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Spiritwood High School recently received a $10,000 Best Buy grant. Accepting the grant on behalf of the school, from left to right:
counsellor Kendra Sanders, librarian Ricki Corfield, and vice principal Scott Haggarty.

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

In schools across Saskatchewan,
funding limitations often mean
teachers and students have to do the
best they can with the resources they
have available.

For Spiritwood High School, this
has long been true where technology
is concerned.

As school counsellor Kendra Sand-
ers explains, much of the school
curriculum is delivered primarily
through Google Classroom and Eds-
by, both of which require depend-

able technology access. However, the
school currently operates with an
approximate 3:1 student to computer
ratio. In addition, many of its exist-
ing devices are between two and five
years old and increasingly require
repairs, further impacting their reli-
ability and usability.

“These challenges make it difficult
to fully support digital learning and
instructional delivery,” Sanders said.
“As a result, students are often un-
able to independently complete tech-
nology based assignments during
class time.”

The need to improve student ac-

cess to essential technology led San-
dra to research potential sources
of external funding to support the
school, which, in turn, led her to
Best Buy’s Teen Tech Grant, a pro-
gram that provides $10,000 to sec-
ondary schools to provide essential
educational technology for students
in Grades 8 through 12.

Seeing it as a worthwhile opportu-
nity, Sanders applied for the grant,
and recently learned that Spiritwood
High School was among 12 grant re-
cipients nationwide. Sanders says
the grant funding will be used to
purchase 21 Chromebooks for the

school.

“High quality devices support daily
classroom instruction, accommoda-
tions for diverse learners, and prepa-
ration for post secondary education
and the workforce,” she said, noting
that the school was both grateful and
excited to receive the grant.

“The funding represents a signifi-
cant investment in our students and
affirms the importance of equitable
access to technology in education.
The positive impact of this support
will be felt across our entire student
body.”

Continued on page 2
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Senior Elks top Lakers in Provincials

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The Shellbrook Elks Senior Hock-
ey Club continued its run through
the Senior D provincial tournament
on Saturday, Feb. 7, welcoming the
Lucky Lake/Beechy Lakers to Shell-
brook for game one of their second
round series.

Once the opening face off was
dropped, both teams came out even-
ly matched, setting a fast, hard-hit-
ting pace for the game. Gifted an ear-
ly power play, the Elks looked solid
but weren’t able to cash in on any of
their scoring attempts. However, the
power play was enough to shift the
momentum in the Elks’ favour, as
they pounced on a turnover in the
Lakers end and drew first blood on a
goal from Matthew Flodell, assisted
by Rylan Moe.

The Elks kept the pressure on the
Lakers in the dying minutes of the
first period, but were unable to build
on their 1-0 lead.

Picking up where they left off in
the second period, the Elks kept the
Lakers on their toes through the sec-
ond period, even when they were on
the penalty kill. Finally, after a near
miss, the Elks extended their lead on
a defensive turnover by the Lakers,
which opened the door for Jody Blais
to score on assists from Rylan Moe
and Sam Miller.

Mere seconds later it was 3-0 Elks,

as Blais located the puck amidst a
sea of chaos in front of the Lakers
goal and scored, unassisted.

As the period wore on, the Elks
committed their first major error
by taking a penalty that allowed the
Lakers to setup and score on a top
shelf shot from the point by Tage
Fawns. Cohen Smith and Nolan Mc-
Donald earned assists on the goal.

The game opened up after this
goal, with both teams trading off
good opportunities. The Lakers

l

eventually got the better of these ex-
changes, closing the gap to 3-2 after
the Elks left McDonald undefended
on their own doorstep and let him
tap a cross-ice pass into a wide-open
goal. Josh Rediron and Will Camp-
bell assisted on the goal.

With both teams jumping out to
a fast-paced start again in the third
period, it was the Elks who got the
better of the early exchanges, as Dal-
las Galloway corralled a rebound
into the Lakers’ goal on assist from

Elks forward Rylan Moe tips a shot on goal but can’t get it past Lakers

goalie Steven Duchsher.

Sam Miller and Tyler Rock.

The Lakers fired right back, how-
ever, finishing off an offensive rush
with a goal from Jake Spak, assisted
by Levi Kimble.

Going on a power play shortly after
this, the Elks made the most of the
opportunity, as Galloway found the
back of the net again on a shot from
the point. Rock and Kaiden Couture
assisted on the goal.

Down 5-3 with time quickly count-
ing down, the Lakers pulled their
goalie in a last-ditch effort to even up
the score and force overtime. Tight-
ening their defences, the Elks were
able to withstand the storm, thanks
in no small part to some clutch saves
from netminder Alex Bell.

Game two of the series will be
played in Lucky Lake this Friday,
Feb. 13. If the Elks win or tie, they
will advance to round three of Pro-
vincials.

Traveling out to Cudworth on
Sunday afternoon, the Elks opened
up the Twin Rivers Hockey League
playoffs against the Cudworth Tricky
Maroons. Though no game sheet
was available prior to publication,
the Elks were able to secure a 9-8
overtime win to take a 1-0 lead in the
best-of-three series.

Game two of the series was sched-
uled to be played in Shellbrook on
Tuesday night (Feb. 10). If necessary,
game three will be played in Shell-
brook on Tuesday, Feb. 17.

Sprritwood High School recerves Best Buy grant

Continued from 1

devices at home.

plays a vital role in pro-

technology,  motivate vices,

improving the

youth who collaborate

In addition to increas-
ing access to technology
at school, Sanders says
the grant funding will
support the school’s
most vulnerable stu-
dents, including those
who don’t have personal

“The ability to take
Chromebooks  home
will allow students to
complete assignments
and stay engaged with
their learning outside of
school hours,” she said.
“This grant therefore
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION
OF ASSESSMENT ROLL

VILLAGE OF MARCELIN

Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll for the
Village of Marcelin for the year of 2026 has been prepared
and is open to inspection in the office of the assessor on
the following days: Tuesday & Wednesday from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. and Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. from
February 12t 2026 to March 12t, 2026.

A bylaw pursuant to section 214 of The Municipalities Act
has been passed and the assessment notices have been
sent as required.

Any person who wishes to appeal against his or her
assessment is required to file his or her notice of appeal,
along with a fee of $200.00, refundable upon success
of appeal, to: The Assessor, Village of Marcelin, Box 39,
Marcelin, SK, SOJ 1RO, by the 12™ day of March, 2026.
Contact for the Secretary for the Board of Revision Nicolle
Hoskins, secretary@westernmunicipal.ca, 1-306-441-2674.

Dated this 12 day of February, 2026.
Leanne McCormick, Assessor

moting equity, academ-

ic participation, and
student success.”
Launched in 2018,

Best Buy’s Teen Tech
Grants have provided
$4 million in funding
to secondary schools
across Canada. Kirsten
Dickson, a Best Buy ex-
ternal communications
specialist, says the com-
pany saw it as a way to
build brighter futures
for students through

their learning, and set
them up for success.

“We were inspired by
Spiritwood’s  applica-
tion and their commit-
ment to creating equi-
table opportunities for
their students,” Dickson
said.

“Spiritwood High
School will use their
grant to fund 21
Chromebooks for stu-
dents who may not have
access to their own de-

been sent as required.

(SAMA).

appeal is successful.

February, 2026.

Heather Sten, Assessor
Village of Canwood

Box 172, 571 Main Street
Canwood, SK

student to device ratio
and moving the school
closer to 1:1 access. This
support helps remove
barriers for youth and
help level the playing
field for their students,
so they have a better
chance to reach their
full potential.”

In addition to the
$10,000 provided by
the grant, recipients
also join the Best Buy
Teen Tech Network, a
national community of

on projects and com-
pete for prizes, all while
boosting critical think-
ing skills and getting
hands on experience.
Currently, says Dick-
son, Best Buy is part-
nered with Microsoft on
a project that is explor-
ing and promoting the
responsible use of Al
tools. Schools who par-
ticipate will have an op-
portunity to win grants
up to $10,000 and priz-
es donated by Lenovo.

VILLAGE OF CANWOOD
NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT ROLL

Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll for
the Village of Canwood for the year 2026 has been
prepared and is open to inspection in the office of
the Assessor from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Tuesday to
Thursday from February 10, 2026, until April 12, 2026.

A bylaw pursuant to section 214 of The Municipalities
Act has been passed and the assessment notices have

Any person wishing to discuss the notice of assessment
or potential appeal may contact the Assessor at 306-
468-2016 (Village of Canwood) or 1-306-446-7660

Any person who wishes to appeal against his or her
assessment is required to file a notice of appeal to
the Board of Revision, by March 12, 2026 with Mike
Ligtermoet, Secretary to the Board of Revision, 642
Agnew Street, Prince Albert, Saskatchewan S6V 2P1
with the applicable fee of $100.00, made payable to
the Village of Canwood, which will be returned if the

Dated at Canwood, Saskatchewan this 6% day of

location:

NOTICE OF CALL FOR
NOMINATIONS

TOWN OF SPIRITWOOD

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations of
candidates for the office of:

Councillor: Town of Spiritwood
Number to be elected: One

will be received by the undersigned on the 18" day
of March, 2026 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the
Spiritwood Town Office;

and during regular business hours on February 12t
to March 18, 2026 at the Spiritwood Town Office.

Nomination forms may be obtained at the following

www.townofspiritwood.ca

Spiritwood Town Office, 212 Main Street

Public Disclosure Statements are required to be
submitted with all nomination forms.

Dated this 12t day of February, 2026.

Rhonda Saam
Returning Officer
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By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Herald
Reporter

The annual Spirit of
the North bonspiel was
held at Spiritwood’s
curling rink on Feb. 6
and 7, bringing junior
and senior high school
curlers from Spirit-
wood, Edam, Med-
stead, St. Walburg,
Leoville, North Battle-
ford, and Prince Albert
to the community.

All gathered to square
off in the well-attended
match-ups organized
by Spiritwood curl-
ing coach and teacher,
Shannon Caffet. Along
with support from the
Spiritwood Curling
Club, Caffet was assist-
ed by colleague Tom
Jesney and volunteer
Danica Laventure.

“Danica has helped
out with the younger
curlers all year, and she
will be missed when
she graduates this
year,” noted Caffet.

In fact, (spoiler alert)
Laventure has been
part of the winning
squad at the Spirit of
the North Classic for
the past three years.
Three of the members
of the three-peat team
curled their last end
ever in this particular
event, once again com-
ing up against the same
rival in this year’s final
as they did in 2024.

Comprising the Spir-
itwood Girls team
in the senior -cate-
gory, Laventure and

her teammates Aleah
Beaulac and Avarie Co-
nacher will be leaving

www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com

Spiritwood hosts Splrlt of the North Bonsplel

Jessie Allchurch as the
lone remaining mem-
ber of the team when
the former three all
graduate, guaranteeing
that the 2027 event will
see a (mostly) new se-
niors champ.

Fans were treated to
a well-played and com-
petitive A-side final
when the Senior Girls
and Senior Boys from
Spiritwood battled to a
7-6 final score — unin-
tentionally fitting with
the event’s “theme”
of 6 - 7 (if you know,
you know). The senior
B-side final was a cake-
walk for the St. Mary
Marauders over the
Royals out of Edam.
The winning teams
were awarded  gift
cards, while the sec-
ond-place teams scored
big with giant medals
made of chocolate!

The Junior catego-
ry over the two-day
bonspiel saw thrilling
action with many new
curlers holding their
own and entertaining
the curling enthusi-
asts in the gallery with
promise of up and com-
ing new stars.

Medstead fielded
a team in the Junior
age group for the first
time at the Spirit of the
North, with a strong
showing that landed
them in the B-side fi-
nal on Saturday, where
they were defeated by
the Spiritwood team.

“I thought we would
get trashed, but we won
all our games yesterday
and then we tied one
game and had to have
a draw to the button to

decide the winner,” re-
ported the team’s Skip,
Corsin Raess.

Curling as a team in
their hometown, the
squad has gelled during
the weekly league play
at Medstead’s curling
rink. The crew will be
taking their show on
the road to school Divi-
sion playoffs this year,
so the bonspiel was a
good trial run for them
(and for their team
curling pants, which
they all made in home

ec class — it’s Med-
stead, of course they
did.)

The Junior A-side fi-
nal was a thrilling con-
test between the young
rink from Leoville and
a worthy bunch from
St. Mary’s. Coming
down to the last rock,
Leoville’s skip pulled
off the clutch shot for
the win.

Daxon Christopher-
son, who curls in league
play in Leoville and in
Spiritwood, is a sea-
soned vet compared
to his teammates.
Drayden Laventure, the
team’s lead, curls part-
time with his grandpa,
Leoville’s  legendary
curling coach by the
name of Craz (Coach
Craz, to the kids, or
Ron Craswell outside
the curling rink).

“'m pretty happy
with our outing this
weekend, and I think
our coach did a pretty
good job with strategy,”
Drayden said.

In the Junior C-side
final, the other Spirit-
wood team pulled off a
runaway win to capture
the banner (and some
of those chocolate med-
als). Winning teams of
each event were also
given Spiritwood Curl-
ing Club t-shirts, do-
nated by the Club.
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Senior teams from Spiritwood High School faced off in the final, with the
girls finishing on top. From left to right: Wyatt Youst, Rory Booth, Van
Slater, Liam Simonar, Jessie Allchurch, Avarie Conacher, Danica Laven-

ture, and Aleah Beaulac.

1
2026

Spirit of the North

Curling Classic

Junior A Event winners from Leoville Central School, from left to right:
Wriley Rasay, Drayden Laventure, Elyse Menke, Daxon Christopherson,

and Coach Ron Craswell.

Lm! Jhue®

s

! Spirit of the North
"' Curling Classic

£

C Event winners in the Junior category from Spiritwood, from left to
right: Assistant Coach Danica Laventure, Mikayla Jewitt, Liv Slater, Si-
erra Strate, Ariel Smolinski, and Coach Shannon Caffet.

Skip Jessie Allchurch keeps an eye on the oppo-
nent’s rock in the A-final.

Cameo CommuniTy SnowmoBiLE RaLLy
Saturday, February 21

Register 12 noon to 3 p.m. at Cameo Hall

6 miles west of Shellbrook, then 2 miles north - on Cameo-Buckingham Road

TICKETS *10 EACH
O0R 3/%20

**every rider must purchase a $10 ticket**

& CALLKEITHAT 306-714-8830  ~

ORRALPH AT 306-747-3611 . foeias -

1%t Prize: 30% of ticket sales
2 Prize: 20% of ticket sales
34 Prize: 10% of ticket sales
plus rider-only door prizes
Many Prizes/Draws

TOWN OF £
SHELLBROOK
The Town of Shellbrook currently has an
exciting opportunity for a

Full-time Building and
Grounds Operator Level 1

We are seeking an enthusiastic person who
enjoys working with the public. In this role,
you will need to have the ability to multi-task,
be safety orientated & pay close attention to
detail. Includes indoor and outdoor tasks and
manual lifting.

Submit your resume to the Town Office in
person at 71 Main Street, or by

mail: Box 40, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
email: cao@townofshellbrook.ca

Competition closes when suitable candidate is found.

TOWN OF ##
SHELLBROOK
The Town of Shellbrook currently has an
exciting opportunity for a

Part-time Receptionist
Approx. 25 hours per week

We are seeking an enthusiastic person who
enjoys working with the public. In this role,
you will need to have the ability to multi-task
& pay close attention to detail. Experience in
Microsoft Excel and Microsoft Word is required
as well as the ability to balance bank deposits.

Submit your resume to the Town Office in
person at 71 Main Street, or by

mail: Box 40, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
email: cao@townofshellbrook.ca

Competition closes when suitable candidate is found.
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Pipeline prospects look
increasingly murky

A little more than two
months have passed since
Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney and Alberta Premier
Danielle Smith sat down
and signed an MOU that
could result in the construc-
tion of a new pipeline to
Canada’s west coast, and,

to sovereign cloud for Cana-
da and its allies; and

. Construction of large
transmission connections
with B.C. and Saskatchewan
to strengthen the ability of
the western power markets
to supply low carbon power
to oil, LNG, critical miner-

for all the incessant talk JORDAN als, agricultural, data cen-

about the prospective proj- T tres, and CCUS industries

ect, very little has changed. Wl in support of their sustain-
As a refresher, the MOU ~ ability goals.

doesn’t guarantee a pipeline News Editor Since these terms were set

will be built tomorrow, or
even 10 years from now.

Instead, it outlines the emission and
other climate conditions and time-
lines that need to be met in order for
a new oil pipeline to the Pacific to be
approved under the federal major
projects law.

These conditions include Alber-
ta signing on to an industrial carbon
pricing agreement to lower methane
emissions by 75 per cent over the next
10 years, and the federal government
axing the Trudeau era oil and gas
emissions cap and making adjust-
ments or exemptions to the federal oil
tanker ban off the coast of B.C.

The MOU also includes commit-
ments from both governments to
achieve net-zero emissions by 2050,
and to engage with the government of
British Columbia and B.C. First Na-
tions to “ensure they share in the fi-
nancial benefits” of any pipeline proj-
ect.

Last, but certainly not least, the
MOU identifies four projects for the
federal government to work on with
the western provinces:

+ Construction of one or more
private sector constructed and
financed pipelines, with Indige-
nous Peoples co-ownership and
economic benefits, in addition to
the expansion of the Trans Moun-
tain pipeline;

+ Constructing and financing Path-
ways, the world’s largest carbon
capture, utilization, and storage
project;

+ Construction of thousands of
megawatts of AI computing pow-
er, with a large portion dedicated

and agreed to at the end of

November (and unanimous-
ly approved in the Alberta Legisla-
ture), there’s been plenty of theatrics.

When they haven't been criticiz-
ing Mr. Carney’s failure to magically
manifest a pipeline, the Conservative
opposition has turned to legislative
stunts, cherry picking parts of the
MOU it agrees with, packaging them
as a bill, then acting outraged when
the bill fails to pass.

The political theatre intensified ear-
ly in the new year, when the United
States removed Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro from power.

The move was a wholly transpar-
ent attempt by U.S. President Donald
Trump to open up Venezuela’s vast oil
reserves to American interests. Al-
most immediately, it spawned panic
that Venezuela’s political and econom-
ic climate would stabilize overnight,
and that, once the oil started flowing,
the U.S. would no longer need Alber-
ta’s product (even though large oil
companies have called Venezuela “un-
investable”).

In the midst of all this sound and
fury (signifying nothing), no private
sector proponent has stepped for-
ward, no route for the pipeline has
been proposed, and no plans have
been presented.

The only real change is that Premier
Smith has ruled out routing the pipe-
line through Kitimat to B.C.’s north-
ern coast. Instead, during a meeting
with Prime Minister Carney and B.C.
Premier David Eby last week, she says
alternatives are being considered, in-
cluding an expansion of Enbridge’s
main line and exploring ways to bet-
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THE OLYMPICS WILL BE A WELCOME
BREAK FROM YOU-KNOW-WHO.

THAT’S WILDLY
OPTIMISTIC.

WELL,

LaMontagneArt.com

ter utilize old Keystone assets, among
other ideas.

“We are doing our work to put the
project together by June, and we are
hoping that the federal government
can move swiftly on making a deci-
sion so we can get down to technical
details on that,” Smith said following
the meeting.

“I'm very confident that once ap-
proved, we will have one or more
strong proponents in the private sec-
tor willing to work with us to build it.”

For his part, Mr. Eby has abandoned
his default position of opposing the
idea, and says he looks forward re-
ceiving updates on the prospective
project.

Despite this new spirit of collabora-
tion between Ms. Smith and Mr. Eby,
there’s still one major obstacle stand-
ing in the way of a new pipeline being
built: the lack of a business case for it.

Like any major capital project, an oil
pipeline is a significant long-term in-
vestment, and investors are a notori-
ously skittish group, prone to running
away unless conditions are ideal to
maximize their profits.

Currently, OPEC, which is headed
by Saudi Arabia and has a strangle-
hold on global oil markets, is pushing
oil prices down by overproducing. An-
alysts suggest this could persist well
into 2026, with JP Morgan projecting
that prices could drop into the $30 per

barrel range by 2027.

Given these market conditions, and
ongoing trade uncertainty between
Canada and the U.S., Canadian energy
sector firm Enserva is forecasting that
upstream oil and gas capital spending
will decline by 2.2 per cent in 2026,
and production will see no dramatic
increases.

What’s more, there are clear options
for companies to boost their exports
without risking billions of dollars on a
new pipeline.

According to the Canada Energy
Regulator, the Trans Mountain pipe-
line was, on average, 82 per cent full
between June 2024 and June 2025.
Meanwhile, the Alberta Energy Regu-
lator says the province currently pro-
duces 4 million barrels of oil per day,
but existing pipeline systems have ca-
pacity for 5.4 million barrels per day.

In short, there’s still pipeline capac-
ity for companies to leverage, and no
economic rationale for them to risk
undertaking a new capital project.

This, however, is not a reality that
will be accepted by Alberta (particu-
larly its separatist cohort).

So, if a project is going to proceed
“no matter what,” who’s going to pay
for this new pipeline for oil companies
that, in recent years, have continu-
ously set new production and profit
records,?

WEell, just take a look in the mirror.
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Raiders pick up OT win in playoff opener

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

After ending a strong regular season with back-
to-back losses, the Blaine Lake Raiders were look-
ing to get back in the win column when they kicked
off their playoff run in the Saskatchewan Prairie
Hockey League by travelling to Langham to face
off against the Langham Vikings on Friday, Feb. 6.

Though the game would go on to be a high-scor-
ing affair, both teams played to a 0-0 draw through
the opening period of Friday night’s match. The
first goal came early in the second period from
the Vikings, and started a back and forth that was
continued by Raiders’ Cole Brochu, on assists from
Braidan Onishenko and Patrick Gauthier.

Keeping the game essentially deadlocked, the Vi-
kings struck again just after the midway point of
the second period, only for the Raiders’ Thomas
Jean to tie the score at 2-2 on assists from Gage
Helm and Clay Casavant.

In a third period that saw the Raiders’ and Vi-
kings’ offenses come alive, the Vikings got the
scoring started early on a power play goal. A cou-
ple minutes later, Thomas Jean tied the game right
back up on his second goal of the night, assisted by
Helm, only for the Vikings to quickly reclaim the
lead.

The Raiders struck back just as quickly, scoring
three unanswered goals in just over two minutes to
surge ahead 6-4. Cole Brochu started the scoring,

with an assist from Patrick Gauthier, and Helm fol-
lowed up on an assist from Kyle Schmidt. Capping
off the scoring streak, Jean netted his hat trick
goal, on assists Adam Horner and Helm.

After regrouping, the Vikings cut the Raiders’
lead in half. But, following a lull in the scoring, the
Raiders restored their two-goal lead on Helm’s sec-
ond goal of the night, assisted by Ryan Smith and

Cole Brochu (middle) was named player of the
game in the Raiders’ OT win against the Lang-
ham Vikings in their playoff opener.

80 guests fed al
“Mystery Supper”

By DAVE as one would expect,
HYNDMAN consisting of meatballs
Submitted in gravy, mashed pota-

The Resolute School
Community Club came
up with a unique fund-
raising project, held at
the Pioneer Centre on
Feb 7. It was called a
“Mystery Country Sup-
per”, and some 80 peo-
ple snapped up the tick-
ets for this odd meal.

Oh, the food was typ-
ical fare, as delicious

toes, and steamed veg-
gies. What was differ-
ent was the manner in
which they were served,
leading to such oddities
as eating mashed pota-
toes with a dill pickle,
or a bowl of jell-o with
a celery stick.

Guests  themselves
determined the order
in which they were to
be served. Prior to the

Daniela Varela, Joyce Willick, Dave Hyndman,

and Diane Wingerter enjoy their mystery meal.
For this course, Daniela had beans, Joyce had
veggies and a bun, Dave had mashed potatoes,
and Diane spooned her jell-o with a celery stick.

ADVERTISING
DEADLINE IS

FRIDAY
4:00 P.M.

Jean.

Now up 7-5, with just over three minutes left on
the clock, the Raiders only needed to hold on for
the win. But the Vikings weren’t ready to go down
without a fight, and scored twice in 21 seconds to
force overtime.

There, Raiders leading scorer Kelly Friesen found
the back of the net for the first time in the game,
scoring on assists from Helm and Clay Casavant, to
give the Raiders the game one win.

The action returns to Blaine Lake (or possibly
Waldheim) this Friday, Feb. 13, for game two of the
best-of-three series. If necessary, game three will
be played in Blaine Lake (or Waldheim) on Satur-
day, Feb. 14.

MENSETE

Retired?
Missing your routine?
Ever heard of a Men’s Shed?

» Work on projects

* Share skills

* Enjoy coffee & good
company

[=]

Join or Start a Men’s Shed:
mensshedscanada.ca/SK

meal, everyone picked
out their items from a
list, with four items per
serving. However, none
of the things on the list
were remotely connect-
ed to a food item, so
it was, then, that one
person at the table may
have been given a cook-
ie, a toothpick, a fork
and a glass of water,
and the tablemate re-
ceived a bowl of mashed
potatoes, a knife, a dill
pickle and a napkin.

And before the next
of the four courses was
brought out, everything
was removed. Such it
was, then, that those
fortunate to receive a
fork or spoon saw them
taken away.

Members of the Res-
olute School Commu-
nity Club were kept
hopping, making up
four separate “orders”
per table for each of the
four “courses,” and each
of them looking after at
least two tables.

The Mystery Supper
was a fundraising proj-
ect by the club, which
has been involved in a
renovation project at
Resolute School.

The instruction on
the menu was to “laugh,
giggle, and have fun.”
It’s a safe bet that all 80
guests did just that.

Want to support your
community newspaper but don’t
have anything to advertise?

Sign up for our new
voluntary subscription for just

$5/month +cst

For more information or to register,
please contact our office:

P: 306-747-2442 | E: chads@sbchron.com

The Chronicle & Herald will still be picked up from community
pick-up bins as usual and will remain free for non-subscribers.
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6 Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald

Sask. RCMP reports lower homicide rate for 2025

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle
Reporter

After 2024 saw the
highest number of ho-
micide files on record
in Saskatchewan, the
Saskatchewan RCMP
says officers continued
to face a high volume of
cases across the prov-
ince in 2025.

In a detailed break-
down, released last
week, the Saskatch-
ewan RCMP said its
Major Crimes Branch
investigated 33 man-
slaughter and murder
files with 39 victims in
2025, compared to 41
files with 43 victims in
2024.

Ofthose files, 31 man-
slaughter and murder
files, with 34 victims,

occurred in Saskatch-
ewan RCMP juris-
diction. RCMP teams
also investigated two
murders, with five vic-
tims, in File Hills First
Nations Police Service
(FHFNPS) jurisdiction.

In addition to inves-
tigating the homicides
that occurred in 2025,
the RCMP says investi-
gators continued work
on at least 30 unsolved
homicide or suspicious
death files from previ-
ous years.

The slightly lower
number of cases and
victims in 2025, is
more in line with homi-
cide figures from 2021
to 2023. Meanwhile,
there’s been only one
homicide file with one
victim in 2026 so far.

“While 2024 marked

www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com

the highest number of
homicide files we've
investigated, the vol-
ume in 2025 remained
elevated,” said Superin-
tendent Josh Graham,
the officer in charge of
Saskatchewan RCMP
Major Crimes Branch.
“The work doesn’t stop
for our teams, homicide
files in our jurisdic-
tion are at a rate that
requires significant in-
vestigative capacity.”
The  Saskatchewan
RCMP’s Homicide In-
vestigation Unit (HIU),
partofthe Major Crimes
Branch, is responsible
for investigating mur-
ders, manslaughters,
and homicides with-
in RCMP jurisdiction.
HIU investigators
also routinely support
frontline RCMP offi-

CommunIiTY CALENDAR

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 10am - 5pm; Wednesday
10am - 5pm; Thursday 1pm to 5pm; Friday 10am - 5pm

LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10am - 4pm; Thursday
10am - 4pm

SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 11am - 4pm; Wednesday
12 pm -5 pm

BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 1pm - 6pm; Thursday 1pm -
6pm; Friday 1pm - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm. Contact us for more info 306-
497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.

BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 11:30am - 4:30pm; Wednesday
11:30am - 4:30pm; Thursday 11:30am - 4:30pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library Hours: Tuesday
9:30am - 4pm; Wednesday 10:30am - 5pm; Phone: 306-468-2501

DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours: Tuesday 10am - 4pm; Wednesday 12pm -
6pm. Librarian: Aline Hannon

LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday gam - 2pm;
Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Friday 9am - 12pm

MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Saturday 10am - 2pm; Thursday 2pm - 8pm.
For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105
Railway Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2pm - 6pm;
Tuesday 2pm - 8pm; Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Thursday 12pm - 6pm; Friday 10
am - 5pm (Story Time 10:30am - 11:30am); Saturday 10am - 4pm.

BIG RIVER: Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting — Every Wednesday, 7:30 pm @
Train Station in Big River (Railway Avenue)

BIG RIVER: Ice Fishing Derby on Cowan Lake in Big River, SK — Saturday,
March 21. $18,000 in prizes! Entry fee: $50/Hole; 2nd Hole $20. Tickets avail-
able by phone 306-469-7990 or @ Timberlost Outfitters in Big River and @
The Fishin’ Hole in Saskatoon.

CANWOOD: Canwood Regional Park Supper & Auction, Canwood Elks Com-
munity Hall - Saturday, March 7, 2026. Refreshments 5pm, Supper 6pm ~ Auc-
tion to follow (menu for supper is: roast beef, chicken breast, mashed potatoes,
gravy, vegetables, salads, dessert & all the fixin’s). Adults $25 / 6-12 yrs $15 /
5 & Under Free. 50/50 Draw & Raffle Tables. Proceeds to Canwood Regional
Park and Community Projects.

CAMEQ: Cameo Community Snowmobile Rally — Saturday, February 21, Reg-
ister 12 noon to 3 pm @ Cameo Hall (6 miles west of Shellbrook, then 2 miles
north - on Cameo-Buckingham Road). Tickets $10 each or 3/$20 *every rider
must purchase a $10 ticket*. Call Keith at 306-714-8830 or Ralph at 306-747-
3611.

cers at detachments by
consulting on sudden
or suspicious death in-
vestigations. These in-
vestigations are not just
statistics, each one rep-
resents a loss felt in the
community.

“Behind every homi-
cide statistic is a per-
son who has been taken
from their loved ones,
and a family living
through an unimag-
inable loss,” said Supt.
Graham.

“Our  investigators
are always mindful that
their job is to uncover
the truth, give a voice
to victims, provide an-
swers to families. The
cases we take on aren’t
easy, they stay with our
officers, but our teams
remain committed to
investigating with pro-
fessionalism and com-
passion.”

Offering a look at the
victims of homicides in
2025, the RCMP says 3
victims were children
aged 12 and under, 3
were between 13 and

19, 12 were people in
their 20s, 10 were in
their 30s, 6 were in
their 40s, 4 were in
their 50s, and one per-
son was over 60.

Geographically
speaking, 5 victims
(13 per cent) were in
Saskatchewan RCMP’s
South District, 11 vic-
tims were in Central
District, and 18 were in
North District. There
were also five victims
(13 per cent) reported
in FHFNPS jurisdic-
tion.

As a result of inves-
tigations into 2025’
homicides, the RCMP
says 28 people were
charged, with nearly 9o
per cent of them being
male, and 74 per cent
being in their 20s or
younger.

The RCMP also says
officers solved 23 of
2025's 33 homicide
files, with a little more
than half of them being
solved within 24 hours,
and all of them being
solved in less than six
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months. There are still
10 homicide cases from
2025 left unsolved.

“In a calendar year,
our investigators re-
sponded to single,
double and triple ho-
micides, and a quadru-
ple murder scene. This
shows just how unpre-
dictable and complex
our work is,” said Supt.
Graham.

“Periods of intense
investigative  activity
test every part of our
system. Our teams’
demands escalate im-
mediately. In Novem-
ber, our HIU leaned
on the Serious Crimes
Unit, another experi-
enced unit in the Ma-
jor Crimes Branch, to
assist with an inves-
tigation. Despite the
pressures, our teams
remain focused on the
important role these
investigations play in
public safety and en-
suring every victim
and family receives the
thorough investigation

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We'll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar
FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60-°° plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%

Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritivood Berald

Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0Q
Ph: 306-747-2442 « Fax: 306-747-3000 « Email: chads@sbchron. com

they deserve.”

U18 Parkland Elks add loss,
OT win over weekend

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The U18 AA Parkland Elks took a
road trip down to Saskatoon over the
weekend, where they met with the
Saskatoon Sabercats on Friday, Feb.
6, and the Saskatoon Screaming Ea-
gles the following evening.

In Friday night’s game against the
Sabercats, the Elks started off on
the right foot, taking a 1-0 lead on
an early goal from Canden Olsen,
assisted by Brady Hujber and Aiden
Tait. Then, with a power play advan-
tage, Gabe Wadham made it 2-0 Elks
on an assist from Logan Fisher.

The Elks’ highlights ended here,
as the Sabercats roared to life and
scored four unanswered goals to end
the first period with a 4-2 lead. The
next two periods saw the Sabercats
tack on five more unanswered goals
to skate away with a 9-2 victory.

Elks (6) vs Eagles (5) OT

In the following night’s game
against the Screaming Eagles, the
Elks got off to a good start once
again, going up 1-0 early on a goal
from Boston Gagnon, assisted by
Davin Hart. Though the Eagles fired
back almost immediately, the Elks
didn’t let the snowball become an av-
alanche, and the first period ended
with a 1-1 draw.

On the penalty kill to start the sec-
ond period, the Elks made the Eagles
pay for careless play by taking a 2-1
lead on an unassisted shorthand-
ed goal from Cohen Ball. The Ea-
gles tied the game back up near the
midway point of the period, but the

Elks made the most of a power play
opportunity shortly after, going up
3-2 on an unassisted goal from Aid-
en Tait.

Facing another penalty kill late
in the second period, the Elks once
again caught the Eagles off guard,
taking a 4-2 lead on a shorthanded
goal from Logan Fisher, assisted by
Davin Hart.

As the action kicked over to the
third period, the Eagles were able to
tie things back up with back-to-back
goals less than a minute apart. But
the Elks fired right back, with Fish-
er’s second goal of the game, assisted
by Merek Tait and Hart.

Once again, however, the Eagles
were able to tie the game up and
force an overtime period.

With the benefit of a power play
leftover from the end of the third
period, the Elks made quick work of
the extra time, claiming victory on a
goal from Gabe Wadham, assisted by
Hart and Fisher.

With the loss and the overtime
win, the Elks record improves to
7-15-1-1, allowing them to climb out
of the bottom of the standings.

This Saturday, Feb. 14, the team
plays a “home” game in Spiritwood
against the North West Stars.

BUYING? SELLING?

TRY THE CLASSIFIEDS!
306.747.2442
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Efforts to reduce gov-
ernment spending are
rarely seen as a bad
thing.

That is especially true
when staff is trimmed
as there is a wide-held
belief government is
over-staffed.

But cuts need to be
looked at beyond the
broader scope of gov-
ernment largess to see
what exactly is being
trimmed.

When you do that in
the case of the recent
announcement by Agri-
culture and Agri-Food
Canada’s (AAFC) deci-
sion to close seven re-
search sites, including
key facilities in Sas-
katchewan located at
Scott and Indian Head,
and eliminate 665 po-
sitions across Canada,
you have to throw up
your hands and ques-
tion the rationale.
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Research cuts hurt ag sector, all Canadians

Farming, at present,
is under attack by tar-
iffs — led by our once
key trading partner and
now the world’s biggest
trade wild card — the
United States.

And at the same time,
the sector remains crit-
ical in terms of feeding
a world population that
continues to grow near-
ly unabated.

To deal with both
forces, farmers need the
best crop varieties, ag-
ronomic systems, and
developing technology
and that means little in
terms of the future of
agriculture is more crit-
ical than good research.

And while big com-
panies are involved in
such research, there is
most definitely a need
for public involvement
to ensure a level of af-
fordable access to new
developments.

CALVIN
DANIELS

~

So it is no surprise
that the response to
the job cuts and site
closures has been neg-
ative from many sector
groups.

“To claim these cuts
are aligned with a ‘core
mandate’ of innovation
misleads the agricul-
tural sector,” said APAS
President Bill Prybylski
in a release. “Closing
these sites is the op-
posite of progress. You
cannot claim global
leadership in sustain-
able agriculture while

bulldozing the very
farms and labs required
for discovery and ad-
aptation. It’s like eating
the goose that lays the
golden eggs—sacrificing
a steady, long-term ben-
efit for a single, short-
term gain.”

It is a statement which
pretty well nails the sit-
uation on the head.

It is a short-sighted
money saver, which robs
farmers of important
research efforts moving
forward.

An example is that
among the losses is one
which hits the organ-
ic sector directly — the
termination of the Or-
ganic and Regenerative
Research Program led
by Dr. Myriam Fernan-
dez at the Swift Current
Research and Develop-
ment Centre.

This decision rep-
resents a major setback
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for the organic sector
in Saskatchewan and
across Canada, noted a
SaskOrganics Associa-
tion Inc. release.

“While the program
was dedicated to organ-
ic production systems,
much of the research
was also highly relevant
to low-input and regen-
erative producers,” the
release said. “Closing
a program focused on
these production ap-
proaches at a time of
growing interest and
adoption is short-sight-
ed and counterproduc-
tive.”

NDP agriculture
shadow minister Trent
Wotherspoon has
chimed in on the an-
nounced cuts too.

“We are deeply con-
cerned by the Federal
Government’s decision
to cut valuable agri-
cultural research pro-

grams and funding in
Saskatchewan and to
close two historic and
valued agricultural re-
search farms in Sas-
katchewan — the Scott
Research Farm near
North Battleford and
the Indian Head Agri-
cultural Research Farm
which has been operat-
ing since 1887,” he said
via release.

“These cuts and clo-
sures will impact more
than 70 research posi-
tions in Saskatchewan,
eliminate skilled jobs
and research, and harm
the future and potential
of Saskatchewan agri-
culture.”

While one might ap-
plaud cuts on principle,
when it effects research,
it is ultimately an
ill-conceived  decision
which really needs to be
reconsidered in terms
of agriculture’s future.

Health Canada denzes strychnine exemption for pests

By MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
Submitted

The Government of Saskatchewan is disap-
pointed in the decision by Health Canada’s Pest
Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) to deny
Saskatchewan and Alberta’s joint emergency use
registration request for two per cent liquid strych-
nine to support Richardson’s ground squirrel man-
agement for the 2026 growing season.

“Saskatchewan producers have been clear about
the challenges they face in managing Richardson’s
ground squirrels with the limited tools available,”
Agriculture Minister David Marit said. “We are ex-
tremely disappointed by PMRA’s decision and ask
them to reconsider this decision. We need a federal
regulatory system that considers economic impacts
felt by producers and the realities on the ground.”

Saskatchewan joined Alberta Agriculture and
Irrigation to submit an emergency use request on
October 1, 2025, following continued concerns

from producers and industry stakeholders regard-
ing the on-farm efficacy of currently-registered
alternatives. Throughout PMRA'’s scientific review
process, Saskatchewan and Alberta officials met
with PMRA to clarify the urgent need for access to
strychnine and to respond to PMRA’s technical and
science-based questions.

PMRA’s decision means producers will not have
access to strychnine for the 2026 growing season.

Saskatchewan maintains that the emergency
use request included robust, science-based and
strengthened mitigation measures—such as nar-
rower application windows, mandatory training,
enhanced reporting requirements and improved
stewardship—to reduce risks to nontarget species
while preserving the product’s practical value for
producers.

While PMRA determined these measures were
not sufficient to mitigate risk to an acceptable level,
Saskatchewan remains adamant that all PMRA’s
requests were responded to. Saskatchewan will

need to pivot efforts in supporting producers with
the management of this important pest through the
implementation of a Richardson’s ground squirrel
management strategy. Efforts will focus on:

+ Continued advocacy at Federal-Provincial-Ter-
ritorial tables for a science-based system that
considers economic impacts;

+ Delivery of support programs through the Go-
pher Control Program, administered by the
Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipal-
ities;

» Targeted extension efforts to improve the on-
farm performance of registered alternatives;
and

+ Investments in research focused on best man-
agement practices, environmental risk miti-
gation, population monitoring and predictive
modelling.

More information on Saskatchewan’s Richard-

son’s ground squirrel management programming
is available at Saskatchewan.ca.

Sask. extends secondary suite incentive

By MINISTRY OF FINANCE
Submitted

Deputy Premier and Finance Minis-
ter Jim Reiter has announced a one-
year extension to the Saskatchewan
Secondary Suite Incentive (SSI).

Introduced in 2023, the SSI is de-
signed to increase the availability of
secondary suite rental units in the
province by providing an incentive
of up to 35 per cent of the total price
to construct a new secondary suite
at an owner’s primary residence, to a
maximum of $35,000 for a qualifying
suite.

“The SSI has been incredibly suc-
cessful, with nearly 1000 new sec-

ondary suites being added since its in-
ception,” Reiter said. “I am pleased to
extend this program for another year
because we know the most effective
way to address the rising cost of rent is
to increase supply, and that is exactly
what the SST has been doing.”

A qualifying secondary suite must
be a new, separate dwelling unit locat-
ed on the owner’s primary residence
property, such as a basement suite,
garden suite, laneway home, or garage
suite. It must include a full kitchen, a
full bathroom and a separate entrance
while meeting all applicable national,
provincial and municipal codes and
standards for rental use. Costs to ren-
ovate an existing suite are not eligible.

“The Secondary Suite Incentive has
been one of the most effective tools
we have seen to grow Saskatchewan’s
housing supply,” Regina & Region
Home Builders’ Association President
and CEO Stu Niebergall said. “Tt is
helping homeowners build high quali-
ty suites, creating more rental options
in established neighbourhoods and
easing affordability pressures across
the province. Extending this program
is the right move because it gives fam-
ilies more choice and strengthens our
housing market when it matters most.”

“What makes the Secondary Suite
Incentive such an effective program
is that it's a made-in-Saskatchewan
approach,” Saskatoon & Region Home

Builders’ Association CEO Nicole Bur-
gess said. “Not only does it increase
much-needed rental supply, it also
supports homeownership by helping
families invest in their homes and
manage rising housing costs. SSI sup-
ports both sides of the housing equa-
tion and extending it will continue to
deliver real results for Saskatchewan
families.”

Additionally, homeowners may also
be eligible for support through the
Home Renovation Tax Credit and the
PST Rebate on New Home Construc-
tion.

The final date to incur eligible con-
struction costs is being extended from
March 31, 2026, to March 31, 2027.
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District Seniors Olympics held in Blaine Lake

By LORRAINE
THIBEAULT
Shellbrook Seniors’
Association

On Saturday, Jan.
31, eight members of
the Shellbrook Seniors
Club, eight members of
the Canwood Seniors
Club, and one member
of the Big River Seniors
Club (all clubs within
Saskatchewan Seniors
Association Inc. (SSAI)
District 4) travelled

to Blaine Lake to join
Blaine Lake and Krydor
Seniors for the third
SSAI District 4 Olym-
pic event.

Olympic events had
already been held in
Shellbrook and Big
River in the fall. The
fourth Olympic event
— a bowling tourna-
ment — will be hosted
by Canwood at the end
of February.

In Blaine Lake, se-
niors shared a delicious
lunch of chili, buns and
squares. The lunch was
followed by a short pre-
sentation by SSAI Pro-
vincial President, Lor-
raine Thibeault. Then,
began the Olympic
games of pool, shuffle-
board, darts, corn hole,
and card games.

Shellbrook’s Pat and Linda play a game of War.

GALL FOR
NOMINATIONS
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Much laughter en-
sued with some serious
competition and lots of
bloopers. In the darts
competition, some par-
ticipants were aiming
for the bullseye while
others were just hoping
to hit the dart board.

Members played
card games such as
War and Go Fish — re-
minders of the child-
hood card games they
used to play. You'll be
pleased to know that
Canada (played by
Marilyn of Shellbrook)

POOI

Pool medal presentation, from left to right:
Bruce (Shellbrook), Kitty (Blaine Lake), and

Tom (Blaine Lake).

JUNIOR

CITIZEN OF THE

YEAR AWARD

Over the past four decades, the

Saskatchewan Weekly Newspapers
Association, in partnership with
SaskPower and the Lieutenant Governor
of Saskatchewan, has recognized the
youth of Saskatchewan through the Junior
Citizen of the Year Award.

These prestigious awards are given to youths who:

* Have a positive lifestyle

¢ Volunteer within their community and school

* Has overcome a personal life challenge
(physical, emotional or environmental)

2026

Junior Citizen

of the Year
Scholarship

ki SaskPower

g &)
Powering our future

* Have a strong sense of caring and responsibility
¢ Are between the ages of 8 and 18

This year, four deserving youths will receive a
$3,000 bursary, provided by SaskPower, to
use towards their post-secondary education.

JUNIOR CITIZEN OF THE
YEAR STEM AWARD

Introduced in 2025. The Junior Citizen

of the Year STEM Award will recognize

a Saskatchewan youth who contains all
the same qualities of a Junior Citizen of
the Year but has an aptitude for science,
technology, engineering, or mathematics.
This award is eligible for all students,
including but not limited to, young women,
and underrepresented communities.

This year, one deserving youth will receive
a $3,000 bursary, provided by Crown
Investments Corporation of Saskatchewan,
to use towards their post-secondary
education.

Building a Strong Saskatchewan through
the Crown Sector

Visit www.swna.com for further
information and nomination forms
Nominations close March 31, 2026

won against the U.S.A.
(played by Linda of
Shellbrook) in the War
card game.

Gold, silver, and
bronze medals were
distributed by Kitty
Larson, Blaine Lake
Senior Club President,
to winners from all the

Big River, Canwood,
Shellbrook, and Blaine
Lake clubs.

The SSAI is the voice
of seniors in rural Sas-
katchewan with 85
clubs throughout the
province.
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Shuffleboard medal presentation, from left to
right: Lila (Canwood), Diane (Shellbrook), Kit-
ty (Blaine Lake), and Lorraine (Canwood).

Shellbrook’s Diane Clements tries her luck at
corn hole.

U18 Timberwolves ousted
from Provincials

By DAVE HYNDMAN
Submitted

The Spiritwood Timberwolves came
close to continuing the dream of a Pro-
vincial championship, but the dream
crashed despite a tie in Game Two of
their best-of-three U-18 “B” playoff se-
ries against the Humboldt Broncos.

The Wolves came from behind with
a tying goal in the dying moments of
the third period Sunday, but having
been downed 5-2 in Game One in
Humboldt Jan. 24, the 3-3 tie Sun-
day wasn’t enough to force a deciding

Game Three.

The teams each scored once per pe-
riod. The Wolves scored first, but the
Broncos tied it midway through the
first period. The Broncos then held
leads of 2-1 and 3-2, before the Tim-
berwolves tied it with just under two
minutes remaining.

Justin Hetu scored twice for the
Timberwolves, with Gage Beuker
notching the other goal.

Humboldt moves on to play the win-
ner of Melfort and La Ronge in their
next round. Melfort took Game One
7-1in Melfort.

Timberwolves goaltender Brock Fry slammed the door on this Broncos

scramble.
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By EDDIE HOEHN
Branch Librarian

January was an in-
teresting month for the
library.

The kids enjoyed
making a cardstock
party hat at New Year’s
Storytime and a toilet
paper roll mermaid or
merman at Mermaid
Storytime in January.
Volunteer and local
library board mem-
ber Samuel Schafer

presented Dog Story-
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time on Friday Jan. 9.
Participants had fun
pretending to wash
toy dogs and making a
toilet paper roll dog to
take home.

On Thursday, Jan. 29,
the kids participated in
some Family Literacy
Day activities held back
to back. The afternoon
started with the Story
Writing Program. The
kids worked together
to create a funny story
about food by taking
turns adding sentences.

They invented a humor-
ous story about some
people eating and feed-
ing their dog chicken
strips and mozzarella
sticks dipped in honey
mustard sauce. Partici-
pants made a construc-
tion paper bookmark at
the Watermelon Book-
mark Craft Program.
They made a picture of
choice by gluing Fruit
Loops and uncooked
macaroni onto con-
struction paper at the

Cereal or Pasta Writing
Program.

The kids were excit-
ed to create cars and
robots for Lego Club
in January. They built
slow cars during the
first session and raced
them down a ramp to
see which car was slow-
est. Participants tried
to create the fastest rac-
ing car and raced their
cars down a ramp in
two different sessions.

Douglas Root, a man
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Shellbrook Library January highlights

from the United States,
donated old postcards
and pictures from the
Saskatchewan area for
the library to display.

The postcards and pic-
tures were put on dis-
play in January and are
currently on display at
the library.

and Claire with their robots for Lego Club.

display at the library.

0Old photographs and postcards of Saskatche-
wan, donated by Douglas Root, are currently on

Drohnen and Hazel showcase their story from

the Story Writing Program.

Minutes of a Big River Town Council meeting

The regular meeting of the Council
of the Town of Big River was held in
the Community Centre Board Room,
606 1st Street North, on Dec. 16,
2025, at 8 a.m.

Present at the meeting were May-
or David Krawetz, Councillors Chad
Dunn, Lana Meyers, and Shirley
Schwab, and CAO Noreen Olsen. Ab-
sent was Councillor Greg Sundby.

A quorum being present, Mayor
David Krawetz called the meeting to
order at 8:05 a.m.

Schwab: THAT the Dec. 16, 2025,
Agenda be adopted with the power to
add. Carried

Maintenance Foreman Terry Olsen
attended the meeting from 8:10 a.m.
t0 9:16 a.m.

Meyers: THAT the Sewer and Water
and Maintenance reports to Nov. 30,
2025, be accepted. Carried

Dunn: THAT the Waterworks Com-
pliance Inspection Report dated Nov.
18, 2025, from the Government of
Saskatchewan, Water Security Agen-
cy, Environmental Project Officer,
Evan McLeod be acknowledged, such
inspection be attached to these min-
utes. Carried

Meyers: THAT the Council of the
Town of Big River acknowledge the
Permit to Operate Waterworks re-
newal which takes effect on the 1st
day of January 2026 and expires on
the 31st day of March 2045; such
permit be attached to these minutes.
Carried

DELEGATION: Jeannette Bas-
sendowski attended the meeting via
Zoom from 10 a.m. to 10:24 a.m. to
discuss a Childcare Needs Assess-
ment Survey.

Dunn: THAT the minutes of Nov.
18, 2025, Regular Meeting be adopt-
ed as presented. Carried

Dunn: THAT the Statement of Fi-
nancial Activities for the month of

November 2025 be acknowledged.
Carried

Meyers: THAT the Bank Recon-
ciliation for the month of November
2025 be acknowledged. Carried

Schwab: THAT the Journal Entries
for the month of November 2025 be
acknowledged. Carried

Krawetz: THAT accounts for ap-
proval toinclude EFT payments No. 87
to 109 and cheques No. 22177 through
22194 for a total of $140,155.79 be ap-
proved for payment. Carried

Meyers: THAT Correspondence be
filed as presented. Carried

Meyers: THAT those appointments
made at this meeting be included in
the document Council Members/
Committee Appointments and such
document be attached to these min-
utes. Carried

Dunn: THAT the “Town of Big River
Employee Time Policy”, be adopted as
amended, such policy to be attached
to these minutes. Carried

Krawetz: THAT the wages of the
following Permanent Full-Time Town
employees be increased by $1.00 per
hour, effective January 1, 2026: Main-
tenance Foreman, Administrator, and
Assistant Administrator. Carried

Meyers: THAT Council of the Town
of Big River approve the establish-
ment of a payroll cut-off date of six (6)
calendar days prior to each regular
semi-monthly payday, being the 15th
and the last day of each month; and
THAT the revised payroll cut-off be
implemented effective Jan. 1, 2026,
to allow for appropriate employee
notice; and THAT administration
be authorized to notify employees
in writing; and THAT pay frequency
and regular paydays, shall remain
unchanged. Carried

Meyers: THAT the Board/Com-
mittee Reports be filed as presented.
Carried

Meyers: THAT the Council of the
Town of Big River support the Coun-
try at the Creek Music Festival 2026
by sponsoring a Bronze Package for
$350. Carried

Schwab: THAT Council Remunera-
tion remain status quo as:

+ Mayor Indemnity: $5,500 annu-

ally.

» Council Indemnity: $300 per

Council Meeting.

« Both Mayor and Council: $300

per full day committee meeting.

+ $50 per committee meeting; and

+ Mileage: $0.65 per kilometre.

Carried

Dunn: THAT Council approves en-
gaging AirScapes to complete aerial
photography of the Town of Big Riv-
er in June 2026, weather permitting,
under the Town package (Option B)
at a cost of $1,645, plus applicable
taxes, and authorizes the Mayor and
Administrator to sign all necessary
documents. Carried

Meyers: THAT, pursuant to Sec-
tion 369 of The Municipalities Act,
any outstanding invoices owed to the
Town of Big River as of Dec. 31, 2025,
be added to the respective property
tax accounts. Carried

Council: Council is authorized un-
der The Municipalities Act, 2005 to

approve expenditures and the pay-
ment of municipal accounts; and it
is necessary to process year-end ac-
counts payable prior to the January
2026 council meeting to ensure ac-
curate financial reporting and timely
payment;

THAT all invoices for goods and
services received in 2025 and sub-
mitted by Dec. 31, 2025 be processed
and paid prior to the January 2026
council meeting, as approved by the
Administrator and Mayor or Deputy
Mayor; and

THAT a report of all payments
made under this authority be pre-
sented to council at the January 2026
meeting. Carried

Dunn: THAT Bylaw 2025-13, a By-
law to Provide Council to Set a Fee
for Issuing a Tax Certificate be intro-
duced and read a first time. Carried
(Editor’s note: the bylaw was unani-
mously given three readings and ad-
opted.)

Meyers: THAT Bylaw No. 2025-14,
a Bylaw to Establish the Payments of
Certain Accounts be introduced and
read a first time. Carried (Editor’s
note: the bylaw was unanimously
given three readings and adopted.)

Mayor David Krawetz adjourned
the meeting at 2:40 p.m.
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NDP: Disability changes bring cuts

By SASK NDP
Submitted

Scott Moe is lining
up to cut benefits for
Saskatchewan  people
with disabilities while
also continuing to jack
up the taxes and fees
he charges them — all
while paying off his po-
litical allies.

In an Order in Council
passed Jan. 23, signifi-
cant changes were made
to the Saskatchewan
Assured Income for Dis-
ability (SAID) program.
Since that date, the Of-
ficial Opposition has
heard from stakeholders
and impacted residents
concerned about the in-
tent behind the changes.

Among the changes
made are:

Adding  language
that SAID is a pro-
gram of “last re-
sort,” betraying the
original purpose of
the program.
Letting the Minister
add debt to those
who are unable to
pay their utility or
shelter costs,
Reducing benefits
if the recipient is
receiving  benefits
from another pro-
gram that the Min-
ister believes meets
the objectives of
SAID.

Repealing the ma-
ternity and infant
clothing and child
access supports.
Putting an end to
funding for respite
care.
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“Let’s be clear about
what’s going on here —
this is Scott Moe choos-
ing, at a time when ev-
eryday costs are out of
control, to punch down
on Saskatchewan peo-
ple with disabilities and
their families,” said Car-
la Beck, Saskatchewan
NDP Leader. “Without
warning or consulta-
tion, he’s changing the
intent of a program the
Sask. Party itself intro-
duced.

“This 1is cruel, it’s
shortsighted and I'm
sure the primary reason
is to cover for the fiscal
trainwreck he’s steered
us into.”

The changes to cut off
access to SAID came just
days before Moe pro-
ceeded with a $136-mil-

lion annual increase to
power rates for families,
farms and small busi-
nesses. Moe lied in the
legislature in December,
stating he wasn’t going
to jack up power rates.
Rent has increased for
42-straight months in
Saskatchewan and, de-
spite this, the Sask. Par-
ty continues to pile tens
of million in taxes on
groceries and clothes.
People in this province
report the greatest fi-
nancial anxiety in Can-
ada — four-in-10 report
borrowing money or
taking on debt just to

buy food.
“Telling people with
disabilities that the

supports they have re-
lied on for years are a
‘last resort’, is insulting

and meant to vilify the
very people who need
the most help during
this cost-of-living cri-
sis,” said Brittney Sen-
ger, Saskatchewan NDP
Shadow Minister for
Disabilities and Com-
munity-Based Organi-
zations.

“This is Saskatchewan
— we help our neigh-
bours, we take care of
each other. The Sask.
Party’s decision flies in
the face of all of that. I
am calling on them to
reverse this callous deci-
sion right here and right
now.”

The changes to SAID
take effect April 1. Sas-
katchewan NDP Social
Services Shadow Minis-
ter Erika Ritchie said if
they proceed as planned
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it will force more people
out of their homes.

“There is record home-
lessness in Saskatoon,
in Regina and right
across this province —
and we see a Premier
in Scott Moe hellbent
on making things that
much worse,” Ritchie
said. “Just last week,
we learned the Premier
signed his former polit-
ical campaign director
to a government salary
of nearly $200,000 an-
nually at the very same
time he’s making moves
to cut off critical disabil-
ity supports.

“This is disgusting
and shows exactly what
Scott Moe values at such
a critical moment for
our province. It really is
time for change.”

CTF: Governor General recerves massive pay raise

By FRANCO TERRAZZANO
CTF Director

Governor General Mary Simon’s
pay is automatically increasing by
$1,317 per month even though her sal-
ary was already about five times more
than the average Canadian’s annual
wage.

“Can anyone in Ottawa explain
how Canadians are getting more
value from the governor general be-
cause her taxpayer-funded salary
just increased by more than $1,300
a month,” said Franco Terrazzano,
CTF Federal Director. “The governor
general was already costing taxpayers
too much money and Simon’s latest
pay raise is almost enough to cover a
Canadian family’s entire grocery bill
for a year.”

The Privy Council Office confirmed
to the Canadian Taxpayers Federation
that “the governor general’s salary for
2026 is $393,800, which is deter-
mined in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Governor General’s Act.”

What that means is the governor
general is entitled to an automatic
pay raise every year by law. This is Si-
mon’s fifth automatic pay raise since
taking office.

Simon’s

salary increased by

$15,800 in 2026. The salary for the
role of the governor general ballooned
by $91,000 since 2019.

Meanwhile, the average Canadian
makes about $75,000 a year, accord-
ing to Statistics Canada data.

But it’s not just the governor general
that takes an automatic pay raise each
year. Virtually everyone in govern-
ment gets one.

MPs from all parties take automat-
ic pay hikes every year. Senators also
take automatic pay hikes every year.

In fact, government union bosses
pointed to “the yearly salary increas-
es of senators and members of Parlia-
ment,” as a reason bureaucrats should
take more money from taxpayers too,
according to a report obtained by the
CTF.

The federal bureaucracy cost tax-
payers $71.4 billion in 2024-25, ac-
cording to the Public Accounts. The
cost of the federal bureaucracy in-
creased 80 per cent in 10 years.

These automatic, government-wide
pay hikes are continuing despite rap-
idly worsening federal finances.

The government’s spending contin-
ues to rise and its debt will reach $1.35
trillion this year. The government will
waste more money paying interest
charges on the debt this year than it

sends to the provinces in health-care
transfers or collects through the GST.

“The entitlement culture in Ottawa
is an insult to taxpayers and politi-
cians and bureaucrats shouldnt ex-
pect more money every year just be-
cause they’re on the taxpayer payroll,”
Terrazzano said. “Taxpayers demand
a culture change in Ottawa and that
means the government needs to stop
rubberstamping pay raises for the
governor general, politicians and bu-
reaucrats.”

On top of the $393,800 annual sal-
ary, the governor general takes advan-
tage of a range of lucrative perks, in-
cluding a taxpayer-funded mansion,
a clothing budget, paid dry cleaning
services and lavish travel expenses.

The governor general has a
$130,000 clothing allowance during
their five-year mandates.

That means the governor general
can spend more on shopping sprees
than an average Canadians spends on
rent in five years.

Simon billed taxpayers $2,510 for
luxury wool suits, $1,500 for a “seal-
skin chest piece,” $1,117 on six pairs
of shoes and thousands more on a
blazer, coat, dress and other clothing
items. She even billed taxpayers $330
for two silk camisoles, which are un-

dergarments.

Simon has also sparked multiple
controversies for spending millions
on travel. Her extravagant trips in-
clude a $100,000 bill for in-flight ca-
tering during a weeklong trip to the
Middle East and a $71,000 bill for
limo services during a four-day trip to
Iceland.

Governors general also get a plati-
num pension and a lifetime expense
account, even if they fail to serve a full
term in office.

Governors general are eligible for a
full pension of about $150,000 a year.
The Canadian Taxpayers Federation
estimates that five former governors
general will receive more than $18
million if they collect their pensions
until the age of 90.

Even after leaving office, former
governors general can expense tax-
payers for up to $206,000 annually
for the rest of their lives, continuing
up to six months after their deaths.

“The governor general’s platinum
pay and perks should’ve been reined
in a long time ago,” Terrazzano said.
“If politicians want to prove they un-
derstand the struggles facing normal
Canadians, then they must put an end
to the automatic pay raise culture in
Ottawa.”

Sask. starts 2026 strong with 15,000 new jobs

By MINISTRY OF IMMIGRATION
& CAREER TRAINING

Submitted

Statistics Canada’s latest labour force numbers
show that the labour market in Saskatchewan re-
mains strong with the second lowest unemployment
rate amongst provinces at 5.3 per cent, well below
the national average of 6.5 per cent. 15,000 jobs
were added year-over-year in January, an increase
of 2.5 per cent, the second highest amongst prov-

inces.

“Saskatchewan is starting 2026 off with 15,000
jobs added to our economy,” Immigration and Ca-
reer Training Minister Eric Schmalz said. “Our gov-
ernment is working with industry and employers to

cent.

ensure that they have access to the workforce they

need to fill the jobs they are creating.”
Year-over-year, full-time employment in Sas-

katchewan increased by 19,600, an increase of 4 per

Saskatchewan’s two biggest cities also saw year-
over-year growth. Compared to January 2025, Re-
gina’s employment was up 7,900 jobs, an increase
of 5.5 per cent and Saskatoon’s employment was up
3,200, an increase of 1.6 per cent.

Major year-over-year gains were reported for
healthcare and social assistance, up 11,200, an in-
crease of 11.6 per cent. Other services such as per-
sonal and repair services were up 5,000, an increase
of 20.6 per cent and accommodation and food ser-
vices, were up 2,900, an increase of 9.8 per cent.

Saskatchewan continues to
strength in other areas. In 2025 Saskatchewan
ranked first amongst provinces for growth in urban
housing starts, second for year-to-date new motor

show economic

vehicle sales and third for the value of building per-

mits.

This economic growth is backed by the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan’s Building the Workforce for a
Growing Economy: The Saskatchewan Labour Mar-
ket Strategy, a roadmap to build the workforce need-
ed to support Saskatchewan’s strong and growing
economy, and Securing the Next Decade of Growth:
Saskatchewan’s Investment Attraction Strategy, a
plan to increase investment in the province and to
further advancing Saskatchewan’s Growth plan goal
of $16 billion in private capital investment annually.
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Canada’s men’s Olym-
pic hockey team begins
its quest for gold Feb.
12 vs. Czechia and, of
course, this calls for a
bold prediction: Canada
will not win gold.

Now, before you go
talking to government
officials to get me kicked
out of the country or to
have my citizenship re-
voked, an explanation is
required: In my career
as a prognosticator of
sporting events, my re-
cord is horrendous. I be-
lieve it’s 3-672 over the
years, which means I'm
wrong 99.555 per cent of
the time. If T were to be
so bold as to pick Canada
to win, and they lost, the
blame would fall square-
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Lousy prognosticator picks U.S. to win hockey gold

ly on my shoulders and,
deep down, I want noth-
ing more than for Cana-
da’s best to stick it to the
rest of world, especially
those loud-mouth Amer-
icans who were van-
quished in last winter’s 4
Nations Face Off.

If things go as Vegas
oddsmakers would have
you believe, it will be
Canada vs. the U.S. in
the gold medal game at
the Milano Santagiulia
Ice Hockey Arena on
Sunday, Feb. 22.

The U.S. team is fa-
voured in many quar-
ters primarily because
its three goalies — Con-
nor Hellebuyck, Jake
Oettinger and Jeremy
Swayman — are consid-

BRrucE
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~

ered vastly superior to
Canada’s troika of Jor-
dan Binnington, Logan
Thompson and Darcy
Kuemper. But Binning-
ton, whose stats this sea-
son with the woeful St.
Louis Blues are enough
to scare any Canadian

U18 Llks shot down by

Lazers in Provincials

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The U18 Shellbrook Elks received
a harsh welcome to the Provincial C
tournament on Friday, Feb. 6. when
they welcomed the Unity Lazers to
the Richardson Pioneer Recreation
Centre for game one of their first
round series.

The Elks were outgunned by the
sharpshooting Lazers from the open-
ing faceoff, playing most of the open-
ing minutes in their own end, until
the Lazers were able to wear them
down and draw first blood on a top-
shelf shot from Bennett Bretzer.

The Elks continued to struggle to
find their footing as the period wore
on, recording just one shot on goal in
the first 10 minutes of play, despite
having help from a power play. Mean-
while, the Lazers made quick work
of their first power play, as Dawson
Grant took a cross-crease feed and
tapped it into the Elks goal.

Down 2-0 as the action moved to
the second period, the Elks showed

Ilbroo
rﬁ Service

their first signs of life in the game, but
derailed their own momentum by tak-
ing a four-minute penalty. Though the
Elks were able to kill off the penalty,
the Lazers scored shortly after, going
up 3-0 on a goal from Dane Rewerts.

The Lazers maintained control of
the action through the remainder of
the second period, going up 4-0 on
Bretzer’s second goal of the game,
then up 5-0 on a last-second pow-
er play goal (the scorer for the goal
wasn’t announced).

In a relatively quiet third period,
the Lazers continued to fire on all
cylinders and stymied any efforts by
the Elks to get back into the game.
However, they only managed to score
once in the period, on a late goal from
Brady Loran.

As the final buzzer sounded, the
Lazers skated away with a 6-0 win,
having outshot the Elks 61 to 18.

Game two of the series will be
played in Unity this Friday, Feb. 13.
The Elks need to win the game in or-
der to force a third and deciding mini
game.
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Unity’s Brady Loran races in on the Elks goal, while Brody Fraser tries

to catch up and stop him.

hockey fan, pushed his
‘sensational’ button and
combined it with his
‘spectacular’ switch last
year and stopped the
U.S. cold in the 4 Nations
clinching game. Connor
McDavid, the best player
in the world, did the rest,
potting the overtime
goal on a pretty setup by
Mitch Marner.

Those two will be
back, along with Nathan
MacKinnon and Sidney
Crosby, two Tim Hortons
commercial stars who
also play a little hockey.

It’s not a stretch to say
the two North American
hockey powers are fairly
equal in strength. But
Canada has history on
its side — three out of
the last four gold medals
when NHL players were
involved in the 21st cen-
tury.

The Mario Lemi-
uex-Steve Yzerman-Ja-
rome Iginla-led team
won in Salt Lake City
in 2002; Crosby’s gold-
en goal in 2010 in Van-
couver will never be
forgotten; and the 2014
gold-medal game victory
over Sweden confirmed
Canada’s power in the
game of ice hockey.

But while players from
Sweden, Finland, Swit-
zerland, Germany and
other European coun-
tries dot NHL rosters,
the main hockey powers
remain Canada and the
U.S. Most of the players
on the American roster
are from northern U.S.
states — Minnesota,
Michigan, Montana —
where the winters are so
similar to Canada’s that
those players are de facto
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Canucks. Jack Hughes,
Auston Matthews, Jack
Eichel, the Tkachuks and
Clayton Keller, for in-
stance, are players Cana-
da would love to have on
its roster. They can play,
but will they have that
Canadian-like je ne sais
quoi it takes to win gold?

Probably. The Amer-
icans will win. (Wink,
wink).

« Steve Simmons of
the Toronto Sun: “The
CFL, as a league, pro-
duced record revenues in
2025, $10 million more
than ever before. The
Blue Jays, as a team, did
about $100 million more
than budgeted for in the
2025 season.”

+ Cathal Kelly of the
Globe and Mail, on the
Leafs’ playoff chancers:
“Turn off the oven. Pull
the Leafs out, put them
on a countertop and tent
them with tin foil. This
team is cooked.”

« Comedy writer Tor-
ben Rolfsen of Vancou-
ver: “Quinn Hughes said
the Minnesota Wild are
a better hockey team
than the Canucks. The
Wild then put a ‘CO’ on
his jersey —Captain Ob-
vious.”

+ Rolfsen again: “Bills’
owner Terry Pegu-
la threw wide receiver
Keon Coleman under
the bus at a recent press
conference. Fortunately
for Coleman, the Bills’
bus is currently stuck in
a snowdrift.”

« Norman Chad again,
after Denver bypassed a
field-goal opportunity to
go up by 10 in the AFC
title game and failed on
its fourth-down attempt:

“What’s wrong with a
10-0 lead in what is going
to be a defensive game in
deteriorating ~ weather
conditions playing with
a quarterback who has
not thrown a pass since
Kirk Cousins had hair.”

« Greg Cote of the Mi-
ami Herald: “Bill Be-
lichick is not perfect.
Spygate happened. But
when six Super Bowl
wins isn’t enough for the
Hall of Fame, the shame
is on the voters and the
Hall.”

e Super 70s Sports:
“Cooper Flagg sets a
new record by scoring 49
points in an NBA game
as a 19-year-old. If you
liked that, just wait till
next week when some
dude will probably set a
new record by becom-
ing the first 49-year-old
to score 19 in an NCAA
game.”

e Super 70s Sports
again, alongside a photo
of O.J. Simpson at his
trial, on Bill Belichick’s
Hall of Fame snub: “I'm
just glad this man doesn’t
have to share the Hall of
Fame with Spygate guy.”

+ RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “With the Jets
losing 4-1 to the Light-
ning, I'll spare them the
electrical puns — like
lacking a spark, feeling
re-volted or Tampa being
amped up. I will say this:
Watt happened?”

+ Headline at fark.
com: “Todd Monken los-
es game of hot potato,
forced to coach Cleve-
land Browns next sea-

”

son.
Care to comment?

Email brucepen-

ton2003@yahoo.ca
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GALE - Louise

March 6, 1930 — Febru-
ary 4, 2026

The family of Louise
Gale would like to an-
nounce her peaceful pass-
ing at Good Shepherd
Villa on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 4, 2026, a month
short of her 96th birthday.

Louise Georgina Gale
(née Fisher) was born on
March 6, 1930 along with
her twin brother Louis to
George and Jessie Fisher.
Louise was gth/10th of 14
children.

Louise attended school
in Brightholm and com-
pleted her grade 10 before
starting a short career
with the Singer Sew-
ing Company where she
learned to be an excellent
seamstress.

She loved dancing
which is where she met
the love of her life Cc Gale.
They were the best double

OBITUARIES

Louise Gale

step polka dancers in the
country!

Cc and Louise mar-
ried on October 24,1950
and moved to Edmonton.
They lived there for 3
years before moving back
to the Wild Rose district
to make their fortune in
farming!

They were blessed with
four children — Bev, Lin-
da, Gary and Sandra.

Louise was an avid gar-
dener and kept her flow-
ers and yard in perfect
shape. She was wonderful
with people and shared
her kindness with the
residents she cared for at
Parkland Terrace in Shell-
brook for 10 years.

Louise was an amazing
baker and cook and host-
ed Christmas dinners till
she was in her 80s. She
enjoyed picking blue-
berries which she trans-
formed into the most
amazing pies.

In 2001 Cc and Louise
moved into Prince Albert
where she continued to
maintain a garden and
her home until she was 90
years old. She lost Cc in
January 2017 and moved
into a care home in 2020.

She will be remem-
bered for her feistiness,
love of curling and the
Riders and for savouring
good food. She delight-
ed in having her family
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visit and enjoyed making
miles around Good Shep-
herd with her walker until
days before she passed.
She was fortunate to have
good health and an atten-
tive mind till the end.
Louise was predeceased
by her husband Ccin 2017.
Louise was the last
surviving child of George
and Jessie Fisher and is
survived by her children
Beverly Spence (Butch),
Linda Edington (Philip),
Gary Gale (Cathy), Sandra
Fountas (Fotios) as well
as her grandchildren
Tyler Spence (Amber) and
Sienna and Avery, Jodie
Fiddler (Ritchie) and
Thomas, Rilee and Zaylee,
Afton Keys (Adam) and
Malia, Kylie Forrester
(Brett) and Bryce and
Noah, Corey Edington

(Kennedy), Sierra Gale
(Owen), Cassidy Gale
(Francois), Yiannis
Fountas, Nico Fountas
(Lanna) and Louizo
Fountas and his daughter
Blakney.

The family would like
to thank the staff of Good
Shepherd Villa for the
kindness and attentive
care of our mom and their
caring support of our
family.

As per her wishes, in-
ternment will be a family
graveside service later in
the spring.
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George Russell “Jack” Johnston

JOHNSTON - George
Russell “Jack”

October 20, 1947 — De-
cember 28, 2025

George Russell “Jack”
Johnston (Russ), passed
away in the early morn-
ing of his home in Mist-
awasis on December
28th, 2025. He was born
to Frank and Margaret
Johnston on October 20,
1947, in Prince Albert,
Saskatchewan.

Russell was a heavy
equipment operator for
many years and genu-
inely loved to work, he

wasn't afraid of long days
or tough jobs and often
worked away from home
on many occasions. Russ
took pride in everything
he did. Although he
was somewhat rough-
around-the-edges,  he
loved to dance, had a
goofy sense of humour
and was a natural story-
teller known for spinning
stories that were as en-
tertaining as they were
unforgettable. He'll be
remembered by many,
co-workers, friends and
family. He was an unfor-
gettable man and made
friends wherever he
went, his kindness and
generosity were unmis-
takable. He truly was a
man who lived life to the
fullest and his own way.
Russell was
predeceased by hisloving
wife, Shirley Johnston,
his parents, Frank and
Margaret Johnston, his
brothers Irvin Johnston
and Ivan Johnston, and
his brother-in-law Henry

Daniels. Russ will be
remembered by his
children, Joanne Poirier,
Paulette (Orrin) Johnson
and Dayna Johnston.
His Goddaughter Megan
(Aubrey) Randall. His
three grandchildren
Matthew Poirier, Titus
Johnson and Colby
Johnson and his sisters,
Arlene (Barry) Longjohn
and Marlene Daniels,
as well as numerous
aunties, nieces, nephews,
grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

In accordance with his
wishes, there will be no
funeral or memorial ser-
vice. Those who wish to
honour him may share
stories or quietly remem-
ber him in their own way.

In lieu of flowers, the
family would like you to
donate to your local Vet-
erans, as every Christ-
mas Russ would make a
significant contribution
to the Salvation Army
Kettles for those who
fought for our Country.
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Care of Valentine’s Day
flowers

By PATRICIA HANBIDGE
Orchid Horticulture

Valentine’s Day is a celebration full of
interesting history and customs. From
its pagan roots to its Christianization
and modern-day celebrations, Valen-
tine’s Day has evolved into a day ded-
icated to expressing love and affection
to those we care about. The language of
flowers, or floriography, adds an extra
layer of meaning and beauty to this spe-
cial day. Next time you give or receive
flowers on Valentine’s Day, take a mo-
ment to appreciate the rich history and
symbolism behind this timeless tradi-
tion.

During Victorian times, flowers were
given special meanings and small bou-
quets would be given to sweethearts to
demonstrate love. The rose has been
forever a symbol of love, beauty and
peace and evidence of cultivation of
roses dates back to over 5,000 years
ago. Over Valentines over 250 million
roses will be harvested and bring in
over two billion dollars in sales!

If you received cut flowers from your
valentine, then here are a few tips to
prolong their life and beauty. Begin
with a clean vase. If your container was
previously used, then wash it with hot,
soapy water to remove any debris and
destroy bacteria and fungi that might
shorten the life of your cut flowers. Cut
off the bottom half inch of your flowers
to aid in water uptake. Ensure all foli-
age is removed beneath the water line.
When your flowers begin to wilt, just
give them a quick recut to ensure the
stems are able to take water up to the
blooms and rewash and refill the vase
with clean water as well as more of the
floral preservative if you have some.

Those who received or purchased a
potted plant usually can enjoy these for
a longer period of time. Miniature roses

Reliable news comes from

reliable news media,

are a popular choice as a planted gift for
this special day. They need bright light
so place them in a south or west facing
window. Miniature roses need a consis-
tent moisture supply so ensure you wa-
ter them when the surface of the media
is dry to the touch. Fertilize weekly with
a high phosphorus fertilizer to keep
them blooming. Watch them closely as
they tend to get spider mites very easily.

One other popular plant at this time
of year is the azalea. They are beautiful
plants and tend to bloom for long pe-
riods of time. They prefer bright light
but a cool location with temperatures
around 60 F (15 C) being just about per-
fect. Water azaleas thoroughly when-
ever the service of the media feels dry.
When they have finished blooming they
are usually discarded.

Pots of spring flowering bulbs, prim-
roses and other spring plants are plenti-
ful at this time of year. These are cheery
little pots bringing sunshine into our
homes when the nights are still quite
long. A bonus with primroses is once
we truly get spring these can be plant-
ed out in the garden in a partial shade
area. Ensure that the soil is rich in or-
ganic matter!

Remember that our homes are not
really welcoming to plants that would
normally live in areas with brighter
light and higher humidity. Our plants
in our houses are stressed during our
long winter months so ensure you are
giving them the care they deserve for
brightening up our lives!

Hope your February is going well and
your heart is full with all of what gives
us joy during our winter!

Hanbidge is the Lead Horticultur-
ist with Orchid Horticulture. Find us
at www.orchidhort.com; by email at
growyourfuture@gmail.com on face-
book @orchidhort and on instagram at
#orchidhort.

News Media Canada
Médias d’Info Canada

not Google and Facebook.

Google and Facebook are using their power to scoop up 80% of online revenue generated
by hardworking journalists and publishers across Canada. Other governments are
standing up to the web giants and protecting local news in their countries. Parliament
needs to act on their commitment to protect the future of your local news. Learn more at

levellingthedigitalplayingfield.ca
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Weberg
Accounting
Services

Andrea Weberg
CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244
Shellbrook

Law Office

DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - FARM

RE/MAX

Bevra Fee, Realtor®
(306) 883-7058

RE/MAX OF THE BATTLEFORDS
each office independently ouned & opera

bevrafee@sasktel. net

www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com
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DIRECTORY

306-747-2442 * chads@sbchron.com
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Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded
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FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORIUM
“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK
Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available

Shellbrook — Spiritwood — Big River — Debden
Prince Albert — Canwood — Leask

www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

Y\XTWOO »
HEARING@ CENTRE

Call today for your
Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997

Hearing Aid Sales and Services
101 Main Street, Spiritwood

e

INSURANCE GROUP INC

email: office@taitinsurance. tu 5

www.taitinsurance.ca

Shellbrook  306- 747-2896

Canwood  306-468-2227
Leask 306-466-4811
1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

0 e [

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

Bill Cannon, in person,
by appointment
52 Main Street, Shellbrook

306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday,
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

FIN N

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh
Shelley Cannon, in person,
by appointment
NEW LOCATION:
236 Main St., Spiritwood
All lawyers, Monday - Friday,
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700 or
scannon@novuslaw.ca

Truck
& Trailer

Lt

o Truck and Trailer Inspections

e School Bus Inspections
e Diesel Tuning
e Diagnostics Services
o Fully Licensed

(=]

Call for more information

306-747-7711

ol

SHELLTOWN

PLUMBING & HEATING

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,
gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332

Shellbrook, Sask.

LENNOX

This Space Is
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

BUYING OR SELLING
FARMLAND?
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Gerald Muller

FARMLAND SPECIALIST

306-570-7743
skfarmland.ca

Heather Sarrazin

LAKE COUNTRY'S LOCAL REALTOR®

306.883.7449

call or text
73

Located in Shell Lake
and continuing to

proudly support &
serve our local

communities!

Shawna Schira-Kroeker

Your Local Realtor™...
Working Hard. ...
| To Sell Ag, Residential,

A Cottage & Commercial
| | Properties For You!

306-441-1625 (cel)

ssk@littleloon ca

This Space Is
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

C(%C heathersarrazin.com RE/MAX RE/ MNOA%V
REALTY s S b ot ety 306-747-2442
This Space Is This Space Is > This Space Is This Space Is
Waiting For You | | Waiting For You T h LS Sp ace I S Waiting For You | | Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Your Guide to

Home Services
and Repair
Professionals
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P]’lOn e Shellbrook Chronicle S:VNI;& Blankelt1 Classilﬁedskl REI;Ihange Your Ad ;Sasli. (\)}\r/ﬂy}){l
; Reaching almost 6 million people weekly. eaching Over 830,000 People Weekly
306-747-2442 Reaching over 10,000 people . 5

Cost for 25 words: Size: 2 col. X 27 oo, $59900

p Wleélily' fied Saskatchewan market............... $209.00 | Size: 2 col. X 4”7 .. $799.00

ersonal Classifieds: . . .
Per extra word........cccccovvvveennn.n. $5.00
Fax $16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ per Alborta o 2 4260.00 Deadhn}e? fp&” Booking/Material
o oo Alberta market . . riday at 4 p.m. .
306-747-3000 addltlonal Word for the 1 Week‘ Per extra WOFd ............................ $8.00 Contact the Shellbrook Chronlcle
Additional Wef{kS: $8.0p/week +GST. | Manitoba market........cooooo........ $189.00 306-747-24492
Email Classified Display: Eastman...........ccoooovvcoonrreeennnn. $119.00 or Email:
$26.25/c.olumr1 inch. Minimum 2 WeESTMAN. ..o, $119.00 chads@sbchron.com
chads@sbchron.com column inches = $52.50 + GST. Per extra Word..........ccccouvee.... $5.00 All prices plus applicable taxes.
For All Other Advertising Quebec market

Please Contact Our Office at: English cooovvoeooeeeevcce, $160.00 . NOTICE ‘
PO. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 20 | ph;: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 806-747-8000 |  Per eXtra Word..........coeereen $6.00 g‘gz eraber oo ltaivfgt};;i‘?fggreﬁ
Advertising Deadhne'— F:”da}” 4:00 p.m. Email: Atlantic market ........cccoocvevvenen. $200.00 | o investigate offers personally. "Publications
SubSCI'lptIOIIS news: Chnews@sbchron,com Per extra word.........ccooeveveeeeen. $5.00 by this paper should not be taken as an
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/ year advertising: chads@sbchron.com  Also Available: Quebec (French) ............... $967.00 endorsement of the product or services offered.

BLACK AND RED
ANGUS Yearling
and Two-year-old
Bulls. Adrian Ed-
wards, Valleyhills
Angus - Glaslyn,
SK

PH: 306-441-0946
9427

ZEROIN
ON NEW
EMPLOYEES
CLASSIFIEDS
WORK!
306.747.2442

chads@
sbchron.com

Place your (lassified Today!

!

Phone: 306-747-2442
Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: chads@sbchron.com
Shellbronk Chronicle |
Syirthuood #erald

1st week 20 words $16.00
Extra words 20¢ each
2nd week $8.00

Plus GST

b

~

HAVE FLYERS
TO DISTRIBUTE?

@é/&ug acafl!

$(0

($0.07 per insert)

Inquire for volume discounts

Target just one or as many communities as you’d
like within our distribution area, including:

Shellbrook, Shellbrook RR, Holbein, Parkside, Leask, Marcelin,
Blaine Lake, Canwood, Debden, Big River, Mont Nebo,
Shell Lake, Spiritwood, Spiritwood RR, Leoville, Chitek Lake,
Medstead, Rabbit Lake, Mayfair, Glenbush

Contact us for distribution quantities

Shellbrook Chronicle
& Spiritiwood Herald

CONTACT US AT:
306-747-2442 or chads@sbchron.com

1,000
Inserts

PRAISE & W ORSHIP

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
(in-person only)

St. John’s - Shellbrook
Sunday School,
Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
(in-person and online
via Facebook live)
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide
PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH
Parkside
10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Lorne Valuck
306-747-3572
Shellbrook
Adult Study
9:30 a.m.

Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Rev. Jordan Clark
306-850-0429
Canwood
10 a.m. - Sunday School
11 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Lyndon Petten
587-973-2223
Leask Gospel Tabernacle
Sunday 11 a.m.
Pastor Josh
1-780-690-2100

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays

11 a.m.. - Worship
at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley
306-747-2804
ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s
Sunday Service - 9 am MP
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday Service - 11 am MP
H.C. Service Nov. 30 with
Archdeacon Brody Albers
9 a.m. in Leask,

11 a.m. in Shellbrook
Minister’s Warden:
306-922-5159
EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River
10:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes resume
in the fall
306-469-2258
Youth Nite:
Fridays at 7 p.m.
Mont Nebo
Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June - August)
306-468-2525
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship
(in-person and online
via Facebook Live)

10 a.m. - Sunday School

PRESBYTERIAN
Mistawasis
Sunday worship
11:00 a.m.

Rev. Stewart Folster
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden
Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m.
Fr. Mariusz Zajac
Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass
Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.
Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.
Fr. Mariusz Zajac
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook
Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask
Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
Mistawasis
1% & 3 Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Tuan Doan
SEVENTH DAY
ADVENTIST
407-2" Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath
School
Sat., 11:00 am -Worship
Pastor Myshan Irving
306-747-3398

PRrAISE & WORSHIP

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/
Christchurch Anglican,
137-2nd St. W.
Spiritwood

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Rev. Sarah Urano
UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services
Glaslyn
Time is on the sign
Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
CATHOLIC
SATURDAY
Medstead — 6:00 p.m.
SUNDAY
Leoville — 9:30 a.m.
Spiritwood — 11:15 a.m.
Shell Lake — 2:00 p.m.
Everyone Welcome
Fr. Phinh Do

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood
Every 1st & 3rd Wed. 7 pm
Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin
FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH
Glenbush
11:00 am Worship
BETHEL
Medstead
2nd Sunday, 10 am -
Worship
Pastor David Jensen
4th Sunday, 10 am - Worship
Pastor David Jensen
MENNONITE BRETHREN
Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School
Worship 10:50 am

Gideons International
of Canada
Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes
(306) 389-4633
PARTNERS IN WORSHIP
Shell Lake
Worship Services
Sunday 11:00 a.m.
Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333
LAKELAND
COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1% Ave. and
4™ St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship
Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe
306-883-2380

www.shellbrookchronicle.com

www.spiritwoodherald.com




February 12, 2026 www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald 15

blanket * (>

classifie

The SWNA and its Member Newspapers cooperatively deliver your message to more than half a million readers every week.

Machine Sheds
and More

For Bids, Call/Text:
306-873-0481
or visit:
agproseeds.com

LQZ/?’{)&[((JF

Inspire. Sell.

Two luxurious 5-star
resort units in
Phoenix, Arizona.

Coins, Silver Coins,
Gold coins, etc.
Covering Regina,

Saskatoon & Rural SASK.

information on ad-
vertising conditions,
visit our website at

Www.swna.com.

Precious Metals.
| PAY CASH!
Covering Regina, Saskatoon
& Rural SASK. | drive to you!

Advertisements and ]
AGRICULTURE FEED AND SEED LIVESTOCK FOR SALE TRAVEL WANTED Ctatomante o o '“fﬂ;“gfsﬁms“ @
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POST STRUCTURES . . advertisement and
Top price paid Saskatoon SK. Of-  EXTRAORDINARY f i S
FOB FARM fering 75 2 Yr. old VILLA in Osoyoos, BC, the Saskatchewan Now buying GOLD,
Integrity Post Western Limousin, Black &  with breathtaking e BUYING oG e eneneba i - = W
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sales@
integritybuilt.com

1-866-974-7678

INTEGRITYBUILT.COM

AGPRO MARKET
REPORT:
Farmers, call to
sign up for
Free Today!

Find qualified local
using
the strength of com-
munity newspapers!
Visit www.swna.com

employees,

FARM STRESS

LINE

IF You ARE
EXPERIENCING

SYMPTOMS OF STRESS,

THE FARM STRESS
LINE IS AVAILABLE
24/7 AT

1-800-667-4442

.f}',

Government
5% MCS

of
2 Seskatchewar

GELBVIEH
BULL SALE
RED DEER
COUNTRY
Alberta
Feb. 17th

DLMS.ca
403-588-8620

Doug 306-716-2671
osoyooslakevilla.com

MADE YOU LOOK!
THIS COULD BE
YOUR AD. Prov-
ince wide classi-
fieds delivered in
44 local community
newspapers, across
Saskatchewan!
Don’t Wait! Call
306-649.1405, email
classifieds@swna.
com or visit www.
swna.com for de-
tails.

| drive to you!
CALL ME NOW!!
TODD:
1-306-774-2420

BLANKET
CLASSIFIEDS

Visit swna.com to
place your ad today!

Don’t believe
everything you see.
You can spot and
stop fake news.

SPOTfakenews.ca

CALL ME NOW!!
TODD: 1-306-774-2420

BLANKET
CLASSIFIEDS

ocall

never looked 40 @Od.[
(@

® 44 local community
newspapers

Buy 3 WEEKS AND RECEIVE
YOUR 4TH week FREE!

306-649-1405
classifieds@swna.com
WWW.SWna.com

What happens when you don’t advertise?

Very little.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada
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The

Shellbrook Chronicle
X Spiritwood Herald

are proud to serve as your trusted
local newspaper and advertiser!

Let your community know about Is your community group or non-profit
the services you offer! organization holding an event?
$69.00 Take advantage of our
2x4 $138.00 COMMUNITY CALENDAR
1/6 Page $189.75 With the purchase of a 2 column x 2 inch display ad,
1/4 Page $350.00 we will advertise your community event in our
Community Calendar FREE for two weeks
1/2 Page $650.00 prior to the event!
full Page 2250100 $60 + GST - savings of over 30%

Colour is an additional $90 ] ] )
Don‘t miss out on letting your community

*All rates are subject to applicable taxes (5% GST) and others know about your event!

We are also your local supplier for:

e Business Cards e Photocopies e Envelopes
e Rubber Stamps - Full Colour & Black/White ® Cheques

e Posters e Brochures e Labels

e Paper Supplies e [nvoices & Forms e and More!

Have flyers you need to distribute? Give us a call!
$70 per 1,000 (inquire about volume rates)

Contact us at:

306-747-2442 or chads@sbchron.com
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