
Iroquois Lake development faces major objections

This marshy area along the shores of Iroquois Lake could soon be a 24-cabin development, if the R.M. of Leask Council can’t be persuaded to 
change its mind in the face of objections from ratepayers and landowners.

Dr. Alex von Dewitz was flabber-
gasted when he got a call from a devel-
oper asking if he’d be interested in sell-
ing some of his pastureland along the 
shores of Iroquois Lake, and told the 
caller “not in your dreams.”

A veterinarian in Blaine Lake since 
1982, Dr. von Dewitz has owned the 
pastureland since 1990 and says he’s 
kept the half-mile strip of lakeshore 
land in pristine condition and always 
enjoyed the relative quiet on the lake.

Little did he know, the unexpected 
phone call he received marked the be-
ginning of a potentially massive change 
in the ecosystem at Iroquois Lake.

“All of it is for nothing, because next 
to me there’s supposed to be a 24-cabin 
development,” Dr. von Dewitz said.

Dr. von Dewitz is one of many Iro-
quois Lake landowners and R.M. 
of Leask ratepayers opposed to the 
24-cabin development, called The 
Woodlands on Iroquois Lake, which 

was all but given a rubber stamp by 
the R.M. of Leask council at its July 14 
meeting.

The approval to adopt a bylaw that 
pulls Iroquois Lake out of the protect-
ed zone of the R.M. of Leask’s Official 
Community Plan and paves the way for 
further development was given with 
just the reeve and three of six council-
lors present. 

What’s more, it came in spite of over-
whelming opposition to the develop-
ment, including at least 20 email sub-
missions or presentations opposing the 
development, and petitions from the 
Resort Village of Pebble Baye and the 
Hamlet of Pelican Cove that received 
130 and 59 signatures, respectively.

For his part, Dr. von Dewitz can’t un-
derstand how the R.M. of Leask council 
changed its stance so quickly.

At its Aug. 12, 2020 meeting council 
adopted a new Community Plan, which 
kept Iroquois Lake in the protected 

zone and prohibited any further devel-
opment. 

Months later, after municipal elec-
tions in the fall, some new faces joined 
council, and then, in January or Feb-
ruary of this year, the quarter of land 
in question, SW-19-48-7 W3, changed 
hands from Derek Reid to Duane Shap-
ka (Reid had previously tried and failed 
to develop the land).

Next, at council’s March 25 budget 
meeting, Shapka made a 50-minute 
presentation to council about the pro-
posed Woodlands on Iroquois Lake de-
velopment. And at its April 14 meeting, 
council listened to another presenta-
tion from Shapka and gave first reading 
to Bylaw 04-2021, which would remove 
Iroquois Lake from the list of protected 
lakes in the Official Community Plan, 
beginning the first step for the develop-
ment to proceed.

On May 8, with COVID-19 protocols 
still in place, the R.M. held its required 

public meeting about the bylaw. De-
spite the gathering restrictions, eight 
delegates attended in person to voice 
their objections to the development, 
and nine others submitted objections 
via email.

Four further objections were present-
ed at council’s June 24 meeting, includ-
ing a letter from University of Regina 
biology professor Peter Leavitt, who 
expressed concerns about the environ-
mental impact of the development.

“Loss of nearshore and wetlands ‘fil-
ters’ will result in higher levels of nutri-
ents and silt entering the lake and, in 
my professional opinion, will with time 
severely degrade water quality and, 
eventually, fish habitat throughout the 
lake,” he wrote. “While changes from 
good to unacceptably poor water qual-
ity often occur slowly – slower than 
most people notice – they do occur al-
most without exception.”
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Iroquois Lake development faces major objections

In the spring, SARCS had given businesses the op-
portunity to sponsor burger sales throughout the 
summer. It wasn’t long before all the sales had been 
scooped up and, in no time, summer rolled around 

and the crew was out flipping burgers.
Sales have been doing well so far. The June 30 sale, 

sponsored by Northern Lakes Mechanical sold around 
100 burgers, Lavoie’s Machining & Welding’s sale on 
July 9 put out around 200 burgers, and the Martodam 
Family Retail sale on July 23 sold around 150 burgers. 

There are still three more sales left for the summer. 
The sales have been making good use of Spiritwood’s 
new Town Square. 

Area residents can currently enjoy Giant’s Mixed Up 
Menu by local Heather Gatzke, which is currently fill-
ing the permanent signage on the dyke’s walking trail. 
Additionally, SARCS has installed a sign with some 
scavenger hunt items.

SARCS is currently working on bringing a ‘Survive 
Outside’ presentation from Adventuresmart to Spirit-
wood for early September. The goals of the presenta-
tion would be to teach necessary skills to stay safe on 
trips and how to make sure you are found in the event 
of a search.

Continued from 1
Also joining the opposition 

to the proposed development 
at the June 24 meeting was 
the Mistawasis First Nation, 
which voiced its concerns in a 
letter (Iroquois Lake flows into 
Mistawasis Creek and, eventu-
ally, into Mistawasis Lake).

While the objection of the 
Mistawasis First Nation forced 
council to delay a vote on the 
bylaw, it was only a temporary 
stay. Ignoring the aforemen-
tioned petitions from Pebble 
Baye and Pelican Cove, and an-
other six letters of opposition, 
council passed the bylaw at its 
July 14 meeting.

Now, it awaits approval by 
Minister of Government Rela-
tions, Don McMorris. His de-
cision is expected by Aug. 10, 
just four days before the R.M. 
has scheduled a public hearing 
about the rezoning of the land 
for the proposed development.

For Dr. von Dewitz, some-

thing just doesn’t smell right.
“This is being pushed 

through as if council had a 
stake in the development,” he 
said. “It’s very suspicious to us.”

Like professor Leavitt, Dr. 
von Dewitz’s concerns stem 
from the potential environ-
mental impact of the Wood-
lands on Iroquois Lake devel-
opment. 

According to him, the devel-
opment would compromise a 
30-acre marsh full of arrow-
heads and reeds, or about 20 
per cent of the entire marsh 
area and riparian zone around 
Iroquois Lake, threatening an 
important nesting ground for 
water foul and spawning area 
for fish like walleye.

“The developers are trying 
to say they’ll have pontoons 
and a common dock and ma-
rina and beach. That is not the 
case. If you buy a lakefront lot, 
you have the right to put your 
own dock out and you also have 

the right so clear the so-called 
environmental zone,” he said. 
“Defoliation is allowed up to 
a depth of eight feet, and that 
lake doesn’t get to be eight feet 
until about 300 metres out.”

If the environmental destruc-
tion caused by the development 
itself isn’t enough reason to 
stop it from moving forward, 
Dr. von Dewitz says there’s 
also plenty of reason to be con-
cerned about the people and 
the high-horsepower boats and 
“toys” it will bring to the lake.

He says these boats serve as 
giant mixer, warming up the 
water and disturbing the lake-
shore. Then, of course, there 
are the large pontoon boats and 
party boats, and the loud mu-
sic that’s always blaring from 
them.

These changes on Iroquois 
Lake, which have accelerated 
over the past decade, have ru-
ined its once quiet and serene 
atmosphere, Dr. von Dewitz 

says.
“The whole community is 

suffering from too many ski-
doos in the winter, too many 
quads in the summer, too much 
noise at the lake on the week-
ends. Nobody that lives here 
really wants more people.”

Finally, Dr. von Dewitz is 
worried about the precedent 
set by council’s decision. After 
all, if Iroquois Lake can be re-
moved from the protected zone 
what’s to stop council from al-
lowing more developments 
along the lakeshore or at other 
lakes under its jurisdiction?

Though he’s not holding his 
breath, he’d like to see council 
reverse its decision or, at the 
very least, provide an explana-
tion to the ratepayers and land-
owners who have voiced oppo-
sition to the development.

“We’re concerned that this is 
sewing waves of development 
around Iroquois Lake, and es-
sentially turning he lake into a 

play pool for big boys’ toys, and 
not the pristine and calm fish-
ing lake it was for the last mil-
lennium.”

Dr. von Dewitz certainly isn’t 
alone in this concern. In a de-
tailed presentation to council, 
Ken Karalash, whose family 
has been landowners along the 
shore of Iroquois Lake for the 
past 45 years, said he could re-
call a time in the 1970s when 
the lake water was still drink-
able.

His question for council: 
when is enough enough?

“Will this council put aside 
economic gain by not permit-
ting the further development of 
this lake to occur, or stand up 
and say they will protect what 
they have?” he asked. “An as-
set is only an asset until it is 
destroyed or no longer viable.”

The Chronicle reached out to 
the R.M. of Leask for comment, 
but received no reply before 
deadline.

SARCS burger sales have been busy this summer.

RESORT VILLAGE OF CHITEK LAKE
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

The Resort Village of Chitek Lake is currently accepting 
applications for the position of Chief Administrative Officer.
The Administrator will provide organizational leadership to 
municipal staff. This position is responsible to Council for 
providing overall administration of the Municipality and will 
ensure the effective utilization of the financial and administrative 
resources. 
As the Administrator, you will have strong interpersonal and 
communication skills, including the ability to build trusted 
relationships with internal and external stakeholders. You 
will be a strong decision maker with high integrity and have 
authentic leadership skills, providing guidance and support for 
staff and community. As the successful candidate, you will have 
a thorough understanding of municipal operations, including: 
legislation, finance, budgeting, infrastructure, planning and 
economic development. In addition to your understanding of 
municipal operations, you will have the knowledge of business, 
administration, financial management, strategic planning, 
policy development, and implementation, resource allocation 
and leadership.
As the successful candidate you will have a:

• Certificate in Local Government Administration or be in the 
process of completing the LGA Courses.

• Experience with MuniSoft software including the Tax Roll, 
Accounts Receivable, General Ledger, Accounts Payable 
and Bank Reconciliation programs.

• Strong Communication, Management, Organizational and 
Interpersonal Skills.

• Experience with Financial Planning and Asset Management
The Resort Village of Chitek Lake offers a competitive salary 
with a comprehensive benefits package including extended 
health and dental benefits, short-term disability and long-term 
disability. Salary will be determined based on qualifications and 
experience.

TOPS Shellbrook 
(Take Off Pounds Sensibly)

is hosting an information night on

Tues., Aug. 17 – 6:30 - 7:30 pm
@ Shellbrook Pentecostal Assembly

(61–2nd Street W., Shellbrook)

Call Brian @ 306-841-7966 for more 
details or visit www.tops.org

TOWN OF SHELLBROOK

NOTICE OF CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
MUNICIPAL BY-ELECTION

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations 
of candidates for the office(s) of:
Councilor: Town of Shellbrook

Number to be elected: 1
will be received by the undersigned Monday through 
Friday, 8:30am to 4:00pm from the 5th day of August, 

2021 until the 25th day of August, 2021 at the 
Shellbrook Municipal Office.

Nominations forms may be obtained in 
the following ways:

• From our website - www.townofshellbrook.ca
• In person @ 71 Main Street

A Criminal record check must accompany all 
nomination forms and must be dated after 

August 5th, 2021.
Dated this 5th day of August, 2021

Kelly Hoare, Returning Officer

FOR SALE: 2010 JD, 24hp, 48” deck garden tractor; table saw; drill press; 
belt sander; router; 6” vice and many more tools.

HOUSEHOLD: dining room table with 6 chairs; 2 power recliners; 1 
regular recliner; TV stand; king size bed; dressers; exercise bike; elliptical 

trainer; large wooden desk and chair; freezer and many more items.

David and Cheryl are moving from their acreage and have 
well cared for items for sale.

SALE CONDUCTED BY:

OVER 40 YEARS OF SERVING YOU.

Prince Albert, SK

306-922-2300
PL # 911509

AUCTION SALE FOR 
DAVID & CHERYL MASON 

IN THEIR YARD located east of Sterling Concrete 
on the Service Road in Shellbrook, SK 

WED., AUG. 18TH, 2021 @ 5 PM

SARCS summer burger sales a smash

Scavenger hunt items are displayed in a new per-
manent sign along Spiritwood’s dyke.
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Challenge launched after Ahtahkakoop elections
A woman who ran for chief in the June 18 Ahtahaka-

koop Cree Nation elections is challenging the results of 
the council elections and seeking a redo.

Kathy Masuskapoe says there were a number of ir-

regularities with how the election was handled. With 
only four votes separating the 12th and final councilor 
and the first person who lost out on a seat, she felt tak-
ing the matter to court was the proper step.

“I believe our First Nations election 
systems need to be closely scruti-
nized, because what happened in 
this election is the main reason for 
mistrust between the people and 
the leadership,” Masuskapoe said 
in a statement. 

Masuskapoe has named all 
councillors in her federal court ap-
plication: Larry Ahenakew, Ben 
Ahenakew, Lanny Scott Ahena-
kew, Russell Ahenakew, Dean 
Genereaux, James Isbister, Pat Is-
bister, David Masuskapoe, Chad 
Peekeekoot, Rodney Saskamoose, 
Stanley Saskamoose, Evan Wil-
liams, and Cindy Williams-John-
stone.

Masuskapoe contends that the re-
sults would have been different had 
more band members been allowed 
to vote.

“A lot of people didn’t event get 
their mail-in ballot and they re-
quested them way back at the be-
ginning,” Masuskapoe said.

Masuskapoe also claims the Elec-
toral Officer, Burke Ratte, did not 
follow the First Nation’s Election 
Act. One example she provides is a 
claim her scrutineer was forced to 
leave for being disruptive. He would 
be allowed back into the building, 
but during the time he was away 
voting still took place. Masuskapoe 

explained her scrutineer merely requested photograph-
ic proof that the ballot boxes were empty before people 
voted.

“We didn’t get that picture. We had no transparency 
and accountability,” she said.

Masuskapoe also alleges the official electoral video 
camera was turned off and on during the counting of 
ballots. There was also a dispute about whether or not a 
ballot box was included in the final count or not.

Masuskapoe will be represented by Edmonton law-
yer, Evan Duffy, who has an expertise in band elections. 
She’s also supported by the Band Members Alliance and 
Advocacy Association of Canada (BMAAAC), a non-
profit organization dedicated to helping band members 
get access to justice.

“What happened under this electoral officer’s watch 
was a complete Gong Show. The people of Ahtakakoop 
First Nation deserve an election that has integrity and 
transparency.” BMAAAC president Rob Louie said in a 
statement. “A new election without the same electoral 
officer is required to restore faith and confidence in 
their electoral system.”

Members of the Walter Willoughby Horticultural Society gathered 
in Shellbrook on Wednesday, June 28, to tour local backyard gar-
dens. The tour began in Toni Sommerfeld’s garden, before moving 
to Sheila and Wayne Larson’s backyard. A lunch and much conver-
sation about gardening followed in Kinsmen Park.  
Photo Credit: Beryl Peake

21085FF0

R.M. OF CANWOOD NO. 494
PUBLIC NOTICE

In the matter of Section 13 of The Municipalities Act, being a 
statute of the Province of Saskatchewan and pursuant to the 
Public Notice Bylaw No. 2005-10 of the R.M. of Canwood No. 
494, notice is hereby given that the Council will consider at their 
Council Meeting on August 11, 2021, the matter of permanently 
closing the roadway, described as all those portions of the 
original road lying south of Block 2, Plan 64B01372 of the NW 
13-52-08 W3, on the Plan of Proposed Subdivision prepared 
by Digital Planimetrics Inc. dated June 8, 2021, as shown on 
the map below.

Any person opposing this closure will be given an opportunity 
to be heard at a public meeting of Council of the Rural 
Municipality of Canwood No. 494 to be held on August 11, 
2021, at 11:00 a.m. in the Council Chambers, 641 Main Street, 
Canwood, Sask. COVID-19 precautions are in effect, please 
contact the R.M. Office prior to attending the public meeting. 
Alternatively, any person or group that wants to comment on 
the proposed bylaw is encouraged to submit written comments 
prior to the meeting. Written submissions may be sent by 
email to rm494@sasktel.net, by Canada Post a minimum of 4 
business days in advance of the hearing or dropped off at the 
RM office during regular office hours.  
Dated in the Village of Canwood, in the Province of 
Saskatchewan, this 5th day of August, 2021.
Lorna Benson
Rural Municipal Administrator

Alex & Joyce Skarpinsky
Married August 7, 1971

Happy 50th Anniversary

Wishing you continued Happiness and Love!

Walter Willoughby Hort 
Society hosts garden tour

In
Memory

may be put in 
the Chronicle
& Herald for 
$25.00* 
(30 words) 
20¢ per 

additional word
Photo - $10.00
Shellbrook 
Chronicle

Spiritwood 
Herald

Phone 
306-747-2442

Fax 
306-747-3000

email: 
chads@sbchron.

com



4   Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com August 5, 2021

OpiniOnOpiniOn
Words are a responsibility. 

Wield them wisely
“In a free and democratic 

society, the exchange and ex-
pression of diverse and often 
controversial or unpopular 
ideas may cause discomfort.  
It is, in a sense, the price we 
pay for our freedom.”

The above quote comes from 
BC Supreme Court Justice 
Maria Morellato, who recent-
ly ruled that the city of New 
Westminster was wrong to 
cancel a rental contract with 
a church because it planned 
to hold a youth conference 
featuring a well-known anti-
LGBTQ rights advocate.

It was, Ms Morellato ruled, a case of 
the city meaning well (by attempting to 
safeguard the LGBTQ community from 
possible hate speech) without doing its 
due diligence by looking into what the 
youth conference entailed.

Given that Canada’s courts are al-
leged to be presided over by progressive 
activists, the decision comes as a sur-
prise. However its timing, coming just 
a month after the Federal Liberal gov-
ernment introduced Bill C-36, is rather 
fortuitous.

Bill C-36 aims to curtail online hate 
speech by reintroducing a civil rem-
edy for hate speech complaints, and in-
cludes a new definition of hate speech 
based on previous court decisions. It 
is, in essence, a revival of Section 13 of 
the Canadian Human Rights Act, which 
was repealed by Prime Minister Ste-
phen Harper’s government in 2014.

Per the bill’s language, the new civil 
remedy would allow a person to appear 
before a provincial court, if the person 
fears another will commit an offence 
“motivated by bias, prejudice or hate 
based on race, national or ethnic ori-
gin, language, colour, religion, sex, age, 
mental or physical disability, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity or expression, 
or any other similar factor.”

This may seem sensible, until you re-
alize that it opens the door to people be-
ing punished (or at least legally incon-
venienced) for what others believe they 
may say or do.

One would hope the evidentiary bar 
would be set almost impossibly high in 
cases where no actual offence has been 
committed. But seeing as this legislation 

is coming from the architects 
of the equally problematic Bill 
C-10, it’s hard to have any real 
confidence it will be handled 
with any competence.

If there’s any silver lining, 
it’s to be found in Ms Mo-
rellato’s ruling in the New 
Westminster case. Though 
courts sometimes have dif-
fering opinions, her decision 
sets a strong precedent when 
it comes to limiting the free-
doms of others based solely on 
what you think they’re going 
to say or do.

With all this said, the Liberals aren’t 
mistaken in their belief that hate 
speech, both online and in-person, is 
becoming a very real problem. The so-
lution, however, must be clear and nu-
anced, striking the right balance be-
tween protecting freedom of expression 
and defending the targets of hate.

Having grown up in the internet age, 
I’m no stranger to reading nasty com-
ments. But with the election of Presi-
dent Barack Obama in 2008, I began to 
see the darker, hate-filled side of social 
media.

In the 13 years since, governments 
the world over have tried time and time 
again to tackle cyberbullying in all of 
its hideous forms. For all these efforts, 
social media, online forums, and com-
ment sections are filled with more hate 
than ever, and those spewing vitriol are 
bolder and more shameless about shar-
ing their opinions.

Some may say the real problem is that 
people are just oversensitive and more 
prone to take offence to every comment, 
and to some extent this is true. But 
what’s equally problematic is our belief 
that freedom of expression absolves us 
of all accountability for what we say.

We often say actions speak louder 
than words. Yet, most actions start out 
as words and thoughts. 

Slavery, residential schools, the Holo-
caust. All of these terrible human trage-
dies began, not with action, but with the 
free sharing of words and ideas.

These events are a reminder that 
words are a great responsibility and 
must be wielded wisely. Otherwise, we 
risk repeating the mistakes of the past 
in the name of freedom.

Each Canadian owes 
$57,000 in government debt

By Franco Terrazzano
CTF Federal Director

Fifty-seven thousand dollars.
That’s the average amount each Canadian 

will owe in provincial and federal govern-
ment debt by the end of the year. 

It’s not just the rich or big corporations 
that will be mopping up this budget mess if 
politicians don’t take some air out of their 
bloated budgets. 

Politicians are already starting to try that 
strategy. But if you add up the luxury tax 
and tax on foreign homeowners in the recent 
federal budget, and throw in the wealth and 
excess profits tax the New Democrats are 
pushing for, Finance Minister Chrystia Free-
land’s 2021 deficit spending would still burn 
through that cash in about a month. Ordi-
nary Canadians would be stuck with the bills 
for the other 11 months.

That’s how staggering the borrowing has 
become.

“We’re adding on more debt in six years 
than we did in previous 152 years combined,” 
David Rosenberg, a Bay Street veteran, told 

BNN following the 2021 federal budget.
Canada’s gross debt makes up 118 per cent 

of our GDP, which is the fifth highest among 
29 industrialized countries examined by the 
International Monetary Fund. Even if we 
sold everything we produced in an entire 
year, we still couldn’t pay off that govern-
ment debt.

The provinces aren’t a bunch of beauty 
pageant contestants either. Ontario is the 
most indebted subnational government in 
the world. Not too long ago Newfoundland 
and Labrador was worried about its abil-
ity “to pay its public service.” And Alberta 
and Saskatchewan recently received credit 
downgrades. 

It’s not just the total debt that taxpayers 
need to be concerned with. 

This year, interest charges on federal and 
provincial debts will cost each Canadian 
more than $1,000. That money can’t go to 
health care or to put groceries on the table 
because it’s going to the bond fund managers 
to service the government debt. 
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Report from the Legislature
It has been a warm, 

eventful few weeks since 
public health orders and 
restrictions were lifted, 
and I hope you’re en-
joying a great Saskatch-
ewan summer!

Most residents are now 
fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19, and we have 
seen a significant reduc-
tion in transmission and 
hospitalization. While 
our return to more nor-
mal activities is encour-
aging, COVID-19 still 
poses a risk to those who 
aren’t fully vaccinated.

As of Aug. 8, the Sas-
katchewan Health Au-
thority (SHA) is shifting 
from mass vaccination 
clinics to focused out-
reach, targeting those 
who are partially or un-
vaccinated.

While the provincial 
vaccination program 
will continue through 
targeted walk-in and 
pop-up clinics in pub-
lic places and at sum-
mer events, as well as 
through participating 
pharmacies, residents 
are asked to take advan-
tage of all the options 

currently available to 
them.

For guidance on CO-
VID-19, including the 
requirements for self-
isolation if you have a 
positive test, expecta-
tions around masking, 
information for busi-
nesses and workplaces, 
and visitation require-
ments for acute care and 
care homes, visit www.
saskatchewan.ca/liv-
ing-with-covid.

I’m pleased to report 
that the resilience and 
drive of small busi-
ness in Saskatchewan is 
leading the nation with 

86 per cent having re-
opened. Saskatchewan’s 
retail trade figures are 
also leading the nation, 
another strong indicator 
that our economic re-
covery is well underway.

Saskatchewan re-
cently joined with Al-
berta, North Dakota, 
Montana, and Idaho to 
call on Prime Minister 
Trudeau and President 
Biden to work together 
in re-opening the in-
ternational border to 
immediately allow the 
free flow of citizens, 
goods, and tourists. Se-
curely opening our bor-
der will strengthen our 
economies and continue 
building on our long his-
tory of mutual respect 
and friendship.

It is disappointing to 
hear that, although in-
ternational travel from 
the U.S. will resume on 
August 9, Saskatchewan 
will be one of the only 
jurisdictions in Canada 
that will not have an air-
port accepting interna-
tional travelers. We have 
worked to safely re-open 
our province and with 

no explanation or indi-
cation why from the fed-
eral government behind 
this decision, this is yet 
another blow to our in-
dustries who are count-
ing on international ac-
cess.

In what can only be de-
scribed as an arbitrary 
and political decision, 
the Trudeau government 
recently denied our gov-
ernment’s plan to re-
place the federal carbon 
tax. The plan exceeded 
the minimum standards 
and protected the liveli-
hoods of families across 
our province. If the fed-

eral government was 
truly willing to work 
with Saskatchewan, they 
could start by approving 
our plan today.

Our government re-
cently fulfilled key com-
mitments to improve 
quality of life in Sas-
katchewan.

The first was through 
an increase to the Se-
niors Income Plan, a 
monthly income-tested 
benefit which provides 
seniors with different 
levels of support based 
on the amount of their 
pension, taxable income 
or living arrangement. 
The benefit is higher for 
those with lower income 
and the program sup-
ports more than 15,000 
seniors to live more 
comfortably and secure-
ly.

Expanded funding 
for families with chil-
dren who have Autism 
Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD) has also been 
made available for chil-
dren up to age 11. The 
program gives parents 
funding for therapeutic 
interventions and family 

supports that best suit 
their child’s individual 
needs. These may in-
clude respite services, 
therapeutic equipment, 
and training for parents 
and caregivers. An es-
timated 1,000 families 
will benefit.

You can learn more at 
saskatchewan.ca/au-
tism.

As always, if you have 
questions, comments, 
concerns, or require as-
sistance with provincial 
government programs 
or services, please con-
tact our Constituency 
Office.

ViewpointViewpoint

HON. SCOTT MOE, 
PREMIER

~
MLA for Rosthern -

 Shellbrook
Toll Free: 

1-855-793-3422
scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

NADINE 
WILSON 

 MLA
~

 Saskatchewan 
Rivers

Toll Free: 
1-888-763-0615

saskrivers@sasktel.net

HON. JEREMY 
HARRISON 

 MLA
~

 Meadow 
Lake

Toll Free: 
1-877-234-6669

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

Each Canadian owes $57,000 in government debt
Continued from 4

What happens if interest rates rise? 
Last year, government interest charges cost Cana-

dians about $50 billion. The Fraser Institute esti-
mates that deficits in Canada would increase by an-
other $17 billion if interest costs return to their 2019 
levels. And they aren’t the only economists sounding 
the alarm. 

“Are we really going to make this assumption that 
interest rates are going to stay static for the next 10 
or 20 years?” said Rosenberg. “I just find so many 
people have short memories against what happened 
in the 1970s into the 1980s, and then all the tough 
choices and the hardship to get our fiscal situation 
back into some mode of stability.”

Those tough choices included the closing down of 
52 hospitals on the prairies after “we left a fiscal situ-
ation in Saskatchewan until it was a crisis,” according 
to former finance minister Janice Mackinnon. 

That’s a crucial lesson. Eventually politicians will 
be forced to make tough decisions, and it’s better to 
tackle the debt challenges now before tougher choices 
are forced on us. 

Here’s another crucial lesson: the seeds to our debt 
problem were planted long before COVID-19.

It’s important to keep the massively expensive CO-
VID-19 spending temporary so these programs don’t 
become permanent red ink. 

But even before COVID-19, Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau increased Canada’s per person (and inflation 
adjusted) spending to heights never before seen. In-
stead of fulfilling his promise to balance the budget in 
2019, Trudeau spent more than his predecessors did 
in any one year during the Second World War, Ko-
rean War, or during recessions in the 1980s, 1990s 
and 2000s.

Rather than taking his foot off the gas pedal, 
Trudeau is using COVID-19 to increase permanent 
federal government spending by $100 billion by 2026.

So how can Canadians shrink that $57,000 govern-
ment debt bill? 

Governments need to do what families and busi-
nesses have done: find ways to save money. Over-
spending has become habitual, but that doesn’t mean 
it’s inevitable. Taxpayers need to send a clear mes-
sage that it’s time for fiscal sanity.

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

151 Service Road E., Shellbrook 
(Beside Naber Ford)
www.naberpowersports.com 306-747-6100

Naber Powersports is looking for a full-time 
parts person that will work with customers at 
the front counter and with technicians in the 
shop. We are willing to train the right individual.

Duties include:
• Inputting Orders

• Shipping & Receiving
• Over The Counter Customer Assistance

To apply:
Call Luke @ 306-747-6100 or

email resume to sales@naberpowersports.com
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Bones, beef, bangs all part of Meeting Lake festivities
It was activity packed Saturday down 

at Meeting Regional Park. These events 
would normally be a part of the park’s 
Canada Day celebrations but due to pan-
demic restrictions and weather they were 
not able to do them on that weekend.

The annual outdoor Bunnock tourna-
ment was a real attraction with orga-
nizers needing a waiting list because of 
overwhelming interest. The tournament 
was full with 20 teams participating. The 
A-side winners were Kim Golding, Roy 
Balkwill, Brandon Golding, and Justin 
Golding. They took home a $200 prize. 
The B-side winners were Gordon Moore, 
Justin Moore, Alesha Moore, and Johna-
thon Moore, who received Meeting Lake 
Regional Park t-shirts. 

Denise Staver said the tournament “was 
definitely a favourite and was extremely 
well ran.” She also said that they could 
plan a larger event for next year given the 
amount of interest.

A silent auction was held throughout the 
day which had 78 items for sale. All of the 

items were donations and the proceeds 
of the auction will go towards the Fire 
Garage for the water hauler trailer and 
equipment. Denise said that the support 
from area businesses and individuals was 
appreciated.

A market was run in the afternoon with 
13 tables filled with handmade wood dec-
orations, market garden vegetables, farm 
fresh eggs, fishing supplies, home bak-
ing, jewelry, makeup, and more. There 
was also a lemonade stand run by Everley, 
aged 5, and Grayson, aged 4, who were 
selling cups for 25 cents.

Throughout the day, there were a vari-
ety of treats for families to enjoy. Stella 
and Kenn, who run the Park’s Concession, 
had chilli nachos and beef on a bun on 
special for the day in addition to their reg-
ular menu. Ice cream was also available. 

Free mini golf for children under the age 
of 12 was available for the afternoon. The 
mini golf course has received some up-
grades over the past 3 years, which have 
been enjoyed by the kids. Mini golf was 

busy for the entire after-
noon and Mr. Freezies were 
handed out to help the kids 
cool down. 

The day wrapped up with 
a fireworks show. Denise 
said the park was packed 
with spectators at the 
beach, in their boars on the 
water, and even those who 
were able to view from their 
cabins or trailers. Spir-
itwood Fire Department 
had made their way down 
to come and assist Pyroex 
from Hafford who shot off 
the lights show.

The A-side winners of the Meeting Lake Bunnock tournament took home a 
$200 prize.

Hon. Scott Moe, Premier
MLA for Rosthern-Shellbrook

scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

Nadine Wilson
MLA for Saskatchewan Rivers

saskrivers@sasktel.net

Hon. Jeremy Harrison
MLA for Meadow Lake

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

Our government is investing over $18.1 million in our provincial parks to 
improve accessibility and infrastructure. Some of these improvements include 
more accessible trails and pathways, wheelchair-accessible picnic sites and 
campsites within campgrounds, and facilities with accessible washrooms, 
showers, front desk reception areas and ramps.

Provincial Parks Continue to Add Accessible 
Features Throughout Parks System

For more information visit: tourismsaskatchewan.com/places-to-go/provincial-parks

TOWN OF SHELLBROOK
www.townofshellbrook.ca

The Town of Shellbrook currently has an excellent
opportunity for a full-time Customer Service

Representative/Office Assistant.

If you are enthusiastic, enjoy a challenge and love
working with the public in a fast-paced office

environment; then we want you on our team! In this
role, you will need the ability to multi-task & pay close 

attention to detail. Excellent communication and
problem solving skills will be beneficial. A strong 

background in Microsoft Office is required.

Competition closes when a suitable candidate is found.

Résumés may be submitted to the Town Office at

71 Main Street, or by

mail: Box 40, Shellbrook, SK, S0J 2E0
email: cao@townofshellbrook.ca

fax: (306) 747-3111

TEAM

www.boechlerschiraauction.com

BOECHLER-SCHIRA AUCTIONEERING
Prov. Lic. #335992       Box 552, Spiritwood, SK
Kelly Schneider 306-342-4647 • Cell: 306-386-7110

Fred Walter 306-883-2797 • Cell: 306-883-7368

Farm Auction Sale for the Estate of 
Orest Krushelniski

Saturday, August 21, 2021 – 10:00 am 
Highway #378 South of Spiritwood 13.5 kms (8.5 miles). Watch for Signs!

UPCOMING SALES:
Sat., Aug. 28th – Dispersal Sale for Cando Country Catering

 45 kms South of Battleford Highway #4 or 38 kms North of Biggar Highway #4

Sat., Oct. 2nd – Consignment Sale Medstead Hall – Live Auction

Terms of Payment: Interac Debit, Cash, or Cheque with ID

Boechler-Schira Auctioneering does not charge buyers fee 
on items sold at our sales

Check our website or Facebook for more details and pictures

The B-side winners of the Meeting Lake Bunnock tournament took home 
some park t-shirts.

Bunnock bones lined up and ready for a new game 
in the popular tournament. 

Items were aplenty at the outdoor market, which 
had 13 tables.
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In internet age consumers must be wary
When it comes to food 

safety, consumers can be 
forgiven for at times be-
ing confused about just 
what is safe and what is 
dangerous. 

It was back in 2015 
when the International 
Agency for Research on 
Cancer classified glypho-
sate as “probably carci-
nogenic to humans.” 

That pronouncement 
set off an extended de-
bate surrounding the 
widely used pesticide, 
sending shudders of con-
cern through consum-
ers worried about food 
safety and among farm-
ers wondering if a popu-
lar weed control option 

might be more tightly 
controlled, or ultimately 
lost. 

Ultimately, the furor 
died down with regula-
tory agencies in a num-
ber of countries, includ-
ing the Canadian Pest 
Management Regulatory 
Agency, determining that 
use of glyphosate follow-
ing label directions show 
no evidence of human 
carcinogenicity. 

Now the storyline 
seems to have taken a 
complete turn around. 

In May, Health Canada 
proposed increasing the 
maximum residue levels 
of glyphosate for com-
modities such as oats, 

lentils, peas and beans. 
For traditional produc-

ers the news will be seen 
as positive – an affirma-
tion that glyphosate re-
mains a very safe prod-
uct.  

Given that produc-
ers now regularly grow 

crops which have been 
developed to be glypho-
sate resistant, allowing 
for a steady use of the 
product in weed control, 
continued use and high-
er tolerances are very 
positive. 

Canadians had 75 
days to comment on the 
changes. The consulta-
tion period ended July 
20. It will be interesting 
to see what sort of com-
ments come out of the 
process, especially given 
the concerns raised in 
2015. 

A larger concern 
though comes out of the 
winding road glyphosate 
safety has been on the 

last few years, and that 
is how consumers wade 
through the increasing 
volume of information at 
their fingertips. 

The first step is always 
to check the source, as 
the internet is a world 
where almost anything 
can be posted by expert 
or inexpert alike. 

However, the interpre-
tation of research data 
is not an exact science, 
and different people will 
draw different conclu-
sions based on the same 
material. 

It comes down to con-
sumers needing to thor-
oughly investigate those 
things they feel are con-

cerning to them. It is 
not a case of accepting 
the first report, or story 
one reads, but looking to 
find multiple reputable 
sources offering their 
findings and then mak-
ing the best decision 
possible. 

It will not always be a 
simple black and white 
thing – whether to con-
tinue eating a certain 
thing, or opting not to 
because of health con-
cerns. 

Instead, consumers 
must make the best deci-
sion to balance what they 
feel is an acceptable risk 
with the best conclusions 
they can find.

Calvin

Daniels

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

AgricultureAgriculture

APAS calls on businesses to support producers
faced with a devastating drought

The Agricultural Producers Associa-
tion of Saskatchewan (APAS) is calling 
on businesses in the agricultural value 
chain to recognize the challenges faced 
by Saskatchewan producers as they 
face a devastating drought and signifi-
cant financial burdens.

“Right now, producers are facing se-
rious challenges and difficult business 
decisions,” said APAS President Todd 

Lewis. “Many Saskatchewan produc-
ers have not seen a significant rainfall 
since early June. Their crops are not 
recovering even if the sky opens today. 
We need financial institutions, cash 
advance administrators, suppliers, and 
buyers to recognize these conditions 
and assist producers. With expected 
yields well below average and higher 
feed costs for the livestock industry, 

producers may have difficulty meeting 
the repayment deadlines.”

Lewis recognized the recent an-
nouncement by Farm Credit Corpora-
tion of a plan to assist customers facing 
production and revenue challenges and 
recommended Canada’s financial insti-
tutions to adopt similar plans.

“Agriculture supports a lot of busi-
ness activity in Canada, and 1 in 8 
jobs,” Lewis said. “All of our suppliers 
and customers benefit when we do well, 
and I would hope they can recognize 
the need for flexibility when we are fac-
ing challenges.”

APAS is hearing concerns from pro-

ducers holding forward contracts with 
grain companies about their ability to 
buy out those contracts.

“As with any other contract, it would 
be wise for producers to consult their 
lawyer in these circumstances, as we 
are in an unprecedented production 
and quality shortfall,” Lewis said.

Lewis points out that these provi-
sions can be difficult to understand 
due to a lack of consistency in contract 
terms across the industry. For years 
APAS has been advocating for one 
standardized contract in Canada to en-
sure the documents are fair for all par-
ties involved.

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Glen 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 
please contact Brent, 

Glen, Boyd or Frederick

PRINCE ALBERT LIVESTOCK SALES

Mon., Aug. 9, 2021
Regular Sale 9:30 a.m.

Producers wishing to market cattle prior 
to sale day please contact the 

office 306-763-8463 for delivery.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Glen 306-960-4732 • Boyd 306-841-7998 • Frederick 306-227-9505  
 Office 306-763-8463 ~ Fax 306-763-4620  

For market info visit: www.northernlivestocksales.ca 

A division of Northern Livestock Sales

Op-ed: Unleash Canada’s 
full potential now

By Warren Steinley
MP, Regina-Lewvan

The Canadian Free Trade Agreement 
was supposed to liberalize trade between 
provinces in 2017. However, most prov-
inces have since made no progress in 
reducing interprovincial trade barriers. 
Now more than ever, with Canada’s dam-
aged economy, action must be taken.

There are various barriers to trade: 
differences in regulations, certification 
requirements for professions, and pro-
vincial monopolies over the distribution 
of alcohol, to name a few. Each province 
has unique policies, which hinder trade, 
lower productivity, reduce worker mo-
bility and raise prices for goods and ser-
vices.

If we were to tear down internal 
trade barriers, Canada stands to add an 
$80-billion-a-year stimulus to its econo-
my at absolutely no extra cost. The Inter-
national Monetary Fund estimated that 
administrative barriers to trade of goods 
across provincial borders cost the coun-
try the equivalent of 4 per cent of annual 
gross domestic product. Removing them 
would create more than $2,000 per per-

son.
Imagine the frustration from our win-

eries, for example, that have an easier 
time trading with their American coun-
terparts than with other Canadian prov-
inces. To characterize this as absurd is an 
understatement. 

My colleague Dan Albas presented a 
Private Member’s Bill, which I seconded, 
on this exact issue, providing a solution 
via direct consumer purchases through 
Canada Post. Conservatives recognize 
the potential that Canada has within 
its own borders to help Canadian en-
trepreneurs and consumers. The online 
environment today gives the federal gov-
ernment an opening to find creative solu-
tions. Only four provinces currently allow 
direct-to-consumer shipping of alcoholic 
products: British Columbia, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, and Nova Scotia. Many 
provinces, like Québec and Ontario, are 
highly protective of their sectors and 
their state monopolies. This PMB would 
require them to explicitly step out of the 
agreement to stop such practices- a move 
they will have much difficulty justifying.

Continued on page 8
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Op-ed: Unleash Canada’s 
full potential now

Continued from 7
But why even jump through all these 

hoops? There is an even easier solution: 
political good-will. Experts agree that 
the entirety of the problem can be fixed 
within a weekend. 

Some provinces have taken measures 
together. The New West Partnership 
Trade Agreement (NWPTA) between 
British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatch-
ewan and Manitoba is a perfect example. 

The agreement is a standard for how 
provinces can remove trade barriers by 
establishing groups to deal with labour 
mobility, financial services, government 
procurement, alcoholic beverages, and 
more. It has led to a deal to harmonize 
construction codes by 2025 to make it 
easier for builders and suppliers to do 
business across the country. This alone 
may produce economic gains of up to $1 
billion by 2028. It has also moved to har-
monize quality inspections for apples, 
potatoes, and blueberries, for example, 

which can differ from provincial in-
spections. Its guided provinces to adopt 
common standards within occupational 
health and safety rules for items like first 
aid kit contents, and life jackets. These 
are amazing steps that provinces can 
take to create jobs, grow the economy, 
make the lives of Canadians better. 

With that said, all provinces can and 
should act unilaterally to reduce trade 
barriers. The Alberta government, for 
instance, unilaterally removed 8 of 14 
remaining exceptions to the Canadian 
Free Trade Agreement. Other provinces 
should also follow suit.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has stunted 
Canada’s economy. More than ever, we 
need common sense solutions to maxi-
mize Canada’s potential and secure our 
future. And we need them now. We can 
no longer afford to procrastinate. Ca-
nadian jobs and our economic recovery 
from COVID-19 is counting on it. Let’s 
get it done. 

Fireworks lit up the sky at Cozy Creek Campground to end off their August 
long weekend celebrations.

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Limited Capacity. Tuesday 9 am - 5 pm; 
Wednesday 9 am - 5 pm; Friday 9 am - 5 pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Appointment only. Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm; 
Thursday 10 am - 2 pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Curb Side Pickup. Tuesday 12 pm - 4 pm; 
Wednesday 12 pm - 4 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Appointment only. Wednesday 11 am - 6 pm; Friday 
11 am - 5 pm; Saturday 10 am - 4 pm. Contact us for more info 306-497-3130, www.
wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Appointment Only. Wednesday 11:30 am - 4:30 pm; 
Thursday 11:30 am - 4:30 pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Appointment only. Tues-
day 10 am - 4 pm; Thursday 10 am - 4 pm; Friday 12 pm - 4 pm. Call 306-468-2501 to 
book a slot.
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Appointment only. Monday 2 pm - 7 pm; Tuesday 10 
am - 4 pm.  Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Limited Capacity. Tuesday 10:30 am 
- 5 pm; Friday 10:30 am - 5 pm; Saturday 1 pm - 4 pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Appointment only. Tuesday 2 pm - 7 pm; Thursday 2 pm 
- 8 pm; Saturday 9 am - 2 pm. For information on all your library needs, please contact 
306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway Ave., 
West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Limited capacity - Monday 2 pm - 6 pm; 
Tuesday 12 pm - 8 pm; Wednesday 2 pm - 8 pm; Thursday 12 pm - 6 pm; Friday 9 am 
- 4 pm. 
SHELL LAKE AREA: 2021 Thickwood Hills Studio Trail – Saturday, August 7: 10am 
- 6pm & Sunday, August 8: 10am - 5pm. Introducing new studios & guest artists! Follow 
the blue moon signs on the 20th annual self-drive tour of unique studios in the Shell 
Lake area. Contact: 1-306-281-4020, www.thickwoodhillsstudiotrail.com, facebook.
com/thickwoodhillsstudiotrail
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Minor Sports Annual General Meeting – Tuesday, Sep-
tember 7, 2021, 7 pm @ Shellbrook Seniors Hall

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SUNDAY

Spiritwood - 9:00 a.m.
Leoville - 11:00 a.m.

Chitek Lake - Closed for 
the Season

Everyone Welcome
SATURDAY

Shell Lake - 8:00 p.m.
Medstead - 6 p.m. 

Father Ramel Macapala 
-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

-----------------------

SEVENTH DAY  
ADVENTIST

407 - 2nd Ave .E, 
Shellbrook

Sat., 9:45 am - 
Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am - Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398
-----------------------
MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 10:00 am

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 1st Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
3rd Sunday - 10 am 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------
Gideons International 

of Canada
Battlefords Camp

Phone Art Martynes 
(306) 389-4633

-----------------------
EVANGELICAL FREE

Mont Nebo
 Wed., 7:30 pm -

Bible Study & Prayer
  Sun., 10:30 am - Worship  
 Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY  CHURCH
Spiritwood

Sun., 11 am - Worship 
Service & Sunday School

-----------------------
BELBUTTE FULL 

GOSPEL
   11 am  Worship Service

  1st Sun., 7:30 pm 
- Hymn Sing

Pastor Floyd Berg
-----------------------

COWBOY  CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

Praise & WorshiP

Advertising 
Deadline is: FRIDAY 4 P.M.

Cozy Creek Campground 
celebrates nine years 

Cozy Creek Campground’s August 
Long weekend celebration finished off 
with a bang last Saturday. The camp-
ground, located south of the town of 
Spiritwood, celebrated nine year of op-
eration this year and are looking forward 
to 10 next year. 

They were not able to hold their usu-
al August celebration last year due to 
pandemic restrictions but it didn’t stop 
them from putting on a good time for 
their campers and friends this year. The 
usual activities were split in between two 
weekends this year, as they held a 40s, 
50s, and 60s birthday party just a couple 
of weekends prior where they hired a DJ 
and put on supper. 

This past weekend, they had a mar-
ket in the morning that was filled with 
needlework, garage sale items, and some 

personalized mugs, t-shirts and other 
items. They had a horseshoe competi-
tion, won by Robin and Glenda, who 
each took home a cooler pack as a prize. 

A free BBQ supper was put on by the 
social committee who served up hotdogs 
and hamburgers with money coming 
from donations and bottle returns. 

The big fireworks show, which is al-
ways a highlight at the campground, was 
a combined effort from donations, the 
social committee, and the campground 
owners. The show lasted 20 minutes and 
was quite a spectacle, as around $2,800 
worth of fireworks were set off. 

Campground owners Tyler and Daune 
Dewhurst were happy with the success 
of their events this year and said it was 
nice everyone was able to relax a little 
and have a good time.
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Minutes of a Village of Canwood meeting
(Where necessary, the following minutes 

may have been edited for clarity or brevity)
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Coun-

cil for the Village of Canwood, held at 580 
Main Street (café), Canwood, Sask., on 
Monday, June 21, 2021. 

Meeting was called to order by Mayor 
Thompson at 5:59 p.m. 

Present: Mayor – Robert Thompson, 
Deputy Mayor — Ken Moar, Councillors 
– Lorne Benson and Ron Willner, and Ad-
ministrator – Erin Robertson

Delegations: 5:59 p.m. to 6:28p.m. — Staff 
Sergeant, Shannon Haggarty from Ahtah-
kakoop RCMP Detachment, Animal Con-
trol, Traffic Safety, Drugs and Drug Traf-
ficking.

Willner: That the minutes of the May 
19,2021, Regular Meeting of Council be ap-
proved as amended. Carried

Moar: That the minutes of the May 
27,2021, Special Meeting of Council be ap-
proved as presented. Carried

Moar: That the Statement of Financial 
Activities and Bank Reconciliation for the 
month of May 2021 be approved as present-
ed. Carried

Thompson: That the water report for the 
month of May 2021 be approved as present-
ed. Carried

Willner: That we acknowledge receipt 
of Maintenance Manager Calendar, Office 
Assistant and Administrator Attendance 
Statements for May 2021 as presented. Car-
ried

Benson: That we issue Cheques 5317 
to 5338 and Other payments totaling 
$36,511.12, as detailed on attached List of 
Accounts for Approval, Pay Period 05 and 
June payroll advance from the general ac-
count. Carried

Committee updates: 
Highway 55 Waste Management Corpo-

ration - verbal report provided by Robert 
Thompson

Public  Works  Committee  - Verbal  re-
port  provided  by  Robert Thompson and 
Ron Willner

Thompson: That we agree to register Ad-
ministrator, Erin Robertson in the available 
fall training with Asset Management SK, for 
a fee of$499.00, plus applicable taxes.

Moar: That we agree to pay the cost of 
$200, plus applicable taxes, so as Admin-
istrator, Erin Robertson may renew her 
appointment to be a Notary Public for Sas-
katchewan. Carried

Thompson: That the correspondence be 
noted and filed: Water Security Agency Re-
scinding of the Precautionary Drinking Wa-
ter Advisory that was issued May 17, 2021; 
North Saskatchewan River Basin Council 
request for membership and contribution 
to youth initiative; Financial support re-
quest to City of Prince Albert in funding the 
operation of Marion Aquatics; Ministry of 
Government Relations COVID-19 informa-
tion update;  North Central Transportation 
Planning Committee Notice of Annual Gen-
eral Meeting; JS Industries Well Inspection 
Report; Resident compliant letter regarding 
animal at large; Resident compliant letter 
regarding animal control. Carried

Benson: That we agree to not renew our 
membership with North Saskatchewan 
River Basin Council. Carried

Benson: That we agree to approve Policy 
LU- 1, Shipping Container (sea can) Policy 
as attached to these minutes, with a review 
date of June 2022. Carried

Thompson: That we agree to hire Liam 
Thiessen to our term summer Labourer po-

sition at a rate of $15 per hour, with a start 
date to be determined by the Administrator. 
Caarried

Willner: That we acknowledge SAMA 
Agreement to Adjust Assessment- 2021 as 
presented. Carried

Let the minutes note that Mayor Thomp-
son left Chambers at 9:48 p.m. and returned 
at 9:49 p.m.

Moar: That the Council hereby declares 
the land located on Lot 20-23, Block 2, Plan 
Y3516 Ext. 0, the civic address of the prop-
erty being 650 Railway Avenue, to be a nui-
sance under Section 8 of Bylaw No. 2018-
04 the Nuisance Abatement Bylaw, for the 
following reason(s): Overgrown grass and 
weeds;

That the Designated Officer is hereby 
authorized to issue an order to the owner 
of the said property requiring them to un-
dertake the following work: Mow all grass/
weeds and whipper snip around buildings 

and fixtures; 
With said work to be completed on or be-

fore the 12th day of July, 2021; and that if 
the work noted above is not completed by 
the date noted above, the municipality is 
authorized to take whatever steps are nec-
essary to complete the work and recover the 
costs. Carried

(Editor’s note: council carried motions to 
issue nuisance orders to three further prop-
erties)

Thompson: That we move to in-camera at 
9:55 p.m. sighting Human Resources topics 
and ask that the Administrator leave Coun-
cil chambers.

Thompson: That we move out of in-cam-
era at 10:05 p.m. and ask the Administrator 
to rejoin the meeting.

Benson: That we adjourn at 10:08 p.m., 
and set the next regular meeting of Council 
to be July 19, 2021, commencing at 6 p.m. 
Carried
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LUTHERAN CHURCH

Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
St. John’s - Shellbrook

Sunday School, 
Live-stream worship 
service on Facebook, 

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Daniel Mooseely

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Pastor David Bodvarson

306-747-7235
Canwood

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Glenn Blazosek

306-468-2138
Leask Gospel Tabernacle

Sunday 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Lorne Valuck

------------------------
SOVEREIGN GRACE 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Currently meeting in 

homes on Sunday morning
& Wednesday evenings

Leask 306-466-4498 
Marcelin 306-226-4615

------------------------

PRESBYTERIAN
Mistawasis

Sunday worship
11:00 a.m.

Rev. Katherine Bretzlaff
------------------------

IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN

Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship 
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday, 9 a.m. - Service
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service
Re-opening for services 

Sun. Mar. 14, 2021, 11 a.m.
Canwood - Christ Church
Sunday, 11 a.m. - Service  

------------------------
UNITED CHURCH

Big River
Sundays 

10 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

MENNONITE 
BRETHREN CHURCH

Blaine Lake Gospel Chapel 
109 Railway Ave. W.

Blaine Lake
306-497-3316

Pastor: Rick Schellenberg
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 

Worship
------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.

Summer: 10:30 a.m. - 12
306-469-2258

Youth Nite: Fridays
Mont Nebo

Bible Study & Prayer
Sun., 11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

------------------------
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Debden
Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 

Fr. Dong Doan
Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Dong Doan 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday -  9 a.m.
Mistawasis

2nd & 4th Sundays, 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Phong Tran

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398

Praise & WorshiP
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Whalley’s decades-long search leads to family
“Do you really want to know?” David 

Whalley’s cousin, Lance, asked him 
during a phone call two or three years 
ago. “You might not like what you find.”

The question and warning came in 
response to Whalley’s own questions 
about a family he’d been denied contact 
with his entire life, and after decades 
of searching for answers he says he felt 
like he was entitled to the truth.

“I asked questions, like ‘Did I have a 
family? Who were they?’ and I got no 
answers from my parents and from 
people who knew,” he recalled.

Whalley was born in a Canadian 
military hospital in Nottingham, Eng-
land, in the midst of World War Two. 
When he was just six months, he and 

his mother, Peggy, were evacuated from 
the base because Nottingham and Shef-
field were getting pounded by German 
air raids.

They were resettled on a farm just 
south of Battleford, Sask, and it’s here 
where Whalley says the lies about his 
life and family roots began.

“I originally thought I was evacuated 
as a baby, and not with my mom,” he 
said. 

Though he has since learned that he 
was evacuated with his mom, Whalley 
spent the first six years of his life liv-
ing with a family he believed to be his 
own while his mother was in hospital 
in North Battleford (to this day, he still 
doesn’t know why she was there).

His was a normal life for 
a child in those days, until 
the man he now calls Uncle 
Fred turned his world on its 
head.

“One morning, when I 
was six or seven years old, 
his two boys and I were sit-
ting down having breakfast 
and getting ready to take 
our horses to school,” he re-
called. “Uncle Fred said to 
us, ‘Boys, you’re not going to 
school today. We’re going to 
go and meet Dave’s mom.’”

Whalley says those words 
gave him the biggest fear of 
his life, and he ran away and 
hid. Matters only got worse 
when he met the woman 
who was supposed to be his 
mother, and she spoke with 
a British accent – a difficult 
reality for a child’s mind to 
process.

This rocky beginning to Whalley’s 
relationship with his mother character-
ized their relationship throughout his 
childhood and adulthood, and stands 
in stark contrast with how he thought 
of his father, Jim, who served during 
World War Two and the Korean War as 
a fighter pilot.

Per his own recollections, Whalley 
first met his father when he was nine, 
after years of receiving gifts and letters 
from him. Their relationship blossomed 
from the get-go, but it was cut short 
when his father died just six years later 
and he was left alone with his mom.

Whalley remembers feeling resent-
ful towards other kids his age, who all 
had brothers, sisters, and cousins and 
didn’t believe him when he said he 
didn’t have any.

But the first indication that a secret 
was being kept from him came when 
he was in Grade 9 and discovered he 
wasn’t eligible for a Social Insurance 
Number. 

“Dad was already dead by this time, 
so I couldn’t prove my Canadian roots. 
I called Uncle Fred, and he had to fill 
out reams and reams of forms swearing 
that I was my father’s son,” he said. 

“The end result is that I had to take 
classes to become and be sworn in as a 
Canadian citizen,” he added, explaining 
that he’s since learned he’d been clas-
sified as a refugee because his mother 
had incorrectly registered him as a 
British citizen even though a Canadian 
military hospital is technically Cana-
dian soil.

Whalley’s suspicions about his fam-
ily background only grew when he ap-
plied for a passport a few years later 
and received a letter classifying him as 
“Canadian now, born abroad.” But all 
throughout her life, his mother refused 
to share anything about herself or their 
extended family.

“I don’t want to find excuses for me 
turning to alcohol and drugs as a young 
person, but with those resentments 
and my relationship to my mother I got 
a temporary reprieve through alcohol 
and drugs,” he says, adding that he paid 
the price for this escape later in life, be-
fore finding his life’s calling as a pastor.

After searching for his own answers 
from the age of 13, the first opportunity 
presented itself when he discovered his 
cousin, Lance, who 
had emigrated to Can-
ada from England. Af-
ter a heated exchange 
and a warning, Lance 
eventually relented 
and shared the contact 
information of two 

more of his cousins, Lisa Durrant (from 
his mother’s side) and Louise (from his 
father’s side).

As it turned out, Lisa had been 
searching for Whalley years, after she 
found some old letters referencing him 
and his mother in some old family be-
longings.

“I felt loved and wanted, for probably 
the first time in my life. They cared, and 
I felt a love I had never experienced be-
fore,” he said. “I feel a part of something 
that I’ve never felt a part of in my life.”

Not only was Lisa eager to get to know 
him, she was also keen to end the de-
cades of secrecy surrounding his moth-
er’s life and family tree. Finally, about 
a year ago, the search for answers bore 
fruit, providing Whalley with some 
long overdue answers to his many ques-
tions, and closure with regards to his 
mother’s life.

His mother had been born out of 
wedlock to Jane Parry (a social faux pas 
at the time). For reasons still unknown 
the two had been homeless for at least 
some time, sleeping in garage up until 
Jane’s sudden death of cardiac failure 
in 1919. After this, family records sug-
gest Whalley’s mother was taken in by 
various family members.

“I never knew anything about mom’s 
past. If I would have known, my rela-
tionship to my mother would have been 
completely different,” Whalley said.

Now that he knows he has family in 
England, the United States, Wales, 
Austria, and even Tasmania, Whalley 
is eager to get to know and eventually 
meet them all. If the American border 
opens up on Aug. 21, Whalley hopes 
to visit a cousin from Minnesota. Next 
year, the plan is to travel to The U.K. to 
meet Lisa and his extended British and 
Welsh family. 

Excitement aside, Whalley says his 
lack of experience with family has left 
him uncomfortable, unsure of how to 
communicate with them, and fearful 
of saying the wrong thing. He also can’t 
help but wonder how many others may 
be in a situation similar to his.

This is why he feels it’s vital for par-
ents to be honest with their children.

“Why do you have to wait until you’re 
over 70 to find out the truth?” he said. 
“When kids ask questions, give them 
the truth. Don’t hide it.”

David’s mother, Peggy, with his cousin, Lisa Durrant, 
during a trip to Wales in 1972. Unbeknownst to Da-
vid, Lisa had been looking for him for a long time be-
fore they connected.
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Siem: good golfer, great attitude
No one is even sure 

what to call it — the 
‘British Open’ is appar-
ently offensive to those 
living in the UK; the 
‘Open Championship’ 
seems pretentious, as if 
it’s the only Open of con-
sequence in the world; 
and the plain ‘Open’ of-
fends many Americans, 
who rightly say, ‘hey, we 
have an Open, too’ — but 
the tournament held in 
mid-July in Sandwich, 
England, was a beauty.

However, we’re not 
here to talk about Col-
lin Morikawa, who won 
the event, or Louis Oost-
huizen, who lost it; or 
Brooks Koepka, who 
thinks he should always 
win these majors; or 
Bryson DeChambeau, 
who wants to grab all 
the headlines, or Jordan 
Spieth, whose putting is 
about as dependable as 
a six-month-old trying 
to put porridge into his 
mouth with an oversized 
spoon.

No, we’re here to talk 
about the comparatively 
unknown Marcel Siem, 
who played in the Open 

Championship and was 
so grateful for the oppor-
tunity.

Siem, you see, was in 
2012-14 a top-50 player 
in the world. But he fell 
victim to a golfer’s com-
mon malady — chang-
ing his swing to try to 
find another 20 yards off 
the tee — and his game 
plummeted so badly he 
soon found himself on 
Europe’s Challenge Tour.

The Challenge Tour is 
the equivalent to the mi-
nor league Korn Ferry 
Tour in the U.S., where 
up-and-coming stars, or 
aging veterans still try-
ing to ‘find it’, grind it 
out on bad courses, in 
small towns, with few 
fans, for small purses, 
in an attempt to get back 
to the big leagues, the 
PGA Tour, home to great 
courses, big cities, huge 
purses and major media 
coverage.

On the Challenge Tour, 
Siem was in that ‘aging 
veteran’ class, but the 
golfer with the man-bun 
and the enthusiastic fist 
pumps who became a fan 
favourite at St. George’s 

knows the reality of his 
existence, and accepts it 
with dogged determina-
tion.

Golf Digest reporter 
Daniel Rapaport told 
Siem’s story, and it was 
heart-warming. “There’s 
a lot of guys my age go-
ing back to the Challenge 
Tour,” Siem told Rapa-
port. “If you don’t accept 
that you lost your card, 
and (believe) you’re still 
a European Tour player 
…. and you should play 
for (millions), you can-
not compete on the Chal-
lenge Tour. There’s no 
chance. You’re grumpy. 
You’re upset all the time. 
Once… you accept that’s 

where I am, that’s the 
only way forward. I’m 
so happy to understand 
that. You have to show 
the Challenge Tour some 
respect.”

That attitude of ac-
ceptance has obviously 
led Siem to some better 
golf and now, thanks to 
his 15th-place showing 
at the Open Champion-
ship, he has earned the 
right, again, to compete 
on the European Tour. 
You don’t have a heart if 
you don’t wish for many 
good days ahead for the 
German.

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “According 
to Orange New, some 
tourists in Portugal were 
charged with gambling 
after playing bingo for 
drinks. Closer to home, 
the RCMP suspect CFL 
teams in 2021 will be 
playing for peanuts.”

• Comedy writer Alex 
Kaseberg: “Tom Brady 
played the whole season, 
and won the Super Bowl 
for Tampa Bay, with a 
torn ACL. Yes, Tom is 
incredibly tough. But he 
is also so slow he could 

play a year with a torn 
ACL and nobody could 
tell.”

• Broadcaster and for-
mer PGA tour player 
Colt Knost, after Collin 
Morikawa won the Open 
Championship, taking 
the Claret Jug away from 
2019 winner, Irishman 
Shane Lowry: “I think 
the Claret Jug will get a 
lot more sleep this year.”

• Patti Dawn Swans-
son, on Twitter: “Adam 
Larsson defects from the 
Edmonton Oilers to the 
Seattle Kraken. Looks 
like every Oil win next 
season will have to be a 
10-9 score.”

• Alex Kaseberg again: 
“The Cleveland Indi-
ans will be named the 
Guardians. So does this 
mean they’re in charge of 
Britney Spears’ estate?”

• Comedy writer Brad 
Dickson of Omaha: “It’s 
getting bad in Tokyo. The 
Olympic Torch just test-
ed positive for Covid.”

• Dickson again: “The 
Cleveland Indians have 
dropped ‘Indians’ to im-
prove their image. Good 
start. Now they just need 

to drop ‘Cleveland.’”
• Greg Cote of the Mi-

ami Herald:  “The Stan-
ley Cup got dented dur-
ing Tampa Bay’s boat 
parade. Gotta be a way to 
blame Tom Brady, no?”

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “There’s a 
reason Milwaukee won 
the NBA championship. 
After falling behind  2-0 
in the series to the Suns, 
the Bucks upped the An-
te-tokounmpo.”

• Headlines at theo-
nion.com: 1. “Giannis 
Criticized For Poor Foot-
work While Hoisting 
Finals MVP Trophy.”; 2. 
Lone Wheel From Pileup 
Rolls Across Finish Line 
In Tour De France Vic-
tory.”

• From fark.com: “Al-
gerian forfeits from judo 
because of Covid. Nah, 
just kidding, he didn’t 
want to fight an Israeli.”

• Another fark.com 
headline: “Bear breaks 
into Olympic softball fa-
cility TWICE. This bear’s 
repeating.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

SportSSportS

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

Pest management for home and garden
By Patricia Hanbidge

Integrated Pest Management 
or IPM is an approach to man-
aging pest problems while at 
the same time minimizing risk 
and effect on the environment. 
IPM is a long-term manage-
ment plan that will prevent 
pest problems, minimize dam-
age by utilizing a combination 
of control techniques. Tech-
niques like biological controls, 
manipulation of habitats, utili-
zation of resistant varieties and 
modifications of cultural prac-
tices and if needed chemical 
controls. Methods of pest man-
agement are chosen that mini-
mize risk to human health, 
beneficial and non-target or-
ganism and the environment.

So what is a pest? A pest is 
an organism that damages or 
interferes with the life cycle 
of plants we desire in our or-
chards, gardens, landscape, 
homes or wild areas you may 
be enjoying. Pests include or-
ganisms that impact our ani-
mal or human health. The pest 
itself may be a nuisance or may 
be a vector that transmits dis-
ease or causes damage to the 
water quality, animal life or 
any part of the ecosystem. 

Those that practice IPM 

are taking action to keep the 
pests from becoming an issue 
in the first place. IPM is not 
an instant technique to eradi-
cate pests but instead looking 
for a wide variety of methods 
to ensure the pest is causing 
minimal damage. There are 
a number of accepted steps to 
IPM but bear in mind that each 
pest problem is individual in 
nature. 

1. Monitoring or scouting - 
it is essential to know what is 
happening in your home and 
garden if you are going to be 
successful at IPM. A regular, 
methodical inspection of the 
landscape to detect the pres-
ence, concentration and type 
of pests.

2. Pest identification - correct 
identification of the pest caus-
ing the problem is half-way to 
the solution. An understand-
ing of the life cycle, the stages 
of the life of the pest that cause 
damage as well as good knowl-
edge of the plants affected.

3. Assessment - utilizing in-
formation form scouting and 
identification, as well as under-
standing the level of acceptable 
damage will determine the 
course of action. 

4. Implementation - once a 

management strategy has been 
selected, it should be employed 
in a timely manner. This will 
keep problems to a minimum, 
and will ensure the right strat-
egy will be used at the right 
time, in the right amount at the 
right place.

5. Evaluation - review what 
worked well and what didn’t to 
ensure best practices are fol-
lowed. 

Ideally, IPM will be: least 

disruptive of natural controls; 
least hazardous to human 
health; least toxic to non-target 
organisms; least damaging to 
the environment; most likely 
to produce permanent reduc-
tion of the pest; easiest to carry 
out effectively; cost-effective in 
the short and long term. 

Let’s look at an example of 
IPM that may resonate with 
you. The dreaded tent cater-
pillar is a regular pest we deal 

with very often. When they are 
a problem, most of us do not no-
tice there was a problem until 
the worms were huge and caus-
ing major damage. Entire areas 
of trees were stripped of leaves. 
The caterpillars pupated and 
we saw huge populations of 
little brown moths.... the adult 
form of the larvae or caterpil-
lar that causes the damage to 
the landscape. These moths lay 
eggs on their choice trees and 
the eggs will overwinter and 
hatch out next spring. Once 
eggs are laid, the moth will die. 
Using an IPM strategy you may 
consider a number of solutions 
which most likely involve the 
damaging stage of the life cycle 
of the pest (the caterpillar) pri-
or to huge amounts of damage 
has been done to the tree. 

Send along your comments 
on what you are dealing with 
for pests in your garden and 
landscape and I will attempt to 
address these issues in future 
columns. 

Hanbidge is the Lead Hor-
ticulturist with Orchid Hor-
ticulture. Find us at www.
orchidhort.com; by email at 
info@orchidhort.com; on face-
book @orchidhort and on ins-
tagram at #orchidhort.Red lily beetle.
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Some years ago I lived in Calgary Al-
berta. I moved there in search of work 
when I was about 19 years of age. It 
was booming in Calgary and within a 
day or so of being there I got a job as a 
cribber’s helper building basements. I 
recall we worked through most of the 
winter I think the year was 1979. The 
company I worked for took on some 50 
basements. 

As I arrived in Calgary I hadn’t a clue 
where I would stay. I picked up a Cal-
gary newspaper and noticed an ad for 
a basement suite. I was able to rent a 
room. The next morning I got up and 
met Brian Davis. In our conversation 
he asked me if I attended a church. I 
indicated I had just arrived in the city. 

He invited me to First Assembly on El-
bow Drive in southwest Calgary. That 
became my home church. 

Calgary was quite a change from liv-
ing in Hay River, the community I was 
born and raised in for some 18 years. I 
adjusted and, for some three summers, 
I returned to the north and worked 
in the High Arctic, always visiting my 
parents, Slim and Theresa Bodvarson. 

In 1977, just prior to moving to Cal-
gary, I had attended Red Deer College. 
I was taking a pre-law degree. When 
the next year rolled around, I sensed a 
restlessness inside me and moved on to 
Calgary. I wasn’t really sure what God 
had in store for my life.  

There is a Scripture that says “The 

steps of a good man are ordered by 
the Lord, And He delights in his way” 
(Psalm 37:23). I believe that. 

First Assembly on Elbow drive was 
the place I attended Sunday morning, 
Sunday night and even Tuesday prayer 
and Bible Study. I really enjoyed the 
preaching of Pastor Ken Bombay and 
the friendship I developed with both 
him and his wife, Joan.

One evening I was heading to First 
Assembly with a friend called Tommy. 
He was bent on going to Christian Cen-
tre that evening. He asked me three 
times if I would turn the car around 
and head to northwest Calgary. Twice I 
said no. Finally, I relented and agreed. 

I ended up at Christian Centre that 

evening. I shouldn’t have been there, 
but I was. I really believe God was di-
recting my steps. The young youth pas-
tor was introducing a guest who hap-
pened to be in the service. The guest 
had a ministry in Calgary. After the 
service I went up to meet him but no-
ticed there were too many people en-
gaging him so I was about to leave and 
it was than I met Marlene. 

Marlene and I were married in 1981 
in Calgary. So glad the Holy Spirit 
nudges us, directs us, and places us in 
the right place. I shouldn’t have been 
there, but I’m sure glad I was. 

Blessings, 
Pastor David Bodvarson 
SPA 

Thomas Francis Bazley, 
Francis to all who knew 
him, was a son, a broth-
er, a husband, a father, 
a grandfather, an uncle, 
and a friend.  He was born 
September 28th, 1923, to 
Frank and Margaret Ba-
zley and was a brother to 
Harry, Grace, and Roy.

In 1943 he enlisted in 
the army and fought in 
WWII. He suffered a 
head wound and lost his 
hearing in Holland in 
1945 just prior to the end 
of the war. He was for-
tunate to regain partial 
hearing and all whose 
lives he touched were for-
tunate that he came home 

alive. He returned to the 
farm in July of 1945 and 
was officially discharged 
from the army in August 
of that year.

He married Myrtle in 
1953 and together they 
raised 4 children: Leona, 
Stephanie, Wayne and 
Philip.

Following Myrtle’s 
passing, he married Thel-
ma and continued to live 
and work on the farm un-
til 2004 at which point, 
they moved to Canwood 
where he spent the rest of 
his life.

In 97 years of a life well 
lived there are so many 
details one could never 
hope to sum up in a few 
short minutes. Suffice to 
say, he knew how to en-
joy life despite the atroci-
ties he had seen. He loved 
playing games, camping, 
and fishing, golf, curl-
ing, reading, and spend-
ing time with family and 
friends. Everyone who 
knew him would likely 
have a different story to 
tell all showing different 
facets of a loving, kind, 
fun and generous man.

One thing that always 
stood out to me, and it 
could be my personal bias, 
but to hear him called 
“daddy’ so affectionately 
by his daughters spoke 
volumes; almost any man 
can be a father but not 
every man can be a dad-
dy. Seeing how happy he 
made Auntie Thelma was 
also a wonderful thing. 
He was always so affec-
tionate, loving, and pro-
tective. I remember one 
of the last times we spent 
together in a hospital 
waiting for her; I watched 
his eyes well with tears 
as he voiced his concern 
over her. He showed such 
quiet strength amidst 
great emotion. I am sure 
he called on this strength 
at times in his life when 
dealing with unimagina-
ble grief.

Summers were always 
spent camping and if he 
wasn’t out fishing with 
his brother in law, odds 
were good that he would 
be playing a game with 
me. He taught me how to 
play so many games; crib, 
Uno, skipbo, and lawn 

darts to name a few. Ev-
ery family holiday almost 
the first thing we did was 
pull out the crib board to 
get in a few games before 
supper. Maybe that is why 
I never learned to cook 
properly…I was too busy 
playing games with him 
while others were making 
meals.

I remember his infinite 
patience in teaching me 
the rules of games and 
how to be a better player 
in terms of strategy as 
well as how to win and 
lose graciously. I know 
my brother has very fond 
memories of Uncle Fran-
cis teaching him to curl.  
I can only assume that 
others shared our good 
fortune to have such a 
wonderful teacher. He led 
by example and was al-
ways gentle and respect-
ful with corrections and 
discipline when needed. 
As an adult, I look back 
in wonderment at the 
patience, generosity, en-
couragement and love 
I was so fortunate to be 
privy to.  He was a won-
derful man.   

FRANCIS IS LOV-
INGLY REMEMBERED 
BY: His loving wife of 46 
years: 

Thelma of Canwood, 
SK: His children and 
grandchildren: 

Stephanie (Doug) Baun 
and family: Cherrie 
(Cory) Skarpinsky - 
Curtis (Hilary) Mayoh, 
Alli (Morgan) Kreiser, 
Nikita, Erika: Jolene 
(Todd) Skauge - Jayden, 
Ethan, Kendall: Leona 
(Ron) Peden and family: 
Rick (Cori) Peden - 
Carter, Brody, Zoe:

Wayne (Carol) Bazley 
and family: Neil (Kate) 
Bazley Michael (Renae) 
Bazley - Todd, Megan: 
Phillip (Peggy) Bazley 
and family: Tera (Travis) 
Johnson - Korben, Brady, 
Caden: Raelene (Ian) 
Dyke - Landon, Kennedy, 
Chloe His great, great 
grandchildren: Mya, 
Brooklyn, Rylie Kreiser, 
Rosalie Mayoh His 
sisters-in-law: Doris 
Wideen-Bazley, Marilyn 
Simonar: Special niece 
and nephew: Paula (Lyle), 
Tim (Tracey) Numerous 

other nieces, nephews, 
and other relatives. 

PREDECEASED BY: 
His first wife: Myrtle: 
His parents: Frank and 

Margaret Bazley 
His 3 granddaughters: 

Rhonda, Leslie Peden, 
Marnie Baun 

His siblings: Grace 
Hatch, Harry (Agnes) 
Bazley, Roy Bazley 

His parents-in-law: 
Obert and Bessie Sletten, 
Jens and Matilda 
Swanson 

His brother in law – 
Leonard Sletten

His siblings-in-law: 
Swea (Eric), Annie 
(Andy), Andrew (Gladys)

Memorial donations in 
Francis’s name may be di-
rected to the SPCA Prince 
Albert, Box 1832 Prince 
Albert, SK. S6V 6J9. 
Friends and family wish-
ing to send online con-
dolences may visit www.
beaulacf unera lhome.
com.   Arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
the care of Beau “Lac” 
Funeral Home and Cre-
matorium, Shellbrook, 
SK. 306-747-2828.

Obituary
~

Thomas “Francis” Bazley

Good News
~

I shouldN’t have beeN there

Support the local businesses that keep your community and its newspapers thriving.

PUT YOUR MONEY  
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS  
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ELECTRICIAN

Residential, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

Wiring & Trenching
Skid Steer Service

Jake Verbonac 
306-747-9073

Serving Shellbrook 
& Surrounding area

&J H Electric

FUNERAL SERVICES

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBING

Your Guide to
Home Services &
Repair Professionals

HEARING

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

LAWYER

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded
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ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

Each Office is 
Independently 

Owned and 
Operated

306.883.7449

Heather Sarrazin, REALTOR®

Licensed to trade in residential, agricultural, and 
commercial real estate.

LAKE COUNTRY’S LOCAL REALTOR®

REAL ESTATE

CONSTRUCTION
 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

ACCOUNTING

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook
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ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

TRUCKING

Grain, Fertilizer, or Pellet Hauling
Call/Text: 780-872-3324

Email: Northcountry06@outlook.com
Owners: Ed & Faryn Anderson

P Construction Ltd.
Spiritwood, SK

306-883-7305
Equipment Rentals Available

• 5 tonne Zoom Boom
• 10 tonne Zoom Boom
• Skidsteers
• Excavator

Call for pricing & 
bookings! Ask for Paul

CONSTRUCTION

FUNERAL SERVICES

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

INSURANCE

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook  306-747-2896
Canwood  306-468-2227
Leask  306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer
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This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442
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Waiting For You
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Quick Reference At Your 
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The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
SWNA Blanket Classifieds

Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 
Cost for 25 words:

Saskatchewan market ..............$209.00
   One Zone  ............................$86.00
   Two Zone ..........................$123.00
Alberta market .......................$269.00
Manitoba market ...................$189.00
BC market .............................$395.00
Ontario market ......................$439.00
   Western Ontario  .................$155.00   
   Central Ontario  ..................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario ..................$145.00
   Northern Ontario  ..................$90.00
Quebec market
   English ...............................$240.00
Atlantic market ......................$200.00
Across Canada  ..................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French)  ................$986.00

Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 4 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 
NOTICE

This newspaper accepts advertisements in good 
faith. We advise that it is in your interest to 
investigate offers personally. Publications by this 
paper should not be taken as an endorsement of  
the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people weekly. 

Personal Classifieds: 
$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ additional 

words for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.00/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches - $52.00 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$75.00 + $3.75 (GST) = $78.75/year

JUST LISTED – Es-
tate Sale by Tender: 
3 Quarters in RM of 
Leask #464. Tenders 
close Sept. 1/21. Call 
Gerald Muller, C&C 
Realty, 306-570-7743.

1986 Honda Four-
trax 250cc quad, 
2wd, original owner, 
stored inside, very 
good condition, runs 
excellent. $3,000, 
Spiritwood area, 
1-306-883-2037 or 
1-306-841-7376  1-31

GRAIN BINS FOR 
SALE – Two of 2,000 
bushels and two of 
3,000 bushels. Can 
be viewed on the 
west side of Hwy 24 
between Leoville and 
Spiritwood. For more 
information contact 
Ernie at 306-984-
7843.  10-37

SHELLBROOK 
MOTEL hiring for 
one laundry and 
one housekeeping 
position. Please call 
or drop off resume at 
motel. 306-747-2631 
 TF
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HELP WANTED

TENDERS

Since Friday, more than 14,000 CO-
VID-19 vaccinations were delivered in the 
province. With 74 per cent of Saskatche-
wan residents 12+ with their first dose and 
62 per cent fully vaccinated, the Saskatch-
ewan Health Authority (SHA) is shifting 
their vaccination focus from mass vaccina-
tion to focused outreach, targeting those in 
the province who are under and unvacci-
nated.

As of August 8, the SHA will discon-
tinue drive-thru and appointments 
booked through their online system and 
1-833-SASKVAX, shifting to walk-in clin-
ics in public venues throughout the prov-
ince including planned summer events, 
post-secondary campuses, retail locations 
including grocery stores, pow wows, pro-
vincial parks and recreations areas, com-
munity centres and more.

“Achieving the highest possible vaccina-
tion rate is the best way to prevent COV-
ID-19 transmission,” Saskatchewan Health 
Minister Paul Merriman said.  “This fo-
cused outreach is to further drive first and 
second dose uptake, meeting residents 
where they live, work and play and support 
individuals in their decision to make our 
province as safe as possible.”

“The provincial vaccination program 
will not stop,” Merriman continued. “But 
all residents are strongly encouraged to 
take advantage of the readily available and 

convenient clinic op-
tions available now 
through August 8. 
First or second dose, 
now is the time to 
stick it to COVID.”

Participating Sas-
katchewan pharma-

cies will continue to provide COVID-19 
vaccinations by appointment. “The Sas-
katchewan Health Authority continues 
to encourage all residents to be immu-
nized with both doses as soon as they are 
eligible,” Saskatchewan Health Author-
ity, Emergency Operation Centre Vaccine 
Chief Sheila Anderson said. “As much 
progress as we’ve made toward immuniz-
ing the province we want to remind people 
that COVID-19 is still here and we will see 
cases throughout the summer, especially 
for unvaccinated individuals.”

Saskatchewan residents should take the 
opportunity to be vaccinated even as they 
head out on summer holidays with their 
family and friends before they go on vaca-
tion or should check out local clinics where 
they are vacationing in Saskatchewan.

Starting today, the daily SHA clinic lo-
cations will be promoted in the daily CO-
VID-19 case news release. For July 26 and/
or 27, the following communities have 
booked appointment locations, drive-thru 
and walk-in clinics:

Battlefords, Beauval & La Plonge, Big 
River, Buffalo Narrows, Carlyle Carnduff 
Creighton, Cumberland House, Cutknife, 
Davidson, Fort Qu’Appelle, Hudson Bay, 
Ile la a Crosse, Indian Head, Kenosee Lake, 
Kindersley, Kipling, La Ronge, Livelong, 
Lloydminster, Meadow Lake, Melfort, 
Moosomin, Nipawin, Outlook, Pinehouse, 
Prince Albert, Redvers, Regina, Saska-
toon, Shell Lake, Shellbrook, Swift Cur-
rent, Unity, Wawota, Weyburn, Yorkton

Details on clinic locations and times is 
listed on the SHA website. Please note, 
these vaccine clinics are subject to change 
based on demand. Any changes to clinic 
hours and location will be updated online.

Saskatchewan now has vaccine supplies 
to fully immunize 85 per cent of our pop-
ulation. Supply will not be a limiting fac-
tor on the province achieving vaccination 
goals. Currently, there are 128,000 doses 
of Pfizer available through SHA and phar-
macies, available for residents 12-17 and 
those seeking to complete their vaccine se-
ries with a matched second dose, if desired.

It is safe to receive any mRNA vaccine 
as a second dose and all residents require 
both doses of the approved two-dose vac-
cines in order to achieve optimum protec-
tion, particularly against the Delta variant, 
which is circulating in Saskatchewan now.

Get Vaccinated
All Saskatchewan residents 12 years and 

older are eligible for COVID-19 immuniza-
tion. Those who have received their first 
dose of vaccine are eligible to receive their 
second dose following a 28 day interval. 
Whether seeking your first or second dose, 
vaccination appointments can currently 
be booked with Saskatchewan Health Au-
thority online at www.saskatchewan.ca/
COVID19 or by calling 1-833-SASKVAX 
(1-833-727-5829). Appointments will be 
booked up to August 8. 

Street addresses and hours of operation 
for SHA drive-thru and walk-in clinics are 
available at www.saskatchewan.ca/drive-
thru-vax.

Pharmacies will continue to offer ap-
pointment bookings and/or walk-in vac-
cinations based on demand and capacity, 
making optimal use of vaccine supplies 
delivered to them. A map of participating 
pharmacies across the province is avail-
able at www.saskatchewan.ca/covid19-
pharmacies. This online tool includes 
links to pharmacy booking websites and 

provides details on 
the vaccine brand 
being offered at each 
location.

General 
COVID-19 

Information
General public 

inquiries may be di-
rected to COVID19@
health.gov.sk.ca.

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

In the Estate of 
Elizabeth Ann Straf, 
late of Shellbrook, 
Saskatchewan, deceased 
on May 2, 2021. All 
claims against the above 
estate, duly verified by 
statutory declaration 
and with particulars and 
valuation of security held, 
if any, must be sent to the 
undersigned before the 
30th day of August, 2021 
to:
Ryan Lavoie
LAVOIE STONECHILD 
LAW OFFICE
#4 – 598 15th Street East
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan
S6V 1G2 2-32

21081CC0

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

REC. VEHICLES
FOR SALE

may be put in the 
Chronicle & Herald for 

$25.00* (30 words) 
20¢ per additional word

Photo - $10.00

Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald

Phone 306-747-2442     Fax 306-747-3000
email: chads@sbchron.com

In Memory

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

It’s Easy
to place 

a classified!

Phone
 306-747-2442

Fax:
306-747-3000

Email: 
chads@

sbchron.com

Stick it to COVID: Vaccination roll-out 
transitioning to outreach as of Aug. 8

Buying? Selling?
Try the Classifieds!

306-747-2442
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The Paris Café, Part 1
By Norma Galambos

Small town cafes have always 
been an integral part of the his-
tory of communities throughout 
Canada. This is the story of one 
such establishment, the Paris 
Cafe in Leask, Saskatchewan. 

THE EARLY YEARS
A lady named Mrs. Game and 

her son, Monty, the first teach-
er in Leask, opened a cafe and 
rooming house in 1913. When 
Monty was killed in World War I, 
his mother sold the business and 
moved to Ontario in 1917.

Charles Mack Hun Sung Sr. 
was born in 1900 in Canton, Chi-
na. He immigrated to Canada in 
1912 with a relative and worked 
in Prince Albert. In 1917 he came 
to Leask and began operating 
the business as the Paris Cafe. 
In 1922, Charles Sr. travelled 
by train to Vancouver, where he 
married Mah Fay Ping, who was 
born in 1908 in Canton, China. 
Together they returned to Sas-
katchewan to continue operating 
the cafe.

Fire destroyed the original 
building in 1928, but a new one 
was soon built in the same lo-
cation. For those familiar with 
Leask, it was where the village of-
fice is now located. As the build-
ing had also been their home, the 
family, which consisted of three 
young girls and a three-day-old 
baby boy, lived with the Howe 
family in Marcelin during the 
construction. 

Charles Sr., Fay Ping and their 
family, which grew to include 
twenty-one children, all worked 
in the cafe. Charles Sr. spoke 

English, but Fay Ping was not flu-
ent in the language and was most 
comfortable working in the kitch-
en. The kids helped out in dif-
ferent capacities; waiting tables, 
doing dishes, food preparation, 
cooking, cleaning, unloading de-
livery trucks and looking after 
younger siblings. In later years, 
their grandchildren helped out as 
well. Charles Sr. also ran a radio 
repair shop out of a small room at 
the back of the building.

According to the local consta-
ble of the day, the western pro-
nunciation of their last name was 
McHanson (Mack Hun Sung). 
Leo and his brother, Leslie, legal-
ly changed their name to McHan-

son.
THE NEXT GENERATION 
When Charles Sr. passed away 

from cancer in 1951, his oldest 
son, Leo, who was twenty-three 
at the time, ran the cafe and radio 
repair business and helped raise 
his younger siblings. Fay Ping 
passed away in 1964.

Leo’s brother, Charlie, who was 
born in 1933, took over running 
the cafe in the mid-sixties and 
purchased the business in 1975. 

Leo continued his radio repair 
business next door in the old post 
office building, eventually ex-
panding into selling hardware. 

A new hardware store was built 
in 1985. Leo’s son, Robert and 

his wife, Jo-Anne, worked in the 
business with his parents starting 
in 1976 and eventually took over 
the business. Leo passed away in 
2014, and his wife Sue in 2016. In 
2015, the building was purchased 
by the Village of Leask. 

CHARLIE’S
As kids, we stopped at the Par-

is Cafe with our parents to get 
treats, and as teenagers, we gath-
ered there after school activities 
and on weekends to eat fries and 
gravy and plan our lives. To us, it 
was simply “Charlie’s”. 

To enter the cafe, you went 
through an outside door into a 
tiny vestibule and then through 
an inside door. A red jukebox 
filled with 45s (45 rpm 7” re-
cords) sat to the left with the till 
and confectionery area to the 
right. He briefly had small table-
top jukeboxes on a few tables, 
and later a pinball machine was 
installed.

Bags of potato chips were 
clipped to metal wall display 
racks. A low counter lined with 
red leather and chrome diner 
stools provided seating for solo 
patrons. A double row of red 
leather booths ran down the res-
taurant’s centre, three booths on 
each side of a partition. Tables 
along the far wall and in front of 
the street view window provided 
additional seating.

My sources tell me that the up-

stairs living quarters consisted 
of a dining room with a veranda 
overlooking the backyard, and 
a sitting room was at the front 
overlooking Main Street. A fire 
escape led down to the backyard. 
Five bedrooms and a bathroom 
completed the layout. 

Tubs of ice cream were stored 
in a freezer behind the counter. 
Pies were tantalizingly displayed, 
awaiting a generous scoop of ice 
cream before being served. A 
milkshake machine sat on the 
counter with dishes and glasses 
on shelves below. 

It embodied all the charac-
teristics of a small-town cafe, 
with a comfortable familiarity 
amongst the regular patrons who 
came to the restaurant daily like 
clockwork. When someone new 
walked in, discussions ensued at 
each table as to their purpose for 
being in the village. On occasion, 
one of the regulars would venture 
over to ask who they were and 
why they were in town and then 
report the information back to 
the other tables.

Stay tuned for part 2 of 
this story.

Norma Galambos is a Ca-
nadian entrepreneur, blogger, 
freelance writer and podcast 
host from Leask, Saskatchewan. 
Norma Galambos Lifestyle @ 
https://grandmag55.blogspot.
com 

Leask’s Paris Café as it was in 1917.

The original building was destroyed by fire in 1928. Charles Sr., Fay Ping, and family.

NEED TO REACH 
MILLENNIALS?

Adults 18+ Millennials Boomers 

87% 
90% 

82% 

New survey results show that nine out of ten Millennials 
read newspapers weekly in print or digital formats.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

Results are sourced from a November 2020 national online research
survey managed by Totum Research. Interviews were conducted
with 855 English and French Canadians in every province,
and results were weighted to be nationally representative.
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