Par B – Plan 99PA19155 Ext 1, Title No. 
139737965 Carried

Sanftleben: That the correspondence 
be received and filed. Carried

Stieb: That this meeting be adjourned 
at 4:22 p.m. Carried

PUBLIC NOTICE
Resort Village of Pebble Baye Public Notice – 

Basic Planning Statement Amendment
Public Notice is hereby given that the Council of the Resort Village of Pebble Baye (RV) intends to adopt a bylaw 
under The Planning and Development Act, 2007, to amend Bylaw No. 2/84, known as the Basic Planning Statement 
(BPS).

INTENT:  A new discussion item and new policies would be added to the residential objective and policy section to 
provide context and guidance for the development of personal storage lots on lands directly north of the existing 
municipal boundary. Guidance for “Conservation” land use designation would be added. The entire portion of the 
BPS dealing with objectives and policies for future development would be replaced to guide future development, 
zoning, and municipal restructuring. The BPS Map 1 showing land use designations would be replaced with a new 
map showing areas outside of the existing municipal boundary for intended future land use.

AFFECTED LAND:  The replacement of Map 1 would apply to all lands within the RV. NW ¼ 31-48-07-W3M would 
be affected by new policy for “Conservation” land use designation and Zoning. The balance of the new land use 
designation, objectives, and policies would apply only to future development and areas outside the current RV 
boundary; policy for existing development within the RV is unchanged. A copy of the proposed amendment with 
the new BPS Map 1 is located for public view at www.northboundplanning.ca/public- notification.

REASON:  The RV is in the process of restructuring its boundaries to include an area north of its existing northern 
boundary which includes a couple residential parcels, some agricultural land, and a number of parcels used 
primarily for off-site storage of residents of the RV. It is advisable for the RV to provide guidance and specific policy 
as it relates to restructuring of its boundaries and future development in the urban fringe. Should restructuring 
occur, the RV wishes to have policy guidance in place to direct any future land use and development. Policy 
implementation for the “Conservation” land use area is being introduced for clarity.

PUBLIC INSPECTION: The RV does not maintain a dedicated office space. Upon request, hard copy (at cost of 
printing and postage) of the proposed amendment is available through the mail; a free digital copy is available at 
www.northboundplanning.ca/public-notification.

PUBLIC HEARING: Council will hold a public hearing on May 7, 2021, at 7 PM. Due to current and anticipated 
COVID public assembly, distancing guidelines, and restrictions, the public hearing will be held digitally with the 
ability to participate via the ZOOM app or by toll-free phone. Please note that public hearing is specific to 
the proposed BPS amendment; the merits any active proposal for municipal restructuring is not being 
considered as part of the BPS amendment process. Written submissions are encouraged and must be received 
by May 5, 2021. Parties interested in making in-person representation are required to register in advance by 
May 5, 2021. Please contact the RV Administrator for specifics related to participation via ZOOM. For additional 
information, please contact (306) 468-3104 or resortpebblebaye@gmail.com. Written submissions can be mailed: 
c/o Terry Lofstrom – Administrator, Box 449, Canwood, SK  S0J 0K0

Issued at the RM of Canwood this 1st day of April, 2021. 

Terry Lofstrom – Administrator – Resort Village of Pebble Baye

Diamond North Credit Union’s 

2021 Virtual  
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 7:30 pm

2020 Consolidated Financial Statements and 
Annual Report will available after April 2nd  

at diamondnorthcu.com/statements

Online through Zoom Meeting 
Interested attendees must register before  

5:00 pm April 9 at diamondnorthcu.com/AGM

The AGM 
provides our 
members an 

opportunity to 
engage with the  

Board and 
Executive 

Management.

Our Board 
and CEO will 

share the 
Annual Report 
and highlight 
our ongoing 

commitment to 
our members and  

communities. 

The Annual 
General Meeting 

is open to the 
public and our 
members are 
encouraged  

to join.
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Minutes of a Town of Spiritwood meeting
(Where necessary, the following 

minutes may have been edited for 
clarity or brevity)

The regular meeting of the Council 
of the Town of Spiritwood was held via 
Sasktel Teleconference Call on March 
9, 2021 at 7 p.m.

In attendance were Mayor Gary von 
Holwede, Councillor Bryan Wingerter, 
Councillor George Pretli, Councillor 
Kiera Andres, Councillor James Bedi, 
Councillor Brad Nemish, Councillor 
Shannon Beaulac, Assistant Adminis-
trator Brenda Beaulac, and CAO Rhon-
da Saam.

A quorum being present, Mayor Gary 

von Holwede called the meeting to or-
der at 7 p.m.

George Pretli: That the agenda be ad-
opted as presented. Seconded by Jim 
Bedi. Carried.

Bryan Wingerter: That the Accounts 
for Ratification, Cheque No. 31325 to 
31337 & CAFT payments 297-319 in 
the amount of $52,162.30 be approved 
as presented. Seconded by Jim Bedi. 
Carried.

Jim Bedi: That the Accounts for Ap-
proval, Cheque No. 31338 to 31358 in 
the amount of $13,322.91 be approved 
as presented. Seconded by Bryan 
Wingerter. Carried.

Bryan Wingerter: That the Bank Rec-
onciliation for the month of January 
2021 be approved as presented. Sec-
onded by Brad Nemish. Carried. 

Bryan Wingerter: That we hire Pro-
vincial Pothole & Paving for hot mix 
asphalt repairs in town for two days 
as per their daily rate of $6,250 plus 
tax. And, we hire them to perform any 
asphalt repairs adjacent to the side-
walk on Block 1 & 2 of Main Street as 
required resulting from the sidewalk 
repairs project. Carried

Bryan Wingerter: That we obtain 
quotes for curbstop in need of repairs 
on the west side of Block 1 & 2 Main 
Street. Seconded by George Pretli. Car-
ried.

Bryan Wingerter: That we sell the 
Heil Garbage Compactor - 20yd Rear 
Load, in its as is condition, to Bruce 
Rogers in the amount of $300 plus 
applicable taxes with the condition 
of payment and removal by April 30, 
2021. Seconded by Jim Bedi. Carried.

George Pretli: That we advertise for 
two full-time summer student posi-
tions for the 2021 season in the Spir-
itwood Herald and on-line with Sask-

Jobs for one week, as well as on the 
Town Facebook page. This position 
will run from approximately June 21 
to Aug. 31, 2021 for approximately 10 
weeks. Seconded by Brad Nemish. Car-
ried.

Bryan Wingerter: That we approve 
forwarding the outstanding utility ac-
count past due 90 days as of March 
19, 2021 to the Tax Roll as attached to 
form part of the minutes. Seconded by 
Jim Bedi. Carried.

Jim Bedi: That the required Form 
H Notice of Call for Nominations be 
posted and published in the Spirit-
wood Herald, as per the Local Govern-
ment Election Act, for the Municipal 
By-Election in May 2021. Seconded by 
Bryan Wingerter. Carried.

Brad Nemish: That we send Brad 
Nordquist to the Class 1 Wastewater 
Treatment & Collection training of-
fered by ATAP in Saskatoon in the 
2021 year. Seconded by Kiera Andres. 
Carried.

Bryan Wingerter: That we support 
Spiritwood Area Recreation Culture & 
Sport Inc. application submission, dat-
ed March 9, 2021, to Canada Healthy 
Communities Initiatives for the Kidz-
land Enhancement Project. Seconded 
by Brad Nemish. Carried.

Kiera Andres: That this meeting be 
adjourned at 7:35 p.m. Seconded by 
Jim Bedi. Carried.

Hon. Scott Moe, Premier
MLA for Rosthern-Shellbrook

scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

Nadine Wilson
MLA for Saskatchewan Rivers

saskrivers@sasktel.net

Hon. Jeremy Harrison
MLA for Meadow Lake

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

Get Ready For Camping
Saskatchewan Provincial Park campers can now browse the new 

reservation website and create an account in preparation for 
the 2021 campsite reservation launch, beginning April 12.  
This new reservation website will open at 7 a.m. each day at 

http://parks.saskatchewan.ca. Customers who prefer to make a 
reservation via the call centre will still be able to do so by calling 

1-833-775-7275 starting April 12.

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Limited Capacity. Tuesday 9 am - 5 pm; 
Wednesday 9 am - 5 pm; Friday 9 am - 5 pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Appointment only. Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm; 
Thursday 10 am - 2 pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Curb Side Pickup. Tuesday 12 pm - 4 pm; 
Wednesday 12 pm - 4 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Appointment only. Wednesday 11 am - 6 pm; Friday 
11 am - 5 pm; Saturday 10 am - 4 pm. Contact us for more info 306-497-3130, www.
wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Appointment Only. Wednesday 11:30 am - 4:30 pm; 
Thursday 11:30 am - 4:30 pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Appointment only. Tues-
day 10 am - 4 pm; Thursday 10 am - 4 pm; Friday 12 pm - 4 pm. Call 306-468-2501 to 
book a slot.
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Appointment only. Monday 2 pm - 7 pm; Tuesday 10 
am - 4 pm.  Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Limited Capacity. Tuesday 10:30 am 
- 5 pm; Friday 10:30 am - 5 pm; Saturday 1 pm - 4 pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Appointment only. Tuesday 2 pm - 7 pm; Thursday 2 pm 
- 8 pm; Saturday 9 am - 2 pm. For information on all your library needs, please contact 
306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway Ave., 
West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Limited capacity - Monday 2 pm - 6 pm; 
Tuesday 12 pm - 8 pm; Wednesday 2 pm - 8 pm; Thursday 12 pm - 6 pm; Friday 9 am 
- 4 pm. 

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

VILLAGE OF MARCELIN

FOR SALE BY TENDER
The following property:
1)   Lot 24 & 25, Block 3, Plan 101485863
      Size: 1176 square feet
TENDER CLOSE: 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 26TH, 2021 @ 4:00PM
Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted. 
For further information please contact the Village 
of Marcelin at 306-226-2168.

SUBMIT TENDER TO:
Village of Marcelin

Box 39
Marcelin, SK.

S0J 1R0
Dated this 8th day of April, 2021.

Leanne McCormick
CAO

Advertising Deadline is
Friday 4:00 p.m.

Make Money 
With The 
Classifieds

Sell your stuff with 
a little help from the 

Shellbrook 
Chronicle

Spiritwood 
Herald 

20 words for only 
$16.00 plus GST 

$8.00  for each 
additional week

• Additional words 20¢
306-747-2442

chads@
sbchron.com
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Variety is key for potential for pulses
It is interesting how 

ideas have percolated to 
fill this space on a week-
ly basis for more than 
30-years now.

Earlier last week my 
better half sent me a link 
regarding pulse exports 
and India, which I had 
more or less forgotten 
by the time I sat down 
to write a column, and 
frankly probably would 
have, except my better 
half had also questioned 
what we might have for 
lunch on Easter Sunday.

There was leftover ham 
in the freezer and she 
hadn’t made homemade 

baked lentils for ages, so 
it was off Saturday to buy 
some bulk lentils, and well 
they turned out great, and 
here I am thinking lentils, 
and by extension pulse 
crops.

Pulse crops, of course, 
have a huge potential as 
they are eaten as a protein 
source in many countries. 
But knowing which puls-
es to grow in a given year 
is a bit of a lottery pick 
because there are such a 
range of crops within the 
world of pulses.

For example, at the lo-
cal bulk food outlet my 
better half had wanted 

black lentils for the baked 
dish. She had made them 
before and they looked 
unique in the bowl and 
tasted great.

There were no black 
lentils, only brown and 

red. She chose brown, 
and they turned out great, 
although didn’t have the 
same dynamic look of the 
black ones.

For us, a lentil is a len-
til is a lentil, but in world 
markets there are a range 
of colours and each tends 
to have rather specific 
markets. So while red len-
tils might go up in price, 
the brown may not, and 
therein lies a challenge 
for producers in tracking 
numerous markets.

It’s the same with yel-
low and green peas, and 
of course the variety of 
beans grown is huge, al-

though not all are viable 
crops on the Canadian 
Prairies.

The variety within in 
pulses is its greatest po-
tential as a crop for Cana-
dian farmers, but also the 
greatest challenge.

Most years there will 
be a pulse crop with a 
solid upside in terms of 
price, but since some 
types have a rather limit-
ed niche market they are 
also prone to price swings 
based on rather minor 
production shifts.

So producers need to 
stay very focused on mar-
kets and most of the key 

ones are on the other side 
of the world, with India 
driving much of the pulse 
demand, with Pakistan, 
China and Turkey also 
key.

Understanding the 
complexities of the varied 
pulse sector, and its as-
sociated markets are cer-
tainly more challenging 
than a much better un-
derstood canola or wheat 
market, but those chal-
lenges do offer opportuni-
ties.

As the protein market 
changes, the opportuni-
ties are only going to grow 
too.

Calvin

Daniels

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

AgricultureAgriculture

Fri., Apr. 16, 2021
Makin’ It Pay Bull Sale &

Pen of 3 Heifer Sale 1:00 p.m.

Producers wishing to market cattle prior to sale day 
please contact the office 306-236-3411 for delivery.

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Brent 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 

please contact 
Brent, Blair or Brody

MEADOW LAKE LIVESTOCK SALES LTD.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Blair 306-240-9883 • Brody 306-240-6504  
 Office 306-236-3411 ~ Fax 306-236-3412  

Email: mlstockyards@sasktel.net ~  market info visit: www.mlstockyards.com 

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Glen 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 
please contact Brent, 

Glen, Boyd or Frederick

PRINCE ALBERT LIVESTOCK SALES

Mon., Apr. 12, 2021
Presort Sale 9:30 a.m.; Regular Sale to follow

Fri., Apr. 16, 2021
Bred Cow/Heifer & Replacement 

Heifer Sale 1:00 p.m.
Producers wishing to market cattle prior 

to sale day please contact the 
office 306-763-8463 for delivery.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Glen 306-960-4732 • Boyd 306-841-7998 • Frederick 306-227-9505  
 Office 306-763-8463 ~ Fax 306-763-4620  

For market info visit: www.northernlivestocksales.ca 

A division of Northern Livestock Sales

Minutes of an RM of 
Blaine Lake special meeting

(Where necessary, the following 
minutes may have been edited for clar-
ity or brevity)

The Minutes of the Special Meeting 
of the Council of the Rural Municipality 
of Blaine Lake #434 which was held in 
the RM’s Municipal Office, at 118 Main 
Street, on Thursday, Feb. 25, 2021.

Present Council Members and Ad-
ministration attended as follows: Gerry 
Strelioff - Reeve, Michael Chudskov 
- Division 1, Courtney Swystun - Di-

vision 3, Alan Lavoie - Division 4 in 
Council Chambers, and Jennifer Gut-
knecht - Administrator. 

Absent: Division 2 - Vacant, Division 
5 - Vacant, and Division 6 - Vacant (edi-
tor’s note: Division 5 councillor John 
Priestley resigned at council’s Jan. 19 
meeting, while Division 2 and 6 coun-
cillors John Serhienko and Robert Da-
genais resigned at the Feb. 16 meeting.)

With quorum present, the meeting 
was called to order by Reeve Strelioff at 

8:56 a.m.
Swystun: : That the Council of the 

RM of Blaine Lake #434 move in 
camera to discuss Human Resources, 
compliant with s. 120(2) of The Mu-
nicipalities Act, and on the basis that 
the discussions that take place during 
that meeting apply to s. 16(1) (a), (c) and 
(d) of The Local Authority Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act, the time being 8:56 a.m. Carried

Continued on page 8
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Photo - $10.00

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Spiritwood Herald
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Youthful Bedard living up to hockey hype
Hey, hockey fans, there’s 

another Connor Superstar 
lacing up his skates, ready 
to show up on your Hockey 
Night in Canada TV screens 
in oh, about four years.

This will be no shock to 
those who have more than 
a passing interest in hock-
ey, but the occasional fan 
may have not yet heard of 
Connor Bedard, a 15-year-
old from North Vancouver 
who is playing major junior 
this year with the Regina 
Pats.

Bedard is the first West-
ern Hockey Leaguer given 
‘exceptional player’ status, 
allowing him to play before 
the age of 16. And how is he 
doing so far? Well, in his 
first eight games, in which 
the Pats scored 26 goals, 
Bedard had a team-leading 
13 points, six goals and 
seven assists. NHL scouts, 
who were drooling before, 
now carry a bucket when-
ever they observe Bedard 
in action.

Is he ready for the big 
time? Last season, as a 
14-year-old playing in the 
under-20 Canadian Sports 

School Hockey League, Be-
dard was dominant, scor-
ing 43 goals and 41 assists 
in 36 games to lead the 
league. One of his summer 
on-ice workout partners of 
late has been Matt Barzal 
of the New York Islanders.

John Paddock, the gen-
eral manager and vice-
president of the Pats, says 
Bedard, who won’t turn 16 
until this July, “can do a lit-
tle bit of everything” — un-
able to isolate one aspect of 
Bedard’s game as his most 
outstanding. Paddock, who 
played parts of five seasons 
in the NHL and was head- 
or assistant coach for three 
NHL teams during another 
eight campaigns, has seen 
a lot of hockey players 
in his day and says, if he 
has to pick a comparative 
player, Tampa Bay’s Steven 
Stamkos comes to mind, 
considering how he gets the 
one-timer blast away from 
the left circle.

Is Bedard your best play-
er? A 15-year-old? Paddock 
demurs. “Well, we have a 
19-year-old defenceman 
who would probably be our 

best player, but it’s close,” 
he said.

Paddock says he knows 
he’ll have Bedard for only 
two seasons beyond the 
current COVID-19-trun-
cated season before the 
NHL comes calling, and 
hopes he can build a winner 
around his young superstar 
during that period. “We’re 
going to try,” he said.

All the attention the 
5-foot-9, 179-pound Be-
dard has garnered since 
being identified as a hockey 
prodigy around the age of 
12 has not gone to his head, 
said Paddock. “He was re-
ally brought up the right 

way,” he said. “He’s one of 
those rare players who’s 
been preparing for this his 
whole life. He’s ready men-
tally.”

Meanwhile, the NHL’s 
best player, the Oilers’ Con-
nor McDavid, won’t be the 
league’s only Connor Su-
perstar for long.

• Comedian Argus Ham-
ilton, via Facebook, on the 
Rover’s search for water 
on Mars: “They should’ve 
sent me there with my golf 
clubs. I’d have found water 
by my third tee shot.”

• Colour commentator 
Ray Hudson of beIN Sports 
TV, after Barcelona’s Lionel 
Messi put on a one-man 
show to score against SD 
Huesca: “He needs help 
like a shark needs a den-
tist.”

• Jack Finarelli, from 
sportscurmudgeon.com, 
on one of five new sports at 
the Olympics in Japan this 
summer: “Sport Climbing:  
Athletes here will scale a 
vertical wall.  I guess this 
is like the hundred-metre 

dash staged at right angles 
to one another.”

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “A New Yorker 
is selling an ultra-strong 
coffee called Death Wish, 
which carries the warn-
ing ‘many sleepless nights’. 
Hey, it’s cheaper than Jets 
tickets.”

• Currie again: “A brawl 
reportedly broke out at a 
New Hampshire retire-
ment centre during a bingo 
game. It looked like a hock-
ey fight, except with more 
teeth.”

• Greg Cote of the Miami 
Herald: “New Zealand de-
feated Italy in the final of 
America’s Cup sailing in 
Auckland. Home-water ad-
vantage?”

• Posted on the Leth-
bridge Hurricanes’ score-
board during a fan-less 
hockey game: “Free beer 
for all in attendance.”

• Dwight Perry of the 
Seattle Times: “Ohio State 
safety Marcus Hooker was 
arrested on DUI charges 
after he passed out behind 

the wheel while waiting in 
a McDonald’s drive-thru 
line.Defence lawyers can’t 
decide whether to enter a 
plea of guilty, not guilty or 
‘I deserve a break today.’”

•  Another one from 
RJ Currie, on marine bi-
ologists’ claim that many 
sharks take a break each 
spring to focus on eating, 
mating and swimming in 
warm water: “If we’re talk-
ing San Jose Sharks, add 
golf.”

• Another one from Per-
ry: “Evander Holyfield, 58, 
and Mike Tyson, 54, are 
scheduled to meet once 
again in the ring on May 
29.Winner becomes the 
first boxer in history to 
boast all four belts — WBA, 
WBC, IBF and AARP.”

• Troubled ex-big-leaguer 
Lenny Dykstra, via Twitter, 
not making anyone forget 
Cal Ripken Jr.: “Guess who 
hasn’t been arrested in now 
34 consecutive months.”

Care to comment? Email 
brucepenton2003@yahoo.
ca

SportsSports

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SUNDAY

Spiritwood - 11:15 a.m.
Leoville - 9:30 a.m.

Chitek Lake - Closed for 
the Season

Everyone Welcome
SATURDAY

Shell Lake - 2:00 p.m.
Medstead - 6 p.m. 

Father Ramel Macapeia 
-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Online Worship 
306-841-7333

Pastor Sarah Urano
-----------------------

SEVENTH DAY  
ADVENTIST

407 - 2nd Ave .E, 
Shellbrook

Sat., 9:45 am - 
Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am - Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398
-----------------------
MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 11:00 am

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 1st Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
3rd Sunday - 10 am 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------
Gideons International 

of Canada
Battlefords Camp

Phone Art Martynes 
(306) 389-4633

-----------------------
EVANGELICAL FREE

Mont Nebo
 Wed., 7:30 pm -

Bible Study & Prayer
  Sun., 10:30 am - Worship  
 Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY  CHURCH
Spiritwood

Sun., 11 am - Worship 
Service & Sunday School

-----------------------
BELBUTTE FULL 

GOSPEL
   11 am  Worship Service

  1st Sun., 7:30 pm 
- Hymn Sing

Pastor Floyd Berg
-----------------------

COWBOY  CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

Praise & Worship
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Minutes of an RM of 
Blaine Lake special meeting

Continued from 7
Delegation: Mike Morris, SARM (Legal 

Services) arrived 9:05 a.m., departed 9:53 
a.m. (via teleconference). Carried

Lavoie: That the Council of the RM of 
Blaine Lake #434 move out of camera, the 
time being 10:15 a.m.

Swystun: That the Council of the RM of 
Blaine Lake #434 direct Administration to 
write a letter to WCB regarding the issues 
discussed during the closed meeting. Car-
ried

Lavoie: That the Council of the RM of 
Blaine Lake #434 acknowledges receipt of 
Robert Dagenais’ resignation as Council-
lor for Division 6, effective Tuesday, Feb. 
17, 2021. Carried

Swystun: That the Council of the RM of 
Blaine Lake #434 acknowledges receipt of 
John Serhienko’s resignation as Councillor 
for Division 2, effective Monday, Feb. 22, 
2021. Carried

Lavoie: That the Council of the RM 
of Blaine Lake #434 amends resolution 
#118/21 to read: That upon Administra-
tion’s receipt of Councilor Dagenais’ writ-
ten resignation, the Council of the RM of 
Blaine Lake #434 sets April 14, 2021 as 
Election Day for the Division 6 By-Elec-
tion at the Municipal Office, from 9 a.m. 

to 8 p.m. as well as the Advance Poll on 
Saturday, April 10, 2021 at the Municipal 
Office, from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., being held 
concurrently with the Division 5 By-Elec-
tion. Carried

Lavoie: That the Council of the RM 
of Blaine Lake #434 amends resolution 
#120/21 to read: That upon Administra-
tion’s receipt of Councilor Dagenais’ writ-
ten resignation, the Council of the RM 
of Blaine Lake #434 appoints Councilor 
Chudskov to provide coverage of Division 
6, in addition to his duties in Division 1 & 
temporary duties in Division 5, until the 
Council vacancies are is filled. Carried

Chudskov: That the Council of the RM 
of Blaine Lake #434 sets April 21, 2021 as 
Election Day for the Division 2 By-Elec-
tion at the Municipal Office, from 9 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., as well as the Advance Poll on 
Saturday, April 17, 2021 at the Municipal 
Office, from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. Carried

Chudskov: That the Council of the RM 
of Blaine Lake #434 appoints Councilor 
Swystun to provide coverage of Division 
2, in addition to his duties in Division 3, 
until this Council vacancy is filled. Carried

Chudskov: That the Council of the RM of 
Blaine Lake #434 adjourns, the time being 
10:39 a.m.
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INSURANCE

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook �306-747-2896
Canwood � 306-468-2227
Leask � 306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health 
& Hail Insurance

Motor License Issuer

ELECTRICIAN

Residential, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

Wiring & Trenching
Skid Steer Service

Jake Verbonac 
306-747-9073

Serving Shellbrook 
& Surrounding area

&J HElectric

FUNERAL SERVICES

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBING

Your Guide to
Home Services &
Repair Professionals

HEARING

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

LAWYER

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

HILLA KROGH
100A - 10th St. East

Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7
phone (306) 764-6856

fax (306) 763-9540
Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

FUNERAL SERVICES

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded

ELECTRIC
•R

ESIDENTIAL •C
O

M
M

E
R

CIAL • FARM • IN

D
U

S
T

R
IA

L

ELECTRICAL
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PLUMBING

Jake’s 
	    Plumbing & Heating

Furnaces, boilers, water heaters & 
softeners, garage unit heaters, air 

conditioners, reverse osmosis systems, 
fire places, gas fitting and more 

Red Seal Interprovincial 
Journeyman Plumber

Licensed General Gasfitter
Guaranteed workmanship

306-280-0743

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

Each Office is 
Independently 

Owned and 
Operated

306.883.7449

Heather Sarrazin, REALTOR®

Licensed to trade in residential, agricultural, and 
commercial real estate.

LAKE COUNTRY’S LOCAL REALTOR®

REAL ESTATE

CONSTRUCTION
 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

Co-Jack 
Construction Ltd.
• Complete Building Renovations

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Basements • Painting • Decks 

• Insurance Claims 
• Free Estimates

Brad Pearson
co-jack@sasktel.net

Cell: 306.824.0184

CONSTRUCTION

ACCOUNTING

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

TRUCKING

Grain, Fertilizer, or Pellet Hauling
Call/Text: 780-872-3324

Email: Northcountry06@outlook.com
Owners: Ed & Faryn Anderson



The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
SWNA Blanket Classifieds

Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 
Cost for 25 words:

Saskatchewan market�..............$209.00
   One Zone � ............................$86.00
   Two Zone� ..........................$123.00
Alberta market� .......................$269.00
Manitoba market� ...................$189.00
BC market� .............................$395.00
Ontario market� ......................$439.00
   Western Ontario �.................$155.00   
   Central Ontario � ..................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario� ..................$145.00
   Northern Ontario �..................$90.00
Quebec market
   English� ...............................$240.00
Atlantic market� ......................$200.00
Across Canada � ..................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French) �................$986.00

Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 4 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 
NOTICE

This newspaper accepts advertisements in good 
faith. We advise that it is in your interest to 
investigate offers personally. Publications by this 
paper should not be taken as an endorsement of  
the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people weekly. 

Personal Classifieds: 
$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ additional 

words for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.00/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches - $52.00 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$75.00 + $3.75 (GST) = $78.75/year

FOR SALE – Two 
slip tanks and two 
storage tanks, 500 
and 1000 gallon with 
pumps. Call 306-466-
7732. � 3-16

FOR SALE – 2013 
GMC Terrain SLE, 
$15,000, taxes not in-
cluded. Call 306-724-
4445.�  1-14

BULLS FOR SALE 
– Big Valley Charo-
lais, polled yearlings 
& long yearlings, 
breeding for calving 
ease, good tempera-
ments, milk and hair 
coats. Contact Ervin 
Lavallee at Mayfair: 
306-246-4673 or call/
text 306-549-7485. 
� 4-16

RED AND BLACK 
quality Salers 
purebred registered 
bulls and replace-
ment heifers for 
sale. Robert Stieb 
306-747-3302�  8-17

BLACK ANGUS 
BULLS FOR SALE 
– by Private Treaty. 
A good selection of 
responsibly bred 
and fed 2 year olds, 
ready to work for 
you. Also develop-
ing a pen of year-
ling bulls for those 
interested for later 
use, new bloodlines 
from Power Weight; 
First Class; Big 
Time; Tour of Duty; 
Resource; and 
Upward. Reasonably 
priced. Please call 
Christopher @ West 
Cowan Apiaries 306-
469-4970 or 306-469-
7902 � 18-25 

BLACK AND RED 
Angus Yearling and 
2 yr. old Bulls on 
moderate growing 
ration. Adrian or 
Brian and Elaine 
Edwards, Valleyhills 
Angus – Glaslyn, SK. 
PH: 306-441-0946 or 
306-342-4407. � 21-25

FOR SALE – One 
year old laying hens, 
$3 a piece, dead 
or alive. Ph: Frank 
306-466-6912 before 
April 19. � 3-15

FOR SALE – Com-
mon high digestible 
green feed oat seed, 
97% germ. Phone 
306-466-4466 or 306-
466-7566. � 8-18

GROWER DIRECT 
– Smooth Brome, 
Meadow Brome, 
Alfalfa, Timothy, 
Clovers, Cicer 
Milkvetch, custom 
blends available. 
Delivery available. 
306-342-4290 or 306-
342-7695, Siklenka 
Seeds, Glaslyn, Sask.
� 15-24

WANTED – Mid 90s 
Ford F250. Prefer 
7.3 but will look at 
all, box condition no 
problem, in reason-
able mechanical 
condition. Ph: Ernie 
306-961-9148� 2-15

SHELLBROOK 
MOTEL hiring for 
one laundry and 
one housekeeping 
position. Please call 
or drop off resume at 
motel. 306-747-2631 
� TF

IN HOME Childcare 
Provider for two kids  
(4 & 2 yrs old.) while 
parents at work, 
plus light housekeep-
ing. $14/hr. Loca-
tion – Spiritwood. 
Full-time. Apply by 
email – quilopren@
gmail.com � 4-15

Find peace & pur-
pose in life. Enrol in 
our free, online, easy 
to understand Bible 
lessons. Amazing-
factsministries Inc. 
Canada, Box 449, 
Creston, British 
Columbia, V0B 1G0 
� 4-17
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R & D Tax 
Service

Income Tax Prep
Co-op Building 

Centre (formerly
E & B Lumber)

511 Service Rd. East 
Shellbrook

MON. to FRI.,
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Rosalyn or Donna

306-747-4344

COMING 
EVENTS

SERVICESFEED & SEED

HELP WANTED

LIVESTOCK 
FOR SALE

For all your 
accounting and 

Income Tax needs
contact:

Marni L. Danberg
Chartered Professional 

Accountant

(306)747-3346
marni.danberg@gmail.com

MIDNIGHT STAR 
RANCH 

PB Black Angus Bulls 
Private Treaty 

Low to moderate 
feed ration, extensive 
vitamin and mineral 

program, semen 
tested, up to date 

vaccinations, low to 
moderate birthing 

weights.
Located 4km south of 

Shellbrook Campground 
on pavement. Watch for 

signs! West side.
We don’t just raise 

bulls, we develop them.
Special thanks to past 
and present customers
Cell: 306-747-9559 

Home: 306-747-3321

HENS FOR SALE

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
St. John’s - Shellbrook

Sunday School, 
Live-stream worship 
service on Facebook, 

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Daniel Mooseely

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Pastor David Bodvarson

306-747-7235
Canwood

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Glenn Blazosek

306-468-2138
Leask Gospel Tabernacle

Sunday 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Lorne Valuck

------------------------
SOVEREIGN GRACE 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Currently meeting in 

homes on Sunday morning
& Wednesday evenings

Leask 306-466-4498 
Marcelin 306-226-4615

------------------------
PRESBYTERIAN

Mistawasis
Sunday worship

11:00 a.m.
Rev. Katherine Bretzlaff

------------------------
IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN

Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship 
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday, 9 a.m. - Service
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service
Re-opening for services 

Sun. Mar. 14, 2021, 11 a.m.
Canwood - Christ Church
Sunday, 11 a.m. - Service  

------------------------
UNITED CHURCH

Shellbrook - Knox United
Sun., 10 am  - Worship

306-747-3434
Student Minister 

Jon Worrall
Big River
Sundays 

10 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

MENNONITE 
BRETHREN CHURCH

Blaine Lake Gospel Chapel 
109 Railway Ave. W.

Blaine Lake
306-497-3316

Pastor: Rick Schellenberg
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 

Worship

------------------------
EVANGELICAL FREE

Big River
11:00 a.m. - Worship

Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.
Summer: 10:30 a.m. - 12

306-469-2258
Youth Nite: Fridays

Mont Nebo
Bible Study & Prayer

Sun., 11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

------------------------
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Debden
Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 

Fr. Dong Doan
Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Dong Doan 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday -  9 a.m.
Mistawasis

2nd & 4th Sundays, 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Phong Tran

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398

Praise & WorshipMISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

LIVESTOCK 
FOR SALE

It’s Easy
to place 

a classified!

Phone
 306-747-2442

Fax:
306-747-3000

Email: 
chads@

sbchron.com

WANTED

Find It 
In The 

Classifieds

306-747-2442

AUTO 
FOR SALE

Classifieds Work!
306-747-2442
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Planting a tree part II: Putting it in the ground
By Sara Williams

Once the hole as been prepared, 
set the root ball on top of the mound, 
spreading out the roots so that they 
grow away from the trunk and as hori-
zontally as possible. The trunk flare 
should be even with the natural grade 
of the soil. In areas of poor drainage, 
it can be an inch or so higher. Prior to 
backfilling, ensure that the tree is up-
right and straight with its “best face 
forward” facing where it will be viewed.

Once the tree has been positioned, 
backfill the hole, tamping it gently to 
remove large air pockets and to ensure 
than the roots are in firm contact with 
the soil of their new home. Then form a 
low “dike” or berm of several inches of 

soil around the outer perimeter of the 
planting hole to act as a well or catch-
ment basin so that when watered, the 
water will stay where it is intended, 
and percolate downward to the roots 
rather than run off.

Water the area within your dike slow-
ly and thoroughly, to the depth of the 
root ball and a few inches into the soil 
below. The object is to gently settle the 
soil and to encourage deeper and wider 
rooting.

Fertilizer is seldom needed. In over 
forty years I have never fertilized a tree 
and many are now towering specimens 
of 40 to 50 ft or more.

Staking is seldom necessary unless 
the area is extremely windy and un-

sheltered. Research has shown that 
non-staked newly planted trees estab-
lish faster and produce stronger roots 
compared to staked trees. Most trees 
do not need to be staked.

Next, mulch! Over the course of 
those many trees and decades, I have 
gone through about a dozen semi-truck 
loads of mulch. I used mainly post peel-
ings (the bark and other stuff that is 
peeled off in the manufacture of fence 
posts) from our northern mills. It is 
applied at a depth of about four inches 
over the soil surface, up to and includ-
ing the dike. Depending on weather, it 
generally lasts three to four years. 

(An interesting aside? A friend who 
comes to pick mushrooms, one day 
mentioned that many of the ones that 
she finds in “the pasture” (now a for-
est) are native to the boreal forest and 
should not be here. Our guess - the 
spores came with the post peelings and 
settled in.)

Once mulched, I have found that a 
thorough and deep watering once a 
week through the first growing season 

works well. Don’t hurry and skimp. For 
a few summers I hired my neighbour’s 
grandchildren to do the watering of a 
few hundred newly planted trees. Their 
instructions? I would provide a lawn 
chair and a kitchen timer. They were to 
bring a book. They were to set the tim-
er for 8-10 minutes per tree, watering 
with a very long (600 ft) hose from the 
well, and then move to another tree. 
It was summer, so I did not demand a 
book review. This system worked well.

After the first season, water thor-
oughly every two weeks or as needed. 
(Feel under the mulch to see if it is 
moist or dry.) By the third season, they 
should be well established and on their 
own.

Sara Williams is the co-author, with 
Bob Bors, of Growing Fruit in North-
ern Gardens.

This column is provided courtesy of 
the Saskatchewan Perennial Society 
(SPS; saskperennial@hotmail.com). 
Check our website saskperennial.ca) 
or Facebook page (facebook.com/
saskperennial). 

Mulched trees 25 years after planting on sand - a forest. 
Photo credit: Hugh Skinner.
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NOTICE
TO OUR READERS

Please take only as many 
newspapers from our newspaper 

bins as need to be read.

If you’re looking for newsprint paper, 
please contact us and we can 

arrange a bundle(s) of recycled paper 
for your use at no charge.

Contact us at 306-747-2442.

Thank you for your understanding.

CHECK IT OUT!
www.shellbrookchronicle.com

www.spiritwoodherald.com
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