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Spiritwood Museum to re-open doors soon

The Zarudski log cabin is the newest addition to the Spiritwood & District Museum’s collection of buildings, and can be freely toured for the 
first time this summer.

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

After a four-year hiatus due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, community his-
tory will soon be alive and accessible 
once more in Spiritwood, when the 
Spiritwood & District Museum re-
opens its doors to the public.

As of this week, Spiritwood & Dis-
trict Museum board member Roberta 
Wasden said plans were being made to 
potentially open the museum for the 
Victoria Day long weekend. Barring 
this, she says that Canada Summer 
Jobs grant funding will allow the mu-
seum to open its doors on July 1, and 
operate for the months of July and Au-
gust.

In an age where important pieces 
of the cultural and historical fabric of 
communities seem to be vanishing at 
a rapid pace — be it grain elevators, or 
museums like the Shellbrook & Dis-
trict Heritage Museum — Wasden says 
it’s important to keep the Spiritwood 
Museum alive.

“[It’s] for the public to see what peo-
ple had to live with or put up with way 
back whenever,” she said. “And also, 
the things are treasures for some of the 
people who have donated their items. 
There are treasures, and lots of them.”

Among the treasures is a replica of 
the Zarudski family’s log cabin, which 
stood eight miles north of Mildred 
before becoming the fifth building in 
the Spiritwood & District Museum’s 

collection of historical buildings at the 
height of the COVID-19 pandemic in 
2021. 

This summer will mark the first 
time the building can be toured freely 
(without needing to make an appoint-
ment beforehand).

The original cabin was built in the 
late 1920s, when Walter and Sophie 
Zarudski’s parents immigrated to Can-
ada from Poland and settled down in 
the area. 

Over the years, the building had 
begun to deteriorate, so the siblings 
decided to have a replica built on the 
same site to use as a summer house. 
All of the original furnishings were 
kept in the replica.

In recent years, the building wasn’t 

seeing much use, so Walter and So-
phie made a decision to donate it to 
the Spiritwood and District Museum, 
along with all of the original furnish-
ings, kitchen items, and décor. 

The Zarudskis donated half of the 
money to have the building floated into 
town, while the remaining half came 
from the museum’s funds. 

The log cabin, which has an entirely 
wood interior, has two small bedrooms 
with a L-shaped kitchen and living 
area. 

“It was fully furnished,” Wasden 
said. “They had it so that it would be 
open to anybody. So if someone hap-
pened to get lost, they could go in there 
and warm up, and if they wanted to 
sleep overnight, they could.”
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

After more than a 
month on the run, a 
Spiritwood man was tak-
en into custody during a 
joint investigation by the 
Saskatchewan RCMP’s 
Warrant Enforcement 
and Suppression Team 
(WEST), Police Dog Ser-
vices, and the Spiritwood 
RCMP detachment.

On May 10, police were 
on the Witchekan Lake 

First Nation investigat-
ing the whereabouts of 
33-year-old Melvin Star-
blanket, who was wanted 
in connection with a fire-
arms-related incident on 
the Pelican Lake First 
Nation in early April.

Starblanket was sub-
sequently located in an 
RV parked in front of a 
residence and was taken 
into custody without in-
cident.

Starblanket was facing 
a slew of charges in rela-
tion to the April incident, 

including one count of 
pointing a firearm, one 
count of possession of a 
weapon for a dangerous 
purpose, one count of 
unauthorized posses-
sion of a firearm, one 
count of possession of 
a firearm knowing pos-
session is unauthorized, 
one count of possession 
of a firearm in a motor 
vehicle, two counts of 
failing to comply with 
release order condition, 
two counts of weapons 
possession contrary to 
order and failing to sur-
render authorization, 

two counts of failing to 
comply with undertak-
ing, one count of assault 
with weapon, one count 
of discharging a firearm 
with intent.

However, this isn’t the 
first time Starblanket 
has found himself in po-
lice custody.

He was previously 
charged and arrested in 
connection with a Sep-
tember 2022 shooting in-
cident on the Witchekan 
Lake First Nation. At 
that time, he was wanted 
by police on a number of 
other charges as well, in-

cluding failing to stop for 
police and obstructing/
fleeing a peace officer 
on Dec. 31, 2021, failing 
to report to a probation 
officer on June 16, 2022, 
a break and enter and 
theft of a vehicle on Aug. 
7, and failure to appear 
in court on Aug. 9.

More recently, he was 
one of three men arrest-
ed by the Spiritwood 
RCMP Detachment on 
March 15, 2023, in con-
nection with a drug and 
weapons bust on the 
Witchekan Lake First 
Nation.

Starblanket was sched-
uled to appear in North 
Battleford Provincial 
Court last Friday.

During their investi-
gation into Starblanket’s 
whereabouts on May 

10, officers also located 
and arrested 40-year-
old Aaron Scott from 
Witchekan Lake First 
Nation, who was on war-
rant from the Spiritwood 
RCMP for charges in-
cluding failure to appear 
at court. 

He was also scheduled 
to appear in North Bat-
tleford Provincial Court 
last Friday.

Police arrest wanted Spiritwood man

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

When Bob Hryniuk moved to 
Leask in 1969 to begin his first 
job as a schoolteacher, he and 
his wife believed they’d be lucky 
if they managed to stay in the 
village of less than 500 people 
for a year (he grew up in Prince 
Albert, while she was raised in 
Saskatoon).

Fifty-four years later, the 
village’s population may have 
dipped below 400 people, but 
Hryniuk and his wife still hap-
pily call Leask home. And in ad-
dition to raising a family there, 
they’ve both spent most of their 
lives being active members of 
their community.

Hryniuk got his start in com-
munity service in 1970, when 
he was asked to join the Leask 
Volunteer Fire Department. 
Like any little kid, he says he’d 
always been fascinated by fire 
trucks, and he also just thought 
it would be an “interesting way 
to get involved in the communi-
ty.”

Hryniuk served with the fire 
department for 52 years and 
saw six fire chiefs come and go 

during his tenure. He also saw 
plenty of changes in fire ser-
vices, starting with the tran-
sition from a time when there 
was only one phone number in 
town to set the fire alarm to a 
time when all members of the 
department receive 911 texts.

More notably, he says there’s 
also been a dramatic shift in 
what it means to be a firefighter.

“The variety of fires and ac-
tivities has changed. First, it 
was just fire — a lot of bush fires 
and grass fires,” Hryniuk said, 
recalling a blaze at the hotel in 
Leask and fires at apartment 
buildings owned by the nearby 
Hutterite Colony as some of the 
major calls he responded to. 

“Then, we got into accidents. 
We had everything from one 
plane crash to a railway acci-
dent. Of the accidents I attend-
ed, there were 15 vehicle fatal-
ities and one fire fatality over 
the 52 years.”

Hryniuk says he still carries 
the ghosts of these losses with 
him, and remembers every-
thing about the circumstances 
in which they occurred. This, 
as well as the time commitment 
of being a firefighter, are what 

he considers to be the hardest 
parts of the job.

“Sometimes, it was the time 
commitment of getting a phone 
call at three in the morning, 
then having to go teach the next 
day,” he said, noting that being 
a firefighter also sometimes 
meant missing out on import-
ant events and time with family. 

“Though, it’s worth it, be-
cause you know you’re doing 
something that’s worthwhile 
— especially now in the days of 
accidents, people’s lives depend 
on it,” he added.

Fortunately, Hryniuk had the 
camaraderie with his fellow 
firefighters to lean on for sup-
port.

“It’s like a family that you 
grow to know and respect. I’ve 
made a lot of friends through 
the fire department,” he said.

Though fighting fires and re-
sponding to accidents is plenty 
demanding, Hryniuk’s commit-
ment to his community didn’t 
begin and end with the Leask 
Volunteer Fire Department. He 
also spent 36 years on council 
for the Village of Leask, includ-
ing 10 years as mayor.

This legacy of community 

service was enough to make 
him eligible for the Saskatche-
wan Urban Municipalities As-
sociation’s (SUMA) Meritorious 
Service Award, which recog-
nizes the success, dedication, 
and involvement of municipal 
employees who have served for 
more than 20 years with a mu-
nicipality or multiple munici-
palities.

Having previously received 
the Governor General’s Fire 
Services Exemplary Service 

Medal in 1990, and the Sas-
katchewan Protective Services 
Medal in 2004, Hryniuk put 
his name forward for the Mer-
itorious Service Award, with an 
endorsement from the Village 
of Leask.

With all the requirements 
met, Hryniuk received his 
award from Minister of Gov-
ernment Relations Don Mc-
Morris and SUMA president 
Randy Goulden at this year’s 
SUMA conference.
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Hryniuk earns meritorious service award

Bob Hryniuk (middle) accepts his Meritorious Service 
Award from Minister of Government Relations Don McMor-
ris (left) and SUMA president Randy Goulden.
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Hidden Hills of Shellbrook
Golf Course Incorporated

ANNUAL MEETING
Monday, May 29, 2023

at 8:00 p.m.
Sand Trap Lounge, Hidden Hills Golf Club

99 2nd St. West, Shellbrook, SK

Members of the Hidden Hills Golf Course 
are invited to attend the annual general 
meeting. Presentation of the operations 

for 2022 will be presented.
Election of the board of directors 

will take place.
Nominations for directors may be forwarded 
to President Clark Pepper at the Shellbrook 

Chronicle office in Shellbrook, SK by 
May 26th, 2023 or be nominated at this AGM!

Leask Community 
Garage Sale Days
Fri., May 26th & Sat., May 27th

Multiple Garage Sales around the Village
Pulled Pork on Bun at the Library 

(Friday 4pm – 6pm & Saturday 11am – 2pm)
Used Book Sale at the Library 

(Friday 1pm – 5pm & Saturday 9am – 4pm)

COMING SOON
TO 103 MAIN ST., SPIRITWOOD

NOW HIRING
PART TIME AND 

FULL TIME POSITIONS

PLEASE SEND RESUMES TO:
meagan@intotheweeds.info

Melvin Starblanket



By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Shellbrook’s Town Council met for 
its regular meeting in person and via 
teleconference on Monday, May 8.

In attendance were Mayor Amund 
Otterson, councillors Bruce Anderson, 
Larry Batten, Peter Halayka, Cheryl 
Ledding, Brent Miller, and Kathleen 
Nording, and the town’s CAO, Kelly 
Hoare.

The meeting was called to order 
by Mayor Otterson, and council be-
gan with its customary recognition 
of Truth and Reconciliation, then ap-
proved the meeting’s agenda and ad-
opted the minutes of its April 3 meet-
ing.

Council next passed a motion to 
proclaim the week of May 14 to 20 
as Canadian Royal Purple week and 
Royal Purple Week, and to declare 
the month of June as Parks and Rec-
reation Month, before welcoming a 
delegation from the Mesa Way condo 
board to discuss the paving of the cul 
de sac.

Since the condos were built in 2012, 
the idea of paving the development as 
a Local Improvement project has been 
brought up before but never pursued. 
The representatives from the Mesa 
Way board now feel as if they’d have 
more than enough support to proceed 
with the project.

If done as a Local Improvement, the 
typical arrangement is for the town to 
finance the work, with the residents 
repaying the lion’s share of the cost 
over a fixed period.

Councillor Miller noted that one 

reason for the paving not getting done 
is that council has been focused on 
shoring up the infrastructure under 
the road before paving, to prevent in-
stances of having to dig the road up 
shortly after paving is completed. He 
also noted that the town wouldn’t be 
doing any paving this year, as it’s less 
costly to pave large sections of road at 
one time.

Following a lengthy discussion, 
Mayor Otterson said the matter could 
be brought forward to Public Works, 
and the road could be looked at. Coun-
cillor Miller, meanwhile, wondered if 
the paving could be done next year, 
if the logistics of the project can be 
worked out by both the town and the 
residents of Mesa Way.

The delegation also raised concerns 
about Mesa Way not being on any 
maps, which makes getting deliveries 
and services a challenge. Hoare in-
formed the delegation this is out of the 
town’s hands, and said all they can do 
is wait until Google decides to remap 
the community.

Shifting to reports, the Public Works 
report saw council considering a by-
law to impose fines on ratepayers who 
fail to remove their garbage and recy-
cling bins from the street in a timely 
fashion, as this causes issues for main-
tenance and snow removal. Per Public 
Works’ recommendation, the first of-
fence would result in a warning, while 
a second offence would lead to a $50 
fine. The penalties would double for 
every subsequent offence.

In the PARWU Board update, May-
or Otterson said he and Hoare would 
be joining PARWU representatives for 

a meeting with the City of Prince Al-
bert, which is currently reviewing its 
pricing for providing water to PARWU.

Mayor Otterson also said the R.M. 
of Birch Hills has expressed interest 
in the project.

Closing out the reports, Mayor Ot-
terson noted another SIPPA physician 
is in the queue for Shellbrook, with an 
anticipated availability of October or 
November.

Moving on to new business, council’s 
first item was to consider engaging As-
sociated Engineering to assist it with 
a decision-making model to supply 
potable water to the residents of Shell-
brook, at a cost of about $15,000.

Mayor Otterson said PARWU en-
gaged Associated Engineering to do 
this when it began exploring the idea 
of building a new water treatment 
plant and intermunicipal water pipe-
line, and that the third-party perspec-
tive was helpful.

Councillor Miller, meanwhile, ex-
pressed disappointment with the 
firm’s work on the project thus far, and 
questioned whether its perspective 
would be objective. He also floated the 
idea of asking SaskWater if it would 
provide the same service, and suggest-
ed the Crown corporation might even 
do so for free.

In the end, however, council voted to 
proceed with Associated Engineering 
(with Councillors Miller and Batten 
opposed).

Shifting gears, council agreed to 
allow the Shellbrook Senior’s Associ-
ation to use the space in front of the 
museum for a garage sale on June 3. 
Then, following a lengthy discussion 

about how council should work with 
local boards and committees, it ta-
bled a request from the group to have 
Councillor Halayka serve as council’s 
representative on its board until it can 
speak with other groups to determine 
how to proceed.

Next, council carried a motion to 
move the proceeds from the sale of the 
museum cookbooks, in the amount of 
$4,242.07, to the swimming pool proj-
ect, despite suggestions from Council-
lor Batten that the funds could be used 
to build a walking path at Centennial 
Park to give residents (especially se-
niors) a safe place to walk.

Closing out the meeting, council ap-
proved a request from the fire chief 
to increase the stipends paid to depu-
ty fire chiefs to $120 per month from 
$43.86 per month. Pay for training 
hours will also increase to $25 per 
hour from $20, and service call pay 
jumps to $30 per hour from $25, with 
a minimum call out rate of $100.

May 18, 2023                                                             www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com�        Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald   3

Highlights of a Shellbrook Town Council meeting
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Healthy debate is the cor-
nerstone of any vibrant de-
mocracy.

When elected officials – 
and in particular the gov-
ernment of the day – gather 
around the table to discuss 
an important issue, they will, 
of course, bring their beliefs 
and opinions with them and 
do their best to sway their 
opponents to their side. How-
ever, they should also bring 
with them a willingness to 
listen and have their opinions 
changed.

At the end of the day, being “right” 
isn’t what matters, especially if it comes 
at the expense of what’s best for taxpay-
ers.

Unfortunately, in today’s highly po-
larized and decisive environment, this 
notion seems to have been forgotten. 
And no one is more guilty of this than 
the federal Liberal government under 
Prime Minister Trudeau.

From the moment it took office with a 
majority in 2015 (and even as an NDP-
backed minority government), the 
guiding philosophy of Mr. Trudeau’s 
government has been “my way or the 
highway.”

Indeed, it’s hard to think of any other 
government in Canadian history – fed-
eral, provincial, or otherwise – so un-
flinchingly committed to its vision and 
so unwilling to cede even an inch.

Rather than admit to even the slight-
est chance it could be wrong, it will tar 
and feather its critics to stifle debate.

Its most recent example of this comes 
with its move to literally limit debate on 
Bill C-21, its controversial gun control 
legislation that aims to prohibit AR-
15-style firearms to protect Canadians 
from the type of gun violence we see 
daily in the United States.

This effort to shutdown questions and 
concerns comes after the government 
already got the legislation wrong by 
introducing an amendment to outlaw 
almost all types of semi-automatic fire-
arms in Canada, including a number of 
guns that are popular among hunters 
and sport shooters. (In this exceedingly 
rare case, the government did admit its 
mistake).

“We hear those concerns loud and 
clear, regret the confusion that this pro-
cess has caused and are committed to a 
thoughtful and respectful conversation 
that is based on facts, not fear,” Public 
Safety Minister Marco Mendicino said 

after the repeal of the amend-
ments back in February.

Three months later, the 
“thoughtful and respectful 
conversation that is based on 
facts, not fear,” is apparently 
at a close.

Thanks to a motion passed 
last week, with the support of 
the NDP and the Bloc Qué-
becois, there will be only two 
more days of debate over Bill 
C-21. These will be held as 
marathon hearings, in which 
the legislation will be re-
viewed clause by clause and 

only 20 minutes of debate will be per-
mitted before each clause is brought to 
a vote.

After this, only one further sitting day 
of debate will be permitted at the report 
stage and third reading – the final two 
legislative phases before it passes into 
the Senate.

In addition to putting a stop clock 
on the debate of Bill C-21, the motion 
also empowers the House Public Safe-
ty and National Security Committee to 
expand Bill C-21’s scope, allowing it to 
approve the Liberals’ latest proposed 
amendments related to ghost guns and 
implementing an assault-style firearm 
definition.

On the one hand, if debates were al-
lowed to continue until a consensus 
was reached, the government would 
never get anything done. This wouldn’t 
be at all in the best interest of taxpay-
ers.

On the other hand, the Conservative 
opposition isn’t entirely wrong to call 
the government’s motion “the nuclear 
option” – even if some of its objections 
are certainly just thinly veiled attempts 
to obstruct the passage of Bill C-21, as 
the NDP suggests.

The Bill C-21 fiasco is actually the sec-
ond time in just the past month that the 
federal Liberal government has moved 
to limit debate on an important matter.

At the end of April, it also tried to put 
a time limit on its much-derided Bill 
C11, also known as the Online Stream-
ing Act, before it was inevitably passed 
and became law (and it did so at many 
different points when the bill was mak-
ing its way through the House of Com-
mons).

As the first significant update of 
Canada’s Broadcasting Act since 1991 
(a time when digital content wasn’t a 
concern), the legislation aims to ensure 
that social media and streaming giants 

are subjected to Canadian content re-
quirements and regulations compara-
ble to traditional broadcasters, and as a 
result promote and pay their fair share 
towards Canadian creators.

Rather than laying out clear rules 
or guidelines, the legislation gives the 
authority to the Canadian Radio-tele-
vision and Telecommunications Com-
mission (CRTC) to define exactly what 
all of this will look like, and the tools to 
exercise its authority.

Though Bill C-11 was welcomed by 
some Canadian creators, who noted the 
impact digital streaming services like 
Netflix and Disney+ have had on the in-
dustry, it also raised plenty of concern 
amongst its critics.

The Conservative opposition has la-
belled Bill C-11 a “censorship bill”, sug-
gesting that the clause requiring digital 
platforms to promote Canadian content 
would effectively control what Canadi-
ans see online.

There were also fears about how 
the new legislation would apply to us-
er-generated content on platforms 
like YouTube and TikTok. Though, the 
CRTC told the Senate last November 
that the law “doesn’t allow it to manipu-
late algorithms to achieve its goals, and 
it isn’t interested in doing so anyway.”

Interestingly enough, it seems Liber-
als don’t like debate within their own 
ranks, either.

At the Liberal Convention earlier this 
month, party members passed a resolu-
tion calling for the Liberals to “explore 
options to hold online information ser-

vices accountable for the veracity of 
material published on their platforms, 
and to limit publication only to material 
whose sources can be traced.”

The resolution was passed without 
debate, while only two dozen people 
were in the room. Almost immediately, 
it raised fears about how such a policy 
would allow the government to control 
media outlets by preventing them from 
using anonymous sources (often the 
only way news of government corrup-
tion is brought to light).

Wisely, the feds have tried to distance 
themselves from the resolution, with 
Canadian Heritage Minister Pablo Ro-
driguez saying the government would 
“never implement a policy to limit free-
dom of the press.”

This might ring a little less hollow, if 
the feds weren’t also working on its “on-
line harm legislation.” 

The law would require social media 
companies to weed out child pornog-
raphy, terrorist content, hate speech, 
and “other harmful posts” or face sig-
nificant financial penalties. However, 
it’s been criticized as an assault on free-
dom of expression, and the government 
has been accused of being secretive 
about the public consultation to date.

There is a balance to be had when 
conducting the business of government. 
Time and again, the federal Liberals 
have proven themselves to be as grace-
ful as an elephant walking a tightrope.

This disregard for healthy debate, 
and refusal to be questioned, is an af-
front to Canada’s democracy.
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Liberals show disdain 
for debate, democracy
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The Town of Spiritwood will be one of the bene-
ficiaries of a $1.15 billion SaskPower investment in 
2023-2024 to “modernize, grow and sustain the 
provincial electricity system.”

The Crown says the capital investment, which rep-
resents an increase of $98 million over 2022-23, 
will support economic growth and ensure customers 
have the reliable, sustainable electricity they need. 

“Our government is committed to building a clean-
er energy future while also ensuring we have reli-
able and affordable electricity to power the growing 
provincial economy,” Minister Responsible for Sask-
Power Don Morgan said in a statement. 

“This year’s capital budget is a demonstration of 
SaskPower’s commitment to the people of Saskatch-
ewan, by making significant investments to transi-
tion to low-carbon energy sources, upgrading aging 
infrastructure and modernizing systems.”

The planned capital expenditures for 2023-24 in-
clude $517 million to maintain and upgrade existing 
transmission, distribution, and generation assets, 
and $505 million in growth projects. This includes 
transmission line upgrades for the substations in 
Spiritwood and Hudson Bay, rural powerline re-
builds and wood pole replacements, and invest-
ments in new natural gas plants such as the Great 
Plains Power Station and the Aspen Power Station 
to be located near Lanigan. 

SaskPower says an additional $129 million in 

strategic investments will allow it to continue with 
smart meter deployment and continue work on proj-
ects such as the Logistics Warehouse Complex in 
Regina.

“Decarbonizing a growing power grid is a once-
in-a-lifetime challenge, and making the right in-
vestments now will help to position SaskPower 
to provide reliable, sustainable and cost-effective 
electricity to customers in the years and decades 
to come,” said Rupen Pandya, SaskPower President 
and CEO, in a statement.

Spiritwood to 
receive SaskPower upgrades

Saskatchewan recent-
ly recognized Economic 
Development Week and 
Indigenous Economic 
Development Day, dedi-
cated to highlighting the 
value of economic devel-
opment and its role in 
Saskatchewan’s growth. 
Saskatchewan is experi-
encing strong economic 
growth; the province’s 
GDP increased by 5.7 per 
cent from 2021 to 2022, 
the highest growth rate 
in Canada. The agricul-
ture, forestry, fishing, 
and hunting industry 
saw the highest rate of 
change, a 45.6 per cent 
increase in GDP.

In the 2023-24 Pro-
vincial Budget, our 
government has contin-
ued to invest in further 
economic growth. This 
budget continues to po-
sition Saskatchewan as 
a global leader in the 
exploration and min-
ing of critical minerals. 
Saskatchewan has oc-
currences of 23 of the 
31 critical minerals on 
the Canadian Critical 
Minerals List and some 
of them, such as pot-
ash and uranium, are 
in world-class deposits. 
Critical minerals are key 
for securing the future 
of our economy and are 
used in products such 

as mobile phones, solar 
panels, electric vehicle 
batteries, wind turbines 
and medical devices. 

Our government is 
expanding the Target-
ed Mineral Exploration 
Incentive to include ex-
ploration drilling for all 
hard-rock minerals and 
increased funding to 
support emerging com-
modities. The Saskatch-
ewan Mineral Explora-
tion Tax Credit is being 
tripled, from 10 per cent 
to 30 per cent, to help 
attract additional min-
eral exploration invest-
ment and make us more 
competitive with other 
jurisdictions. Another 
investment will improve 
geoscience data, used by 
exploration companies 
as they consider proj-

ects, allowing geoscien-
tists to compile and an-
alyze broader amounts 
of data, improving the 
information provided to 
explorers and stakehold-
ers. 

For the agricultural 
sector, the budget in-
cludes a 19 per cent in-
crease to fund programs, 
services, research, and 
business risk manage-
ment solutions. Our gov-
ernment has finalized 
the new Sustainable 
Canadian Agricultural 
Partnership (Sustain-
able CAP) with the fed-
eral government, which 
includes enhanced stra-
tegic programming for 
Saskatchewan produc-
ers and will see invest-
ment of more than $89 
million per year. Under 
the Sustainable CAP, 
flagship programs such 
as the Farm and Ranch 
Water Infrastructure 
Program will continue, 
helping producers de-
velop secure and sus-
tainable water sources 
to mitigate the impact 
of drought. A further 
investment of $408 mil-
lion will support a suite 
of risk management pro-
grams, including Crop 
Insurance, AgriStability 
and Wildlife Damage 
Insurance. 

The budget extends 
the Saskatchewan Man-
ufacturing and Process-
ing Exporter Tax Incen-
tive until Dec. 31, 2023. 
The incentive provides 
non-refundable tax 
credits to eligible corpo-
rations to increase the 
number of manufactur-
ing and processing-re-
lated full-time employ-
ees. In addition, the 
small business tax rate 
reduction, which was 
extended in the summer 
of 2022, will remain 
at 0 per cent until July 
1, 2023. The extension 
helps 31,000 Saskatch-
ewan small businesses 
address challenges like 
inflationary pressures, 
interest rate hikes, and 
labour shortages. Total 
savings through the re-
duction are estimated to 
reach $435 million for 
Saskatchewan’s small 
businesses. 

The Saskatchewan 
Indigenous Investment 
Finance Corporation 
(SIIFC) will see an in-
vestment of $75 million. 
Launched in 2022, the 
SIIFC supports Indige-
nous-equity ownership 
of major projects in 
mining, energy, oil and 
gas, forestry, and val-
ue-added agriculture. 
This corporation is help-

ing to reach the Growth 
Plan goal of growing In-
digenous participation 
in our natural resource 
industries. 

The budget includes 
$1.4 million to estab-
lish a trade office in 
Germany, the world’s 
fourth-largest economy. 
Together with funding 
to support trade with 
the United States, this 
brings the total Interna-
tional Trade and Invest-
ment Strategy to $19.3 
million to advance eco-
nomic interests abroad. 
Our expanded interna-
tional presence includes 
trade offices in the Unit-
ed Kingdom, the United 
Arab Emirates, Mexico, 
Vietnam, Japan, India, 
Singapore, and China. 

These investments in 

economic growth are 
paying off. The 2022 
Real Gross Domestic 
Product report released 
earlier this month 
by Statistics Canada 
showed Saskatchewan 
with the highest in-
crease among provinc-
es, with a 5.7 per cent 
jump from 2021. On 
the labour force front, 
Saskatchewan has seen 
25 consecutive months 
of job growth. Our un-
employment rate is just 
4.8 per cent, which is 
below the national aver-
age and second among 
the provinces. Private 
investment in the prov-
ince has reached $32 
billion in recent years, 
committed to over 80 
large-scale projects in 
sectors such as agricul-
ture, manufacturing 
and processing, forestry, 
mining, and oil and gas 
extraction. Saskatche-
wan’s total merchandise 
exports reached $52 bil-
lion in 2022, up 41.5 per 
cent from the year be-
fore, and more exports 
abroad means more jobs 
here in the province. 

Investments in eco-
nomic growth continue 
to create growth that 
works for everyone. To 
learn more, please visit 
Saskatchewan.ca. 
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Report from the Legislature

ViewpointViewpoint

HON. SCOTT MOE, 
PREMIER

~
MLA for Rosthern -

 Shellbrook
Toll Free: 

1-855-793-3422
scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

HON. JEREMY 
HARRISON 

 MLA
~

 Meadow 
Lake

Toll Free: 
1-877-234-6669

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

R. M. OF LEASK NO. 464

NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
OF ASSESSMENT ROLL

Notice is hereby given that the Assessment Roll of the 
Rural Municipality of Leask No. 464 for the year 2023 has 
been prepared and is open to inspection by contacting 
the Office of the Assessor from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on 
the following days: Monday to Friday, April 23, 2023, to 
May 23, 2023. 
A bylaw pursuant to section 214 of The Municipalities Act 
has been passed and the assessment notices have been 
sent as required.
Any person who wishes to appeal against his or her 
assessment is required to file his or her notice of appeal, 
accompanied by $100.00 appeal fee per roll number with 
The Assessor, R.M. of Leask, Box 190, Leask, SK, S0J 1M0, 
by the 23rd day of May, 2023.
Dated at Leask, Saskatchewan, this 23rd day of April, 2023.
Donna Goertzen
Assessor

THE VILLAGE OF PARKSIDE
is seeking a

MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATOR
This position would require services of one to two 
days a week. Council would require a person with 
an Urban Class “C” certificate or someone with 
accounting knowledge and able to obtain a class 
“C” within reasonable time. Please submit your 
resume with work history, references and salary 
expected to:
Village of Parkside, Box 48, Parkside, SK S0J 2A0
For more information contact Mayor David Moe 
at (306) 747-2275.

Happy Hearts 
Childcare Centre

Annual General Meeting

Monday, June 12th   7:00 p.m.
@ Happy Hearts Childcare Centre 

(a short meeting will follow for board members)

Please join us to learn more about Happy Hearts 
Children Centre 

We are looking to fill 5 positions on our board:
1–2 Community Members

1 Before & After School Representative
2–3 Centre Parents/Caregivers

For more information on AGM & joining the board, please contact 
Natalie Smart @ (306)747-3991 or natalie.happyhearts@hotmail.com

We hope to see you on June 12th!

www.shellbrookchronicle.com
www.spiritwoodherald.com

CHECK IT OUT!



Parkland Meats supports 
Youth Travel Club

By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Correspondent

What began as a project of the Spir-
itwood & District Chamber of Com-
merce in the mid 1990s and evolved 
into part of the Town of Spiritwood’s 
identity, has run its course. The Tour-
ist Information Booth has been sold 
and removed from the site, and the 
wolf monument now stands alone on 
the ‘white buffalo’ rock.

Planning toward a permanent site 
for the Tourist Information Booth was 
an earnest goal of the now-defunct 
Chamber of Commerce, appearing as 
a standard agenda item since 1995. 
With each year, properties were evalu-
ated and pursued until eventually the 
Town of Spiritwood agreed to lease 
the final site to the Chamber at a rate 
of $1 for 99 years. 

This allowed the Tourist Booth to 
enjoy a centrally located home begin-
ning in 1997. The visible highway lo-
cation at the north tip of town — and 
directly across from Main Street — 
was the ideal location that allowed for 
travellers to wheel in off Highway 3 

and pick up roadmaps, tourism pam-
phlets, and brochures of the area (and 
the province), and chat with the volun-
teers and staff about local attractions 
and recreation. 

Early Chamber of Commerce min-
utes reflect a strategy of enlisting lo-
cal senior citizens to volunteer at the 
Tourist Booth, with support from a 
summer student at a wage of $5 per 
hour.

Once the Tourist Booth was sited, 
plans turned toward landscaping the 
area for a welcoming aesthetic, and 
by 1999 the trees and shrubs were 
planted and sod was put down. Under-
ground sprinklers ensured the park 
would always be green and thriving, 
but the Chamber was not done with its 
plans.

The Chamber was keen on having 
a Town of Spiritwood emblem. Local 
business community advocate Clar-
ence Martodam led the charge to have 
a wolf design adopted by the Chamber. 
Once the final design was commis-
sioned and approved, the concept of 
the large wolf monument took shape.  

Many volunteer hours were dedicat-

ed to planning and fundraising for the 
monument, and, with a rock from the 
Caffet land west of Spiritwood, a base 
was installed for the seated wolf mon-
ument. The rock resembled a sacred 
legend of the Indigenous people — the 
white buffalo, very fitting for the view 
of the Agency Chiefs Tribal Council’s 
office building directly across the 
highway.

With the Tourist Booth a reality and 
the wolf monument installed, a grand 
opening was held in June of 2000. Lo-
cal dignitaries, volunteers, and com-
munity members showed up in force 
to help welcome the tourist booth and 
the wolf.  

For 22 years, the site was maintained 
by either the Chamber of Commerce 

or the Northern Lakes Economic De-
velopment Corporation. By 2019, with 
the advent of technology and travellers 
no longer requiring print material or 
maps, the Tourist Information Booth 
was in need of maintenance but was 
serving very little purpose.  

In 2022, the decision was made to 
sell the building rather than invest in 
repairs. While the site will be main-
tained as a park for travellers to stop 
and rest, the amenity will be more 
streamlined with new picnic tables 
and waste receptacles.  

Summer of 2023 will see site recla-
mation and improvement take place, 
with the wolf monument remaining 
as the emblem for the Town of Spirit-
wood.
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Looking back at Spiritwood’s Tourist Booth

The Spiritwood Tourist Information Booth grand opening, June 2000. Pic-
tured, left to right: Gary Von Holwede, Brent Tipton, Denis Allchurch, Isaac 
Chamakese, Lyle Whitefish, and George Pretli.

Hon. Scott Moe, Premier
MLA for Rosthern-Shellbrook

scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

Hon. Jeremy Harrison
MLA for Meadow Lake

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

Our government is committed to fostering a competitive business environment to encourage 
economic investments and development throughout the province. Over the past few years, 

this has resulted in more than $13 billion worth of projects being announced in our province, 
providing employment opportunities right here at home. Saskatchewan remains the best place 

in the world to live, work and raise a family.
Learn more at Saskatchewan.ca.

Marking 25 Months of Year-Over-Year Job Growth

Growth That Works For Everyone

SPIRITWOOD, SK

Member Service
Representative (Temporary) 

We’re hiring...

Deadline to apply is May 28, 2023

Are you a people person with a friendly and outgoing 
personality? Do you have experience providing advice 
and solutions for customers? Is providing exceptional 
service important to you? If so, we need to chat! Check 
out the careers section of our website to find out 
more about this opportunity. Visit pccu.ca today! 

The wolf monument still stands at the former site of Spiritwood’s Tourist 
Booth, serving as a symbol for the town.

A fundraiser partnership with Parkland Meats paid dividends for Shell-
brook’s Youth Travel Club, helping it raise $1,550 towards its trip to Europe 
next Easter. Pictured, from left to right: Bill Mumm, Maddison Nelson, Air-
ionna McQuillan, and Taylor Henderson. Missing: Travel Club leader Rhon-
da Berezowski.



It’s always seemed 
that agriculture and na-
ture were somehow in-
ter-connected.

While the relationship 
might not exactly be 
complementary – deer 
eat bales and geese eat 
grain – there is also an 
understanding that na-
ture is important.

At least that was the 
case on the farm in my 
youth a half century ago.

Back then, farms were 
of course quite different 
from today. They were 
significantly smaller, 
and while the trend to 
specialization was start-
ing, most farms were 
mixed.

That was important in 
an acceptance of nature, 
where wetlands and 
clumps of bush were fine 

for livestock pastures.
As the move to 

huge equipment cov-
ering massive acres 
on grain-only farms 
evolved, there was no 
desire to work around 
sloughs and trees and 
so they have often been 
plowed under – the loser 
being the creatures who 
used both as home.

It is somewhat iron-
ic, I suppose, when you 
consider that I recall 
my grandfather talking 
about having to clear 
his homestead quarter 
of trees with axe and 
horse.

My father’s genera-
tion was the one plant-
ing rows of trees across 
farmland to create a 
windbreak to reduce 
wind erosion after 

the devastation of the 
drought of the 1930s.

And my generation 
was the one tearing out 
those windbreak rows 
because they were an 
issue for new supersize 
equipment.

Of course, it is about 
balance, and farmers 
have a business to run 
and a living to make.

That said, nature is 
important, and both the 

farm sector and society 
have to always keep that 
in mind.

That is why a couple of 
‘days’, one this past Sat-
urday and one upcom-
ing, are important.

The first is Arbour 
Week, from May 20 to 
28, which is an obser-
vance in which individ-
uals and groups are en-
couraged to plant trees.

“The establishment of 
Arbour Day in Canada 
is credited to Sir George 
W. Ross, later Premier 
of Ontario, when he was 
Minister of Education 
(1883-1899). Ross es-
tablished Arbor Day ‘to 
give the school children 
an interest in making 
and keeping the school 
grounds attractive.’ The 
planting of trees and of 

having school gardens 
soon became an im-
portant part of the life 
of many schools across 
Canada,” wrote Walter 
Farquarson in a Yellow-
head Flyway Birding 
Trail Association article.

With the increased 
awareness of the threat 
of greenhouse gases and 
how they can impact cli-
mate, trees are increas-
ingly recognized as im-
portant to help address 
that problem. Planting 
and preserving trees is 
critically important to 
the planet’s future.

Elsewhere, World Mi-
gratory Bird Day was 
May 13.

While not all birds are 
loved by farmers – espe-
cially those that munch 
crops – imagining a 

world without migratory 
birds is not a pleasant 
future to think of.

All of Saskatchewan 
and most of Alberta are 
part of the Central Fly-
way, which encompasses 
a large portion of North 
America’s interior. From 
Canada’s boreal for-
est and parklands, and 
across the Great Plains 
down to the Texas Gulf 
Coast, this flyway is 
home to a large percent-
age of North America’s 
ducks and geese, notes 
ducks.ca.

Here, too, the key is 
finding balance. We 
need farmers to be suc-
cessful in producing the 
food we need. But for a 
bright future, we need 
trees and birds and na-
ture in general.
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The farm and nature exist in balance

AgricultureAgriculture

Calvin

Daniels

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

Seeding is underway in Saskatche-
wan, with nine per cent of the crop in 
the ground, according to the first Crop 
Report of the season.

“Saskatchewan is a global leader in 
agricultural trade because of the abun-
dance of high-quality, sustainably-pro-
duced crops grown in our province,” 
Saskatchewan Agriculture Minister 
David Marit said. “As producers un-
dertake the significant investment of 
spring seeding, we encourage them 
to be aware of their surroundings, be 
farm safe and ask everyone to be mind-
ful of the farm equipment on roadways 
during this busy season.”

Saskatchewan is home to more than 
40 per cent of Canada’s cultivated 
farmland, producing nearly 35 mil-
lion tonnes of total crop production in 
2022.

Seeding was delayed in the month of 
April due to cool weather and spring 
snowstorms. Fields had to warm up 
and dry out before work could begin. 
The provincial seeding progress of nine 
per cent is behind the five-year average 
(2018-2022) of 23 per cent. Seeding is 
furthest advanced in the southwest, 

west-central and northwest regions. 
Seeding progress is slower in the east-
ern regions where snowfall was heavier 
and water in fields is taking longer to 
disappear.

The northwest leads with seeding 
progress at 17 per cent, while the west 
central and southwest are at 14 and 13 
per cent respectively. The northeast 
has seven per cent seeding complete, 
which is ahead of normal for this time 
of year. The southeast and east central 
regions have wetter fields than the rest 
of the province and both sit at three per 
cent seeded.

The most rainfall over the past week 
was recorded in the Marengo area with 
35 mm. The Rockglen area received 
10 mm and the Webb and Hazenmore 
areas received seven mm, and many 
more areas of the province received be-
tween one to five mm of rain over the 
week. Producers in the southwest and 
west central regions are already raising 
concerns about how dry their fields are 
and are hoping for a good soaking rain 
once the majority of seeding is finished.

Topsoil moisture for cropland is rat-
ed as five per cent surplus, 72 per cent 

adequate, 21 per cent short and two per 
cent very short. Hay and pastureland 
is rated as two per cent surplus, 66 per 
cent adequate, 28 per cent short and 
four per cent very short. While these 
conditions show improvement over last 
fall, producers are hoping for more rain 
in June and July.

The winter snowfall was rated as 34 
per cent above normal, 48 per cent 
normal and 18 per cent below normal. 
Livestock producers in areas that did 
not receive adequate snowfall are an-
ticipating minor to moderate water 
shortages over the next two months if 
they do not receive a significant rain-
fall.

Snowmelt runoff improved this 
spring compared to previous years 
with 21 per cent of crop reporters re-
ceiving above normal, 57 per cent nor-
mal and 22 per cent below normal lev-
els of runoff. Of these reporters, 75 per 
cent reported that the amount of runoff 
received would fill dugouts and water 
bodies in their area which is reassuring 
news for livestock producers who have 
had two difficult years with water qual-
ity and quantity.

Calving is coming to an end and live-
stock producers will soon begin assess-
ing their pastures and moving cattle 
out when they can. Producers who are 
running low on feed for their livestock 
have already started moving some of 
their herd to pasture to help reduce 
feed consumption. The cool weather 
throughout April was good for mois-
ture retention but it did not allow pas-
tures to rapidly regrow. Warm weather 
and some light rains would be appre-
ciated by many livestock producers to 
ensure cattle have adequate feed while 
on pasture.

Producers are currently harrowing, 
rock picking and rolling. When the 
weather allows, farmers are spraying 
and seeding. Producers are remind-
ed to be safe during their field activi-
ties and when transporting equipment 
across or alongside roadways. When 
working in extremely dry areas, espe-
cially pastures, ensure sparks or any 
other fire risk is limited and a water 
source is available.

A complete, printable version of 
the Crop Report is available online at 
www.saskatchewan.ca/crop-report. 

Crop Report: spring seeding underway

The Government of Canada 
and Saskatchewan announced 
that 56 Agriculture Demon-
stration of Practices and Tech-
nologies program (ADOPT) 
projects and eight Strategic 
Field Program (SFP) projects 
received more than $1.4 mil-
lion in funding in 2023.

“Agricultural technology and 
best practices keep evolving, 
thanks to dedicated research 
across the country,” Feder-
al Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Minister Marie-Claude Bibeau 
said in a statement. “But just as 
importantly, producers need a 
way to learn about and then ap-
ply these improved production 

practices to their operations. 
Thanks to these programs, 
Saskatchewan farmers are do-
ing just that.”

The ADOPT program pro-
vides funding to assist produc-
er groups and First Nations 
communities to evaluate and 
demonstrate new agricultural 
practices and technologies at 
the local level. ADOPT focus-
es on practical, short-term re-
search projects that can be ap-
plied by producers soon after 
completion.

The SFP provides funding for 
relevant and timely research to 
agriculture producers in Sas-
katchewan and helps to devel-

op new best practices that re-
inforce Saskatchewan’s global 
leadership in sustainable agri-
culture production and exper-
tise. 

“Saskatchewan leads the way 
in sustainable agriculture pro-
duction because of research 
and demonstration projects 
like these,” Saskatchewan Ag-
riculture Minister David Marit 
said in a statement. “Our pro-
ducers are world leaders when 
it comes to adopting new tech-
nologies and practices, keeping 
our industry competitive, in-
novative and sustainable.” 

Applied research projects 
will be demonstrated at Agri-

ARM sites throughout the 
province this year for produc-
ers to take part in learning 
first-hand about the new tech-
nologies and production prac-
tices. 

The funding was provided 
through the Canadian Agri-
cultural Partnership which 
preceded the current Sustain-
able Canadian Agricultural 
Partnership (Sustainable CAP). 
The Canadian Agricultural 
Partnership (CAP) was a five-
year, $3 billion investment by 
federal, provincial and territo-
rial governments to strengthen 
and grow Canada’s agriculture, 
agri-food and agri-products 

sectors. This included a $2 bil-
lion commitment that was cost-
shared 60 per cent federally 
and 40 per cent provincially/
territorially for programs that 
were designed and delivered by 
provinces and territories.

Over the five-year Canadi-
an Agricultural Partnership, 
469 projects received more 
than $6.9 million in support 
through ADOPT and SFP.

Ag industry benefits from research funding

Advertising Deadline is

Friday 4 p.m.



By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Another dance season came to an 
exciting close in Shellbrook, when 
Studio 747 hosted its year-end dance 
recital at the Shellbrook Theatre on 
May 5 and 6.

Called “At the Disco”, this year’s 
dance show saw every dancer take 
the stage in front of an enthusiastic 
sold-out crowd, performing a diverse 
selection of 24 routines in ballet, jazz, 
hip hop, tap, and many more styles, 
to raucous cheers and thunderous ap-
plause.

The audience was also highly sup-
portive of the 50/50 draws held at 
both shows, helping to raise $1,400 
for the Parkland Pool Project Steer-
ing Committee, which is in the midst 
of fundraising and exploring options 
to replace the Shellbrook Swimming 
Pool.

“We saw such amazing support 
from our community and dance fam-
ilies,” Studio 747 owner and director 
Kelly Woodley said. “We are over-
whelmed by the love and support of 
our community and hope everyone 
enjoyed the show as much as we en-
joyed putting it on.”

In addition to providing the audi-

ence with two entertaining shows, 
the year-end recital was also an op-
portunity for Studio 747 to recognize 
some of its own, starting with the 
announcement of the recipient of the 
most promising dancer award.

This year’s award went to Airionna 
McQuillan, who was praised for her 
kindness and willingness to jump in 
wherever help is needed.

“This dancer has quickly become 
an integral part of our team,” Wood-
ley said. “The growth I have seen in 
her over the years has been truly out-
standing, and the energy she brings 
to class is always light and positive. 
She is a joy to have in the studio at all 
times.”

On a bittersweet note, Woodley an-
nounced that Studio 747 would also 
be bidding farewell to instructor Lau-
ren Myers, who is leaving the studio 
to begin medical school.

“It’s been a pleasure to watch you 
grow from a young dancer that I 
taught into the passionate, caring, 
driven young woman you are today,” 
Woodley said. “Your dedication to our 
studio and to our dancers has been 
nothing short of extraordinary.”

The year-end dance show capped 
off what Woodley calls another in-
credible season for Studio 747, filled 

with many personal bests, awards, 
scholarships, and recognitions at 
competitions, including MEETinYXE 
in Saskatoon, the Prince Albert Fes-
tival of Dance, and Stars on Stage in 
Warman.

“I witnessed all our dancers fill 
with passion and excitement as they 
stood backstage, then hit the stage 
and perform their hearts out,” Wood-
ley said. “I couldn’t be more proud of 
everyone.”

Just as important as these achieve-

ments and accolades on the dance 
floor, says Woodley, are the new 
friends and connections the dancers 
made throughout the season, both at 
the studio and at competitions. 

This, he adds, is in line with Studio 
747’s core values of kindness, accep-
tance, and connection.

“To see our dancers live those val-
ues as they interact with other danc-
ers is truly the best part of my job,” 
Woodley said. 

More photos on page 9
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Studio 747 ends season with showcase

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 9:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SUNDAY

Spiritwood - 11:15 a.m.
Leoville - 9:30 a.m.

Shell Lake - 2:00 p.m.
SATURDAY

Medstead - 6 p.m. 
Everyone Welcome

Fr. Ramel Macapala 
-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

-----------------------

LAKELAND 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 4th 

St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 11:00 am

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 1st Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
3rd Sunday - 10 am 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------
MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407 - 2nd Ave .E, 

Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 am - 

Sabbath School
Sat., 11:00 am - Worship

Broadcast on 
VOAR 92.1 FM

Pastor Liviu Tilihoi
306-747-3398

-----------------------
BELBUTTE FULL 

GOSPEL
   11 am  Worship Service

-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

Praise & Worship
Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
St. John’s - Shellbrook

Sunday School, 
Live-stream worship 
service on Facebook, 

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Lorne Valuck

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Pastor David Bodvarson

306-747-7235
Canwood

Summer: 10 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Bob Wrench

306-468-2138
Leask Gospel Tabernacle

Sunday 11 a.m.
306-466-2296

------------------------
PRESBYTERIAN

Mistawasis
Sunday worship

11:00 a.m.
Rev. Katherine Bretzlaff

------------------------

IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN

Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship 
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 a.m.
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service

Canwood - Christ Church
Sunday, 2 p.m. - Service

Rev. Canon David Butorac
306-961-1634

Minister’s Warden: 
306-922-5159

H.C. Service with Rev. 
Butorac - 2nd Sunday of the 

month  
------------------------

MENNONITE 
BRETHREN CHURCH

Blaine Lake Gospel Chapel 
109 Railway Ave. W.

Blaine Lake
306-497-3316

Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 
Worship

------------------------
EVANGELICAL FREE

Big River
11:00 a.m. - Worship

Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.
Summer: 10:30 a.m. - 12

306-469-2258
Youth Nite: Fridays

Mont Nebo
Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June – August)

306-468-2525
------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

10 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Mariusz Zajac

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Mariusz Zajac 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
Mistawasis

1st & 3rd Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Tuan Doan

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook

Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath 
School

Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398

Praise & Worship

With guidance from older dancers, the tiny tots do the “Penguin Cha Cha.”

The junior 1 ballet dancers showed off their colours with “Rainbow.”

Intermediate hip hop dancers performed “Icon.”



By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

A piece of the history of Shellbrook’s 
business community, dating back 
more than 40 years, is no more.

In the early hours of Monday, May 
8, the original E&B Lumber building, 
first operated by Mike and Elsie Kalyn 
and passed down to their sons Rod 
and Dave, was moved from its location 
at the corner of Main Street and Ser-

vice Road East.
The building was purchased by Merv 

Brown, who relocated it to his land 
west of town and plans to convert it 
into a shop. The property, meanwhile, 
will soon be home to Naber Power-
sports’ brand-new retail location.

“The next step is the site clean-up,” 
Tom Naber said. “Through the sum-
mer, we’ll get going on the construc-
tion on the new place. We’re just wait-
ing for engineers to finish their work.”

Naber Powersports begins 
work on new location
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Studio 747 ends season 
with showcase

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 9 am - 5 pm; Wednesday 9 
am - 5 pm; Friday 9 am - 5 pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm; Thursday 10 
am - 3 pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 12:30 pm - 4 pm; Wednesday 
12:30 pm - 4 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11 am - 6 pm; Friday 11 am - 5 pm; 
Saturday 10 am - 4 pm. Contact us for more info 306-497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.
ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11:30 am - 4:30 pm; Thursday 11:30 
am - 4:30 pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Tuesday 10 am - 3:30 
pm; Thursday 3:30 pm - 8 pm; Friday 1:30 pm - 4:30 pm. Kids Club is Fridays 3:30 
pm - 4:30 pm, Crafter’s Choice is the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month.
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10 am - 3 pm; Wednesday 3 pm - 7 pm.  
Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 9 am - 2 pm; Wednes-
day 3 pm - 6 pm; Friday 1 pm - 5 pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Thursday 2 pm - 7 pm; Saturday 9 am - 2 pm. For 
information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway 
Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2 pm - 6 pm; Tuesday 12 
pm - 8 pm; Wednesday 2 pm - 6 pm; Thursday 12 pm - 6 pm; Friday 10 am - 5 pm 
(Story Time 11 am - 12 pm); Saturday 10 am - 4 pm. 
DEBDEN: Good News Festival 2023 at Debden. Youth Festival & Pizza Night: Friday, 
June 2, 5 pm - St. Jean Baptiste Parish (Basement), 412 Main St., Debden; Family 
Worship Night: Saturday, June 3, 7 pm - St. Jean Baptiste Parish (Basement), 412 
Main St., Debden; Outdoor Gospel & Music Festival – Free BBQ: Sunday, June 4, 
11:30 am to 4:30 pm - The Ranch Hwy 55 3 kms NW of Debden. www.aogc.ca • face-
book.com/ArkofGodCanada
PARKSIDE: Honeywood (Dr. A.J. Porter) Heritage Nursery Inc. Provincial Heritage 
Site Parkside, SK SEASON OPENING: FRIDAY, MAY 12. Open daily 9 am - 5 pm. Ca-
nadian Tire Annuals, Fruit & ornamental trees, New & old lily varieties, Assortment of 
perennial plants. Gift/Garden Shop - Honeywood Jellies, Seed Potatoes & Much More! 
Ph: 306-747-3307, email: honeywoodn8@gmail.com.
LEASK: Leask Community Garage Sale Days – Fri., May 26th & Sat., May 27th. Mul-
tiple Garage Sales around the Village. Pulled Pork on Bun at the Library (Friday 4pm 
– 6pm & Saturday 11am – 2pm), Used Book Sale at the Library (Friday 1pm – 5pm & 
Saturday 9am – 4pm).

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

Senior ballet dancers opened Studio 747’s showcase with “Fields of Gold.”

Primary ballet dancers performed the un-bear-ably cute “Bear Necessities.”

Senior hip hop dancers dialed up the attitude with “Right Thurr.”

Junior lyrical dancers performed “Sweet Child of Mine.”

The original E&B Lumber building was moved out of Shellbrook on May 8. 
The property it sat on will be the new home of Naber Powersports.



By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The Shellbrook Theatre came alive with the mu-
sic of Kerri English’s students, when they took to the 
stage for their spring recital on April 30.

With proud parents and loved ones cheering them 
on from the full theatre house, 28 of English’s stu-
dents bowed, plucked, picked, and strummed their 
way through 32 numbers, including solos and larger 
ensemble pieces.

Throughout the concert, they were accompanied 
by back-up musicians Dennis Adams (guitar), Boyd 
Falconer (bass), and Dean Kushneryk (drums). 
Running the sound booth for the show, Spectrum 
Sound’s Jeff Lake ensured not a single note was 
missed.

“The experience these people bring adds an excit-
ing element to the students and their music adven-
tures, and makes it even more fun for all of us to 
play and for you to listen to,” English said.

As is always the case with the spring recital, the 
performances were almost as diverse as English’s 
students, ranging from traditional fiddle jigs and 
waltzes, to old-tyme numbers, to classic country 
tunes.

Yet, for their many differences, each number had 
one important thing in common: they all got the au-
dience’s toes tapping and hands clapping, right from 
the opening group number to the closing ensemble 
tune.

English says none of this would be possible, how-
ever, without her family, which provides behind-the-
scenes support to ensure the show runs smoothly. 
This includes food for the pre-show rehearsal, and 
handling programs, ticket sales, and posters.

Students performing in Sunday afternoon’s recital 
included Brynlee Aiken, Kael Bick, Kally Bick, Sofia 
Buckingham, Burke DeBruijn, Raef DeBruijn, Win-
ston DeBruijn, Natalia Gallegos, Theo Gallimore, 
Ginny Gradin, Dayton Graham, Hudson Henry, Do-
misaya Holowachuk, Sayward Holowachuk, Beck-
ett Horricks, Axel Johnson, Elisha Johnson, Hud-

son Johnson, Rhonwen Johnson, Cindy Painchaud, 
Landis Schattle, Rebecca Schutte, Sadie Schutte, 
Matea Slemming, Camerin Smart, Gavin Smart, 
Elyse Whiteside, and Becky Wilson.

“To my fantastic students – keep on playing and 
enjoying as you learn and grow in your musical en-
deavours. It is a pleasure to see the progress, and to 
see you presenting your skills for others enjoyment,” 
English said. “Keep it up, and you will see that mu-
sic is a skill you can continue to enjoy for the rest of 
your life.”
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Kerri English’s students showcase talent at recital

Brynlee Aiken performed Twinkle Twinkle Little 
Star.

Dayton Graham performed Boogie Bass.

The Stump Lake Slough Thumpin Brothers, Raef, Burke, and Winston DeBruijn, performed Jerusa-
lem Ridge.

Gavin Smart performed I’ll Fly Away.

Ginny Gradin performed a pair of tunes.

Hudson Henry performed Ode to Joy. 

Kally Bick performed Angeline the Baker.

Matea Slemming performed Polly Wolly Doodle.

Theo Gallimore performed Old MacDonald Had 
a Farm.



The avid sports fan 
— admittedly, I’m part 
of that constituency — 
loves the big events. Ev-
ery month, seemingly, 
has its big games, its big 
events, its season-end-
ing championships. 
But if you were limit-
ed to only one per year, 
which big event would 
you choose to absorb 
from the comfort of your 
couch and the embar-
rassment of the largest 
TV screen on the mar-
ket?

Here’s my countdown, 
from 10 to No. 1, of the 
best events to watch.

10. Wimbledon finals 
— The most prestigious 
tennis tournament in 
the world has its wom-
en’s and men’s finals on 
a Saturday-Sunday in 
mid-July and because 
of the time difference 
between England and 
Western Canada, the 
men’s final is shown ear-
ly on a Sunday morning. 
But definitely worth set-
ting the alarm for.

9. Canadian Grand 
Prix — The mid-June 
Formula One event 
shows off the beauty 
of Montreal. It’s where 
Lewis Hamilton won his 

first ever race in 2007.
8.  Kentucky Derby — 

Not a horse-racing buff, 
nor do any of the horse’s 
names strike a chord, 
but there’s something 
about the big race on the 
first Saturday in May 
that makes it must-see 
TV.

7. Super Bowl — The 
sports event with histor-
ically the largest viewing 
audience is something I 
rarely miss, but some of 
the lesser playoff games 
(involving underdog 
wildcard teams, etc.) are 
actually more compel-
ling.

6. Game 7 of the 
World Series — Now, 
if my Atlanta Braves 
are involved, this num-
ber moves up in the 
rankings, but generally 
speaking, baseball’s ulti-
mate game has to be on 
every sports fan’s must-
see schedule.

5. Grey Cup — I’d pick 
the Grey Cup over the 
Super Bowl any year, 
and I will in this column. 
Maybe it’s the flag-wav-
ing involved, but Grey 
Cup Sunday is like a na-
tional holiday.

4. Scotties final — 
Curling is such a great 

sport for TV, and the 
best women’s teams in 
Canada do battle to see 
who goes to the world 
championship. Watch 
the Scotties all week, 
and then see the final on 
Sunday evening.

3. Brier final — So call 
me sexist, placing the 
men’s final ahead of the 
women’s. They’re both 
great, but the Brier has 
more history — and usu-
ally a stronger field.

2. Game 7, Stanley 
Cup final — Hopefully 
the drama of a Game 7 
occurs every year. The 
hockey season is long 
(far too long, according 
to my wife), so the final-
ity of a Game 7 can’t be 
missed.

1.	 Masters Sun-

day — Yes, if I was being 
punished and could only 
watch one sports event 
on one day in a year, it 
would have to be the fi-
nal round of the Masters. 
The Augusta National 
course is beautiful, it’s 
the start of spring, al-
ways a strong field. Give 
me a soft couch, some 
potato chips and a soft 
drink, and Jim Nantz 
saying hello to all his 
friends.

• Larry Brooks of the 
New York Post, after the 
Rangers were eliminated 
in the first round of the 
Stanley Cup playoffs by 
New Jersey Devils: “The 
Luxury Liner known as 
The Good Ship Rang-
er turned into the S.S. 
Minnow while sailing to 
and fro across the Hud-
son, springing so many 
leaks that it simply sunk 
into a river of despair.”

• Janice Hough of left-
coastsportsbabe.com: 
“How much worse do 
the Oakland A’s have to 
look before Las Vegas 
says, ‘Never mind, don’t 
come, we’re holding out 
for a major league base-
ball team?’”

• Bob Molinaro of pilo-
tonline.com (Hampton, 
Va.), on Saturday, May 
5: “With the Derby in 
Louisville and the cor-
onation of King Charles 
in London, Saturday 
will be a big day for silly 
hats.”

• Mike Bianchi of the 
Orlando Sentinel: “With 
the Oakland A’s mov-
ing to Vegas, the Tampa 
Bay Rays are now on the 
relocation clock (Note: 
Rays, riding an historic 
14-game home winning 
streak, drew 9,900 fans 
to last night’s game.)”

• Scott Ostler of the 
San Francisco Chroni-
cle, on the brilliance of 
Warriors’ Steph Currie: 
“New rule: Curry bas-
kets don’t count unless 
he beats three defenders 
(minimum).”

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “A Minnesota 
mom sank a half-court 
shot at Bethany Acad-
emy in Bloomington. 
She got $4,000 off her 
daughter’s tuition and a 
contract offer from the 
Detroit Pistons.”

• Another one from 
Currie: “Reuters reports 

a Chinese farmer has 
invented a zipline so his 
pigs literally fly from 
one truck to another. 
In a related item, after 
11 straight failures, the 
Maple Leafs finally won 
an elimination game.”

• Headline at fark.
com: “Leon Draisaitl 
becomes the first NHL 
player to score four goals 
in a losing effort since 
yesterday.” (Joe Pavelski 
of Dallas did the same 
thing the night before.)

• Steve Simmons of 
SunMedia.com: “Do 
you remember that (the 
Leafs’ Brendan) Shana-
han offered a front office 
position to Kelly Mc-
Crimmon when he was 
running the Brandon 
Wheat Kings? McCrim-
mon stayed in junior 
hockey and then left for 
Vegas, where he is cur-
rently GM. The Gold-
en Knights have won 
eight playoff rounds in 
McCrimmon’s time in 
Vegas. The Leafs have 
won eight in the past 24 
years.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca
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Sports on TV: Masters Sunday best of all

SportsSports

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

By RANDALL MCLEOD
Immanuel Lutheran, Parkside

“Faith without works is dead!” 
Ok, so I just opened a can of worms 

here, I get that. But that is a direct 
quote from the book of James, so we 
have to deal with it. 

First, let’s be perfectly clear, we are 
not now, nor ever will be, saved by the 
works that we do. We are saved by grace 
through faith. Full stop. But still, we 
have to deal with our James passage. 

What James is trying to teach us here 
is that if our faith is real and true, if our 
faith is to be vital and dynamic, it must 
necessarily be demonstrated in our 
walk, in our lifestyle. It must result in 
changing us. 

The Bible teaches us that: Those who 
believe in Christ will receive the in-
dwelling of the Holy Spirit. Further, 
it also teaches us that the Holy Spirit 
works within us to both will and to do 
that which is pleasing to God. 

God does not so much pour out on us 
a bunch of have to dos and have to not 
dos. No no, He is actually far more pro-
active than that. He works on us inter-
nally. He, in fact, changes our want to! 

Now that I am in Christ, I want to do 
what pleases God, and not what seems 
pleasing to me. And more than that, He 
then gives me the ability to actually do 
these new things that I want to do. How 
cool is that? 

When the Bible says that we have 
been forgiven in Christ, that we are 
now under Grace, and are no longer 
under the law, it means just that. I no 
longer live by a bunch of thou shall 
do this, and thou shall not do that; I 
now live my life under the prompting 
of the Holy Spirit as to what I should 
and should not do. He works in us to 
both will and do that which is pleas-
ing to God! (I know, I repeated that on 
purpose.) The sticky part here is; “How 
well do I listen?”

A common accusation against the 
Church is that people go to church on 
Sunday and then live like the devil all 
week. That is not real Christianity. 
True Christianity walks the talk. Do we 
fail at times… uh yea! Do we mess up… 
uh yea! There is Grace and forgiveness 
for that. But still the desire is to do 
what the Holy Spirit urges us to do. To 
do what pleases God! Even though we 
are a work in progress.

To be a follower of Jesus means to be 
regenerated. Our old life and lifestyle is 
put behind us, and we take up a whole 
new life. In that new life Jesus prom-
ises to never leave us of forsake us. He 
promises to not leave us as orphans, 
but rather, to send the Holy Spirit to be 
our comforter and our guide and our 
counsellor. He is continually teaching 
us, leading us, guiding us to live a life 
which is pleasing to God. 

It doesn’t get much better than that!

Good News
~

Faith without works is dead

Spiritwood 
Herald

Spiritwood 
Herald

is looking for the right 
individual to work 

part-time with reporting 
of news happenings in 
Spiritwood and area. 

Some other duties involved.

Send resume to Jordan Twiss,
Editor Spiritwood Herald at

Box 10, Shellbrook, Sask. S0J 2E0
or by email to jordan@sbchron.com

Please mark reporter position.

NOW HIRING

SHOP LOCAL.
SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that support your 

local newspaper.
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BARKWAY – Allen
Allen Barkway grew 

up outside of Shellbrook, 
Saskatchewan. His par-
ents, Lionel and Jessie, 
farmed the land and he 
and Randy, Ken, Dean, 
and Carol helped out as 
they grew older. But ‘The 
Professor’ as he was nick-
named in school, saw 
opportunity outside of 
the community and set 
his eyes west. He moved 
to Calgary and began 
courses at the UofC and 
ultimately received his 
Chartered Accountant 
designation in 1971. 

In the early 1970s Al 

moved to Edmonton. 
There, he was set up on a 
blind date with a beautiful 
Red Deer College nursing 
student named Patricia 
Harder. They married 
August 23, 1974. The fol-
lowing year Ryan (Bruce 
Buruma) was born. Soon 
they left Garneau for a 
formerly ramshackle and 
newly restored Victorian 
house in The Highlands 
that would be the fami-
ly home for the next 40 
years. There, they wel-
comed another son, Craig 
(Michelle Edgar), and lat-
er a daughter, Anna (Dan 
Paranich). 

Growing tired of the 
annual demands of tax 
season, Al retired from 
CA practice in 1993 and 
pursued opportunities in 
business at Leduc Chrys-
ler Jeep; a choice that 
would allow for more 
golf, more travel, sum-
mers ranching in South-
ern Alberta, and winters 
at their home in Palm 
Desert, California. Soon, 
grandchildren could be 
heard running through 

the house and Grant, 
Ross, Miles, Ellie, and 
Noah took their seats 
around the family table. 
There was always laugh-
ter. And now, combined 
with tears and happy 
memories, there is still 
laughter. 

Allen Jack Barkway 
died on May 4, 2023, of 
pulmonary fibrosis, sur-
rounded by family. 

Thank you to the Grey 
Nuns palliative care 
team, Dr. Jennifer Fur-
long and Dr. Benjamin 
Chiam for the kindness 
and care you showed. 
Cremation has taken 
place and a family tribute 
is being planned for a fu-
ture date. 

When asked what he 
wanted on his grave 
marker, Al looked up, 
unfazed, and without a 
second thought said, “Bye 
Bye”. That was Al. An 
original to the very end. 
We will always remember 
him that way. 

To send condolences, 
please visit www.connel-
ly-mckinley.com.

Obituaries
~

Allen Barkway

Albert Leslie Cooling
December 8, 1932 – 

April 28, 2023
Our Dad, Albert Leslie 

Cooling was born Dec. 
8, 1932, at Witchekan, to 
George and Lucy Cool-
ing née Hutchinson. He 
was the second child of 
five. Myrtle (Glen Moore), 
Dad, Lorne (Donna 
Cohn), Irene (Werner 
Stark) and Brenda (Leo 
Crossland). He grew 
up on the family farm 
and attended Twin Bay 
school. After leaving the 
family farm, Dad found 
himself in Alberta for a 
few years. He spent some 
years working as a ranch 
hand and an oil rig hand. 
He also worked in a saw-
mill and in the bush cut-
ting railroad ties. He re-
turned to Saskatchewan 
to Dore Lake where he 
spent some years fishing 
commercially and help-
ing on his cousin’s mink 
ranch.

Dad met Mom, Evelyn 
Bernice Booker, at a ball 
game at Ranger Cab-
in school in 1962. They 
were married in Octo-
ber of 1964. In spring of 
1965 they moved from 
Dore Lake to Ranger area 
where they bought Burt 

Transgaard’s land and 
began farming and rais-
ing cattle. They’ve resid-
ed in Ranger since 1967 
after buying the Ranger 
Supply Store from the 
Solonicks and operated 
the store until 1978. Five 
children were born to Al-
bert and Evelyn - Janell 
(Miles Mayer), Jaydene 
(Roland Loranger), Jade 
(Sherylyn Beuker), Janisa 
and Jerrilyn. 12 grand-
children – Britt, Tyson 
(Julia) and Madison (Cole 
Reid) Mayer; Jarrod and 
Kyara (Richard Lalonde) 
Loranger; Jorry, Carli, 
and Jole Cooling; Garret, 
Gavin (Jordan Heitt) and 
Griffin (Courtney Smith) 
Wourms; and Camryn 
Cooling. 6 great-grand-
children – Axton and 
Anastacia Mayer; Layla, 
Walker, and Mia Lalonde; 
and Piper Reid.

Dad was an avid sports-
man. He loved fishing, 
hunting, and trapping. 
He played ball, hockey 
and curled well into his 
fifties and sixties. He was 
a ‘gamer’! Board games, 
card games, games of all 
kinds, he could play for 
hours if anyone would 
play along! He watched 
many a game on TV too, 
another very favorite 
pastime. Dad had a great 
many good stories to tell 
and very much enjoyed 
visiting with the many 
people he knew. He had 
quite a wry sense of hu-
mor and had many fun-
ny sayings and jokes to 
share!

In 2020, due to health 
reasons, Dad became a 
resident in the Evergreen 
Center in Leoville where 
he passed away peaceful-

ly on April 28, 2023, at 
the venerable age of 90. 
We are so thankful for 
the wonderful care Dad 
received.

He is joining his par-
ents George (1990) and 
Lucy (1986), sister Myrtle 
(2022) and brother Lorne 
(2018), and a lifelong 
friend Tom Moore (2019), 
father and mother in-law 
Stan (1984) and Hazel 
(2011) Booker, brothers 
in-law Donald (2015) and 
Dennis (2022) Booker, 
along with other family, 
in-laws and friends.

He is survived by his 
wife Evelyn of 58 years, 
sisters Irene Stark of 
Mossbank, SK and Bren-
da Crossland of Leo-
ville SK, brothers-in-law 
Werner Stark and Leo 
Crossland. He’s also sur-
vived by his children, 
grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren, sister-in-
law Mavis and husband 
Ed Crossland of Spirit-
wood; brothers-in-law 
Vernon (Marilyn) Book-
er and Loren Booker of 
Ranger area; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

A celebration of Dad’s 
life was held on May 6, 
2023, at 1:00pm at Rang-
er Hall with Delores 
Beaulac officiating.  Ash-
es to be interred at a later 
date.

Family and friends 
wishing to send online 
condolences are welcome 
to visit www.beaulac-
funeralhome.com.  Ar-
rangements have been 
entrusted to the care 
of Beau “Lac” Funeral 
Home and Crematorium, 
R. Mark Muir Funeral 
Director, Spiritwood, SK 
(306) 883-3500.

Albert Leslie Cooling

Mark Christian Diesen
June 22, 1984 - May 10, 

2023
With broken hearts the 

family of Mark Christian 
Diesen announce his pass-
ing on May 10, 2023, sur-
rounded by his family in 
the comforts of his home.

Left to cherish Mark’s 
memory, his loving wife 
Kirstan, his two children 
Harper and Mason. His 
parents Brian & Rose 
Diesen, his sister Heath-
er, brother-in-law Mike 
Sarrazin and their chil-
dren Kylie & Carter. Mark 
was born June 22, 1984, 
he grew up on the family 
farm near Shell Lake. He 
developed a love of the 
outdoors and mechanics 
at an early age. He enjoyed 
spending countless hours 
out in the bush making 
trails and hunting. As a 
teenager many days and 
nights were spent work-
ing on his ’84 Chevy he 
called the Silver Bullet – 
it was the first love of his 
life! Many mud bogs and 

shenanigans were carried 
out with the Silver Bullet. 
After graduating from the 
Shell Lake School, he pur-
sued his training to obtain 
his Industrial Mechanic 
(Millwright) trade certi-
fication. While going to 
school he worked at Deca 
Industries, then joined 
Industrial Machine & Mfg 
both in Saskatoon, before 
working with Cameco in 
both McArthur River and 
Key Lake. He met Kirstan 
through a mutual friend 
and quickly realized she 
was the one to build his 
life with. In 2013 he decid-
ed he wanted to farm, pur-
chased land, and started 
traveling back and forth to 
Shell Lake between jobs. 
In August of 2015 Mark 
and Kirstan were married 
at Scandia. In June of 2016 
Mark and Kirstan decid-
ed they would move back 
to Shell Lake to farm full 
time. Mark was so proud 
to move back to the Diesen 
homestead and be the 4th 
generation to live in that 
home. Soon thereafter 
the light of Mark’s world 
was born, Miss Harper. 
The day Mark became a 
Daddy his world changed; 
he loved his girls! Mark 
continued to farm with 
his Dad and Mom on the 
family farm, diving right 
into it, growing the opera-
tion and teaching his Dad 
about new and upcom-
ing technology that could 
make all the difference. 
He worked alongside his 

parents treating them 
respectfully and leaning 
on their experience as he 
built his dream to farm. 
In 2018 Mark, Kirstan and 
Harper moved into Mark’s 
childhood home where 
they were putting their 
roots down to carry on 
Diesen Farms. In Septem-
ber 2020, Mark was diag-
nosed with stage 4 Col-
orectal Cancer. He began 
his battle with cancer and 
endured this entire jour-
ney with great fortitude. 
In 2021 Mark and Kirstan 
welcomed their son Mason 
into their lives, a bright 
spot, and another love of 
Marks life. Mark was so 
proud of his children and 
was deeply devoted to 
them. Mark was a respect-
ful, loyal, kind, and gentle 
man. The kind of man you 
could always count on!

Goodbyes hurt the most, 
when we feel the story was 
not finished……..

Mark’s funeral was held 
at the Shell Lake Lions 
Hall on Tuesday May 16, 
2023, at 1:00pm. Marks 
request was anyone choos-
ing to make a memorial 
donation do so to Spirit-
wood Home Care Box 69, 
Spiritwood, SK S0J 2M0, 
in honour of Dr Terri Per-
son and the Spiritwood 
Home Care Team.

Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Beau-
lac Funeral home in Spir-
itwood, 306-883-3500, 
w w w.beau lac f unera l-
home.com

Mark Christian Diesen
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306-747-2442 • chads@sbchron.com

CONSTRUCTION
 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded
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ELECTRICIAN

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ACCOUNTANT

Residential, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

Wiring & Trenching
Skid Steer Service

Jake Verbonac 
306-747-9073

Serving Shellbrook 
& Surrounding area

&J HElectric

ELECTRICIAN

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook � 306-747-2896
Canwood � 306-468-2227
Leask � 306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

INSURANCE

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

LAWYER

Shelley Cannon, in person,
by appointment

124 1st St. E., Spiritwood
Rear Building Entrance

306-922-4700
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

LAWYER

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBING ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

MECHANIC

• Truck and Trailer Inspections
• School Bus Inspections

• Diesel Tuning
• Diagnostics Services

• Fully Licensed

Call for more information

306-747-7711

REAL ESTATE

306.883.7449
Call or text

Residential | Cottage | Agricultural | Commercial

www.heathersarrazin.com

Located in Shell 
Lake and proudly 

supporting & 
serving our local 

communities!

North Country

REAL ESTATE

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space 
Is Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick 
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

LAWYER

Bill Cannon, in person,
by appointment

52 Main Street, Shellbrook
306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

BVT
SIDING LTD.

Quality Exterior 
Finishing

Residential & Commercial
Siding, Soffit, Fascia & Roofing

• New Construction
• Renovations

Bryce Towson, Owner

306-715-6968
bvtsiding@gmail.com
www.bvtsiding.com

EXTERIORS

REAL ESTATE

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated
www.shawnaschirakroeker.com 

Shawna 
Schira-Kroeker
Your Local Realtor®
306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca

The Brand you know, the name you Trust
Your Local Realtor™...

Working Hard ...
To Sell Ag, Residential, Cottage & 
Commercial Properties For You!

North Country



The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
SWNA Blanket Classifieds

Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 
Cost for 25 words:

Saskatchewan market�..................$209.00
   One Zone �.....................................$86.00
   Two Zone�...................................$123.00
Alberta market�.............................$269.00
Manitoba market�.........................$189.00
BC market�......................................$395.00
Ontario market�.............................$439.00
   Western Ontario �.....................$155.00   
   Central Ontario �........................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario�.......................$145.00
   Northern Ontario �......................$90.00
Quebec market
   English�.......................................$160.00
Atlantic market�............................$200.00
Across Canada �.........................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French) �.....................$967.00

Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 4 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in 
good faith. We advise that it is in your interest 
to investigate offers personally. Publications 
by this paper should not be taken as an 
endorsement of  the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people 

weekly. 
Personal Classifieds: 

$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ per 
additional word for the 1st week. 

Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.
Classified Display: 

$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches = $52.50 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

FOR SALE – 18 
foot Springbok 
aluminum boat with 
inboard Mercury 
engine, with tarp, 
tilt trailer, manual 
winch, good shape. 
Can be seen in Shell-
brook. Phone 306-
747-2775 for details.
� 2-20

MIDNIGHT STAR 
RANCH – PB Black 
Angus Bulls, Private 
Treaty. Low to 
moderate birthing 
weights, exten-
sive vitamin and 
mineral program, 
semen tested, up 
to date vaccina-
tions. Located 4km 
south of Shellbrook 
Campground on 
pavement. Watch for 
signs! West side. We 
don’t just raise bulls, 
we develop them. 
Special thanks to 
past and present 
customers. 
Cell: 306-747-9559 
Home: 306-747-3321 
� 17-26

BLACK ANGUS 
BULLS FOR SALE 
– by Private Treaty. 
A good selection of 
responsibly bred 
and fed 2 year olds, 
ready to work for 
you. Also developing 
a pen of yearling 
bulls for those inter-
ested for later use. 
The bull bloodlines 
are: Power Weight, 
Diversity and Four 
Seasons. These 
bulls are reasonably 
priced. Please call 
Christopher at West 
Cowan Apiaries 
306-469-4970 or 306-
469-7902 (cell) to set 
up an appointment 
for viewing. � 19-26

BLACK AND RED 
ANGUS Yearling and 
two-year-old Bulls 
on moderate grow-
ing ration. Adrian 
Edwards, Valleyhills 
Angus – Glaslyn, SK. 
PH: 306-441-0946. 
� 18-22

GROWER DIRECT; 
smooth brome, 
meadow brome, 
alfalfa, timothy, 
clovers, Cicer 
Milkvetch, custom 
blending available, 
delivery available. 
Phone 306-342-4290 
or 306-342-7695 
Glaslyn, SK, Darrel 
Siklenka. � 13-23

GARAGE SALE 
– 110 Railway E, 
Shellbrook, back al-
ley, May 19, 20 & 21, 
9am to 4pm. Good 
assortment, house-
hold items, etc. 
Phone 306-747-2775 
for more details.

DOUCETTE Shirley
November 21, 1954 – 

May 21, 1998
YOU MEANT SO 

MUCH
You meant so much 

to all of us
You were special, 
and that’s no lie

You brightened up 
the darkest day

And the cloudiest 
sky.

Your smile alone 
warmed our hearts
Your laugh was like 

music to hear
We would give 

absolutely anything
To have you well 

and standing near.
Not a second passes
When you’re not on 

our minds
Your love we will 

never forget
The hurt will ease 

in time.
Many tears we have 

seen and cried
They have all 

poured out like rain
We know that you 

are happy now
And no longer in 

any pain.
Forever loved and 
sadly missed by 
Rick and family.

LIVESTOCK 
FOR SALE

In
Memory
may be put in 
the Chronicle 
& Herald for 
$25.00* 
(30 words) 

20¢ per 
additional word

Photo - $10.00

Shellbrook 
Chronicle

Spiritwood 
Herald

Phone: 
306-747-2442

Fax: 
306-747-3000

email: 
chads@

sbchron.com

Make Money 
With The 

Classifieds
Sell your stuff with 
a little help from the 

Shellbrook 
Chronicle

Spiritwood 
Herald 

20 words for only
$16.00 plus GST 
$8.00  for each 
additional week
Additional words 

20¢ EACH

306-747-2442
chads@

sbchron.com
Classifieds Work!     

306-747-2442

SEED FOR SALE
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HELP WANTED

Mumm's Sprout-
ing Seeds Ltd, in 
Parkside is hiring 
for our Order 
Fulfillment/Manu-
facturing Dept. Full 
time, NOT Seasonal, 
Great wages, benefit 
plan, family oriented 
business. Please re-
spond to carolyn@
sprouting.com with 
resume or inquiries.

BOAT FOR SALE MEMORIAMS

GARAGE SALE

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald 

The 

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald 

are proud to serve as your trusted local 
newspaper and advertiser!

Contact us at:
306-747-2442 or chads@sbchron.com

Is your community group or non-profit 
organization holding an event?

Take advantage of our 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR
With the purchase of a 2 column x 2 inch display ad, 

we will advertise your community event in our 
Community Calendar FREE for two weeks 

prior to the event!

$60 + GST - A savings of over 30%

Don’t miss out on letting your community 
and others know about your event!

Let your community know about 
the services you offer!

*All rates are subject to applicable taxes (5% GST)

2 x 2 (Bus. Card Size) $69.00

2 x 4 $138.00

1/8 Page $189.75

1/4 Page $350.00

1/2 Page $650.00

Full Page $950.00

Colour is an additional $90

We are also your local supplier for:
• Business Cards
• Rubber Stamps
• Posters
• Paper Supplies

• Photocopies
   - Full Colour & Black/White

• Brochures
• Invoices & Forms

• Envelopes
• Cheques
• Labels
• and More!

Have flyers you need to distribute? Give us a call!

$70 per 1,000 (Inquire about volume rates)

News Media Canada
Médias d’Info CanadaChampion the truth.

FACT-CHECKING
THE WORLD SINCE 
IT WAS FLAT.
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By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood 

Correspondent

The Pioneer Centre 
in Spiritwood was the 
tranquil setting for the 
annual Strawberry Tea, 
put on by the Seniors 
Association as one of its 
main fundraisers.  

The morning of May 
12 saw cakes showing 
up to be prepared for the 
afternoon, the tables be-
ing set with tablecloths 
and centrepieces, and 
the kitchen beginning to 
buzz.  

By 2 p.m., some of the 
delivery orders had al-
ready begun to leave the 
building, while guests 
were arriving to enjoy 
the sit-down dessert. On 
the menu – strawberry 
shortcake and tea, with 
generous portions of 
cake, strawberries, and 
whipped cream.  

The group served 401 
(very satisfied) people in 
total, indicating another 
successful fundraiser for 
the seniors. Fundraisers 
for the association help 
with maintenance, util-
ities, and upkeep of the 
Pioneer Centre, among 
other things.
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Spiritwood seniors host Strawberry Tea

The cakes arrive in preparation for the tea. Pictured, left to right: Roseanne 
Smith, Helen Mack, Roberta Wasden, and Armand Smith.

Spiritwood Seniors Association members serve 
up strawberry shortcake. Pictured, left to right: 
Cheryl Smith, Helen Mack, and Joyce Willick (in 
the kitchen).

Joyce Willick prepares the whipped cream.

From left to right: Phil Marion, Aline Marion, and Marion Gatzke enjoy 
their cake.

By CANDACE SAVAGE & 
JOANNE BLYTHE

Wild about Saskatoon

A quiet revolution is taking 
place in gardens all over Sas-
katoon. A renewal. A return to 
appreciating the beauty of the 
plants that have been bloom-
ing on these lands for thou-
sands of years. By adding na-
tive plants to your garden, you 
can be part of this “growing” 
trend.

Why is it important to wel-
come native plants back into 
our neighbourhoods? We live 
in a time of crisis. The Earth 
is losing natural habitats at an 
alarming rate, and the prairies 
have been hit especially hard. 
In Saskatchewan as a whole, 
at least 80% of the grassland 
ecosystem has already been 
lost, either to agriculture and 
other industries or, increas-
ingly, to urban sprawl. Around 
Saskatoon, the situation is 
even worse, with more than 
95% of the natural vegetation 
gone. 

Loss leads to loss, and it is 
unsurprising to learn that the 
populations of grassland birds 
are in free-fall, suffering the 
deepest and most widespread 
declines of any habitat group 
on the continent. Meanwhile, 
both regionally and globally, 
insects are suffering drastic 
slides in both diversity and 
abundance. Scientists have 
begun to warn of an “insect 
apocalypse.” 

As the late, great biologist 
E. O. Wilson once noted, in-
sects and other arthropods 
are “the little things that make 
the world go round.” Flow-
ering plants, which provide 
the fruits and vegetables that 
make up the healthiest third of 
our diets, cannot survive with-
out pollinating insects, nota-
bly bees. Birds cannot thrive 
without insect larvae to feed 
their young. Did you know 
that 95% of songbirds, includ-
ing species that eat seeds as 
adults, require caterpillars 
to rear their nestlings? The 
plants nourish the insects; the 
insects nourish the birds. Ev-
erything is interrelated.

Meanwhile out in the gar-
den, we can help to keep the 
circle of life turning by provid-
ing insects with the resources 
they need to thrive. Yes, we are 
talking about gardening for 
insects! That means growing 
native plants to sustain native 
insects. Supporting moths and 
butterflies through the stages 
of their complex lives involves 
choosing plants like golden-
rods and sunflowers that feed 
lots of caterpillars, while at the 
same time making sure there 
are nectar-sweet blossoms 
like bergamot and giant hys-
sop to feed the flying adults. It 
means leaving leaf litter on the 
ground to protect overwinter-
ing eggs, pupae and adults.

And then there are the wild 
bees! We have at least 300 
species of native bees in the 

province, some smaller than 
ants, others the size of your 
thumb. They need a variety of 
flowering plants that provide 
both nectar and protein-rich 
pollen as food for adults and 
young. Since different species 
have different preferences 
and needs, it is important to 
restore as much diversity and 
complexity to our native plant-
ings as we can manage. Start 
small and watch how your in-
terest and your garden grow.

Wild bees also need a shal-

low source of water and safe 
places to rear their young. 
Bumblebees might form a col-
ony in a mulch pile or an old 
mouse nest. Most of our wild 
bees are solitary and nest in 
hollow stems or bare ground. 
Learn to enjoy a messy gar-
den, and the bees will love you 
for it. Never, ever use insecti-
cides or other poisons.

When you do all these 
things, gift after gift arrives--
joy at that first hint of mauve 
as the crocus you planted 

last year emerges from the 
half-frozen ground, wonder 
at a sleeping bumblebee in a 
bergamot blossom, curiosity 
piqued when you spy a little 
red-and-gold bee land in fall-
en leaves. What could it pos-
sibly be called? As the plants 
take root and bloom in this 
place where they belong, we 
too begin to belong.

This column is provided 
courtesy of the Saskatchewan 
Perennial Society (SPS; sask-
perennial@hotmail.com).

Plants for the pollinators

A leafcutter bee on a gaillardia. � Photo Credit: Candace Savage
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