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Carol Festival makes holly jolly return in Shellbrook

Madison Graham receives a small gift from Santa following the conclusion of the Carol Festival.

For the first time since 2019, it felt a lot 
like Christmas at the Shellbrook Theatre, 
as the Shellbrook & District Arts Council’s 
Carol Festival made its long-awaited re-
turn to the holiday season schedule.

With this year’s show being billed as the 
35th annual, the Carol Festival is one of the 
longest-standing traditions in the commu-
nity. But while few small-town events have 
such longevity, Arts Council member Judy 
Hjertaas says it was phenomenal to see 
the steady stream of people flow into the 
theatre once again — especially given how 
frightful the weather outside was.

“When you organize a project, you al-
ways hope that the weather will be good 
and everybody can come. When it start-
ed to howl and blizzard, we weren’t sure 
what would happen,” she said during her 
introductory remarks ahead of the Carol 
Festival.

“We are so impressed and amazed that 
you’ve come through the storm to come to 
our 35th anniversary of having the Arts 
Council Carol Festival. Look at how many 
have come.”

Planning for the Carol Festival typical-
ly begins in September, with calls to past 
performers and then call backs closer to 
the show date. Once the Arts Council has 
its line-up reasonably solidified, programs 
need to be printed and volunteers need to 
be gathered to work sound, lights, and the 
stage for the show.

From there on, it’s all a matter of hop-
ing that there are no last-minute changes 
— this year, Rod Gjerde was unfortunately 
unable to make it.

“We’re very impressed with all the talent 
that comes to perform on stage,” Hjerta-
as said. “We all realize that it doesn’t just 
come naturally. There are a lot of lessons 

involved. There’s a lot of practicing in-
volved. There’s a lot of parents who believe 
in their kids. To be on stage takes hours, 
and hours, and hours of practice.”

This year’s Carol Festival was a prime 
example of this. As audience members 
entered the Shellbrook Theatre, they were 
greeted by a piano prelude featuring the 
talents of Terry Martin. 

Once showtime rolled around, it fell to 
MC Brent Miller to introduce the 10 in-
dividual and group performers, starting 
with Kerri English and her students, who 
played a number of Christmas selections 
to kick the night off on an instrumental 
note.

Up next, the mother-daughter pairing of 
Lydia and Madison Graham, accompanied 
by Kerralynn Bloom, delighted the crowd 
with “O Holy Night”, and the Schuttes, 
including Leslie, Diana, Jaden, Sadie, Re-

becca, and Leeland, kept it in the family 
with “Christmas for Cowboys” and “Oh 
Come All Ye Faithful”.

Making a spirited return to the Carol 
Festival, the Shellbrook & District Ac-
cordion Group, featuring Dave Hjertaas, 
Larry Brossart, Leo Stieb, and guests My-
ron Wall (drums) and Lauren Cromartie 
(drums and vocals), performed “Jolly Old 
St. Nicholas”, a Christmas medley, and 
“Christmas Time’s a Comin”.

Closing out the first act, Janaya Fuller 
sang “Winter Song” and “Skinny Love,” 
and acclaimed singer, songwriter, and 
musician Cindy Aarestad performed “Glo-
ry, Glory, Glory in the Highest”, and “The 
Good News Kids Medley”. Then, leading 
into a brief intermission, the community 
took part in a sing-along of “Silent Night” 
and “Joy to the World”.

Continued on page 16

Happy Holidays from all of us 
at Tait Insurance!!!

Quinn, Tanya, Lorraine, Melodie, Kayla, Lynn and Jasmine
We look forward to serving you in 2023!
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On an unseasonably 
warm Nov. 24, the Can-
wood Library hosted res-
idents from Canwood’s 
Whispering Pine Place. 

The residents enjoyed 
listening to Gerda Brun-
er read a story about her 
family immigrating to 
Canwood and travelling 
to Saskatchewan. After 
the story, the residents 
got to watch a movie and 
listen to some music, as 
well as enjoy some deli-
cious snacks and coffee 
provided by members of 
the library board. 

Erica Archer, the rec-
reation coordinator for 
Whispering Pine Place, 
is the architect behind 
recreation opportuni-
ties like these. However, 
she acknowledges that 
the outings wouldn’t 
be possible without the 
community’s wheelchair 
accessible bus, which al-
lows for up to four wheel-
chairs to be hooked up, 
and for more passengers 
to ride in regular bus 
seats.

Accessibility within 

the broader communi-
ty is also key. For this 
reason, she appreciates 
the Canwood Library’s 
elevator, as it opens the 
facility’s doors so that 
all residents, no matter 
their abilities, are able 
to come and enjoy what 
the library has to offer. It 
also means her residents 
can look forward to many 
more visits in the future.

While a trip to the li-
brary might be a simple 
thing for many of us, Ar-
cher says a lot of careful 
thought, planning, and 
coordination go into 
planning outings for her 
residents, whether it be 
the most recent visit to 
the library, outings to 
play with the Shellbrook 
Mamas group, or taking 
in the Walter Willough-
by Horticulture Society’s 
annual show.

“When getting ready to 
go on an outing we have 
to make sure we have at 
least two recreation staff 
and, depending on where 
the outing is, sometimes 
some extra volunteers,” 

Archer explained.
Once the staff and bod-

ies are in place, there’s a 
whole checklist of prepa-
rations to go through, 
both to ensure everyone 
gets a chance to partake 
in the outing, and to en-
sure they can do so safely 
and comfortably. 

This checklist only 
grows longer in the win-
ter, but Archer feels the 
preparation and hard 
work is all worth it, as 
being active and see-
ing different people and 
places provides her res-
idents with a change of 
scenery and helps lift 
their spirits.

“I think these oppor-
tunities — the Canwood 
Library especially — are 
good for long-term care 
residents because lots 
of our residents are lo-
cal and grew up around 
the area,” Archer said. 
“Many of them used to 
go to this same library 
years ago, and some even 
worked there. This takes 
them back to a different 
time in their lives and 
now they are able to en-
joy it all over again in a 
different way.”

Archer adds that the 
residents are always 
thankful for outings like 
these, and to be able to 
be involved in their com-
munity and listen to his-
torical stories like Ger-
da Bruner shared at the 
library. For her part as 
recreation coordinator, 
Archer says the experi-
ences of her residents 
are equally rewarding for 
her.

“When I bring them 

to different places in the 
community and see them 
smiling and enjoying 
themselves, I know that 

I am doing my job as a 
recreation coordinator,” 
she said. “That is what 
it’s all about – improving 

the overall quality of life 
of the residents at Whis-
pering Pine Place in Can-
wood.”
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Canwood Elders go on library trip

Residents from Canwood’s Whispering Pine Place take in a movie during an 
outing at the Canwood Public Library.

Witchekan Wildlife Federation
Horn Scoring

Saturday, 
December 17

4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Ag Barn in Spiritwood

Proudly Welcomes
TOP PRODUCING LOCAL AGENTS
Shawna Schira-Kroeker   &   Heather Sarrazin

306-441-1625 306-883-7449

Residential   |   Cottage   |   Farm   |   Commercial

Shawna & Heather are local agents living in and serving your 
communities. With over 18 years combined experience of 

serving your communities in real estate - they are your local 
RE/MAX experts! Call them for all your real estate needs!

Public Works 
and Maintenance

If you enjoy working independently outdoors and 
have some experience operating and maintaining 
equipment. Please submit a cover letter, resume 
with three references and salary expectations to:  

Box 70 – 219 Pine St., Chitek Lake, SK S0J 0L0 
or rvchitek@sasktel.net

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

NEEDS ADDRESSED ARE:
•	 BACK	PAIN
•	 NECK	PAIN
•	 JOINT	PAIN
•	 SPINAL	DEGENERATION
•	 SCIATICA
•	 HEADACHES

•	 RADIATING	PAIN
•	 DIZZINESS/VERTIGO
•	 NUMBNESS/TINGLING
•	 FROZEN	SHOULDER
•	 ROTATOR	CUFF
•	 HIP	PAIN
•	 SPORTS	INJURIES

TO BOOK ONLINE:    www.zbchiro.com

Dr. Zachary Boettcher, Chiropractor

306-714-7301
#54	Main	Street,	Shellbrook



The Spiritwood Lions’ 
Annual Senior Appreci-
ation Supper marked its 
comeback on Saturday, 
Nov. 12, after taking two 
years off due to COVID-19 
pandemic restrictions. 
The first senior supper 
was held in 1981, making 
this the 40th year for the 

event.
This event is held in 

partnership with sev-
eral other local entities, 
including the Rural Mu-
nicipality of Spiritwood, 
which helps out with a 
cash donation, and the 
Town of Spiritwood, 
which donates the use of 

the Civic Centre. The bulk 
of the work is done by the 
Lions, though help from 
others outside the club 
has been critical to the 
supper’s success. This 
year, the club also had 
salads donated by both 
Scotiabank and Prairie 
Centre Credit Union.

The doors of the Spirit-
wood Civic Centre opened 
at 5 p.m. and the supper 
was served around 5:30 
p.m. During pre-supper 
time, coffee and tea was 
served with some dinner 
music playing in the back-
ground. 

For many years, enter-
tainment was provided by 
Brian McGowan on the pi-
ano. Unfortunately, due to 
health issues this year, he 
arranged for a substitute. 
As such, this year’s enter-
tainment was provided by 
Dave Isaak, Claire Schira, 
Leon Charbonneau, Ruby 
Larson, and her grand-
daughter Lily Blais.

Shortly after supper, 
there were greetings 
brought by Premier Scott 
Moe as MLA for the Ros-
thern-Shellbrook constit-
uency. This was followed 
by brief messages from 
Bryan Wingerter on be-

half of the Town of Spir-
itwood, and Bevra Fee on 
behalf of the RM of Spir-
itwood. A response from 
Spiritwood Seniors Asso-
ciation president Armand 
Smith followed these re-
marks.

In due course, door 
prizes were drawn, and 
a half an hour of musical 
entertainment was pre-
sented by Patti Heisler, 
accompanied by Claire 
Schira.

All told, 128 people 
attended the supper, in-
cluding workers, enter-

tainment, and the special 
guests at the head table. 
Of the attendees, 102 were 
seniors.

According to Lions 
member Cheyenne Or-
ange, the main purpose 
of this supper event is to 
take a moment to appreci-
ate the seniors for all the 
work they have done to 
help make Spiritwood the 
great community it is.

“This year’s event was 
extremely successful, and 
we look forward to put-
ting it on again in the year 
2023,” Orange said.

December 8, 2022                                                                 www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com        Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald   3

Spiritwood Lions host Senior Appreciation Supper

Two young scholars have received $500 scholarships from the RM of Shell-
brook to assist them with their post-secondary studies. Allison Oleksyn (left) 
is enrolled in the Combined Bachelor of Kinesiology/Bachelor of Education 
Program at the University of Saskatchewan. Shelaine Pritchard is enrolled in 
the faculty of Education at the University of Regina.

22122PS0 
22122PS2

Two receive RM of 
Shellbrook scholarships

Christmas Hampers
Shellbrook, Parkside, Holbein, 

Mont Nebo & Canwood

Those requesting Christmas Food Hampers, pick 
up an application form from any church, Bigway 

or Parkside General Store. Complete the form 
and make sure the application is sent to:

Ministerial Association Food Bank
PO Box 97

Holbein, Sask.
S0J 1G0

Post marked by Dec. 11, 2022 (no later)

Hamper pick-up: December 20, 5:30 – 7:30

Phone Dave Bodvarson 306-747-7235
Dave Whalley 306-747-2804

Advertising 
Deadline is

Friday
4:00 p.m.



As the world has spent year 
after year watching tens of 
thousands of Americans be 
injured or killed by gun vio-
lence on an annual basis, it’s 
become near impossible to 
have a nuanced discussion 
about guns.

If you support gun owners 
and their “right to bear arms,” 
you’re dismissed as another 
Redneck Rambo, barely a half 
step removed from Neander-
thals (intellectually, at least).

Similarly, if a government 
even suggests it’s going to im-
plement any form of gun control in the 
aftermath of a tragic incident of gun 
violence, it’s accused of attempting to 
disarm the population – with the disar-
mament, of course, being a precursor to 
the implementation of some even more 
nefarious tyrannical agenda.

None of this dialogue, if it can be 
called such, is helpful. Indeed, it only 
assures no progress is made on what is a 
very important issue.

As the opposing camps dig in their 
heels and bicker back and forth, the top-
ic of gun violence slowly recedes from 
the public consciousness, becoming 
little more than white noise... until the 
next instance of gun violence begins the 
cycle anew.

Perhaps Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau was hoping to break the cycle of 
doing nothing when he first introduced 
gun control legislation, mostly target-
ed at prohibiting AR-15-style weapons, 
through Bill C-21 in 2020.

His government’s intention with re-
cent proposed amendments to the leg-
islation that will ban even more types of 
guns, is a little harder to understand.

The amendment moves to ban “a fire-
arm that is a rifle or shotgun, that is 
capable of discharging centre-fire am-
munition in a semi-automatic manner 
and that is designed to accept a detach-
able cartridge magazine with a capacity 
greater than five cartridges of the type 
for which the firearm was originally de-
signed.”

Based on this language, the legislation 
will effectively outlaw almost all types 
of semi-automatic firearms in Canada, 
including a number of guns that are 

popular among hunters and 
sport shooters.

Understandably, the pro-
posed amendment has drawn 
criticism. And most of it is de-
served.

Mr. Trudeau’s government 
has never met a square peg 
it couldn’t force into a round 
hole by enacting ineffective 
legislation to make it look like 
an issue is being addressed.

Much of its environmental 
and climate change has done 
just that, delivering only mini-
mal greenhouse gas emissions 

reductions – despite Mr. Trudeau’s ex-
cessive verbal emissions about Canada 
being a global leader in sustainability.

The proposed amendments to Bill 
C-21 are much the same. 

Should the Trudeau government in-
struct the RCMP to enforce its buyback 
scheme for the prohibited weapons, 
there will without a doubt be fewer guns 
in Canada. However, most of these guns 
will be taken from law-abiding citizens 
who know better than most how to use 
them responsibly.

Meanwhile, there will be no signif-
icant reduction in the criminal use of 
guns, which increased by 81 per cent 
between 2009 and 2019 (though, homi-
cide rates with guns have been holding 
steady or declining in recent years).

This is because Mr. Trudeau clearly 
isn’t paying attention to Statistics Can-
ada’s data on criminal gun use.

According to a report covering the 
same period of 2009 to 2019, hand-
guns were involved in about 75 per cent 
of violent robberies, and 60 per cent 
of homicides, other violations causing 
death, and attempted murders. Hand-
guns were also involved in 54 per cent of 
sexual offences and 51 per cent of fire-
arm-specific violent offences in 2020.

That said, the report also pokes some 
holes in the arguments of those who 
oppose the Trudeau government’s gun 
control legislation by attributing all the 
gun violence to “gangsters in Toronto.”

According to the same report, only 
about six per cent of gun crimes were 
related to gang violence. 

Additionally, rates of gun crime in 
2020 were found to be highest in Sas-

katchewan, Manitoba, and the Terri-
tories, and were mostly higher in rural 
areas than urban regions, which the 
report says can be attributed to a num-
ber of reasons, including more firearms 
ownership.

Nuance, again, becomes the key word 
here, and neither side of the gun debate 
seems capable of it.

With its hands effectively tied by Otta-
wa, the government of Saskatchewan is 
doing what little it can through the Sas-
katchewan Firearms Act to protect the 
rights of lawful firearms owners.

The legislation, once passed, will re-
quire and oversee fair compensation for 
any guns being seized, require forensic 
and ballistic testing of seized guns, and 
establish licensing requirements for 
businesses or individuals involved in 
gun expropriation. 

It will also establish a provincial fire-
arms regulatory system to promote the 
safe and responsible use of guns. The 
Saskatchewan Firearms Office will ad-
minister the legislation, and also take on 
an expanded role in prosecuting non-vi-
olent regulatory firearms offences.

This all seems like a perfectly rea-
sonable response to another piece of 
flawed federal legislation... until we get 
to the point where Corrections, Policing, 
and Public Safety Minister Christine 

Tell says the government could reduce 
RCMP funding if the RCMP is directed 
to enforce the federal government’s gun 
buyback program.

You read that right... in a province 
with a crime severity index two times 
higher than the national average, where 
overstretched and understaffed rural 
RCMP detachments struggle to keep 
pace with the number of calls to service 
they receive, the Sask. Party’s strategy 
to protect the “rights of lawful firearms 
owners” is to make all of us less safe.

In other words, in Saskatchewan, the 
“right” to own a firearm supersedes the 
right to adequate police services and 
safe communities.

So much for being “tough on crime” 
Conservatives, I guess.

If the Trudeau government’s Bill C-21 
can be said to be a useless document that 
won’t do anything to address gun crime 
in Canada, the Sask. Party’s threat to 
reduce RCMP funding is worse, because 
it will be actively harmful to Saskatche-
wan residents.

Worst of all, though, is that no one 
in any government seems interested in 
exploring the root causes of gun crime 
and addressing them in any meaningful 
way.

Perhaps we’re not so different from 
our southern neighbours after all.
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Sask., feds miss target 
on gun crime debate
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This past week, Sas-
katchewan was the hub 
for agriculture as thou-
sands of people descend-
ed on the province for the 
year’s most anticipated 
event, Canadian Western 
Agribition. 

Once again, Agribition 
hosted 10,000 school-
children for programs 
that passed on the knowl-
edge of where our food 
comes from, advocated 
proper animal care, and 
the importance of the ag-
riculture industry. Cana-
dian Western Agribition 
showcases our agricul-
ture sector and helps us 
share our sustainability 
story with the world. Lo-
cal producers continue 
to lead in sustainable 
agriculture practices, 
technology, innovation, 
science, and breeding ge-
netics, which helps build 
public trust and knowl-
edge of the industry.

Like the agriculture 
sector, Agribition posi-
tively impacts our pro-

vincial economy. The 
show injects an esti-
mated $70 million into 
the Saskatchewan econ-
omy each year thanks 
to attendance, sales, 
and business agree-
ments made during the 
week. Traditionally, over 
120,000 people attend 
the show from over 80 
countries. 

It is a pleasure to see 
this event return to Regi-
na each year, promoting 
one of the strongest in-

dustries in our province. 
Our government is proud 
to support Saskatchewan 
farmers with several 
programs and services, 
such as the Crop Insur-
ance Program or funding 
for water management 
projects. In 2021, Sas-
katchewan set a record 
with $17.5 billion in agri-
food exports, producing 
98 per cent of Canada’s 
lentils and 80 per cent of 
the national durum crop. 
As we look to increase 
our exports by 50 per 
cent by 2030, the agri-
culture sector will play a 
large role in that vision. 
Increasing exports will 
create more jobs and 
support a growing prov-
ince.

Saskatchewan is set 
to kick off 2023 with 
vigour and enthusiasm. 
There is so much to be 
proud of after facing one 
of the most challenging 
economic times in re-
cent history. By working 
together and creating a 

positive business envi-
ronment, our province is 
seeing financial growth 
when many other juris-
dictions are staving off a 
recession.

We are on track to bal-
ance the budget, with 
the Mid-Year Financial 
Report forecasting a 
$1.1 billion surplus. The 
increase is largely the 
result of high potash 
and oil prices, and high-
er revenues, reflecting 
solid economic growth. 
Our government is using 
higher-than-expected 
revenue to help people 
and businesses address 
higher costs due to infla-
tion while reducing debt. 

The Four Point Afford-
ability Plan announced 
earlier this year was 
made possible because 
of this economic suc-
cess. We are delivering a 
one-time Saskatchewan 
Affordability Tax Cred-
it cheque of $500 to all 
adult residents who have 
filed a 2021 tax return in 

the province, exempted 
the PST on fitness and 
gym memberships, along 
with other recreational 
youth activities, extend-
ed the small business tax 
rate reduction and are 
paying down $1 billion in 
provincial debt. Putting 
more money back in your 
pocket while retiring 
debt strikes the right bal-
ance and helps our prov-
ince move forward.

The good news does 
not end there. Based on 

an average of private sec-
tor forecasts, Saskatche-
wan’s real Gross Domes-
tic Product is forecast to 
have grown by 5.3 per 
cent in 2022 and is pro-
jected to increase by 1.9 
per cent in 2023, the 
highest growth among 
the provinces in both 
years. Saskatchewan has 
the second-highest cred-
it rating in the country 
when considering all 
three major credit agen-
cies.

Businesses and inter-
national investors see 
this positivity as a sol-
id indication of success, 
leading to new invest-
ments, more jobs, and 
increased family sup-
port. Our government 
will foster that growth 
and re-invest in the pro-
grams and services that 
make a difference in day-
to-day life. The future is 
bright for our province, 
and 2023 will certainly 
be an exciting time to live 
in Saskatchewan.
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Report from the Legislature

ViewpointViewpoint

HON. SCOTT MOE, 
PREMIER

~
MLA for Rosthern -

 Shellbrook
Toll Free: 

1-855-793-3422
scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

HON. JEREMY 
HARRISON 

 MLA
~

 Meadow 
Lake

Toll Free: 
1-877-234-6669

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

Recently, I raised the issue 
of vaccination injuries in the 
house with a delegation of vac-
cine-injured visitors.

In session, neither Premier 
Scott Moe or Minister of Rural 
and Remote Health Everett 
Hindley would offer to meet 
with the delegation, as has 
been the convention during 
the 14 years I have been an 
MLA. Instead, the Minister 
minimized their injuries, stat-
ing that statistically, there are 
only .004 per cent of serious 
adverse events recorded in 
Saskatchewan.

However, some members of the dele-
gation (and many more who have con-
tacted my office), tell me that at first, 
their doctors acknowledged that their 
injury is vaccine-related, then back-
tracked, and will not make the report. 
This suggests vaccine injuries are seri-
ously under-reported.

Earlier this fall, I identified seeming 
statistical discrepancies in the first 10 
months of vaccine injury reports com-
pared to the next 11 months.

Those stats show that from Dec 30, 
2020, to October 26, 2021, there were 
1,229 adverse reactions to the injec-
tions, of which seven were deaths (this 
information was obtained through a 
Freedom of Information request). At 
that time 1,649,640 injections had 
been given.

Stats reported by the government as 
of Sept 18, 2022, show a total of 1,320 
adverse reactions. That means only 91 

more adverse effects were re-
ported in the next 11 months, 
during which an additional 
920,000 injections were giv-
en.

That is a drastic change 
in ratio. (Also keep in mind 
that this is over 2.5 million 
injections for a population of 
1.2 million, which more than 
doubles the risk of adverse re-
action per person.)

It is cause to wonder if the 
criteria for reporting adverse 
reactions was changed from 
2021 to 2022. If so, why and 
by whom? Or is it because 

doctors are not accurately reporting 
adverse reactions for fear of losing 
their license or being sanctioned, even 
though they are legally obligated to 
make the report?

Could this also be why we are seeing 
medical professionals leave our prov-
ince or retire early?

Last session, this government created 
special legislation to protect businesses 
and organizations from liability for de-
manding that employees, contractors, 
and students be vaccinated.

Today, there are still Saskatchewan 
employers requiring their employees 
to either take the still experimental 
mRNA injections (Editor’s note: the 
vaccines are not experimental, and 
have gone through standard testing), 
pay hundreds of dollars a month for 
testing, or lose their jobs. Even people 
who have already experienced severe 
adverse effects are not granted exemp-

tions. This, after Pfizer admitted to the 
European parliament that they never 
even tested their vaccine to see if it pre-
vented transmission. We now know it 
does not. (Editor’s note: Pfizer’s CEO, 
Albert Bourla, was transparent about 
this as early as Dec. 3, 2020, and said 
the effect of COVID-19 vaccines on 
transmission would have to be stud-
ied. Furthermore, it’s not uncommon 
for any vaccine to not be tested for its 
ability to reduce transmission until 
after it is being adminis-
tered.)

Perhaps the govern-
ment should create legis-
lation to protect doctors 
and medical profession-
als from sanctions for 
speaking out about the 
harms they are witness-
ing, or for making ad-
verse reaction reports. 
Taking the muzzle off of 
doctors is a first step that 
Health Ministers Merri-
man and Hindley could 
take to begin rebuilding 
trust in the Saskatche-
wan healthcare system.

It would also go a long 
way to retain existing 
healthcare workers and 
the new ones being re-
cruited. Government 
could do more to cre-
ate incentivized health-
care seats in our own 
post-secondary systems, 
so our own Saskatchewan 

people can more easily step into those 
careers.

For reasons that were not disclosed 
to us, Minister Hindley had a change 
of heart and DID meet with the dele-
gation after some had already left the 
building. My hope is that he will real-
ize the information this government is 
relying on is skewed, and put in place 
a transparent process where Saskatch-
ewan citizens can easily report their 
experiences.

Finding the truth about vaccine injuries

NADINE 
WILSON 

 MLA
~

 Saskatchewan 
Rivers

306-787-0615
saskrivers@sasktel.net

TENDER
Lake Country Co-op Agro is currently accepting tenders for the 
provision of Janitorial Services at our new Shellbrook Agro retail 
facility located at #400 – 7th Street East, Shellbrook, SK.
Scope of work includes daily cleaning of Office and Retail Store 
facility.
Responsibilities to include:

• Floor maintenance (sweeping, washing, vacuuming)
• Emptying garbage receptacles
• Window cleaning as required (interior/exterior)
• Wall cleaning (interior)
• Dusting
• Washroom cleaning and maintenance

Successful Applicant must be:
• Honest, trustworthy and bondable
• Able to work independently, without supervision and 

function with minimal direction
• Capable of working evenings
• Able to plan workflow and arrange supply orders

Duties expected to commence January 16, 2023.
Tender submissions to clearly state qualifications and expected 
compensation (monthly).
Tenders to be received in writing by 5PM December 16, 2022. 
Attention Jeff Rothwell, Manager, 
Lake Country Co-op Agro, Box 97, 
Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0 or email to 
jeff.rothwell@lakecountrycoop.ca
For further information or to view 
facility please contact Jeff Rothwell @ 
306-747-7361 or 306-747-2122.



The Shellbrook Silvertips con-
tinued their journey through the 
2022-2023 regular season over 
the weekend, hosting the Kinis-
tino Tigers on Saturday night 
and hitting the road against the 
Allan Flames on Sunday.

In what could have been an 
easy chance to pick up their sec-
ond win of the season against 
a Kinistino team that had only 
10 skaters, the Tips very quick-
ly learned why the Tigers have 
gone undefeated this season.

Tips (3) vs Tigers (6)
Both the Tips and the Tigers 

came out of the opening face-off 
with speed, but it was the Tigers 
who got the best of the early 
action. Capitalizing on an over-
aggressive play by the Tips de-
fence, Tyler Patterson made the 
most of a textbook give-and-go 
play, scoring with assists from 
Tyrell Wenig and Trevor Wilton.

The Tigers continued to prey 
upon the Tips as the period 
wore on, and a four-minute pen-
alty by the Tips gave them the 
momentum they needed to pile 
on the goals.

The Tips’ penalty kill held on 
for dear life through the first 
half of the Tigers’ power play, 
eventually breaking when Ryley 
Regnier took a pass and sniped 
it top shelf just shy of two min-
utes into the man advantage. 
Chase Gallant and Wilton as-
sisted on the goal.

With two minutes of pow-
er play time left to work with, 
the Tigers made the most of 
it, as Brett Boyer tallied on a 
soft wrist shot that squeaked 
through the five-hole of Tips 

goalie Jonny Nelson. Tanner 
Shultz and Ethan Rheaume pro-
vided assists on the goal.

As the penalties started to go 
the other way, the Tips’ power 
play was kept on it toes by the 
Tigers on its first attempt. Fi-
nally, with time winding down 
in the opening frame, the power 
play managed to break through.

Shayden Smith tallied first, on 
a beautiful setup from Braidon 
Turner and Dallas Galloway. 
And moments later, Turner 
scored a goal of his own, earn-
ing assists from Parker Turner 
and Devon Dicus.

The Tips came out looking 
stronger in the second period, 
and for a moment it seemed 
like the Tigers’ short bench was 
beginning to take its toll. How-
ever, Gallant quickly proved 
the Tigers wouldn’t go down 
without a fight, as he rushed in 
on the Tips’ goal and flipped a 
sharp-angled shot past Nelson 
to put Kinistino up 4-2.

Undeterred, the Tips started 
to find their rhythm through the 
middle of the period, eventu-
ally burying a juicy rebound in 
front of the Tigers’ goal to close 
the gap to 4-3. Nathaniel Martin 
scored the goal, on assists from 
Braidon Turner and Dicus.

Once again, the Tigers had an 
answer, as Boyer made the most 
of some soft defensive play by 
the Tips and buried a setup from 
behind the net. Kent Porter and 
Shultz assisted on the goal.

In a third period in which they 
were down but certainly not 
out, the Tips fell victim to a bad 
roughing call by the officials, but 

the penalty kill held strong this 
time around. Meanwhile, on of-
fence, the Tips began to rack up 
the scoring opportunities. But 
they kept coming up just short, 
and did themselves no favour by 
taking two penalties later in the 
period.

In the end, with their goalten-
der pulled in the final minutes, 
the Tips never really got a strong 
scoring chance. Instead, Shultz 
buried an empty netter, with as-
sists from Porter and Regnier, to 
give the Tigers a 6-3 win.

Tips (3) vs Flames (4)
Travelling to Allan in search 

of a much-needed win Sunday 
evening, the Tips found them-
selves in a heated battle with the 
Allan Flames.

Keith Mitchell got the back-
and-forth action going early in 
the first, scoring on assists from 
Dalyn Hoiness and Devon Gieb. 

Meanwhile, the Tips’ penalty 
kill put in some work later in 
the period, allowing Nathaniel 
Martin to break free and score 
an unassisted short-handed 
goal. But the Flames’ power play 
roared back, as Hoiness scored 
on an assist from Evan Paster-
nak to put Allan back on top.

After more than 20 minutes 
without a goal, both the Tips 
and the Flames exploded offen-

sively in the last three minutes 
of the second period.

John Martin got things start-
ed for the Tips on the power 
play, scoring on an assist from 
Nathaniel Martin. However, 
the Tips’ power play got care-
less after this, and the Flames 
made them pay by scoring two 
short-handed goals. 

Cam Brossart netted the first 
goal with an assist from John 
Usselman, then Luke Brossart 
tallied on a helper from Griffin 
MacLeod.

Closing out the flurry of scor-

ing, Braidon Turner struck un-
assisted with less than a minute 
remaining in the period to close 
the gap to 4-3.

With 20 minutes to tie things 
up in the third period, the Tips 
fell just short to cement their 
loss, falling to 1-7 on the season.

The Tips have another road 
and home split this weekend, 
beginning with a Friday night 
game in Dalmeny against the 
Dalmeny Sabres. On Saturday 
night, they’ll welcome the Wald-
heim Warriors to the Richard-
son Pioneer Recreation Centre.
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Silvertips forward Braidon Turner tries to bury a loose puck 
in front of the Kinistino goal.

 

Hon. Scott Moe, Premier
MLA for Rosthern-Shellbrook

scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

Hon. Jeremy Harrison
MLA for Meadow Lake

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

Manufacturing Generates 
Economic Growth in Saskatchewan

Did you know Saskatchewan has 1,892 manufacturing companies? They employ 
nearly 32,000 people who create the products the world needs. We are on track to 
reach the Growth Plan goal of increasing exports by 50 per cent by 2030, creating 

more jobs and supporting families. That’s growth that works for everyone.

Learn more at Saskatchewan.ca

Silvertips Nick Martin (5) and Shayden Smith (14) look on, as 
a defected shot sails into the Kinistino goal.

Innovative fuels for Small Modular Reactors
If Canada is to meet its target of net-zero emis-

sions by 2050, our country must transition to a 
diverse, innovative range of alternative sources of 
energy.

Mouna Saoudi, a materials scientist at Canadian 
Nuclear Laboratories (CNL), is using the Canadian 
Light Source at the University of Saskatchewan to 
explore how advanced nuclear fuels for small mod-
ular reactors (SMRs) could be used to help fill the 
gap between fossil fuels and renewables.

“SMRs would be an efficient way to reach net 
zero by 2050, which is an ambitious but hopefully 
achievable goal,” says Saoudi.

SMRs can power electrical grids, provide process 
heat, and offer energy solutions for various indus-
tries — such as remote mining operations.

Saoudi is currently investigating how types of 
advanced nuclear fuels behave under different re-
actor conditions. 

“My main focus is characterization of advanced 
nuclear fuels for potential use in small modular re-
actors,” Saoudi says.

The advanced fuels combine uranium oxide — 
the main element used in nuclear fuel for decades 

— with the naturally occurring and abundant ele-
ment thorium in oxide form. Saoudi says that there 
are many advantages to mixing the two elements, 
including increased efficiency and better in-reactor 
performance.

Using the HXMA beamline, Saoudi was able 
to confirm the similar distribution of the two el-
ements, uranium and thorium, in the mixed fuel 
oxides. Saoudi believes this was the first time the 
CLS has been used for this type of study.

Saoudi has been working with USask researcher 
Andrew Grosvenor from the Department of Chem-
istry. Their findings were recently published in the 
Journal of Nuclear Materials.

The CLS allowed Saoudi and her collaborators to 
investigate the electronic and local structure of the 
fuel — crucial information needed to identify the 
optimum fuel composition that would have better 
in-reactor performance than that of uranium ox-
ide.

“For this project specifically, we needed to do this 
experiment at the Canadian Light Source,” Saoudi 
said. “I hope that in the near future we will be using 
the facility for other experiments.”



When it comes to our 
health there are all kinds 
of suggestions of how to go 
about being healthier.

It ranges from fitness 
centres to those on diets 
that avoid flour or meat or 
rely only on foods avail-
able hundreds of years 
ago, to those pointing to 
the healing qualities of 
certain herbs and crystals. 
Figure out the one that 
works, and you should be 
physically better off.

But what about our 
minds?

While it is widely pro-
moted to be healthier 
physically, and many are 
at least keeping an eye on 
that element of their lives, 
it still seems less attention 
is paid to mental health.

It’s not that there are not 
services to help when we 
feel that our mind is over-
whelmed and the deci-
sions we might be making 
are detrimental, but rath-
er that seeking that help is 
still difficult for many.

We are all right telling 
a medical professional we 
have headaches or a sore 
back, but often far more 
reluctant to talk about our 
thoughts.

So, what has this all have 
to do with a column on ag-
riculture?

Well, the topic of men-
tal health was delved into 
as Sheldon Kennedy was 
the speaker recently at the 
Grain Expo Conference at 
Canadian Western Agrib-

ition.
Kennedy, an advocate 

for abuse survivors, was 
invited by Agribition CEO 
and long-time friend from 
Swift Current, Shaun 
Kindopp, to speak on the 
challenges and impacts of 
mental health and addic-
tions issues.  

Kennedy said the farm 
sector is far from immune 
from mental health issues. 
In fact, the stats are scary, 
suggesting “one-in-four 
farmers contemplated sui-
cide in the last year.”

But Kennedy said if you 
consider the pressures 
they face, it is understand-
able they feel a lot of stress.

The investment that goes 
into planting a crop, wor-
ries about whether it will 
rain and if it does whether 
it might be too much, and 
of course the season end 
prices for what is harvest-
ed, are all stressful.

While farmers can’t 
avoid the stresses of the 
career they have chosen, 
the key is to understand 
“ways to manage it,” said 
Kennedy. “It’s managing 

the stresses.”
Kennedy’s message is 

not new, but needs to be 
retold to reinforce the im-
portance of mental health 
of the farm.

In fact, back in 2017, 
Kim Keller, a farmer and 
co-founder of Saskatche-
wan Women in Agricul-
ture, said a University of 
Guelph study shows the 
level of stress being faced.

Keller told those who 
were attending a panel 
discussion about the Farm 
Fitness and Finance Fo-
rum at the Grain Millers 
Harvest Showdown in 
Yorkton that fall, that a 
study showed 35 per cent 
of farm respondents faced 
depression. Meanwhile, 
42 per cent said they faced 
high stress on a daily ba-
sis, and 58 per cent dealt 
with anxiety.

But perhaps the most 
concerning data was that 
40 per cent also said they 
wouldn’t seek help, she 
said.

Keller said that resis-
tance to find help has dire 
implications.

“In the [United] States, 
farmers are twice as likely 
to commit suicide than the 
general public,” she said. 

Mike Neilson, a ranch-
er near Willowbrook, told 
the conference he went 
through life threatening 
cancer and that created 
stress and impacted his 
mental health. He said it 
can come down to “a deci-

sion to be mentally well, to 
feel good about yourself… 
One main thing I had to 
learn… was to put myself 
first.”

Neilson said finding a 
balance when things are 
wearing on your mind is 
difficult, especially on a 
livestock farm.

“The cattle industry is 
a unique industry, in that 
you really can’t take a 
break from your animals,” 
he said. “There’s no days 
off so to speak.”

It was a theme Kennedy 
picked up on in a recent 
interview with this report-
er, where he noted there 
is the isolation as farmers 
operate on their farm away 
from co-workers who 
might sense something 
being wrong.

It can be easy to start to 
over think problems when 
driving the tractor around 
and around a field culti-
vating.

“The longer we struggle 
in our heads, the more 

steam [the problem] picks 
up,” said Kennedy.

And on the farm, you 
live the business.

“You drive down that 
lane you see the work that 
needs to be done,” said 
Kennedy.

Kennedy has been 
talking about mental 
health issues for some 
30 years, and says things 
have gotten better, but one 
senses there is far more 
progress which needs to 
be made.
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On Agriculture

Wed., Dec. 14, 2022
Regular Sale 10:00 a.m.

Sat., Dec. 17, 2022
Bred Cow & Heifer Sale 1:00 p.m.

Producers wishing to market cattle prior to sale day 
please contact the office 306-236-3411 for delivery.

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Brent 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 

please contact 
Brent, Blair or Brody

MEADOW LAKE LIVESTOCK SALES LTD.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Blair 306-240-9883 • Brody 306-240-6504  
 Office 306-236-3411 ~ Fax 306-236-3412  

Email: mlstockyards@sasktel.net ~  market info visit: www.mlstockyards.com 

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Glen 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 
please contact Brent, 

Glen, Boyd or Frederick

PRINCE ALBERT LIVESTOCK SALES

Mon., Dec. 12, 2022
Regular Sale 8:30 a.m.; Presort Sale 11:00 a.m.

Fri., Dec. 16, 2022
Bred Cow, Heifer & Pair Sale 1:00 p.m.

Producers wishing to market cattle prior 
to sale day please contact the 

office 306-763-8463 for delivery.
Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Glen 306-960-4732 • Boyd 306-841-7998 • Frederick 306-227-9505  
 Office 306-763-8463 ~ Fax 306-763-4620  

For market info visit: www.northernlivestocksales.ca 

A division of Northern Livestock Sales

Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe 
has undertaken a mission to meet with 
key stakeholders in Washington D.C., 
to identify opportunities to strengthen 
and expand the critical mineral sector 
in North America, while also exploring 
ways to address global energy concerns.

“The United States continues to be 
Saskatchewan’s single largest and most 
strategically important trading part-
ner,” Moe said. “During this time of 
global uncertainty, it’s important that 
we as a province continue to work with 
our closest allies, particularly through 
securing vital resources, and promoting 
energy security.”

Exports to the United States increased 
51.5 per cent from $13.1 billion in 2020, 
to $19.9 billion in 2021. Saskatchewan’s 
top exports to the US were crude oil, 
potash, and canola oil.

“There is also tremendous opportuni-

ty for Saskatchewan to strengthen our 
ties with our American neighbors,” Moe 
said. “Particularly in the areas of critical 
mineral development and processing, a 
field in which Saskatchewan is quickly 
becoming a world leader.”

Saskatchewan has occurrences of 36 
of the 50 commodities on the United 
States Critical Minerals List essential 
for global economic security, a growing 
population, and a low-carbon future.

Critical minerals are used in the 
manufacturing of batteries that power 
portable electronic devices and electric 
vehicles, and rare earth elements are 
poised to play a significant role in the 
economic growth of the future.

Saskatchewan is home to the first-of-
its-kind minerals to metals rare earth 
processing facility in North America.

The Premier will return to Saskatche-
wan on Dec. 8.

Premier Moe leads trade 
mission to Washington



With the holiday sea-
son fast approaching, 
the Government of Sas-
katchewan is taking ac-
tion on a number of pri-
orities it outlined in its 
speech from the throne 
at the end of October, 
starting last Thursday 
with the Saskatchewan 
Firearms Act.

The legislation is a re-
sponse to amendments to 
the federal government’s 
Bill C-21, which bans “a 
firearm that is a rifle or 
shotgun, that is capa-
ble of discharging cen-
tre-fire ammunition in a 
semi-automatic manner 
and that is designed to 
accept a detachable car-
tridge magazine with a 
capacity greater than five 
cartridges of the type for 
which the firearm was 
originally designed.”

Premier Scott Moe has 
said the bill would effec-
tively criminalize 75 per 
cent of Saskatchewan 
owners. The government 
says its bill aims to “pro-
tect the rights of lawful 
firearms owners.”

“This Act will help 
address concerns of re-
sponsible firearms own-
ers and enhance public 
safety across Saskatch-
ewan,” Corrections, Po-
licing, and Public Safety 
Minister Christine Tell 
said in a statement. “We 
take public safety seri-
ously and support ini-

tiatives that reduce the 
criminal use of firearms, 
while preventing gang 
violence and stopping il-
legal guns from entering 
our province.”

The Saskatchewan 
Firearms Act will:
• establish licensing re-

quirements for busi-
nesses or individuals 
involved in firearms 
expropriation;

• require and oversee 
fair compensation for 
any firearms being 
seized; 

• require forensic and 
ballistic testing of 
seized firearms; and

• establish a provincial 
firearms regulatory 
system that will pro-
mote the safe and re-
sponsible use of fire-
arms.

The legislation will be 
primarily administered 
by the Saskatchewan 
Firearms Office (SFO). 
The SFO will also take 
on an expanded role in 
prosecuting non-violent 
regulatory firearms of-
fenses.

“Since inception, the 
Saskatchewan Firearms 
Office has successfully 
handled public safety 
files and continues to 
work closely with police 
to ensure that gun safe-
ty laws are properly en-
forced,” Chief Firearms 
Officer Robert Freberg 
said in a statement. “The 

enhanced mandate this 
legislation provides will 
expand our office’s abil-
ity to promote respon-
sible firearms use and 
improve community 
safety.”

The government has 
dedicated approximately 
$3.2 million this fiscal 
year to begin develop-
ment of several firearms 
initiatives, including:
• establishing a Sas-

katchewan Firearms 
Ballistics Lab to sup-
port police services 
and provide timely 
access to Saskatche-
wan-based ballistics 
and firearms exper-
tise;

• establishing a Fire-
arms Compensation 
Committee to deter-
mine the fair market 
value of any firearms, 
ammunition and re-
lated accessories be-
ing expropriated by 
the federal govern-
ment;

• enhancing training 
and education re-
garding safe storage 
and firearms licens-
ing; and,

• launching a 
made-in-Saskatche-
wan marketing cam-
paign to promote fire-
arm safety and best 
practices.

Additional firearms of-
ficers are being employed 
with the SFO in a con-

tinued effort to support 
the law-abiding firearms 
community, while also 
investigating incidents 
associated with mental 
health, domestic vio-
lence and illegal activi-
ties involving firearms.

On Monday, the gov-
ernment moved to mod-
ernize the province’s 
liquor laws with the in-
troduction of an amend-
ment to the Alcohol and 
Gaming Regulation Act, 
1997.

“Reducing red tape in 
Saskatchewan’s liquor 
laws increases flexibility 
for the public and creates 
new opportunities for 
communities and busi-
ness, while remaining 
committed to ensuring 
the socially responsible 
sale and service of bev-
erage alcohol,” Minis-
ter responsible for the 
Saskatchewan Liquor 
and Gaming Authority 
(SLGA) Lori Carr said.

Among the changes:
• Providing munici-

palities and park au-
thorities with the dis-
cretion to designate 
outdoor public places 
such as parks for con-
sumption of beverage 
alcohol by individuals 
of legal drinking age;

• Simplifying the 
recorking provisions 
for permittees; 

• Allowing homemade 
beer, wine, and cider 
to be served at fam-
ily events that are 
permitted with a spe-
cial occasion permit 

including products 
manufactured at a 
U-Brew/U-Vin facili-
ty; and,

• Removing the re-
quirement that ap-
plicants publish their 
intentions to obtain a 
liquor permit in local 
newspapers. 

The changes are being 
made following discus-
sions with stakeholders. 
The Bill amending the 
legislation is expected to 
pass in spring 2023.

Finally, the govern-
ment introduced the 
Saskatchewan Revenue 
Agency Act, one of many 
pieces of legislation it 
promised as part of its 
push for greater autono-
my.

“This Act is among the 
steps our government 
is taking to protect and 
defend Saskatchewan’s 
economic autonomy, in-
dustries and jobs from 
federal intrusion and 
constitutional over-
reach,” Deputy Premier 
and Finance Minister 
Donna Harpauer said in 
a statement.

The new Act creates 
the framework for a 
new Treasury Board 
Crown corporation, the 
Saskatchewan Revenue 
Agency (SRA). The SRA 
would be responsible 
for administering taxes 
and related programs in 
Saskatchewan, includ-
ing taking control of the 
provincial portion of the 
corporate income tax 
system from the federal 

government.
The Bill is basic in its 

design, containing stan-
dard provisions required 
to establish a new gov-
ernment agency, includ-
ing its purpose, powers, 
overarching governance 
structure, accountabili-
ties, and regulation mak-
ing authority.

The government says 
the in-depth, multi-year 
work will now begin on 
establishing the struc-
ture of a new provin-
cial corporate income 
tax system. Developed 
strategies will maximize 
value for taxpayers and 
address Saskatchewan’s 
needs, the government 
says. 

“The Saskatchewan 
Revenue Agency Act is 
the first step in a larger 
undertaking related to 
transforming the prov-
ince’s corporate income 
tax system. This transi-
tion demonstrates that 
our government will take 
the necessary action to 
stand up for Saskatche-
wan,” Harpauer said.
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Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
St. John’s - Shellbrook

Sunday School, 
Live-stream worship 
service on Facebook, 

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Pastor David Bodvarson

306-747-7235
Canwood

Summer: 10 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Bob Wrench

306-468-2138
Leask Gospel Tabernacle

Sunday 11 a.m.
306-466-2296

------------------------
PRESBYTERIAN

Mistawasis
Sunday worship

11:00 a.m.
Rev. Katherine Bretzlaff

------------------------

IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN

Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship 
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 a.m.
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service

Canwood - Christ Church
Sunday, 2 p.m. - Service

Rev. Wendell Brock
306-460-7696

H.C. Service with Rev. 
Brock - 1st Sunday of the 

month  
------------------------

MENNONITE 
BRETHREN CHURCH

Blaine Lake Gospel Chapel 
109 Railway Ave. W.

Blaine Lake
306-497-3316

Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 
Worship

------------------------
EVANGELICAL FREE

Big River
11:00 a.m. - Worship

Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.
Summer: 10:30 a.m. - 12

306-469-2258
Youth Nite: Fridays

Mont Nebo
Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June – August)

306-468-2525
------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

10 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Mariusz Zajac

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Mariusz Zajac 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
Mistawasis

1st & 3rd Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Tuan Doan

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398

Praise & WorshiP

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 1:30 p.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SUNDAY

Spiritwood - 11:15 a.m.
Leoville - 9:30 a.m.

Shell Lake - 2:00 p.m.
SATURDAY

Medstead - 6 p.m. 
Everyone Welcome

Fr. Ramel Macapala 
-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

-----------------------

LAKELAND 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 4th 

St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 11:00 am

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 1st Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
3rd Sunday - 10 am 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------
MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407 - 2nd Ave .E, 

Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 am - 

Sabbath School
Sat., 11:00 am - Worship

Broadcast on 
VOAR 92.1 FM

Pastor Liviu Tilihoi
306-747-3398

-----------------------
BELBUTTE FULL 

GOSPEL
   11 am  Worship Service

-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

Praise & WorshiP

It’s Easy
to place 

a classified!
Phone

 306-747-2442
Fax:

306-747-3000
Email: 

chads@
sbchron.com



There’s a new provincial 
political party in Saskatch-
ewan, and it already holds a 
seat in the Legislature.

The Saskatchewan United 
Party has now been regis-
tered by Elections Saskatch-
ewan, and its first leader is 
Saskatchewan Rivers MLA 
Nadine Wilson, who has 
been sitting as an Indepen-
dent in the legislature since 
Sept. 2021 after resigning 
from the Sask. Party Caucus 
over claims she misrepre-
sented her COVID-19 vacci-
nation status.

Since then, she has been a 
constant voice for those who 
oppose the COVID-19 man-
dates imposed by both the 
provincial and federal gov-
ernments, as well as those 
who claim to have been ad-
versely affected by vaccines. 
She has also called on both 
governments to launch for-
mal inquiries into their han-
dling of the pandemic.

Speaking to reporters fol-
lowing Question Period in 
the Legislature last Thurs-
day, Wilson appeared some-
what surprised to learn she 

was the Sask. United Party’s 
new leader.

“Apparently, I am. I don’t 
have my papers, but this is 
what people are telling me. 
They read it somewhere,” she 
said.

The Sask. United Party 
began as a steering commit-
tee in December 2021. The 
party’s leadership says the 
committee was founded in 
response to “overwhelming 
calls from all corners of the 
province both in rural and 
large municipalities, as to 
the political, economic, and 

social crisis taking place in 
Saskatchewan.”

The steering committee 
says it spent four months in-
vestigating these concerns, 
and chose to form a new pro-
vincial political party, “with 
the aim of bringing the prov-
ince back together and heal-
ing the many divides which 
have existed as a result of 
the mismanagement, incom-
petence, and in some cases, 
perceived misfeasance of 
various levels of the current 
Government of Saskatche-
wan.”

Many of the Sask. United 
Party’s concerns were about 
the current Government of 
Saskatchewan’s handling of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and in particular Premier 
Scott Moe’s comments last 
fall that life would “get un-
comfortable” for those who 
refused to be vaccinated.

At the time of these com-
ments, Saskatchewan was in 
the midst of the highly infec-
tious Omicron wave, which 
overwhelmed the province’s 
ICUs and forced patients (al-

most all of them unvaccinat-
ed) to be moved to Ontario 
for care.

Joining Wilson in the 
Sask. United Party’s ranks as 
an advisor is former Battle-
fords-Lloydminster MP and 
Agriculture Minister Gerry 
Ritz, who says he was left 
“politically homeless” after 
Premier Moe’s comments 
last fall. Ritz says there’s a lot 
of angst in the province over 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
is critical of how both the 
federal and the provincial 
governments have handled 
it.

“We’re looking at lots of 
money that has been spent 
with no accountability re-
ally attached to it yet,” Ritz 
said when the party made its 
initial announcement about 
seeking official recognition 
as a political party. “We’re 
looking at a health-care sys-
tem that is still overburdened 
with backup surgeries and so 
on that were never taken into 
account.”

“At the end of the day, it’s 
the lack of a plan,” he add-

ed. “Saskatchewan has a 
lot of autonomy within this 
confederation we call Cana-
da that I don’t think they’re 
exercising the way that they 
could.”

Apart from its focus on the 
pandemic, the Sask. United 
Party says its guiding prin-
ciples include human rights 
and civil liberties for all, 
an improved and localized 
health system, a school cur-
riculum free of ideologies, a 
focus on provincial over na-
tional and international in-
terests, accountability, con-
sultation, and transparency, 
small government with less 
bureaucracy, economic pros-
perity, balanced budgets and 
lower taxes, improved social 
programs, personal respon-
sibility over government in-
trusion, and environmental 
stewardship.

However, Wilson says she 
plans to be a voice for every-
one in the province.

“Whatever the people of 
Saskatchewan want me to 
bring forward,” she said, “I’m 
there to listen for them.”
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Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 9 am - 5 pm; Wednesday 9 am - 5 
pm; Friday 9 am - 5 pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm; Thursday 10 am - 3 pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 12:30 pm - 4 pm; Wednesday 12:30 
pm - 4 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11 am - 6 pm; Friday 11 am - 5 pm; Satur-
day 10 am - 4 pm. Contact us for more info 306-497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11:30 am - 4:30 pm; Thursday 11:30 am - 
4:30 pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Tuesday 10 am - 4 pm; 
Thursday 10 am - 4 pm; Friday 12 pm - 5 pm. Kids Club is Fridays 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm, 
Crafter’s Choice is the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month.
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10 am - 3 pm; Wednesday 3 pm - 7 pm.  
Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 10:30 am - 4:30 pm; 
Wednesday 3 pm - 7pm; Friday 10:30 am - 4:30 pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 2 pm - 7 pm; Thursday 2 pm - 8 pm; Saturday 
9 am - 2 pm. For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway Ave., 
West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2 pm - 6 pm; Tuesday 12 pm - 8 pm; 
Wednesday 2 pm - 8 pm; Thursday 12 pm - 6 pm; Friday 9 am - 4 pm. 
SHELLBROOK & AREA: Christmas Hampers (Shellbrook, Parkside Holbein, Mont 
Nebo & Canwood) Those requesting Christmas Food Hampers, pick up an application 
form from any church, Bigway or Parkside General Store. Complete the form and make 
sure the application is sent to: Ministerial Association Food Bank, PO Box 97, Holbein, 
Sask., S0J 1G0, post marked by Dec. 11, 2022 (no later). Hamper pick-up: December 
20, 5:30 - 7:30. Phone Dave Bodvarson 306-747-7235 or Dave Whalley 306-747-2804.
SHELLBROOK: Time to get LIT! Register your home for the Twinkle Tour by Decem-
ber 8: shellbrooktwinkletour@gmail.com Tour: December 10. $300 - 1st place, $200 
2nd place, $100 3rd place.
SHELLBROOK: Kinette Club of Shellbrook & Shellbrook Recreation – Santa Fun Day 
– Saturday, December 10 from 1:30 pm - 4:30 pm at the Shellbrook Community Hall. 
Pictures with Santa, Christmas Crafts, Cookie Decorating, Santa Letter Writing, Hot 
Chocolate. Please bring a non-perishable food item.

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

Minutes of Spiritwood 
Town Council meetings

(Where necessary, the following minutes 
may have been edited for clarity or brevity)

The regular meeting of the Council of the 
Town of Spiritwood was held in the Council 
Chambers at the Spiritwood Town Office, 212 
Main Street, on Oct. 25, 2022, at 7 p.m.

In attendance were, Mayor Gary von Hol-
wede, Councillor Jim Bedi, Councillor Brad 
Nemish, Councillor Bryan Wingerter, Coun-
cillor Ragnar Latus, Councillor George Pretli, 
and Acting Administrator Brenda Beaulac. 
Absent was Councillor Kiera Andres.

A quorum being present, Mayor Gary von 
Holwede called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 

Pretli: That the agenda be adopted as pre-
sented to form part of the minutes. Carried

Council: That the minutes of the Oct. 11, 
2022, council meeting be adopted as present-
ed. Carried

Wingerter: That we approve NLEDC Oct. 
17, 2022, funding request of $20,000. Carried

Latus: That the correspondence be filed as 
presented. Carried

Wingerter: That we approve the Accounts 
for Ratification, Payments #1055-1062 in the 
amount of $7,700. Carried

Nemish: That we approve the accounts for 
payment; Cheque No. 32287-32299, and pay-
ments #1063-1067 & 10665 in the amount of 
$49,390.15. Carried

Bedi: That the Bank Reconciliations for the 
month of September 2022 be filed as present-
ed. Carried

Wingerter: That the Financial Statement 
for the month of September 2022 be ap-
proved as presented. Carried

Wingerter: That the verbal reports be ac-
cepted as presented. Carried

Bedi: That Bylaw 545/22 - a bylaw to Incur 
Debt for Physician Housing be read a first 
time. Carried

Wingerter: That Bylaw 545/22 - a bylaw to 
Incur Debt for Physician Housing be read a 
second time. Carried

Latus: That Bylaw 545/22 - a bylaw to Incur 
Debt for Physician Housing be given three 
readings at this meeting. Carried

Council: That Bylaw 545/22 - a bylaw to 
Incur Debt for Physician Housing be read a 
third time and finally adopted. Carried

Nemish: That we approve forwarding the 
outstanding utility accounts past due 90 
days as of Nov. 24, 2022, to the Tax Roll as 
attached to form part of the minutes. Carried

Wingerter: That we charge SARCS for 50 
per cent of the Civic Center rental to cover 
the caretaker wages and utility costs for the 
Community Christmas Party (Festival of 

Treats) on Dec. 2, 2022. Carried
Wingerter: That we ratify the decision to 

hire Sue Kahl as the SARCS full time Events 
and Recreation Assistant for the maternity 
leave position at a rate of $20/hour effective 
Oct. 17, 2022. Carried

Latus: That this meeting be adjourned at 
7:53 p.m. and that the next meeting of Spirit-
wood Town Council be held at 7 p.m. on Nov. 
8, 2022. Carried

Nov. 8
The regular meeting of the Council of the 

Town of Spiritwood was held in the Council 
Chambers at the Spiritwood Town Office, 212 
Main Street, on Nov. 8, 2022, at 7 p.m.

In attendance were, Deputy Mayor Jim 
Bedi, Councillor Brad Nemish, Councillor 
Bryan Wingerter, Councillor Ragnar Latus, 
Councillor George Pretli, Assistant Admin-
istrator Brenda Beaulac, and Administrator 
Rhonda Saam.

A quorum being present, Deputy Mayor 
James Bedi called the meeting to order at 7 
p.m.

Pretli: That the agenda be adopted as pre-
sented to form part of the minutes. Carried

Wingerter: That the minutes of the Oct. 25, 
2022, council meeting be adopted as present-
ed. Carried

Nemish: That the correspondence be filed 
as presented. Carried

Wingerter: That we approve the Accounts 
for Ratification, Cheque No. 32300 to 32303 
and Payments #1068 to 1089 in the amount 
of $45,870.23. Carried

Wingerter: That we approve the accounts 
for payment; Cheque No. 32304 to 32331, 
and payments #1090 to 1093 in the amount 
of $101,707.81. Carried

Latus: That the verbal reports be accepted 
as presented. Carried

Councillor Bryan Wingerter contacted all 
the out-of-town residents regarding snow re-
moval services.

Nemish: That we ratify the appointments of 
Jim Bedi and Gary von Holwede as the Town 
Elected Official appointments on the SARCS 
board as of Oct 26, 2022. Carried

Pretli: That we approve the funding request 
from SARCS of $60,000 for general opera-
tion expenses. Carried

Wingerter: That we approve Lottery Li-
cense #220062-021 for the Spiritwood High 
School Grad Toy Bingo. Carried

Nemish: That this meeting be adjourned at 
7:22 p.m. and that the next meeting of Spirit-
wood Town Council be held at 7 p.m. on Nov. 
22, 2022.



(Where necessary, the fol-
lowing minutes may have been 
edited for clarity or brevity)

The Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting of the Council of the 
Rural Municipality of Leask 
No. 464 held in the Leask Com-
munity Hall on Wednesday, 
Aug. 17, 2022. 

Council Meeting was called 
to order by Reeve Craig Ham-
ilton at 9 a.m. 

Present were Acting Reeve 
Craig Hamilton, Administra-
tor Riannon Nelson and the 
following Council members: 
Keith Junk - Division No. 1, 
Real Diehl - Division No. 2, 
Gordon Stieb - Division No. 3, 
Joan Sanftleben - Division 4, 
Matthew McNeice - Division 5, 
and Clarke Gossen - Division 
No. 6.

Gossen: That we acknowl-
edge Matthew McNeice Di-
vision 5 Councillor elected 
by acclamation in the 2022 
by-election. Carried

Junk: That the oath of office 
by Councillor Matthew McNe-
ice be accepted. Carried

Diehl: That the minutes of 
the Aug. 17, 2022, Regular 
Council Meeting be approved 
as presented. Carried

Stieb: That the minutes of the 
Aug. 24, 2022, Special Council 
Meeting be approved as pre-
sented. Carried

Sanftleben: That the minutes 
of the Sept. 22, 2022, Special 
Council Meeting be approved 
as presented. Carried

A Conflict of Interest was 
declared by Reeve Hamilton, 
Councillor Junk, Councillor 
Diehl, Councillor Sanftleben 
and Councillor Gossen.

McNeice: That regarding the 
Code of Ethics complaint #1-
2022, Council delegates the 
authority to appoint an investi-
gator to the Designated Officer. 
Carried

Gossen: That Council Indem-
nity be approved for payment 
as presented for September 
and October. Carried

Junk: That we approve the 
payments as listed on the 
attached “List of Accounts 
for Approval” for a total of 
$518,470.31, Council Indem-
nity for September, Payroll Di-

rect Deposit for Pay Periods 16 
& 17 for 2022. Carried

Diehl: That we approve the 
payments as listed on the 
attached “List of Accounts 
for Approval” for a total of 
$139,924.71, Council Indem-
nity for October, Payroll Direct 
Deposit for Pay Periods 18 & 19 
for 2022. Carried

Stieb: That we receive the 
Bank Reconciliation for Au-
gust 2022. Carried

Sanftleben: That we receive 
the Bank Reconciliation for 
September 2022. Carried

McNeice: That we approve 
the Statement of Financial Ac-
tivities for August 2022. Car-
ried

Gossen: That we approve the 
Statement of Financial Activi-
ties for September 2022. Car-
ried

Junk: That we acknowledge 
the Administrator’s call for the 
first meeting of Council to be 
held on Nov. 10, 2022. Carried

Diehl: That we set Nov. 10, 
2022, at 9:15 a.m. for the Bylaw 
5-2022, Public Hearing at the 
Leask Municipal Office located 
at 231 1st Ave South in Leask, 
SK. Carried

Stieb: That we set Nov. 10, 
2022, at 9:30 a.m. for the By-
law 4-2022, Public Hearing at 
the Leask Municipal Office lo-
cated at 231 1st Ave South in 
Leask, SK. Carried

Sanftleben: That Bylaw 06-
2022 attached hereto and 
forming a part of these min-
utes, being a bylaw of the Rural 
Municipality of Leask No. 464 
to repeal bylaws, now be read 
the first time. Carried

McNeice: That Bylaw 06-
2022 attached hereto and 
forming a part of these min-
utes, being a bylaw of the Rural 
Municipality of Leask No. 464 
to repeal bylaws, now be read 
the second time. Carried

Gossen: That we agree to 
give third reading of Bylaw 06-
2022 at this meeting. Carried

Junk: That Bylaw 06-2022 
attached hereto and forming a 
part of these minutes, being a 
bylaw of the Rural Municipal-
ity of Leask No. 464 to repeal 
bylaws, now be read the third 
time and adopted. Carried

Diehl: That we advise the 
Community Planning Branch 
of the Ministry of Government 
Relations that we recommend 
approval of the Application 
to Subdivide Land of Jaran 
Farms, Leask, Sask., for the 
purpose of subdividing Parcel 
A from the NE 19-47-05 W3 as 
the site exceeds the minimum 
site area requirements of Sec-
tion 5 of the Municipal Zoning 
Bylaw 2-2020. Carried

Stieb: That the administrator 
report be accepted as present-
ed. Carried

Sanftleben: Be it resolved 
Council acknowledges an ap-
plication to the Ministry of 
Government Relations’ for ap-
proval of potential funding in 
the amount of $25,000 from 
the Targeted Sector Support 
(TSS) Initiative Cost-Shared 
Grant for future capacity build-
ing in partnership with the 
following municipal partners: 
R.M. of Great Bend No. 405, 
RM of Mayfield No. 406, RM 
of Meeting Lake No. 466, RM 
of Blaine Lake No. 434, RM 
of Round Hill No. 467, RM of 
Redberry No. 435, RM of Spir-
itwood No. 496, RM of Leask 
No. 464, and RM of Medstead 
No.497.

Be it further resolved Council 
commits to fund the pro-rated 
portion of 25 per cent munici-
pal contribution amount; 

And be it further resolved 
Council authorizes the Admin-
istrator to execute the funding 
agreement should it be ap-
proved by the Ministry. Car-
ried

McNeice: That we apply for 
a credit card in the Rural Mu-
nicipality of Leask No. 464 for 
Jayson Smith for Rural Munic-
ipality business. Carried

Gossen: That we contact But-
ler to arrange to have them 
complete our top cut on our 
main roads. Carried

Junk: That we authorize the 
weed inspector to address the 
Toad Flax weed on the Meadow 
Grove Road and we acknowl-
edge this will be over the 2022 
budgeted figure. Carried

Diehl: That we agree to a Re-
gional Emergency Operations 
Committee with the purpose 

being to create a regional EMO 
coordinator. Carried

Stieb: That we acknowledge 
the letter received from Ju-
lia Lamontagne regarding the 
D’Amour Road proposed name 
change. Carried

Sanftleben: That we send a 
registered letter to Christine 
Melnyk notifying her that her 
behavior towards RM staff 
was inappropriate on Aug. 26, 
2022. All communications in 
the future shall be directed 
through her division Council-
lor. Carried

McNeice: That we instruct 
the Administrator to make 
application to Affinity Cred-
it Union for Business Online 
Banking for customizable ac-
cess and audit controls to bet-
ter manage our accounts and 
added security. Carried

Gossen: That we offer the 
position of Superintendent of 
Public Works to Jayson Smith 
at $45.00 per hour during a 
3-month probation period then 
increasing to $48.00 per hour. 
The use of the RM truck with 
fuel card and four weeks holi-
day. Carried

Junk: That we designate 
Leask Happy Homesteaders 
Hall at 231 A 1st Ave South, 
Leask, SK as the polling place 
for the 2022 Municipal Elec-
tions. Carried

Diehl: That upon consulta-
tions with Municipal Advisory 
Services and SARM Legal, we 
amend the election Procedure 
Policy for the Organized Ham-
let of Pelican Cove to follow 
Section 25 of The Municipali-
ties Regulations. Carried

Stieb: That we authorize all 
of Council and the Adminis-
trator to attend the Mid Term 
Convention in Saskatoon Nov. 
16 and 17, 2022, with voting 
delegates being Councillor 
Gossen and Councillor Diehl. 
Carried

Sanftleben: That we send a 
letter of support for the Rural 
Municipality of Blaine Lake 
No. 434 to Premier Moe re-
questing increased funding for 
the Provincial Disaster Assis-
tance Program. Carried

McNeice: That we appoint 
Sheila Kiszka as a Nomination 

Officer (in the absence of the 
Returning Officer). Carried

Gossen: That we send the 
current union contract to 
SARM Legal for review before 
negotiations begin this fall. 
Carried

Junk: That we send a letter of 
support for the Redberry Lake 
Biosphere region expansion. 
Carried

Diehl: That we reimburse 
Sandra Evans for cutting grass 
on municipal reserve in Island 
View for the amount of $250. 
Carried

Stieb: That we recognize Em-
ployee Erin Robertson’s 7 years 
of service with the Village of 
Canwood. Carried

Sanftleben: That we ac-
knowledge the information 
provided by Patricia Henbid 
regarding her dock and send a 
letter of response. Carried

Gossen: That we send our 
employees to Dwayne Tanchuk 
for Power Mobile Equipment 
training. Carried

Junk: That regarding SE 14-
46-04 W3 converting to re-
serve status we notify Beardy’s 
& Okemasis’ Cree Nation that 
there is a cemetery located on 
the property. Carried

Diehl: That we purchase a 
used A-Frame with new cylin-
der from Capital I Industries as 
per quote 5998KI for Unit #16. 
Carried

Stieb: That we authorize the 
purchase of 2 One-Way Snow 
Plow from Capital I Industries 
as per Quote 5984KI in the 
amount of $73,000 plus appli-
cable taxes with January 2023 
delivery. Carried

Sanftleben: That the Su-
perintendent of Public Works 
written and verbal reports be 
accepted as presented. Carried

McNeice: That we tender the 
Western Star Tandem truck 
with a close date of Nov. 9, 
2022. Tenders will be opened 
at the Nov. 10, 2022, council 
meeting with the highest or 
any tender not necessarily ac-
cepted. Carried

Gossen: That the correspon-
dence be received and filed. 
Carried

Junk: That this meeting be 
adjourned at 2:18 p.m. Carried
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Talk about the Winni-
peg Blue Bombers en-
suring their dynasty sta-
tus with a third-straight 
Grey Cup victory — and 
that talk would certain-
ly have been expanded 
upon in this space —was 
short-circuited by the To-
ronto Argonauts at Mo-
saic Stadium in Regina 
Nov. 21, bringing to an 
end quite an eventful Ca-
nadian Football League 
season.

The Bombers, domi-
nant all season and 33-7 
in the last three years, 
counting playoff games, 
are still the model teams 
strive to emulate, but 
a blocked field goal by 
the Argos in the dying 
seconds gave Toronto a 
24-23 victory in an ex-
citing season finale. Ar-
gos’ backup QB Chad 
Kelly replaced McLeod 
Bethel-Thompson in the 
second half, and was pin-
point sharp in his pass-
ing and evasive while on 
the run. The highlight for 
the Bombers was a 102-
yard punt return for a TD 
by Janarion Grant.

Having the Argonauts 
win the Grey Cup is a 

positive for the CFL, 
which needs all the atten-
tion it can get from Can-
ada’s largest city, where 
the Maple Leafs, Blue 
Jays, and Raptors dom-
inate the sporting scene. 
Still, with Toronto-based 
TSN having rights to ev-
ery CFL game, one would 
think the promotion 
by the network would 
be excessive. Sadly, it’s 
not, as TSN tends to go 
overboard on promoting 
the National Football 
League, shunting the 
CFL to the lower shelf.

However, the CFL ap-
pears to be on the rise. 
Remember the 2021 
talk about Dwayne (The 
Rock) Johnson spear-
heading a group which 
wanted to incorporate 
the CFL into a proposed 
XFL? That didn’t fly, 
thankfully, and the CFL 
has done quite well on 
its own, thank you very 
much.

While Most Outstand-
ing Player Zach Collaros 
and the Bombers dom-
inated the regular sea-
son, the biggest story of 
2022 was written by a 
quarterback from On-

tario, Nathan Rourke, 
who almost overnight 
became the face of the 
league. Rourke — a rarity 
as a Canadian QB — was 
named starting quarter-
back of the B.C. Lions af-
ter Michael Reilly retired 
at the end of last season, 
and almost immediately 
became a folk hero — in 
B.C. at least. The Lions, 
who were 5-9 and 5-13 in 
their two previous sea-
sons (2020 was wiped 
out), posted an 8-1 record 
in their first nine games 
(the Lions surpassed the 
40-point mark in four of 
those wins) before Ro-
urke suffered a foot inju-
ry in a game against Sas-
katchewan on Aug. 19. 

He missed two months 
before starting the last 
regular-season game of 
the year. Rourke still fin-
ished with 28 touchdown 
passes and rushed for 
329 yards (8.1 yards per 
carry) and was named 
the league’s Top Canadi-
an player.

As a Canadian by birth, 
but schooled in football 
at Ohio University, Ro-
urke has garnered more 
than a little interest from 
NFL teams. He report-
edly worked out with a 
couple of them in No-
vember and while CFL 
fans would love to see 
him succeed at the high-
est level, they’d also love 
to see him perform his 
magic for the next few 
years north of the border.

• Taking a shot at beer 
quality, Late Show host 
Stephen Colbert, on the 
Budweiser announce-
ment that its warehouse 
full of beer, after the Qa-
tar government banned 
stadium suds’ sales, 
would go to the win-
ning country: “Now why 
would you ruin their cel-
ebration like that?”

• Headline at the Brit-

ish newspaper iSport, af-
ter England and the U.S. 
played to a 0-0 World 
Cup tie: “Football 0 Soc-
cer 0”

• Comedy writer Brad 
Dickson of Omaha: 
“Happy Thanksgiving. 
This year I’m thankful 
for the Indiana, Rutgers 
and North Dakota foot-
ball programs or else the 
Nebraska Cornhuskers 
would be about to finish 
0-12.”

• Comedy writer Alex 
Kaseberg: “At the World 
Cup, I don’t want to say 
the FIFA referees are cor-
rupt, but they wear a coin 
machine on their belts to 
make correct change for 
on-field bribes.”

• Mike Bianchi of the 
Orlando Sentinel: “Do 
you think Abraham Lin-
coln would have declared 
Thanksgiving a national 
holiday if he had known  
it would mean the Lions 
play every year?”

• Columnist Norman 
Chad, on Twitter: “If 
Gisele had filed for di-
vorce from Tom Brady 
during a Buccaneers 
game, she would’ve got-
ten flagged for roughing 

the passer.”
• RJ Currie of sports-

deke.com: “Winnipeg 
kicker Marc Liegghio 
missed his last convert in 
the Grey Cup, which the 
Blue Bombers lost by one 
point. Note to the Bomb-
ers: Liegghio ... Let him 
go.”

• Headline at theonion.
com: “British World Cup 
Attendees Accused Of 
Smuggling Alcohol Into 
Stadium Through Blood-
streams”

• Headline at fark.
com: “Ronaldo becomes 
first man to score in five 
World Cups. He also 
scored a goal in each of 
them.”

• Another fark.com 
offering: “England vs. 
U.S.A. World Cup match 
is serious business. The 
loser has to keep James 
Corden.”

• Dwight Perry of the 
Seattle Times: “The U.S. 
men played to 1-1 (Wales) 
and 0-0 (England) ties 
in World Cup pool play. 
Hey, if at first you don’t 
succeed, tie, tie again.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca
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Argos’ Grey Cup victory a boost for CFL

SportSSportS

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

Elks split pair of weekend games
The Parkland U18 AA Elks capped 

off a busy week of hockey with a Friday 
night home game against the West Cen-
tral Wheat Kings, and a trip to North 
Battleford to face the North West Stars.

Fresh off two losses during the week, 
the Elks were hoping for a return to the 
win column. As has been the case for 
much of the 2022-2023 regular season 
campaign, the weekend brought a mixed 
bag of a win and a loss.

Elks (4) vs Kings (3)
Having already bested the Wheat 

Kings in their first meeting of the sea-
son, the Elks came into Friday night’s 
game at the Richardson Pioneer Recre-
ation Centre knowing they had what it 
takes to win. And they proved it near the 
midway point of the first period, when 
Corvan Stewart opened the scoring on 
an assist from Bronson Parker.

The Wheat Kings had an answer just 
a few minutes later, in the form of a goal 
from Dawson Rusk, assisted by Hudson 
Bretzer. However, the Elks managed to 
remain just one step ahead, thanks to a 
goal from Cody Morash. Kendon Ska-
licky and Brendan Aug assisted on the 
goal.

Continuing the back-and-forth well 
into the second period, it was the Wheat 
Kings’ turn to get on the board and knot 
the game up at 2-2. Emerson Cey tallied, 
with an assist from Bretzer. And late in 
the period, the Elks’ reclaimed their lead 

on a goal from Kaiden Couture, assisted 
by Luke Evans and Chase Hansen.

Early in the third period, Evans gave 
the Elks the insurance marker they 
needed with a helper from Kamden 
Shewchuk, and a rare assist for goalten-
der Hunter Nakonechny.

With an assist from Austin Burton, 
The Kings’ Jace Reichert would pull his 
team back within one just a couple min-
utes later, but the Elks hung on for dear 
life to skate away with a 4-3 victory.

Elks (1) vs Stars (3)
Having squeaked out a win against the 

Wheat Kings on home ice Friday night, 
the Elks travelled to North Battleford 
on Sunday afternoon looking to keep 
the momentum going against the North 
West Stars. In the end, penalties may 
have been the only thing that kept them 
from doing so.

The game was too close to call, until 
an Elks penalty allowed the Stars’ Ca-
leb Pockrant to draw first blood for his 
team, with assists from Hayden Mesza-
ros and Tyson Ziegler. The power play 
was also a boon for the Elks, however, 
allowing Luke Evans to tie things up at 
1-1 on assists from Brody Anderson and 
Colton Sommerfeld.

Though getting shots on goal didn’t 
prove to be a problem for either team 
throughout the game, the next goal, 
scored by the Stars, didn’t come until 
after the halfway point of the second pe-
riod. Once again, it came on the power 
play in the form of a goal by Meszaros. 
Devante Pratt and Pockrant earned as-
sists on the play.

Though the Elks tightened up their 
defences and played a cleaner game 
through the final period, their power 

play failed to make the most of the two 
opportunities it was given. Even pulling 
the goalie in the final minutes of play 
didn’t tip the scales in the favour of the 
Elks, instead allowing Pratt to score an 
empty netter with one second remain-
ing on the clock to put the Stars up 3-1. 
Pockrant and Meszaros assisted on the 
goal.

With the win and the loss (after their 
two losses during the week), the Elks 
now sit at 6-9-1-0 on the season, good 
enough to keep them in ninth place in 
the Centre Four Conference standings.

The Elks will continue to be busy as 
the Christmas season approaches, play-
ing a pair of home games against North 
East and the Saskatoon Sabercats on 
Thursday and Friday night, respective-
ly, before hitting the road for a Sunday 
showdown with the North West Stars.

Support the local businesses that keep your community and its newspapers thriving.

PUT YOUR MONEY  
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS  
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“Not forsaking the assembling to-
gether of ourselves as is the custom 
with some, but encouraging one an-
other, and so much more as you see the 
Day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:25)

The writer of Hebrews, by writing 
this verse, is saying; Some evidently 
had stopped attending services. Maybe 
due to persecution we are not told.

The writer of Hebrews in this verse, 
when talking about assembling to-
gether, is referring to the local, phys-
ical gathering of believers. Notice the 
emphasis in this verse is on not what 
a believer gets from the assembly, but 
rather what he can’ contribute’ to an 
assembly.

Faithfulness through church atten-
dance, someone pointed out, “encour-
ages others and provokes them to love 
and good works.”

One strong motive for faithfulness is 
the coming of Christ.

I read since 1946 church attendance 
has been on decline. Some suggest we 
are competing with things like kids’ 
sports schedules, or the cottage on the 
weekend. Now, in this age we are living 
through, people can watch church on 
demand at their convenience.

The word church, or in Greek, Ekkle-
sia, simply means “called out ones.”

I read recently why church is import-
ant.

1. Well, you become part of a commu-
nity. It is a big family.

2. It is a loyal community “Regard-
less of what you’ve done or what you 
may be going through, the Christian 
family has a proven history of not giv-
ing up on people, no matter their past 
or present.”

3. We become part of the greatest hu-
manitarian non-profit movement this 
world has ever seen. Tom Morris put it 
this way “We (the church) are the only 
organization on the planet that exists 
for the benefit of its non-members.” In-
deed, churches have spear headed or-
phanages, hospitals, schools and uni-
versities.

4. Church helps to develop “inner and 
outer being.” It has been put this way, 
“No other place on the planet develops 
character and morality like the church 
does.”

5. Last but not least, church is a place 
where we experience God.

Blessings, 
Pastor D. Bodvarson, SPA 

Good News
~

Not forsakiNG the assembliNG 
of ourselves 

Elayne Kirsten Tarzwell
November 10, 1941 – 

November 29, 2022
It is with great sadness 

we announce the passing 
of Elayne Kirsten Tar-
zwell on Tuesday, No-
vember 29, 2022, after 
a short, but courageous 
battle with cancer. She 
was 81 at the time of her 
passing.

Elayne was born on 
November 10, 1941 in 
Canwood, Saskatchewan 
to Amil and Gertrude 
Grimm. After the death 
of her cherished father, 
Elayne moved with her 
mother and siblings to 
Parkside, Saskatchewan, 
which is the place she al-
ways considered home.

After a precocious 
childhood on the Cana-
dian prairies, Elayne en-
tered the Misericordia 

School of Nursing in Ed-
monton, Alberta in 1962. 
After graduating from 
the University of Alber-
ta in 1965, she moved to 
Fairview, Alberta where 
she began a long and sto-
ried career as a public 
health, hospital, and doc-
tor’s office nurse. In 1991 
the family relocated to 
Didsbury, Alberta, where 
Elayne again held a vari-
ety of nursing positions.

Along with her profes-
sional career, that includ-
ed being a member of the 
Fairview Hospital Board, 
Elayne selflessly volun-
teered her time with the 
Kinnettes, Girl Guides of 
Canada, Canadian Can-
cer Society, and Eastern 
Star. She was also an avid 
curler, downhill skier, 
hockey/baseball mom, 
and later in life began to 
hike in the Rocky Moun-
tains.

It was in Fairview 
where Elayne met and 
married her beloved hus-
band Donald Bryce Tar-
zwell in 1966. They had 
their daughter Heather 
Dawn in 1969 who was 
followed by their first son 
Bryce Donald in 1972. 
Their second son, Kir-
by Amiel, was born in 
1979. Nothing brought 
Elayne more joy than her 

grandchildren. Grand-
daughters Emerson and 
Sayler were born in 2001, 
and grandsons Kane and 
Kable were born in 2003 
and 2013, respectively.

Elayne was 
predeceased by her father 
Amil Grimm in 1953, 
brother Alfred Grimm 
in 1981, brother Maurice 
Grimm in 1982, mother 
Gertrude Grimm in 1994, 
sister Vivian Martin in 
2000, and sister Norma 
Grimm in 2007. She is 
survived by her husband 
Donald Tarzwell, 
daughter Heather 
Tarzwell, granddaughter 
Emerson Dubé, grandson 
Kane Dubé, son Bryce 
Tarzwell, daughter-in-
law Marcia Tarzwell, 
granddaughter Sayler 
Tarzwell, grandson Kable 
Tarzwell, son Kirby 
Tarzwell, and daughter-
in-law Gabrielle White.

A yet to be scheduled 
memorial will be held 
for Elayne in Parkside, 
Saskatchewan. If friends 
desire, memorial tributes 
can be made to the Cana-
dian Cancer Society. 

Heartland Funeral 
Services Olds entrusted 
with arrangements. Con-
dolences may be made or 
viewed at heartlandfu-
neralservices.com

Obituary
~

Elayne Kirsten Tarzwell

CORRECTION
In the Dec. 1st edi-
tion of the Shellbrook 
Chronicle & Spirit-
wood Herald, in Ben-
ny Bittner’s obituary it 
read “Benny was pre-
deceased by a broth-
er-in-law – William 
Schapansky” which 
should have read 
“William Donald”. 
Beau “Lac” Funeral 
Home apologizes for 
the error.

Changes reduce barriers for 
out-of-province workers

Minister of Immigration 
and Career Training Jere-
my Harrison announced 
new, comprehensive regu-
lations that reduce admin-
istrative credential recog-
nition barriers faced by 
workers from other prov-
inces and those trained 
internationally, enabling 
them to work in regulated 
occupations in Saskatche-
wan more quickly.

“Under these regula-
tions, regulatory bodies 
will have 50 days to assess 
an internationally trained 
applicant’s training, ex-
perience, and qualifica-
tions and indicate if they 
are qualified to work in 
Saskatchewan or what 
specific steps they need 
to take to become quali-
fied,” Harrison said in a 
statement. “Additionally, 
workers certified in other 
provinces or territories 
will receive recognition of 
their certification within 
20 days. These will be the 
fastest processing times 
in Canada.”

Saskatchewan has in-
credible opportunities in 
nearly all regulated occu-
pations. The introduction 
of these regulations will 
reduce the red tape and 
regulatory burden associ-
ated with the assessment 
of credentials in these oc-

cupations, allowing indi-
viduals to begin working 
sooner here in the prov-
ince.

“I hear from employers 
every day that the big-
gest challenge they are 
facing is an acute labour 
market shortage. These 
changes will directly re-
duce the impact this has 
on Saskatchewan by ex-
panding the talent pools 
and increasing the hu-
man resources necessary 
to support the continuing 
growth of our province,” 
Harrison said.

The regulations, enti-
tled The Labour Mobili-
ty and Fair Registration 
Practices Regulations, 
were brought in under 
The Labour Mobility and 
Fair Registration Practic-
es Act, which was intro-
duced earlier this year. 
Examples of regulated oc-
cupations include: profes-
sional engineers; physi-
cians; surgeons; lawyers; 
teachers; and registered 
nurses.

The province is also de-
veloping the International 
Credential Recognition 
Grant (ICRG) to assist 
newcomers with foreign 
qualification recognition 
costs required to obtain 
licensure. Providing up 
to $6,000 per application, 

this program will target 
internationally trained, 
health care workers who 
already reside in Sas-
katchewan but have been 
unable to obtain licen-
sure. By implementing 
aggressive timelines and 
providing navigation and 
financial supports for in-
ternationally trained new-
comers, Saskatchewan is 
becoming a top destina-
tion of choice for skilled 
workers.

With the Government 
of Saskatchewan’s Health 
Human Resources (HHR) 
Action Plan showing solid 
progress, these regulatory 
changes will improve the 
pathway for internation-
ally educated healthcare 
professionals to transi-
tion to Saskatchewan. In 
November, the Minister 
of Health, officials from 
the Saskatchewan Health 
Authority, and the Min-
istry of Immigration and 
Career Training partici-
pated in an HHR-based 
mission to the Philippines 
to attract health care pro-
fessionals to the province.

Further details for pro-
spective international 
applications are available 
online at: https://www.
saskatchewan.ca/resi-
dents/jobs-working-and-
training/labour-mobility.

Google and Facebook are using  
their power to scoop up 80% of online 
revenue generated by hardworking 
journalists and publishers across Canada. 
Other governments are standing up to 
the web giants and protecting local news 
in their countries. Parliament needs to 
act on their commitment to protect the 
future of your local news. Learn more at 
levellingthedigitalplayingfield.ca

Reliable news 
comes from reliable 
news media, 
not Google and 
Facebook.

It’s Easy
to place 

a classified!

Phone
 306-747-2442

Fax:
306-747-3000

Email: 
chads@

sbchron.com
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Your Guide to
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Directory
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Directory

306-747-2442 • chads@sbchron.com

CONSTRUCTION
 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

P Construction Ltd.
Spiritwood, SK

306-883-7305
Equipment Rentals Available

• 5 tonne Zoom Boom
• 10 tonne Zoom Boom
• Skidsteers
• Excavator

Call for pricing & 
bookings! Ask for Paul

CONSTRUCTION

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded

ELECTRIC

•R
ESIDENTIAL •C

O
M

M
E

R
CIAL • FARM • IN

D
U

S
T

R
IA

L

ELECTRICIAN

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ACCOUNTANT

Residential, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

Wiring & Trenching
Skid Steer Service

Jake Verbonac 
306-747-9073

Serving Shellbrook 
& Surrounding area

&J HElectric

ELECTRICIAN

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook  306-747-2896
Canwood  306-468-2227
Leask  306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

INSURANCE

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

LAWYER LAWYER

Bill Cannon, in person,
by appointment

52 Main Street, Shellbrook
306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

Shelley Cannon, in person,
by appointment

124 1st St. E., Spiritwood
Rear Building Entrance

306-922-4700
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

LAWYER

TRUCKING

Grain, Fertilizer, or Pellet Hauling
Call/Text: 780-872-3324

Email: Northcountry06@outlook.com
Owners: Ed & Faryn Anderson

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBING ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

MECHANIC

• Truck and Trailer Inspections
• School Bus Inspections

• Diesel Tuning
• Diagnostics Services

• Fully Licensed

Call for more information

306-747-7711

REAL ESTATE

306.883.7449
Call or text

Residential | Cottage | Agricultural | Commercial

www.heathersarrazin.com

Located in Shell 
Lake and proudly 

supporting & 
serving our local 

communities!

North Country

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

REAL ESTATE

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated
www.shawnaschirakroeker.com 

Shawna 
Schira-Kroeker
Your Local Realtor®
306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca

The Brand you know, the name you Trust
Your Local Realtor™...

Working Hard ...
To Sell Ag, Residential, Cottage & 
Commercial Properties For You!

North Country

REAL ESTATE



The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
SWNA Blanket Classifieds

Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 
Cost for 25 words:

Saskatchewan market ..............$209.00
   One Zone  ............................$86.00
   Two Zone ..........................$123.00
Alberta market .......................$269.00
Manitoba market ...................$189.00
BC market .............................$395.00
Ontario market ......................$439.00
   Western Ontario  .................$155.00   
   Central Ontario  ..................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario ..................$145.00
   Northern Ontario  ..................$90.00
Quebec market
   English ...............................$160.00
Atlantic market ......................$200.00
Across Canada  ..................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French)  ................$967.00

Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 4 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 
NOTICE

This newspaper accepts advertisements in good 
faith. We advise that it is in your interest to 
investigate offers personally. Publications by this 
paper should not be taken as an endorsement of  
the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people weekly. 

Personal Classifieds: 
$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ additional 

words for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches - $52.50 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

The family of Lietta 
Adrian would like to 
thank everyone for 
their support in the 
past month upon Lee’s 
passing. Thank you for 
the phone calls, visits, 
gifts of food and flowers, 
and offers of condo-
lence. We appreciate the 
kind services of Tammy 
Smart and the staff 
at Beau ‘Lac’ Funeral 
Home. Thank you also to 
Pastor Dave Whalley for 
his thoughtful service, to 
Neil Zentner and Jaxx 
Duerksen for their gift of 
music, and to the Can-
wood Legion ladies for 
the delicious lunch. 
Sincerely, Lietta’s family.

AL ALEXANDER
It’s been 10 years already.

Forever in my heart.
Bertha
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How to care for your poinsettia
By Jackie Bantle

Many special occasions have particu-
lar flowers or plants associated with 
them. Christmas is no exception. The 
poinsettia (Euphorbia pulcherrima) has 
been linked with Christmas celebrations 
in North America for the past century.  

The poinsettia occurs naturally in 
northwest areas of Mexico and can be 
found growing wild in deciduous tropi-
cal forests along the western coast of 
Central America as far south as Guate-
mala.  The ‘blooming red flower’ is not 
a true flower but rather a collection of 
colored bracts or modified leaves. The 
bracts change from green to red when 
the consecutive daylight hours each 
day are less than 12.  The actual flow-
ers of the poinsettia are the small yellow 
structures in the center of the leaf bracts 
at the growing point of the plant.  

The poinsettia was named after Joel 
Roberts Poinsett, the first U.S. foreign 
minister to Mexico. On his return home 
to South Carolina in 1829, he brought 
back cuttings of the native poinsettias 
to grow in his greenhouse. At the turn 
of the 20th century, Albert Ecke started 
field cultivation of poinsettias near Los 
Angeles, California, selling dormant 
plants to his customers. In 1919 Albert’s 
son, Paul Ecke Sr., took over the farm 
and started selling them as cut flowers 
at roadside stands in Hollywood and 
Beverly Hills. By 1963, Paul Ecke Jr. had 
joined his father in the poinsettia busi-
ness and developed the first commercial 
quality poinsettia cultivars grown in 
pots. Paul Ecke Sr. became known as 
“The Poinsettia King”.

When selecting your poinsettia, 
choose a healthy plant with sturdy 
branches. Ensure that the true yellow 
flowers are present. Never purchase one 
that is displayed with a pa-
per or plastic sleeve around 
it as plants that have been 
sleeved too long lose their 
leaves prematurely.  

Transporting poinsettias 
home in the winter can be 
challenging. Wrap the poin-
settia in a paper or plastic 
sleeve surrounded by news-
paper and place it in an in-
flated closed plastic bag. The 
extra air helps insulate it. 
Take it home in a warm vehi-
cle. Once home, remove the 
plastic and paper wrapping 
as soon as possible. Place 

your poinsettia in an area with bright, 
filtered light – not direct sunlight. Avoid 
exposing it to warm or cold drafts. Poin-
settias prefer temperatures between 19-
22°C.  

Water poinsettias sparingly but thor-
oughly once the top 1-2 cm of the media 
is dry. Do not allow them to completely 
dry out, but never let them sit in water. 
Allow the excess water to drain from 
the pot. If you decide to keep your poin-
settia as a house plant, fertilize it once 
a month with a soluble fertilizer low in 
nitrogen and high in phosphorous.  

As the days become longer, the new 
bracts that emerge will be green in co-
lour. To initiate colored bracts for the 
next Christmas season, place it in a dark 
location for a minimum of 12 hours each 
day beginning in September. This 12 
hour ‘dark period’ must be completely 
uninterrupted by light. By early Novem-
ber, new colored bracts will start ap-
pearing.

Some people avoid purchasing poin-
settias because they are said to be poi-
sonous. While the plant sap can be ir-
ritating to people and pets, it is not 
poisonous. Studies have shown that a 
20 kg dog or child would have to eat be-
tween 500-600 bracts or drink a 2kg of 
the sap before it would be toxic.  The sap 
is very bitter so if a pet or child started 
to eat the plant, the bitter taste would 
turn them away from further consump-
tion.   

Whether it is the traditional red poin-
settia or one of the newer pink, peach or 
speckled types, with proper care you’ll 
enjoy your poinsettia throughout the 
Christmas season and beyond.

This column is provided courtesy of 
the Saskatchewan Perennial Society 
(SPS; saskperennial@hotmail.com).
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OF THANKS

MEMORIAMS

Red poinsettia bracts with tiny yellow flowers. 
Photo Credit: Jackie Bantle.
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Continued from 1
The show took a comedic turn when 

it resumed after the intermission, 
as Myron Wall and Jody Smart per-
formed a Christmas gift skit, then Lau-
ren Cromartie returned to the stage 
(accompanied by Dave Hjertaas on the 
keys) to sing “Christmas in Kilarney”.

Continuing with the show, Dean Per-
son lent his guitar stylings and voice 
to “White Christmas” and an original 
tune called “Snow”. And finally, Val 
Wonderham closed out the show with 
“Star in the East” and “Silver Bells”, 
with accompaniment by Janet Gray 
and guest vocals from Kim Zawislak 
and Debbie Helm.

As has become tradition, the show 
concluded with the performers gather-
ing on stage to serenade the audience 
with “We Wish You a Merry Christ-
mas”. At the same time, Santa Claus 
made a special appearance to hand out 
gifts to the performers (graciously do-
nated by Lake Country Co-op).

The Shellbrook & District Arts Coun-
cil held its first meeting on Oct. 13, 
1987, making this not only the 35th 
anniversary for the Carol Festival but 
for the organization as a whole. Arts 

Council member Judy Hjertaas reflect-
ed on the council’s history and hum-
ble beginnings, starting with when it 
booked Sylvia Tyson to play the Shell-
brook Theatre with no money.

That same year, the Carol Festival 
was born out of the need to raise funds, 
and that seed money has allowed the 
Arts Council to carry out all of its many 
projects over the years, while also giv-
ing back to the community.

As the Arts Council has gotten back 
in the swing of things post-COVID, one 
of its recent acts of community service 
was a $1,000 donation to Shellbrook 
Elementary School. This donation will 
allow the school to take in the Broad-
way North Youth Company’s produc-
tion of Beauty and the Beast at Prince 
Albert’s EA Rawlinson Centre.

“Everybody gets the opportunity to 
see what is out there, and how amaz-
ing it is to go to live productions. And 
it may influence what they do with the 
rest of their lives, being able to attend 
such things,” Hjertaas said.

Hjertaas also teased upcoming dona-
tions to WP Sandin High School, and 
the long-term care facility at Parkland 
Integrated Health Centre.
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Carol Festival makes holly jolly return in Shellbrook

A select group of Kerri English’s more experienced students perform a tune 
before being joined by the full group.

Madison and Lydia Graham perform “O Holy 
Night”.

The Schutte Family performed a pair of songs. In no order: Leslie, Diana, 
Jaden, Sadie, Rebecca, and Leeland.

The Shellbrook & District Accordion Group and guests, from left to right: 
Lauren Cromartie, Myron Wall, Larry Brossart, Leo Stieb, and Dave Hjer-
taas.

Janaya Fuller showcased her vocal 
and instrumental skills on two num-
bers.

Cyndi Aarestad closed out the first 
act with a couple of holiday tunes.

Myron Wall and Jody Smart brought some come-
dy to the show, with a skit about the latest “smart-
phone”.

Though singing lead isn’t normally his thing, Dean 
Person lent both his guitar and his voice to a pair 
of tunes.

Closing out this year’s Carol Festival, Kim Zawislak, Val Wonderham, and 
Debbie Helm sing “Silver Bells”.
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