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Canwood Car Show gets community revved up

The third annual Canwood Car Show saw the event’s best turnout yet, with more than 60 vehicles lined up by the grain elevators along the 
highway and a large crowd to come appreciate them.

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

A convoy of classic cars and trucks 
descended upon the Village of Can-
wood on Sunday, Aug. 4, as the com-
munity played host to the third annual 
Canwood Car Show.

Event organizer Sven Johnson es-
timates that more than 60 vehicles of 
varying makes and models came from 
near and far for the afternoon and eve-
ning, much to the delight of automotive 
aficionados. Not half bad for an event 
that he admits got started as a very 
“spur of the moment” endeavour back 
in 2022.

“Sometimes when you watch a small 
town slowly dying… you have a look at 
your community and you realize that 
if you’re not contributing to it, it’s just 
slowly going to crumble,” he said of his 
inspiration for the first car show, which 
came together on just a week’s notice.

Despite how last-minute the first car 
show was, the turnout of about 30 ve-

hicles and between 200 and 300 spec-
tators proved to Johnson that there 
was an appetite for such an event in 
Canwood.

“It was really cool to see the commu-
nity wake up a little bit and get togeth-
er,” he said. “We don’t see these kinds 
of things happen enough, especially in 
Canwood.”

Though Johnson himself is a car en-
thusiast, and he even brought a motor-
cycle and one of his cars to Sunday’s 
show, he says the community aspect 
of it all is what’s truly important about 
the day. In the end, he says, it’s people 
getting together and getting to know 
one another that keep a community 
thriving and prospering — particular-
ly in an age where so much interaction 
is shallow and impersonal because it’s 
done online or over the phone.

That’s why his aspiration is to contin-
ue improving the Canwood Car Show 
year after year.

“Every year, we learn what we should 
do and shouldn’t do. We do want to 

make it bigger and better every time, 
with more attracting things,” he said, 
noting that he already has some idea of 
where to start.

“We need to get some toilets, and 
maybe bigger tents for shade and an 
eating area, just to make it more fam-
ily friendly and easier for people to 
enjoy being there and staying longer. 
We want people to hang out and enjoy 
themselves.”

With the Canwood Car Show having 
community at its heart, the day also 
includes a barbecue run by a different 
community business or organization to 
keep all the car lovers fed.

In year one, it was the Canwood Café 
(regrettably, now closed), that was 
serving up food. And in year two, the 
Canwood and District Bus Association 
was ecstatic to grill upwards of 300 to 
350 burgers to raise funds for its cause.

This year, the Sunny Days Snack 
Shack was on dessert and refreshment 
duty at the car show. Meanwhile, the 
grill was passed to Little Red Hens 

(with support from SaskTel), a local 
charitable organization that launched 
in 2023 and delivers monthly bundles 
of diapers, wipes, and diaper cream 
to mothers in Debden, Ahtahkakoop, 
Canwood, Shellbrook, Holbein, and 
Parkside.

Sarah Johnson, co-founder of Little 
Red Hens, says the organization’s vol-
unteers had a strong showing, bring-
ing in about $2,600 on the day. With 
55 households in the area currently 
receiving packages, and each month-
ly package costing about $50, Sarah 
says the funds are enough to cover 
one month of deliveries for Little Red 
Hens.

Sarah calls this a great result for Lit-
tle Red Hens’ first fundraiser event. It’s 
also emblematic of the charity’s rapid 
growth through its first year. Indeed, 
though nothing is official yet, there are 
rumblings of potential Little Red Hens 
chapters opening in Big River and 
Prince Albert.

More photos on page 2
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

It’s safe to say that the 
Hidden Hills of Shell-
brook golf course isn’t 
hidden anymore.

According to data col-
lected from the Golf 
Canada Score Centre, 
Hidden Hills led Sas-
katchewan nine-hole 
golf courses in the to-
tal number of rounds 
golfed in 2023. Indeed, 
Hidden Hills was one of 
just four courses in the 
province to record more 
than 20,000 rounds last 
season, with golfers tee-
ing off for a whopping 
26,845 rounds. 

The year prior, Hid-
den Hills just barely 
eclipsed 20,000 rounds 
of golf. And as recently 
as 2017, that figure was 
below 10,000 rounds 
— a testament to the 
monumental growth the 
course has experienced 

in recent years, due in 
no small part to its part-
nerships with four sur-
rounding First Nations 
and its current roster of 
about 300 members.

“We are always look-
ing for ways to grow 
our membership num-
bers along with rounds 
played and we feel the 
best way to accomplish 
this is to provide the best 
golfing experience in 
this area through great 
service and a beautifully 
maintained golf course,” 
said Brad Helm, pres-
ident of Hidden Hills’ 
Board of Directors.

“With the Hidden 
Hills golf course being 
the number one nine-
hole golf course in the 
province… it goes to 
show that we are con-
tinuing to go in the right 
direction as a golf club.”

While he was sur-
prised to learn of Hid-
den Hills’ achievement, 
Helm says it should be 

a source of pride for ev-
eryone involved with the 
golf course, and for the 
community as a whole. 
Helm adds that he’s ex-
cited for the golf course’s 
potential to continue 
growing in the years to 
come.

“We feel that con-
tinuing upgrades to the 
lounge facilities, along 
with the golf course to 
offer the best overall 
golfing experience to 

golfers, is the best way 
to keep engagement up, 
with hopes of continu-
ing growth,” he said.

More than a few 
rounds of golf are set 
to be played at Hidden 
Hills on Saturday, Aug. 
17, when the golf club 
hosts its annual Hole in 
One Tournament. Intro-
duced a few years ago 
in place of the course’s 
Spring Fling dance and 
social, the tournament 

is Hidden Hills’ major 
fundraiser for the sea-
son, and the promise of 
a big payout for sink-
ing a hole in one always 
draws in a big crowd.

Funds raised through 
the tournament are typ-
ically used to cover daily 
operations for Hidden 
Hills, helping it make 
important improve-
ments to the course and 
keep costs as low as 
possible while offering 
golfers the best possible 
golfing experience.

Indeed, over the last 
few years, Hidden Hills 
has put in a new green 
on Hole #7, improved 
water holding for the 
course’s irrigation sys-
tem, upgraded Hole #8 
(red/white tee box and 

fairway), built  a stor-
age shed for outdoor 
equipment, updated the 
course’s rental cart fleet, 
built a fenced compound 
to store rental carts, and 
purchased a new greens 
mower.

“All of these projects 
couldn’t be completed 
without the support of a 
fundraiser like the Hole 
in One Tournament,” 
Helm said.

Hidden Hills tops Sask. nine-hole golf courses
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Canwood Car Show gets community revved up

This classic Nash Motors model drew a lot of in-
terest at the show.

WALTER WILLOUGHBY 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

61st Annual 
Horticulture Show

Thurs., August 15th, 2024
Leask Community Centre

Doors open at 2pm; Awards at 4pm
Bring exhibits Wed 5-8pm / Thurs 7:30-9am

Everyone welcome!
Show books available. 

For more information please contact 306-747-3301

2024 Thickwood Hills Studio Trail

Sat. Aug. 10 : 10am - 5pm
Sun. Aug. 11 : 10am - 5pm

Visit our NEW Studios & Artists 
on this self-driving tour in the 
Shell Lake area by following 

the Blue Moons
www.thickwoodhillsstudiotrail.com

/thickwoodhillsstudiotrail

VILLAGE OF LEASK 
PUBLIC MEETING

Wednesday, August 28, 2024
 Leask Community Hall at 7:00 p.m.

     Items of Discussion
•	 November 13, 2024 Election

•	 Water Treatment Plant Upgrades
•	 Water Meter Reads & Billing

•	 Dates & Process - Disposal of Large 
items - TJ Disposal Bin 

•	 Compost & Branch Piles
•	 Hardware Store

TEAM

www.boechlerschiraauction.com

BOECHLER-SCHIRA AUCTIONEERING
Prov. Lic. #335992       Box 552, Spiritwood, SK

UPCOMING AUCTION SALE 
for Michelle Morley/Estate of Charlie Morley

Sat., Aug 17, 2024 – 10:00 am 
Shellbrook, SK

Directions from Shellbrook – 2 kms west on Hwy #3 to Range Road 3035 
Grid – turn right, then 2.3 kms north

2014 Kenworth Semi, 2008 750 Kawasaki Quad, 
1947 IH McCormick Deering W4, Bush Mower, lots of shop items 

Check our Website and Facebook page for sale details
Call Kelly @ 306-386-7110 or Marlene @ 306-883-8610

Boechler-Schira Auctioneering does not charge Buyers Fees
Terms of payment – Interac Debit, Cash, Cheques with ID or 

Letter of Credit

*Kms and price in thousands. Taxes not included in price.

Toll Free 1-800-667-3353
#2 Highway West, Watrous, SK DL907154

www.centennialford.sk.ca

PICK OF 
THE WEEK

(0553UB) 

2024 ESCAPE 
ST LINE AWD

1.5L-I3 Eco/ Kylss Entry/ Rmt Strt/ 
SYNC/ Htd Strng Whl/ BLIS/ 

Rvrs Cmr/ NAV/ MnRf/ 
Rapid Red   6kms*

$39,995*

Though there’s no prizes on offer at the Canwood 
Car Show (yet), organizer Sven Johnson said this 
rat rod was among his favourites. Vehicles of all types were welcome at the show. 

The Hidden Hills of Shellbrook golf course led all Saskatchewan nine-hole golf courses in total rounds 
played in 2023. � Photo Courtesy of Hidden Hills of Shellbrook/Facebook

Buying? 
Selling? 

Classifieds
Work!

306-747-2442



By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

Police are seeking the 
public’s assistance in 
locating a suspect in-
volved in a car theft in 
Big River. 

On July 30, 2024, the 
Saskatchewan RCMP 
Warrant Enforcement 
Suppression Team 
(WEST) was in the 
Ahtahkakoop First Na-
tion area for an unrelat-
ed investigation when 
they located a vehicle 
that was reported stolen 
out of Big River earlier 
that morning. Two occu-
pants were seen inside 
the vehicle.

Officers engaged their 
emergency lights and 
attempted a traffic stop. 
However, the vehicle fled 
at a high rate of speed, 

nearly hitting the police 
vehicle, and headed west 
on Highway #790. Of-
ficers followed, and as 
the vehicle began to slow 
down, the driver and 
the passenger switched 
places. 

Police say the truck 
then sped up, and drove 
off at a high rate of 
speed towards the Big 
River area. Officers did 

not pursue the vehicle 
due to public safety con-
cerns, but continued to 
follow in its direction. 
The vehicle later turned 
down an unmarked dirt 
trail.

Officers could not pro-
ceed down the dirt trail 
due to poor road condi-
tions, so Saskatchewan 
RCMP’s Remote Pilot-
ed Aircraft System was 
deployed to conduct 
searches of the area. 
Officers observed the 
stolen vehicle travelling 
towards a wooded area 
and engaged the Big Riv-
er RCMP detachment to 
assist with all-terrain 
vehicles. 

As a result of contin-
ued investigation, offi-
cers located an adult fe-
male walking in a nearby 
field and arrested her at 
the scene. Officers later 

located the stolen vehi-
cle abandoned near Big 
River First Nation with 
considerable damage. 

26-year-old Givanna 
Ratt from Ahtahkakoop 
First Nation is charged 
with one count each of 
robbery, dangerous op-
eration of a motor vehi-
cle, flight from a peace 
officer, and driving 
while prohibited.

Through further in-
vestigation, police have 
identified 31-year-old 
Jordan Peterson from 
Prince Albert as the sec-
ond suspect involved in 
the car theft and have 
charged him with one 
count of possession 
of property obtained 
by crime (less than 
$5,000), and one count 
of flight from a peace of-
ficer.

WEST is continuing its 

effort to locate and ar-
rest Peterson, and asks 
members of the public to 
report all sightings and 
information about his 
whereabouts. Peterson 
is described as approxi-
mately 5’10” and 200 lbs. 
He has brown hair and 
green eyes. He has mul-
tiple letter/word tattoos 
on his hands and dia-
mond shapes tattooed 
on his left forearm.

Anyone who sees Pe-

terson is urged no to ap-
proach him and should 
instead report all sight-
ings and information to 
their local police service.

You can reach your lo-
cal RCMP detachment 
by dialing 310-RCMP 
and information can be 
submitted anonymously 
by contacting Saskatch-
ewan Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-TIPS (8477) 
or www.saskcrimestop-
pers.com.
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Man wanted in Big River car theft

Jordan Peterson, 31, 
is wanted for a truck 
theft in Big River.

Scan to register

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a special meeting of the members of Diamond North Credit Union will be held online at 
https://www.diamondnorthcu.com/partnership from the Town of Nipawin, in the Province of Saskatchewan, on 
September 4, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. to consider, and if thought fit, to approve and adopt by special resolution an 
agreement providing for the amalgamation of Prairie Centre Credit Union (2006) Ltd., Diamond North Credit Union, 
and Cypress Credit Union Limited.  The effective date of the proposed amalgamation is January 1, 2025.

Members may participate online at the meeting on September 4, 2024, and may vote either by in-person electronic 
ballot at any service location or online at https://www.diamondnorthcu.com/partnership from September 4, 2024 at 
12:00 noon until September 10, 2024 at 6:00 p.m.

DATED at the Town of Nipawin, in the Province of Saskatchewan, this 1st day of August, 2024.

A summary of the Amalgamation Agreement is included with this Notice.

Copies of the Amalgamation Agreement, Articles of Amalgamation and Bylaws for the 
Amalgamated Credit Union are available at the Credit Union upon request.

DIAMOND NORTH CREDIT UNION NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF MEMBERS

The Amalgamation Agreement in summary states:

1. Prairie Centre Credit Union (2006) Ltd., Diamond North Credit Union, and Cypress Credit Union Limited, the Amalgamating
Credit Unions, agree to amalgamate as one new Amalgamated Credit Union. 2. Each member shall become a member of the
Amalgamated Credit Union on the date of amalgamation and receive the privileges thereof. 3. The Amalgamated Credit Union
shall become the owner of all assets, rights and things and be subject to all of the liabilities and obligations of each of the
Amalgamating Credit Unions. 4. The Amalgamated Credit Union shall maintain a complete record of all assets, rights and things
owned by it and all liabilities and obligations owned as a result of the amalgamation. 5. The name of the Amalgamated Credit
Union will be determined by the Boards of the Amalgamating Credit Unions prior to December 31, 2024. 6. Each of the
Amalgamating Credit Unions will provide full disclosure of its assets and liabilities. 7. From the date of agreement until the
amalgamation date the Amalgamating Credit Unions shall consult with each other with regard to business operations and
extraordinary expenses. 8. The Amalgamation Agreement includes proposed Articles of Amalgamation (Schedule A) and
bylaws (Schedule B) for the Amalgamated Credit Union. 9. The first directors of the Amalgamated Credit Union are named as
part of the Amalgamation Agreement.  10. The auditors for the Amalgamated Credit Union will be MNP LLP. 11. The effective
date of the amalgamation shall be the 1st day of January, 2025. 12. That if the membership of Prairie Centre Credit Union
(2006) Ltd. approve the amalgamation, but one of either Diamond North Credit Union or Cypress Credit Union do not approve
the amalgamation, Prairie Centre Credit Union (2006) Ltd. and the other approving credit union may amalgamate
notwithstanding the withdrawal of the non-approving credit union.

Notice of 
Special Meeting 
of Members
September 4, 2024 10 am
To register, visit diamondnorthcu.com/partnership or scan code

Driving
Rural
Prosperity

Virtual Event

Deadline to register September 2

drivingruralprosperity.ca

NOW OPEN!
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

AND EMERGENCIES

107 Main Street, 
Spiritwood, SK S0J 2M0
MON – FRI: 9AM TO 5PM

spiritwooddentalclinic.ca

306-883-3366

Q ELECT
Doug Racine

(639) 470-7885 � dougracine@saskndp.ca

Candidate for 
Saskatchewan Rivers

Did you know?
The Sask NDP will 

suspend the gas tax, 
saving you 15 cents a litre. 

Time for change!

The stolen truck was left with extensive damage.

Whether they’re thumbing through pages or swiping 
to the next article, 4 in 5 people in Canada read the 
news each week — by print, online or digitally.

Learn more at championthetruth.ca On the same page.



Talk to anyone who lives in 
a small town like Shellbrook 
or a more rural area, and 
odds are they’ll either have 
been a victim of crime them-
selves or know someone who 
has been.

While rural Saskatchewan 
isn’t the hellscape of criminal 
activity that statement makes 
it sound like, there’s no deny-
ing that break-ins and thefts 
are part and parcel of living 
away from the province’s ur-
ban centres.

And this grim reality was 
made all the more apparent at the end 
of July, when Rhonda Blackmore, the 
Saskatchewan RCMP’s commanding 
officer, presented the province’s crime 
statistics for 2023.

Citing internal RCMP data, as well 
as the Canadian Centre for Justice Sta-
tistics’ annual report, Ms. Blackmore 
noted that Canada’s national crime rate 
increased by three per cent in 2023 
compared to 2022, and the Crime Se-
verity Index (CSI) rose by two per cent 
for the third year in a row.

Leading all provinces, Saskatchewan 
recorded the highest crime rate in the 
nation at 14,000 incidents per 100,000 
people, nearly double the national av-
erage. Meanwhile, the province’s CSI 
soared to a 10-year high of 160.2, which 
is also nearly double the national aver-
age.

The RCMP has linked Saskatchewan’s 
year-over-year jump in both figures 
to a multi-year rise in serious violent 
crimes, especially assault, domestic 
violence, and firearm offences concen-
trated in northern Saskatchewan. 

This link is evident, as Saskatchewan 
continues to lead the nation in incidents 
of domestic violence, which account for 
more than half of all violent crime re-
ported to police in 2023 (and remem-
ber, a lot of domestic violence still goes 
unreported).

What’s more, the RCMP’s tracking 
of crime trends over the past decade 
shows there are 46 per cent more vic-
tims of violent crime than in 2013, and 
that these victims are experiencing 
more severe types of violence.

At the same time, there’s been a 275 
per cent increase in the number of ho-
micide victims in the province since 
2014, a 271 per cent increase in fire-
arms offences, and an 86 per cent in-
crease in assaults with a weapon and 

assaults causing bodily harm.
While one might expect 

the bulk of this crime to be 
concentrated in urban cen-
tres, where there are more 
people to commit crimes, the 
RCMP’s data shows that the 
crime rate in rural communi-
ties is 6.4 times higher than it 
is in urban centres. 

It’s little surprise, then, 
that the province’s northern 
district, in which Prince Al-
bert is the only major urban 
centre, accounted for 56 per 
cent of the province’s violent 

crime in 2023.
And it’s not just violent crime on 

the rise. Compared to 10 years ago, 
RCMP officers are responding to nearly 
12,000 more reports of property crime 
(again, with the northern district ac-
counting for more than half of the total 
incidents).

 Ms. Blackmore says the increase in 
violent crime and property crime is be-
ing driven, at least in part, by the spread 
of gang activity to smaller communities 
across the province. To stem the rising 
tide, she says the RCMP is putting more 
focus on preventative policing and lo-
cating “prolific offenders.”

But when the opposite side of the 
coin of law enforcement is a court sys-
tem that spits out offenders with lit-
tle more than a slap on the wrist, and 
when RCMP detachments across the 
province are struggling with a 21 per 
cent vacancy rate, there’s only so much 
police can do.

In 2023 alone, officers across the 
province conducted 17,000 proactive 
conditions checks on prolific offenders, 
and identified more than 15,800 vio-
lated court ordered conditions through 
these checks. 

That’s 17,000 instances in which offi-
cers were dealing with an offender left 
at large by the criminal justice system, 
rather than spending time patrolling 
their communities for other criminal 
activity.

Though it’s hard to look at the num-
bers and not come to the conclusion 
that Saskatchewan has a serious crime 
problem, Ms. Blackmore emphasizes 
that law enforcement is only part of the 
equation for addressing it.

“I want to be clear that law enforce-
ment is only one part of the solution 
for decreasing crime. Social issues like 
substance addictions, gangs, and the 

absence of community resources are 
some of the root causes of crime. These 
issues are complex and it takes a con-
certed, multi-agency response,” she 
said.

“We have to look at the complexity of 
crime and if we have to have more re-
sources … to address those.”

At the end of 2023, the federal gov-
ernment sought to do something by 
amending the bail provisions set out 
in Canada’s Criminal Code to make it 
harder for criminals to walk free.

Meanwhile, communities in the area, 
including the Town of Shellbrook and 
the RM of Spiritwood have turned to 
Community Safety Officers to bolster 
the presence of law enforcement. And 
in the case of the Town of Shellbrook, 
it’s looking at contracting its CSO out to 
other communities, a move that would 
require it to hire a second officer.

This brings us to the Sask. Party gov-
ernment, which, despite all its bluster 
about getting tough on crime in the fall 
2023 Throne Speech, seems fixated on 
only one solution: the Saskatchewan 
Marshals Service.

Headquartered in Prince Albert, the 
provincial police force will employ 70 
officers and 30 to 40 support staff and 
focus on addressing gangs, rural crime, 
and illegal weapons and drugs.

The trouble is, the Saskatchewan 
Marshals Service isn’t expected to start 
service until at least the fall of 2026 
(and everyone knows that no govern-
ment initiative ever runs on time or on 
budget). And when it does begin ser-

vice, it will be competing for the very 
same officers the Saskatchewan RCMP 
is struggling to recruit and retain.

Indeed, the idea is considered such a 
bad one that the National Police Feder-
ation, the union that represents RCMP 
employees, is engaged in a campaign 
urging the province to halt further in-
vestment in it until a comprehensive 
plan is released and existing police 
forces are consulted. 

True to its nature, the Sask. Party 
government is ignoring any advice it 
doesn’t like and proceeding full steam 
ahead. But exactly what difference it 
expects 70 officers to make in a prov-
ince as vast as Saskatchewan is any-
one’s guess.

Like Ms. Blackmore said, law en-
forcement is only one piece of the com-
plex puzzle of reducing crime in the 
province. And for the most part, it’s a 
piece that responds to crime after it’s 
occurred and does nothing to address 
the root causes of why people commit 
crimes in the first place.

A holistic approach to tackling crime 
needs to ensure dangerous criminals 
are locked away (and where possible, 
rehabilitated into contributing mem-
bers of society). But it also needs to 
address mental health and addictions, 
poverty, and the myriad other factors 
that lead individuals to engage in crim-
inal behaviour.

If governments of all levels have a 
genuine interest in reducing crime in 
the province, they need to make use of 
all the puzzle pieces in the box.
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Sask. needs holistic 
approach to crime
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Last month, elections 
were held in several re-
sort municipalities in 
Saskatchewan Rivers, 
with some new faces 
emerging to lead their 
communities.

Congratulations to 
Colleen Lavoie, new 
mayor of Candle Lake, 
and Treena McAlpine, 
new reeve of the Dis-
trict of Lakeland, who 
both won in contested 
elections. Congratula-
tions also to Margaret 
Smith-Winsor, who was 
acclaimed mayor of Elk 
Ridge, and to all the new 
councillors and incum-
bents in these jurisdic-
tions.

As the level of gov-
ernment closest to the 
people, municipal gov-

ernments serve and 
understand the unique 
needs of each locale. 
This year, voter turn-
out was impressive, and 
shows that residents are 
actively interested in the 
workings of government 

at all levels.
The message I hear 

from constituents is, 
they want their elected 
officials to provide com-
mon-sense leadership 
that champions initia-
tives to improve infra-
structure and public 
safety.

With that, they expect 
transparent, fiscal re-
sponsibility. Especially, 
they want officials that 
will listen to the per-
spective of citizens and 
provide a way to keep 
the lines of communi-
cation open. This part-
nership is what enables 
a rural community to 
thrive with a vision for 
its future.

Collaboration with 
neighbouring munici-

palities to pursue com-
mon goals is also key. 
When councils work 
together in areas of mu-
tual interest, it results in 
regional benefits.

The role of municipal 
officials is a challenging 
one, weighing options to 
find the best solutions. 
Sometimes it is working 
to find a balance when 
community members 
hold strong, differing 
opinions.

That is why I have 
great respect for every-
one who steps up to put 
their name on a ballot. 
The job requires com-
mitment to the commu-
nity, and often, sacrifice 
of time with their own 
family to fulfill the role.

But most leaders don’t 
see it as a sacrifice. 
Rather, they consider 
the time and skills they 
offer as an investment in 
the community.

So, on behalf of Sas-
katchewan Rivers, I say 
thank you to everyone 
who ran, and to those 
who will sit on councils 
for this term.
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Congratulations to municipal officials

ViewpointViewpoint

NADINE 
WILSON 

 MLA
~

 Saskatchewan 
Rivers

306-787-0615
saskrivers@sasktel.net

Your Two Cents~

Dear editor,
My husband and I re-

cently received a letter 
from the Town of Shell-
brook informing us that 
there will be an Urban 
Backyard Hens Pilot 
Project starting in the 
town of Shellbrook, spe-
cifically in our neigh-
bourhood.

After contacting the 
town office, we learned 
that no other town res-
idents were sent this 
letter. It only went to 
residents whose neigh-
bourhood is affected 
by the two permits that 
have been approved so 
far.

I believe all residents 
have a right to know the 
details of this project, 
because there are plans 
to issue two additional 
permits every year and 
eventually most neigh-
bourhoods will experi-
ence chickens in one of 

their neighbours’ back-
yards. 

If there is anyone who 
has concerns regard-
ing the raising of farm 
animals in town, there 
will be a public meet-
ing on Aug. 19 at 10:45 
a.m. at the town office 
council chambers. The 
purpose of the meet-
ing is to allow the resi-
dents of Shellbrook the 
opportunity to voice 
their concerns or to ask 
any questions they may 
have.

I, for one, have many 
concerns, such as odour, 
noise, and containment 
of these birds. There is 
a lot of work involved in 
raising animals, and if 
the owners are not com-
mitted to looking after 
them properly, all the 
neighbours will be im-
pacted negatively. 

Donna Giberson,
Shellbrook, Sask.

Town of Shellbrook puts 
eggs in wrong basket

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Lotteries and Gaming Saskatchewan 
(LGS) has announced the recipients of 
$1.16 million in charitable gaming grants 
for the first quarter of 2024-2025, with a 
number of local and regional organizations 
among the beneficiaries.

“These grants are one of the ways our 
government ensures that the proceeds from 
gaming go back to Saskatchewan commu-
nities,” Minister Responsible for LGS Lau-
ra Ross said in a statement. “The grants 
support hundreds of char-
itable and nonprofit groups 
throughout Saskatchewan, 
including those focused on 
amateur sport, culture, the 
arts, animal rescue, service 
clubs and much more.”

Local recipients were as 
follows: 

Big River & District Rec-
reation Improvement Asso-
ciation – $2,508.81

Big River Curling Club – 
$467.50

Blaine Lake Senior Citi-
zens Centre – $913.30

Canwood Sno-Blazers 
Inc. – $2,922.50

Chitek Lake Bush Bud-
dies Inc. – $1,233.79

Wild Rose Before and Af-
ter School Program Corpo-
ration – $118.50

Rabbit Lake Library – 
$102.50

Shell Lake Fire Funders – 
$2,491.25

Shellbrook Royal Purple 
– $486.63

Spiritwood Area Recre-
ation, Culture and Sport 
(SARCS) – $4,489.32 

Quarterly LGS grants are 
paid to groups and orga-
nizations in good standing 
that conduct licensed char-

itable gaming activities such as bingos, 
raffles, breakopen ticket sales, Texas hold 
‘em poker tournaments, and Monte Carlo 
events. The grants are equal to 25 per cent 
of the net revenue raised by each charitable 
event, up to a maximum of $100,000 per 
group or organization annually.

The charities don’t have to apply to LGS 
for the grants. Instead, the amount of each 
grant paid by LGS to each charity is cal-
culated by the Saskatchewan Liquor and 
Gaming Authority (SLGA) based on finan-
cial reports and other information submit-
ted by the group or organization.

Local groups receive 
charitable gaming grants

OFFERING FOR SALE BY TENDER 
4 QUARTERS OF EXCELLENT FARMLAND. 

LOCATION: 
NE-06-51-02-W3 ; SE-07-51-02-W3 ; 
NW-08-51-02-W3 ; SW-08-51-02-W3

 Six 5000-bushel STEEL BINS. 
2023 seeded acreage was 627 acres. 

TENDERS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY 
August 31ST 2024. 

HIGHEST TENDER BID NOT NECESSARILY ACCEPTED. 

FARMLAND 
FOR SALE BY TENDER

SUCCESSFUL TENDER WILL BE CONTACTED 
AFTER CLOSING DATE. SELLER RESERVES THE 

RIGHT TO REJECT ALL TENDER BIDS.

TENDERS FOR PURCHASE MAY BE 
MAILED TO: 
Clark Pepper 

BOX 835 SHELLBROOK, SASK. S0J 2E0 
or dropped off at: 

Shellbrook Chronicle Office
46 MAIN STREET, SHELLBROOK, SASK. 

Please mark envelope “Tender”. 

R.M. OF LEASK NO. 464

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notice is hereby given that the Council of the Rural 
Municipality of Leask No. 464 intends to adopt a bylaw under 
The Planning and Development Act, 2007 to amend Bylaw No. 
2/20, known as the Zoning Bylaw.
INTENT
The proposed bylaw will rezone the land from Municipal 
Reserve (MR) to Residential (R).
AFFECTED LAND
That Map 2B be amended from Lot 4A, Blk 3, Plan 84B13418 
to Lot 4E, Blk 3, Plan 84B13418, shown within the bold dashed 
line as shown on the diagram below.
REASON
The reason for the 
amendment is to allow 
for the zoning change 
from Municipal Reserve 
(MR) to Residential (R).
PUBLIC INSPECTION
Any person may 
inspect the bylaw at 
the municipal office 
between 9:00 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m. on Monday 
through Friday excluding 
statutory holidays. 
Copies are available at cost.
PUBLIC HEARING
Council will hold a public hearing on August 14, at 10:00 a.m. 
at the Leask Municipal Office to hear any person or group 
that wants to comment on the proposed bylaw. Council will 
also consider written comments received at the hearing (or 
delivered to the undersigned at the municipal office before the 
hearing).
Issued at Rural Municipality of Leask No. 464 this 26th day of 
July, 2024.
Donna Goertzen
Administrator



Spiritwood Library 
activity highlights

(Where necessary, the 
following minutes may 
have been edited for 
clarity or brevity)

The minutes the reg-
ular council meeting of 
the Village of Canwood 
held on June 19, 2024, at 
the Village of Canwood 
council chamber located 
at 571 Main Street.

Present at the meet-
ing were: Mayor Lorne 
Benson, Deputy Mayor 
Ken Moar, Councillors 
Robert Wojcichowsky, 
and Sandra Grumbo, 
Administrator Heather 
Sten, and Mentor Car-
men Jean.

Mayor Lorne Benson 
called the meeting to 
order 6:45 p.m., with a 
quorum being present.

Grumbo: That the 

agenda be accepted as 
presented. Carried

Grumbo: That the min-
utes of May 24, 2024, be 
approved as presented. 
Carried

Wojcichowsky: That 
the Bank Reconcilia-
tions for the month of 
May 2024 be accepted as 
presented. Carried

Moar: That the finan-
cial statements for the 
month of May 2024 be 
accepted as presented. 
Carried

Wojcichowsky: That 
the employee attendance 
sheets for May 2024 be 
accepted as presented. 
Carried

Moar: That the council 
Indemnity for June 2024 
be accepted as present-
ed. Carried

Benson: That the Em-
ployee Payroll for the 
month of May 2024, to-
taling $16,113.35, and 
the Council Renumer-
ation of $1,450.00 be 
accepted as presented. 
Carried

Benson: That the list 
of accounts payable 
from Batch 2024-00061 
to Batch 2024-00073, 
which includes all 
cheques, online pay-
ments and EFTs for a 
total of $ 66,947.25, be 
accepted as presented. 
Carried

Moar: That cheque 
6267 for $75.00 be void-
ed as it was issued to the 
wrong vendor. Carried

Moar: That the Water 
Treatment Plant reports 
for the month of April 
2024 and ALS Lab re-
ports May 23, 2024, and 
June 5, 2024, be accept-
ed as presented. Carried

Moar: That the follow-
ing taxes be abated due 
to wrong property class: 
Roll#: 39 Lot 8-9 Block 
03 Plan Y3516 Municipal 
$370.78. Carried

Grumbo: That the fol-
lowing taxes be abated 
as it is Village owned: 

Roll#: 4 Lot 6-7 Block 
01 Plan Y3516 Ext 0 Mu-
nicipal $2,726.83 School 
$750.45. Carried

Wojcichowsky: That 
the Village of Canwood 
charge a $15 non-re-
fundable fee for the 
purchase of bulk water 
cards. Carried

Moar: That Leroy Fid-
dler having completed 
his required training re-
ceive his increase, as per 
Human Resource agree-
ment. Carried

Moar: That the Vil-
lage of Canwood accept 
credit cards as an ac-
cepted form of payment 
through agreement with 
OptionPay, and that all 
service charges be paid 
by the user. Carried

Moar: That the Vil-
lage of Canwood appoint 
Heather Sten as Return-
ing Officer and Carmen 
Jean as Deputy Return-
ing Officer. Carried

Grumbo: That we ap-
proved the amended 
building application for 
the erection of a fence 
at Lot 2 Block 10 Plan 
CQ1619 Ext 0. Carried

Moar: That the Council 
hereby declares the land 

located on the following 
lots (list omitted) to be a 
nuisance under Section 
8 of Bylaw No. 2018 – 04 
the Nuisance Abatement 
Bylaw, for the follow-
ing reasons: Overgrown 
grass and weeds; 

And that the Desig-
nated Officer is hereby 
authorized to issue an 
order to the owner of the 
said property requiring 
them to undertake the 
following work: Mow all 
grass/weeds and whip-
per snip around build-
ings and fixtures; with 
said work to be complet-
ed on or before the 9th 
day of July, 2024; 

And that if the work 
noted above is not com-
pleted by the date noted 
above, the municipali-
ty is authorized to take 
whatever steps are nec-
essary to complete the 
work and recover the 
costs. Carried (Editor’s 
note: a number of oth-
er properties were de-
clared to be nuisances 
for having unsightly/un-
tidy garbage and junk, 
and for being a building/
structural nuisance.)

Benson: That Policy 

GG10100 ‘Freedom of 
Information and Access 
to information Policy’ 
be adopted as presented. 
Carried

Grumbo: That we ap-
prove the investment 
of reserve funds in a 
non-redeemable GIC 
with Affinity Credit 
Union on a 12 Month 
term at 4.8% interest. 
Carried

Benson: That we move 
to in-camera citing The 
Local Authority Free-
dom of Information 
and Protection of Priva-
cy Act, section 15(1)(b)
(ii) and section 23(1)(b) 
“personal information” 
and Human Resources. 
Carried

Benson: That we move 
out of in-camera and 
note that all members of 
Council and Administra-
tion are in attendance. 
Carried

Wojcichowsky: That 
Heather Sten be appoint-
ed as the Administrator 
for the Village of Can-
wood effective April 16, 
2024. Carried

Benson: That the 
meeting was adjourned 
at 9:59 p.m.
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Minutes of a Village of Canwood council meeting

The Spiritwood Public Library’s Dessert of the 
Month winner for July was Ruth Siegel. She re-
ceived two frozen cakes, each a different flavour, 
just perfect for the hot days we were having. Li-
brary Board member Ferryn Slater supplied the 
cool treats. � By HEATHER GATZKE, Librarian

By LORNE VALUCK
Parkside Pentecostal Church

A few years ago, a young man 
stopped by our house trying to 
sell us a security system. He went 
through his spiel about how “his” 
system worked, asking about 
what we had in place for security 
and what our needs and prefer-
ences might be.

I didn’t give a whole lot of per-
sonal information, but afterward 
wondered, “was he legit, or was 
he casing our place?”

After speaking with neigh-
bours, I’m convinced he was for 
real, but for a short time I felt a 
little bit uneasy about some of the 
information I had shared with 
this fellow. I suppose I felt a little 
“insecure” about our “security.” 

Trust is a big deal. We need to 
be sure of who, and what we put 
our trust in. But when we are sure 
of what, or who our trust is in, it’s 
a great feeling of security.

In Matthew 7:24-27 (NLT), 
Jesus tells his audience (that in-
cludes us), “Anyone who listens 
to my teaching and follows it is 
wise, like a person who builds a 
house on solid rock. Though the 
rain comes in torrents and the 
floodwaters rise and the winds 
beat against that house, it won’t 
collapse because it is built on 
bedrock. But anyone who hears 
my teaching and doesn’t obey it is 
foolish, like a person who builds 
a house on sand. When the rains 
and floods come and the winds 
beat against that house, it will 
collapse with a mighty crash.”

Then Luke 12:16-21 (NLT) 

shares more of Jesus’ words and 
tells them a story, “A rich man 
had a fertile farm that produced 
fine crops. He said to himself, 
‘What should I do? I don’t have 
room for all my crops.’ Then he 
said, ‘I know! I’ll tear down my 
barns and build bigger ones. Then 
I’ll have room enough to store all 
my wheat and other goods. And 
I’ll sit back and say to myself, “My 
friend, you have enough stored 
away for years to come. Now take 
it easy! Eat, drink, and be mer-
ry!”’

“But God said to him, ‘You 
fool! You will die this very night. 
Then who will get everything you 
worked for?’

“Yes, a person is a fool to store 
up earthly wealth but not have a 
rich relationship with God.”

One winter, I worked construc-
tion on a high-rise in Saskatoon. 
Cold and slippery weren’t men-
tioned in the job description, but 
they were definitely a reality. 

We were finishing up the shift 
one day, when I had to go up to the 
next fly-form, or deck to get some 
tools.  I set up a ladder, leaned it 
against the upper deck, and start-
ed climbing. However, when I was 
a couple rungs from the top, the 
base of the ladder started to slide 
out on the smooth, slippery con-
crete floor.

 I hadn’t put anything in place 
to anchor the base or asked some-
one to hold it. It could have been 
serious, but thankfully I rode the 
ladder down the six or so feet 
without injury, other than to my 
pride.

A few years ago, I went fishing in 

the river by Wingard Ferry. I was 
in the water a couple feet from 
shore on a fairly large rock, feel-
ing fairly secure. But one quick 
movement, and my foot slipped. 
In an instant I was up to my chest 
in the river current. Thankfully, I 
got out with a bit of struggle, and 
my son didn’t give me a hard of a 
time about being careless.

It’s important to know what 
you’re counting on – a security 
system, a ladder, a rock. These 
incidents could have had serious 
outcomes, but thankfully didn’t. 
And you can laugh at me, but 
hopefully with me.

As I close, think again about the 
house builders and the farmer we 
read about earlier. In the most se-
rious matters in life, issues with 
eternal implications, how sure 
is your footing, your foundation, 
your security?

The old hymn says “On Christ 
the solid Rock I stand. All other 
ground is sinking sand”.

Put your trust in Jesus, the Son 
of God, Who lay down His life to 
provide a secure foundation for 
you and me. Then, join in anoth-
er song “What a fellowship what 
a joy divine! Leaning on the ever-
lasting arms!”

Good News
~

Are you “sure”?

Lego Masters were kept busy with their challenge 
of building a fishing boat or a crazy fun car or ve-
hicle on July 24. There were all kinds of vehicles, 
from a Viking ship with a sea monster to a ser-
pent ship floating in the forest, to a serpentine in 
a dungeon with an escape vehicle, then to a speed 
boat with a person on a wakeboard. There was 
also a white boat floating in the sky on a bed of 
white clouds and a boat with trees, flowers and 
eyes. So much imagination!

CLASSIFIED
Not Everything 
Fits In The Box!

Ph: 306-747-2442 
Fax: 306-747-3000

chads@sbchron.com
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There always seems 
to be divisive issues in 
agriculture — the Ca-
nadian Wheat Board for 
years — and today the 
idea of cutting green-
house emissions would 
lead the list.

Certainly, the feder-
al government believes 
farmers and Canada’s 
agriculture industry 
should cut greenhouse 
gas emissions.

Of course, across 
much of the prairies at 
least, anything coming 
out of Ottawa is seen as 

bad these days – a view 
reinforced in Saskatch-
ewan by a Premier who 
works hard to deflect the 
reasons for all provin-
cial woes to Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau.

But once you dig past 
the rhetoric of two levels 
of government at near 
constant loggerheads, 
is the vision of cutting 
greenhouse gases a 
good one?

The obvious answer is 
yes — but that yes does 
come with a massive ca-
veat.

While there are nay-
sayers — there are flat 
earthers too — the sci-
ence makes it rather 
clear we are seeing cli-
mate change and that 

is particularly concern-
ing for the farm sec-
tor which is by nature 
weather reliant.

Now the water mud-
dies just a little in terms 
of why climate is chang-
ing — is it a long-term 
natural pattern at play, 
or is it the impact of hu-
mans finally changing 
things to an extreme 
level?

It of course might be 
a combination too; a 
natural pattern accel-
erated and made more 
dramatic because of our 

long-term impact on the 
earth.

Ultimately, it’s highly 
unlikely we are blame-
less. So, that means 
we should be changing 
what we do to try to re-
verse a trend that, if it 
continues long term, is 
not a good one for hu-
manity or the planet.

That agriculture 
should be part of this 
change is logical.

But again, the ques-
tion is whether it makes 
sense to impact farmers 
in Canada when much 

of the world — the Unit-
ed States, China, and 
Eastern Europe seem 
— blissfully unaware 
of the threat of climate 
change with almost 
zero indication they will 
do anything to change 
things.

Until the big play-
ers get their heads out 
of the sand and into 
the game, whatever we 
might achieve in Cana-
da simply won’t tip the 
scales in a positive way.

Then again, somebody 
has to lead the way too.
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Climate change continues to divide ag sector
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Calvin

Daniels

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

By PATRICIA HANBIDGE
Orchid Horticulture

A pollinator garden is a lovely ad-
dition to any landscape. Not only are 
they just a beautiful space with lots 
of colour, but they are also the type 
of garden that supports the entire 
ecosystem. We as humans appreciate 
them but so do wild animals, butter-
flies, birds, bees, bats and humming-
birds. 

The best pollinator gardens contain 
a mix of annuals, perennials, trees, 
shrubs and even bulbs. They are most 
attractive to all of the little creatures 
if they show colour (bloom) from early 
spring until late fall. It is always best 
to do a bit of homework and try to in-
corporate native plants into this gar-
den as they will be easily recognized 
by the little critters who live there. 
They will also get to know your other 
choices in the garden once they recog-
nize the worth of visiting your outdoor 
spaces. 

Many plants that we grow to eat 
need cross pollination. The best ex-
ample of this is always the apple. In 
order for your apple tree to fruit it 
needs to be cross pollinated by an-
other type of apple that is blooming 
at the same time close to each other. 
We are so lucky that now we can plant 
dwarf apple trees that are grafted onto 
a rootstock that causes the apple tree 
to stay smaller and thus be easier to 
maintain. 

Ensuring you plant a variety of flow-
er types that will be sure to attract 
all the different types of pollinators. 
There are many species of bees that 
will love to come and visit as well as 
a variety of other insects both in the 
daylight hours and when it is dark. 
Moths are nocturnal butterflies that 
are most attracted to white blooms 
as they reflect the moonlight the best. 
When the hummingbirds 
come to visit, I always feel 
that it is a true sign of suc-
cess! 

We do not often think 
of how important pollina-
tors are but they are vital 
to our food sources. Due 
to many factors, including 
loss of habitat, pollinator 
populations have experi-
enced severe declines so 
it is even more important 

to plant pollinator gardens. Ideally, a 
space with lots of sunshine is the best 
for a pollinator garden as many of the 
little critters are extremely sensitive 
to cool temperatures. Thus in spring 
and fall, the sunny areas will warm up 
more quickly, but some shade during 
the hot summer temperatures is also 
a good idea. 

Depending on how talented you are 
in the garden, the plants can be started 
by seed or purchased from your favou-
rite garden centre as bedding plants. 
If growing from seed, choose pack-
ets that contain a single plant type 
rather than the entire garden in the 
packet. Unless you know your plants 
extremely well, planting a variety of 
plants will leave you guessing which 
are weeds and which are actually the 
plants you wish to grow. Prepare the 
soil in the area well by removing any 
perennial weeds and adding lots of 
organic matter to ensure you are pro-
viding a great home for your pollina-
tor plants. Seeding directly or starting 
them indoors depends on what you are 
planting, your degree of patience and 
how much time you have for tending to 
your garden. It is sometimes easiest to 
start the seeds indoors, and bed them 
out after the last risk of frost. I like to 
plant areas of each type of plant so it 
looks both natural and is aesthetically 
attractive. 

The best gardeners are those that 
take the time to learn everything 
about the plants that they are grow-
ing. If you learn about the plants, un-
derstand your soil and how the plants 
and soil interact you will definitely see 
the greatest levels of success! 

Hanbidge is the Lead Horticultur-
ist with Orchid Horticulture. Find us 
at www.orchidhort.com; by email at 
info@orchidhort.com; on facebook @
orchidhort and on instagram at #or-
chidhort.

Pollinator gardens

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 9am - 5pm; Wednesday 9am 
- 5pm; Friday 9am - 5pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10am - 4pm; Thursday 10am 
- 4pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 11am - 4pm; Wednesday 12 
pm -5 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 1pm - 6pm; Thursday 1pm - 6pm; 
Friday 1pm - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm. Contact us for more info 306-497-3130, 
www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 11:30am - 4:30pm; Wednesday 11:30am - 
4:30pm; Thursday 11:30am - 4:30pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Summer Hours: Tues-
day 9:30am - 4pm; Wednesday 9:30am - 4pm; Phone: 306-468-2501
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10am - 4pm; Wednesday 1pm - 7pm.  
Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 9am - 2pm; Wednesday 
3pm - 6pm; Friday 11am - 5pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Monday 10am - 3pm; Thursday 3pm - 7pm. For 
information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway 
Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2pm - 6pm; Tuesday 2pm 
- 8pm; Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Thursday 12pm - 6pm; Friday 10 am - 5pm (Story 
Time 10:30am - 11:30am); Saturday 10am - 4pm. 

~
LEASK: Walter Willoughby Horticultural Society – 61st Annual Horticulture Show, 
Thurs., August 15th, 2024, Leask Community Centre. Doors open at 2:00 p.m. Awards 
at 4:00 p.m. Bring exhibits Wed 5-8pm, Thurs 7:30-9am. Everyone welcome. Show 
books available. Please contact: 306-747-3301 for more information.
CANWOOD: The Canadian Grand Masters Sendoff Fiddle Show & Dry Dance 
– Monday, August 19, 7pm - 11pm, Canwood Elks Community Centre. Featuring 
Saskatchewan fiddlers and Saskatchewan participants attending the 2024 Cana-
dian Grand Masters Fiddling Competition in Whitehorse, Yukon Territory. Aus-
tin Castle (Swift Current, Past CGM Sask Rep), Emily Dubois (Regina, 2024 CGM 
Sask Rep), Lucas Welsh (Meadow Lake, Guest - Guitar & Fiddle), Joseph Desjar-
lais (Saskatoon, 2024 CGM Sask Rep), Booker Blakley (Saskatoon, Past CGM Sask 
Rep), Trent Bruner (Guest - House Accompanist & MC). Admission: $15/Adult, 
$5/Children 6-12, Preschoolers Free. Tickets available at the door. Arranged with 
help from the Canwood Public Library Board Branch of Wapiti Regional Library.
SPIRITWOOD: Spiritwood Horticulture Society Annual Show – Friday, August 
16, 2024 @ Spiritwood Civic Centre. Doors open to the public @ 2pm; Awards Pre-
sentations @ 5:30pm. Canteen on site. *Entry setup is Thurs., Aug. 15 from 2pm 
- 7:30pm* Entries accepted for Rural/Urban Yard/Garden and Commercial Front 
until Fri., August 9, 2024. To enter call Roberta Wasden @ 306-883-2865.

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

SHOP LOCAL. SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that keep your community and its 
newspapers thriving.



Canada, primarily be-
cause of our compara-
tively small population, 
is not one of the heavy-
weights in the global 
sports picture, unless 
we’re talking about 
hockey, where we dom-
inate. But at an event 
like the Summer Olym-
pics, Canada is usually 
one of the unheralded 
nations. In fact, through 
the years, Canada ranks 
13th in total medals 
(while placing third 
overall in Winter Olym-
pics).

But ask any sports fan 
outside of Canada what 
comes to mind when 
they mesh the words 
“Canada” and “Olym-
pics” and the answer will 
invariably be “cheating.”

Canada, with an other-
wise spotless worldwide 
reputation as fair, kind, 
honourable and polite — 
cheaters. Aaaghh! Say it 
ain’t so, Justin.

Thirty-six years ago, 
Ben Johnson brought 
shame to Canada when 
he tested positive for 
steroids in the after-
math of one of the big-
gest events of the 1988 
Seoul Olympics: The 
100-metre sprint final 
featuring Johnson and 

the United States star, 
Carl Lewis. The hype 
and buildup for the final 
was enormous and when 
Johnson crossed the fin-
ish line first in a world 
record time of 9.79 sec-
onds, Canadians from 
coast to coast rejoiced.

For one day, any-
way. Johnson’s use of 
the banned substance 
stanozolol, which was 
discovered in his sys-
tem following a post-
race drug test, had him 
stripped of the gold. The 
story made worldwide 
headlines and Johnson 
went from hero to zero 
in Canadian sports his-
tory.

Now, our country’s 
making headlines 
around the world for 
another reason — and 
it’s not the swimming 
exploits of Summer 
McIntosh, or the bas-
ketball team led by Shai 
Gilgeous-Alexander, or 
the sprinting prowess of 
Andre DeGrasse. It’s an-
other cheating scandal 
and because it’s centred 
around soccer, the sport 
played in more coun-
tries in the world than 
any other, the shame 
has spread to all corners 
of the globe.

Prior to the start of 
this year’s Olympics, a 
drone operated by rep-
resentatives of the Ca-
nadian team was dis-
covered taking video 
of a practice session of 
New Zealand, their first 
opponent (Canada won 
the game 2-1). Head 
coach Bev Priestman 
was suspended for the 
rest of the Olympic tour-
nament and two others, 
an assistant coach and 
an analyst, were sent 
home from Paris before 
the opening ceremo-
nies. “By no means did 
I direct the individuals,” 
Priestman said.

Initial reporting by 
Rick Westhead of TSN 
indicated that use of 
drones to spy on Canadi-
an opponents’ practices 

has been commonplace. 
Questions were asked 
whether John Herdman, 
who guided the Canadi-
an women’s soccer team 
to a gold medal at the 
Tokyo Olympics in 2021, 
authorized similar spy-
ing tactics while he was 
the women’s coach, and 
whether he’s authorized 
similar underhanded 
tactics in his current 
role as Canada’s men’s 
team coach. He said no 
to all such suggestions.

The Canadian Olym-
pic story in Paris will 
obviously be brighter as 
the Games move toward 
their Aug. 11 conclusion. 
It couldn’t have got off 
to a worse start and no 
matter how many med-
als our country wins, the 
“cheating” black cloud 
will hang over our coun-
try in the eyes of the rest 
of the athletic world.

• Mike Bianchi of the 
Orlando Sentinel: “Golf 
is just an adult version 
of an Easter Egg hunt.”

• Medicine Hat News’ 
CFL columnist Graham 
Kelly,  detailing the re-
cent sad history of Ed-
monton coach Chris 
Jones: “Jones’ major tal-
ent turns out to be burn-
ing bridges.”

• Another one from 
Kelly, on the CFL match-
up between struggling 
Edmonton and Hamil-
ton: “Edmonton hosts 
Hamilton in the Misery 
Loves Company bowl.”

• Comedy guy Torben 
Rolfsen of Vancouver: 
“Cleveland Guardians 
drafted Travis Bazzana 
first in the MLB draft. 
I hope at some point he 
gets to play for the Sa-
vannah Bananas. That 
would be awesome.”

• Funny guy Brad 
Dickson of Omaha: “As 
some of you undoubtedly 
heard I qualified for the 
Paris Olympic Games in 
both the decathlon and 
the heptathlon.  Howev-
er, I’ve decided to fore-
go the competition and 
stay home and spend my 
time reading social me-
dia posts about the up-
coming U.S. presidential 
election.”

• Vancouver author 
and humour columnist 
Steve Burgess: “Cana-
da’s Celine Dion will re-
turn to the stage in the 
Olympic opening cere-
monies. Plans for drone 
footage have been can-
celled.”

• Phil Mushnick of the 
New York Post: “NBC’s 

genuine Olympics spir-
it can soon be seen on 
bills. Just before the 
Games were scheduled 
to begin, it raised the 
cost of Peacock by two 
bucks per month.”

• Jack Finarelli on his 
website sportscurmud-
geon.com, quotes from 
a note he received from 
a reader named Barry: 
“Reminder that the term 
‘Home Run’ is incredibly 
offensive to homeless 
people, people in wheel-
chairs and especial-
ly homeless people in 
wheelchairs.”

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “Reuters re-
ports a Belgian town 
made a giant omelet of 
10,000 eggs. I’m taking 
the high road on this 
and not cracking any 
yokes.”

• Headline at the on-
ion.com: “MLB Los-
es Millions of Stats In 
Warehouse Fire”

• Headline at fark.
com: “Why do athletes 
bite their medals at the 
Olympics? Because one 
in every 25 contains a 
delicious chocolate cen-
tre.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

Canada’s athletic reputation stained once again

SportsSports

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

A familiar face will be calling the 
shots from behind the bench when the 
Parkland U18 AA Elks return to the ice 
for the upcoming 2024-2025 hockey 
season this fall.

Shellbrook’s Curtis Olsen is returning 
for his second season as the team’s head 
coach, and is hoping to pick up where 
the team left off in the first round of the 
SAAHL playoffs.

“It was a good season. We got into the 
playoffs, and when you do that, you give 
yourself a chance,” Olsen said, giving 
kudos to his players for their growth 
throughout the hockey season. “We 
ended up playing the Saskatoon River-
kings, who won it all, and it was a bat-
tle. They had to work hard to beat us.”

Once again, Olsen brings with him a 
wealth of knowledge as a player, having 
competed in the SJHL with the North 
Battleford North Stars and the Flin 
Flon Bombers. He also logged a lot of 
minutes in a Shellbrook Elks jersey 
throughout his senior hockey career.

As a coach, Olsen got his start in 
Shellbrook minor hockey by coaching 
his daughter and son through the pro-
gram, but also served as head coach of 
the Prince Albert Bantam Foxes, as-
sistant coach of the Parkland U18 AA 
Elks (2022-2023), Prince Albert U18 
AA Foxes, and the Prince Albert U18 
AAA Northern Bears, and a provincial 
regional coach mentor with Hockey 
Saskatchewan.

While Olsen has no shortage of expe-
rience as a player and a coach, he says 
the learning never truly stops in hock-

ey, especially when you’re competing at 
the AA level.

“It’s a great thing having this pro-
gram in our community and for the 

surrounding area,” he said. “It’s a 
tough league, so you’ve got to practice 
hard, be prepared for games… it’s not a 
league where you just show up and play. 
For the players wanting to develop and 
move on [to AAA or Junior], it really 
sets them up well for that.”

As for what he’s expecting to bring to 
the table this hockey season, Olsen says 
players can expect more of his team-
first approach and hard work.

“It’s always about the players,” he 
said. “We’re going to make sure we’re 
preparing them for the season, and 
doing things to set up the players [who 
want to move up] for success.”

The Parkland U18 AA Elks’ condi-
tioning camp and main camp, at which 
the roster for the 2024-2025 hockey 
season will be finalized, are set for Sep-
tember.

Olsen returns as Parkland U18 AA Elks coach

Shellbrook’s Curtis Olsen is return-
ing for his second season as coach of 
the Parkland U18 AA Elks.
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Your Guide to 
Home Services 
and Repair 
Professionals

Business 
Directory

Business 
Directory

306-747-2442 • chads@sbchron.com

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded
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ELECTRICIAN

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ACCOUNTANT

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook � 306-747-2896
Canwood � 306-468-2227
Leask � 306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

INSURANCE

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

LAWYER

Shelley Cannon, in person,
by appointment

124 1st St. E., Spiritwood
Rear Building Entrance

306-922-4700
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

LAWYER

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBING

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

MECHANIC

• Truck and Trailer Inspections
• School Bus Inspections

• Diesel Tuning
• Diagnostics Services

• Fully Licensed

Call for more information

306-747-7711

REAL ESTATE

306.883.7449
Call or text

Residential | Cottage | Agricultural | Commercial

www.heathersarrazin.com

Located in Shell 
Lake and proudly 

supporting & 
serving our local 

communities!

North Country

REAL ESTATE

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space 
Is Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick 
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

LAWYER

Bill Cannon, in person,
by appointment

52 Main Street, Shellbrook
306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

CONSTRUCTION
 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

Your Local New Home Builder
•	 Home & Farm Building 

Construction
•	 Framing
•	 Concrete Work
•	 Siding & Windows
Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area

cailynmalmberg@gmail.com

Cailyn Malmberg
REALTOR®

Specializing in 
Residential & 

Rural Real Estate

Call/Text: 
306.715.1411

REAL ESTATE

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL – FARM

Bevra Fee, Realtor®
(306) 883-7058
RE/MAX OF THE BATTLEFORDS

each office independently owned & operated

bevrafee@sasktel.net

SPIRITWOOD’S REALTOR®...SERVING THE REGION!

1391 100th St
NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK

S9A 0V9
Office: (306) 446-8800

REAL ESTATE

FUNERAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated 

To Sell Ag, Residential, 
Cottage & Commercial 

Properties For You!

306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca

Shawna Schira-Kroeker
Your Local Realtor™...

Working Hard ...

North Country

www.shawnaschirakroeker.com

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442



The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
SWNA Blanket Classifieds

Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 
Cost for 25 words:

Saskatchewan market�..................$209.00
   One Zone �.....................................$86.00
   Two Zone�...................................$123.00
Alberta market�.............................$269.00
Manitoba market�.........................$189.00
BC market�......................................$395.00
Ontario market�.............................$439.00
   Western Ontario �.....................$155.00   
   Central Ontario �........................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario�.......................$145.00
   Northern Ontario �......................$90.00
Quebec market
   English�.......................................$160.00
Atlantic market�............................$200.00
Across Canada �.........................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French) �.....................$967.00

Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 4 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in 
good faith. We advise that it is in your interest 
to investigate offers personally. Publications 
by this paper should not be taken as an 
endorsement of  the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people 

weekly. 
Personal Classifieds: 

$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ per 
additional word for the 1st week. 

Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.
Classified Display: 

$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches = $52.50 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

FOR SALE – Ajax 
Bale Wagon. Will 
hold 11 round bales. 
$2,000 firm. Call 306-
747-3294� 2-33

DELARONDE Re-
sort Cabin Rental – 
Lots of availability 
for August and 
September.
Call (306)469 4462 
� 2-32

Make Money 
With The 

Classifieds
Sell your stuff with 
a little help from the 

Shellbrook 
Chronicle

Spiritwood 
Herald 

20 words for only
$16.00 plus GST 
$8.00  for each 
additional week
Additional words 

20¢ EACH

306-747-2442
chads@

sbchron.com

It’s Easy
to place 

a classified!
Phone

 306-747-2442
Fax:

306-747-3000
Email: 

chads@
sbchron.com

Classifieds Work!

306-747-2442
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Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SUNDAY

Spiritwood - 9:00 a.m.
Leoville - 11:00 a.m.

Chitek Lake - 1:00 p.m.
SATURDAY

Medstead - 6:00 p.m.
Shell Lake - 8:00 p.m. 

Everyone Welcome
Fr. Ramel Macapala 

-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

-----------------------
FIELDS OF HOPE

(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 10:00 am

1st Sun. (June, July, Aug.)
Worship - 10:00 am 

at Rabbit Lake 
Mennonite Church
 -----------------------

BETHEL
Medstead

 2nd Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
4th Sunday, 10 am - 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------
BELBUTTE FULL 

GOSPEL
   11 am  Worship Service

-----------------------

MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 4th 

St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380

Praise & Worship

The continued heat and lack of mois-
ture has accelerated crop advancement 
throughout the province. With the cur-
rent conditions crops throughout many 
regions are stressed, causing yield poten-
tial to further decline this week. Producers 
are hoping for moisture to help with head 
and pod filling on later seeded crops but 
for many advanced crops, any moisture 
received would have little impact on yield 
at this stage. Additionally, it is unlikely 
that a second cut of hay will be possible in 
most areas of the province due to the lack 
of moisture. 

In the southern parts of the province, 
pulses are being desiccated with many just 
starting to be harvested. Cereals are also 
being harvested for feed in the southern 
region. Producers indicate there will like-
ly be an increase in the amount of cereal 
crops that are harvested for feed given 
the concerns over yield potential under 
the current conditions. Many other areas 
of the province are preparing for harvest 
operations as the hot and dry conditions 
continue to quickly ripen crops.

Hot temperatures and lack of moisture 
persisted this week with many areas across 
the province receiving only trace amounts 
of rainfall or none at all. The highest rain-
fall recorded fell in the Hafford area at 15 
mm, followed by the St. Walburg area at 
14 mm. The Aneroid area received 11 mm 
over the past week.

Topsoil moisture continued to decline 
this week. Provincially, cropland topsoil 
moisture is rated as 41 per cent adequate, 
49 per cent short and 10 per cent very 
short. Hayland topsoil moisture is report-
ed at 40 per cent adequate, 49 per cent 
short and 11 per cent very short. Pasture 
topsoil moisture is 37 per cent adequate, 47 
per cent short and 16 per cent very short. 

Pastures are starting to be impacted by 
the lack of rainfall. Currently, four per cent 
of pastures are rated as excellent condi-
tion, 37 per cent good, 42 per cent fair, 15 
per cent poor and two per cent as very poor 
condition.

Lack of moisture, heat, lodging due to 
wind, grasshoppers and aphids continued 
to take a toll on crops over the past week. If 
producers are taking control measures for 
pests, they are reminded to read product 
labels and follow pre-harvest intervals as 
crops are quickly advancing throughout 
the province. More information is avail-
able in the Guide to Crop Protection.

As producers prepare for harvest, they 
are reminded to take safety precautions 
and preventative fire measures when they 
can. The Farm Stress Line is available to 
provide support to producers toll free at 
1-800-667-4442.

Crop Report: 
July 23 to 29

FOR RENT

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m. 
(in-person only)

St. John’s - Shellbrook
Sunday School, 

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
(in-person and online 

via Facebook live)
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Lorne Valuck

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship

Canwood
Summer: 10 a.m. - Worship

Pastor Bob Wrench
306-468-2138

Leask Gospel Tabernacle
Sunday 11 a.m.

Pastor Josh
1-780-690-2100

------------------------
IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN

Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship 
------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

11 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 a.m.
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service

Canwood - Christ Church
Sunday, 2 p.m. - Service

Rev. Canon David Butorac
306-961-1634

Minister’s Warden: 
306-922-5159

H.C. Service with Rev. 
Butorac - 2nd Sunday of the 

month  
------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.

Summer: 10:30 a.m. - 12
306-469-2258

Youth Nite: Fridays
Mont Nebo

Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June – August)

306-468-2525
------------------------

PRESBYTERIAN
Mistawasis

Sunday worship
11:00 a.m.

Rev. Stewart Folster
------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Mariusz Zajac

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Mariusz Zajac 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
Mistawasis

1st & 3rd Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Tuan Doan

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath 

School
Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship

Pastor Myshan Irving
306-747-3398

Praise & Worship

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY

JARAN 
FARMS LTD. 

is looking to fill a 
seasonal full-time 

Truck Driver, and a Farm 
Operator position for 
Harvest 2024, located 

in the Leask area. 

Truck Driver applicants 
must have a valid 

Class 1A, and Farm 
Operators must have 

a valid Class 5. 

Positions offer a 
supportive work 
environment and 

competitive wages.

Email resumes to 
jason@jaranfarms.com 
or call (306)270-5670.

NOTICE
The Tax Enforcement Act

FRANCES ROSE KING
TAKE NOTICE that the Rural Municipality of 
Leask No. 464 intends to be registered as owner 
under the above Act of the land described as SE 10-
48-05-3 EXT 3, Title No. 154805047, NE 10-48-05-3 
EXT 76, Title No. 154805306.
The municipality claims title to the land by virtue of 
an interest based on the tax lien registered against the 
existing title to the land in the Land Titles Registry 
as Interest Number 197676095, 197676208 and 
you are required to TAKE NOTICE that unless you 
contest the claim of the municipality or redeem the 
land pursuant to the provisions of the above Act 
within six months from the service of this notice on 
you and, subject to the further provisions of The Tax 
Enforcement Act, a certificate of title will be issued 
to the applicant and you will thereafter be forever 
estopped and debarred from setting up any claim to, 
or in respect of, the land.
The amount required to redeem the land may be 
ascertained on application to the Clerk, Treasurer or 
Administrator of the municipality. For any questions 
about the tax enforcement process please contact 
Taxervice at 1-877-734-3113.
Dated this 8th day of August, 2024.

Donna Goertzen, Administrator
Rural Municipality of Leask No. 464

NOTICE

FOR SALE

Advertising 
Deadline is

Friday 
4:00 p.m.

CHECK IT OUT!
www.shellbrookchronicle.com

www.spiritwoodherald.com
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Larry Arnold Ferster
May 20, 1949 – July 

28, 2024

Larry was born to Arnold 
and Edith Ferster on May 
20, 1949, in Prince Albert, 
SK, and was raised on the 
farm south of Shellbrook 
in the Brightholme district 
until he was 9. He attend-
ed school at Mount Teviot 
until Grade 4 when they 
moved nine miles north 
of Shellbrook to the farm, 
where his son, Drew, cur-
rently resides.

Larry attended Rayside 
School until Grade 9 and 
then started attending 
school in Shellbrook. He 
met his future wife, Deb-

ra (Debbie) at dances that 
were held by their church. 
They were married in 1972 
and began their family 
when Drew was born in 
1977. The following year 
their family was complete 
when Deanna was born in 
1978.

Larry took over the fam-
ily farm and he and Debbie 
raised their two children on 
the farm where he grew up. 
Over the next 30 years, Lar-
ry worked with his family 
to grow their mixed farm-
ing operation that included 
grain, cattle, and chickens. 
In 2002, Larry and Deb-
bie built their house and 
moved into Shellbrook. 

Larry was a very so-
cial person and enjoyed 
making conversation with 
anyone he met. He loved 

sports and enjoyed golf 
and curling into his senior 
years. He also loved follow-
ing his grandchildren and 
watching them compete 
in their sports. Larry was 
always very committed to 
the community and was a 
long-standing member of 
the Elks Club, held a term 
on the Rural Municipali-
ty of Shellbrook, and was 
a member of St. John’s 
Church Council since he 
was 18 until the day he 
passed. Larry was always 
willing to step in and vol-
unteer and could be seen 
working the canteen at the 
Parkside Derby or at the ad-
mission booth at the Shell-
brook annual sports days.

Because of Larry’s deep 
love for community, the 
family is asking that any 

donations in his memory 
be sent to either the Shell-
brook Senior Curling Club 
or to the Shellbrook Senior 
Elks Hockey Club.

Larry lost the battle to 
an aggressive cancer on 
July 28, 2024. He will be 
lovingly remembered by 
his wife of 52 years, Debra, 
and his children and grand-
children: Drew (Tanya), 
Ashton, Kassie and Kallie; 
Deanna Ledding (Jeff), Ava 
and Emmy. Larry will also 
be lovingly remembered 
by his siblings: Ron (Bev) 
Ferster and Brenda (Ted) 
Ledding; and his in-laws: 
Ron (Inez) Helm, Verne 
(Joanne) Helm, and David 
(Lorinda) Helm and nu-
merous nieces and neph-
ews.

Larry was pre-deceased 

by his parents Arnold and 
Edith Ferster as well as 
his mother-in-law Dorothy 
Matzner, his step-father-
in-law Joe Matzner, and his 
father-in-law Ervin Helm.

There was a Funeral Ser-
vice held for Larry at 11:00 
a.m. on Friday, August 2, 
2024, from the Shellbrook 
Community Hall with Rev. 
Emmanuel Aristide offici-
ating. Larry will be laid to 
rest in the Shellbrook Cem-
etery. Family and friends 
wishing to share online 
condolences are welcome 
to visit www.beaulacfuner-
alhome.com Arrangements 
have been entrusted to the 
care of Beau “Lac” Funer-
al Home & Crematorium, 
Tammy Smart, Funeral Di-
rector, Shellbrook, SK 306-
747-2828. 

Obituary
~

Larry Arnold Ferster
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The Saskatchewan Public Safety 
Agency (SPSA) is announcing a new 
web application to enhance support for 
communities and residents facing evac-
uation.

The Saskatchewan Evacuation App 
(Sask Evac App) helps residents who 
have left their home stay connected to 
their communities and provide their 
leadership with essential information. 
Sask Evac App also helps leadership and 
decision makers ensure that resources 
are available during an emergency. 

The Sask Evac App collects basic 
contact information at no cost to the 
community or resident so appropriate 

support before, during and after the 
evacuation can be provided. 

The new web app is now live and has 
already been rolled out in communities 
such as Creighton, Buffalo Narrows and 
the resort village of Candle Lake. To best 
prepare for an event, Saskatchewan res-
idents are encouraged to pre-register 
themselves and their families at https://
app.saskecs.ca/. Registration takes less 
than five minutes.

Should a person or family need to 
evacuate their home community, resi-
dents who pre-registered can return to 
the Sask Evac App and verify their infor-
mation. 

“When an individual or family has to 
flee their home, events unfold rapidly,” 
Corrections, Policing and Public Safety 
Minister Paul Merriman said in a state-
ment. “The Sask Evac App is designed 
to enhance safety during an emergency 
and can also be used proactively. It en-
sures that valuable time is not wasted in 
critical moments.”

At the request of a community, the 
SPSA can provide provincial resources 
to support the evacuation of residents 
when a real and imminent threat exists 
to ensure the safety of their citizens.

“Evacuations are extremely disrup-
tive to communities and families,” SPSA 

President and Fire Commissioner Marlo 
Pritchard said in a statement. “Our goal 
is to support people within home com-
munities whenever possible, but in the 
event of an evacuation, the Sask Evac 
App will help ensure people receive the 
timely support they need.”

Information gathered through Sask 
Evac App is securely hosted by the SPSA 
and shared with community leadership 
when necessary. Information is not dis-
closed to any third-party vendor. 

Communities interested in learning 
more about how the Sask Evac App can 
support their community, can contact 
spsaecs@gov.sk.ca.

SPSA launches new app to support evacuees, communities
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