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Spiritwood gets a taste of a Filipino Christmas

A Filipino Christmas Market, held in Spiritwood on Dec. 17, proved to be a perfect way to experience new food and culture, and get in the 
Christmas spirit.

Some Filipino individuals decided to 
hold the first ever Filipino Christmas 
Market in town on Saturday, Dec. 17, 
at the SARCS Mezzanine Hall from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m.

Organizers that did the brainstorm-
ing and organizing were Charity Al-
agao, Marinor Alejo, Sanale Andebor, 
Mary Ann Ballesteros, Felmarie Castil-
lo, Ruby Cordero, and Renesse Quilop.

Organizers said that the inspiration of 
making up the Filipino Christmas Mar-
ket came from their country’s Christ-
mas practice called “Simbang Gabi,” or 
Dawn Mass, which is a nine-day series 
of masses in anticipation of Christmas. 
It is also a time where people visit the 
night market before and after attending 
the advent mass.

They originally planned to hold the 

market in the evening so it would be the 
same as back in the Philippines. Howev-
er, they eventually decided that it might 
be a challenge because of the colder 
winter weather.

Altogether, there were seven sellers 
present at the Christmas Market. There 
were also three sellers who were not 
able to make it out but managed to pre-
pare their goods prior to the day of the 
market.

The organizers added that because of 
time constraint, they just limited the 
items that were sold to mostly Filipino 
foods such as spring rolls, noodles, fried 
rice, Filipino barbeque, and other Fili-
pino breads and desserts.

Aside from the goods sold, organizers 
also prepared tables and chairs for peo-
ple to sit, in case some buyers wanted to 

spend some time visiting, and decorat-
ed the hall with Christmas decorations 
and a photo back drop for anyone who 
wanted to take some festive pictures.

All told, the organizers estimate that 
about 150 people came out to support 
the Filipino Christmas Market. Al-
though weather and their own work 
schedules presented some challenges, 
the organizers say that this turnout was 
far beyond what they had anticipated, 
considering the lack of advertising in 
advance of the event.

“We did not expect the number of peo-
ple that came to our Filipino Market, 
since it was our first time to hold the 
event (and in spite of the chilly weather 
and short notice),” said Marinor Alejo. 
“Tonight, we’ve collected a total of $565 
from the entrance money that will all be 

donated to our seniors at the Spiritwood 
Lodge.”

The organizers added that the pur-
pose of this event is for them to start an 
activity where they can share their cul-
ture through food, and also to highlight 
the true meaning of Christmas which is 
“to give”. That’s why they decided to do-
nate the proceeds from the door to the 
Spiritwood Lodge.

Looking ahead, the organizers say 
they also plan to hold the Christmas 
Market next year and are already plan-
ning for another Filipino Market in the 
summer.

It was, all in all, a great way to cele-
brate Christmas, experience a different 
culture, and get in the holiday spirit of 
giving to others.

More photos on page 2
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The past year and a half has been a 
whirlwind for Shellbrook Skating Club 
member Julia Shindle, who has seen 
herself grow exponentially as a figure 
skater.

The 11-year-old, who has been skat-
ing with the local club since she was 
just four, took the leap into the world of 
pairs figure skating last spring, forming 
a duo with Stefan Lotz from the Prince 
Albert Skating Club (though they be-
gan skating together in 2021, they were 
introduced to local crowds as a pair at 
the Shellbrook Skating Club’s year-end 
ice show this past March).

Shindle and Lotz began competing 

last year in the Juvenile Pairs catego-
ry, before moving up to the pre-nov-
ice category for the 2022-2023 figure 
skating season. From the outset, lofty 
goals were set for them in their two-
year plan.

Shindle and Lotz’s first Pre-Nov-
ice pairs competition came this past 
summer in Wild Rose, Alta. With their 
performance there, the duo earned 
an invitation from Skate Canada-Sas-
katchewan to compete in Ontario in 
the middle of October. There, they 
skated their way to the podium, ending 
the competition with a bronze medal.

Shindle and Lotz’s third place finish 
qualified them for the Skate Canada 
Challenge, which is set to take place in 
Regina from Jan. 25 to 28. 

What’s more, the pair’s quick growth 
in the discipline has allowed them to 
reach their ultimate goal of receiving 
an invite to represent Saskatchewan 
at the 2023 Canada Winter Games. 
That competition is set to take place in 
Prince Edward Island from Feb. 27 to 
March 5.

While she has been enjoying ear-
ly success in pairs skating with Lotz, 
Shindle has continued to shine just as 
bright in her solo skating endeavours. 
Most recently, she skated to a silver 
medal in the Juvenile U12 singles cat-
egory at Skate Canada-Saskatchewan’s 
Sectionals Championships.

This outstanding performance saw 
her rewarded with a training grant 
for her placement in the Saskatche-
wan Series, an athletic development 
initiative that aims to “foster and 
promote earlier athlete preparedness 
and program consistency for Skate 

Canada-Saskatchewan 
skaters as they head in 
to the pre-competitive 
and competitive phases 
of their yearly training 
plans.”

For skaters in the pro-
gram, the Saskatchewan 
Series will identify a list 
of provincial and out of 
province competitions 

where they can compete and subse-
quently use their scores towards an 
overall total score. 

Each skater’s top two scores (Pre-Ju-
venile and Juvenile) or top three scores 
(Pre-Novice and Senior) from the 
Saskatchewan Series events will be 
their overall score and will rank them 
against other skaters at their level from 

Saskatchewan for the months of July 
through to the Sectionals Champion-
ships in November.

At the conclusion of the Series, the 
top three skaters in each category will 
receive an award and a training grant, 
which will be presented at Sectionals 
following the Sectionals medal cere-
mony.
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Shellbrook’s Shindle skates toward lofty goals

Shellbrook’s Julia Shindle and Prince 
Albert’s Stefan Lotz at the Skate Can-
ada-Saskatchewan Sectionals.

 

Rabbit Lake Housing Authority
Maintenance/Caretaker 

Contract Position
The Rabbit Lake Housing Authority is now accepting 
applications for a Contract Maintenance/Caretaker.
The Housing Authority manages 7 senior units located in 
Rabbit Lake.
The successful candidate will report to the Board of Directors 
and be responsible for regular seasonal ground maintenance 
and for performing minor repairs. Basic working knowledge of 
carpentry, plumbing, heating, electrical, appliance repair and 
general maintenance is an asset. Must be able to perform 
manual labour and lifting tasks.  
For further details, please contact Joan Dzialo at 306-230-8296.
Please submit written resume and remuneration expectations 
by January 9, 2023 to:

Attention: Marlene Martens, Chairperson
Rabbit Lake Housing Authority

Box 128
Rabbit Lake, SK  S0M 2L0

NOTICE
Lake Country Co-op Agro in 

Shellbrook will be closed from 
January 8th through 15th, 2023. 

We will re-open at our new location
400–7th St. E., Shellbrook 

8:30 a.m. on Mon., Jan. 16, 2023
To place bulk petroleum and heating oil orders 

during this time, please call 306-747-7776
For emergencies please call 306-747-7361

Please accept our apologies 
for any inconvenience this 
may cause. We appreciate 
your patience. Thank you 

from the team at Lake 
Country Co-op Agro!

The Filipino Christmas Market drew a crowd of about 150, with proceeds 
from the door going to Spiritwood Lodge.

Food was a prominent feature of the Filipino Christmas Market in Spirit-
wood.

Spiritwood gets a taste of a 
Filipino Christmas



Shelley and Megan Allard from the 
Spiritwood Lions Club were both rec-
ognized as the Volunteer of the Month 
awardee for the month of November. 
Bevra Fee from the Northern Lakes 
Economic Development Corporation 
awarded both recipients the token of 
appreciation.

Shelley Allard has volunteered for 
many years, starting off with helping 
out with little things in the community. 
As a young child, she helped her grand-
mother, Mary Charlebois, count the 
church’s collection. Later, as a teenag-
er, she helped her mom, Lorraine Du-
for, with catering meals for the church.  

Megan and Shelley became active 
community volunteers when Megan 
was in high school, and Megan served 
as a junior ambassador on Inclusion 
Saskatchewan’s provincial board.

Shelley said that both her and Megan 
are very humbled and proud to receive 
the Volunteer of the Month award.

Both have been members of the Spir-
itwood Lions Club for five years, and 
although she said that they were more 
active pre-COVID, Shelley said they 
both look forward to helping more 
again in the future. 

When COVID hit, they started mak-
ing simple cut cards with a Cricut ma-
chine and donated all the proceeds to 
charities. They both have raised over 

$5,000 in the last two years.
“We believe that volunteers are the 

essence of any community. Megan of-
ten says, ‘I love helping people,’” Shel-
ley said.
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Allards receive SARCS 
Volunteer of the Month honours

Shelley and Megan Allard are SARCS’ 
Volunteers of the Month for Novem-
ber.
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The small-town spirit 
of Canwood came alive 
on Dec. 16. The Bradley 
& Lorna Benson Limo/
Bus and Leslie and Di-
ana Schutte’s truck and 
flat deck toured the 
town with over 80 car-
ollers from Canwood 
churches. The truck and 
flat deck were decorat-
ed with straw bales and 
Christmas lights. The 
carolling around town 
included stops at the 
Whispering Pine Place 
nursing home, the Se-
niors Housing, and some 

private homes. The eve-
ning was capped off with 
hot chocolate and cook-

ies around fire pits at the 
Canwood Pentecostal 
Church.

Canwood Carolling kindles 
Christmas spirit

Carollers sing atop Leslie and Diana Schutte’s 
truck and flat deck.

Carollers made a stop at Canwood’s Whispering Pine Place.



Just like that, the end of 
another trip around the sun 
is upon us.

Perhaps it’s true what in-
famous 1980s high school 
slacker, Ferris Bueller, said: 
“Life moves pretty fast. If you 
don’t stop and look around 
once in a while, you could 
miss it.”

As someone who spends his 
days looking towards the next 
day or week, I know I certain-
ly couldn’t tell you where this 
past year has gone.

For some, the coming of a 
new year just means that the calendar 
will be turning to a new page, and most 
of us will spend the next month acci-
dentally writing 2022 instead of 2023 
whenever we have to write the date.

For others, a new year is like a cosmic 
reset button, rife with opportunities to 
change, improve, and pursue the things 
we’ve put far too much energy into put-
ting off. As much as they are promises 
to ourselves, new year’s resolutions are 
also expressions of hope, of a belief in 
the promise of new beginnings.

Some may scoff at such optimism, 
but all too often our lives are what we 
think. 

When we focus on the clouds, our 
lives become nothing but storms. 

But when we focus on the single ray 
of sunshine feebly poking through the 
dark, dense grey, our lives become just 
a little brighter.

After the 2022 we had, we could all 
use a little more light and hope in our 
lives. In 2023, we should all strive to be 
the light and hope, both for ourselves 
and for others.

First, though, let us take stock of 
where we stand as the year comes to a 
close.

In some ways, we end 2022 on a bet-
ter note than it began on. In Saskatche-
wan, at least, COVID-19 protocols were 
lifted early on in the year, allowing 
most of us to return to some semblance 
of normalcy.

“Semblance of normalcy” is the key 
phrase here, because the removal of 
public health restrictions didn’t mag-
ically end the pandemic. Rather, we 
just stopped talking about it, even if we 

continue to grapple with its 
economic, political, and so-
cial legacy every day.

Economically, COVID-19, 
coupled with Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, has us feel-
ing the sting of inflation the 
likes of which we haven’t seen 
since the 1980s. Everything 
everywhere is more expen-
sive, and many of us are fac-
ing difficult decisions about 
what we can and can’t live 
without.

Governments at all lev-
els are doing what they can 

(some more than others) to ease the 
burden. But with words like recession 
being bandied about, it seems we’re 
still in the darkness before the dawn.

Politically and socially, there has 
scarcely – if ever – been a time when 
Canadians were so deeply divided. 

Nowhere is this more evident than 
in Saskatchewan and Alberta, where 
the Sask. Party and UCP governments 
have drawn their respective lines in 
the sand on sovereignty and econom-
ic freedom in the face of what they be-
lieve to be federal overreach into their 
jurisdiction (namely, their ability to de-
velop their non-renewable resources as 
they see fit, regardless of any potential 
environmental consequences, but also 
to protect the livelihood of farmers).

While concerns about inflation and 
the economy, and questions about ju-
risdiction, are sure to feature promi-
nently in political discourse through 
2023, the most pressing issue as the 
calendar turns to the new year will 
be the current state and the future of 
healthcare in Canada.

If it’s nearly impossible to quantify 
how much COVID-19 cost Canada in 
dollars and cents, it’s even harder to 
measure the irreparable damage it did 
to Canada’s healthcare system.

In Saskatchewan, this damage has 
manifested as widespread, across-
the-board job vacancies in front-line 
healthcare services, ER closures and 
ballooning ER wait times, and resur-
gent surgical wait times. 

Beyond its recent mission to the Phil-
ippines to recruit healthcare workers, 
and the recruitment, retention, and 

training strategy it released in the fall, 
the Sask. Party’s other tactic has been 
to look for ways in which the private 
sector can serve as a bandage for the 
province’s crumbling and overbur-
dened healthcare system. 

Barring that, the Sask. Party – and 
all provincial governments, really – 
want the federal government to step 
up to the plate and increase its share of 
healthcare funding (a cash injection of 
approximately $40 billion, if the prov-
inces got exactly what they wished for).

In a rare showing of unity, the prov-
inces have spent the past few months 
calling for a meeting with Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau to discuss health-
care. 

The provinces renewed this call once 
again last week.

While staffing shortages are a pri-
mary concern for every province, each 
of them has a unique set of second-
ary needs to address. That’s why the 
provinces are asking for more federal 
healthcare dollars without the burden 
of strings attached.

“If it’s overly prescriptive — under-
standing there are some differing chal-
lenges when you look from Ontario to 
Quebec — it’s going to be extremely 
challenging for the provinces to access 
those dollars,” Saskatchewan Premier 

Scott Moe said.
For his part, Mr. Trudeau sees no way 

he can give the provinces the health-
care dollars they’re asking for without 
tying the dollars to a clear metric of 
improvement.

“It wouldn’t be the right thing to do to 
just throw more money at the problem 
and sit back and watch the problem 
not get fixed because we didn’t use this 
moment to say, ‘No, no, no, it’s time to 
improve the system,’” Trudeau said in a 
year-end interview with The Canadian 
Press.

Back and forth the argument has 
gone for years now, with neither party 
willing to blink or cede ground. And all 
the while, the state of Canada’s public 
healthcare system has continued to 
deteriorate. The COVID-19 pandem-
ic merely exacerbated and accelerated 
the system’s collapse.

No problem, big or small, has ever 
been remedied by pointing the finger 
and placing the blame.

As the calendar turns to 2023, it’s 
time for all parties – Mr. Trudeau in-
cluded – to come to the table with fresh 
ideas and a willingness to cooperate 
and collaborate for the benefit of all 
Canadians.

If they can do this, perhaps 2023 can 
start with light and hope.
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In 2023, healthcare fixes 
must be the top priority
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Christmas is almost here, and I 
think we’re all excited to be cele-
brating with family and friends.

Over the last few years, I be-
lieve most of us have an increased 
appreciation for what is truly im-
portant in life. 

We make the most out of every 
opportunity we have to spend 
time with those that we love.

For some of you, this will be 
your first Christmas in Saskatch-
ewan.

Whether you have arrived from 
Ukraine, Pakistan, Africa, or the 
Philippines, or somewhere else in 
the world, I want to welcome you 
to Saskatchewan.  

We are grateful that you have 
chosen to make this province 
your home and we know that you 
will make Saskatchewan stron-
ger. 

The message of Christmas gives 
us hope for a bright future - of 
new beginnings with peace and 

goodwill for all. 
Such a timeless story of God’s 

love revealed to mankind.
A child, born to a humble young 

woman. Not in a palace, but in a 
stable on the back side of an inn.

A little child wrapped up in 
swaddling clothes, who came into 
the world to lift up the downcast, 
to rejoice with those rejoicing, to 
mourn and comfort those who 
are suffering.  

Truly he taught us to love one 

another.
His law is love, and his gospel is 

peace.
And we are so fortunate in Sas-

katchewan.
We are blessed to have so much 

of what the world needs today.
But even with all the riches 

that we possess, the most pre-
cious gifts are those that can’t be 
bought in a store or wrapped and 
placed under a tree.

Our families, our friends, and 

the freedom we have to enjoy life 
together in peace.

In the weeks ahead, some of us 
will be travelling for the holidays, 
some of us will be celebrating at 
home.

Wherever you find yourself this 
holiday season, the hearts of my-
self and my wife, Krista, are with 
you and hoping the best for you 
and those that you love.

Merry Christmas Saskatche-
wan, and a very blessed New Year!
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Premier Scott Moe’s Christmas message

Hi, I’m Carla Beck, and I 
have to tell you, I love this 
time of year.

The season’s themes of 
love, peace and goodwill 
towards others are univer-

sal. 
More than that, they’re 

the values that I learned 
growing up on the farm. 
Values we still see right 
across our beautiful prov-

ince. 
We look out for our 

neighbours, reach out and 
care for the most vulnera-
ble and comfort those who 
may be sick or struggling.

Acts of kindness like 
these happen every day in 
Saskatchewan.

The holiday season is a 
reminder to all of us to keep 
these values front and cen-
tre, to share a little more 
generously, and to spread 
cheer a little more wisely. 

For me, Christmas also 
means that everyone in 
my family carves out some 
time to spend together. 

We still go down to my 
parent’s place, and every 
year, we get out for a hike 
after the turkey meal and 
get in a family skate at the 
Lang rink. 

Now between ball games, 
dance recitals, hockey and, 
of course, school and work, 
real quality time with the 
full extended family hap-
pens less often these days, 

and it’s even more pre-
cious. Because I know, not 
everyone is so lucky. 

The last couple years 
have been tough on all of 
us in many ways, and some 
of us have been hit harder 
than others. 

For some, that may mean 
not being able to afford all 
the trimmings this year, 
or the uncertainty of a lost 
job, or maybe worrying 
about how you’ll pay the 
bills next month.

Maybe there is the fear of 
illness in the family, or the 
real sadness of missing a 
loved one who is no longer 
there around the holiday 
table. 

If you’re going through a 
tough time like this, if the 
joy of the season isn’t pres-
ent in your home, I hope 

that the spirit of hope is, 
and that the love and gen-
erosity of your neighbours 
finds you, and please, don’t 
be afraid to ask for it. 

Because ultimately, hope, 
generosity, and love are 
what we’re all celebrating 
this season, and it’s what 
we should strive for… every 
day. 

So, no matter where you 
live, who is at your table, 
and regardless of your cus-
toms. Wherever you may 
be gathering and worship-
ping. Whether your tradi-
tions run deep in this prai-
rie soil or you’re planning 
your very first Saskatche-
wan holiday, on behalf of 
myself, my family, and the 
Saskatchewan New Dem-
ocrats Merry Christmas, 
and best wishes in 2023.

NDP Leader Carla Beck’s Christmas message

Hello! Tansi!
During this most wonderful time of the 

year, we focus on reaching out to fami-
ly, friends and neighbours, and caring for 
those in need. Giving back to our commu-
nities reflects the true spirit of the season. 

We may never see a more extraordinary 
example of service than that of our late 
Queen. In February, Queen Elizabeth II be-
came the first British and Canadian mon-
arch to serve seventy years as sovereign. 
In Saskatchewan, we are commemorating 
her remarkable reign with the awarding 
of Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee 
Medals. It has been my privilege to present 
many of these medals to people in recog-
nition of outstanding contributions to the 
betterment of our province. Acknowledg-
ing people who help others is one of the 
most fulfilling duties of my role as Lieu-
tenant Governor. 

I extend my sincere gratitude to every-
one who gives of their time and talents to 
enrich our communities. In Saskatchewan, 
we are rich when it comes to kind-hearted 
volunteers.

I also want to thank everyone serving in 
the Canadian Armed Forces, police, and 
fire services, first responders, health care 
professionals, educators and front-line 
workers for going beyond the call of duty. 

In addition, I am deeply grateful for the 
guidance I received from elders, knowledge 
keepers, survivors, and their families in 
the creation of the Saskatchewan Residen-
tial School Memorial. On June 21, National 
Indigenous Peoples Day, the memorial was 
dedicated on the grounds of Government 
House in Regina. We hope that it will be a 

reflective place where everyone can come to 
learn and heal. 

My wife Donna and I were pleased to host 
an event on September 30, National Day for 
Truth and Reconciliation, also known as 
Orange Shirt Day, around the Memorial 
with hundreds of school children in atten-
dance. 

Over the last few months, we have expe-
rienced a renewal of special events that had 
been postponed due to the pandemic. We 
were thrilled to present Canada Day cele-
brations at Government House for the first 
time during my term. With thousands of 
guests, we enjoyed a delightful afternoon 
filled with multicultural entertainment and 
fun for all ages.

Donna and I are also excited to invite you 
back to Government House for a New Years 
Levee. Please join us January 1 from 1-4 
p.m. to welcome in 2023 and say goodbye to 
2022 - which has been a momentous year. 

In September, as Canadians mourned the 
passing of Queen Elizabeth II, we also wel-
comed King Charles as our new monarch. 

I am happy to bring you season’s greet-
ings on behalf of His Majesty, King Charles 
the Third, King of Canada. And, on behalf 
of my family and staff, I wish you happy 
holidays. And I would like to share these 
season’s greetings with you in my first lan-
guage, which is Woodland Cree.

Nitha ikwa Donna ni-cawasimisinanak, 
nosisiminanak.

Nipakosithitinan kahkithaw
Kita mitho makosikisikanisik
ekwa kita mitho ocimikisikansik.
From my family to yours,
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Lieutenant Governor Russ 
Mirasty’s Christmas message

NEW 2022 F-150

NABER
SHELLBROOK

NABER
FORD

Family Owned & Operated

1-888-466-2237
www.naberford.ca

1.49%*
APR
O.A.C.
*Call for 
 details

FORD FINANCING UP 
TO 72 MONTHS

Christmas Eve Services
Canwood Pentecostal Church, 
   Canwood 3:00 pm
St. John’s Lutheran Church,
   Shellbrook 7:00 pm  
St. Andrew’s Anglican Church,
   Shellbrook 9:00 pm  
Shellbrook Pentecostal Assembly, 
   Shellbrook 7:00 pm 
First United Church,
   Big River 5:00 pm
St. Agatha’s Roman Catholic Church,
   Shellbrook 7:00 pm
St. Henry’s Roman Catholic Church,
   Leask 7:00 pm

Joy to the World ... The Lord has come!



For the first time in more 
than a decade, the Blaine Lake 
Arena will be home to senior 
hockey action, as the Redber-
ry Raiders are set to take the 
ice throughout the 2022-2023 
hockey season.

The Raiders are new mem-
bers to the Saskatchewan 
Prairie Hockey League, which 
was also once home to the 
Shellbrook Silvertips and the 
Spiritwood Timberwolves (the 
former has moved to the Twin 
Rivers Hockey League, while 
the latter is taking the season 
off).

After racking up four road 
losses over the course of their 
first four games, the Raiders 
turned their inaugural home 
openers, played Saturday and 
Sunday, into a weekend long 

event. 
Saturday’s official home 

opener, against the Radisson 
Wheatkings, featured a guar-
anteed $1,000 50/50 spon-
sored by Shewchuk Seeds. 
Meanwhile, Sunday’s game, 
against the Meota Combines, 
had a guaranteed $500 50/50 
sponsored by Clayton Air Ser-
vice.

Raiders (1) vs Kings (4)
Playing their home open-

er against the second place 
Radisson Wheatkings, the 
fledgling Redberry Raiders 
had the odds stacked against 
them from the beginning, 
having tallied 3 goals for 
compared to 32 goals against 
through their first four games 
of the regular season.

In the end, the fact that the 

Raiders lost by a relatively 
small margin of 4-1, and the 
fact that they got to play on 
home ice, in front of a support-
ive hometown crowd, were 
small victories in their own 
right.

On the Raiders’ scorecard, 
Louis Gardiner scored the 
team’s lone goal, while Ryan 
Smith had the only assist on 
the evening.

On the Wheatkings’ score-
card, it was a good night for 
Dustin Bezugly, who earned 
himself a hat trick. Dana Der-
bowka also scored a goal. In 
the assists column, Hayden 
Sabadash had two, and Carter 
Amson, Chad Bernier, Brian 
Clark, and Ryan Rothenburger 
had one apiece.
Raiders (3) vs Combines (10)

In a night that yielded their 
highest single-game goal count 
of the season so far, the Raid-
ers just didn’t have the offen-
sive firepower to keep up with 
the Meota Combines during 
Sunday evening’s game. Al-
ways top contenders in the 
Saskatchewan Prairie Hockey 
League, the Combines skated 
away with a big 10-3 win.

Patrick Gauthier and Si-
mon Gentes led the offensive 
charge for the Raiders, scoring 
a goal and an assist each, while 
Adam Horner netted himself a 
goal. Matthew Dagenais and 
Louis Gardiner both had as-
sists on the evening.

On the Combines’ score-
sheet, Brody Tatchell had the 
hockey equivalent of a tri-
ple-triple with three goals and 

three assists, and Myles Bap-
tiste also notched a hat trick. 
Kyle Gregoire was also in the 
mix with one goal and two 
assists, Gavin Nolin and Ty 
Steacy both tallied a goal and 
an assist, and Dakota Tootoo-
sis rounded out the goals with 
one. As for assists, Jake Mc-
Millen earned two, while Bo 
Gervais, Jarrod Loranger, and 
Derek Welford had one helper 
apiece.

With the pair of losses, the 
Redberry Raiders sit at 0-6 
on the season, and find them-
selves in last place in the 
league standings.

Their next home action will 
see them take the ice at the 
Hafford and District Commu-
niplex against the Neilburg 
Monarchs on Dec. 30.
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Redberry Raiders bring senior hockey to Blaine Lake

Crafters’ Choice has begun again at Canwood’s Wapiti Library Branch. On 
Tuesday, Dec. 13 (the second Tuesday of the month), at 10 a.m., Lorean Nichol 
led crafters in a new creative adventure using DIAMOND DOTZ. Guiding us 
with instructions, she brought Christmas gift tag and Christmas card kits, 
dry glue pads, craft trays, pre-sorted acrylic “diamonds”, and even glittering 
gold-coloured tie-on string. Two hours passed quickly, with attendees taking 
home completed gift tags, a Christmas card, and, of course, a library book to 
read, plus an inspiration to try the craft again.

 

Hon. Scott Moe, Premier
MLA for Rosthern-Shellbrook

scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

Hon. Jeremy Harrison
MLA for Meadow Lake

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

Wishing you a 
Merry Christmas and safe 
and happy holiday season.

22124DA0 Crafters’ Choice returns to 
Canwood Library



A Hafford man first re-
ported missing by the 
Blaine Lake RCMP on 
Thursday, Dec. 15, was 
found dead later that eve-
ning.

In a press release issued 
Thursday morning, po-
lice said Dayle Keen, 41, 
had last been seen in the 
early evening on Sunday, 
Dec. 11, at a rural property 
north of Hafford. Accord-
ing to reports, he had plans 
to drive to Saskatoon and 
was scheduled to arrive on 
Monday, Dec. 12, but didn’t 
show. 

The Blaine Lake RCMP 
engaged Saskatchewan 
RCMP police dog services, 
Saskatchewan’s civil air 
search and rescue associ-
ation, and RCMP search 
and rescue to assist with 
the search efforts, and po-
lice began checking areas 
Keen was known to fre-

quent.
At 5:45 p.m. the Blaine 

Lake RCMP issued an up-
date saying that Keen’s 
body had been located, 
and next of kin had been 
informed of his death. Po-
lice didn’t say where Keen’s 

body was discovered.
Police continue to inves-

tigate Keen’s death in con-
junction with Saskatche-
wan’s Coroners Service. 
Preliminary investigations 
suggest no foul play was 
involved.

Recently I was perus-
ing some online agricul-
ture media sites just to 
keep up a little more with 
the issues of the day, and 
one headline popped out 
and made me smile; ‘Beef 
breeding must aim for 
profitability.’

The reason for the 
smile was twofold. First, 
it’s hard to imagine any-
one who has managed to 
survive in the often vola-
tile beef sector who hasn’t 
long ago realized you 
have to work to try and 
make at least a few dol-
lars at the end of the year.

And, secondly, in my 

30-plus years of writing 
about agriculture, the 
idea of reinforcing the 
idea of profitability is far 
from new and is in fact an 
oft revisited theme.

The reason is actual-
ly not so hard to under-
stand. We — and in this I 
would suggest business in 
general, not just farming 
— can easily be seduced 
by big number revenues, 
equating a hefty cheque 
with profitability.

It is actually quite un-
derstandable, given how 
society in general always 
seems focused on mak-
ing more dollars without 

factoring in the costs as-
sociated with achieving 
a higher cheque at day’s 
end.

In farming, it is also 
very much a reality tied 
to the goal of higher pro-
duction, and equating 

that higher production 
with profit. If an acre of 
land produces 10 more 
bushels of a crop it seems 
obvious it is more profit-
able. If a calf weans at 50 
pounds heavier, profits 
have to be higher.

Of course, neither the 
additional bushels, nor 
the added pounds, are 
necessarily profitable 
production.

There are costs to pro-
duction – fertilizer, la-
bour, fuel, crop produc-
tion products in the case 
of crops – and those need 
to be factored against the 
production.

One can easily imagine 
upping input costs and 
not getting enough of a 
profit boost not offsetting 
the added input invest-
ment costs.

However, ‘the system’ 
of agriculture largely 
pushes the idea of maxi-
mizing production as the 
measure of success. It 
might sound good at the 
coffee shop to brag about 
big bushel crops, but the 
real measure of farm 
success has to be those 
bushels generating a net 
profit.

At present, achieving 
profits for crops is not 

as challenging, given the 
high returns possible 
from strong markets.

The cattle sector is dif-
ferent right now, with 
higher feed costs and 
much tighter margins to 
work with, so controlling 
costs to give the opera-
tion a better chance at 
being profitable is a must.

Of course, if a sharper 
expenses pencil can help 
profitability in a tighter 
price market, it should be 
a useful and much used 
tool at all times, as net 
income would seem the 
most important number 
in a business ledger.
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More production doesn’t mean more profit

Dayle Keen.

AgricultureAgriculture

Calvin

Daniels

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

The National Farmers Union (NFU) 
stands in solidarity with migrants liv-
ing, working, and studying in Canada 
on this International Migrants Day 
(Dec. 18).  Over the past year, the NFU 
has reiterated and supported migrant 
agricultural workers’ demands for open 
work permits, permanent and full im-
migration status upon arrival, and for 
equitable, safe, dignified and just work-
ing conditions.  We will continue our 
advocacy until the labour and human 
rights of these essential workers, whose 
skills are so necessary to the mainte-
nance of our food system, are fully re-
spected. 

There may be half a million undoc-
umented people in Canada. Undocu-
mented workers employed on farms 
across Canada, like other temporary 
and seasonal migrant workers, do not 
have the same labour rights as resident 
Canadian workers. They are particu-
larly at risk of exploitation and often 
fearful of reporting the abuses they 
experience. Many do not seek medical 
and other basic services to avoid being 
flagged by immigration authorities.

At the November 2022 National Con-
vention of the NFU, members unani-
mously passed a resolution moved by 
resident Canadian farm workers to sup-

port migrant-led movements’ campaign 
for full and permanent immigration sta-
tus for all migrants, including undocu-
mented people.  

The momentum of this campaign is 
building!  In response to years of migrant 
organizing, Prime Minister Trudeau in-
structed the Minister of Immigration to 
explore ways of regularizing status for 
undocumented workers and other mi-
grants in his mandate letter. 

We know that migrant agricultural 

workers play a key role in our food sys-
tems, and we believe that they need bet-
ter working conditions and the oppor-
tunity to become full and permanent 
residents in our communities. The de-
tails of the government’s regularization 
program are currently being debated in 
a cabinet sub-committee and will soon 
be sent to the whole of cabinet.  Now is 
the time to push for equality for all mi-
grants, including undocumented farm-
workers!

NFU calls for full, permanent status for all migrants

Shellbrook Chronicle 
  & Spiritwood Herald
Shellbrook Chronicle 
  & Spiritwood Herald

NOTICE
TO OUR READERS

Please take only as many 
newspapers from our newspaper 

bins as need to be read.

If you’re looking for newsprint paper, 
please contact us and we can 

arrange a bundle(s) of recycled paper 
for your use at no charge.

Contact us at 306-747-2442.

Thank you for your understanding.

Missing Hafford man 
found dead



After weeks of rehearsing, students 
from Shellbrook Elementary school made 
everyone feel merry and bright on Thurs-
day, Dec. 15, when they put on matinée 
and evening performances of their annual 
Christmas Concert at a packed Shellbrook 
Theatre.

For the students, and the teachers and 
staff who prepared them for the big show, 
Thursday’s performances marked a long 
overdue return to holiday season normal-
cy, after COVID-19 public health measures 
forced the cancellation of the school’s 
Christmas concerts in 2020 and 2021 (last 
year, each class performed a Christmas 
song or skit, which was filmed, compiled, 
and sent out to parents).

Where previous years have seen the 
school put on a large-scale theatrical pro-
duction (either a comedy or a play focused 
on the religious origins of Christmas) 
interspersed with musical interludes by 
each class, this year’s Christmas concert 

brought a change of pace. 
Instead of an overarching production, 

each class presented one or two numbers, 
mixing songs, short skits, and poems.

With MCs Ayden Brad, Ada Peake, Mad-
isyn Verbonac, and Bohdan Dunay to keep 
things moving along, the show kicked off 
with the Kindergarten class, led by Mrs. 
Nicole Senger and Mrs. Ashley Jewitt, who 
recited a welcome poem and sang “Jingle 
Bells.” Once they’d finished the song once, 
the whole school joined them in singing.

Up next, Miss Hannah Nicholson and 
Miss Jennifer Kokotailo’s Grade 2/3 split 
staged Reindeer Names, a skit that pro-
vided humorous origins for the names of 
Santa’s famous reindeer. Fittingly, they 
concluded their performance with their 
rendition of “Rudolph the Red Nosed Rein-
deer”.

Miss Kaelee Saam’s Grade 1 class kept 
things musical, singing “All I Want for 
Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth” and 

“Reindeer Hokey Pokey”, then Ms. Cheryl 
Ledding’s Grade 4 students recited Dr. Se-
uss’ classic “How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas”.

As the show continued, Mrs. Melissa 
Chretien’s Grade 1 class recited the poem 
A Chubby Little Snowman, before singing 

“Frosty the Snowman,” and Mrs. Tammy 
Jewitt and Miss Hannah Reed’s Grade 2 
students performed The Littlest Christ-
mas Tree, a skit about a little Christmas 
tree that wants nothing more than to find 
a home for Christmas.

Continued on page 9
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Shellbrook Elementary hosts Christmas concert

Shellbrook Elementary School’s Kindergarten class provides a warm wel-
come with a spirited rendition of “Jingle Bells”.

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 1:30 p.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SUNDAY

Spiritwood - 11:15 a.m.
Leoville - 9:30 a.m.

Shell Lake - 2:00 p.m.
SATURDAY

Medstead - 6 p.m. 
Everyone Welcome

Fr. Ramel Macapala 
-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

-----------------------

LAKELAND 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 4th 

St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 11:00 am

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 1st Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
3rd Sunday - 10 am 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------
MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407 - 2nd Ave .E, 

Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 am - 

Sabbath School
Sat., 11:00 am - Worship

Broadcast on 
VOAR 92.1 FM

Pastor Liviu Tilihoi
306-747-3398

-----------------------
BELBUTTE FULL 

GOSPEL
   11 am  Worship Service

-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

Praise & WorshiP
Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
St. John’s - Shellbrook

Sunday School, 
Live-stream worship 
service on Facebook, 

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Pastor David Bodvarson

306-747-7235
Canwood

Summer: 10 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Bob Wrench

306-468-2138
Leask Gospel Tabernacle

Sunday 11 a.m.
306-466-2296

------------------------
PRESBYTERIAN

Mistawasis
Sunday worship

11:00 a.m.
Rev. Katherine Bretzlaff

------------------------

IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN

Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship 
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 a.m.
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service

Canwood - Christ Church
Sunday, 2 p.m. - Service

Rev. Wendell Brock
306-460-7696

H.C. Service with Rev. 
Brock - 1st Sunday of the 

month  
------------------------

MENNONITE 
BRETHREN CHURCH

Blaine Lake Gospel Chapel 
109 Railway Ave. W.

Blaine Lake
306-497-3316

Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 
Worship

------------------------
EVANGELICAL FREE

Big River
11:00 a.m. - Worship

Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.
Summer: 10:30 a.m. - 12

306-469-2258
Youth Nite: Fridays

Mont Nebo
Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June – August)

306-468-2525
------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

10 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Mariusz Zajac

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Mariusz Zajac 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
Mistawasis

1st & 3rd Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Tuan Doan

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398

Praise & WorshiP

The Grade 2/3 split staged Reindeer Names, a skit about the origins of Santa’s 
reindeer. Pictured: Comet is a real cleaning enthusiast.

The Grade 1 students showed off their moves during the Reindeer Hokey Pokey.



Continued from 8
Mrs. Janelle Verbonac’s 

Grade 3 class was up next, re-
citing the ABCs of Christmas 
and jamming out to Jingle 
Bell Rock. Then, Mrs. Kalli 
Pederson’s Grade 4/5 split 
sang Christmas Wish and 
performed a short skit called 
Christmas Stuff, in which a 
group of seniors (who have just 
seen Shellbrook Elementary 
School’s Christmas Concert) 
reminisce about holidays past.

The show concluded with the 
whole school uniting to sing 
“We Wish You a Merry Christ-
mas” to the audience.

As with each year, the per-
formance was made possible 
through the efforts of staff, 
students, the school’s SCC, 
and many other volunteers. 
The costs of the production, 
including theatre rental, cos-
tumes, and other costs, are 
covered by a silver collection.
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Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 9 am - 5 pm; Wednesday 9 am - 5 
pm; Friday 9 am - 5 pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm; Thursday 10 am - 3 pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 12:30 pm - 4 pm; Wednesday 12:30 
pm - 4 pm
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11 am - 6 pm; Friday 11 am - 5 pm; Satur-
day 10 am - 4 pm. Contact us for more info 306-497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11:30 am - 4:30 pm; Thursday 11:30 am - 
4:30 pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Tuesday 10 am - 4 pm; 
Thursday 10 am - 4 pm; Friday 12 pm - 5 pm. Kids Club is Fridays 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm, 
Crafter’s Choice is the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month.
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10 am - 3 pm; Wednesday 3 pm - 7 pm.  
Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 10:30 am - 4:30 pm; 
Wednesday 3 pm - 7pm; Friday 10:30 am - 4:30 pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 2 pm - 7 pm; Thursday 2 pm - 8 pm; Saturday 
9 am - 2 pm. For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway Ave., 
West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2 pm - 6 pm; Tuesday 12 pm - 8 pm; 
Wednesday 2 pm - 8 pm; Thursday 12 pm - 6 pm; Friday 9 am - 4 pm. 

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

The Grade 4 class performed How the Grinch Stole Christmas. Pictured: 
The Grinch makes her dastardly plans.

The Grade 1 class sings 
its version of “Frosty 
the Snowman.”

A family cuts down its Christmas Tree during the 
Grade 2 performance of The Littlest Christmas 
Tree.

The Grade 3 class finished “Jingle Bell Rock” in 
style. 

The Grade 4/5 class staged Christmas Stuff, a skit 
in which local seniors reminisce about Christmas.

“Have you considered giving a Gift Subscription to someone?”

Phone 306-747-2442
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
or email: accounting@sbchron.com

YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION 
IS COMING DUE!
80.00 + 4.00 GST = 

84.00/year

NOTICE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS
The Shellbrook Chronicle

and

The Spiritwood Herald

Buying? 
Selling? 

Classifieds
Work!

306-747-2442



The Shellbrook Silvertips 
closed out the 2022 leg of their 
2022-2023 regular season 
campaign by playing host to 
the Rosthern Wheatkings at 
the Richardson Pioneer Rec-
reation Centre on Friday, Dec. 
16.

While the Wheatkings are 
riding high in the standings 
at 8-3, thanks to Twin Rivers 
Hockey League-leading scor-
ers Aaron Greyeyes (first, with 
34 points in 11 games) and 
Jordan Greyeyes (third, with 
26 points in 11 games), the Sil-
vertips have struggled to find 
their way this season.

This continued in the open-
ing 10 minutes of Friday 
night’s game with the Wheat-
kings, as both teams struggled 
to find their footing. This led 
to 10 minutes of slow-paced, 
sloppy hockey that saw the Sil-
vertips fire just one shot on the 
Wheatkings’ goal. The Wheat-
kings, meanwhile, tallied just 
a few scoring chances, even 
with the help of an undeserved 
power play.

As the period wore on, it 
was the Tips who settled into 
a rhythm and got a few scoring 

chances of their own (though, 
they still missed the net as 
often as they hit it). They also 
looked good on their first and 
only power play of the peri-
od, even if they didn’t find the 
back of the net.

The Wheatkings, however, 
made no mistakes when they 
were given another power play 
late in the period, as Brayden 
Anderson buried a rebound in 
a wide-open Tips goal. Dylan 
Baer and Aaron Greyeyes as-
sisted on the goal.

The Wheatkings nearly 
made it 2-0 just moments lat-
er, but the Tips held on for dear 
life to end the period down by 
just one.

When the teams took the 
ice for the second period, 
it was the Tips who looked 
dangerous. After trapping 
the Wheatkings in their own 
end, and dinging one off the 
post, the Tips’ Shayden Smith 
tucked home a rebound to tie 
the score at 1-1. Brendon and 
Dorin Canaday earned assists 
on the goal.

As tempers began to flare on 
the ice, and the Tips’ power 
play failed to score again, the 

Wheatkings took control of 
the game, and reclaimed the 
lead on a weak floater from the 
point. Paul Ayres netted the 
goal, with helpers from Brett 
Weiman and Anderson.

The Wheatkings struck 
again only 40 seconds later, 
when Aaron Greyeyes found 
the top shelf with a beautiful 
wrist shot, thanks to assists 
from Liam Tittle and Devan 
Thiessen.

After being thoroughly dom-
inated for much of the second 
period, the Tips finally fought 
their way back into the game 
on a full-ice rush and a beau-
tiful setup for Braidon Turner, 
who made no mistakes with 
the puck. Shayden Smith and 
Brendon Beaulac assisted on 
the goal.

The Tips carried this mo-
mentum into the third period, 
applying early pressure before 
Ashton Miller found the back 
of the net on a sniper shot off 
an offensive zone faceoff. Dal-
las Galloway earned the only 
assist on the goal.

With the game knotted at 
3-3, the Tips seemed to lose 
their competitive edge, allow-

ing the Wheatkings to reclaim 
control of the game and rack 
up the scoring chances. Af-
ter many close calls, Brayden 
Anderson scored his second 
of the night on a sharp-angled 
slap shot. Ryley Hawkeswood 
assisted on the goal.

With time winding down 
in the third period, the Tips 
pulled their goaltender in 
hopes of tying the game up and 
forcing overtime. Instead, they 
surrendered a pair of empty 
netters to give the Wheatkings 

a 6-3 victory.
Aaron Greyeyes scored the 

first, on an assist from Tittle, 
while Brett Weiman scored the 
second, short-handed and un-
assisted.

With the loss, the Tips fell 
to 1-9 season, and are tied for 
last place in the Twin Rivers 
Hockey League’s West Divi-
sion. When they return to ac-
tion after the holiday season, 
they’ll be in for a rematch with 
the Wheatkings in Rosthern 
on Jan. 7.
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Silvertips end 2022 with another loss

Silvertips forward Shayden Smith battles for a loose puck in 
front of the Rosthern Wheatkings’ goal.

Sask. Health Human Resources plan seeing progress
Saskatchewan continues to see steady, progressive re-

sults on its ambitious Health Human Resources (HHR) 
Action Plan to recruit, train, incentivize, and retain 
health care professionals, the province says.

As of Monday, a total of 161 job offers had been made 
to Filipino health care workers to join Saskatchewan’s 
healthcare system: 138 registered nurses, 21 continuing 
care assistants (CCAs), and two medical lab assistants. 
One CCA from the Philippines has already started work-

ing in Moose Jaw.
Saskatchewan’s targeted health care recruitment 

mission to the Philippines, led by Health Minister Paul 
Merriman, returned home with successful results. Con-
ditional employment offers were made by the Saskatche-
wan Health Authority (SHA) to 129 qualified candidates 
from in-person interviews. This includes 128 registered 
nurses and one CCA. Additional job interviews have been 
conducted virtually with Filipino registered nurses with 
another 10 conditional offers being extended. 

“Our government is committed to strengthening and 
building a more robust healthcare workforce in Saskatch-
ewan, and it’s critical that we work closely with our part-
ners here in Saskatchewan and overseas to ensure prog-
ress continues,” Merriman said in a statement. “I look 
forward to seeing more of our ambitious plans followed 
up with actions in the New Year.”  

Progress also continues in implementing new full-time 
positions and enhancing vacant part-time positions to 
full-time in nine high-priority classifications in rural 
and remote locations experiencing service disruptions. 
Through this initiative, the SHA has hired 84 positions. 
As of Dec. 9, 24 more positions were in the hiring process 
and 55 were posted. Approximately 75 per cent of these 
positions have been filled by casual, temporary, or part-
time staff. 

To provide more opportunities for health care pro-
fessionals, eligibility has recently been expanded for 
the Saskatchewan Rural and Remote Recruitment In-
centive, which offers up to $50,000 for a three-year re-
turn-in-service agreement. This incentive is available to 
new employees in nine high priority positions in rural 
and remote areas, including SHA employees who have 
completed an education program in one of these priority 
classifications. 

“Our plan is delivering on what we have been hearing 
from front-line health care workers,” Minister of Rural 
and Remote Health Everett Hindley said in a statement. 
“They wanted to see more permanent jobs, and more full-
time work, and we are seeing progress in many centres 
across Saskatchewan by bolstering resources. I’m pleased 
our Rural and Remote Incentive is generating a lot of in-
terest, and I look forward to more progress in this area.” 

As of late November, the Ministry of Health had re-
ceived over 600 applications from internationally educat-

ed healthcare workers within Saskatchewan and Canada. 
Options are being considered for bridging and education-
al programs for these candidates.

To improve job offers and connections for Saskatche-
wan nursing graduates, the SHA recently launched a new 
Grad Nurse Expression of Interest initiative that matches 
graduates with an area based on skills and preferences. 
All Saskatchewan nursing students received this commu-
nication from the SHA through their respective colleges 
and/or through in-person recruitment events. So far, 52 
students have submitted their expression of interest and 
22 have accepted conditional offers. The SHA is currently 
following up with the remaining applicants to extend fur-
ther conditional offers.

Further work continues under each of the four pillars of 
the province’s action plan. 

Under the Recruit pillar, health system navigators have 
been made available to support all international health-
care workers seeking healthcare career opportunities, 
and the SHA has participated in several job fairs to pro-
vide information to newcomers interested in careers in 
the provincial health system. 

As for the Train pillar, the SHA and the Assiniboia 
Union Hospital have announced a partnership to offer a 
33-week, full-time Continuing Care Assistant program 
starting in March 2023, and funding has been provided 
to SIIT to provide an additional 20 seats in a Health Care 
Aid program in Prince Albert

Under Incentivize, Melfort was added to the list of eligi-
ble communities for the Rural and Remote Recruitment 
Incentive, and the Ministry of Health approved 121 Final 
Clinical Placement Bursaries for students in an eligible 
health discipline.

Finally, in work on the Retain pillar, the Ministry of 
Health has hosted engagement sessions with a number of 
First Nations/Métis healthcare workers. Additional ses-
sions are scheduled for January. 

Announced in September, Saskatchewan’s Health Hu-
man Resources Action Plan will see the government in-
vest over $60 million in healthcare and add more than 
1,000 health professionals to the health system over the 
next few years. Details on health care opportunities, 
how to access them, and more information on province’s 
Health Human Resources Action Plan are available at: 
saskatchewan.ca/HHR.

Cadieu wins Spiritwood 
Library raffle basket

A Cozy Night In was the theme of this year’s Spir-
itwood Library basket raffle fundraiser, which 
featured goodies and gifts donated by Spiritwood 
Flowers & More, Martodam Family Retail, Good 
Health Pharmacy, Hujber’s Market on Main, Do-
nell Wingerter, Spiritwood Home Hardware 
Building Centre, the Spiritwood Library, and li-
brarian Heather Gatzke. Bonnie Cadieu was the 
lucky winner of the basket.



The pick of the litter, 
the best of the best, the 
most humorous quotes, 
notes, quips and anec-
dotes from the first six 
months of 2022 (the last 
six months will appear 
Jan. 5, 2023):

• Dwight Perry of the 
Seattle Times: “Seattle 
experienced its wettest 
fall in history, with 19 
inches of rain between 
September and Novem-
ber. It got so bad, the Se-
ahawks practiced swim-
ming for a first down.”

• Comedy writer Alex 
Kaseberg, via Twitter, on 
the 6.2 earthquake hit 
off the Northern Califor-
nia coast: “To give you an 
idea how strong that is, 
a 6.2 earthquake could 
shake a New York Jet 
into the end zone.”

• Vic Tafur of the Ath-
letic, on the Falcons’ 
quarterback: “Matt Ryan 
has somehow led the Fal-
cons to seven wins this 
season, but he is slower 
than Heinz ketchup.”

• Gene Collier of the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 
on an overused hockey 
phrase: “Cycling Down 
Low . . . sounds like a 
problem in the lower di-
gestive tract. You wanna 
go out? No, I just had 
some chalupas and I’m, 
uh, Cycling Down Low.”

• Blogger Patti Dawn 
Swansson: “The Ameri-
can Kennel Club has add-
ed two dogs to its roster. 
You know, kind of like 
what the Edmonton Oil-
ers have been doing with 
their defence every year 
for the past 15 seasons.”

• Alex Kaseberg again: 
“The Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers have officially cut 
Antonio Brown. He was 
released and not put on 
waivers because even 
waivers did not want 
anything to do with him.”

• Scott Ostler of the San 
Francisco Chronicle, on 
MLB’s need for robotic 
umpires to call balls and 
strikes: “Human umps 
were fine in the old days. 
So were phone booths 
and stage coaches.”

• Greg Cote of the Mi-
ami Herald, on the firing 
of Dolphins’ coach Brian 
Flores after two winning 
seasons: “Team owner 
Stephen Ross might as 
well have bought a bill-
board alongside Inter-
state 95 that depicts him 
wearing a big red Bozo 

nose and the word ‘IN-
COMPETENT’ stamped 
across his forehead.”

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “At the Aus-
tralian Open it’s been 
serve, volley, serve, vol-
ley, serve and volley. And 
that was just the Novak 
Djokovic COVID depor-
tation case.”

• Bob Molinaro of pilo-
tonline.com (Hampton, 
Va.): “Sitting in front of 
my TV the other night, 
I witnessed the basket-
ball equivalent of a solar 
eclipse — an NBA player 
called for travelling.”

• Headline at the on-
ion.com: “Lakers fans 
frustrated with volatile 
hot dog prices in Crypto.
Com Arena”

• Hall of Fame line-
backer Dick Butkus, who 
recently joined Twitter: 
“Fantasy football is what 
guys played after I hit 
them.”

• Janice Hough of left-
coastsportsbabe.com, on 
diva WR Antonio Brown 
still drawing NFL inter-
est, apparently this time 
from Ravens QB Lamar 
Jackson: “It’s all part of 
the league’s strict super-
star policy: ‘17 strikes 
and you’re out.’ ”

• Another one from 
Patti Dawn Swansson, 
on effort, or lack thereof, 
of Jets’ Mark Scheifele: 
“Too often Scheifele plays 
with the get-up-and-go 
of a guy sitting in an ice 
fishing hut at Lockport.”

• Jack Finarelli of 
sportscurmudgeon.com, 
on the new Command-
ers nickname: “It was 
nice touch for the team 
to name itself after Presi-
dent Biden’s dog.”

• Bob Molinaro again: 
“Cross country skiing 
isn’t a sport; it’s how 
Scandinavians go shop-
ping.”

• Another one from 
RJ Currie, on the NCAA 
approving unlimited 
snacks for athletes: “Or 
as they call it in the CFL, 
playoff bonuses.”

• Surfer Kelly Slater, 
50, to AP, not worried 
about any retirement 
plans: “Everyone who 
retires from surfing just 
goes surfing more.”

• Another one from RJ 
Currie: “At the Waste 
Management Open, Har-
ry Higgs lifted up his 
shirt after a two-putt par 
to get a reaction from the 

crowd. Which showed 
us, among other things, 
that Higgs needs better 
waist management.”

• Comedy writer Marc 
Ragovin, on the Russian 
figure skater claiming 
she must have inadver-
tently taken her grandfa-
ther’s heart medication: 
“No wonder her long pro-
gram consisted of skat-
ing in circles with her 
turn signal on.”

• Dwight Perry again: 
“A  cargo ship packed 
with luxury cars caught 
fire and was aimlessly 
adrift in the middle of 
the Atlantic Ocean. Sort 
of the nautical equivalent 
of the L.A. Lakers.”

• Alex Kaseberg: “The 
NFL became the first 
sports league to drop 
COVID protocols. There 
were never any protocols 
on the New York Jets’ 
wide receivers because 
they can’t catch any-
thing.”

• Dwight Perry: “Fal-
cons receiver Calvin Rid-
ley has been suspended 
for the 2022 season for 
betting on NFL games. 
Evidently he didn’t get 
the express written con-
sent of the NFL’s official 
betting partners, Cae-
sars, DraftKings and 
FanDuel.”

• Headline at fark.com: 

“Russell Wilson suc-
cumbs to thin Colorado 
air in record time, says 
he hopes to ‘win three, 
four more Super Bowls’ 
for the Broncos.”

• Winnipeg Jets fan 
North End Rick, on Twit-
ter, following the Jets’ 
5-2 home-ice loss to Ot-
tawa: “My dog got neu-
tered today. I watched 
the entirety of that Jets/
Senators game. It’s de-
batable, but my dog may 
have had a better day.”

• Nick Canepa of The 
San Diego Union-Tri-
bune, on the Browns 
giving QB Deshaun Wat-
son the thumbs-up de-
spite 22 sexual-assault 
charges against him: 
“Seems Deshaun’s bag-
gage got lost on its way to 
Cleveland.”

• Alex Kaseberg again, 
on word that Tiger 
Woods was planning 
to playing the Masters: 
“One word of advice, Ti-
ger: Uber.”

• Patti Dawn Swans-
son, on Twitter, after an 
animal-rights activist 
tried to glue herself to 
the floor during an NBA 
play-in game in Minne-
apolis: “So, for those of 
you who’ve been wonder-
ing all these years, now 
you know why they call it 
Crazy Glue.”

• Tigers slugger Miguel 
Cabrera, on nearly reach-
ing 3,000 hits in a game 
against the Yankees: “A 
scout from the Yankees 
told me, ‘If you make it, 
it’s going to be as a pitch-
er.’ He got fired.”

• Headline at fark.com: 
“NFL finds it is impossi-
ble to tell if the Cleveland 
Browns are tanking on 
purpose or if they are 
simply just being the 
Cleveland Browns.”

• Golf writer Eamon 
Lynch, on the upstart 
LIV Golf Tour: “Finally, 
a reason to root for the 
Saudis — they’ll take 
Sergio Garcia.”

• Comedy guy Steve 
Burgess of Vancouver, 
on goal announcements 
in the NHL playoffs: 
“Home team goals are 
announced like the dis-
covery of insulin, and 
visiting team goals like 
the disclaimers at the 
end of anti-depressant 
commercials.”

• Alex Kaseberg again: 
“The New York Post re-
ported Fox Sports will 
pay Tom Brady $375 
mil over 10 years to be 
a broadcaster. Maybe 
this will be the break 
that finally turns things 
around for poor Tom 
Brady.”

• Another one from 
Dwight Perry: “Viking 
QB Kirk Cousins’ career 
record as an NFL start-
er is 59-59-2. Shouldn’t 
that make him the Min-
neapolis .500?”

• Dwight Perry again: 
“Kiara Thomas was ar-
rested and charged with 
assault in Laurel, Mis-
sissippi, for punching 
an umpire at a 12-year-
old girls softball game, 
WLBT-TV reported. The 
capper? In her mugshot, 
Thomas rocks a ‘Mother 
of the Year’ T-shirt.”

• Headline at TheBea-
verton.com: “Sportsnet 
apologizes for interrupt-
ing gambling commer-
cial with hockey.”

• Columnist Norman 
Chad, on Twitter: “Was 
in a Philadelphia su-
permarket on Saturday.
Bumped into Joel Embi-
id in the produce aisle. 
Store manager called it a 
Flagrant 1 and awarded 

Embiid two free avoca-
dos.”

• Another Dwight Per-
ry offering: “Border-hug-
ging Aroostook Valley 
Country Club is a golf 
anomaly, with its park-
ing lot and pro shop in 
the U.S. (Maine) and its 
course and clubhouse 
in Canada (New Bruns-
wick). Wouldn’t that 
make it a two-country 
club?”

• Alex Kaseberg again: 
“Aaron Rodgers’s new 
girlfriend identifies 
as a witch named Blu 
of Earth.  Has anyone 
checked to see if Rodg-
ers’s man bun is tied way 
too tight?”

• Dwight Perry: “A bad 
hop in a Happy Valley 
softball game in Encino, 
California, sent singer 
Nick Jonas to the emer-
gency room. Where did it 
hit him? Let’s just say he 
suddenly went from the 
Jonas Brothers to The 
Sopranos.”

• Steve Simmons of 
SunMedia: “The Maple 
Leafs didn’t fire the pres-
ident, the general man-
ager, or the head coach 
after another first-round 
defeat but they did fire 
their goaltending in-
structor, Steve Briere. 
Which is a lot like blam-
ing the first base coach 
for a bad baseball sea-
son.”

• Wrapping up with 
RJ Currie of sportsde-
ke.com: “The governing 
body for bobsleigh has 
approved teams of four 
being mixed-gender. It’s 
believed most sleds will 
have one female pilot 
with three men telling 
her how to drive.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca
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2022’s best of the best – January to June

SportSSportS

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

SHOP LOCAL.
SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that support your 

local newspaper.
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In loving memory of 
Leon Andrew Joseph 
Gagne who was born Feb-
ruary 16, 1945, in Meadow 
Lake, SK and passed away 
November 20, 2022, in 
Canwood, SK at the age of 
77 years.

Leon is lovingly 
remembered by: his 
wife: Laurelle Gagne 
(née Poore), his children, 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren: Michelle 
(Jackson) Wells of Rocky 

Mountain House, AB, 
Amanda (Shane) Girard 
- Chase, Cayson, Brielle, 
Julie Rose, Darian Rodtka, 
Dustin Rodtka, Pauline 
Gagne of Spiritwood, SK, 
Conrad Gagne (Jackie 
Villeneuve) of North 
Battleford, SK, Kearstin 
(Cal) Aube, Damien 
Gagne, his siblings: Diane 
Greenard of Saskatoon, 
SK, Adele (Jim) Horn 
of Saskatoon, SK, Rita 
Goertzen of Saskatoon, 

SK also numerous nieces, 
nephews, other relatives, 
and friends.

He was predeceased 
by his parents: Emile 
and Noelie Gagne, his 
sister: Agnes LaFreniere, 
his brothers-in-law: 
Leo LaFreniere, Ivan 
Goertzen, his nephews: 
Dallas LaFreniere, Keith 
Greenard and his niece: 
Trina Genest (née Horn).

A Funeral Mass was held 
Saturday, November 26, 

2022, at 1:00 pm, at Sa-
cred Heart Roman Cath-
olic Church, Spiritwood, 
SK with Father Ramel 
Macapala as Celebrant. 
Members of the Knights of 
Columbus formed an Hon-
or guard, Honorary pall-
bearers are considered “All 
those who shared in Leon’s 
life”. Active pallbearers 
were Keegan Story, Conrad 
Gagne, Cam Story, Jack-
son Wells, Damien Gagne 
and Cal Aube.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Witchekan 
Wildlife Association in 
memory of Leon Gagne as 
tokens of remembrance. 

Interment will take place 
at a later date in the Laven-
ture Cemetery.

Arrangements have 
been entrusted to the care 
of Beau “Lac” Funeral 
Home and Crematorium, 
R. Mark Muir Funeral Di-
rector, Spiritwood, Sask.  
(306) 883-3500.

Obituaries
~

Leon Andrew Joseph Gagne

Now this may be old news to some of you, 
but it is good news and good news is always 
worth repeating.

Christmas, not so very long ago, was all 
about the nativity of Christ. But, since about 
the middle of the last century, it has slow-
ly drifted away from Christian themes and 
into a materialistic bacchanalia of Santa and 
presents and so on.

The carols we still love today were written 
about many different aspects of the Chris-
tian faith and the one I would like to consid-
er today is “The Twelve Days of Christmas”. 
This piece celebrates the actual 12 days of 
Christmas, beginning on Christmas day and 
leading up to Epiphany, or as we often call 
it “Ukrainian Christmas” or “Eastern Or-
thodox Christmas”. Each of these 12 days 
were deemed as sacred days and the carol 

has uniquely Christian metaphors for each 
of them:

1st day of Christmas – A partridge in a 
pear tree – Christ

2nd Day of Christmas – Two Turtle Doves 
– The Old and New Testaments

3rd Day of Christmas – Three French 
Hens – Faith Hope and Love (Charity)

4th Day of Christmas – Four Calling Birds 
– The Four Gospels

5th Day of Christmas – Five Golden Rings 
– The 5 Books of the Torah – Books of Moses

6th Day of Christmas – Six Geese a Laying 
– The six days of Creation

7th Day of Christmas – Seven Swans a 
Swimming – Sevenfold gifts of the Spirit

8th Day of Christmas – Eight Maids a 
Milking – The Eight Beatitudes

9th Day of Christmas – Nine Ladies Danc-

ing – The Nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit
10th Day of Christmas – Ten Lords a Leap-

ing – The Ten Commandments
11th Day of Christmas – Eleven Pipers 

Piping – The Eleven faithful Disciples
12th Day of Christmas – Twelve Drum-

mers Drumming – Twelve Points of Faith in 
the Apostles’ Creed

So go ahead, sing you heart out, it’s Christ-
mas. Jesus is King, and we have every rea-
son to rejoice! As the angels declared: “I 
bring you good news that will cause great 
joy for all the people. Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
the Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-12)

So, Merry Christmas, and as Tiny Tim so 
aptly put it, “God bless us everyone”. 

To all of you, from all of us at Immanuel 
Lutheran, Parkside.

Good News
~

The True meaNiNG of The Twelve days of ChrisTmas

MALANOWICH, John
April 21, 1929 – December 

11, 2022
John passed away 

peacefully in his sleep 
surrounded by his family on 
Sunday, December 11, 2022.  
As per his wishes there 
will be no funeral service. 
Interment will be held at 
Peaceful Pines Cemetery 
in Chitek Lake, SK at a 
later date. Arrangements 
entrusted to Aimé 
Laventure – Mourning 
Glory Funeral Services 
(306) 978-5200. To share 
memories of John or send 
condolences please visit 
www.mourningglory.ca 

John 
Malanowich

STOCKER – Jack
Jack Melvin Stocker, 

was born on July 30, 
1940, along with his twin 
sister Joan, on the family 

farm outside of Stough-
ton, SK. He attended 
school in Stoughton, SK.  
Besides working on the 
farm, he worked on the 
railway before becom-
ing an elevator agent 
with Pioneer Grain. His 
first job position was in 
Leask, SK. He married 
Mary on August 21, 1965, 
in Forget, SK when she 
then joined him in Leask 
where they lived for 57 
years. He enjoyed par-
ticipating in many dif-
ferent activities in Leask 
over the years volunteer-
ing for numerous events 
and functions. His most 

memorable times were 
being at the baseball di-
amond, hockey rink and 
especially coaching his 
son’s hockey team. He 
enjoyed golfing, ice fish-
ing, time at the cabin, 
snowmobiling, quad-
ding and tinkering in 
his garage. Yet his most 
favorite moments were 
spending time with his 
family and especially the 
grandchildren.

Jack was lovingly 
survived by his wife of 57 
years, Mary Stocker; his 
children, Lee (Tamara) 
Stocker, daughter Kailey 
Stocker; Debra (Graeme) 

Bittner, daughters 
Brooke (Chris) Wasyliw 
and son Wesley; and 
Kierra Bittner; and 
Deanna (Scott) Birdsall, 
daughters Braidy and 
Brenna Birdsall; his 
siblings, Victor (Leona) 
Stocker; Margaret 
Swain; Joyce Stocker; 
Marcel (Violet) Stocker; 
Joan (Aime) Guillemin; 
Doreen Guillemin; his 
sister-in-law, Lorraine 
Stocker; as well as 
numerous nieces and 
nephews.

Jack is predeceased 
by his parents Victor 
and Mary Stocker; 

his brother, Kenneth 
Stocker; his brothers-
in-law Lloyd Swain, and 
Gilbert Guillemin.  

There was a Memo-
rial Mass held for Jack 
on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 21, 2022, at 1:00 
pm from St. Henry’s RC 
Church in Leask, SK with 
Father Tuan Doan offici-
ating. In lieu of tributes, 
memorial donations may 
be made in memory of 
Jack to either the St. 
Paul’s Hospital Founda-
tion Palliative Care (1702 
20th Street West, Sas-
katoon, SK S7M 0Z9) or 
to the Canadian Cancer 

Society.
For those unable to at-

tend Jack’s service there 
will be a video link of the 
Memorial Service added 
to Jack’s obituary page 
on the Beau “Lac” Funer-
al Home website.

Family and friends 
wishing to send online 
condolences are wel-
come to visit www.beau-
lacf unera lhome.com. 
Arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care 
of Beau “Lac” Funeral 
Home and Crematorium, 
Tammy Smart Funeral 
Director, Shellbrook, SK 
306-747-2828.

Jack Melvin Stocker

Santa shares holiday cheer in Spiritwood
An Afternoon with Santa 

event was held in the Curling 
Rink Mezzanine in Spiritwood 
on Dec. 11, 2022, from 1 p.m. to 
3 p.m.

Sue Kahl from Spiritwood, 
Area, Recreation, Culture & 
Sport (SARCS), stated that ap-
proximately 50 kids came to vis-
it Santa. 

Santa arrived around 1:45 

p.m. and took pictures with the 
kids, parents, and grandparents.

Aside from Santa himself, 
there were also four stations 
of different crafts for kids and 
their families to enjoy, includ-
ing popsicle stick crafts, wood 
disk crafts, pasta crafts, and two 
home-made sugar cookie deco-
rating tables.

Noting the community has al-

ways hosted special days with 
Santa in the past, Kahl said she 
was pleased to see how well re-
ceived this iteration of the event 
was, and added that she enjoyed 
watching the kids and their fam-
ilies enjoy the afternoon.

Kahl said she hopes to host 
another Santa day next year, but 
will look to do something a little 
different.

CLASSIFI
Not Everything 
Fits In The Box!

Ph: 306-747-2442 
Fax: 306-747-3000

chads@sbchron.com
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CONSTRUCTION
 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

P Construction Ltd.
Spiritwood, SK

306-883-7305
Equipment Rentals Available

• 5 tonne Zoom Boom
• 10 tonne Zoom Boom
• Skidsteers
• Excavator

Call for pricing & 
bookings! Ask for Paul

CONSTRUCTION

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded
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ELECTRICIAN

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ACCOUNTANT

Residential, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

Wiring & Trenching
Skid Steer Service

Jake Verbonac 
306-747-9073

Serving Shellbrook 
& Surrounding area

&J HElectric

ELECTRICIAN

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook  306-747-2896
Canwood  306-468-2227
Leask  306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

INSURANCE

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

LAWYER LAWYER

Bill Cannon, in person,
by appointment

52 Main Street, Shellbrook
306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

Shelley Cannon, in person,
by appointment

124 1st St. E., Spiritwood
Rear Building Entrance

306-922-4700
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

LAWYER

TRUCKING

Grain, Fertilizer, or Pellet Hauling
Call/Text: 780-872-3324

Email: Northcountry06@outlook.com
Owners: Ed & Faryn Anderson

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBING ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

MECHANIC

• Truck and Trailer Inspections
• School Bus Inspections

• Diesel Tuning
• Diagnostics Services

• Fully Licensed

Call for more information

306-747-7711

REAL ESTATE

306.883.7449
Call or text

Residential | Cottage | Agricultural | Commercial

www.heathersarrazin.com

Located in Shell 
Lake and proudly 

supporting & 
serving our local 

communities!

North Country

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

REAL ESTATE

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated
www.shawnaschirakroeker.com 

Shawna 
Schira-Kroeker
Your Local Realtor®
306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca

The Brand you know, the name you Trust
Your Local Realtor™...

Working Hard ...
To Sell Ag, Residential, Cottage & 
Commercial Properties For You!

North Country

REAL ESTATE



The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
SWNA Blanket Classifieds

Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 
Cost for 25 words:

Saskatchewan market ..............$209.00
   One Zone  ............................$86.00
   Two Zone ..........................$123.00
Alberta market .......................$269.00
Manitoba market ...................$189.00
BC market .............................$395.00
Ontario market ......................$439.00
   Western Ontario  .................$155.00   
   Central Ontario  ..................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario ..................$145.00
   Northern Ontario  ..................$90.00
Quebec market
   English ...............................$160.00
Atlantic market ......................$200.00
Across Canada  ..................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French)  ................$967.00

Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 4 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 
NOTICE

This newspaper accepts advertisements in good 
faith. We advise that it is in your interest to 
investigate offers personally. Publications by this 
paper should not be taken as an endorsement of  
the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people weekly. 

Personal Classifieds: 
$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ additional 

words for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches - $52.50 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

The family of Benny 
Bittner would like to say 
“a big thank you” to our 
family and friends.

We appreciate all the 
condolences, cards, texts, 
phone calls and visits.

Thank you for all the 
beautiful flowers and do-
nations in loving memory 
of Ben.

Thank you to our family 
and friends for bringing 
food and meals to our 
homes.

A special thank you to 
Pastor Chris Dean for 
officiating Ben’s Celebra-
tion of Life Service.

Thank you to Macy 
Richmond for “special” 
piano music for us.

Thank you to Joanne 
Jewitt and all the ladies 
(Parkside Lutheran 
Ladies). The lunch was 
wonderful.

Thank you to Beau ‘Lac’ 
Funeral Home staff for 
your compassion and 
professionalism.

To our friends and fam-
ily, we are so grateful for 
your kindness, compas-
sion and love shared with 
us during this difficult 
time and in the days yet 
to come.

Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas cacti
By Patricia Hanbidge

These three popular house-
plants are very similar but there 
are some differences that are 
worthy of discussion. They are 
cherished in many homes as 
a multigenerational plant and 
often get to be quite large! All 
three are considered “short day” 
plants so cool temperatures and 
lengthy periods of darkness will 
cause them to bloom. They all 
are native to Brazil and happily 
hang out in the tropical trees 
that also grow there. They are 
not really cacti, but are suc-
culents which are plants that 
are drought-resistant and have 
leaves, stems or roots which be-
come fleshier as they are a tis-
sue which can store water. 

The true Christmas cactus 
(Schlumberger gridgesii) will 
generally bloom in the month of 
December. The cousin consid-
ered the Thanksgiving cactus 
(Schlumgera truncate) will gen-
erally bloom a bit earlier. Both 
are native to the rain forests of 
Brazil. The Christmas cactus 
has teardrop or scalloped edges 
to the leaves while the Thanks-
giving cactus has claw-shaped 
points on leaf edges.  These 
cacti need cooler temperatures 
of around 55 to 65°F (12 to 
18°C) in order to initiate bloom. 
The flowers are a unique, tube-
shaped double flower with a 
neon pink stamen. At lower 
temperatures, the flowering 
buds will fall off. When not in 

bloom, these cacti can be ex-
posed to full, direct sunlight. 

The Easter cactus (Rhipsali-
dopsis gaetneri) will bloom in 
the months of April or May, 
which is typically closer to Eas-
ter. The flowers are starburst 
shaped with yellow stamens 
and crimson-coloured petals. 
They need a more humid en-
vironment than the Christmas 
cactus and prefer warmer tem-
peratures of about 75 to 80°F 
(24 to 27°C). These cacti are 
native to the natural forests of 
Brazil and thrive in partial sun-
light. 

Both cacti have epiphytic ten-
dencies so will be found growing 
on rocks or trees. As a house-
plant, we tend to grow them 
terrestrially so it is important 
to ensure that we are indeed 
giving these plants the proper 
conditions for growth. The 
Easter cactus should be kept 
evenly moist, but never soggy. If 
under- watered, the plant seg-
ments will collapse towards the 
pot and begin to turn yellow. 
If over-watered, the segments 
will break off of the plant. The 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
cacti need to be kept cooler but 
the plant will shrivel and die if 
the soil is not kept evenly moist. 
Overwatering any of these cacti 
will result in root rot and dying 
top growth that often appears 
to be shriveling. 

All of these cacti are consid-
ered popular holiday plants. 

The plant bodies are flattened, 
so what we call the leaves are 
actually stems. Flowers are 
produced from notches in the 
stems. Fertilization should oc-
cur before and after flowering. 

If you wish to propagate your 
cacti so you can share it with 
your friends and family mem-
bers, this is not a difficult chore. 
Take a short cutting from the tip 
of a stem that consists of at least 
two or three joined segments. 
Ensure you take the cutting 
from healthy foliage to be the 
most successful. Let the cutting 
sit to dry for a few hours prior 
to potting it up. Place the cut-
ting into slightly damp media in 
a well-lit area but not in direct 
sunlight. Do not overwater at 
this stage and succulents root 
better if the moisture is lim-
ited. Within a few weeks, there 
should be evidence that the cut-
ting is sprouting roots and at 
this time, can be potted up if 
you so choose. Do not overwa-
ter at any time and increase the 
light gradually. Once it is well-
rooted, then fertilization can 
also begin. 

Happy holidays to all of you 
and may you have many holiday 
plants gracing your space!

Hanbidge is the Lead Horti-
culturist with Orchid Horticul-
ture. Find us at www.orchid-
hort.com; by email at info@
orchidhort.com; on facebook @
orchidhort and on instagram 
at #orchidhort.

Christmas cactus.

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY

HRO Chartered 
Professional 
Accountants 

is currently seeking 
a part-time 

bookkeeper/admin 
for our Spiritwood 

office.
Bookkeeping 
knowledge is 

essential. Will be 
required to perform 

reception duties 
as well. Must be 

comfortable working 
independently. 
Knowledge of 

various accounting 
software & excel an 

asset.  
Please apply with 
resume and cover 

letter to: 
DallanO@hrocpa.ca

For more detailed 
information, please 
see Saskjobs ad # 

5969974

Dear Kelly,
Missing You at 

Christmas!
Every day without you

Since you had to go,
Is like summer 

without sunshine
And Christmas 
without snow.

We wish that we could 
talk to you

There’s so much 
we would say,

Life has changed so 
very much

Since you went away.
We miss you here with us

And miss your 
smiling face,

You’re in our minds 
and in our hearts

On this year’s 
Christmas Day.

We’ll always feel you 
close to us

And though you’re far 
from sight,

We’ll search for you 
among the stars 

That shine on 
Christmas night. 

A little Note to you 
in Heaven: 

There is not a day that 
goes by that we do not 
wish for you to come 

back to us.
To have a minute, an 

hour, or a day with you 
would be a wish 

come true.
Kelly, we miss you and 

love you so much.
We wish you could be 

here to meet your nieces 
and nephew. 

You would have been so 
in love with them. 

You are our special angel, 
and we know you look 

over us daily.
We will always wish that 
you would come home 

to us and stay.
Until we meet again, dear 

Kelly, please know that 
you are missed a lot,
So please continue to 

look over us with all your 
love and heart.

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year 

in Heaven!
Love, 

Your Momma,
Kevin, Nicole (Ryker) 

& 
Krystal, Evan (Addison 

& Ava)
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MEMORIAMS

In Loving Memory of
Kayla Dawn Schmalz

Aug. 3/95 – Dec. 28/02
and

Benny Bruce Bittner
Nov. 21/52 – Nov. 14/22

Together again.
Our hearts still ache 

with sadness,
And many tears still flow.

What it meant to lose 
you, no one will 

ever know.
May the winds of 

Heaven blow softly,
And whisper in your ear,

How much we love 
and miss you,

And wish that you 
were here.

Love,
Regan Bittner & Family

CARD
OF THANKS

Buying? Selling?
Try the Classifieds!

306-747-2442

MEMORIAMS

small ads

BIG deals
20 words for only 

$16.00 plus GST 
$8.00 for each additional week

• Additional words 20¢
• Includes 2 papers and website

Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald

306-747-2442
chads@sbchron.com

ClassifiedsTH
E

In
Memory

may be put in 
the Chronicle 
& Herald for 
$25.00* 
(30 words) 
20¢ per 

additional word
Photo - $10.00 
Shellbrook 
Chronicle

Spiritwood 
Herald

Phone 
306-747-2442

Fax 
306-747-3000

email: 
chads@sbchron.

com

Sell It Fast! 
In The 

Classifieds

306-747-2442
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The Parkland U18 AA Elks 
travelled to Humboldt for a 
showdown with the Humboldt 
Broncos on Dec. 16.

Bringing up the rear of the 
Centre Four Conference stand-
ings with a record of 2-15, the 
Humboldt Broncos wouldn’t 
have been picked by most 
oddsmakers to pull out a win 
during Friday night’s match. 

They certainly didn’t dis-
appoint, tallying just 16 shots 
on goal through 60 minutes 
of action (including a second 
period in which they fired only 
one shot on net), en route to a 

6-1 shellacking at the hands of 
the Elks.

The Elks started the scoring 
off early, when Jake Boettch-
er found the back of the net 
just 25 seconds into the game. 
Luke Evans and Chase Hansen 
assisted on the goal.

In a first period that saw a 
whopping 11 penalties doled 
out by the officials (includ-
ing a kneeing major, a game 
misconduct, and a one-game 
suspension for Elks forward 
Kamden Shewchuk), the pow-
er play proved to be a boon for 
the Elks.

Going on the man advantage 
less than a minute after scor-
ing their first goal, the Elks 
pushed the score to 2-0 on 
a goal from Bronson Parker. 
Hansen earned the lone assist 
on the play.

Later in the frame, the Elks’ 
power play struck again, as 
Brendan Aug found the back of 
the net with helper from Kaid-
en Couture.

In what would be the Bron-
cos’ only offensive highlight of 
the game, Landin Frank got a 
puck past Elks’ goalie Hunter 
Nakonechny, on an assist from 

Duke Brochu, to close the gap 
to 3-1. 

In a quieter second period 
(both in terms of goals and 
penalties), Cody Morash was 
the only Elk to tally, pushing 
the score to 4-1 with helpers 
from Colton Sommerfeld and 
Hansen.

Already having three assists 
on the evening, Hansen con-
tinued to pad his points to-
tal in the third period on two 
more power play goals for the 
Elks. First, Kaiden Couture 
scored a goal for which Han-
sen provided the lone assist. 

Then, later in the frame, Han-
sen scored a goal of his own, 
with assists from Couture and 
Parker, to solidify the Elks’ 6-1 
victory over the Broncos.

With the win, the Elks 
climbed to 8-12-1-0 on the sea-
son and slid into eighth place 
in the Centre Four Conference 
standings.

The Elks will kick off 2023 
with three back-to-back road 
games against the Martens-
ville Marauders, the North 
East Wolfpack, and the Sas-
katoon Sabercats on Jan. 6, 7, 
and 8, respectively.
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Parkland U18 Elks trample Broncos

By Ethan Gaboury
The Northern Spirit 4-H Club has taken off to a fast 

start since it had its first general meeting on Oct. 26 
along with a pizza supper. Peyton Smith was elected 
president, Jessie Allchurch was elected secretary, Avery 
Conacher was elected treasurer, and Ethan Gaboury, 
Ciara Conacher, Ryker Caffet, Cameron Gaboury and 
Tenille Rose were all elected as club reporters.

Lisa Rose will be the general leader. Kendall Gaboury 
will be the assistant general leader. Brad Rose is the 
beef leader. Kendra Sanders and Kendall Gaboury will 
be the assistant beef leaders. Shawna Smith will be the 
light horse leader, and Lisa Rose will be the assistant 
light horse leader.

The club has had two very successful fundraisers. 
First, it had a bottle drive on Nov. 26. The bottles col-
lected more than filled a twenty-foot stock trailer. It 
then had a sidewalk salt sale. The pallet of sidewalk salt 
was sold in just a few days.

The beef members got together on Dec. 5 and brought 
steers to the Gaboury farm for their first initial weigh 
in. 

The Light Horse members have ridden once at Dave 
Clark’s barn to work on their skills and have some fun, 

then had their first meeting.
The club had a general meeting through Zoom on 

Dec. 11. During the meeting, club members discussed 
setting a date for speeches. The club is also making 
plans to host district curling in Spiritwood on Sunday, 
Jan. 8.

It is sure going to be an exciting year, and we are all 
excited for the things to come.

Northern Spirit 4-H Club news highlights

Light Horse members of the Northern Spirit 4-H 
Club have had one opportunity to enjoy some rid-
ing so far this season.

The Northern Spirit 4-H Club hosted a successful 
bottle drive, easily overfilling a twenty-foot stock 
trailer.

Canwood Lutheran, Pentecostal Churches host Christmas shows
Zion Lutheran Church held its Sunday 

School Concert on Sunday, Dec. 18, at 
4 p.m. Children from Kindergarten to 
Grade 8 participated in the telling of the 
Christmas Story to a jam-packed audi-
ence. A Nativity scene was the culmina-
tion of the concert.  At the closing of the 
service, table grace was sung and candy 

bags were handed out. Everyone was in-
vited to stay for a lovely potluck meal.

The Canwood Pentecostal Church 
also held its Sunday School Concert on 
Sunday, Dec. 18 at 4 p.m. A skit was per-
formed by the church children. At the 
closing of the service, everyone stayed 
for a lovely potluck lunch.

Children sing at Zion Lutheran Church’s Sunday School Christmas Concert.

Children form a Nativity scene at the end of Zion Lutheran Church’s Sunday 
School Christmas Concert.

Canwood Pentecostal Church was decked out with a banner ahead of its Sun-
day School Christmas Concert on Dec. 18.Advertising Deadline is Friday 4:00 p.m.
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