
Blaine Lake opens new water plant

Biggar-Sask Valley MLA Randy Weekes cuts the ribbon on the Town of Blaine Lake’s new water treatment plant, alongside members of Blaine 
Lake’s council and administration and employees from Associated Engineering.

The Town of Blaine Lake hosted a 
community celebration last Friday to 
mark the grand opening of its brand-
new water treatment plant.

The celebration, attended by Biggar-
Sask Valley MLA Randy Weekes in place 
of Premier Scott Moe, included tours 
of the new municipal facility, a ribbon 
cutting ceremony, an outdoor dinner of 
pulled pork and salad, prepared by the 
Blaine Lake Seniors, and musical enter-
tainment from Ed Bajak.

The water treatment plant project was 
initiated in late 2018 and early 2019 by 
Blaine Lake’s town council, which saw 
the need to replace the existing plant 
that dated back to the early 60s and de-
cided to pursue grant funding.

“Council was planning for the future,” 
town foreman Russ Krysak said. “A lot 
of communities are looking into this 
already, because [these plants] were all 
built in a similar time period. Blaine 
Lake just took a jump on it a little bit 

earlier.”
Council was successful in securing 

grant funding through the New Build-
ing Canada Infrastructure program, 
allowing it to split the project’s $5.8 
million price tag equally with the pro-
vincial and federal governments. 

This left the town’s share at just over 
$1.9 million. To fund the project, the 
town took out a debenture, which must 
be repaid over the next 20 years.

As far as the bottom line goes, rate-
payers will be paying $37.50 more per 
month for their water, or $255.50 com-
pared to $180 on each bill — the town 
bills every two months, charging $70 
for water, a $35 infrastructure fee, and 
now $75 to repay the debenture.

“For the type of facility we got, it’s not 
a lot of money,” said Bev Breland, Blaine 
Lake’s Deputy Mayor, noting that mak-
ing upgrades to the old facility was be-
coming more and more costly.

The old water treatment plant, which 

will soon be fully decommissioned, op-
erated with a greensand filter system. 
The new plant, spearheaded by Associ-
ated Engineering, offers higher quality 
microfiltered water.

For ratepayers, this means the water 
isn’t as hard and is closer in make-up to 
bottled water. 

As for Breland, she says she’s already 
heard reports of people disconnecting 
their water softeners and water coolers. 
The town’s water supply is also more 
palatable for drinking (though, Breland 
notes the old water was also drinkable, 
even if it didn’t taste good).

“I was talking to some residents, 
and they were saying, ‘Now we can see 
through our drinking glasses, and we 
get more suds out of our water,’” town 
administrator Brenda Lockhart added.

With the water treatment plant com-
plete, Lockhart says council is still look-
ing towards the future when it comes 
to Blaine Lake’s water infrastructure. 

Noting that the project came in under 
budget, Lockhart says the town is now 
hoping renegotiate the terms of its grant 
to give its whole water services system 
a complete infrastructural overhaul to 
the tune of about $685,000.

“We’re hoping to apply some of the 
funds to upgrading the reservoir and 
the piping, and to do our water meters 
throughout town so that we can get 
accurate readings and billing, and to 
improve our curb stops and isolation 
valves,” she explained.

In addition to Associated Engineer-
ing, the Town of Blaine Lake also leaned 
on the expertise of consultant Rob 
Borne to breakdown the processes, re-
ports, and regulations involved with the 
water treatment plant project. 

The town’s maintenance staff, mean-
while, have taken charge of the plant to 
learn the ins and outs of the operations 
and equipment.

More photos on page 2
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After the shortest pos-
sible federal election cam-
paign, almost has nothing 
has changed on the national 
political landscape. 

Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s Liberal govern-
ment was given another 
minority mandate on Mon-
day evening, albeit with one 
more seat than it entered 
the race with.

As of Tuesday morning, 
with 99 per cent of polls 
reporting and 323 of 338 
ridings decided, the Liber-
als were expected to return 
to Ottawa with 158 seats 
as opposed to 157. This 
once again leaves Jagmeet 
Singh’s NDP, which im-
proved its seat tally by one 
to climb to 25 seats, holding 
the balance of power.

Meanwhile, Erin 
O’Toole’s Conservative par-
ty won the popular vote, re-

ceiving 5,432,041 ballots to 
the Liberals’ 5,155,947, but 
actually ended up shedding 
two seats to drop to 119.

Rounding out the fed-
eral results, Yves-François 
Blanchet improved the Bloc 
Québecois’ standing by 
claiming 34 seats in Qué-
bec, Annamie Paul’s Green 
Party dropped to just two 
seats and Paul herself was 
defeated in the Toronto-
Centre riding, and People’s 
Party of Canada leader 
Maxime Bernier once again 
failed to lead his party to a 
seat — though, the party did 
increase its share of the vote 
to 5.1 per cent from 1.6 per 
cent.

Looking at the cover-
age area of the Shellbrook 
Chronicle and Spiritwood 
Herald, Conservatives were 
mostly able to cruise to easy 
victories on election night.

In the Prince Albert rid-
ing, incumbent Randy Ho-
back sailed to an easy fifth 
mandate as MP by seiz-
ing 65 per cent of the vote 
(21,526 ballots). Meanwhile, 
NDP nominee Ken Mac-
Dougall took 15 per cent 
(4,909 ballots), and Liberal 
candidate Estelle Hjertaas 
earned 10 per cent (3,376 
ballots). 

Bringing up the rear, 
People’s Party candidate Jo-
seph McCrea earned 7 per 
cent (2,390 ballots), fledg-
ling Maverick Party candi-
date Heather Schmitt took 
1 per cent (443 votes), and 
the Green Party’s Hamish 
Graham earned 1 per cent 
(346 votes).

Moving to the usually 

hard-fought Desnethé-
Missinippi-Churchill River 
riding, Conservative in-
cumbent Gary Vidal held 
onto his seat with 48 per 
cent of the vote (9,574 bal-
lots), while Liberal Buckley 
Belanger claimed 27 per 
cent of the vote (5,318 bal-
lots), and NDP candidate 
Harmonie King received 18 
per cent of the vote (3,471).

Once again, the Green 
Party and the People’s Party 
didn’t factor into the race. 
People’s Party candidate 
Dezirae Reddekopp took 
5 per cent of the vote (977 
ballots), while the Green 
Party’s Nasser Dean Chali-
foux earned 1 per cent (204 
ballots).

Looking west to Bat-

t lefords-Lloydminster, 
Conservative incumbent 
Rosemarie Falk won in one-
sided fashion, taking 69 per 
cent of the vote (20,697 bal-
lots). Meanwhile, the NDP’s 
Erik Hansen earned 12 per 
cent of votes (3,429 ballots), 
and Liberal candidate Lar-
ry Ingram dropped to fifth 
place with just 5 per cent 
(1,561 ballots).

In third place was the 
Maverick Party’s Ken Ruth-
erford with 7 per cent of 
the vote (2,113 ballots), and 
after him was the People’s 
Party’s Terry Sieben with 6 
per cent of the vote (1,798 
ballots). The Green Party’s 
Kerri Wall brought up the 
rear with 1 per cent of the 
vote (212 ballots).

Closing out the area’s re-
sults, the Carlton Trail-Ea-
gle Creek contest saw Con-
servative incumbent Kelly 
Block cruise to an easy vic-
tory with 69 per cent of the 
vote (26,780 ballots). NDP 
Candidate Shannon O’Toole 
claimed just 13 per cent 
of the vote (5,249 ballots), 
while the People’s Party’s 
Michael Bohach finish third 
with 10 per cent (3,774).

Liberal candidate Har-
rison Andruschak finished 
fourth with 5 per cent of 
the vote (1,909 ballots), fol-
lowed by the Maverick Par-
ty’s Diane Pastoor with 3 
per cent (1,013 ballots), and 
the Green Party’s Cherese 
Reemaul with 1 per cent 
(368 votes).
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Blaine Lake opens new water plant

Deputy Mayor Bev Breland said a few 
words to kick-off the grand open-
ing ceremony for the Town of Blaine 
Lake’s brand-new water treatment 
plant.

NOTICE OF POLL
[Section 81 of the Act]

Village of Canwood
Municipal By-election

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that:
(1) A vote will be held for the election of: 
 Councillor: Village of Canwood – one (1) to be 
 Elected
(2) Voting will take place on the 20th day of October, 
 2021, 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Canwood Elks 
 Community Hall, 640 2nd Avenue East, Canwood, SK. 
(3) I will declare the results of voting in this By-election  
	 at	the	Village	of	Canwood	Municipal	Office	on	the	
 21st day of October, 2021, at 9:00 a.m. 

Dated at Canwood, this 23rd day of September, 2021.
Erin Robertson
Returning	Officer

NOTICE OF ADVANCE POLL
[Section 83 and 84 of the Act]

Village of Canwood
Municipal By-election

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that provision has been made 
for an advance poll for all voters in the Municipal By-election. 
Advance voting will take place on the 16th day of October, 2021, 
between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. at the Canwood 
Elks Community Hall, 640 2nd Avenue East, Canwood, SK.
Dated at Canwood, this 23rd day of September, 2021.
Erin Robertson
Returning	Officer *Kms and price in thousands. Taxes not included in price.

Toll Free 1-800-667-3353
#2 Highway West, Watrous, SK DL907154

www.centennialford.sk.ca

PICK OF 
THE WEEK

(LR944A) 

2019 F150 S/Crew 
Platinum 4X4 157” WB
3.5L-V6/ Kylss Entry/ Rmt Strt/ SYNC/ 
Htd Strng Whl/ BLIS/ Rvrs Snsng/ Rvrs 
Cmr/ NAV/ Pwr Dply Rng Brds/ Spry 
In Bx Lnr/ Mn Rf/ Tonneau Cvr/ Black     

14kms*    

$69,995*

Biggar-Sask Valley MLA Randy 
Weekes attended the opening on 
behalf of Premier Scott Moe to con-
gratulate the town on its accomplish-
ment.

A dinner of pulled pork and salad, prepared by the Blaine Lake Seniors, was 
enjoyed by those who attended the grand opening.

Federal election changes little in area

Conservative MPs Randy Hoback (Prince Albert), Gary Vidal (Desnethé-Missinippi-Churchill River), 
Kelly Block (Carlton Trail-Eagle Creek), and Rosemarie Falk (Battlefords-Lloydminster) all sailed to 

easy victories in Monday’s federal election.
NOTICE OF CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF SPIRITWOOD NO. 496

Public notice is hereby given that nomination of 
candidates	for	the	office	of:

Councillor for the Rural Municipality 
of Spiritwood No. 496 

• Division No. 5
will be received by the undersigned during regular 
business hours from September 20th, 2021 to October 
12th, 2021, and on the 13th day of October, 2021 from 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm at the RM of Spiritwood No. 496 
municipal	office.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the municipal 
office	 located	 at	 218	 Main	 Street	 in	 Spiritwood,	
Saskatchewan and must be accompanied with a 
criminal record check and a public disclosure statement.
Dated this 16th day of September, 2021
Colette Bussiere
Returning Officer
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Mask, proof of vaccination order announced
Hot on the heels of its last slate of measures to com-

bat the surging fourth wave of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the government of Saskatchewan has reintroduced a 
temporary mandatory indoor masking order ahead of 
a proof of vaccination policy.

“The government of Saskatchewan has been very pa-
tient, possibly we have been too patient and that time 
for patience is now over,” Premier Scott Moe said dur-
ing a news conference in Saskatoon Thursday after-
noon.

“To not get vaccinated is creating consequences … for 
others and now it, unfortunately, is going to create con-
sequences for you.”

The masking mandate was put in place effective last 
Friday and is expected to be in place until late October. 
The mandate applies to all indoor public places in Sas-
katchewan, but does not apply to indoor youth athletics 
for those under the age of 18 while they are engaged in 
activity.

Meanwhile, the proof of vaccine or proof of negative 
COVID test requirement will come into effect on Fri-
day, Oct. 1. 

It will cover indoor dining at restaurants; night-

clubs, bars, taverns and other licensed establishments; 
event and entertainment venues, including conference 
centres, casinos, movie theatres, concert venues, live-
music venues, museums, and indoor facilities hosting 
ticketed sporting events; and indoor fitness centres, 
and gyms.

Retail businesses, including grocery stores, and 
places of worship will be exempt from the proof of vac-
cination or negative COVID test requirement. So too 
will fast food restaurants offering takeout our delivery, 
healthcare services, professional services, or personal 
services; hotels or other lodging; facilities hosting non-
ticketed amateur sporting events, including youth ath-
letics and recreational leagues; business meetings and 
places of business closed to the general public, unless 
otherwise directed by the business or employer; and 
private gatherings held at an indoor public residence.

Children under the age of 12 are also exempt from 
the proof of vaccination or negative test requirement, 
as they currently can’t be immunized.

Premier Moe has clarified that those choosing the 
proof of negative test option will have to pay for the 
tests themselves through one of the province’s private 
providers.

The province is also expanding access to rapid-an-
tigen tests for self-administered screening at home. 
Tests will be distributed through locations operated 
by the Saskatchewan Health Authority and its partner 
agencies, and locations will be announced as tests are 
delivered.

Despite this, health officials still recommend seeking 
out a PCR test and staying home at the first sign of any 
symptom.

In addition to these new measures, the government 
of Saskatchewan also announced on Monday that its 
updated COVID-19 vaccination records, which include 
a QR code, are now available to all Saskatchewan citi-
zens with a MySaskHealthRecord account.

The one-page document can be downloaded and 
printed or viewed on mobile devices and replaces the 

document the province released in August. The new 
vaccination record also includes the individual’s name, 
the type of vaccine administered, date, country of issu-
ance, and lot number.

The new certificate with digital QR code supports 
proof of vaccination at border entry if travelling inter-
nationally, and is aligned with work the federal govern-
ment is undertaking on a national solution.

“This is the next, improved, version of Saskatche-
wan’s COVID-19 vaccination record,” Health Minister 
Paul Merriman said. “It has been something that trav-
elers, businesses and organizations have been asking 
for. With the announcement last week of stronger mea-
sures being introduced to help curb the transmission of 
COVID-19, I encourage anyone eligible for vaccination 
in Saskatchewan to get their vaccines, and to get their 
COVID-19 vaccine certificate from MySaskHealthRe-
cord.”

Wallet cards showing vaccines administered will also 
be considered acceptable proof of vaccination to meet 
the conditions of the recent public health measures.

By the end of September, citizens may also acquire 
the free Saskatchewan Vaccine Wallet app (SK Vax 
Wallet) from Google Play or Apple App stores to down-
load their vaccine record and have it easily on their 
phone. 

To get your COVID-19 vaccination certificate with 
QR code through MySaskHealthRecord (or to cre-
ate a new account), visit www.ehealthsask.ca/
MySaskHealthRecord/MySaskHealthRecord/. 

Once an account is created, individuals may access 
their COVID-19 vaccination record as well as their 
complete immunization history, lab test results, in-
cluding COVID-19 tests, and other health history. It 
may take up to 24 hours for your record to be updated, 
after your account is activated.

1. Committed to open, honest and business focused 
communication with community stakeholders.

2. Committed tax reductions enabled by common 
sense, customer focused budgeting  

3. Committed to urban renewal
4. Committed to continued support of our sports,  

recreation and other community amenities 
5. Committed to a center of excellence focus.

 ○ No surprises
 ○ Team, strategic approach to town governance 
 ○ Focused on supporting families and businesses 
 ○ Executing on these commitments means we will have 
a pathway to affordable town taxes and services.

Town Councillor – Town of Shellbrook
Polls open Sept. 23 (Advance Poll) or Sept. 29

Cast your vote for
Q David Knight, Councillor

For assistance on polling days call me 
at home – 306-714-7130

TEAM

www.boechlerschiraauction.com

BOECHLER-SCHIRA AUCTIONEERING
Prov. Lic. #335992       Box 552, Spiritwood, SK
Kelly Schneider 306-342-4647 • Cell: 306-386-7110

Fred Walter 306-883-2797 • Cell: 306-883-7368

Auction Sale for Leo and 
Brenda Crossland 

Saturday, September 25, 2021 – 10:00 am 
Leoville, SK – 2 miles North, ½ mile West

2014 NH Work Master Front Wheel Assist Tractor 35 hp, 213 hrs 
showing, NH 6ft Rotor Tiller, NH 5ft Finishing Mower both sold 

separately, lots of Shop tools and various Farm Implements, 
1976 Coachman Motor Home, Household, something for 

everyone at this sale   

UPCOMING SALES:
Oct. 2nd @ 10:00 am – Consignment Sale Medstead Hall, Medstead, SK

1370 Agri King Case Tractor, Farm Items, Shop Tools, Yard and Garden, 
Household, Collectables
Both are Live Auctions

Terms of Payment: Interac Debit, Cash, or Cheque with ID
Boechler-Schira Auctioneering does not charge buyers fee 

on items sold at our sales
Check our website or Facebook for more details

BC man killed in 
Pelican Lake FN 

shooting

Advertising 
Deadline is

Friday
4:00 p.m.

A 54-year-old man is 
dead following a shoot-
ing at a residence on the 
Pelican Lake First Na-
tion on Friday morning.

According to the Spir-
itwood RCMP, the de-
tachment received a 
report of the shooting 
at around 8:30 a.m. on 
Sept. 17. Officers and 
EMS responded to the 
call, and a 54-year-old 
man from Golden, B.C., 
was declared deceased at 
the scene.

Though the victim’s 
family has been notified, 
his identity has yet to be 
revealed to the public.

Saskatchewan RCMP’s 
Major Crime Unit North 
took the lead in the in-
vestigation, with the as-
sistance of Spiritwood 
RCMP and the Prince 
Albert Forensic Identi-
fication Section, and ar-
rested Walter Jack Ab-
bott (DOB: 1960-09-20) 
of the Pelican Lake First 
Nation the same day.

Abbott has been 
charged with second de-
gree murder, and investi-
gation revealed that Ab-
bott and the victim were 
known to each other.

Abbott was expected 

to make his first court 
appearance on Sept. 20, 
2021, at 9:30 a.m. in 
North Battleford Provin-
cial Court.

21094FF0



Imagine you’re a nurse, or 
any healthcare worker for that 
matter, who has been working 
double shifts for the past year- 
and-a-half of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Imagine you’ve spent many 
of those double shifts caring for 
twice as many patients as you 
normally would – and that some 
of those patients aren’t exactly 
cooperative.

Imagine that you’re heading 
into work one day, only to be 
stopped, and in some cases ha-
rassed and spat upon, by pro-
testers who have chosen hospitals as the 
site to voice their opposition to government 
measures to combat the surging fourth 
wave of the pandemic.

Now, ask yourself: would you want to 
work in healthcare?

For nurses across Canada, who are over-
worked, burnt out, and criminally underap-
preciated, this isn’t the stuff of imagination 
exercises. 

In recent weeks, they’ve been confronted 
by, and had to bear the brunt of, the pro-
tests staged by those who claim to be stand-
ing up for their rights and freedoms.

As if their jobs weren’t already hard 
enough.

According to Statistic Canada’s Labour 
Force survey, one in five unfilled jobs in 
Canada were in the healthcare or social 
services sector in the first quarter of 2021, 
leaving 98,700 vacancies across the coun-

try.
Jobs in the healthcare sector, 

in particular, were in the top 
three spots that saw the largest 
increase in unfilled jobs over last 
year.

There were 7,230 unfilled reg-
istered nurse or registered psy-
chiatric nurse positions, 5,395 
vacant nurse aide, orderly, or 
patient service associate jobs, 
and 4,005 open positions for li-
censed practical nurses.

That’s a lot of empty posi-
tions, and a lot of shoes to fill. 
And thanks to the Herculean 

efforts of Canadian healthcare workers, 
our healthcare system is bending, but not 
breaking, beneath the strain of COVID-19.

It’s no small miracle, and our healthcare 
workers should be venerated alongside our 
greatest heroes for the work they’ve done 
since the start of the pandemic (and the 
work they do every day). 

Instead, they’re stuck dealing with peo-
ple who oppose the possible introduction of 
vaccine passports – or vaccines altogether 
– and mask mandates in schools.

Of course, the right to freely protest is a 
cornerstone of Canadian democracy, and 
it’s a right that should never be abridged.

But if these misguided protesters believe 
themselves to be heroes standing against 
draconian government oppression, they’re 
deluding themselves. And worse, they’re 
disrespecting healthcare workers and will-
fully endangering others with their delu-

sions of grandeur.
These are not freedom fighters railing 

against tyranny. 
Sure, some of these protesters may have 

valid questions about the government’s ap-
proach to combatting COVID-19, or vac-
cines. Others, still, may have been misled.

But many are petulant children, who be-
little so-called liberal “snowflakes” in one 
breath, then throw tantrums about having 
to cover their mouths with a piece of fabric 
in the next.

Regardless of who they are, and how they 

came to believe what they believe, they 
should recognize that protesting at hospi-
tals does real harm to healthcare workers 
and their patients.

If they are so adamant about their own 
rights, they must respect the right of doc-
tors and nurses to go into work without 
being harassed or maligned, and the right 
of the sick to seek medical care, and move 
their protests elsewhere.

After the challenges they’ve had to over-
come in the past year-and-a-half, our 
healthcare workers deserve better.

Dear editor,
We heard from our Premier on Sept. 16. This was his 

second address concerning the COVID epidemic in less 
than a week. In the first address, he announced a few ane-
mic token measures to combat the crisis. It was of very 
little substance, simply a sleepy leader saying. “Yup, yup 
I’m awake, I have the situation under control.” This first 
address was already too late to head off the COVID surge 

at hand.
Anyone expecting a contrite Premier to deliver the Sept. 

16 address would be sorely disappointed. Premier Moe, 
the individual in this province with the most influence 
on how this pandemic is being handled, instead came out 
with some sort of warped fatherly consternation. This 
Fred MacMurray type of admonishment comes across a 
little disturbing when you consider the pain, suffering, 
and overwhelmed health care system that the Premier is 
trying to distract from. 

We will all recall that he did not want to introduce any 
type of vaccine passport or proof of vaccine, because he 
felt this would be too divisive. However, on Sept. 16 he 
contradicted this virtue by singling out people in the north 
as the people he had run out of patience with. 

I find this quite troubling. I do not know what vaccina-
tion rates are in the north, but I do know that any anti-
vaccination and anti-mask rallies that I saw on television 
were in the south.

Premier Moe explained away his slow response as an ex-
ercise in patience. I think that we should at least consider 
that this was not patience, but was instead pandering. 
Pandering to whom? Well pandering to whoever was at-
tending these rallies in the constituency abundant south. 

In October 2020 the people of Saskatchewan gave Scott 
Moe an incredibly strong mandate to lead. Now lives are at 
stake, and it is time to lead.

Premier Moe is clearly in charge of this province. Right 
now, the strategy should be to control the size of the surges. 
We need to control the size of the surges to a level at which 
our health system can handle. Remember we are still hav-
ing automobile accidents, heart attacks and all manner of 
medical emergencies while this is going on. 

We have the tools to beat this pandemic. Mr. Moe needs 
to listen to his experts, pay attention to projections, and 
encourage compliance.  Being proactive is preferable, slow 
reaction is unacceptable.

Garry Neufeld, Holbein, Sask.
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OpiniOnOpiniOn
Our healthcare workers 

deserve more than protests

It’s time for Premier 
Moe to show leadership

Jordan

Twiss
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Your Two CenTs~
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Your Two CenTs~
Dear editor,
I am a passionate fan of Canadian 

political leaders’ debates. Debates are 
both brilliant and diabolical. They are 
brilliant because they give us, the citi-
zens, a chance to measure the candi-
dates. They are diabolical because the 
measures are often phony, hypocriti-
cal, or both, and often the speeches 
themselves aren’t even written by the 
leaders, nor are their witty retorts. So, 
some smart, never elected to office in-
dividual sits in some lavish backroom 
and scribes the candidate to power.

Memorable lines from our national 
leaders were far and few in this election 
campaign’s debates. Do you recount 
any? What were they? What humour 
did you see? Wouldn’t you think dur-
ing these pandemic times (with more to 
come, apparently) that a little humour 
and a laugh or two might have fostered 
a little Canadian hope?

So, who won the national debates? 
And did it even affect the outcome on 
Monday evening? Here’s my quick com-
ments about the leaders, one by one.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, you 
weren’t yourself at your campaigning 
best. You appeared impatient, annoyed, 
and, as my daughter-in-law, Lyn, says, 
mean-spirited. For someone who was 

once described by an Ottawa scribe as 
impossible not to like (or love, as others 
attest), you are now intensely disliked, 
even loathed, by many. Gravel thrown 
at you and your guards doesn’t help 
your attitude either, but your refusal 
to fold and run shows true grit and 
reminds me of your father, P.E.T., for 
whom I worked and wrote for a time. 
He was a dazzler, never sharper than 
when the heat was on.

Conservative and opposition leader 
Erin O’Toole, you are an obviously 
good human — honest, articulate, 
compassionate, and capable. Despite 
the blah-blah that you haven’t defined 
yourself, to me the above is your defini-
tion. You’re younger than Trudeau but 
appeared cooler and more mature, and 
it’s likely that your party, not the public, 
defeated you. The party eats its leaders, 
from Diefenbaker, to Clark, to Scheer. 
But you have stalwart loyalists, as well. 
Count on those, such as my wife Del-
va and my good friend and MP, Kelly 
Block, to counteract the hellraisers in 
your ranks.

Bloc Québecois leader Yves Blanchet, 
you are elegant, eloquent, eccentric, 
and, at your best, majestic. You have 
presence and poise. You carry some 
baggage from your Québec Ministry of 

Environment days, but who doesn’t to-
day? I would, however, despite the ac-
cording unanimously of distinct nation 
status to Québec, advise that you devel-
op a greater sense of universality with 
the rest of the country, as well as with 
First Nations. If this sounds complex, 
confusing, even irritating to readers, 
it’s because it is. This conundrum of na-
tions within a nation will take time to 
integrate in full.

Green Party leader Annamie Paul, 
you are courageous, bold, linguisti-
cally literate, and intolerant of hypoc-
risy. Your challenge to Trudeau to put 
his money where his mouth is regard-
ing feminism and diversity took guts 
— a sometimes rare find in politics. You 
broaden the base of your party, which 
it needs.

NDP leader Jagmeet Singh, I applaud 
your effort to rebuild a great party. You 
speak and emote great conviction and 
compassion. Your book reveals great 
strength of character and encourages 
perseverance in all of us. Would your 
strengths be your weak spots in gov-
erning?

So, did we really need this election? 
We did not. However, as the polling 
suggested a majority government for 
Trudeau, what would other leaders 

have done in his position?
Did the debates make a difference to 

your vote? Only you can answer that.
But a minority government means 

you and I have made a difference. We 
have a raised the bar on political gov-
ernance, on leadership, on compassion, 
on co-operation, on peacemaking and 
peacekeeping.

We’re at a critical juncture — either 
we fail our democracy, or we renew and 
truly become “Canada, the nation of the 
future.”

Norm Rebin,
Blaine Lake, Sask.
Norm Rebin is a former Maritimes 

and Canadian debating champion, and 
an inductee in both the Canadian and 
United States’ Halls of Fame of Speech.

The debates – do or die?
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Highlights of a Shellbrook Town Council meeting
Shellbrook’s town council met for its regular meet-

ing in person and via teleconference on Monday, Sept. 
20.

In attendance were Mayor Amund Otterson, coun-
cillors Bruce Clements, Cheryl Ledding, Brent Miller, 
and Kathleen Nording, and the town’s CAO, Kelly 
Hoare. Councillor Larry Batten was absent.

Mayor Otterson called the meeting to order at 4 
p.m., and council began by approving the agenda for 
the meeting and adopting the minutes of its Sept. 7 
meeting. With no business arising from those min-
utes, council approved the payment of regular ac-
counts and its financials, and moved on to provide 
oral reports.

Starting with the CAO’s report, council reviewed the 
unpaid tax list. Hoare noted that the list of outstand-
ing taxes is considerably smaller than in previous 
years. She added that the tax enforcement list is also 
smaller than usual, as the town has seen an uptick in 
collections.

In public works meeting highlights, councillor 
Miller discussed recent work the town has done with 
Associated Engineering on developing commercial 
property on the west side of Shellbrook. Miller said 
Associated Engineering wants the town to spend be-
tween $120,000 and $140,000 to come up with a plan 
for the development. 

Noting that this work needs to be done if the prop-
erty is ever going to be developed, Miller said the hope 
is that it can be spread over three years, at a cost of 
about $35,000 per year. Mayor Otterson said he hopes 

the process will give the town a clear map it can take 
to businesses that may be interested in land.

Providing an update on the PARWU Steering Com-
mittee, councillor Miller reported that PARWU hit 
a snag with seeking a $1 million line of credit, as all 
banks, except for BMO, wanted the town or a rural 
municipality to co-sign. BMO’s sole condition was to 
ask for the RFP on all financing. 

Miller called this unprecedented, considering the 
value of PARWU’s assets, and said PARWU may have 
to play hardball with the financial institutions.

Elsewhere, Miller reported that Horizon West has 
been contracted to handle financing, grants, and 
funding for the project. He also said a proposed RFP 
may be going out soon for all the engineering work on 
the project. Miller expected there to be a great deal of 
interest in the RFP.

In a final item under reports, Hoare said the cen-
tre lines would be repainted in the coming weeks. She 
said they would be repainted as double solid lines.

Shifting to unfinished business, council carried a 
long-standing motion to give first reading to Bylaw 
2020-05, A bylaw to repeal the heritage status on the 
CN Station/Museum. Council noted that the group 
trying to save the building has yet to come up with a 
viable business plan for it.

In new business, council continued with Bylaws, giv-
ing first reading to Bylaw 2021-08, a bylaw amending 
Bylaw 2018-01 - the zoning bylaw. The bylaw sets the 
minimum distance between cannabis facilities and 
schools, parks and playgrounds, and the daycare at 60 
metres, and establishes that cannabis retail facilities 
must be standalone stores with a separate entrance.

Up next, council tabled a motion to recognize Na-
tional Day for Truth and Reconciliation (Sept. 30) as 
a statutory holiday, to wait and see how the province 
handles the matter. Councillor Miller, however, said 
the town should do something to recognize the day, 

and council agreed to publish something in the Shell-
brook Chronicle. 

Tied into the National Day for Truth and Reconcilia-
tion, council agreed to raise the flags to full mast after 
Sept. 30.

Moving on, council discussed keeping the utilities 
on at the Shellbrook Museum over the winter. Council 
agreed it was necessary, since work is being done to 
clean up the artifact collection.

In other new business, council agreed to re-sign an 
MOU with the Prince Albert Regional Economic De-
velopment Alliance for three more years at a cost of 
$5,000 per year. Councillor Miller suggested that the 
Shellbrook Chamber of Commerce be involved as well, 
while Councillor Clements called for council to have a 
serious discussion about economic development and 
the direction the town wants to take.

Later on, council discussed the feasibility of relo-
cating the Rayside School building. Council agreed 
to continue pursuing the idea, with councillor Miller 
spearheading the effort. 

Next, council discussed another issue with storm 
sewers and catch basins on private property on the 
east side of Main Street. Noting that this was a prob-
lem created by someone doing the work without coun-
cil’s knowledge, and that the issue needs to be resolved 
eventually, council agreed to approach affected busi-
nesses about the steps they’ll need to take before the 
problem can be permanently remedied.

Closing out the meeting, council carried a motion 
to mandate vaccination or regular COVID-19 testing, 
twice per week, for municipal employees. The man-
date will come into effect after Oct. 1, to keep the town 
in line with the province’s policy. Tests will be at the 
employee’s expense.

Having nothing further to discuss, council ad-
journed for the evening with Monday, Oct. 7 set as the 
date for its next meeting.

Bevra Fee received a dessert made and presented 
by Dana Doucette for the August Spiritwood Pub-
lic Library fundraiser.

Hon. Scott Moe, Premier
MLA for Rosthern-Shellbrook

scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

Nadine Wilson
MLA for Saskatchewan Rivers

saskrivers@sasktel.net

Hon. Jeremy Harrison
MLA for Meadow Lake

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

The Government of Saskatchewan is investing $157.3 million for new 
highways projects included in the 2021 Fall Tender Plan. These projects 
will continue the Ministry of Highways’ efforts to help stimulate the 
economy and improve the safety and reliability of Saskatchewan’s 
transportation network.

Highway Construction Continues this Fall

Learn more at Saskatchewan.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE
RM of Shellbrook No. 493 Public Notice – 

Zoning Bylaw Amendment
Public Notice is hereby given that the Council of the Rural 
Municipality of Shellbrook No. 493 (RM) intends to adopt a 
bylaw under The Planning and Development Act, 2007, to 
amend Bylaw No. 08-1981, known as The Zoning Bylaw.  
INTENT: The proposed bylaw would rezone from AR - 
Agricultural Residential District to CR - Country Residential, all 
of SE ¼ 19-49-01-W3M.
AFFECTED LAND: All of SE ¼ 19-49-01-W3M. A 
map of the affected lands and a copy of the proposed 
amendment is available for public viewing here: https://www.
northboundplanning.ca/public-notification
REASON: Rezoning to the CR District would bring the existing 
residential parcels within the affected land into conformance 
with the Zoning Bylaw; and, would facilitate a subdivision 
proposal of lands located therein.
PUBLIC INSPECTION: Any person may inspect the bylaw at 
the RM office during regular office hours, excluding statutory 
holidays. Draft copies of the proposed bylaw are available from 
the RM office; hard copy at cost, digital copy free upon request 
or at the web address above.  The RM office is located at RM 
Office at 71 Main Street, Shellbrook, SK, S0J 2E0 (PO Box 
250).   
PUBLIC HEARING: Council will hold a public hearing on 
October 6th, 2021, at 10:00 a.m., at the Municipal Office, 71 
Main Street, Shellbrook, SK to hear any person or group that 
wants to comment on the proposed bylaw. Due to the evolving 
COVID-19 crisis and distancing requirements, please contact 
the office prior to the hearing for protocols related to making 
in-person representation. Council will also consider written 
comments received by the undersigned by October 4th , 2021.  
For additional information, please contact (306) 747-2158 or 
admin.493@sasktel.net.
Issued at the Town of Shellbrook this 10th day of September 
2021.  
Duane Storey – Administrator - RM of Shellbrook No. 493

Spiritwood Library presents desserts of the month

Jillian Mayo was the lucky winner of Susan Sei-
gel’s September dessert.
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Water’s importance cannot be overstated
We are on the eve of 

World Rivers Day, and 
it is likely many among 
regular readers will not 
have been aware the day 
was upcoming. 

But, it should be a day 
with a higher profile. 

So what is the day, set 
for Sept. 26, all about? 

“World Rivers Day 
commemorates the many 
values of rivers and en-
courages river steward-
ship and conservation 
around the globe—a 
massive worldwide event 
involving up to 100 coun-
tries that has its roots in 
British Columbia Rivers 
Day,” detailed a recent 
press release to pop into 
my inbox recently. 

The day is one I was 

aware existed, and have 
written about before, but 
admittedly the day tends 
to slip from the forefront 
rather too easily.

Yet, the release noted 
“Millions of people and 
thousands of events, both 
physical and virtual, will 
mark World Rivers Day 
2021 on Sunday, Sept. 
26, in what has become 
one of the largest envi-
ronmental celebrations 
on the planet.” 

That is impressive, al-
though in many areas 
of Canada I still think 
the day is relatively un-
known, largely because 
in Canada we still have 
relatively clean air, open 
spaces, abundant wildlife 
and yes clean water. 

Since Canadians en-
joy rather easy access to 
things ‘wild’ it’s perhaps 
just too easy to dismiss 
environmental concerns, 
including efforts to pre-
serve fresh, clean water 
as rather unnecessary. 

But again the release 
notes things are not the 
same around our world. 

“With many of the 
world’s rivers in a de-
graded state and facing 
increasing pressures as-
sociated with pollution, 
industrial development, 
and climate change, close 
to 100 countries will par-
ticipate in this year’s ac-
tivities. 

“The theme of this 
year’s event is once again 
“waterways in our com-
munities” with a special 
emphasis on the need to 
protect and restore ur-
ban waterways which are 
often under great pres-
sure.”

This year is the 16th 
annual World Rivers 
Day, which has its roots 
in the great success of 
BC Rivers Day, which is 

celebrating its 41st an-
niversary in Canada’s 
western-most province 
and which Angelo found-
ed in conjunction with 
the Outdoor Recreation 
Council.

“World Rivers Day 
strives to increase public 
awareness of the impor-
tance of our waterways as 
well as the many threats 
confronting them,” said 
Angelo, founder of both 
BC and World Rivers 
Day and Chair Emeritus 
of the Rivers Institute at 
the British Columbia In-
stitute of Technology in 
the release. 

One has to tip their 
hat to B.C. for taking a 
lead in raising aware-
ness about an issue that 

is of greater significance 
around the world than 
we may recognize when 
looking locally.

Yet, here in Canada we 
cannot lose sight of the 
importance of water. It 
might seem the tap in the 
kitchen will always bring 
fresh, clean water, but 
The Walkerton E. coli 
outbreak in Ontario in 
2000, and the situation 
in North Battleford in 
2001 when thousands fell 
ill after a parasite seeped 
into drinking water, well 
illustrates that may not 
always be the case. 

Efforts to conserve our 
rivers are just one step 
in preserving our vital 
water supply around the 
world.

Calvin

Daniels

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

AgricultureAgriculture

Wed., Sept. 29, 2021
Special Yearling & Regular Sale 

9:00 a.m.
Producers wishing to market cattle prior to sale day 
please contact the office 306-236-3411 for delivery.

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Brent 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 

please contact 
Brent, Blair or Brody

MEADOW LAKE LIVESTOCK SALES LTD.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Blair 306-240-9883 • Brody 306-240-6504  
 Office 306-236-3411 ~ Fax 306-236-3412  

Email: mlstockyards@sasktel.net ~  market info visit: www.mlstockyards.com 

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Glen 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 
please contact Brent, 

Glen, Boyd or Frederick

PRINCE ALBERT LIVESTOCK SALES

Fri., Sept. 24, 2021
Bred Cow/Heifer & Pair Sale 1:00 p.m.

Mon., Sept. 27, 2021
Presort Sale 9:30 a.m., Regular Sale to follow

Producers wishing to market cattle prior 
to sale day please contact the 

office 306-763-8463 for delivery.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Glen 306-960-4732 • Boyd 306-841-7998 • Frederick 306-227-9505  
 Office 306-763-8463 ~ Fax 306-763-4620  

For market info visit: www.northernlivestocksales.ca 

A division of Northern Livestock Sales

Canaday duo tops Hidden Hills Cash Bash
The Hidden Hills of Shellbrook Golf 

Course recently closed out tournament 
season with a two-person Cash Bash, 
sponsored by the Mistawasis and Stur-
geon Lake First Nations.

The tournament saw a full comple-
ment of 36 duos come out, from both 
close to home and far and wide, to com-
pete for some sizeable cash prizes in a 
27-hole, best ball format tournament.

After the 27 holes were played, and 
the last putt was sunk, the local two-
some of Brendon Canaday and Darcy 
Rask topped the championship flight 
with a score of 61 to take home $2,400. 

Brett Henry and Bill Cameron were 
right behind them with a score of 62, 
claiming a $1,500 prize.

In the first flight, Todd Turgeon and 
Brad Heck shot a 65 on the day to take 
home $1,5000 and Ronald Johnston 
and Kevin Ledoux scored 67 and a 
$700 payday.

Rounding out the flights, Bill Sander-
son and Darrel Breker played to a score 
of 72 and took home $1,000, while Co-
lin Lloyd and Logan Lalond shot a 73 
to win $500.

In the closest to the pin contests on 
Holes #3 and #7, Jonas Sanderson 
and Bill Sanderson proved to be the 
sharpest shooters and each earned 
themselves $500. Meanwhile, the long 
drives on Holes #4 and #6 saw Ryan 
Arnault and Alyx Kennedy earn $500 
paydays.

“Everyone had a great time, and the 
weather was beautiful,” said incom-
ing general manager Len Stener. “The 
course was in great shape, and every-
one had a lot of compliments for Matt 
Harris and his team.”

With the last tournament of the sea-
son completed, the rest of the golf sea-
son will consist of regular golf book-
ings. Stener says he expects Hidden 
Hills will stay open until the Thanks-
giving weekend in October, but adds 
that it always depends on the weather.

“It’s up to Matt and whenever he 
thinks golfing is going to damage the 
greens,” he said. “He needs enough 
time to prepare them for winter so that 
they’re good for next season.”

small ads
BIG deals

20 words for only 
$16.00 plus GST 

$8.00 for each additional week
• Additional words 20¢

Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald

306-747-2442
chads@sbchron.com

ClassifiedsT
H

E



8   Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com September 23, 2021

PARWU pipeline’s fiscal benefits clear, says councillor
A proposed intermu-

nicipal water pipeline be-
ing explored by the Town 
of Shellbrook, in conjunc-
tion with the Prince Al-
bert Rural Water Utility 
(PARWU) and the rural 
municipalities of Buck-
land, Duck Lake, Prince 
Albert, and Shellbrook, 
has raised questions 
about finances.

Conceding that the 
$52.5 million project’s 
impact on local water bills 
won’t be known until im-
portant questions about 
grant funding have been 
answered, Town of Shell-
brook Councillor Brent 
Miller said that there are 
still many reasons to fa-
vour it over the town’s 
existing $7.8 million plan 
to upgrade its own water 
treatment plant.

For starters, Miller cites 
an analysis completed 
by Atana Management, 
which determined that 
the PARWU project’s im-
pact on water rates is like-
ly to be smaller than the 
town’s original project. 

“On the $7.8 million 
project we had on the 

books, we could not get 
grant funding. We tried 
three times, and we failed 
every time,” he said, not-
ing that without (and 
maybe even with) grant 
funding the project likely 
would have left ratepayers 
paying higher water rates 
and taxes.

With PARWU shoulder-
ing the full financial bur-
den of the capital project 
to build the water treat-
ment plant and pipeline, 
a tax increase is off the 
table for Shellbrook.

What’s more the proj-
ect, if it goes ahead, will 
see the town of Shellbrook 
become a purchaser of 
water rather than a dis-
tributor.

This change alone will 
see the town save money 
in the long run. And if 
PARWU can secure grant 
funding (and Miller says 
the level of interest in the 
project leaves him “fairly 
confident” it will), the 
project’s impact on rate-
payers’ bottom lines will 
be even smaller. 

“Once we tie into PAR-
WU water, Shellbrook 

would not be responsible 
for maintenance, upkeep, 
or operational costs re-
lated to the existing treat-
ment plant,” Miller said, 
noting that this means the 
town won’t have to hold 
money for the water treat-
ment plant in its reserves. 

“That comes off the 
books. And the fact that 
we’re not having to bor-
row all that money is a 
huge benefit, which allows 
us to implement other 
projects and ideas.”

The benefits, Miller 
adds, don’t only apply to 
Shellbrook.

In addition to build-
ing its own water treat-
ment plant and pipeline, 
PARWU is also consider-
ing spending additional 
money to complete some 
of the required upgrades 
to Shellbrook’s water 
treatment plant. This will 
allow it to provide sub-
scribers with a redundant 
water supply, in case of 
another emergency like 
the 2016 Husky oil spill in 
the North Saskatchewan 
River.

Early cost estimates 

suggest this would add 
$780,000 to the project’s 
current $52.5 million 
price tag.

With the project still in 
the design phase, Mill-
er says more questions 
about finances and im-
pacts on water rates will 

be answered in the second 
quarter of 2022. Then, 
with the project’s design 
finalized, the search for 
grant funding can begin 
in earnest.

Grant funding or no, 
Shellbrook Mayor Amund 
Otterson says ratepayers 

can expect rate changes.
“We don’t know what 

they are yet. It would de-
pend on what PARWU 
is going to charge us for 
water,” he said, noting 
that PARWU’s current 
rates are higher than the 
town’s.

Reverend Wendell Brock was recently welcomed by members of the congre-
gation at St. Andrew’s Anglican Church in Shellbrook.

21101CC1

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SUNDAY

Spiritwood - 9:00 a.m.
Leoville - 11:00 a.m.

Chitek Lake - Closed for 
the Season

Everyone Welcome
SATURDAY

Shell Lake - 8:00 p.m.
Medstead - 6 p.m. 

Father Ramel Macapala 
-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

-----------------------

SEVENTH DAY  
ADVENTIST

407 - 2nd Ave .E, 
Shellbrook

Sat., 9:45 am - 
Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am - Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398
-----------------------
MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 11:00 am

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 1st Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
3rd Sunday - 10 am 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Mont Nebo

 Wed., 7:30 pm -
Bible Study & Prayer

  Sun., 10:30 am - Worship  
 Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 4th 

St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380
-----------------------

BELBUTTE FULL 
GOSPEL

   11 am  Worship Service
  1st Sun., 7:30 pm 

- Hymn Sing
Pastor Floyd Berg
-----------------------

COWBOY  CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

Praise & WorshiP

St. Andrew’s welcomes 
new minister

Submitted by Mary Brown
The St. Andrew’s Anglican Church con-

gregation was pleased to welcome their 
new Minister, the Rev. Wendell Brock.  

Wendell was interim minister for the 
parish this past summer. Rev. Brock’s 
contract, with the Diocese of Saskatch-
ewan, in Meadow Lake, expired in June.  
He has been hired to be the incumbent 
for St. Andrews, Shellbrook, All Saints, 
Leask, Christ Church, Canwood, St. 
George’s, PA, and St. Stephen’s, MacDow-

all and Emmanuel, St. Louis.  
He will reside in the rectory at St. 

George’s with his wife Oda and three 
children.  

Wendell will be conducting a Holy 
Communion service on the first Sunday 
of the month in Leask at 9 a.m., in Shell-
brook at 11 a.m., and in Canwood at 2 
p.m.  

We look forward to this new direction 
in our parish life and hope to see many of 
you on Sunday.
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Shell Lake Lions host District Governor
Submitted by 

Corrie Rush-Battersby
The Shell Lake Lions Club hosted 

District Governor Marianne Kram-
chynsky from Rosthern for a visit 
on Sept. 13. Four Club members 
were absent, as DG Marianne spoke 

on the changes Lions Club have en-
dured the past 18 months with train-
ing, socializing, and virtual meet-
ings have become almost the norm. 

However, she noted that this also 
makes clubs think outside the box 
in new ways of serving safely, new 

ways to raise money, and new ways 
to meet people. 

There is value in membership and 
dues as the Lions organization pro-
vides a framework for organizing, 
access to assistance, liability insur-
ance, and information sharing with 

Lions from around the world. 
DG Marianne encouraged Lions 

to look at the Lions resource centre, 
and social media platforms like You-
Tube, Facebook, TikTok etc. 

The meeting ended with socializ-
ing, as well as coffee and cake.

New Shell Lake Lions Club members Wayne and Belinda Reddekopp with 
their sponsor, Gary Nickolat being inducted by DG Marianne Kramchynsky.

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 9 am - 5 pm; Wednesday 9 am - 5 
pm; Friday 9 am - 5 pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm; Thursday 10 am - 3 pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 12:30 pm - 4 pm; Wednesday 12:30 
pm - 4 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11 am - 6 pm; Friday 11 am - 5 pm; Satur-
day 10 am - 4 pm. Contact us for more info 306-497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11:30 am - 4:30 pm; Thursday 11:30 am - 
4:30 pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Tuesday 10 am - 4 pm; 
Thursday 10 am - 4 pm; Friday 1 pm - 5 pm. Kids Club is Fridays 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm, 
Crafter’s Choice is the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month.
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10 am - 3 pm; Wednesday 3 pm - 7 pm.  
Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 10:30 am - 5 pm; Friday 
10:30 am - 5 pm; Saturday 1 pm - 4 pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 2 pm - 7 pm; Thursday 2 pm - 8 pm; Saturday 
9 am - 2 pm. For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway Ave., 
West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2 pm - 6 pm; Tuesday 12 pm - 8 pm; 
Wednesday 2 pm - 8 pm; Thursday 12 pm - 6 pm; Friday 9 am - 4 pm. 
PARKSIDE: Honeywood (Dr. A. J. Porter) Heritage Nursery Inc. ~ Parkside. Due to 
the significant increase in COVID cases throughout our province, the Honeywood Board 
of Directors have made the decision to cancel our ‘A Touch of Autumn’ event scheduled 
for Sept 19th. Our selection of Potted Lilies...Are still...ALL ON SALE!! Come out to see 
the colours of Honeywood & pick up some lilies. Open: Wednesdays to Sundays: 9am to 
5pm until Sunday, Sept. 19th
SHELLBROOK: JUNSHIN JUDO CLUB – Royal Canadian Legion Hall [102 – 2nd 
Ave. E., Shellbrook]. Classes begin Sunday, September 19, 2021 @ 1:00 pm, Registra-
tion is ongoing – All Ages. All classes are co-ed. Season: Early Sept. to end of April 2022. 
COVID-19 protocols will be followed. Sensei Fred Tatler: 306-747-3143
CANWOOD: Canwood & District Health Services Co-operative – ANNUAL MEET-
ING. Wednesday, October 13th, 2021, Canwood Business Center – 7:00 p.m. Due to 
COVID, we regret that we are unable to provide supper before the meeting. Seating will 
be limited so please contact Sandi Grumbo at 306-961-5217 or canwooddhsc@gmail.
com if you wish to attend. Please come out and show your support for your community 
clinic. If you have any questions please call Sandi at 1-306-961-5217

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

The Shell Lake Lions club recently hosted District Governor Marianne Kram-
chynsky (front row, third from left).

Service Pins Awarded by DG Marianne: John Dykstra - Sheri Prosser Dyk-
stra, Lorraine Diehl 5 years, John Duncan 5 years with Shell Lake and 35 
with Leask (total 40), and Eugene Belyk, total 40 years with Shell Lake and 
Borden.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

What happens when you don’t advertise?

Very little.



(Editor’s note: The following is an 
open letter sent to Premier Scott Moe 
and all Saskatchewan MLAs. Current-
ly, it’s unknown how many of these let-
ters were sent by members of the pub-
lic.)

Attention Premier Scott Moe and 
members of the Saskatchewan Legisla-
tive Assembly:

After your speech on Thursday Sep-
tember 16th, it has become very clear 

to the people of Saskatchewan that you 
and the Government of Saskatchewan 
have been irresponsible to the people of 
Saskatchewan in the fight against CO-
VID-19. 

Let’s begin with the issue of COV-
ID-19, at no time is the death rate the 
major concern as it is less than 2% of 
those who contract COVID-19. The only 
issue with COVID-19 that you and the 
Government of Saskatchewan have 

identified is the amount of stress it puts 
on our healthcare system when there is 
a wave of infections. 

In the last year and a half we, the 
people of Saskatchewan, have self-
isolated, worn masks,  skipped holiday 
traditions, missed birthday celebra-
tions, stopped attending weddings and 
funerals, our children did not complete 
classes, graduates were denied gradu-
ation celebrations, festivals and tour-
naments were cancelled, stopped at-
tending large gatherings, limited the 
number of people in our social circles, 
limited the number of people in our 
homes, stopped going to religious ser-
vices, worked from home, underwent 
daily screening for employment, par-
ticipated in remote learning, closed our 
businesses, claimed bankruptcy, let 
the banks foreclose on our homes, can-
celled vacations, received vaccinations 
that have not undergone the same test-
ing as previous immunizations, allowed 
our elderly family members deteriorate 
in isolation, watched the government 
overreach into our daily lives,  become 
victims of human rights violations, suf-
fered depression, watched loved ones 
commit suicide and were denied medi-
cal care because our hospitals were 
overwhelmed due to the number of CO-
VID-19 patients in our hospitals across 
Saskatchewan. Approaching the fourth 
wave we know that anytime there is 
a wave our healthcare system is not 
equipped to handle an outbreak. When 
we reach about 200 cases of COVID-19 
that require inpatient care our inpatient 
/ ICU units across the province reach 
full capacity. There are approximately 
1.17 million people in Saskatchewan, 
which means there is approximately 
a bed for inpatient/ICU care for 1 per-
son out of every 58,500 people in this 
province – according to your COVID-19 
charts and indirect statements.

Well, we the people of Saskatchewan 
are tired of you putting the blame for 
this stress on our health care system on 
we the people.  We have done more than 
our part and it’s time the government 
does their part. We have seen wave af-
ter wave, made drastic adjustments to 

our life only to have another wave come 
upon us with the same issue at hand.  
All of these adjustments that you have 
asked and mandated are just band aids 
that are not fixing the real issue – our 
healthcare system. We can all see and 
agree, because you have stated in re-
cent press conferences, COVID-19 is not 
over, and it has not gone away. In Wu-
han, China the initial response was to 
build not one, but two hospitals for CO-
VID-19 patients – and in record time, 
the first one was up in two weeks.  In 
the initial wave there was a slight men-
tion by yourself that your government 
was going to investigate the possibility 
of building (or converting an existing 
building) to act as a temporary hospital 
for when a wave occurs. Our question 
to you is, where is it? What building has 
been converted to take on 100-200 pa-
tients, in the event that, we have a wave 
or a pandemic within the province? Or 
why have ICU beds not been added to 
our existing hospitals? We are already 
seeing mutations of this virus that are 
worse and we know immunization is 
not a guarantee or a cure. When are 
you, the Government of Saskatchewan, 
going to actually do something to fix the 
real issue? When vaccination is 40%, 
30%, 10% effective? Or is it going to take 
something worse than COVID-19, that 
has a death rate of 10%, 20%, or 30%?

We the people have been more than 
patient with the Government of Sas-
katchewan, the time for patience is over. 
We the people want to see the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan create a real so-
lution to the COVID-19 stress on our 
healthcare system.  We the people will 
no longer accept blame for the fact that 
our healthcare system cannot handle a 
COVID-19 wave.  We the people of Sas-
katchewan did not create this pandemic 
and we have been very cooperative with 
the Government of Saskatchewan in 
dealing with the pandemic.  Well, no 
more, we the people of Saskatchewan 
are demanding the government be re-
sponsible to the people of Saskatchewan 
and fix our broken healthcare system.

Sincerely,
The People of Saskatchewan
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Main Street Gallery to host iron and color
By Heather Beauchesne
Manoj Kurup’s fascination 

with studio art and the world 
around him started as a young 
child.  His childhood home, a 
farmhouse, rests within a re-

mote Southern Indian village. 
It is here that Kurup witnessed 
the Arabian sea merging with 
the black waters of Keralam, 
the sky reaching down to kiss 
the paddies, blue water lakes, 

and rivers.  
Kurup describes this atmo-

sphere as ever interchang-
ing with its offering of peace, 
remembered as a warm hug, 
abruptly replaced with the 
disruptive blanket of mon-
soons. This emotional dance 
is marked as the catalyst to 
Kurup falling deeply in love 
with nature, her miracles and 
excellence, kindness and ruth-
lessness. He has always felt in 
‘mother’s lap’ when alone with 
her, nature, which is a space 
and experience he continuous-
ly aspires to hold. 

Kurup considers his way of 
painting similar to that of a 
monsoon rain: he starts slow, 
lines, movements and colors 
becomes wild and violent by 
mid story, and lastly, ends with 
joyful tears and surrender. In 
fact, Kurup rarely paints the 

object/subject. He presumes 
his role is to allow the medium 
to become its true self through 
his energy and actions. After 
finishing each work, he ex-
presses a feeling of strangeness 
and confusion, as though he 
has not had conscious partici-
pation within the composition.  

He states, “I am just part of 
the flow which happens with or 
with out me.”

Main Street Gallery is proud 
to present Iron and Color, a 
solo show by artist Manoj Ku-
rup.  Iron and Color is a compi-
lation of Kurup’s work over the 
last few years.  Works are com-
posed of scrap metal, wood, 
paint, amongst other media.  

Kurup’s metal work is often 
salvaged from farm equipment.  
He romanticizes farm equip-
ment as large prairie animals, 
with a soul and the aspiration 

to communicate.  He reads 
the works of Iron and Color as 
recomposing these lost body 
parts.  He is simply putting 
them back together, giving 
them a voice.  

Iron and Color will open Fri-
day, Oct. 1, 2021, and run until 
March 30, 2022. 

Main Street Gallery is located 
at 216 Main Street, Spiritwood, 
Sask.  The gallery is open Mon-
day through to Friday, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., excluding statutory 
holidays.  As the gallery is gen-
erously hosted within a multi-
discipline facility, we advise 
that prior to attending visitors 
contact the gallery supervisor 
at 306-883-2426 to ensure of 
opening hours.  

For more information about 
the show or the gallery, please 
email heatherbeauchesne@
gmail.com.  

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
St. John’s - Shellbrook

Sunday School, 
Live-stream worship 
service on Facebook, 

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Daniel Mooseely

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Pastor David Bodvarson

306-747-7235
Canwood

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Glenn Blazosek

306-468-2138
Leask Gospel Tabernacle

Sunday 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Lorne Valuck

------------------------
SOVEREIGN GRACE 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Currently meeting in 

homes on Sunday morning
& Wednesday evenings

Leask 306-466-4498 
Marcelin 306-226-4615

------------------------

PRESBYTERIAN
Mistawasis

Sunday worship
11:00 a.m.

Rev. Katherine Bretzlaff
------------------------

IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN

Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship 
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 a.m.
Rev. Wendell Brock

306-460-7696
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service
Re-opening for services 

Sun. Mar. 14, 2021, 11 a.m.
Canwood - Christ Church
Sunday, 11 a.m. - Service  

------------------------
UNITED CHURCH

Big River
Sundays 

10 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

MENNONITE 
BRETHREN CHURCH

Blaine Lake Gospel Chapel 
109 Railway Ave. W.

Blaine Lake
306-497-3316

Pastor: Rick Schellenberg
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 

Worship
------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.

Summer: 10:30 a.m. - 12
306-469-2258

Youth Nite: Fridays
Mont Nebo

Bible Study & Prayer
Sun., 11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

------------------------
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Debden
Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 

Fr. Dong Doan
Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Dong Doan 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday -  11 a.m.
Mistawasis

2nd & 4th Sundays, 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Phong Tran

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398

Praise & WorshiP

Your TWo CenTs ~ It’s time for a proactive pandemic approach
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Canada’s newest tennis star falls just short
Canada has another 

tennis superstar.
Leylah-Annie Fernan-

dez, a Quebecker who 
turned 19 during the 
U.S. Open in New York, 
shocked the tennis world 
by coming within a whis-
ker of winning one of the 
most prestigious tour-
naments on the tennis 
calendar, losing 6-4, 6-3 
in the final to Britain’s 
Emma Raducanu.

Says the Canadian 
sports fan: “Another ten-
nis star?”

Yes, somebody in the in-
ner bowels of Tennis Can-
ada is doing something 
right, for every year, it 
seems, another Canadian 
hits the headlines for ten-
nis greatness. Two years 
ago, it was Toronto’s Bi-
anca Andreescu seeming-
ly coming out of nowhere 
to beat Serena Williams 
in the U.S. Open final. A 
few years before that, it 
was Eugenie Bouchard 
(who has since fallen off 
the map). On the men’s 
side, Canada has two 
top-20 players, including 
Felix Auger-Aliassime, 
who made it all the way to 

the U.S. Open semi-finals 
before losing to Russia’s 
Daniil Medvedev.

But it was Fernandez, 
the lefty who plays at an 
unusually quick pace, 
who stole the hearts of 
Canadian tennis fans for 
almost two weeks. She’s a 
tiny (5-foot-6, about 100 
pounds) dynamo who not 
only has tennis smarts, 
but personality galore. 
En route to the champi-
onship game, she shed 
world-class opponents 
as if she were swatting 
away easy lobs, dispatch-
ing world No. 3 Naomi 
Osaka, three-time Grand 
Slam winner Angelique 
Kerber, world No. 5 Eli-
na Svitolina and, in the 
semi-final, world No. 2 
Aryna Sabalenka. 

Fernandez’s post-
match, post-victory on-
court interviews were 
anything but bland. She 
held nothing close to her 
vest, showing the stadi-
um crowd and television 
viewers that her enthusi-
asm is real. 

Coming into the Open, 
she was ranked 70th in 
the world, so making 

the final was not only 
a surprise, but almost 
completely out of the 
blue.  The 18-year-old 
Raducanu, though, was 
ranked even lower at the 
start of the tournament; 
it was the first all-teen 
U.S. Open women’s final 
since 1999 and a rare fi-
nal featuring relative un-
knowns.

What did Fernandez 
learn during the magi-
cal two weeks of the U.S. 
Open?

“It’s helped me open my 
eyes that I have no limit 
to my potential, that I can 
go three sets against these 
players, I can play against 
these top players, and I 

can win against these top 
players,”  Fernandez said 
in a USA Today story. “My 
mental toughness, that’s 
been a huge plus for me. 
I’m just extremely happy 
with what I’ve achieved 
this week.”

But there’s still one 
more step to take. That 
could come next year, or 
the year after, or...

• Jeff Patterson on 
Twitter, showing off his 
fandom for tennis star 
Leylah Fernandez: “If 
Leylah-Annie wins this 
thing, I’m naming my 
daughter after her. And 
my daughter is 18. She’ll 
just have to deal with the 
change…”

• Patti Dawn Swansson, 
on Twitter, about Cana-
da’s newest tennis sensa-
tion: “Leylah Fernandez. 
Delightful. She looks 
like she could fit inside a 
fanny pack, but she sure 
plays big-girl tennis.”

• Headline at fark.com: 
“Chinese gymnast Zhu 
Xueying claims her gold 
medal is peeling, reveal-
ing delicious tasting 
chocolate underneath.”

• Scott Ostler of the San 

Francisco Chronicle, on 
Twitter after seeing the 
Dodgers playing in their 
solid blue, top to bottom 
uniforms: “Hey, Dodgers: 
Jiffy Lube workers just 
called, they want their 
uniforms back.”

• Comedy guy Steve 
Burgess of Vancouver, on 
Twitter, bringing some 
sports into the political 
leaders’ televised debate: 
“When will Trudeau men-
tion the Habs making the 
Cup finals under his rule? 
I mean, boom, knockout 
punch.”

• Comedy writer Alex 
Kaseberg: “The Tampa 
Bay Times reports that 
Tom Brady got COVID-19 
during the Super Bowl 
boat parade celebration 
where he threw the Lom-
bardi trophy to another 
boat. That was also the 
day doctors learned con-
suming a lot of alcohol 
does not prevent catching 
the coronavirus.”

• Comedy writer Brad 
Dickson of Omaha: “At 
halftime Illinois ran off 
the field into a tunnel 
reading ‘FAMILLY”’ and 
the BTN announcer de-

scribed a complaining 
lineman as being ‘dishev-
eled’ about a holding call. 
Who says football isn’t for 
intellectuals?”

• Bob Molinaro of pilot 
online.com (Hampton, 
Va.), musing that Derek 
Jeter may be just a tad 
overrated:  “Those who 
anoint him the game’s 
greatest shortstop have 
also strayed far enough 
off base to be tagged out.”

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “According to 
Reuters, an Australian 
pig once drank 18 cans of 
beer, got into a fight with 
a cow before eventually 
passing out. It was made 
the official mascot of the 
NHL.”

• Headline in theonion.
com: ”Umpire Who Lost 
Count Of Strikes Hop-
ing Batter Rips Off Some 
Foul Balls”

• Another one from the-
onion.com: “Lance Arm-
strong’s Publicity Team 
Playing Up The 1993 Nor-
way Road Race Title He 
Still Has”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

SportSSportS

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

U18 Elks drop exhibition game to PA Vulcans
With an all-important final 

round of roster cuts to come be-
fore the regular season begins, 
the Parkland U18 AA Elks were 
put through their paces on Fri-
day evening when they hosted 
the Prince Albert Vulcans for an 
exhibition match.

The game was the first held in 
the Richardson Pioneer Recre-
ation Centre in almost a year, 
and the hometown crowd was 
out in numbers to cheer the Elks 
on.

Suiting up for a chance to make 
the team were: Tylee Sylvestre, 

Carson Favel, Kyler Roy, Nolan 
Janvier, Kendon Skalicky, Had-
ley Nakonechny, Corvan Stewart, 
Kaiden Couture, Peter Bird, Cody 
Morash, Ashton Tanchuk, Jase 
Martin, Bronson Parker, Anson 
Favel, Jake Boettcher, Tavis Gal-
loway, Brendan Aug, Carson Led-
ding, and Hunter Nakonechny.

Torr Gosselin, Dawson Horner, 
Lane Bergen, and Shae Stewart 
didn’t dress for the match.

After nearly a year away from 
hockey, the Elks displayed some 
jitters and rust in the early go-
ing of Friday evening’s match. 

Though the Vulcans presented 
them with a handful of power 
play opportunities, including a 
one-minute 5-on-3 advantage, 
the Elks failed to capitalize on 
the opportunities or establish 
any prolonged offensive zone 
pressure.

The Vulcans were able to le-
verage these missed opportuni-
ties into momentum, when Jack 
Mortimer blasted a shot through 
starting Elks goal Hunter Na-
konechny right from the door-
step to take a 1-0 lead out of the 
first period.

With 20 minutes under their 
belts, both the Elks and the Vul-
cans came out fired up for the 

second period. Despite running 
into some early penalty troubles, 
the Elks managed to swing the 
momentum in their favour with 
an unassisted shorthanded goal 
from Ashton Tanchuk.

Thirty second later, the lead 
belonged to the home team, as 
the Elks pounced on a big offen-
sive zone turnover and Peter Bird 
netted a beautiful wrist shot. 
Brendon Skalicky and Corvan 
Stewart earned assists on the 
goal.

The Elks’ lead, however, was 
short-lived. After they got into 
more penalty trouble, by taking 
three consecutive infractions, 
the Vulcans’ Ashton Miller capi-

talized on an odd man rush to tie 
the game at 2-2.

Given another power play, the 
Vulcans once again took advan-
tage of the opportunity to take a 
3-2 lead. This time, it was Caleb 
Willoughby who found the top 
shelf from the Elks’ doorstep.

Having just 20 minutes to 
score at least two goals, the Elks 
came out for the third period and 
applied the pressure early. This 
paid off in an odd man rush, al-
lowing Carson Favel to find the 
back of the net and tie the game 
at 3-3. Jase Martin and Bronson 
Parker earned assists on the goal.

This tie didn’t last, as the Elks 
got lax in their own defensive 
end, allowing Ryan Richmond to 
walk out from behind their own 
net and tuck one home.

The Elks continued to apply of-
fensive pressure for the remain-
der of the period and were even 
presented with a power play in 
the final minute of the game. De-
spite some good opportunities, 
they failed to find the back of the 
net and dropped the match 4-3.

The Elks were scheduled for 
a rematch with the Vulcans on 
Wednesday, Sept. 22.

Their regular season will start 
on Oct. 1, with a road game 
against the Saskatoon Ice Hawks.

Parkland U18 AA Elks forward Carson Favel attempts to score 
with a nifty backhand, during an exhibition game against the 
Prince Albert Vulcans. Some rough play along the boards nearly led to fisticuffs.
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Fresh out of High School I got a job with 
Northern Construction. The company was 
refitting a barge that they would take from 
Hay River to the High Arctic. We would 
work around Tuktoyaktuk, dismantling 
artificial islands that had been built in the 
Beaufort Sea during exploration for natu-
ral gas. Before we headed north much work 
had to been done. It took some long hours, 
we had welders working, other trades peo-
ple, and painters. I was part of the paint-
ing crew. We had layers of mangers. I re-
call one foreman who I was fond of would 
at times get frustrated with the delays and 
would have this habit of removing his hard 
hat and throwing it on the ground. It was 
a sight to behold. Somewhat humorous. I 
am not sure what he hoped to accomplish. 
I guess he was just letting off steam. 

Who could forget Soviet Premier Nikita 
Khrushchev as he attended the 1960 As-
sembly in New York city losing his cool 
at the United Nations? Apparently, he got 
so upset when a delegate suggested that 
Eastern Europe had been “deprived of po-
litical and civil rights” and had been swal-
lowed up by the Soviet Union. Khrushchev 
wanted to show his displeasure, so he did 
something unforgettable: he removed his 
shoe and started pounding his desk. At 
least that is the story I was told as a boy. In 
recent reading on this, I find the incident 
debatable. 

Is anger wrong? No. Jesus displayed 
‘righteous anger ‘ in John chapter 2 when 
He cleansed the temple. It is an emotion 

that is God given. The problem arises 
when we do not use it properly. Let me give 
you an example. Frances Havergal, the 
author of well-known Hymns the church 
sings even today, like ‘Take My Life and 
Let it Be,’ wrestled with a temper. I read 
that after she lost her temper she would be 
mortified and confess it to the Lord. But 
Frances would lose her temper again and 
again. 

On one particular day that she struggled 
with anger she knelt down and prayed, 
“Lord, must it always be so? Will I always 
have this temper to keep me humble be-
fore you?” 

What is interesting is, as she knelt down 
on her knees, God gave her a passage of 
Scripture. “The Egyptians whom you have 
seen today you will see no more forever.” 

That is what God had told Moses when 
the Egyptians pursued the Israelites to 
take them back to Egypt. Frances Haver-
gal, as strange as it may seem, took that 
Scripture and applied it to her life. The 
enemy wanted to use Havergal’s temper 
to pull her into bondage. She saw that God 
could take her temper away. 

Frances Havergal asked God, “Lord, 
could it be forever.” 

She seemed to hear the words, “Yes, No 
more, forever.” 

Frances’ sister testified that she never 
again lost her temper. She believed in God, 
and God performed a miracle. 

Blessings, Pastor David Bodvarson 
Shellbrook Pentecostal Assembly 

Vernell Anne (Story) 
Beebe, 59, passed away 
on September 16th, 2021, 
at St. Paul’s Hospital, Sas-
katoon, SK after three 
years of declining health. 
Vernell is predeceased 
by her parents Anne and 
William Story, her uncle 
Creston Joseph Story and 
her ex-husband Richard 
Beebe. She is survived by 
her long-time friend and 
caregiver, George Flett.

Vernell was born March 
31st, 1962, in Spiritwood 
growing up on a farm 
close to nature where she 
developed a true love of 
animals. Vernell com-
pleted a Bachelor of Social 
Work from the University 
of Regina on October 21st 
2000. 

However, if asked, her 
greatest accomplishment 
was raising her children. 
Vernell is lovingly 
remembered by her 
four children, twelve 
grandchildren and three 
great grandchildren. 
Roxanne (Micheal Scott): 
Nicholas, Cassandra; 
Virginia (Rob Harlingten): 
Jada (Julian Bird), 
Emery; Jalynn (Matthew 
Brown): Autumn, and 
Easton; Tyler (Jessie 
Bryngelson): Jackson, 
Elizabeth, Connor, Susie-
Lynn, Madison, and 
Emma. Vernell’s great 

grandchildren: Koda, 
Rosamond, and Kayl (Jada 
and Julian Bird’s children). 
Lovingly survived by her 
siblings Debbie (Daniel 
Laventure), Kevin Story 
(Darlene Nash), Patricia 
(Vance McEwen), Edith 
(Greg Johnstone) and 
William Story along 
with numerous nieces 
and nephews and great-
nieces and nephews. She 
will be missed by many 
close friends and those 
who not only looked to 
her for guidance but 
for inspiration to be 
themselves. 

Due to the increase of 
COVID-19 cases a memo-
rial service will be held at 
a later date. Condolences, 
thoughts, and memories 
are strongly encouraged 
and may be sent to cher-
ishedmemories@sasktel.
net or www.cherished-
memories.ca. 

Obituaries
~

Vernell Anne (Story) Beebe
Good News

~
dealiNG with aNGer

MARTHA (née:  
BLUSHKE) BOLD

1929 - 2021
Martha was born on 

October 14, 1929 in Lang-
ham, SK to Ferdinand and 
Matilda (Bronn) Blushke, 
who emigrated to Canada 
from Eastern Europe in the 

1920s. Martha was a first 
generation Canadian and 
the third of seven children. 
She grew up in a Mennonite 
family and went to school 
in Langham, then worked 
nearby in Dalmeny. In 1949, 
she married Nick Bold from 
Marcelin, SK. After some 
time working in Ontario, 
they settled down to live 
and farm east of Marcelin 
in the Ottawa School Dis-
trict, where they had four 
children. 

Martha was an excellent 
home maker and gardener. 
She was a superb cook and 
loved to sew and embroi-
der; her family still enjoys 
the many tea towels, pot-
holders and recipes she 
shared with them. Martha 
participated in community 

life and enjoyed connect-
ing with friends and neigh-
bours. From the farm, Mar-
tha moved into Marcelin 
and then to assisted living. 
In late 2014, she went into 
Wheatland Lodge in Leask, 
where she received excel-
lent care. She passed away 
there on Saturday, Septem-
ber 18, 2021.

She is survived by: her 
husband, Nick, of 71 years; 
her four children, Ron 
(June), Sharon (Michael 
Brokop), Les and Rick; ten 
grandchildren; thirteen 
great grandchildren; two 
brothers, Don Blushke 
(Della) and Abel Blushke 
(Georgina); one sister, Verna 
Waldner; and many nieces 
and nephews. She was 
predeceased by her parents, 
three brothers Adolf, Edwin 
and Paul Blushke, and 
grand-daughter Alyssa.

A small family service 
will be held at Saskatoon 
Funeral Home on Septem-
ber 26th at 10:30 a.m. with 
interment to follow at Mar-
celin Cemetery. Martha 
lived a long life and faced 
many blessings and chal-
lenges along the way. She is 
now at rest and will be long 
and well-remembered by 
her friends and family.  To 
share memories and con-
dolences please visit Mar-
tha’s tribute/obituary page 
at www.saskatoonfuneral-
home.com . Arrangements 
are in care of SASKATOON 
FUNERAL HOME. (306) 
244-5577

Martha (née: Blushke) Bold

Mervin Leslie Madsen, 
late of Spiritwood, SK, 
passed away on Wednes-
day, September 15, 2021, 

at Spiritwood and Dis-
trict Health Complex in 
Spiritwood, SK. A Private 
Memorial Service will be 
held at Shell Lake Legion 
Hall. Memorial donations 
may be directed to Spir-
itwood Idylwild Lodge 
Ladies Auxiliary. Fam-
ily and friends wishing to 
send online condolences 
are welcome to visit www.
beaulacf unera lhome.
com. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to the care 
of Beau “Lac” Funeral 
Home, Lori Saam Funeral 
Director, Prince Albert, 
SK 306-763-3322.

Mervin Leslie Madsen

Province strengthens protection 
for victims of sexual violence

The government of Saskatchewan 
has introduced several changes to leg-
islation that supports victims fleeing 
sexual violence.

The new amendments, laid out in The 
Residential Tenancies Amendment 
Act, 2021 and The Residential Tenan-
cies Amendment Regulations, 2021, al-
low victims of sexual violence to end a 
fixed-term lease by providing 28-days’ 
notice to their landlord.

“We are determined to protect survi-
vors of sexual violence, who are often 
particularly vulnerable,” Justice Min-
ister and Attorney General Gordon 
Wyant said. “With these changes, the 
government is taking all available steps 
to make victims feel safe in their living 
arrangements.”

The changes enable victims of sexual 
violence to escape dangerous living sit-

uations by terminating their lease early 
without paying financial penalties that 
would otherwise arise from their early 
termination.  Tenants who want to take 
advantage of the protections offered by 
the legislation must serve a notice to 
end the tenancy and a certificate from 
Victims Services to their landlord.

The amendments mirror recent 
changes to The Saskatchewan Employ-
ment Act, which extended protections 
for victims of interpersonal violence to 
victims of sexual violence.

These changes include revisions to 
the Standard Conditions of a Tenancy 
Agreement that reflect the updated leg-
islation. Landlords and tenants looking 
for more details on how these changes 
will affect them can find information, 
forms and documents online at https://
www.saskatchewan.ca/ort.

NEED TO REACH 
MILLENNIALS?

Adults 18+ Millennials Boomers 

87% 
90% 

82% 

New survey results show that 
nine out of ten Millennials 
read newspapers weekly in 
print or digital formats.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

Results are sourced from a November 2020 national online research survey managed by 
Totum Research. Interviews were conducted with 855 English and French Canadians in 
every province, and results were weighted to be nationally representative.
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ELECTRICIAN

Residential, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

Wiring & Trenching
Skid Steer Service

Jake Verbonac 
306-747-9073

Serving Shellbrook 
& Surrounding area

&J H Electric

FUNERAL SERVICES

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBING

Your Guide to
Home Services &
Repair Professionals

HEARING

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

LAWYER

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded

ELECTRIC
•R

ESIDENTIAL •C
O

M
M

E
R

CIAL • FARM • IN

D
U

S
T

R
IA

L

ELECTRICAL

Spiritwood Herald

Business 
Directory

Spiritwood Herald

Business 
Directory

306-747-2442 • chads@sbchron.com

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

Each Office is 
Independently 

Owned and 
Operated

306.883.7449

Heather Sarrazin, REALTOR®

Licensed to trade in residential, agricultural, and 
commercial real estate.

LAKE COUNTRY’S LOCAL REALTOR®

REAL ESTATE

CONSTRUCTION
 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

ACCOUNTING

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook
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ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

TRUCKING

Grain, Fertilizer, or Pellet Hauling
Call/Text: 780-872-3324

Email: Northcountry06@outlook.com
Owners: Ed & Faryn Anderson

P Construction Ltd.
Spiritwood, SK

306-883-7305
Equipment Rentals Available

• 5 tonne Zoom Boom
• 10 tonne Zoom Boom
• Skidsteers
• Excavator

Call for pricing & 
bookings! Ask for Paul

CONSTRUCTION

FUNERAL SERVICES

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

INSURANCE

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook  306-747-2896
Canwood  306-468-2227
Leask  306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Electrical Contractor
• Residential, Commercial 
& Industrial Installations

• New Builds
• Renovations

Shawn Madden
306-220-7979
maddenbroselectric@outlook.com

Spiritwood, SK

ELECTRICAL



The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
SWNA Blanket Classifieds

Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 
Cost for 25 words:

Saskatchewan market ..............$209.00
   One Zone  ............................$86.00
   Two Zone ..........................$123.00
Alberta market .......................$269.00
Manitoba market ...................$189.00
BC market .............................$395.00
Ontario market ......................$439.00
   Western Ontario  .................$155.00   
   Central Ontario  ..................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario ..................$145.00
   Northern Ontario  ..................$90.00
Quebec market
   English ...............................$240.00
Atlantic market ......................$200.00
Across Canada  ..................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French)  ................$986.00

Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 4 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 
NOTICE

This newspaper accepts advertisements in good 
faith. We advise that it is in your interest to 
investigate offers personally. Publications by this 
paper should not be taken as an endorsement of  
the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people weekly. 

Personal Classifieds: 
$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ additional 

words for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.00/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches - $52.00 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$75.00 + $3.75 (GST) = $78.75/year

PARKSIDE HOUS-
ING AUTHORITY is 
accepting applica-
tions from seniors 
for a 1 bedroom unit 
in Parkside avail-
able for rent. Please 
call or text Colleen 
at (306)747-9011 for 
info and applica-
tions. 2-39

SHELLBROOK 
MOTEL hiring for 
one laundry and 
one housekeeping 
position. Please call 
or drop off resume at 
motel. 306-747-2631 
 TF

GARAGE SALE – 
Sept. 24 & 25, 9 am 
to 5 pm, 220 2nd St. 
W, past golf course. 
Single bed, clothes, 
pumpkins, baking, 
misc.

PETERSON, Corey
June 24, 1978 – Sep-
tember 20, 1996
We mark 25 years 

since your passing 
with the same feel-
ings as many other 
days – sadness that 
you are gone and 
simply wishing we 
could tell you one 
last time how much 
we love you.
We often think of 

how much you have 
missed over the last 
25 years; who you 
would be today and 
what a great uncle 
you would have been 
to Carter and Au-
brey. Goodbyes hurt 
the most when the 
story isn’t finished 
and the book has 
been closed forever. 
We would have given 
anything for a few 
more chapters with 
you.
“Those we love 

don’t go away, they 
walk beside us 
every day. Unseen, 
unheard, but always 
near; still loved, still 
missed and very 
dear.” – anonymous
Always remem-

bered by Dad, Mom, 
Ginelle, Carter, 
Aubrey, Grandma 
Bruce & families.

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT CARD
OF THANKS

GARAGE SALE

MEMORIAMS
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IN MEMORY OF
JOHN BECKER
Sept. 27, 1961 – 
Sept. 23, 2018

God took him 
home, it was His 
will,
But in our hearts 

we love him still;
His memory is as 

dear today
As in the hour he 

passed away.
We often sit and 

think of him,
When we are all 

alone,
For memory is the 

only friend
That grief can call 

its own.
Happy Birthday in 

heaven John
Sadly missed and 

forever remem-
bered.
Love Mom and all 

the family.  
 1-38

When it comes to selling your vehicle
Nothing goes the distance 

like the Classifieds!
Get your show on the road

by calling us today!
For Sale

Cars • Trucks • Motorcycles
ATVS • Farm Vehicles

Even Campers and 5th Wheels

Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald

306-747-2442
chads@sbchron.com

blanket 
classifieds

Reach more 
than 500,000 readers.  

306-747-2442

It’s Easy
to place 

a classified!

Phone
 306-747-2442

Fax:
306-747-3000

Email: 
chads@

sbchron.com

Advertising 
Deadline is

Friday
4:00 p.m.

How to protect your devices 
from cyber attacks

Cyberattacks are on the rise. High-
ly publicized attacks like the one that 
targeted Colonial Pipeline in May 
2021 have sent multibillion dollar 
businesses into crisis mode, and such 
attacks affect everyone, including 
private citizens.

The rise in remote working that 
resulted due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic has exposed IT vulnerabilities 
that put businesses big and small in 
precarious positions. Ransomware 
attacks, in which perpetrators seek 
ransoms after infiltrating and shut-
ting down a network, often target 
businesses and not individuals. How-
ever, cyber criminals can gain access 
to businesses through their unsus-
pecting employees, especially when 
those workers are working remotely. 
Individuals can take steps to protect 
their devices from cyber attacks in an 
effort to make their personal and pro-
fessional information more secure.

According to Ready.gov, a website 
created by the United States govern-
ment that’s designed to educate and 
empower people to prepare for all 
types of emergencies, including cy-
berattacks, offers the following tips to 
individuals looking to protect them-
selves from cyberattacks.

· Be mindful of what you share 
online. Limit the personal informa-
tion you post and share online. Turn 
off location features and make use 
of the privacy settings on all of your 
devices.

· Keep software applications and 
operating systems up-to-date. Up-
dating apps and your OS ensures 
your devices have the most current 
safety features, making you less vul-
nerable to cyberattacks.

· Prioritize safe passwords. Utilize 
a password manager and use upper 
and lowercase letters, numbers and 
special characters when creating 
passwords. Two-factor authentica-
tion (two methods of verification) 
should always be used when avail-
able.

· Be suspicious when solicited. Be 
suspicious of anyone or any message 
that asks you to do something right 
away, offers something that sounds 
too good to be true or requires you 
to enter your personal information. 
Think before you click, and when in 
doubt, do not click. Never provide 
personal information if you’re suspi-
cious or using websites that do not 
typically require such information.

· Use encrypted (secure) Internet 
communications.

· Use a secure Internet connection 
and Wi-Fi network to protect your 
home and/or business. If a network is 
lagging, resist the temptation to seek 
an available yet less secure connec-
tion.

· Make accessing your devices as 
personal as possible. A strong au-
thentication, such as a personal 
identification number or password 
that only you would know, can make 

devices less vulnerable to attacks. 
Consider using a separate device that 
can receive a code or requests a bio-
metric scan (e.g., fingerprint scanner 
or facial recognition) before allowing 
access.

· Check your account statements 
and credit reports regularly.

· Only share personal information 
on secure sites (e.g. “https://”). Do 
not use sites with invalid certificates. 
Use a Virtual Private Network, or 
VPN, which creates a more secure 
connection. This is especially impor-
tant for remote workers.

· Employ additional means to block 
threats. Antivirus solutions, malware 
and firewalls can block cyberattacks 
before users even have an opportu-
nity to respond.

· Back up files. Routinely back up 
your files in an encrypted file or en-
crypted file storage device so you can 
access them should you ultimately 
fall victim to an attack.

· Protect your home network by 
changing the administrative and Wi-
Fi passwords regularly. When con-
figuring your router, use either the 
instruction manual or speak to your 
internet-cable provider to set up the 
Wi-Fi Protected Access 2 (WPA2) 
Advanced Encryption Standard 
(AES) setting, which is the strongest 
encryption option.

Cyberattacks are on the rise, but 
individuals can take various steps to 
make themselves less vulnerable. 
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Op-ed: Politicians need to pay back wage subsidy
By Franco Terrazzano,
CTF Federal Director

Politicians are good at preach-
ing, but they’re not so good at 
practicing what they preach. 
Case in point: the federal wage 
subsidy.

Federal politicians have been 
moralizing about the evils of 
business executives taking bo-
nuses while collecting the pan-
demic wage subsidy, but their 
silence on their own party tak-
ing the subsidy is deafening.

At the beginning of the pan-
demic, the federal government 
rolled out a wage subsidy to help 
businesses keep more staff em-
ployed. Unfortunately, the rules 
allowed some business and po-
litical parties to exploit these 
tax dollars. 

New Democratic Party Leader 
Jagmeet Singh wants to address 
part of the problem by forcing 
businesses that took the wage 
subsidies at the same time as 

they paid bonuses to executives 
to return the equivalent amount 
paid in bonuses. The NDP 
pointed out that “68 companies 
that paid executive bonuses and 
$5 billion in dividends to share-
holders collected over $1 billion 
from the Canada Emergency 
Wage Subsidy.” 

Liberals and Conservatives 
have also rightly scolded these 
executives. A business has every 
right to fatten its C-suite with its 
own money – just not with tax-
payers’ money.  

But these politicians have 
been less willing to point the 
finger at their own parties who 
took the wage subsidy meant for 
struggling businesses. The fed-
eral NDP, Liberals and Conser-
vatives all helped themselves to 
the wage subsidy. Only the Bloc 
has kept its hand off the wage 
subsidies from the start.

Conservative Leader Erin 
O’Toole committed to repaying 

the money his party took. 
“O’Toole believes the wage 

subsidy was designed to help 
businesses survive the econom-
ic side-effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic lock-down, not to 
subsidize political parties,” said 
Conservative member of Parlia-
ment Peter Kent. 

But as of mid-March, the Con-
servatives still hadn’t paid back 
the subsidy. 

Last September, the Liberals 
said they would stop taking the 
wage subsidy, but had no plans 
to pay it back. And despite all 
of his lecturing, Singh’s NDP 
still hasn’t mentioned whether 
they’ve paid back the subsidy.

By helping themselves to the 
wage subsidy, the political par-
ties are acting like rich guys at a 
soup kitchen. 

For starters, political parties 
already receive special taxpayer 
treatment. 

Take the political contribu-

tions tax credit, for example. 
If you donate $100 to your lo-
cal food bank, you get a federal 
tax credit of 15 per cent, mean-
ing the total federal income tax 
you owe goes down by $15. But 
if you donate $100 to a federal 
political party, you receive a 
federal tax credit that saves you 
a whopping $75. 

As of May 2020, parties bene-
fited from $145 million over five 
years through the tax credit. On 
top of that, parties and candi-
dates received nearly $200 mil-
lion in expense reimbursements 
for the last three elections. 

The parties weren’t starved 
for cash in 2020 either. 

The Conservatives raised 
$20.7 million in 2020 and 
posted the best fourth quarter 
by any party ever. The Liberals 
posted their best fourth quar-
ter fundraising numbers and 
brought in $15 million last year. 
The NDP had an especially good 

year fundraising. 
“Outside of that [2019] elec-

tion year, 2020 marks the most 
the party has raised since the 
2015 federal election that cost 
the New Democrats their offi-
cial opposition status,” accord-
ing to CBC.

Here’s the bottom line: politi-
cal parties took the wage sub-
sidy even though they obviously 
didn’t need them.

Parties were wrong to shove 
their snouts further into the 
taxpayer trough and help 
themselves to the wage subsidy 
meant to help businesses keep 
their employees on the payroll. 
But party leaders can help right 
past wrongs by practicing what 
they preach. 

Politicians are right to force 
some businesses to pay back the 
wage subsidy, but they also need 
to show leadership and make 
sure their parties pay back the 
subsidy.

Spiritwood 
Herald

Spiritwood 
Herald

is looking for the right 
individual to work 

part-time with reporting 
of news happenings in 
Spiritwood and area. 

Some other duties involved.

Send resume to Jordan Twiss,
Editor Spiritwood Herald at

Box 10, Shellbrook, Sask. S0J 2E0
or by email to jordan@sbchron.com

Please mark reporter position.

Storing your harvest for fall and water
By Patricia Hanbidge

This year has been a great summer for 
gardens and as long as water was avail-
able, the harvest has been bountiful. 
This year, it has just not been possible to 
consume all that has been offered from 
the garden, so it has been necessary to 
put some of the harvest away for later. 
One of the first things that is important 
when storing produce, it is important 
to ensure that anything you are putting 
away is of good quality. Do not wait until 
the last moment to prepare for winter as 
it is important to ensure you are putting 
food away at the peak of quality. When 
harvesting your produce be careful not 
to break, nick or bruise what you are 
picking. Compost or consume quickly 
any product which is not in the optimum 
shape for storage. 

Different vegetables require differ-

ent storage conditions. If we are storing 
crops which are not being processed, 
then temperature and relative humid-
ity (RH) are the main considerations of 
storage. There are three basic types of 
storage. Cold and dry (0 to 5 C and 65% 
RH); cool/cold and moist (0 to 10 C with 
95% RH); and warm and dry (10 C and 
60% RH).

Please note that these are optimal con-
ditions for storage and any temperatures 
or humidity that are different than these 
optimal conditions then your shelf life 
will shorten. Our basements are general-
ly cool and dry during our colder months 
and our home refrigerators can be con-
sidered cold and dry. Putting vegetables 
in perforated plastic bags will give a good 
short-term storage option for those that 
require cold and moist conditions. If you 
are lucky enough to have a root cellar, 

then you can likely easily store potatoes 
for the entire winter and beyond. Do 
note that any type of storage does need 
to provide ventilation as the vegetables 
are still respiring.

Any storage facility should be cleaned 
prior to storing any products and should 
be free of any potential rodent infesta-
tions. 

For an example of how to store some 
of what you may be harvesting, then do 
read on. Apples store best in the dark 
at a temperature just above freezing.  A 
covering of perforated poly will help to 
prevent shrivelling. As apples exude eth-
ylene gas ensure you do not store them 
with leafy green or cole crops as those 
crops are damaged by exposure to eth-
ylene. 

Carrots, cabbage, beets, parsnips, new 
potatoes, peppers, cantaloupe, water-
melon, beans and rutabagas like cool/
cold, moist conditions with good venti-
lation. Ensure that these crops go into 
storage when they have dried thorough-
ly. Beets, parsnips, carrots, cabbage, 
beans, peppers and rutabagas will lose 
moisture readily so cover them with per-
forated poly.  They do well at the bottom 
end of the range at 0 to 5C. Potatoes will 
keep the best quality if they are stored at 
about 4 C when mature. Tomatoes like 

to be stored a bit warmer at about 10 to 
15 C. All of these vegetables should be 
stored in the dark. 

Peppers, pumpkins, squash and sweet 
potatoes should be stored in warm, dry 
conditions

Garlic and onions prefer cold and dry 
storage conditions. If you happen to be 
harvesting seed for next year, most seed 
will store best if it has matured appro-
priately, cleaned and then stored in cold, 
dry conditions. 

For any produce that you are process-
ing, it is necessary to blanch them prior 
to freezing. This blanching process 
means that you plunge the vegetables 
into boiling water - for just a tiny bit of 
time and then immediately immerse in 
an ice bath. Different products have spe-
cific guidelines for the blanching time. 
Blanching will stop the life of the prod-
ucts which means that respiration has 
stopped and following this process will 
ensure you keep the maximum amount 
of colour and nutrition.  

Hope you have a great harvest!
Hanbidge is the Lead Horticultur-

ist with Orchid Horticulture. Find us 
at www.orchidhort.com; by email at 
info@orchidhort.com; on facebook @
orchidhort and on instagram at #or-
chidhort.
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