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Blaine Lake named Sask. Hockeyville winner
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Blaine Lake is Saskatchewan’s provincial winner for Kraft Hockeyville 2026, and will receive $50,000 to upgrade the Blaine Lake
Photo credit: Facebook/Blaine Lake Community Association

Skating Rink.

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Some may have thought it was
a long shot, but as Wayne Gretzky
once said, you miss 100 per cent of
the shots you don’t take.

In this spirit, a partnership be-
tween the Town of Blaine Lake, the
Blaine Lake Community Association
(BLCA), the Blaine Lake Raiders Se-
nior Hockey Club, and the Muskeg
Lake Cree Nation on a Kraft Hock-
eyville campaign to fund renova-
tions at the Blaine Lake Skating Rink
has reaped considerable rewards.

Now in its 20th year, Kraft Hock-
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eyville sees communities across
Canada enter their community rinks
into the running for a chance to win
$250,000 and host an NHL game.
Entries into Hockeyville are sup-
ported by their communities through
submissions of photos and stories,
which earn communities all-import-
ant points before the judging phase
commences and provincial and terri-
torial winners are announced.
Administration for the Town of
Blaine says the town decided to en-
ter Hockeyville in hopes of secur-
ing funds to retrofit the 71-year-old
Blaine Lake Skating Rink so that
artificial ice can be installed. The
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retrofit is something the town is ex-
ploring in its 2025 to 2030 Strategic
Plan, because the switch to artificial
ice would allow for a longer season
that isn’t so dependent upon the
weather.

Taking nothing for granted, the
community of Blaine Lake rallied
behind its Hockeyville campaign in
a big way. And on Saturday, March
14, its efforts saw Blaine Lake named
the provincial winner for Saskatche-
wan.

With this, the community will now
receive $50,000 for rink upgrades
and $10,000 of hockey equipment
courtesy of the NHLPA Goals &

Spiritwood, Sask. S0J 2M0

Dreams Fund and the NHL/NHLPA
Industry Growth Fund.

However, the community could
still win much more.

As a provincial winner, Blaine Lake
remains in the running to be one of
the two Hockeyville finalists, which
would guarantee the community a
prize of at least $100,000.

The final two communities will be
announced on Saturday, March 21.
Should Blaine Lake be named one
of the top two communities, Hock-
eyville then goes to a nationwide
vote, which will be held from April 3
to 4. The winner will be announced
April 4.
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Tim Hortons celebrates opening in Shellbrook

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Just a few short weeks after it served its first
customer, Shellbrook’s brand-new Tim Hortons
restaurant celebrated its arrival in the community
in style with a grand opening event.

Running from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday,
March 7, the grand opening served up no shortage
of coffee and donuts, as well as prizes, giveaways,
and free hot chocolate for kids.

Ben Wasmuth, a member of the restaurant’s
management team, noted that the support from
the local community has been strong in the first
few weeks. However, the grand opening blew all
previous days out of the water, with roughly 1,500
customers coming through.

With the community fully on board, Wasmuth
says the Tim Hortons recently shifted to its full-
time operating hours of 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Soon, he
adds, the restaurant will be bringing in a fountain
pop machine serving Coke products, as well as all
the limited-time offers Tim Hortons has through-
out the year.

Owned by Trev Dieno, and with a management
team that consists of Wasmuth, Kamal Saini, and
Rhyse Dieno, the new Shellbrook Tim Hortons lo-
cation had been in the works for roughly two years

before it opened its doors in Lake Country Co-op’s
new C-Store building.

With Shellbrook serving as a “gateway to the
north,” Trev Dieno believed the prime location

at the intersection of Highway 3 and Highway 55
would make Tim Hortons a great addition to the
community, both for local residents and for trav-
ellers.

Shellbrook’s Tm Hortons had its busiest day yet, when it held a grand opening celebration on Sat-

urday, March 7.

Shellbrook Royal Purple news

By ELAINE
PERKINS
Club President

The Shellbrook Royal
Purple Lodge took part
in the annual BrainLove

bert.

In attendance were
MLA Alana Ross, Prince
Albert Mayor Bill Pow-
alinsky, and Paul Trem-
blay from the Lloyd-
minster and Area Brain

and Chair of the Sas-
katchewan Royal Pur-
ple’s Charity Partner-
ship Committee, Sandi
Lougheed, opened the
kickoff by speaking
about brain injury pre-

missioners.

This year, donations
to Saskatchewan shel-
ters will total well over
$5,000, and more than
1,000 care bags will be
distributed to the shel-

possible, in part, by sup-
port from the Saskatche-
wan Indian Gaming Au-
thority.

Recently, in recog-
nition of International
Women'’s Day, the Shell-

Lodge presented Neoma
Wellness with a cheque
for $1,000.

Founded by Kelsey Seg-
berg, Neoma Wellness is
a not-for-profit organiza-
tion helping women with

Kickoff on Feb. 28 at the
Days Inn in Prince Al-

Injury Society.
Royal Purple Director

Prince Albert Mayor Bill Powalinsky took part

in the Royal Purple’s BrainLove Kickoff on Feb.
28.
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vention and awareness.  ters. This will be made

By 2031, traumatic
brain injuries are expect-
ed to be among the most
common  neurological
condition affecting Ca-
nadians, with accidents
and interpersonal vio-
lence being the leading
causes of them.

On behalf of the City
of Prince Albert, Mayor
Powalinsky proclaimed
March as BrainLove
Month, and noted that
interpersonal  violence
is something he is very
troubled about in the
community, as he sits on
the board of police com-

TOWN OF SHELLBROOK

NOTICE OF CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
MUNICIPAL BY-ELECTION

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations of
candidates for the office(s) of:

Councillor: Town of Shellbrook
Number to be elected: 1

will be received by the undersigned Monday
through Friday, 8:30am to 4:00pm from the 16" day
of March 2026 until the 8" day of April 2026 at the
Shellbrook Municipal Office.
Nomination forms may be obtained in the following ways:
e From our website — www.townofshellbrook.ca
e |In person @ 71 Main Street

A Criminal record check must accompany all
nomination forms dated no earlier than March 16, 2026.

Dated this 16" day of March, 2026
Sigourney O’Halligan, Returning Officer

FORM H

Notice of Call for Nominations
(Municipal By-Election)

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations of the

candidates for the office(s) of:

Village of Marcelin (1)

will be received by the undersigned on the 8™ day of April,
2026, from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm at the Marcelin Village
Office, 105 Main Street,

and

Councillor:

during regular business hours on Wednesday, March 18,
2026 to Tuesday, April 9t 2026, at the Marcelin Village
Office.

Nomination Forms must be accompanied by a completed
version of the Village’s Public Disclosure Statement, as
required pursuant to The Municipalities Act and The Local
Government Election Act, 2015.

Nomination forms along with the Village of Marcelin Public
Disclosure Statements may be obtained at the Marcelin
Village Office.

Dated this 19t day of March, 2026.

Leanne McCormick
Returning Officer

brook Royal Purple mentalillness.

Pay To /(Eor'ﬂ L el luEss Pl SDAY

L1045
ONE GrowsannDe e

Neoma Wellness’ Jory Segberg (left) and Kelsey
Segberg (right) accept a $1,000 cheque from
Shellbrook Royal Purple member (from left to
right) Elaine Perkins, Liz Lissimore, and Rhon-
da Lennard.
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle
Reporter

(The following council
highlights are not the
approved minutes of
council for March 9.)

Shellbrook’s Town
Council held its gov-
ernance and priorities
meeting and regular
meeting in person and
via teleconference on
Monday, March 9.

In attendance were
Mayor Amund Otter-
son, Councillors Pam
Boettcher, Cheryl Led-
ding, Brent Miller, Kath-
leen Nording, and Ar-
lette Segberg, and the
town’s CAO, Sigourney
O’Halligan.

During its governance
and priorities session,
which is typically re-
served for high-level
longer-term  municipal
strategic planning, coun-
cil welcomed Yvonne
Groenen and Randall
Johnson from the Shell-
brook Chamber of Com-
merce. The pair were in
attendance to explore
opportunities for council
and the chamber to re-
open doors of communi-
cation and collaboration,
both by restarting the
regular breakfast meet-
ings they once held and
by other means.

Groenen also laid out
some of the Chambers
plans over the short-
term, which include
talking to local business-
es about their wants and
needs (from the cham-
ber and the town), and
updating and expanding
the signing corridor to
the east, west, and north
of town to make it more
attractive.

Meanwhile, going for-
ward, Councillor Miller
suggested it would be
helpful to hear from the
chamber about how to
create a better environ-
ment for existing busi-
nesses in the community
and to attract new busi-
nesses to town.

With the initial discus-
sion at a close, council
wrapped up the gov-
ernance and priorities
meeting. Then, Mayor
Otterson called council’s
regular meeting to or-
der, beginning with the
customary Treaty 6 land
acknowledgement in rec-
ognition of Truth and
Reconciliation,  before
council approved the
meeting’s agenda and
adopted the minutes of
its Feb. 23 regular meet-
ing.

With no urgent busi-
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Highlights of a Shellbrook Town Council meeting

ness arising from those
minutes, council dove
in to the reports of ad-
ministration and com-
mittees, starting with
O’Halligan’s CAO report.
Here, the only thing of
note was that plans are
in place to remove the
ice at the Richardson Pi-
oneer Recreation Centre
at the end of March.

The rink was also a ma-
jor point of discussion in
the minutes of the Rec-
reation Committee, with
the committee noting
that it would like to see
a comparison from other
rinks and a cost-benefit
analysis for the canteen
being leased or run by
staff, prior to moving
forward with advertising
for a lease agreement.

The committee also
discussed upgrades to
the Centennial Build-
ing’s kitchen at the Shell-
brook Sports Grounds.
Administration plans to
reach out to Shellbrook
Minor Ball to see if it has
any plans or drawings
done up.

In minutes from the
Feb. 23 Fire Committee
meeting, it was noted
that the fire department
plans to reach out to the
St. Louis fire department
to see if it will share a
copy of the blueprint
for its fire hall. The de-
partment hopes to have
a plan in place by the
end of April, and is also

working to identify five
potential locations for a
new fire hall.

Last but not least, the
department is working
on its 2026 budget and
on updates to its five-
year capital plan.

Closing out the reports
with healthcare-related
items, Mayor Otterson
noted that a resident will
be in town for the next
couple of months.

Moving into new busi-
ness, council began with
some housekeeping
items, including review-
ing the list of lands in
tax arrears and giving
third reading to Bylaw
2026-001, the Assess-
ment Exemption Bylaw,
an annual bylaw update
that applies to tax-free
for three participants,
crown properties, and
other properties the
town has agreements
with.

Next, council adopted
a recommendation from
the Recreation Commit-
tee to change user fees
at the rink. Rather than
paying a $25 fee for each
sport, participants in
sports and activities will
now pay a single $25 fee
regardless of how many
activities they take part
in.

Revenues from the fee
will be allocated direct-
ly toward facility opera-
tions rather than struc-
tured as membership,

Enforcement Act:

date of June 1, 2026.

accepted.

www.rmofcanwood.ca.

R.M. OF CANWOOD NO. 494

SALE BY TENDER

1. The R.M. of Canwood No. 494 offers for sale the
following properties under the provisions of The Tax

Lot 1A Blk 2 Plan 102357222 Ext O
(former MONT NEBO Hotel site)

** Lot 27 Blk 1 Plan 102310962 Ext 0 (MONT NEBO)

** Note: The R.M. of Canwood No. 494 will remove the
unpermitted building on this property prior to possession

2. Tenders must be submitted in the prescribed form
and accompanied by a certified cheque payable to the
Municipality for 10% of the tender amount. Tenders
must include a description of the bidder’s plans for
the property. Highest, or any tender, not necessarily

3. Tenders must be submitted in a sealed envelope
marked “Property Tender” and postmarked by 4:00
p.m. on April 15, 2026, to:

Chief Administrative Officer
R.M. of Canwood No. 494
Box 10, Canwood, Sask. SOJ OKO

4. Tenders will be opened by the Chief Administrative
Officer to ensure tender requirements are met and
presented to Council at their Regular Meeting in April.

5.  The successful bidder will have 30 days to provide the
balance of cash to complete the purchase. All property
sales are “as is” without warrant or guarantee by the
R.M. of Canwood No. 494.

6. Prospective bidders are advised that it is their
responsibility to search the title of the property
in advance. All legal costs, title transfer fees and
applicable taxes are the responsibility of the purchaser
and are in addition to the bid price.

7. Tender packages can be obtained at the R.M. of
Canwood No. 494 office or online at:

Dated this 10t day of February, 2026.
Lorna Benson, Chief Administrative Officer

simplifying administra-
tion and providing the
town with a consistent
and predictable revenue
stream to support ongo-
ing operating costs.
Closing out the meet-
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ing, council discussed a
request from the Shell-
brook Seniors Associa-
tion to support its plans
for Canada Day.

Council agreed to fund
the purchase of two large

cakes for the club’s Can-
ada Day Bingo, and also
to close off Main Street
from 1st Avenue to Beau
“Lac” Funeral Home to
allow for other activities
to be held.

Local pramist still playing at 94

By HILDA EBERLE
Submitted

Clara Olson, a
94-year-old resident of
Rose Gill Lodge in Rab-
bit Lake is our piano
prodigy.

She has played the pi-
ano her whole life, and
actually started playing
as a young girl on an
old pump organ. She
would “chord” for her
dad, who played the fid-
dle. Clara also plays the
accordion.

Clara has been a res-
ident at the Rose Gill
Lodge since 2020. She
readily shares her mu-
sic at the piano for all
the residents. Some-
times, other guests vis-
it the lodge and Clara
plays along with them
as well.

At 94, Clara Olson still loves playing the piano.

April 2026.

b WQ

Notice of
Date of Record

Notice is hereby given that Innovation

Federal Credit Union’s (“Innovation”) Board of
Directors have selected March 30, 2026, as
the date of record for determining Innovation’s
members who are entitled to vote at our 2026
Annual General Meeting.

Innovation will send formal notice and details
of the Annual General Meeting to members in

By Order of the Innovation Board,

Emma de Waal
Corporate Secretary

INNovation

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

1.866.446.7001 | www.innovationcu.ca
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Governments failing
on fiscal responsibility

As few of us have experi-
enced it in our lifetimes, it’s
unlikely we’ll ever arrive at
anything resembling a con-
sensus about what consti-
tutes good governance.

To be certain, we can agree
on some basics where gover-
nance is concerned. Few peo-

Though the Sask. Party
likes to scare us with the
ghost of NDP governments
past, it actually inherited a
vastly improved ledger from
the last NDP government.

When the Sask. Party
came to power in 2007, the
provincial debt was down to

ple, for instance, would ever JORDAN $6.8 billion.

say they long for the days T Though the Sask. Party has
when kings ruled by divine WIES been blessed by the prov-
decree, or for any other form ~ ince’s emergence as a global
of authoritarian regime. News Editor = natural resources power-

But beyond most people’s
general preference for de-
mocracy (even if it isn’t perfect), the
subject of governance gets more com-
plicated and nuanced.

We all want our governments, wheth-
er they be municipal, provincial, or
federal, to be prudent stewards of our
hard-earned tax dollars. And yet, the
definition of prudent stewardship looks
very different to different people.

On the one hand, there are people
that believe care and protection should
be at the heart of what governments
do, with policies and laws focused on
supporting and uplifting the most vul-
nerable (children, the disabled, and se-
niors).

On the other hand, there are those
who want a “blink and you’ll miss it”
government that enacts only the most
basic laws and policies required for so-
ciety to function.

These are just two opposing ends of
the spectrum, and there are plenty of
opinions that land somewhere in be-
tween them.

Despite this, I don’t imagine many
people would look at the governments
in power today as exemplars of sound
fiscal management.

Saskatchewan, with its abundant
natural resources (oil, gas, potash, ura-
nium, canola, wheat, critical minerals,
and more), should easily be one of the
wealthiest jurisdictions in the world.

And yet, over the nearly 19 years it’s
been in power the Sask. Party govern-
ment has succeeded in delivering a
balanced budget only seven times (last
year’s budget, which was balanced on
faith, trust, and a little bit of pixie dust
doesn’t count).

house, and has increased

and expanded the PST, the
provincial debt has skyrocketed and
is expected to reach $23.9 billion this
year.

Meanwhile, it feels like the people
of Saskatchewan have less and less to
show for the government’s largesse.

People continue to grapple with af-
fordability challenges.

Schools still struggle to meet the
increasingly complex needs of their
growing student bodies.

Hospitals across the province lack
frontline healthcare workers, resulting
in frequent service disruptions, family
doctors are as hard to find as ever, and
long waits for diagnostics and surgeries
persist.

The picture doesnt get any rosier
when one examines Canada’s federal
government.

When he became prime minister in
2015, Justin Trudeau promised Cana-
dians “sunny ways.”

What followed was more than nine
years of heavy-handed policy focused
almost exclusively on “fixing” Canada’s
supposed social problems — almost al-
ways at the expense of fiscal prudence
— while leaving economic policy to
make Canada more competitive and
prosperous on the backburner.

Despite this, Mr. Trudeau’s govern-
ment did manage to implement $10
per day childcare and a national dental
care plan, and begin work on a national
pharmacare plan.

When Mr. Trudeau was replaced by
Prime Minister Mark Carney, moving
the Liberal party back towards the
political centre, there was some hope
that Mr. Carney’s banking acumen

www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com
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would get the country’s finances back
on the rails. But while Mr. Carney has
rescinded some of his predecessor’s
economically damaging policies, fiscal
prudence has yet to return to Ottawa.

Following the old business philoso-
phy that one needs to spend money to
make money, Mr. Carney has built his
first year in office on a so-called “gener-
ational investment” in Canadian infra-
structure and productivity.

The end result was a staggering $78.3
billion deficit in the fall budget. And
any benefits from the government’s in-
vestments won't be realized any time
soon, leaving Canadians to grapple
with worsening affordability prospects.

However, if there’s any silver lining,
it’s that the fiscal ineptitude on display
in Canada pales in comparison to the
raging dumpster fire that is the govern-
ment of U.S. President Donald Trump.

Never, in the history of human civi-
lization, has a government boasted so
much while delivering so little.

When he returned to office for his
second term, Mr. Trump promised his
Department of Government Efficiency
would end government waste.

Instead, according to an independent
government watchdog, his government
has been borrowing $50 billion per
week for the past five months, pushing
the national debt up to $38.9 trillion.

During this time, in September alone,
Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth’s

Pentagon blew through $93.4 billion,
including $6.9 million on lobster tails;
$2 million on Alaskan king crab; $15.1
million on ribeye steak; $1 million on
salmon; $124,000 on ice cream ma-
chines; $26,000 on sushi preparation
tables; and $139,224 on donuts.

At the same time, as many as 7 mil-
lion Americans may lose health bene-
fits this year due to Mr. Trump’s lack of
a healthcare plan, and 6 million Ameri-
cans could lose Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program benefits due to
proposed changes to eligibility.

To make matters worse, Mr. Trump’s
tariffs — which have been deemed ille-
gal and may have to be repaid — have
made almost everything more expen-
sive for Americans, and the ongoing
war in Iran has sent gas prices through
the roof.

But while Mr. Trump has seen his net
worth increase by $1.4 billion over the
last year, he believes Americans should
live with the “short term pain” by buy-
ing fewer dolls and pencils.

Seeing the way Mr. Trump governs,
it’s not so surprising that he found a
way to bankrupt his casinos. But it also
suggests that maybe Canadians don’t
have it so bad, after all.

Even so, whether it’s Premier Scott
Moe’s Sask Party or Mr. Carney’s Liber-
als, governments of all political stripes
and sizes need to relearn the impor-
tance of fiscal responsibility.
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Teachers score comeback win in Sandin Classic

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle
Reporter

The students of W.P.
Sandin High School took
over the ice at the Rich-
ardson Pioneer Recre-
ation Centre on Thurs-
day, March 12, as they
faced off against their
teachers (as well as a
handful of community
members) in the annual
Sandin Classic hockey
game.

Initially introduced in
2003, the annual game
became known as the
Tremblay Classic after
the sudden passing of
teacher Brian Tremblay
in 2013, and was one
of the school’s biggest
annual fundraisers. In
those initial years, the
proceeds from admis-
sions, raffle prizes, and
on-ice games were do-
nated to the Kinsmen
Telemiracle, as well as
to Hockey Day in Shell-
brook to assist with
efforts to upgrade the

Richardson Pioneer Rec-
reation Centre.
Though the annual

hockey game took an
extended hiatus during
COVID-19, it made a
thrilling comeback as
the Sandin Classic last
year, with the staff team
getting some long-await-
ed revenge for the back-
to-back losses to the stu-
dents in 2018 and 2019.

The win was the staff
team’s 13th victory since
the game was intro-
duced. Meanwhile, the
students have won five
games.

Inthe early going of last
Thursday’s Sandin Clas-
sic, the students seemed
poised to seize their sixth
victory, jumping out to a
4-0 lead on four unan-
swered goals from Lane
Keyowski (2), Aiden
Tait, and Davin Schmitz.
The early strikes were
enough to chase the staff
team’s starting goalie,
Kris Moe, from the net
in favour of back-up Jon
Nelson.

While the staff team
eventually got on the
board with a goal from
Brad Rock, the students
fired back with anoth-
er three goals, includ-
ing a hat trick goal for
Lane Keyowski and sec-
ond goals for Tait and
Schmitz.

With the first of the
two 30-minute period
coming to a close, the
staff team closed the
gap to 7-3 on goals from
Shaun Schmitz and Brad
Rock, meaning it was

still anybody’s game.

During the brief inter-
mission, a puck toss was
held and won by Grade
6 student Meadow Wil-
liams, who got to take
home a candy basket
for her accurate throw
(which was assisted by
a bump from another
puck).

As the second peri-
od got under way, the
student team picked up
right where it left off,
surging ahead 8-3 on a
hat trick goal from Aiden
Tait.

But, surprising the
students like a pop quiz
they didn’t study for, the
staff team rallied and
rattled off four unan-
swered goals from Dallas
Galloway, Cole Tanchuk,
AJ Ahenakew, and Talon
Sandry to bring the score
to 8-7.

Though a goal from
student Reese Galloway
put the student team
back up by two, the staff
team wouldnt be de-
nied and quickly tied the
game at 9-9 on second
goals for Talon Sandry
and Dallas Galloway.

Once again, the stu-
dents fired back with a
goal from Jesse Kreese.
But Cole Tanchuk scored
late for the staff team to

make it 10-10 and force
a sudden death, 3-on-3
overtime period.

Despite some stellar
saves from Kris Moe,
who filled in between
the pipes for student
goalie Matt Muller after
he broke the blade off
his skate, the staff team
proved unstoppable,
claiming its 14th Sandin
Classic victory on a hat
trick goal from Dallas
Galloway.

Following the game,
Matt Muller was named
the student team’s MVP
for his skate-breaking
performance.

Rhonda Berezowski,
W.P. Sandin’s inclusive
education coach, says the

Student goalie Matt Muller accepts the MVP
stick from SLC members Kallie Ferster (left)
and Airionna McQuillan.

SPIRITWOOD

DENTAL CLINIC ' (v) ) 9) [

NOW,

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
AND EMERGENCIES

306-883-3366

107 Main Street,
Spiritwood, SK SOJ 2MO

MON - FRI: 9AM TO 5PM
spiritwooddentalclinic.ca

SCAN ME

annual Sandin Classic
is a great way to build a
sense of community in
the school.

“From a staff member’s
perspective, the Sandin
Classic is a great way to
interact with students
that is not academically
related,” she said. “From
a student’s perspective, it
is a great way to show off
skills and endurance not
always seen in the class-
room.”

Proceeds from the
puck toss will be put back
into the SLC, to allow it
to plan more events for
the students.

Pharmacy

Puck toss winner Meadow Williams (middle)
accepts her prize from SLC members Airionna
McQuillan (left) and Kallie Ferster.
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Author honours childhood mentor in Debden

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Throughout her life, Shelley Fras-
er has called Debden home on three
occasions. But the time that still res-
onates with her most — even more
than four decades later — came at
the start of the 1980s, when she was
just entering her teenage years.

It was a difficult time for Fraser,
whose parents had recently divorced,
leaving her to choose between living
with her mom in Calgary or remain-
ing in Debden. After initially spend-
ing a year in Calgary, she chose to re-
turn to her hometown, still troubled
by the upheaval of her life.

But then, when she entered Grade
7 in 1980, Fraser had a Catholic nun
named Sister John as her homeroom

Shelley Fraser.

teacher, and her life changed in ways
she never could have expected.

“[Sister John’s] optimism, gentle-
ness, and non-judgemental presence
carried me through some of my most
difficult years. Even after I returned
to Calgary, she remained a guiding
force in my life,” Fraser recalled.
“Through her mentorship, I achieved
things I never imagined.”

Through the trauma of her early
years, Fraser turned to writing as
an outlet, beginning with short sto-
ries focused on healing and even-
tually becoming the author of four
self-published titles.

With her latest book, The Morning
I Walked Her Home, Fraser is hop-
ing to honour Sister John’s legacy,
while helping others to find healing
of their own and understand the
power of mentorship.

“For those who come from a bro-
ken home, being seen is even more
important. When your world feels
unstable, the simple act of someone
noticing you, valuing you, and be-
lieving in you can become a lifeline,”
she said.

“Sister John saw me at a time
when I felt invisible. She recognized
my strengths, even when I was sur-
rounded by circumstances that
made it hard to see them myself.
That kind of recognition can trans-
form a young person’s sense of worth

In 1981, Fraser moved back to Cal-
gary, but remained connected with
Sister John and continued to be
guided by her mentorship.

Fraser returned to Debden as an
adult, living and volunteering in
the community from 2001 to 2014.
During this time, she learned that
Sister John was living in a care
home. And though she wasn’t sure
she was ready to re-open the doors of
her childhood trauma, Fraser even-
tually gathered the courage to visit.

“She recognized me immediately
and told another lady, ‘That is my fa-
vourite student. I want to see her,”
Fraser recalled.

Though the loss of Sister John was
difficult, Fraser knew her story was
one worth telling. And so, she began
writing it last September.

Persevering through her worst
memories, Fraser took about five
months to write the book, and spent
countless hours afterwards editing,
adding details, and proofreading to
get the story just right, before releas-
ing it through Amazon at the end of
February.

“At first, I considered hiring a
ghostwriter because my emotions
were still raw. But when I saw how
the story was being shaped, I re-
alized it needed my own voice, my
thoughts, my memories, and my
emotions,” she said.

ser hopes readers will come away
with a new appreciation for how
short and precious life is, and how
important it is to be kind to others.

“Life moves quickly, and as we
age, time seems to move even fast-
er,” she said. “You never know when
you might become that special per-
son who makes a difference. Some-
times all it takes is one moment of
kindness to change the direction of
someone’s life.”

The Morning I Walked Her Home
is the latest book from former Deb-

and possibility.” In addition to finding healing, Fra- den resident Shelley Fraser.
By JORDAN TWISS With the league cham- minutes of the second power play would Shellbrook for game  Game three of the
Shellbrook Chronicle  pionship on the line period, however, as strike two more times two on Friday, March series will be played in
Reporter now, the rivalry only Brett Blatz scored on throughout the peri- 20.Puckdropissched- Rosthern the following

After a nearly two-
week break, the Shell-
brook Elks Senior
Hockey Club hit the
road for Rosthern on
Friday, March 13, to
kick-off the Twin Riv-
ers Hockey League fi-
nals against the Rosth-
ern Wheatkings.

Though the Wheat-
kings finished atop the
league standings, they
were evenly matched
with the Elks through-
out their two meetings
during regular season.

became more heated,
leading to a game one
that was defined by
penalties and power
play goals.

After the Elks and
the Wheatkings played
to a 0-0 draw in the
first period, the Elks
were the first team
to turn a power play
into an opportunity,
when Dallas Galloway
scored on assists from
Matthew Kutnikoff
and Payton Kachur.

The blade cut the
other way in the dying

been sent as required.

2026.

Donna Goertzen
Assessor

R. M. OF LEASK NO. 464

NOTICE OF PREPARATION
OF ASSESSMENT ROLL

Notice is hereby given that the Assessment Roll for
the Rural Municipality of Leask No. 464 for the year
2026 has been prepared and is open to inspection by
contacting the Office of the Assessor from 9:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. on the following days: Monday to Friday,
March 13/2026 to May 13, 2026.

A bylaw pursuant to section 214 of The Municipalities
Act has been passed and the assessment notices have

Any person who wishes to appeal against his or her
assessment is required to file his or her notice of
appeal, accompanied by $100.00 appeal fee per roll
number with The Assessor, R.M. of Leask, Box 190,
Leask, SK, S0J 1MO0, by the 13" day of May, 2026.

Dated at Leask, Saskatchewan, this 13" day of March,

the power play for the
Wheatkings to tie the
game at 1-1 and send
the action to the third
period. Brayden An-
derson earned the only
assist on the goal.
Penalties continued
to plague the Elks in
the third period, as the
team racked up a total
of seven infractions
over the course of 20
minutes. This opened
the door for Rosthern’s
Aidan Arnold to give
the Wheatkings a 2-1
lead early on, with an
assist from Ben Zultok.
The Wheatkings’

od, with Zultok scor-
ing on an assist from
Brett Blatz, and Marek
Schneider scoring un-
assisted to put Rosth-

ern up 4-1.
Hindered by their
penalties, the Elks

were unable to get
back into the game, but
did manage to close
the gap to 4-2 on a
last-minute power play
goal from Payton Ka-
chur, assisted by Cole
Tanchuk and Matthew
Flodell.

With the Elks’ game
one loss, the best-of-
five series returns to

uled for 8 p.m.

night at 8:30 p.m.

Form P
[Sections 56 & 58 of the Act]

NOTICE OF

ABANDONMENT OF POLL
(Municipal By-Election)
Whereas a poll is not required pursuant to The Local
Government Election Act for the offices of:
Mayor of the Village of Marcelin

| hereby give public notice that no voting for the said
offices will take place and that the following person
is elected by acclamation:

Mayor Lindsay Chmil

Dated at Marcelin, Saskatchewan, this 13% day of
March, 2026

Leanne McCormick

Returning Officer

Requirements:
¢ Valid Class 1A licence

asset

Phone: 306-747-2158

R.M. OF SHELLBROOK NO. 493

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

SEASONAL CLASS 1A OPERATOR

The R.M. of Shellbrook No. 493 is accepting
applications for a Seasonal Class 1A Operator.

¢ Experience operating heavy equipment is an

¢ Ability toworkwellwith othersand independently
» Strong safety awareness and reliability

This position will remain open until filled. Only those
selected for an interview will be contacted.

Submit Applications To:

R.M. of Shellbrook No. 493

71 Main Street, Shellbrook, SK
Email: admin.493@sasktel.net

RESORT VILLAGE OF CHITEK LAKE

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF
ASSESSMENT ROLL

Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll for the Resort
Village of Chitek Lake for the year 2026 has been prepared
and is open to inspection at the office of the Administrator
from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM, Tuesday
thru Thursday and 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM - 3:00
PM on Friday.

Bylaw 159/2022 pursuant to section 214 of The
Municipalities Act has been passed and the assessment
notices have been sent as required.

Any person who wishes to appeal against their assessment
is required to file their notice of appeal along with a non-
refundable fee of $350 by the 13" day of April to: The
Western Municipal Consulting: Board of Appeals; Phone:
(306)441-2674; secretary@westernmunicipal.ca. A copy of
the appeal should also be sent to The Administrator of the
Resort Village of Chitek Lake, P.O. Box 70, Chitek Lake, SK SOJ
OLO.

Dated this 19t day of March, 2026.
Ashley Hardy, Assessor
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War might be ‘good
business’ for some in-
ternational  corpora-
tions poised to grab
profits amid the up-
heaval and fear that
follows the deployment
of troops, but rarely is
conflict good news for
the average citizen.

You can certain-
ly point to wars that
mattered — one photo
of survivors from the
liberation of a German
concentration camp
confirms the madness
of Adolph Hitler had to
be stopped — but too
often the reasons for
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War in Iran will drive up farm costs

are valid enough to au-
thorize people to die.
History will ultimate-
ly determine if there
was a good reason for
U.S. president Donald
Trump to start a war
with Iran, although his
track record wouldn’t
suggest it was a partic-
ularly well thought out
decision. We must real-
ize this is the man that
threatened — veiled
as it may have been —
both Greenland’s and
Canada’s sovereignty.
But whatever the rea-
son for America’s war
with Iran, the result

CALVIN
DANIELS

~

East and beyond.

As with any war, there
is a cost firstly in lives
lost. Soldiers die — and
worse, so do civilians.
Imagine going to school
and a missile from a
foreign army dropping.

termed such occurrenc-
es as “acceptable loss-
es,” but they shouldn’t
be in a humane world.
Then there are the tax
dollars spent on bombs,

missiles, tanks, and
guns.
Imagine the homeless

housed, the hungry fed,
the sick treated from
the money spent by the
U.S. on a single missile.

Then the war splash-
es back on people as far
away from the flying
bullets as we in North
America.

Farmers are likely to
feel the impact rather
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The Middle East
region accounts for
roughly 50 per cent of
global sulphur exports
and 34 per cent of urea
shipments. War easily
disrupts such exports,
and even the threat of
such delivery issues
will drive up prices,
hitting farmers in the
pocketbook.

Likewise, one can’t
drive to the gas station
and not note that prices
have edged up. To think
that is not a result of the
war in Iran would seem
short-sighted.

You might ask why

serves. But if world oil
prices move up because
of the expected impact
of a war in the Mid-
dle East, the perceived
value of Canadian oil
moves up too, and cor-
porations will gladly
take the extra revenue.

Of course for farmers,
fuel prices may well be
up by seeding time, and
that too will increase
operating costs.

So we all will pay
extra for a war initi-
ated by the U.S. pres-
ident, without a great
deal of understanding
about why the war was

war are something only
the instigator thinks

throughout the Middle

has quickly rippled

Somewhere a military
strategist has no doubt

directly, if the conflict
lasts a few more weeks.

fuel prices inch up when
Canada sits on huge re-

thought to be neces-
sary.

Sask. NDP tables bill to address foreign land ownership

By SASK NDP
Submitted

The Saskatchewan NDP is
introducing new legislation
to crackdown on foreign land
ownership and hike fines
for illegal foreign farmland
ownership.

“We owe it to our future
generations to give them a
bright future by protecting
Saskatchewan and Canadian
producers, and that’s exactly
what this bill is designed to
do,” said Carla Beck, Sas-
katchewan NDP Leader.

The bill, titled The Sas-
katchewan Farm Security
(Foreign Farmland Owner-
ship) Amendment Act, in-
cludes a clause that would
allow for a court to order
that the net proceeds of the
forced divestiture of illegally
held farmland be forfeited to
the government.

In addition, it increases
fines that are currently as
low as $1,000 and $50,000
to a maximum of $1 mil-
lion for individuals and
from a current maximum of
$500,000 to a maximum of

$10 million for corporations
involved in the illegal foreign
ownership of Saskatchewan
farmland.

“Our team is committed
to working with producers,
agricultural and producer
organizations and people to
ensure proper oversight of
farmland transactions, and
to putting an immediate stop
to foreign land ownership in
Saskatchewan,” said Beck.

The bill also removes the
limitations that prevent the
board from investigating
older transactions.

“We expect that Scott Moe
and the Sask. Party will do
the right thing by getting
tough on illegal foreign ac-
quisition of farmland and
support this bill,” said Trent
Wotherspoon, Saskatchewan
NDP Shadow Minister for
Agriculture, who introduced
the bill Tuesday.

In 2024, the Provincial
Auditor identified glaring
holes in the process for land
transactions and ownership
declarations — namely, that
reviews typically occurred
five months after sales had

closed and, in 50 per cent of
cases, the Farmland Securi-
ty Board didn’t request the
legally required ownership
declarations from corpora-
tions registered outside Sas-
katchewan.

“Farming is the backbone
of Saskatchewan’s economy,
and this government should
be committed to ensuring
fairness and opportunity for
producers and that the mon-
ey grown at home stays at
home,” Wotherspoon said.

“Clearly, it's time for

change.”

Producers given new options to manage Elk

By MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT
Submitted

The Ministry of Environment and Saskatchewan
Crop Insurance Corporation (SCIC) are partnering
to help producers address ongoing issues with gath-
ering herds of elk where prevention methods have
not been successful. For 2027, the Ministry of Envi-
ronment will be offering eight depredation permits
to producers who have a demonstrated history of
significant damage from congregating elk.

“As a government, we are working to find the right
balance for the people of our province,” Environ-
ment Minister Darlene Rowden said. “We are con-
tinuing to explore a variety of options to help reduce
damage and the impact on producers’ livelihoods,
while ensuring elk populations remain healthy.”

“We know wildlife damage is placing pressure
on producers, particularly throughout the winter
months,” Agriculture Minister David Marit said.
“This additional measure supports Saskatchewan’s
producers, ensuring they have the resources they
need to protect their feed and operations.”

SCIC is working closely with the Ministry of En-
vironment to support their elk depredation permits
initiative. These elk depredation permits serve as an
additional prevention option to help manage wildlife
pressures. Depredation permits are species-specific
and are offered outside of the regular hunting sea-
son. SCIC remains committed to directly working

with producers as they adopt prevention measures,
ensuring the elk depredation permits and other op-
tions are used effectively to reduce wildlife losses.
SCIC will administer the tags directly through its
established wildlife damage claims and prevention
processes.

“By giving producers another tool to protect the
feed and forage they work so hard to grow, this pol-
icy helps safeguard farm income, supports animal
welfare, and strengthens the long-term sustainabil-
ity of our rural communities,” SARM President Bill
Huber said. “Tt is an important step in ensuring our
producers have the resources they need to stay re-
silient and continue contributing to Saskatchewan’s
agricultural economy.”

Following 2027 implementation, the results of this
option will be evaluated and considered in future
planning of Saskatchewan’s wildlife management.

Key Facts:

+ The permits can be used from January 15 to

March 31, 2027.

+ The permits can only be used on land where the

problem is occurring.

+ SCIC will confirm eligibility and provide data to

Ministry of Environment for approval.

+ There will be no cost to producers for the per-

mits.

« This is not intended to be an open hunting op-

portunity. Permits are issued directly to the
producer or a single resident designate to har-

vest the elk.

+ The Ministry of Environment and SCIC will not
be releasing producer information. Permits are
not available through the HAL licensing system
or at Government of Saskatchewan field offices.

+ Reporting on harvest success of depredation
permits is mandatory.

VILLAGE OF LEASK

NOTICE OF PREPARATION
OF ASSESSMENT ROLL

Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll for the
Village of Leask for the year 2026 has been prepared and
is open to inspection in the office of the assessor from 9:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday to Thursday from March 12, 2026
until April 14, 2026.

A bylaw pursuant to section 214 of The Municipalities Act
has been passed and the assessment notices have been
sent as required.

Any person who wishes to discuss the notice of assessment
or potential appeal, may contact the assessor at the Village
of Leask, Box 40, 15 Main Street, Leask, SK SOJ 1MO, or
SAMA 1-800-667-5203.

Any person wishing to appeal an assessment is required to
file a ‘Notice of Appeal to the Board of Revision” by April 14,
2026 with, Mike Ligtermoet, Secretary of Board of Revision,
Nor-Sask Board Services, PO Box 459, Aberdeen, SK SOK
0AO0, 306-314-5418, with the applicable fee of $50 payable
to the Village of Leask, which will be returned if the appeal
is successful.

Dated at Leask, Saskatchewan this 12t day of March, 2026.
Yvette Hamel, Assessor
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Big River supports local playwright

By JADE BOLAND
Submitted

I come from a really cool place.
The people are literally the most sup-
portive and colourful cast and crew
of characters that you will ever meet.
Whether it’s a fundraiser for some-
one in need, a tragedy in a family, or
a local success story, Big River shows
up for their own. Small town! Big
Heart!

Recently this town showed its sup-
port to one of its own. Todd Devon-
shire, born and raised in Big River, is
an author and playwright who pres-
ently has his most recent production,
The Boat, on stage.

This incredible play was presented
at The Refinery in Saskatoon. Bravo!
Acting was on point, technical exe-

cution was perfect and the story was
both moving and thought provoking.

And, once again, Big River showed
up, with more than 50 people from
the community coming out for the
performance. They not only enjoyed
the production but they took the op-
portunity to visit, laugh and tell sto-
ries of their past.

I had not been in the same room
as some of these people in almost 20
years and oh boy, they do have per-
sonality. It was like a time warp in
the very best way. We were wrapped
up in Todds production, then
danced, laughed, and enjoyed every
minute of the evening together.

Todd, sharpen up that pencil, we
need another production to enjoy
and to bring us small towners to-
gether again.

Big River residents made the trip to Saskatoon to watch The Boat, the
latest stage production by Big River’s own Todd Devonshire.

Sprritwood Library celebrates Indigenous hzstory

By HEATHER The presentation This Window is about
GATZKE brought 34 kids and 7 residential school life,
Branch Librarian adults to the library. while Ride, Gabe, Ride

As part of Saskatche-
wan Indigenous Story-
telling Month, the Spirit-
wood Public Library was
happy to have Lucille
Scott, a self-taught paint-
er come and share her
talents with the Grade
2/3 students of Rivier
and Hartley Clark Ele-
mentary Schools on Feb.
26.

The day was partial-
ly sponsored by Library
Services for Saskatche-
wan Aboriginal Peoples,
SK Arts, SK Lotteries,
Sask Culture, SaskTel,
Community Initiatives
Fund, SLA, SIGA, and
the Province of Saskatch-
ewan.

Lucille lives in Can-
wood and has illustrated
4 children’s books. From

NOTICE OF PREPARATION
OF ASSESSMENT ROLL

Notice is hereby given that the Assessment Roll for the
Resort Village of Big Shell for the year 2026 has been
prepared and is open to inspection by calling (306)883-8368

or emailing villagebigshell@gmail.com between
March 20%, 2026 and April 20", 2026.

A bylaw pursuant to subsection 214 of The Municipalities Act
has been passed and the assessment notices have been
sent as required. All fees must be submitted to the local

assessor at the RESORT VILLAGE OF BIG SHELL, Box 130,
Shell Lake, SK S0J 2G0, and forwarded to the Secretary of
the Board of Revision.

Any person wishing to discuss the notice of assessment or
potential appeal may contact the assessor at the RESORT
VILLAGE OF BIG SHELL, Box 130, Shell Lake, SK S0J 2G0.
A notice of appeal, accompanied by a $20.00 appeal fee,
which will be returned if the appeal is successful, must be
submitted by April 20, 2026.

Dated at Shell Lake, Saskatchewan, this 20 day of March, 2026

Tara Bueckert, Assessor
Resort Village of Big Shell

NOTICE OF PREPARATION
OF ASSESSMENT ROLL

Notice is hereby given that the Assessment Roll for the
Resort Village of Echo Bay for the year 2026 has been
prepared and is open to inspection by calling (306)883-8368

or emailing resortechobay@gmail.com between
March 13™, 2026 and April 13", 2026.

A bylaw pursuant to subsection 214 of The Municipalities Act
has been passed and the assessment notices have been
sent as required. All fees must be submitted to the local

assessor at the RESORT VILLAGE OF ECHO BAY, Box 130,
Shell Lake, SK S0J 2G0. All appeals must be filed with the
Secretary of the Board of Revision, Nicolle Hoskins, which can
be sent electronically to: secretary@westernmunicipal.ca or
via Post/mail to RESORT VILLAGE OF ECHO BAY, Box 130,
Shell Lake, SK S0J 2G0 and forwarded to the Secretary of the
Board of Revision.

Any person wishing to discuss the notice of assessment or
potential appeal may contact the assessor at the RESORT
VILLAGE OF ECHO BAY, Box 130, Shell Lake, SK S0J 2G0.
A notice of appeal, accompanied by a $20.00 appeal fee,
which will be returned if the appeal is successful, must be
submitted by April 13, 2026.

Dated at Shell Lake, Saskatchewan, this 13™ day of March, 2026

Tara Bueckert, Assessor
Resort Village of Echo Bay

is about Gabriel Dumont
and the Buffalo Hunt.

Her latest books are
Stinky Sock Jam, about
how the smell of stinky
socks permeates the air
when making highbush
cranberry jam, and No
Ordinary Camping Trip,
which is about earning
money to go to the North
Battleford Fair.

Lucille described how
she painted the artwork
needed for the books,
and the award she re-
ceived for Ride Gabe,
Ride (she was a finalist
for the Next Generation
Indie Book Awards).

Lucille also had a dis-
play of her artwork us-
ing different mediums;
canvas, pennies, rocks
and her most important
one being feathers. Lu-
cille was accompanied by
Gerda Bruner, who was
her school teacher.

Gerda mentioned that
Lucille’s notebooks were
full of art in the margins
when her work was hand-
ed in. Gerda held up the
book showing the pic-
tures while Lucille read.

Lucille Scott and Gerda Bruner share one of Lucille’s books with stu-
dents from Rivier and Hartley Clark Elementary Schools.

Lucille brought some of her art to display at her presentation.
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle
Reporter

The young skaters of
Skate Shellbrook took
over the Richardson Pi-
oneer Recreation Cen-
tre on Sunday, March
15, and channelled the
spirit of the Olympics to
put on a medal-worthy
year-end ice show for a
supportive crowd.

The club’s 42 skaters
showcased their skills
through 15 routines,
including solo num-

bers, small group rou-
tines, and larger groups
for the beginners and
younger skaters.

The
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Skate Shellbrook glves golden performance

club’s parent and tot
group, a new addition
to the club last season,
also got its turn in the
spotlight.

Regardless of their
age or skill level, all
skaters were met with
cheers, applause, and
praise from the audi-
ence and coach Tasje
Sharron.

“It's  wonderful for
the skaters to showcase
what they've learned,
and more important-
ly, prove to themselves
that they were capable
of accomplishing their
goals and doing it in
front of an audience,”
Sharron said.

a
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StarSkater Kayley Draper glides during her

Star 2 solo.

“Parents, grandpar-
ents, aunties and un-
cles, family members
and friends all enjoy
taking in the atmo-
sphere and watching
the skaters participate
and improve from year
to year.”

Chiefly planned and
organized by a dedicat-
ed group of Skate Shell-
brook parents, who
began working on the
show in January, Sun-
day afternoon’s year-
end ice show kicked off
with Julia Shindle per-
forming her pre-novice
freeskate program.

The green CanSkate
group, featuring Mad-
dox Strube, Brantley
Verbonac, Fefe Akin-
rolie, Derrick Aghe-
do, Victoria AKkinrolie,
Ashton Stene, Anasta-
sia Kernohan, Lainey
Verbonac, and Austen
Chandler, showed off its
skills next, followed by
a solo from StarSkater
Becca McNeice, and the
Parent & Tot group, in-
cluding Rowan Boettch-
er, Elena Heppner,
Fletcher Verbonac, Bro-
dy Hudye, Nash Ander-
son, and their parents.

Closing  out the
first half of the show,
StarSkater Kayley

» <
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Young skaters from the Parent & Tot group receive encouragement from

their parents.

Draper performed her
Star 2 solo, and Eric
Swalm, a junior men’s
skater from Regina,
dazzled the crowd with
his junior short pro-
gram.

After a brief intermis-
sion, StarSkater Gwyn
Phan got the second
act started with her
Star 4 solo, and a pre-
StarSkate/StarSkate
group, featuring Becca
McNeice, Kayley Drap-
er, Austen Chandler,
Lainey Verbonac, and
Brantley Verbonac, per-
formed.

Next, the red
CanSkate group, in-
cluding Benjamin

Hoehne, Carson Woll-
man, Lochlan Strube,
Finnley McVicker, Sam
McNeice, and Emmer-
son Nelson, took to the
ice, followed by Julia
Shindle with her gold
artistic solo.

With the show near-
ing its end, the blue
CanSkate group, featur-
ing Calder Provencher,
Gavin Sagucio, Hux-
lee Ahenakew, Liam
Burles, Twara Jha, Ella
Butterfield, Nesrin De-

lapera, and Ari Brad,
performed a hock-
ey-themed routine, and
Eric Swalm performed
his show program.

To close out the af-
ternoon, all skaters re-
turned to the ice for the
grand finale.

As always, the year-
end ice show brings
with it the end of Skate

Shellbrook’s season,
which Sharron feels
went well.

“We have some ea-
ger skaters coming up
through the CanSkate
program who want to
continue on,” she said.

Though a slight drop
in the number of en-
rolled skaters meant
scaling back skating to
two days a week, Shar-
ron is hopeful to return
to a normal three-day
next fall.

That said, change isn’t
always a bad thing. This
year, Skate Shellbrook
decided to change its
CanSkate programming
and Parent and Tot ses-
sions and offer an Oc-
tober to December ses-
sion and a January to
March session, as well

as the full season.

Sharron says the re-
sponse to this was posi-
tive, and the change will
remain in place for next
season.

With a somewhat
younger club than in
previous years, this
skating season was also
different for Sharron
in that competitions
ended after sectionals
in November, with no
skaters registering for
Regionals or the Winter
Classic.

Instead, Sharron
says this was a year of
building skills and con-
fidence, and working
towards  assessment
goals.

Looking ahead to next
fall, Sharron is eager to
see how this work has
paid off.

“It’s always exciting to
get the season under-
way and see where the
skaters are at,” she said.
“From there, it’s fun to
watch their confidence
grow and see the direc-
tion their skating takes
throughout the season.
I love that hope and ex-
citement.”

StarSkater Becca McNeice executes a sharp A skater from the green CanSkate shows agility StarSkater Gwyn Phan opened the second act
and precision weaving through markers.

turn during her solo.

with her Star 4 Solo.
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Minutes of an RM of Canwood meeting

(Where necessary, the following
minutes may have been edited for
brevity or clarity.)

A regular meeting of the Council
of the Rural Municipality of Can-
wood No. 494 was held in the Munic-
ipal Council Chambers, at 641 Main
Street, Canwood, Sask., on Jan. 20,
2026, commencing at 9:05 a.m.

Present were Reeve Levi Schutte,
Chief Administrative Officer Lorna
Benson, and the following Council-
lors for their respective divisions: #2
Gerald Muller, #3, Rick Jensen, #5
Kevin Olson, and #6 Cody Lockhart.

Absent were #1 Kenneth Stene and
#4 Mario Boisvert.

Delegations:

9:15 a.m. Dwight Diehl, Public
Works Supervisor, Municipal Opera-
tions Update

11 a.m. Council Indemnity

Olson: That the minutes of the Dec.
17, 2025, Regular Council Meeting be
approved as presented. Carried

Schutte: That the Statement of Fi-
nancial Activities for the month of
December 2025 for the R.M. General
Account be approved as presented.
Carried

Muller: That the regular meeting of
Council be suspended at 9:10 a.m. for
an in-camera session to discuss legal
matters. Carried

Jensen: That the regular meeting of
Council reconvene at 9:25 a.m. Car-
ried

Muller: That we approve the pay-
ments as listed on the attached ac-
count listing for a total of $647,966.14,
Council Direct Deposits for January
and Payroll Direct Deposits for 2025
Pay Period 26 & 2026 Pay Period 1.
Carried

Public Works Supervisor Dwight
Diehl attended the meeting at 9:30
a.m.

Jensen: That we appoint Reeve Levi
Schutte, and Councillors Cody Lock-
hart, Kevin Olson, and Gerald Muller
to a new committee referred to as the
Gravel Committee. Carried

Olson: That we acknowledge the
Tender Package for the Larsen Bridge
and authorize Prairie Road Solutions
Inc. to post the tender as presented.
Carried

Muller: That we acknowledge the
Occupational Health Committee
Meeting Minutes of Dec. 16, 2025.
Carried

Jensen: That we purchase a new
2026 Arne’s Cross Gate Hopper Grav-
el Trailer from Maxim Truck and
Trailer, Prince Albert, Sask., at a cost
of $77,899 plus applicable taxes Car-
ried

Jensen: That we purchase a used
2020 International LT625 Truck
from Iron Nation Equipment Inc.
Saskatoon, Sask., at a cost of $83,400
plus applicable taxes. Additionally,
we agree to the purchase of a wet kit
to be installed on the truck at a cost of

CoMmmunIiTY CALENDAR

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 10am - 5pm; Wednesday
10am - 5pm; Thursday 1pm to 5pm; Friday 10am - 5pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10am - 4pm; Thursday

10am - 4pm

SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 11am - 4pm; Wednesday

12 pm -5 pm

BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 1pm - 6pm; Thursday 1pm -
6pm; Friday 1pm - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm. Contact us for more info 306-
497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.

BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 11:30am - 4:30pm; Wednesday
11:30am - 4:30pm; Thursday 11:30am - 4:30pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library Hours: Tuesday
9:30am - 4pm; Wednesday 10:30am - 5pm; Phone: 306-468-2501

DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours: Tuesday 10am - 4pm; Wednesday 12pm -
6pm. Librarian: Aline Hannon

LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday gam - 2pm;
Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Friday 9am - 12pm

MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Saturday 10am - 2pm; Thursday 2pm - 8pm.
For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105
Railway Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2pm - 6pm;
Tuesday 2pm - 8pm; Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Thursday 12pm - 6pm; Friday 10
am - 5pm (Story Time 10:30am - 11:30am); Saturday 10am - 4pm.

BIG RIVER: Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting — Every Wednesday, 7:30 pm @
Train Station in Big River (Railway Avenue)

BIG RIVER: Ice Fishing Derby on Cowan Lake in Big River, SK — Saturday,
March 21. $18,000 in prizes! Entry fee: $50/Hole; 2nd Hole $20. Tickets avail-
able by phone 306-469-7990 or @ Timberlost Outfitters in Big River and @
The Fishin’ Hole in Saskatoon.

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We'll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar
FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60-° plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%

Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”
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Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0Q
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$9,600 plus applicable taxes. Further
to this, we instruct the Chief Admin-
istrative Officer to make application
to SGI as per the letter dated Octo-
ber 21, 2025, regarding a reimburse-
ment of taxes because of the claim
settlement for the 2019 International
Heavy Vehicle. Carried

Jensen: That we purchase one addi-
tional hardware and software grader
GPS system at a cost of $1,500 plus
applicable taxes from Conx Wireless.
Additionally, the annual software li-
censing fee will be $360 plus applica-
ble taxes. Carried

Public Works Supervisor Dwight
Diehl left the meeting at 11:30 a.m.

Muller: That in the matter of the
Parkland Association of Rural Mu-
nicipalities, we agree to have the R.M.
of Paddockwood and the District of
Lakeland added to the survey. Fur-
ther to this, we agree to have “base
tax” added to the survey and request
that member municipalities be giv-
en the opportunity to vote on having
“maintained miles of road” added to
the survey. Carried

Olson: That in the matter of sign-
ing authority, we authorize the Reeve
Levi Schutte and Chief Administra-
tive Officer (CAO) Lorna Benson to be
appointed to do all such acts and sign
all documents and agreements as
may be reasonably required to enable
the Municipality to conduct its usual
business. Further to this, in the ab-
sence of the Reeve, the Deputy Reeve
Cody Lockhart and in the absence
of the CAO Development Assistant
Jamie Skarpinsky are designated as
secondary signing authorities. Car-
ried

Schutte: That we acknowledge the
total combined purchase of $8 Mil-
lion Commercial General Liability In-
surance and Administrator’s Errors
and Omissions Coverage through
S.ARM. at the premium rate of
$1,981 plus applicable tax (PST). Car-
ried

Muller: That we instruct the Chief
Administrative Officer to complete
the required form(s) requesting can-
cellation of the respective leases
and payment of taxes on provincial
Crown land which is in arrears of tax-
es in accordance with the Provincial
Lands Policy of the Ministry of Agri-

culture. Carried

Jensen: That for the year 2026, the
Reeve and each Councillor be insured
under The Saskatchewan Work-
ers’ Compensation Act at the rate of
$43,726 per Council member. Carried

Schutte: That it be recorded in these
minutes that the following Election
Officials have been appointed by the
Returning Officer: Jamie Skarpinsky
(Deputy Returning Officer) and Tam-
my Molzan (Poll Clerk).

Nomination Officers (in the ab-
sence of the Returning Officer): Ja-
mie Skarpinsky, Tammy Molzan and
Michele Person. Carried

Schutte: That the following rates of
remuneration be set for 2026 Munic-
ipal Elections:

« Returning Officer $350 plus

$0.70/km

» Deputy Returning Officer $300

plus $0.70/km

« Poll Clerk(s) $250 plus $0.70/km.

Carried

Lockhart: That we designate the
following polling place for 2026 Mu-
nicipal Elections: R.M. Office, 641
Main Street, Canwood, Sask. Carried

Olson: That we forward the files to
Veritas Law for further proceedings
under The Tax Enforcement Act. Car-
ried

Jensen: That we purchase a mem-
bership with the Hudson Bay Route
Association at a cost of $500 for the
year 2026. Carried

Olson: That we approve the Coun-
cil’s Indemnity as presented. Carried

Olson: That we acknowledge receipt
of the 2025 Canwood and District
Bus Association Financial Statement.
Carried

Muller: That we acknowledge the
Permit Extension Application of Rob-
in and Deanna Pease. Carried

Jensen: That in the matter of the
Campground Development on the SE
01-50-07 W3, Council instructs the
Chief Administrative Officer to com-
mence the road registration. Carried

Muller: That we deny the request of
Rose-Ann Tisserand and Greg Hucu-
lak to purchase the walkway south of
Lot 11, Blk 4, Plan 77B09994 Ext 0,
Parcel No. 131195640 at Morin Lake.
Carried

Muller: That we now adjourn at
1:30 p.m.

Op-ed: Sask. must deal

with massive debt

By GAGE HAUBRICH
CTF Prairie Director

When your car breaks down, you dip
into your emergency fund to cover the
repair bill.

It’s a tough choice, but it’s one you
must make when faced with a difficult
situation.

Instead of putting that car repair on
your credit card and having to pay in-
terest charges, it makes sense to find
other savings in your budget to cover
the unexpected expense.

The same logic should apply to the
provincial government.

Premier Scott Moe recently said

“you’ll see a deficit in a couple weeks in
this province,” referring to the upcom-
ing provincial budget. Moe says the
province’s revenue is taking a hit this
year.

Like an unexpected car breakdown,
the government can’t control every-
thing that affects its bottom line. Cat-
astrophic events like pandemics and
tariffs are largely out of the provincial
government’s control.

But the government can control how
much it spends.

And after years of overspending, Sas-
katchewan doesn’t have an emergency
fund to rely on when times get tough.

Continued on page 11
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For Canadian hockey
fans, sad was the 2-1
overtime loss to the
U.S. in the gold medal
game at the Milan/Cor-
tina Olympic Games.
Sad, too, was that fu-
ture Hall of Famer
and Canadian captain
Sidney Crosby had to
watch the game from
the press box, nursing
a lower-body injury.

Crosby, of course,
will one day go into the
Hockey Hall of Fame
with the phrase ‘Golden
Goal’ front and centre,
thanks to his overtime
heroics in the 2010
Olympics in Vancouver,
where he put Canada
on top of the hockey
world. How much his
absence affected the
final outcome of this
year’s gold medal game
will never be known,
but if you consider that
Canada’s team signifi-
cantly outplayed the
Americans for about 45
of the 60 minutes, and
did it without Crosby,
it’s not too absurd to
suggest Canada might
have won by a comfort-
able margin had Crosby
played a regular shift.

www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com

At 38 years of age,
Crosby is still a world-
class player perform-
ing at a high level. At
the Olympic break, he
stood 20th in points in
the youth-dominated
NHL scoring race. His
59 points in 56 games
had sparked a resur-
gence in Pittsburgh,
where the Penguins
were in a solid playoff
position after last year
losing 14 more games
than they won and not
coming close to a play-
off spot.

When Crosby went
down with an injury in
Milan, not only were
Canada’s gold-medal
chances dampened, but
the dark mood quickly
crossed the ocean to

Pennsylvania, where
Penguin fans feared the
worst.

The good news is
that Crosby’s injury is
not believed to be sea-
son-ending.  Doctors
suggested the injury
was to the MCL in his
knee and that he could
return around April 1,
two weeks before the
playoffs begin.

The continuing excel-

BRrucE
PENTON

~

lent play of Crosby and
the bounceback by the
Penguins has been one
of the NHLs best sto-
ries this year. Crosby,
the No. 1 overall draft
pick in 2005 (Alex
Ovechkin was No 2)
immediately assumed
superstar status, liv-
ing up to his pre-draft
hype. He has won two
Hart trophies (MVP),
led the Penguins to
three Stanley Cups
and will likely wind up
third or fourth in over-
all career points when
he retires.

To see him limping
around Milan and be-
ing unable to lead Can-
ada on the ice was a sad
day for Canadian hock-

ey fans. He tried his
best to be in Canada’s
lineup, participating
in a team skate the day
before the gold medal
game but eventually
deciding to sit out.

“It was a tough deci-
sion,” Crosby said. “Ob-
viously, in your head,
you always want to be
out there and find every
way possible but not at
the expense of what
needs to be done,” he
told reporters.

He didn’t wear No. 87
for Canada in that final
game and the ‘C’ was
worn by team-mate
Connor McDavid, but
to Canadian hockey
fans of this era, Sidney
Crosby will always be
Captain Canada.

« Steve Simmons
of the Toronto Sun:
“Coach of a winning
hockey team: ‘Our
players are buying in.
Coach of a losing hock-
ey team: ‘Our players
aren’t buying in. The
secret to life: Finding
those who will buy in.”

» Comedy writer Tor-
ben Rolfsen of Van-
couver: “Norway won
the Olympics. Just one
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Crosby’s absence left a huge void in Milan

letter away from ‘No
way.”

« Rolfsen again: “Con-
nor Hellebuyck won
the President’s Trophy
last year. He was given
the Presidential Medal
of Freedom. In Win-
nipeg, he has a Presi-
dent’s Choice Optimum
card. One more thing
and he’ll be a one-man
Mount Rushmore.”

e Super 70s Sports:
“Just got passed by a
car with a drink hold-
er on the fender. Didn’t
see the driver, so I'm
just going to assume it
was John Daly.”

« Brad Dickson of
Omaha: “My plans for
the weekend appear to
have fallen through.
I was supposed to go
bowling with the Su-
preme Leader of Iran
but he’s not responding
to my texts.”

« Jack Finarelli on
his sportscurmudgeon.
com site: “The World
Baseball Classic final
game will be in Miami
on St. Patrick’s Day.
Before you bother to
go and look, Ireland is
not one of the teams
in the field so that sort

of serendipity cannot
happen.”

« A quote from the
late basketball coach
Lou Holtz, snipped
from  sportscurmud-
geon.com: “Don’t tell
your problems to peo-
ple: 80 percent don’t
care; and the other 20
percent are glad you
have them.”

« Headline at fark.
com: “Maxx Crosby
tradedd to the Ravenss
for two firstt-roundd
pixx.”

« Another fark.com
headline: “(Golden
State coach) Steve Kerr
explains his wholesome
reason for quitting so-
cial media. Tm really
able to avoid reading
what a terrible human
being and coach I am.
That’s healthy for me.”

« Cathal Kelly of the
Globe and Mail, on the
Leafs overvaluing their
players on the trading
block: “Dealing with
the Leafs must be like
going to a yard sale and
finding out it’s being
run by Christie’s.”

Care to comment?
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

Op-ed: Sask. must deal with massive debt

Continued from 10

And that’s when fiscal discipline
matters most. That’s because when the
government balloons spending during
times of economic turmoil and low gov-
ernment revenue, taxpayers suffer the
long-term consequences of increased
government debt and higher debt in-
terest charges.

The government has been overspend-
ing its own budget plans for years. It
spent $970 million more than budget-
ed in 2024. In 2023, the government
went over budget by $2.2 billion. In
2022, it was $1.4 billion. And in 2021,
it was $2.5 billion.

And Moe is continuing to overspend
this year.

The government was already spend-
ing about $521 million over its budget
this year, according to the mid-year

financial report. Now its also spend-
ing $650 million more through special
warrants.

The government says these special
warrants are for important priorities
like health care. It’s important to spend
on priorities, but just like the car repair,
putting these charges on the taxpayer
credit card doesn't solve the problem.
It makes the problem worse in the fu-
ture because all that borrowing must
be paid back, plus interest.

All this extra spending means more
debt and higher interest charges paid
by taxpayers. Since becoming premier,
Moe has more than doubled Saskatche-
wan’s provincial debt, which is expect-
ed to reach $23.9 billion by the end of
this year.

And because of all that debt the gov-
ernment is wasting record amounts on

debt interest charges. The government
is spending about $878 million on debt
interest charges this year. The Sas-
katchewan government has spent more
than $5 billion debt interest charges
since 2017. That’s money that can’t be
used to hire a nurse, pave a road or
build a school. Instead, it goes to bond-
holders collecting interest

The longer the government keeps
ballooning the debt without a plan to
pay it back, the more likely tax hikes on
Saskatchewanians become. When the
government starts to run out of money
to spend, it starts to look for more in the
pockets of Saskatchewan taxpayers.

Smart Saskatchewanians have an
emergency fund and pay down debt
because they have a plan. The govern-
ment hasn’t had a plan for years. Bud-
get 2026 is another opportunity for the

government to finally present that plan
and get the province back on track be-
fore the debt becomes too big to handle.

Moe’s plan can start with a compre-
hensive spending review. The govern-
ment can't find savings if it isn’t look-
ing.

Former prime minister Jean Chré-
tien’s government conducted a spend-
ing review in the 1990s and found $9.8
billion in spending reductions. The
Newfoundland and Labrador govern-
ment embarked on a similar spending
review and found more than $860 mil-
lion in savings in 2021.

Moe needs to present a plan to fix
Saskatchewan’s finances and pay down
debt in Budget 2026 so Saskatchewan-
ians aren’t stuck wasting hundreds of
millions of dollars every year on debt
interest payments.

. News Media Canada
Médias d’Info Canada
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Shellbrook Library hosts Ecuador presentation

By EDDIE HOEHN
Branch Librarian

On Saturday, March 7,
Deb Jensen gave a pre-
sentation at the library
about her trip to Ec-
uador. She showed at-
tendees pictures of her
trip on a screen with a
projector. Deb travelled
to Ecuador in 2018. Deb
went to Las Tolas, Qui-
to, Tonsupa, Atacames,
the Playa Escondida ho-
tel, and Sua. She bought

an alpaca blanket at an
artisans’ market.

Deb and her husband
Jim explored the Yumba
museum in Tulipe with
their host. The Yumbas
were traders between
the mountains and the
coast. They left the area
when a volcano erupted
and the Incas took over.
The Yumbas' descen-
dants live near Quito.
The Yumbas’ trails are
visible as grooves in
the land. There are rock

Deb Jensen displays her alpaca blanket from

Ecuador.

2026

GALL FOR
NOMINATIONS
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Scholarship
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structures outside the
museum which people
believe are ceremonial
pools. They were dis-
covered around 2000
when a road was built.
Deb saw wildlife such
as an armadillo, green
parakeets, squirrel
cuckoo, swallow tailed

kites, vultures, forest
falcons, hummingbirds,
tanagers, sickle-winged
guans, banded tailed pi-
geons, masked trogons,
golden-headed quetzals,
creepers, woodpeckers,
ant birds, flycatchers,
wrens, pelicans, osprey,
carpenter bees, tree

snails, a heron, crabs, a
bat, a kingfisher, igua-
nas, and a gecko. Tou-
cans also live in Ecua-
dor.

There are lots of
plants in Ecuador which
Deb saw, including
tree tomatoes, coffee
plants, orchids, and
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sugar cane. Sugar cane
is grown by local farm-
ers. It is squished, fil-
tered, boiled down, and
skimmed into tanks.
The farmers shovel the
sugar cane until it cools
and crystallizes into a
golden sugar. Then it is
bagged for sale.

How to start seeds - Part 11

By PATRICIA
HANBIDGE
Orchid Horticulture

Last week our col-
umn focused on some
of the basics surround-
ing starting your own
seeds. We talked about
plants needing light,
water, warmth, oxygen
and food to grow and a
little bit about the seed
itself. Growing your
own plants from seed is
magical.

Most gardeners de-
rive great satisfaction
from growing plants.
They grow just for or-
namental value but
also for growing food
that graces our tables
when we cook for both
friends and family.
Starting seeds allows a
greater degree of satis-
faction and enables the
gardener and the chef

JUNIOR

CITIZEN OF THE

YEAR AWARD

Over the past four decades, the

education.

Saskatchewan Weekly Newspapers
Association, in partnership with
SaskPower and the Lieutenant Governor
of Saskatchewan, has recognized the
youth of Saskatchewan through the Junior
Citizen of the Year Award.

These prestigious awards are given to youths who:

* Have a positive lifestyle

¢ Volunteer within their community and school

* Has overcome a personal life challenge
(physical, emotional or environmental)

* Have a strong sense of caring and responsibility

¢ Are between the ages of 8 and 18

This year, four deserving youths will receive a
$3,000 bursary, provided by SaskPower, to
use towards their post-secondary education.

JUNIOR CITIZEN OF THE
YEAR STEM AWARD

Introduced in 2025. The Junior Citizen

of the Year STEM Award will recognize

a Saskatchewan youth who contains all
the same qualities of a Junior Citizen of
the Year but has an aptitude for science,
technology, engineering, or mathematics.
This award is eligible for all students,
including but not limited to, young women,
and underrepresented communities.

This year, one deserving youth will receive
a $3,000 bursary, provided by Crown
Investments Corporation of Saskatchewan,
to use towards their post-secondary

Building a Strong Saskatchewan through
the Crown Sector

Visit www.swna.com for further
information and nomination forms
Nominations close March 31, 2026

to know exactly what
products were used on
the plants from the be-
ginning of life. Growing
your own is also a more
sustainable alternative
to purchasing food that
has been grown many
miles away and had to
undergo an unbeliev-
able amount of trans-
portation in order to
get to our local grocer.

You might be won-
dering why it is a good
idea to start seeds. Af-
ter all it is a bit of work
and you do need to pur-
chase some gear in or-
der to do it right. First
and foremost, starting
seeds will allow you to
extend the growing sea-
son. This is a good thing
as our frost-free days
range from around 90
to 120 on the prairies.
Many of the desirable
crops you might like to
grow need more than
that amount of time to
mature. Also, if you are
a gardener, you already
know that what you
wish to grow that can-
not be seeded into the
garden in spring might
not be available for you
to purchase as bedding
plants. We all like to be
individual and grow in
our gardens whatever
we choose, so starting
your own seeds will
give you much more
variability in your gar-
den.

Another consider-

ation to think about

is the importance of
maintaining  diversi-
ty in our seed sources.
Growing heritage or
heirloom plants allows
a refurbishment of
seeds that otherwise
might be lost forever.
In the age of genetically
modified seeds and the
ease of travel may make
us more aware of the
importance of ensuring
our roots, our history,
heritage and ultimate-
ly our seeds are main-
tained appropriately for
future generations.

Other than the gen-
eralization that germi-
nation begins with the
uptake of water, there
are a host of conditions
that are necessary for
successful ~ germina-
tion. To simplify things
for you, let’s think of
what you are growing
as being either warm
or cool-season crops.
Warm season crops
like sweet corn, lima
beans, tomatoes, pep-
pers, melons, okra,
eggplant will generally
need a warmer season
of growth and typically
a slightly warmer ger-
mination temperature.
Cool season crops will
generally need the op-
posite. The other com-
mon variable you may
encounter is the need
to either have light con-
ditions or dark condi-
tions for that magical
process to begin.

Once that life has be-

gun then it is important
for you to provide every
little thing that will be
needed in order to grow
healthy plants that are
ready to be transplant-
ed out into the garden.
Many times, people
do not realize the es-
sential need to grow
these little plants under
grow lights. Generally,
my grow lights sit just
above the canopy and
I raise the lights as the
plants grow. This en-
sures strong, sturdy
plants that are not long,
slender and droopy
when grown with not
enough light.

As far as broad plan-
ning of planting dates,
Plant celery, eggplant,
leeks, peppers and to-
matoes in mid March
and in April, broccoli,
cantaloupe, cauliflow-
er, lettuce, pumpkins,
squash and watermel-
on. This timing will
give you sturdy plants
for planting out around
the long weekend in
May. This will of course
vary with the tempera-
ture, light and other en-
vironmental conditions
where you are growing.

Hanbidge is the Lead
Horticulturist with
Orchid  Horticulture.
Find us at wwuw.or-
chidhort.com; by email
at growyourfuture@
gmail.com on facebook
@orchidhort and on
instagram at #orchid-
hort.
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SQWICCS %\p ELECTRIC g’ “Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most” el e et em“txa':z%g::g;?;we «
Andrea Weberg %, & 306-747-2828 (24 hrs.) Hearing Test! Shellorook  306- 747-2896
CPTP, DFA-TSS * FARW 101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK Canwood  306-468-2227
Glen Jantz Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available 1-306-883-3997 Leask 306-466-4811
306-747-2244 306-984-7634, Leoville Shellbrook — Spiritwood — Big River — Debden Hearing Aid Sales and Services 1-877-898-8248 (TAlT)
Shellbrook gcjantl@gmail-com Prince Albert — Canwood — Leask . . General, Health & Hail Insurance
Licenced & Bonded www.beaulacfuneralhome.com 101 Main Street, Spiritwood Motor License Issuer

Law Office

DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - FARM

RE/MAX

Bevra Fee, Realtor®
(306) 883-7058

RE/MAX OF THE BATTLEFORDS
each office independently ouned & opera

bevrafee@sasktel. net

0 e [

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

Bill Cannon, in person,
by appointment
52 Main Street, Shellbrook

306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday,
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

FIN N

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh
Shelley Cannon, in person,
by appointment
NEW LOCATION:
236 Main St., Spiritwood
All lawyers, Monday - Friday,
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700 or
scannon@novuslaw.ca

Truck
& Trailer

Lt

o Truck and Trailer Inspections

e School Bus Inspections
e Diesel Tuning
e Diagnostics Services
o Fully Licensed

(=]

Call for more information

306-747-7711

ol

SHELLTOWN

PLUMBING & HEATING

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,
gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332

Shellbrook, Sask.

LENNOX

This Space Is
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

BUYING OR SELLING
FARMLAND?

(1
>
cd
>
N
— =

Gerald Muller

FARMLAND SPECIALIST

306-570-7743
skfarmland.ca

Heather Sarrazin

LAKE COUNTRY'S LOCAL REALTOR®

306.883.7449

call or text
73

Located in Shell Lake
and continuing to

proudly support &
serve our local

communities!

Shawna Schira-Kroeker

Your Local Realtor™...
Working Hard. ...
| To Sell Ag, Residential,

A Cottage & Commercial
| | Properties For You!

306-441-1625 (cel)

ssk@littleloon ca

This Space Is
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

C(%C heathersarrazin.com RE/MAX RE/ MNOA%V
REALTY s S b ot ety 306-747-2442
This Space Is This Space Is > This Space Is This Space Is
Waiting For You | | Waiting For You T h LS Sp ace I S Waiting For You | | Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Your Guide to

Home Services
and Repair
Professionals
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14¢ Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email

chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK SoJ 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.
Subscriptions
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

Shellbrook Chronicle

Reaching over 10,000 people

weekly.

Personal Classifieds:
$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ per
additional word for the 1% week.
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.
Classified Display:
$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2
column inches = $52.50 + GST.
For All Other Advertising
Please Contact Our Office at:
Ph: 806-747-2442 or Fax: 806-747-3000
Email:
news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com
SWNA Blanket Classifieds

March 19, 2026

Enhance Your Ad (Sask. Only)

Reaching almost 6 million people weekly. | Reaching Over 830,000 People Weekly
Cost for 25 words: Size: 2 col. X 27 .. $599.00
Saskatchewan market............... $209.00 | Size: 2 col. X 47 oo $799.00
Per extra word........cccccoevnirnnne. $5.00 Deadline for Booking/Material
Alberta market ..........ccocoevenn. $269.00 Friday at 4 p.m.
Per extra word........cccccccevnnnnn. $8.00 | Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
Manitoba market............oc..... $189.00 306-747-2449
Eastman........cccocoooieieis $119.00 or Email:
Westman.........cccoeevevveecieennnnn, $119.00 chads@sbchron.com
Per extra word........ccccccovveeueennn.. $5.00 All prices plus applicable taxes.
Quebec market
English cooovvoeooeeeevcce, $160.00 | NOTICE ‘
Per extra word........ccccocevrnnnnn. $6.00 This newspaper accepts advertisements in
Atlantic market .........c.ccoevenen. $200.00 goqd faltb' We advise that it is in your Interest
to investigate offers personally. Publications
Per extra word.......coceceevecnenens $5.00 | by this paper should not be taken as an
Also Available: Quebec (French) ............... $967.00 endorsement of the product or services offered.

WANTED: [ am
BLACKANDRED  paying a price 20%
ANGUS Yearling more than any
and Two-year-old collector or buyer
Bulls. Adrian Ed- of gold and silver

wards, Valleyhills
Angus - Glaslyn,
SK.

coins, jewelry, met-
al, copper, etc. Ph:
. Daniel Pawlivsky
PH: 306-441-0946 780-781-4165  4-11

2427

ZEROIN
ON NEW
EMPLOYEES

FOR SALE —-2002

Hyundai Elantra

4-door, timing belt CLASSIFI l:’-D S
and alternator belt, WORK!
new windshield, 306.747.2442

4 good tires, grip.
$2,400 OBO. Phone
306-951-7501  3-11

chads@
sbchron.com

The Classifieds
Have Everything You
Are Looking For!

Miscellaneous ¢ Autos
Recreation Vehicles  Livestock
Feed n Seed * Land * Houses * Pets
Help Wanted « Employment Opportunities

20 words for only

$16.00 plus GST

$8.00 for each additional week
+ Additional words 20¢

Shellbronk Chronicle
Spirihunnd Herald

306-747-2442

chads@sbchron.com

$(0

HAVE FLYERS
TO DISTRIBUTE?

@é/&ug acafl!
1,000

($0.07 per insert)

Inquire for volume discounts

Target just one or as many communities as you’d
like within our distribution area, including:

Shellbrook, Shellbrook RR, Holbein, Parkside, Leask, Marcelin,
Blaine Lake, Canwood, Debden, Big River, Mont Nebo,
Shell Lake, Spiritwood, Spiritwood RR, Leoville, Chitek Lake,
Medstead, Rabbit Lake, Mayfair, Glenbush

Contact us for distribution quantities

Shellbrook Chronicle
& Spiritiwood Herald

CONTACT US AT:
306-747-2442 or chads@sbchron.com

Inserts

PRAISE & W ORSHIP

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
(in-person only)

St. John’s - Shellbrook
Sunday School,
Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
(in-person and online
via Facebook live)
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide
PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH
Parkside
10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Lorne Valuck
306-747-3572
Shellbrook
Adult Study
9:30 a.m.

Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Rev. Jordan Clark
306-850-0429
Canwood
10 a.m. - Sunday School
11 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Lyndon Petten
587-973-2223
Leask Gospel Tabernacle
Sunday 11 a.m.
Pastor Josh
1-780-690-2100

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays

11 a.m.. - Worship
at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley
306-747-2804
ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s
Sunday Service - 9 am MP
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday Service - 11 am MP
H.C. Service Nov. 30 with
Archdeacon Brody Albers
9 a.m. in Leask,

11 a.m. in Shellbrook
Minister’s Warden:
306-922-5159
EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River
10:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes resume
in the fall
306-469-2258
Youth Nite:
Fridays at 7 p.m.
Mont Nebo
Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June - August)
306-468-2525
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship
(in-person and online
via Facebook Live)

10 a.m. - Sunday School

PRESBYTERIAN
Mistawasis
Sunday worship
11:00 a.m.

Rev. Stewart Folster
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden
Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m.
Fr. Mariusz Zajac
Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass
Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.
Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.
Fr. Mariusz Zajac
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook
Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask
Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
Mistawasis
1% & 3 Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Tuan Doan
SEVENTH DAY
ADVENTIST
407-2" Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath
School
Sat., 11:00 am -Worship
Pastor Myshan Irving
306-747-3398

PRrAISE & WORSHIP

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/
Christchurch Anglican,
137-2nd St. W.
Spiritwood

Worship 11:00 a.m.
Rev. Sarah Urano
UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services
Glaslyn
Time is on the sign
Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
CATHOLIC
SATURDAY
Medstead — 6:00 p.m.
SUNDAY
Leoville — 9:30 a.m.
Spiritwood — 11:15 a.m.
Shell Lake — 2:00 p.m.
Everyone Welcome
Fr. Phinh Do

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood
Every 1st & 3rd Wed. 7 pm
Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin
FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH
Glenbush
11:00 am Worship
BETHEL
Medstead
2nd Sunday, 10 am -
Worship
Pastor David Jensen
4th Sunday, 10 am - Worship
Pastor David Jensen
MENNONITE BRETHREN
Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School
Worship 10:50 am

Gideons International
of Canada
Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes
(306) 389-4633
PARTNERS IN WORSHIP
Shell Lake
Worship Services
Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333
LAKELAND
COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1% Ave. and
4™ St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship
Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe
306-883-2380

www.shellbrookchronicle.com

www.spiritwoodherald.com




March 19, 2026 www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald 15

classifiec

The SWNA and its Member Newspapers cooperatively deliver your message to morve than half a million readers every week.

Your West Central AGPRO - BUYING:
AGRICULTURE COMING EVENTS  EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES  i5jce. (Kindersley) is  FEED BARLEY & TRAVEL WANTED
) hiring an LJI Report- ~ HEATED CANOLA |
/‘(\5’\ g4th s gRAGGINE_; The. _Kamsack Times er for west central  For Bids, Call/Text: V‘éﬁﬁﬂgﬁg‘ Cash 4 Coin
N OAR SHOW - Aprl ishifingaLocal Jour - oqaichewan and  306-873-0481 WARMEST Collections!
I“'I'Ean“'v 3 & 4 at Prairieland nalism Initiative (LJI) east central Alberta. or visit: DESTINATION

POST STRUCTURES

Integrity Post

Frame Buildings
SINCE 2008

Built with
Concrete Posts
Barns, Shops,
Riding Arenas,
Machine Sheds
and More

sales@
integritybuilt.com

1-866-974-7678
INTEGRITYBUILT.COM

Park, Saskatoon.
Check out the “Bat-
tle of the Automotive
Technicians”!. Drag-
gins Rod & Custom
Car Club. Visit our
website;  Draggins.
com.

PROVINCE-WIDE
CLASSIFIEDS. We
have different ad-
vertising options to
fit your companies
needs! Place your ad in
44 local community
newspapers, across
Saskatchewan! Visit
www.swna.com  or
email classifieds@
swna.com for details

Reporter to produce
original civic journal-
ism for Kamsack;
Cote, Keeseekoose
and The Key First
Nations; and sur-
rounding towns. Job
is a term position
until March 31, 2027.
Apply with cover let-
ter and three writing
samples to Devan
Tasa at dtasa@tasa
media.ca.

Find QUALIFIED,
LOCAL EMPLOY-
EES, using the

strength of com-
munity newspapers!
Visit www.swna.com

FOR SALE

WALK-IN-TUBS

SASKATCHEWAN

Lifetime Warranty
ks — Act now and save up to $1000
Call today! 1-306-536-7660 4

www.walkintubssask.ca

Quality Canadian Made Walk-In
Bathtubs for Less!
Low step-up for easy access.
Stay Independent and safe, in your home.
Experienced installers & locally owned.

The job is a contract
position until March
2027 with the pos-
sibility for continu-
ing employment.
Full description at
jeffgaulin.com. Ap-
ply with resume and
writing samples to
kate@yourwestcen
tral.com

FEED AND SEED

Buying/Selling
FEED GRAINS
heated / damaged
CANOLA/FLAX
Top price paid
FOB FARM
Western
Commodities
877-695-6461
Visit our website @
www.westerncommaodities.ca

-

LOOK

FARM STRESS
LINE

IF YOoU ARE
EXPERIENCING
SYMPTOMS OF STRESS,
THE FARM STRESS
LINE IS AVAILABLE
24/7 At

1-800-667-444

“ Seskatchewar

agproseeds.com
AGPRO MARKET
REPORT:
Farmers, call to
sign up for
Free Today!

SASKATCHEWAN

& spca

EDUCATION. PREVENTION. INTERVENTION.

BARLEY

*New - AB StanDsweLL*
SMOOTH AWN, HIGH YIELDING,
GRAIN AND FORAGE
GREAT LODGING RESISTANCE
1s1 NITROGEN USE
EFFICIENT CEREAL IN CANADA

CEeRvEZA,
CDC AUSTENSON,
CDC Duranco, CDC
Maverick, Esma, SUNDRE.

WHEAT
PinTaIlL, FORAGE or GRAIN

Oats
AC Juniper, AC MoRraan,
AC Mustang, Dersy,
CDC SO1 Surer Oar.

Peas
Very EarLy YELLOW Pea
Forace PEas,

ALso AvAILABLE
PoList CanoLa &
SPRING TRITICALE

SpeciaL PRicING ON
Truck Loaps
mastinseeds.com
403-556-2609

EXTRAORDINARY
VILLA in Osoyoos, BC,
with breathtaking
lake views and just
3 minutes from
town.

EXPERIENCE THE
ULTIMATE
GETAWAY!

Or wanting warmer
weather?
Two luxurious 5-star
resort units in
Phoenix, Arizona.

Doug 306-716-2671
osoyooslakevilla.com

Advertisements and
statements con-
tained herein are the
sole responsibility of
the persons or en-
tities that post the
advertisement, and
the Saskatchewan
Weekly Newspa-
per Association and
membership do not
make any warranty
as to the accuracy,
completeness, truth-
fulness, or reliability
of such advertise-
ments. For greater
information on ad-
vertising conditions,
please visit our web-
site at www.swna.
com.

THANKS FOR
NOT READING
IN THE DARK.

Canadians rely on newspapers to be their trusted source of
accurate information. Helping us shed more light on the world.

Newspapers matter. Now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

Also BUYING Old
Jewelry, Nuggets,
Bullion, Gold, Silver,
Platinum, Sterling
Silverware, Franklin Mint
sets, Royal Canadian
Mint Coins, pre 1937
Paper Money, old coins,
numismatists, Rare
Coins, Silver Coins,
Gold coins, etc.
Covering Regina,
Saskatoon & Rural SASK.
| drive to you!
CALL ME NOW!!
TODD:
1-306-774-2420

Don’t believe
everything you see.
You can spot and
stop fake news.

HOW TO

SPOT

FAKE NEWS ONLINE

SPOTfakenews.ca

at
—
I@

iAepo] 1odedsmap jea074no (12D

a5
&)
&)
| — =
—
cD
I

NEWSPAPERS

MATTER

NOW MORE

THAN EVER

LES JOURNAUX

PLUS IMPORTANTS QUE JAMAIS
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Scam using Kevin O’Leary’s image making rounds

By FCAA
Submitted

The Financial and Con-
sumer Affairs Authority
of Saskatchewan (FCAA)
is warning Saskatche-
wan people of an imper-
sonation scam on social
media using fake videos
claiming that celebrity en-
trepreneur Kevin O’Leary
is endorsing an online in-
vestment platform called
Enterprise2u.

“Do not make invest-
ment decisions based on
a notable figure endorse-

ment,” FCAA Securities
Division Executive Direc-
tor Dean Murrison said.
“Scammers can create
fraudulent news articles
that imitate real media
sources. Before you con-
sider investing with an
entity, always check the
registration status  at
aretheyregistered.ca and
do not deal with any un-
registered entities.”
Enterprise2u  claims
to offer Saskatchewan
residents trading or in-
vestment opportunities,
including stock market

www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com

trading.

Enterprise2u is not reg-
istered with the FCAA to
trade or sell securities or
derivatives in Saskatche-
wan. The FCAA cautions
investors and consumers
not to send money to com-
panies that are not regis-
tered in Saskatchewan, as
they may not be legitimate
businesses.

If you have invested
with  Enterprise2u, or
anyone claiming to be act-
ing on their behalf, con-
tact the FCAA’s Securities
Division at 306-787-5936.

In Saskatchewan, in-
dividuals or companies
need to be registered with
the FCAA to trade or sell
securities or derivatives.
The registration provi-
sions of The Securities
Act, 1988, and accom-
panying regulations are
intended to ensure that
only honest and knowl-
edgeable people are regis-
tered to sell securities and
derivatives and that their
businesses are financially
stable.

This alert applies only to
the online entity using the

website “enterprise2u net”
(this URL has been manu-
ally altered so as not to be
interactive).

Tips to protect yourself:

+ Always verify that the
person or company is reg-
istered in Saskatchewan
to sell or advise about se-
curities or derivatives. To
check registration, visit
the Canadian Securities
Administrators’ Nation-
al Registration Search at
aretheyregistered.ca.

+ Know exactly what
you are investing in. Make
sure you understand how

March 19, 2026

the investment, product,
or service works.

+ Get a second opinion
and seek professional ad-
vice about the investment.

+ Do not allow unknown
or unverified individuals
to remotely access your
devices.

+ Never make an invest-
ment decision based on a
notable figure endorse-
ment. Scammers often
create fake social media
posts or news articles
claiming an investment
is endorsed by a notable
figure.

Sask. mtroduces new firearms rights protections

By MINISTRY OF JUSTICE
Submitted

The Government of Saskatchewan has introduced
additional amendments to The Saskatchewan Firearms
Act to help provincial firearms owners and businesses
receive fair compensation for their property that has
been targeted by federal legislation.

Once this legislation is passed, Saskatchewan fire-
arms owners and businesses can apply for a certificate
of exemption, allowing them to retain the right to con-
tinue to possess and store their lawfully-owned, but
now prohibited firearms on behalf of the province of
Saskatchewan. These certificates will remain in place
until firearms owners are fairly compensated by the
federal government.

Certificates of exemption will be issued under section
117.08 of the Criminal Code of Canada. Section 117.08
exempts individuals from facing criminal charges un-
der special circumstances “if the individual does so on
behalf of, and under the authority of, a police force or a
department of the Government of Canada or of a prov-
ince.”

All applications will be closely reviewed by the Sas-
katchewan Firearms Office (SFO) for eligibility. Cer-
tificates of exemption will only be available to individ-
uals with a valid Possession and Acquisition Licence
(PAL) or Restricted Possession and Acquisition Licence
(RPAL), who are in good standing, pursuing compen-
sation from the federal government, and following all
firearms storage laws that pertain to their reclassified
firearms. Failure to follow any of these requirements
will result in the certificates of exemption being inop-
erative.

Certificates of exemption do not exempt individuals
from facing criminal charges if they commit an offence,
use a prohibited firearm, or carelessly store prohibited

firearms, and they will only be valid within Saskatch-
ewan’s borders. These amendments will help ensure
all Saskatchewan firearms owners and businesses are
compensated for their lost property; not just those cho-
sen by the federal government.

“Lawful firearms owners in Canada are already heav-
ily vetted and regulated during the PAL and RPAL li-
censing and renewal process,” Justice Minister and At-
torney General Tim McLeod, K.C. said. “Under federal
legislation and the national buyback program, farm-
ers, hunters, and sport-shooting enthusiasts are being
forced to either accept little or no compensation, or
they must deactivate or destroy their legally-purchased
property at a loss to avoid facing criminal charges.”

In the coming weeks, the Government of Saskatch-
ewan will open an online portal to provide appraisals
for all firearms, ammunition and accessories impacted
by federal legislation. Through the portal, Saskatche-
wan firearms owners and businesses will also be able
to request certificates of exemption for their prohibited
firearms.

“You do not have to use this online portal to partic-
ipate in the federal buyback program or comply with
federal legislation,” SFO Commissioner Robert Fre-
berg said. “Firearms are federal jurisdiction but we
remain committed to protecting the property rights of
law-abiding firearms owners in Saskatchewan. Our goal
is to help ensure Saskatchewan residents are protected
and properly compensated before their property is sur-
rendered by expropriation to the federal government.”

These amendments are in addition to those an-
nounced earlier this year, proposing that anyone who
seizes a firearm under federal firearms laws must pay
the owner fair market value as determined by the Sas-
katchewan Firearms Commissioner. Firearms will be
considered “seized” in the province if they are impact-
ed by federal firearm legislation or bans and the owner

When you're looking for trusted news online

.\

TN Discover the E-Edition
| of your local newspaper

7

TO VIEW OUR
E-EDITION

In a recent study of trust in media,
printed newspapers and E-editions
were reported as the most
Istworthy sources for local news

: and information.

Trusted"News.
True Community.
In Print and Online.

does not receive fair compensation within 12 months of
the ban or legislation coming into effect.

For citizen inquiries, visit Saskatchewan.ca/fire-
arms or contact the Saskatchewan Firearms Office at
1-833-792-2706 or email sfpinfo@gov.sk.ca.

[ce conditions shifting
quickly as shelter
removal date nears

By MINISTRY OF
COMMUNITY
SAFETY
Submitted

Warming  tempera-
tures are creating unpre-
dictable and potentially
dangerous ice conditions
across  Saskatchewan.
Anglers are urged to re-
move their ice fishing
shelters before the ice
becomes unsafe to trav-
el upon. Late season ice
can weaken from below,
shift without warning,
and hide cracks under
the snow cover, making
even familiar routes po-
tentially hazardous as
the weather warms up.

Shelters must be re-
moved by March 31 in
northern Saskatchewan.

Waiting until the last
days increases the risk
of equipment breaking
through the ice or be-
coming impossible to
retrieve safely. Early re-
moval is the best way to
avoid dangerous situa-
tions as conditions dete-
riorate.

Anyone heading onto
the ice should watch for
slush, discoloured patch-
es of ice, standing water,
or pressure ridges. These
are clear signs that the
ice may no longer sup-
port your weight. Travel
should be limited, and
anglers are encouraged
to check conditions fre-
quently, as stability can

change within hours.

Failure to remove shel-
ters by the deadlines can
result in fines and the
confiscation of struc-
tures and their contents.
When dismantling shel-
ters, all materials, gar-
bage, and debris must be
taken off the ice. Items
left behind can sink or
drift once the ice melts,
creating hazards for
boaters and swimmers
and posing risks to wild-
life in the spring. Shel-
ters cannot be left on
shore, and each struc-
ture must display the
owner’s full name, ad-
dress, and phone num-
ber in letters at least 2.5
cm high.

This year’s ice fishing
season closes on March
31 in southern and cen-
tral Saskatchewan and
on April 15 in northern
Saskatchewan. For more
information, check the
Anglers Guide online at
saskatchewan.ca/fish-
ing.

If you suspect wildlife,
fisheries, forestry or en-
vironmental violations,
call Saskatchewan’s toll-
free Turn In Poachers
and Polluters (TIPP) line
at 1-800-667-7561 or re-
port online at saskatche-
wan.ca/tipp. You do not
have to give your name,
and you may be eligible
for a cash reward from
the SaskTIP Reward
Program.
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