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New Shellbrook school on the horizon

Provincial budget day brought good news for Shellbrook, with the announcement that a new K-12 school will finally move ahead.

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

More than a decade after it was 
pitched as a top capital priority for the 
Saskatchewan Rivers School Division 
(SRSD), a new school for Shellbrook 
is finally in the works for the Ministry 
of Education.

The commitment to build an amal-
gamated K-12 school came in last 
week’s provincial budget, and the an-
nouncement was well-received by the 
school division.

“As the local school trustee and 
Board Chair, as well as having two 
children who attended Shellbrook El-
ementary and W.P. Sandin, I was well 
aware of the need in the community,” 
said SRSD Board Chair Cher Bloom.

“The announcement could not have 
been more timely, as I have received 

photos this week of the roof leaks and 
buckets in hallways and classrooms 
at the high school,” she added, noting 
that Shellbrook Elementary School 
has also been over-capacity for the 
past few years.

W.P. Sandin Public High School 
was built in 1961. Since then, it has 
been renovated multiple times, with 
the last major renovations coming 41 
years ago, in 1985, followed by some 
work that was done on the roof of the 
gym in 2018. Most recently, in 2020, a 
larger roof repair project was under-
taken at a cost of nearly $300,000.

Shellbrook Elementary, meanwhile, 
was built in 1956 and last received 
major renovations in 1980, when the 
gym was added on, and in 2001, when 
it received a facelift.

At 65 and 70 years of age, respec-
tively, both the high school and the 

elementary school are considered by 
the school division to have reached 
the end of their lifespans. Despite 
this, facilities that are newer than 
both schools have already been re-
placed by the province.

“Our facilities department at Sask. 
Rivers does a wonderful job of keep-
ing our schools in great shape for their 
age,” Bloom said. “However, the old-
er construction of the roof has been 
something the Sask. Rivers Facili-
ty Department has repaired almost 
yearly to keep the school functioning, 
and this has come with a hefty price 
tag.”

When the idea for a new K-12 school 
was first pitched in 2015, the SRSD 
expected it would take three to five 
years to receive government approv-
al and capital funding, depending on 
the province’s available funds. After 

government approval was received, 
the projected timeline for construc-
tion was two to three years.

The new school for Shellbrook will 
be the first new school built in the di-
vision since the construction of Vin-
cent Massey Public School in Prince 
Albert in 2004.

“It is very positive to see rural 
schools being recognized as import-
ant capital projects from the Minis-
try,” Bloom said.

Though details are scant at this ear-
ly juncture, Bloom says the existing 
schools will remain open once work 
on the new facility gets underway. 

“Once the new school is completed, 
the older buildings are generally de-
molished,” she said. “These are items 
to be considered when looking at each 
individual project and have yet to be 
discussed by the division.”

Down on the corner...
First & Main



2   Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald                              www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com� March 26, 2026

By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Herald 

Reporter

The Doug Horn rink 
out of North Battleford 
returned to their skip’s 
hometown to battle for 
their third Spiritwood 
Open Bonspiel win over 
the weekend of March 20 
to 22, as the Spiritwood 
Curling Club hosted 16 
teams for its annual bon-
spiel, which also cele-
brates the end of curling 
season with a banquet 
and entertainment. 

By Sunday afternoon, 
the match-ups were set 
and eight teams took to 
the pebbled ice to deter-
mine the winners in each 
of four events. 

The D event was a 
contest of skips named 
Wayne, as the Wayne 
Shutra rink bested the 

Wayne Pauls rink. 
The C event saw the 

Garrett Reddekopp rink 
come out ahead of the 
Lloyd Fisher rink, while 
the B event was a sibling 
rivalry of Rory Booth 
rink (minus the ailing 
Rory Booth) versus the 
Karstin Booth rink.  
Skipped by the eldest 
of three generations of 
Shutra in the building 
and aided by the young-
est Shutra, Team Rory 
Booth outlasted big 
brother Karstin’s team 
for the B win.

In the A final, yet 
another Booth rink — 
Bohdan Booth — was up 
against the veteran team 
out of North Battle-
ford, comprised of Doug 
Horn, John Prokopchuk, 
Tim Schultz, and Doug 
Fehr. Riveting the spec-
tators with a close game, 

Team Booth tied the 
game coming home. 

In the 8th end, Team 
Booth planted a rock be-
hind a string of guards 
just before the skip 
rocks, but then advanced 
one of the opposition 
rocks in for shot and 
Horn did not need to 
throw his final rock for 
the win.

The Saturday evening 
highlight was the catered 
banquet of traditional 
ribs by Ronnie Sawatsky, 
an event that was es-
tablished several years 
ago as “Rocks, Ribs and 
Roars” and which serves 
as a fundraiser for the 
Curling Club. This year’s 
event was still being 
talked about through to 
the end of Sunday, with 
hypnotist Corrie J hav-
ing drawn unexpected 
characters out of unsus-

pecting participants. 
The Curling Club’s ef-

forts in fundraising have 
enhanced the Rec Cen-
tre meaningfully over 
the years, with lounge 
furniture and decor for 
the mezzanine viewing 
area, and bar tables with 
stools and decor for the 

curling lobby. Screens 
and overhead cameras 
allow for better viewing 
in the curling galleries 
and extra brooms and 
equipment is organized 
and stored at ice level.  

With only two events 
left for the curling sea-
son, another successful 

year was brought about 
by the efforts of the Rec 
Centre employees, the 
Curling Club, and the 
many volunteers who 
dedicated time to pro-
viding top notch ice and 
facilities for the curling 
enthusiasts of Spirit-
wood.

Spiritwood Open Bonspiel crowns repeat winner

Uncertain Sask. budget 
projects $819 million deficit

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

With U.S. tariffs and 
the ongoing conflict in 
the Middle East driving 
global economic uncer-
tainty, the Sask Party 
government tabled its 
2026-2027 budget on 
Wednesday, March 18.

Titled “Protecting Sas-
katchewan,” the Sask. 
Party government says 
the budget reflects the 
difficult decisions it was 
forced to make to hold to 
its pre-budget promise.

“Every province in 
Canada has been im-

pacted, and while Sas-
katchewan’s strong and 
diverse economy puts us 
in a better position than 
most, we are not im-
mune,” Finance Minister 
Jim Reiter said while in-
troducing the budget.

Continued on page 3

A Event Champions, from left to right: Doug Horn, John Prokopchuk, 
Tim Schultz, and Doug Fehr.

TOWN OF SHELLBROOK

NOTICE OF CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
MUNICIPAL BY-ELECTION

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations of 
candidates for the office(s) of:

Councillor: Town of Shellbrook
Number to be elected: 1

will be received by the undersigned Monday 
through Friday, 8:30am to 4:00pm from the 16th day 
of March 2026 until the 8th day of April 2026 at the 

Shellbrook Municipal Office.
Nomination forms may be obtained in the following ways:

• From our website – www.townofshellbrook.ca
• In person @ 71 Main Street

A Criminal record check must accompany all 
nomination forms dated no earlier than March 16th, 2026.

Dated this 16th day of March, 2026
Sigourney O’Halligan, Returning Officer

VILLAGE OF LEOVILLE
MAINTENANCE FOREMAN POSITION 

JOIN OUR TEAM! The Village of Leoville is accepting applications 
for the full-time position of Village Foreman. We offer competitive 
wages, and an excellent, full benefit package and contribute 9% of 
your wages towards your pension plan. We are looking for a self-
motivated person with great attitude and work ethic and are willing 
to train the right person!

Key Responsibilities, not limited to the following: 
•	 Maintain the water treatment plant and distribution system,
•	 Maintain the sewer treatment system, lift stations and lines,
•	 Maintain the road system – plough snow and grade,
•	 Maintain our buildings, green spaces, equipment and tools,
•	 Plan, direct and supervise all activities related to public works 

including work schedules, time sheets, training and holiday 
schedules. 

•	 Maintain daily, weekly and monthly records of activities for 
equipment operation, maintenance, materials, hours worked 
and operation of water treatment plant.

Qualifications:
•	 Grade 12 Diploma or equivalent
•	 Valid class 5 driver’s license
•	 Good attitude, strong leadership, communication and 

supervisory skills,
•	 Water Treatment and Distribution Level 1 and Wastewater 

Certification Level 1 is an asset ; however, we are willing to train;
•	 Ability to operate heavy equipment is an asset ie: grader, 

backhoe, etc.

Full-Time Hours Monday to Friday 8am to 4:30pm. 
Salary dependent on experience.

Please send resumes to: 
leoville@sasktel.net or fax 306-984-2337

B Event Winners 
Team Rory Booth, 
from left to right: Van 
Slater, Liam Simonar, 
Walter Shutra (filling 
in for Rory Booth), 
and Ryland Shutra.



Continued from 2
“So, as we prepared 

this budget, we had a 
choice: raise taxes, cut 
services, or protect Sas-
katchewan. We chose to 
protect Saskatchewan.”

To this end, Reiter 
says the budget con-
tains no new taxes or 
cuts to services. This, 
however, comes at the 
cost of an $819 million 
deficit, and a budget 
that isn’t projected to 
be balanced until at 
least the 2029-2030 
fiscal year.

The Sask. Party gov-
ernment’s deficit pro-
jection for 2026-2027 
is based on anticipated 
revenues of $21.4 bil-
lion, marking a $361 
million, or 1.7 per cent, 
increase from last year. 
The government says 
this is driven primar-
ily by gains in provin-
cial sales tax (PST) and 
federal transfers, re-
flecting Saskatchewan’s 
growing population 
and strong economic 
conditions.

Meanwhile, the bud-
get pegs expenses at 
$22.2 billion, up $1.2 
billion or 5.7 per cent 
from 2025-2026. This, 
the government says, 
reflects continued in-
vestment in priority 
programs and services, 
higher utilization costs 
associated with popu-
lation growth, and de-
mand driven pressures 
in key sectors.

Along with the deficit, 
the budget projects the 
province’s gross debt 
will climb to $39.9 bil-
lion, and reach $43.5 
billion by Budget 2027. 
Annual debt financing 
costs will also increase, 
reaching $1.2 billion.

“We have listened to 
Saskatchewan people, 
and the top two con-
cerns we have heard 
are affordability and 
access to healthcare. 
This budget addresses 
both,” Reiter said.

“The new provincial 
budget is protecting 
Saskatchewan. We can 
do that because Sas-
katchewan has a strong 
and growing economy.”

Affordability once 

again took top billing in 
this year’s budget, with 
the government high-
lighting the $2.5 billion 
in annual affordability 
measures it provides 
through tax credits, 
and the $200 million 
families are project-
ed to save by no longer 
paying tax on their first 
$65,000 of income.

Additionally, the per-
sonal, spousal, equiv-
alent-to-spouse, and 
child tax exemptions, 
as well as the seniors’ 
supplement, will in-
crease by $500 each 
again this year, and the 
Saskatchewan Low-in-
come Tax Credit will 
be increased by anoth-
er 5 per cent, as part of 
the second year of the 
government’s four-year 
commitment in the 
Saskatchewan Afford-
ability Act.

On healthcare, which 
is always the largest 
budget item, spending 
is projected at $8.4 bil-
lion, an increase of $416 
million, or 5.2 per cent, 
from last year. Central 
to this year’s budget is 
a $636 million invest-

ment in infrastructure 
improvements, includ-
ing $238 million for 
Prince Albert’s Victo-
ria Hospital, continued 
work on expanding the 
province’s nurse practi-
tioner ranks, and fund-
ing for 200 more addic-
tions treatment spaces.

The budget also ear-
marks: $98 million for 
hospital and acute sys-
tem capacity and EMS 
initiatives; $29 million 
for the Health Human 
Resources Action Plan; 
$12 million for prima-
ry and preventative 
care initiatives; and $9 
million for seniors and 
continuing care.

Education is the sec-
ond biggest piece of the 
budget pie. This year, 
the government is pro-
jecting $4.6 billion in 
spending, an increase 
of $221 million or 5 per 
cent over last year. Of 
this, $3.6 billion goes 
to the Kindergarten 
to Grade 12 system, li-
braries, and childcare.

On the capital side, 
the government has 
committed $124 mil-
lion to school infra-

structure. As part of 
this, after years of be-
ing at the top of the 
Saskatchewan Rivers 
School Division’s prior-
ity list, Shellbrook is on 
the list to receive a new 
school. There’s also $19 
million set aside for 
minor capital renewal 
projects to allow school 
divisions to address 
structural repairs and 
renovations.

Other education ex-
penditures include: 
an additional 50 spe-
cialized support class-
rooms across the prov-
ince again this year, 
bringing the total up to 
108; $9 million to en-
hance school food pro-
grams; $426 million 
for early learning and 
childcare; $12 million 
to support the provin-
cial library system; and 
$1 million to support 
literacy initiatives.

Elsewhere, social 
services spending is 
pegged at $1.9 billion, 
an increase of $87 mil-
lion or 4.7 per cent over 
last year.

This includes a $20 

million increase to meet 
government commit-
ments of the Provincial 
Approach to Homeless-
ness and increase the 
Saskatchewan Housing 
Benefit; $19 million for 
programming targeted 
at children and youth 
with complex needs; 
$12 million to increase 
monthly income assis-
tance benefits by two 
per cent for Saskatch-
ewan Income Support 
(SIS) and Saskatche-
wan Assured Income 
for Disability (SAID) 
starting in May 2026; 
and an $8 million in-
crease to support over 
500 more seniors who 
are already access-
ing the Personal Care 
Home Benefit.

For the province’s 
highways, this year’s 
budget commits to 
$417 million of capital 
projects, which will im-
prove more than 850 
kilometres of highways. 
This includes 260 kilo-
metres of paving, 490 
km of combined medi-
um and light pavement 
preservation, 50 kilo-

metres of Thin Mem-
brane Surface and rural 
highway upgrades, and 
20 kilometres of gravel 
rehabilitation.

Other assorted bud-
get highlights include 
the small business tax 
rate remaining at 1 per 
cent, $310 million to 
support RCMP opera-
tions and First Nations 
policing, and nearly 
$400 million being de-
livered to municipali-
ties through the Munic-
ipal Revenue Sharing 
Program.

Despite the spending 
increases across most 
portfolios, the Sask 
NDP called the budget 
a “bad news budget.” 

“Everything your 
family needs is more 
expensive and there’s 
no new cost of living re-
lief in this budget,” said 
Sask. NDP Leader Car-
la Beck in a statement. 
“There isn’t a dime of 
gas tax relief. There 
are new taxes and fees 
on hunting, fishing and 
driving — even after 
Scott Moe promised 
not to raise taxes.”

Uncertain Sask. budget projects $819 million deficit
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Holy Week
Schedule 2026

MAUNDY (HOLY) THURSDAY
Thursday, April 2nd, 2026

St. Agatha’s Roman Catholic Church, SHELLBROOK
Mass at 7:00 PM

GOOD FRIDAY
Friday, April 3rd, 2026

St. Agatha’s Roman Catholic Church, Shellbrook
Stations of the Cross at 2PM, Service at 3PM. 

Special collection for the Holy Land.

Leask Gospel Tabernacle (PAOC), Leask
Service at 11:00 AM 

Shellbrook Pentecostal Assembly (PAOC), Shellbrook
Service at 11:00 AM

Immanuel Lutheran Church (CALC), Parkside/
Parkside Pentecostal Church (PAOC), Parkside
Joint Service at Immanuel Lutheran Church 11AM

Speaker: Pastor Lorne Valuck

Zion Lutheran Church (NALC), Canwood
Service at 10:00 AM

HOLY SATURDAY/EASTER VIGIL
Saturday, April 4th, 2026

St. Agatha’s Roman Catholic Church, Shellbrook
Service at 7:00 PM

EASTER SUNDAY
Sunday, April 5th, 2026

St. Henry’s Roman Catholic Church, Leask
Mass at 9:00 AM

St. Agatha’s Roman Catholic Church, Shellbrook
Mass at 11:00 AM

Leask Gospel Tabernacle (PAOC), Leask
Pancake Breakfast 10AM, Resurrection Service 11AM

Shellbrook Pentecostal Assembly (PAOC), Shellbrook
Resurrection Sunday 10:30 AM (Water Baptism Service)

Parkside Pentecostal Church (PAOC), Parkside
Easter Service 10:30 AM

Immanuel Lutheran Church (CALC), Parkside
Easter Service 8AM, followed by Pancake Breakfast

Zion Lutheran Church (NALC), Canwood
Easter Divine Service 9AM, followed by Pancake Breakfast

St. John’s Lutheran Church (NALC), Shellbrook
Easter Breakfast 10AM, followed by 

Easter Divine Service 11AM

It’s Easy
to place a classified!

Phone
 306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email: 
chads@sbchron.com
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With another provincial 
budget season in the rear-
view mirror, we’ve effec-
tively reached the halfway 
point of the Sask. Party 
government’s current four-
year mandate.

As such, it seems only fit-
ting to reflect on the begin-
ning of the government’s 
term.

In 2024, after win-
ning the closest election 
since 2003 — when Lorne 
Calvert’s NDP beat Elwin 
Hermanson’s fledgling Sas-
katchewan Party by just two seats — 
a chastened Premier Scott Moe said 
the people of Saskatchewan had sent 
his government a clear message.

“When you look at the results to-
night, there are many people who 
voted for the Sask Party in the past 
but chose not to in this election. We 
have lost your support, whether it be 
due to our management of health-
care, or education, or the cost-of-liv-
ing pressures we’re all feeling,” he 
said on election night.

“All of us in government, and it 
starts with myself, are going to take a 
bit of time and reflect on the message 
that was sent here this evening and 
what exactly it means. And we will 
strive to win back your support.”

Reflection, accountability, change. 
These were lofty promises from a 
government. 

Governments — especially those 
with majority mandates — rare-
ly have any desire or incentive to 
change. 

It’s understandable; political par-
ties are built upon clear sets of be-
liefs, and policy is crafted based on 
those same beliefs. Asking a govern-
ment to change, then, is tantamount 
to asking it to change its core values.

To be certain, there has been some 
change from Mr. Moe himself, most 
notably in his tone when dealing with 
the federal government.

During the nine-year reign of for-
mer Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
it often felt like Mr. Moe was both 
the premier of Saskatchewan and the 
leader of Mr. Trudeau’s official oppo-

sition.
But then voters in the 

United States re-elected 
Donald Trump, who began 
threatening Canada’s econ-
omy and sovereignty, and 
Mr. Trudeau tendered his 
long overdue resignation.

At last, Mr. Moe and Ot-
tawa had a common adver-
sary to focus on. And by the 
time Mark Carney became 
Mr. Trudeau’s replacement, 
and won his first election, 
Mr. Moe had gone from 
leader of the unofficial op-

position to hopeful optimist about 
the prospects of working with the 
federal government.

Thus far, that hope has borne fruit, 
as Mr. Moe and Mr. Carney have be-
come frequent travel companions on 
global trade missions. So drastic is 
the change, in fact, that last week’s 
budget even makes note of the im-
proved relationship between Sas-
katchewan and Ottawa.

This change can only be a boon for 
both Saskatchewan and Canada (as-
suming Mr. Carney makes good on at 
least some of his ambitious long-term 
commitments).

This, however, is where the changes 
from Mr. Moe’s government seem to 
begin and end.

Last spring, the Sask Party govern-
ment continued to do pretty much 
nothing to address the concerns of 
the voters it lost because of its “man-
agement of healthcare, or education, 
or the cost-of-living pressures we’re 
all feeling,” tabling a budget with a 
bogus $12.2 million surplus that in-
cluded nothing to account for Mr. 
Trump’s tariffs.

What’s more, even as the Sask Party 
government boasted about increased 
funding for healthcare and educa-
tion, its own documents showed it 
had budgeted less than it spent in the 
prior fiscal year.

As we learned on budget day last 
week, the government’s supposed 
$12.2 million surplus is now project-
ed to be a $1.2 billion deficit by the 
end of the fiscal year (and this isn’t 
the first time in recent history that 

the government has been way off the 
mark where its finances were con-
cerned).

Keen to avoid a similar mistake to 
last year, the government didn’t try 
to pretend that the ongoing global in-
stability caused by Mr. Trump doesn’t 
exist.

Instead, it used this instability to 
cast itself rather heroically.

“Every province in Canada has been 
impacted, and while Saskatchewan’s 
strong and diverse economy puts us 
in a better position than most, we 
are not immune,” Finance Minister 
Jim Reiter said while introducing the 
budget.

“So, as we prepared this Budget, we 
had a choice: raise taxes, cut services, 
or protect Saskatchewan. We chose to 
protect Saskatchewan.”

The result of this choice is a project-
ed $819 million deficit, and a budget 
that isn’t projected to be balanced un-
til at least the 2029-2030 fiscal year.

Along with the deficit, the budget 
projects the province’s gross debt 
will climb to $39.9 billion and reach 
$43.5 billion by Budget 2027. Annu-
al debt financing costs will also in-
crease, reaching $1.2 billion.

While it’s true that this year’s bud-
get doesn’t contain any new taxes or 
service cuts (debatable, in instances 
where spending doesn’t keep pace 
with inflation), it doesn’t mean it 

does anything to make life more af-
fordable.

Prior to the budget, SaskPower and 
SGI announced rate increases (about 
8 per cent for SaskPower over the 
next year, and 7.5 per cent for SGI). 

SGI also increased deductibles for 
basic plate insurance (up to $950 
from $700) and added administra-
tive fees to new vehicle registrations 
and new or renewed driver’s licenses 
($15), vehicle registration renewals 
($5), and driver’s license payment 
transactions ($2).

Hunters and fishers will also face 
added fees this year, and so, too, will 
skilled workers who go through the 
Saskatchewan Immigrant Nominee 
Program.

Moreover, while the government 
boasts about making life more af-
fordable with tax credits and income 
tax cuts, it’s actually expecting to 
take in $217 million more in PST this 
year, and $50 million more in income 
taxes.

As far as affordability goes, this 
seems like a far cry from the change 
that voters asked for.

Indeed, even the Conserva-
tive-leaning Fraser Institute is call-
ing for change from the Sask Party 
government. More shockingly, it’s 
advising the government to follow 
the example of Roy Romanow’s NDP 
government of the early 90s.

Sask. budget barely 
moves the dial
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Doug Panter has lived in the Big 
River area his whole life, and still 
resides on the property were his 
grandfather settled in the 1930s.

Like most people who live in or 
near small communities, he learned 
early on the importance of being in-
volved in the community. So in 1985, 
when he was asked if he’d serve as a 
councillor for the Rural Municipali-
ty of Big River, he agreed to put his 
name forward.

That was 41 years ago. And though 
his role changed from councillor, 
to deputy reeve, to reeve, and then 
back to councillor, Panter continues 
to serve the R.M. of Big River as a 
source of experience and wisdom.

“We’ve had a lot of challenges. In 
the lake divisions, when I originally 
started, we had four subdivisions. 
Now, we have 24 in the municipality. 
Each one has its own challenges, and 
each one you learn from,” he said. 
“Just in support of council and ad-
ministration, I’ve stayed there to be 
the block.”

On March 10, at the Saskatchewan 
Association of Rural Municipalities 
(SARM) Convention, Saskatche-
wan’s Lieutenant Governor, Berna-
dette McIntyre, honoured Panter’s 
four decades of service by presenting 
him with the 2026 Lieutenant Gov-

ernor’s Award for Outstanding Ser-
vice to Rural Saskatchewan. 

The Lieutenant Governor’s Award 
for Outstanding Service to Rural 
Saskatchewan was established in 
1995 by the Saskatchewan Associa-
tion of Rural Municipalities (SARM).

The award honours reeves, coun-
cillors, or administrators for contri-
butions to rural Saskatchewan, and 
is presented by the Lieutenant Gov-

ernor at the annual Saskatchewan 
Association of Rural Municipalities 
Convention.

Nominations are submitted to the 
SARM office. A selection committee 
reviews the nominations to select 
one individual for his or her achieve-
ments in making rural Saskatche-
wan a better place to live.

“There are no words. I was very 
honoured and humbled to get the 

award. I’m very proud of it,” Panter 
said of the recognition.

Reflecting on his decades of ser-
vice, Panter says what sticks with 
him most is the progress that’s been 
made with Big River & District Fire 
& Rescue.

When Panter first joined council, 
the fire department didn’t have much 
and was in the midst of acquiring a 
fire truck from Saskatoon. During 
this time, Panter decided to join the 
fire committee, and has remained 
involved ever since.

Over the decades, the department 
built a new fire hall, and acquired a 
fleet of equipment, including a water 
tanker, another truck, and a side-by-
side (in 2025). Just two weeks ago, 
the department added another fire 
truck to its fleet.

“We’re very well equipped,” he 
said, noting that the key to this was 
strengthening the relationship be-
tween the R.M. of Big River and the 
Town of Big River.

“You have to be that way in the 
community. That’s what we’ve 
worked towards all the time.”

Apart from Panter’s work on the 
fire department committee, he’s 
also served in varying capacities in 
search and rescue, recreation, cul-
tural development, the water shed 
authority, health services. He is cur-
rently president of Ladder Valley 
Community Centre.

Doug Panter receives outstanding service award

Doug Panter, joined by his wife, Kathy, accepts his award from Lieu-
tenant Governor Bernadette McIntyre (left).
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

The Shellbrook Elks 
Senior Hockey Club 
hit the ice at the Rich-
ardson Pioneer Recre-
ation Centre on Friday, 
March 20, looking to 
even up their Twin Riv-
ers Hockey League fi-
nals series against the 
Rosthern Wheatkings.

With a boisterous 
hometown crowd back-
ing them, the Elks 
jumped out to the start 
they needed on an ag-
gressive forecheck that 
ended with a blast from 
the point tipped into 
the back of the Rosth-
ern net. Ashton Miller 
was credited with the 
goal, while Brendon 
Beaulac and Nathan 
Flodell earned assists 
on the play.

Despite a promising 
start, penalty troubles 
were once again a thorn 
in the Elks’ side, al-
lowing Rosthern’s Ben 
Zultok to tie the game 
at 1-1 on assists from 
Brayden Anderson and 
Marek Schneider. And 
less than a minute later, 
Rosthern surged ahead 
2-1 on a fakeout shot 
that tricked Elks goal-
ie Alex Bell. Sam Chit-
tenden scored the goal, 
with an assist from 
Brett Weiman.

After getting a mo-
mentum boost from a 
power play of their own, 
the Elks got back into 
the game on a door-
step one-timer from 
Levi Logan, assisted 
by Payton Kachur and 
Kaiden Couture. The 
Elks kept the pressure 
on after this, taking a 
3-2 lead on a late pow-

er play goal from Cole 
Duperreault, assisted 
by Jody Blais and Cole 
Tanchuk.

Though the Elks 
came out flatfooted to 
start the second period, 
and were saved at one 
point by an early whis-
tle that negated a Ros-
thern goal, they weath-
ered the storm and held 
onto their 3-2 lead. 

Keeping the Wheat-
kings off the board as 
they tallied 26 shots on 
goal, the Elks had the 
only offensive highlight 
of the period, when 
Cole Duperreault took a 
loose puck from end to 
end and blasted it to the 
back of the goal.

Taking a 4-2 lead into 
the third period, the 
Elks played a solid de-
fensive game to keep 
the Wheatkings from 
narrowing the gap. And 
with a late power play, 
they pounded the nail 
in the Wheatkings’ cof-
fin thanks to a hat trick 
goal from Cole Duper-
reault, assisted by Jody 
Blais and Cole Tanchuk.

Elks (4) vs 
Kings (3) OT

Heading to Rosthern 
the following night, 
the Elks stumbled out 
of the opening faceoff 
and found themselves 
down 1-0 on an early 
goal from Rosthern’s 
Brayden Anderson, as-
sisted by Aaron Camp-
bell and Ryan Rede-
kopp.

A penalty just after 
the midway point of 

the period didn’t do 
the Elks any favours, 
allowing the Wheat-
kings to go up 2-0 on a 
goal from Ben Zultok, 
assisted by Redekopp. 
However, the Elks ral-
lied with an unassisted 
goal from Cole Dup-
erreault to go into the 
second period down by 
a score of 2-1.

In a slow-going sec-
ond period, the Wheat-
kings extended their 
lead to 3-1 on Brayden 
Anderson’s second goal 
of the game, assisted by 
Aaron Campbell. But, 
with the help of a late 
power play and anoth-
er goal from Cole Dup-
erreault, the Elks once 
again pulled within one 
goal. Jody Blais and 
Kaiden Couture assist-
ed on the play.

In a third period 
that saw the Elks and 
Wheatkings combine 
for just 14 shots on net, 
it was the Elks who 
made theirs matter by 
tying the game at 3-3 
on a goal from Kamden 
Logan, assisted by Sam 
Miller and Cole Tan-
chuk. The Elks held on 
after this, forcing the 
game into overtime.

The Elks outlasted 
the Wheatkings in the 
extra period, claim-
ing a 4-3 win on a goal 
from Cole Tanchuk, 
and taking a 2-1 lead in 
the best-of-five finals 
series.

The action returns 
to Shellbrook on Fri-
day, March 27, where 

the Elks have a chance 
to win their first Twin 
Rivers Hockey League 
championship in front 
of their home crowd. 
Puck drop is set for 8 

p.m.
Should they lose, 

the series will return 
to Rosthern for the fi-
nal game on Saturday, 
March 28.

Senior Elks surge ahead in league final

Spiritwood Library 
activity highlights

TOWN OF SHELLBROOK
www.townofshellbrook.ca

The Town of Shellbrook currently has an opportunity for a

Deputy Chief Administrative Officer
If you are enthusiastic, enjoy a challenge and love working with 
the public in a fast-paced office environment; then we want you 
on our team! 

In this full-time permanent position, you will need the 
ability to multi-task & pay close attention to detail. Excellent 
communication and problem-solving skills will be required. The 
applicant must possess a minimum Grade 12/GED, is bondable, 
hold a standard certificate in Local Government Administration 
or a minimum 5 years related Municipal accounting experience 
and willing to work towards a certificate in Local Government 
Administration. This role requires strong communication, and 
problem-solving skills to support the administration of Town 
policies and programs effectively.

How to Apply:
Interested applicants are invited to submit their resume and 
cover letter outlining their qualifications and experience to the 
Town of Shellbrook no later than

April 2nd, 2026 at 4:00pm.

Please send applications to:
Town of Shellbrook
71 Main Street, or by

mail: Box 40, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
email: cao@townofshellbrook.ca

We are committed to workplace diversity. We thank all 
applicants for their interest; however, only those selected for an 
interview will be contacted.

NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
OF ASSESSMENT ROLL

Pursuant to subsection 214 of The Municipalities Act, 
Notice is hereby given that the Assessment Roll for the 
Resort Village of Pebble Baye for the year 2026 has been 
prepared and is open to inspection by calling (306)468-
3104 or emailing resortpebblebaye@gmail.com for an 
appointment between March 27th and April 28th, 2026. 
Any person who wishes to appeal against his or her 
assessment is required to file his or her notice of appeal 
along with a fee of $200.00, refundable upon a successful 
appeal, with: The Secretary for the Board of Revision of 
Nor Sask. Board Services, Box 459, Aberdeen, Sask. S0K 
0A0 or phone 1-306-314-5418.
Appeals to be submitted by the 28th day of April, 2026.
Dated at Canwood, Saskatchewan, this 27th day of March, 
2026.
Terry Lofstrom, Assessor
Resort Village of Pebble Baye

TOWN OF BLAINE LAKE 2026
Notice of Preparation 

of Assessment Roll
Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll for the Town 
of Blaine Lake for the year 2026 has been prepared and is 
open to inspection in the office of the assessor from 8:30 
am to 4:30 pm Monday to Friday from March 24, 2026 to 
April 24, 2026.
A bylaw pursuant to section 214 of The Municipalities Act 
has been passed and the assessment notices have been 
sent as required.
Any person who wishes to discuss the notice of assessment 
or potential appeal, may contact the assessor at the Town of 
Blaine Lake, Box 10, Blaine Lake, Sask. S0J 0J0. 
Appeals are to be mailed with the required fees to the 
Secretary of the Board of Revision, Western Municipal 
Consulting, PO Box 149, Meota, Sask. S0M 1X0. You have 
30 days from this date of notice to appeal the assessment. 
Assessment Appeal fees are $250.00.
If you have any questions regarding your assessment notice 
changes, please call SAMA at 1-800-667-7262.
Jim Puffalt, Assessor

VILLAGE OF SHELL LAKE
NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF

ASSESSMENT ROLL
Notice is hereby given that the Assessment Roll for the 
Village of Shell Lake for the year 2026 has been prepared 
and is open for inspection at the Office of the Administrator 
from 9:00 a.m. to noon and 12:30 to 4:00 p.m. on the 
following days: Wednesday to Friday from March 30, 2026, 
until April 30, 2026.

A bylaw pursuant to section 214 of The Municipalities Act has 
been passed and the assessment notices have been sent as 
required. All fees must be submitted to the local assessor at 
the Village of Shell Lake. All appeals must be filed with the 
Secretary of the Board of Revision, Nicolle Hoskins, which 
can be sent electronically to: secretary@westernmunicipal.ca, 
or via post/mail to VILLAGE OF SHELL LAKE, Box 280, Shell 
Lake, SK S0J 2G0, and forwarded to the Secretary of the 
Board of Revision.

Any person wishing to discuss the notice of assessment or 
potential appeal may contact the assessor at the VILLAGE 
OF SHELL LAKE, Box 280, Shell Lake, SK S0J 2G0. A notice 
of appeal, accompanied by a $200.00 appeal fee, which will 
be returned if the appeal is successful, must be submitted by 
April 30, 2026.

Dated at Shell Lake, Saskatchewan, this 30th day of March, 2026
Tammy MacSymetz, Assessor

The lucky winner of the Spiritwood Public Li-
brary’s Dessert of the Month for March was 
Shirley Kajner. Her spice chiffon cake was 
made by board member Ruth French. 
� By HEATHER GATZKE, Branch Librarian

The library’s March Early Dismissal Program 
was Perler Beads. The kit was borrowed from 
the Wapiti Head Office. Each child made a cre-
ation using templates from the kit, including 
a snake, a bulldog wearing eyeglasses, and a 
stand up Santa.

Elks forward Levi Logan tries to corral a loose 
puck in front of a wide-open Wheatkings goal.



The agriculture sec-
tor generally likes to 
suggest it is pro wildlife 
conservation, but that 
support really seems 
restricted to wildlife 
relegated to locales as 
far away from farm and 
ranch land as possible.

A moose, or elk 
roaming among the 
tamarack and muskeg 
of the province’s north 
is great.

And, a few critters 
on fringe farmland are 
tolerated — at least to 
some degree.

But if wild popula-
tions show the adapt-
ability to successfully 
grow numbers to sud-
denly impeach upon 
general farm opera-
tions in a negative way, 
agriculture is ready 

to draw the line in the 
sand and bring out the 
traps, rifles, and poi-
sons.

We see gophers spot-
ting a pasture and wor-
ry about injuries to 
livestock stepping in 
the holes, or damage 
to equipment — the go-
pher homes being like 
street potholes to nav-
igate.

It is why many pro-
ducers were less than 
pleased when Health 
Canada denied the 
2026 request from Sas-
katchewan and Alber-
ta to use two per cent 
liquid strychnine for 
Richardson’s ground 
squirrel control. The 
federal ban, imple-
mented in 2024 follow-
ing a 2023 provincial 

phase-out, prohibits 
the toxin due to risks to 
non-target species. 

The sound of geese 
flying south can be en-
joyed, but farmers hope 
scare cannons will 
keep them away from 
dining on the crops. If 
not, maybe more hunt-
ing is needed.

Antelope are nearly 
a poster critter for the 
Prairies, but no one 

wants them climbing 
on stacks of feed bales.

Seeing elk and moose 
in non-traditional ar-
eas as they realize 
crops make good feed 
might have been a cool 
thing at one point, but 
as numbers grow they 
are not as appreciated 
today.

That is particularly 
the case currently with 
elk, which are finding 
life in a number of farm 
areas to their liking.

In response to pro-
ducer concerns the 
Ministry of Environ-
ment and Saskatche-
wan Crop Insurance 
Corporation (SCIC) are 
partnering to help pro-
ducers address ongoing 
issues with gathering 
herds of elk where pre-

vention methods have 
not been successful. 
For 2027, the Ministry 
of Environment will 
be offering eight dep-
redation permits to 
producers who have a 
demonstrated history 
of significant damage 
from congregating elk.

“As a government, 
we are working to find 
the right balance for 
the people of our prov-
ince,” Environment 
Minister Darlene Row-
den said in a release. 
“We are continuing 
to explore a variety of 
options to help reduce 
damage and the impact 
on producers’ liveli-
hoods, while ensuring 
elk populations remain 
healthy.”

In a case like this, 

we want to blame the 
elk for encroaching 
into the realm of farm-
ers, but of course it is 
farmers who have tak-
en over wildlife habi-
tat and in some cases 
pushed wildlife out 
(or, with hay land and 
crops, invited them in 
with a veritable smor-
gasbord).

The thought of up to 
eight head from a wild 
herd of elk being killed 
because they are doing 
what they need to sur-
vive is frankly off-put-
ting, even if the ratio-
nale is understood.

It is an unfortunate 
truth that farming and 
wildlife only co-exist if 
the wildlife stay where 
producers can tolerate 
them.

Farmers, wildlife struggle to find balance

Sask. unveils AgriStability changes
By MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

Submitted

Saskatchewan Agriculture Minister David Marit 
has announced changes to the 2026 AgriStabili-
ty Program, administered by the Saskatchewan 
Crop Insurance Corporation (SCIC). This follows 
through on the province’s ongoing commitment 
to ensure its business risk management programs 
remain relevant and further support Saskatche-
wan livestock producers. 

“These AgriStability Program enhancements 
better recognize feed costs and pasture use, pro-
viding more meaningful and responsive support 
for our livestock producers,” Marit said. “Our gov-
ernment has been responsive to the sector’s re-
quests, ensuring producers have access to relevant 
programs they need to manage risk and remain 
resilient.” 

Starting in the 2026 Program Year, for opera-
tions that rent pastureland for grazing, the costs 
associated with the rent or lease will be consid-
ered as allowable expenses for AgriStability. The 
expense must be reflective of a reasonable feed 
volume for the animals grazed. The producer 
needs to demonstrate that the transaction is for 
access to livestock feed, not for crop or forage pro-
duction. 

As previously announced, also starting in the 
2026 Program Year, AgriStability is adjusting the 
feed inventory pricing for livestock producers. 
This accounts for feed destined to be used on the 
farm and not sold. When feed prices rise, the val-
ue of ending inventories can increase, potentially 
offsetting losses of actual feed production. This 
modified calculation will use the end of year price 
along with opening and ending feed quantities to 
calculate the value of the inventory change.

“The Saskatchewan Association of Rural Mu-
nicipalities (SARM) appreciates the province’s 
continued commitment to strengthening AgriSta-
bility and ensuring business risk management 

programs meet the practical needs of Saskatche-
wan producers,” said Bill Huber, SARM President. 
“The inclusion of pasture rental costs and the feed 
inventory adjustment are meaningful first steps 
that better reflect the realities faced by our live-
stock producers, particularly during dry years.”

“The Saskatchewan Stock Growers Association 
(SSGA) welcomes the 2026 AgriStability program 
changes that better reflect how livestock produc-
ers manage their operations,” SSGA President Jeff 
Yorga said. “Starting to capture on-farm feed in-
ventories and rented pasture expenses is a great 
first step toward strengthening the program’s abil-
ity to support producers through dry years, rising 
costs and market uncertainty.”

“Strong risk management programs are essen-
tial for Saskatchewan cattle producers to remain 
competitive and resilient,” Saskatchewan Cattle 
Association (SCA) Chair Chad Ross said. “SCA has 
worked hard to ensure producers have responsive 
and practical programs available to them. We ap-
preciate the announced enhancements to the 2026 

AgriStability Program. These improvements will 
help Saskatchewan producers more effectively 
manage their risks.”

Enrolling in AgriStability is simple. To request a 
new participant package, call the SCIC AgriStabili-
ty Call Centre at 1-866-270-8450 or email agrista-
bility@scic.ca. The deadline to enroll in the 2026 
AgriStability Program Year is April 30, 2026.

AgriStability protects Canadian producers 
against large declines in farming income for rea-
sons such as production loss, increased costs and 
market conditions. It is one of the Business Risk 
Management programs under the Sustainable Ca-
nadian Agricultural Partnership.
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TOWN OF SHELLBROOK
www.townofshellbrook.ca

Request for Tender
Sports Coordinator (Contracted Service)

The Town of Shellbrook is seeking proposals from qualified 
individuals or firms for a one-year contracted Sports Coordinator 
position, with potential for renewal. The Coordinator will act as a 
liaison between the Town and local sporting groups, supporting 
communication, scheduling, community engagement, and 
recreation program coordination for the Pool, Rink, and 
Sportsgrounds.

Key Responsibilities:
•	 Engage with user groups and assess community needs
•	 Coordinate facility and field scheduling by working with 

community schedulers
•	 Support community sporting and recreational events
•	 Foster positive relationships with volunteers and 

organizations
•	 Attend meetings and provide monthly reports to Council
•	 Provide on-call evening and weekend availability

Applicant Requirements:
Experience in recreation or sports administration, strong 
communication and organizational skills, and the ability to work 
independently.

Proposal Must Include:
Cover letter, resume or profile, fee structure, two references, 
and any supporting information.

Submission Deadline: April 17th, 2026

Submit to:
Town of Shellbrook – Chief Administrative Officer
PO Box 40, 71 Main St., Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Email: cao@townofshellbrook.ca

TOWN OF SHELLBROOK
NOTICE

ASSESSMENT ROLL
Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll for 
the Town of Shellbrook for the year of 2026 has 
been prepared and is open to inspection in the 
office of the Assessor from 8:30am to 4pm, Monday 
to Friday from March 23rd, 2026 to April 23rd, 2026.

A bylaw pursuant to section 214 of the Municipalities 
Act has been passed and the assessment notices 
have been sent as required.

Any person who wishes to appeal against his or her 
assessment is required to file his or her notice of 
appeal with: The Assessor, Town of Shellbrook, Box 
40, Shellbrook, SK., S0J 2E0 by 4pm on April 23rd, 
2026.

Dated this 23rd day of March, 2026.

Sigourney O’Halligan, Assessor

Advertising Deadline is

Friday 4 pm



8   Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald                              www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com� March 26, 2026

By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Herald 

Reporter
 
Wicked Wolves. 

Groovy Gnomes. Noble 
Knights. The Enchanted 
Forest had them all and 
then some!  Perform-
ing to a packed arena, 
the skating students 
of Spiritwood Skating 
Club celebrated their 
season of skating with 
an astounding show of 
colour and magic on 
Sunday, March 22.  

From large group 
numbers of first-year 
skaters to solos by 
graduating skaters, the 
Enchanted Forest pre-
sentation truly did en-
chant with delightful 
costumes and intricate 
skating combined.

Admission to the 
show was by donation, 
but the widely publi-
cized event drew a large 

audience with its offer-
ing of prize draws, an 
enhanced kitchen menu 
of pulled pork and other 
delicacies not ordinari-
ly found in the rink, as 
well as the large mem-
bership of skaters that 
comprise the Spirit-
wood Skating Club.  

Led by NCCP-trained 
Coach Sherryl Brit-
ton, the Club boasts 61 
members, with 17 pro-
gram assistants (also 
members). Programs 
offered are CanSkate 
to StarSkate, with all 
levels from pre to ad-
vanced.

With 18 numbers 
showcasing the skating 
club’s hard work, the 
full afternoon was a 
beautiful spectacle that 
was appreciated by the 
supportive audience. 

“It takes a lot of plan-
ning to execute what has 
now become one of the 

biggest events of the rink 
season in Spiritwood,” 
noted Spiritwood Skat-
ing Club board member 
Heather Sarrazin. “The 
SSC Board of Directors 
is a small group with 
big ideas, and we all 
pour a lot of ourselves 
into the club — not only 
throughout the year but 
especially at Carnival 
time.”

Of the many beautiful 
performances, the most 
dynamic was the final 
performance of “Fire-
flies & Dragons,” a dark 
number lit up by yel-
low sparklers (fireflies) 
and flashlights (dragon 
tamers). The number 
included a mix of age 
groups in the story of 
catching and taming 
dragons.  

While the show 
brought amusement at 
the beginner skaters and 

delight at the beauty of 
the costumes, the skill 
and grace that are the 
ultimate goal of figure 
skating were demon-
strated by graduating 
skater Emeri Simonar. 
Her final skate was one 
of grace and emotion, as 
she demonstrated what 
all young skaters aspire 
to be.  

Simonar, along with 
fellow graduating skat-
er, Brock Fry, gave ev-
idence of their dedica-
tion and growth over 
their years in Spirit-
wood Skating Club.

“The SSC Carnival 
brings a lot of joy to our 
community,” Sarrazin 
said. “The packed arena 
yesterday just goes to 
show how significant it 
is to have such an active 
skating club for all these 
children in our commu-
nity.”

Spiritwood Skate Show a fairytale performance

The Fireflies and Dragons routine lit up the rink.

The Spiritwood Skating Club put on an enchanting performance during its year-end ice show. Whimsical witches cast a spell on the audience.

Kylie Sarrazin and Hallie Pomedli perform a 
pairs routine.

An enchanted tea party was a delight for all. Noble Knights skate to the rescue.

Brock Fry and Emeri Simonar are this year’s 
graduating skaters.



By CHAD DUNN
Big River Fire Chief

The Town of Big River 
and the R.M. of Big Riv-
er No. 555 have made 
a major investment in 
public safety with the 
arrival of a new fire 
pumper truck for the Big 
River and District Fire 
Department.

A 2024 Acres Pres-
tige Series top-mount 
enclosed pumper fire 
apparatus, built on a 
Freightliner M2-106 
chassis, was official-
ly delivered on Friday, 
March 13. The purchase 
was jointly approved by 

both councils following 
a recommendation from 
the Big River and Dis-
trict Fire Committee, 
representing more than 

three years of planning 
and cooperation. The 
truck was manufactured 
by Acres Industries Inc. 
of Wawanesa, Manito-

ba, with coordination 
through Seahawk Fire.

Members of council 
and volunteer firefight-
ers were on hand to re-

Big River welcomes new fire truck

Shellbrook Grade 5s showcase science smarts
By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

From lemon and potato 
batteries to popping bal-
loons with orange peels to 
classics like erupting vol-
canoes, some of science’s 

most interesting concepts 
were on display at Shell-
brook Elementary School 
on Thursday, March 12, as 
Grade 5 students took part 
in a science fair.

Students, teachers, and 
parents were all invit-
ed to attend and take in 

the many displays, learn 
about science, and ask 
questions of the present-
ers. Meanwhile, volunteers 
Cher Bloom (Sask. Riv-
ers School Board Chair), 
Garette Tebay (Sask. Riv-
ers Superintendent of 
Schools), and Jordyn Pil-
lar (Biology 30 Teacher at 
W.P. Sandin High School) 
served as judges, helping 
decide which three proj-
ects will advance to a larg-
er Regional Science Fair, 
which takes place Tuesday, 
March 31, at the Science 
Centre at Prince Albert’s 
Northgate Mall.

The science fair was put 
together by Grade 5 teach-
er Kalli Pederson, with 
help from Mrs. Winsor and 
Mrs. Moore. Pederson says 
she got the idea to organize 
it because she has fond 
memories of participating 
in science fairs when she 
was in elementary school 
and wanted her students 
to make similar memories 
of their own.

“The science fair is such 
a valuable experience be-
cause it gives students a 
chance to be curious, cre-
ative, and proud of their 
learning,” Pederson said. 
“Watching them work so 
hard, solve problems, and 
then confidently share 
their projects with others 
is incredibly special. It 
helps them see that their 
ideas matter and that they 
are capable of amazing 
things.”

Forty-three students 
participated in this year’s 
science fair, putting to-
gether 22 projects of their 
choosing.

Following a day filled 
with science, Zayden Par-
sons was crowned the sci-
ence fair winner for his hy-
draulic claw. Zayden built 
the claw out of cardboard 
and used water, tubing, 

and syringes to make it 
move.

Meanwhile, Hudson 
Johnson and Jaxson Stene 
with The Five Second 
Rule, where they answered 
the age-old question by 
showing that, yes, germs 
do grow in those five sec-
onds after food is dropped.

And in third place were 
Aubryn Olson and Shaelyn 
McAleese, who explored 
wind power by building 
wind turbines to power an 
entire cardboard box vil-
lage.

“More than anything, 
I hope students walked 
away feeling proud of 
themselves,” Pederson 
said. “I hope they learned 
that asking questions, 
making mistakes, trying 
again, and sticking with 
something can lead to 
wonderful results. I also 
hope they discovered that 
learning can be exciting, 
meaningful, and some-
thing they can truly enjoy.”

Members of the Big River and District Fire Department welcome the de-
partment’s new fire truck.
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WE ARE HIRING!
Who are the Commissionaires?
We are the only not-for-profit security company 
in Canada. We have the social mandate of the 
re-employment of Veterans (whether they 
are Military or RCMP), as well as anyone else 
interested in serving their community.

RCMP Guard responsibilities are:
Monitor all prisoners to ensure their security 
and well being. Observe and check prisoners 
frequently and irregularly. Assist RCMP member, 
when required, to search prisoners. Organize 
meals, record prisoner activity and maintain a 
prisoner activity logbook. Maintain cleanliness 
and tidiness of cells when vacated or arrange 
janitorial assistance. Ensure all personal effects 
removed from prisoners are properly secured. 
Monitor fire safety and be fully conversant with 
fire orders. Handle and dispense laundry items. 
Other duties as assigned by the detachment 
Officers. This is an on-call position with no set 
days or hours.

Payrate: $20.68 per hour

To apply, please go to the Shellbrook or 
Ahtahkakoop RCMP detachment for further 

instruction and information. Only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted.

We are an equal opportunity employer.

PUBLIC NOTICE – Village of Canwood
Public notice is hereby given that the Village of Canwood intends to adopt a bylaw under The 
Planning and Development Act, 2007, to amend Bylaw No. 2023/02, known as the Zoning Bylaw.

INTENT:  The proposed zoning bylaw amendment is to amend the Zoning District Map referred to 
in Section 6.2 of Bylaw 2023/02 to rezone from R – Residential District to CS – Community Services 
District that a portion of R on the PT N 68PA05443 as shown within the bold blue line on the map 
which appears as part of this notice. 

AFFECTED LAND:  The affected lands 
are those zoned in the Residential District.

REASON:  The reason for the amendment 
is to provide community service 
development in an area currently zoned as 
residential. 

PUBLIC INSPECTION:  Any person may 
inspect the bylaw by contacting the Village 
of Canwood office during regular office 
hours.  Copies of the bylaw will be made 
available by regular mail or electronically.

PUBLIC HEARING:  Council will hold 
a public hearing on April 21, 2026, at 6:30 
p.m. at the Village of Canwood Office 
in Canwood. Alternatively, any person 
or group that wants to comment on the 
proposed bylaw is encouraged to submit written comments prior to the meeting.  Written submissions 
may be sent by email to canwood.town@sasktel.net, by Canada Post a minimum of 4 business days 
in advance of the hearing, or dropped off at the Village office during regular office hours.  

Issued at the Village of Canwood on March 26, 2026.

Heather Sten
Administrator

ceive the new apparatus. 
Representatives from 
Seahawk Fire also pro-
vided hands-on train-
ing to ensure firefight-
ers are fully prepared to 
operate the equipment 
safely and effectively.

With the arrival of 
the new pumper, the 
department’s 1978 In-
ternational fire truck 
has been officially re-
tired from service after 
decades of use. The de-
partment will contin-
ue to operate its 1998 
American LaFrance 
truck, which was pur-
chased in 2018.

The Big River and 
District Fire Depart-
ment is a volunteer 
service made up of 21 
firefighters. While three 

members reside within 
the Town of Big River, 
the majority live in the 
surrounding rural mu-
nicipality and nearby 
areas. With 39 years of 
service, I am proud to 
serve alongside a ded-
icated team whose ex-
perience and leadership 
continue to strengthen 
our department.

The Town and R.M. 
of Big River continue to 
work together to fund 
and support essential 
services, demonstrat-
ing a strong local part-
nership. This shared 
investment is expected 
to improve emergency 
response capabilities 
and enhance safety for 
residents throughout 
the area.

Zayden Parsons claimed first place with his hy-
draulic claw.

Hudson Johnson and Jaxson Stene placed sec-
ond with their project about the Five Second 
Rule.

Aubryn Olson and Shaelyn McAleese placed 
third with their wind turbine project.
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By SYLVIA JENSEN
Shell Lake Fire Funders

The Shell Lake Fire Funders held 
their annual Fish Derby on March 7. 
It was great to see all the people out 
there fishing and enjoying the great 
weather.

They started out with a pancake 
& sausage breakfast. Fishing took 
place from noon to 3 p.m. After fish-
ing, everyone gathered at the Lion’s 
Hall for pork on a bun with all the 
fixings, and the cash and merchan-
dise prizes were handed out.

There were 22 fish caught through-

out the day, and the winners were as 
follows:  

First fish caught ($100): Mike 
Wald, Saskatoon;

Largest fish caught ($5,000): Don-
ald Doell, Warman;

2nd largest ($2,000): John Martin, 
Saskatoon;

3rd largest fish ($1,000): Ken 
Schaan, Saskatoon; and

First fish caught by a junior fish-
erperson ($50): no fish caught by a 
junior; name picked out of the draw 
drum was Corbin Patrick, Debden.  

Congratulations to all of the win-
ners!

Fishing derby catches funds for fire department

APAS welcomes 
provincial budget

By APAS
Submitted

The Agricultural Pro-
ducers Association of 
Saskatchewan (APAS) 
welcomes the 2026-27 
Saskatchewan Provin-
cial Budget, recogniz-
ing the government’s 
significant investment 
in farm income stabili-
zation while expressing 
concerns about funding 
reductions for agricul-
ture infrastructure.

The Ministry of Ag-
riculture’s budget for 
2026-27 has been set at 
$660.8 million, mark-
ing an increase from the 
previous year’s $623.1 
million. APAS recog-
nizes the province’s ef-
forts to enhance Busi-
ness Risk Management 
(BRM) programming 
with a budget of $524.3 
million, reflecting a 
$40.5 million increase.

Notably, the AgriSta-
bility program funding 
has doubled to $116.3 
million, with AgriInvest 

seeing a rise to $46.9 
million, providing cru-
cial financial support to 
producers during chal-
lenging times.

“The agriculture bud-
get notably focuses on 
reinforcing our safety 
nets in times of uncer-
tainty,” said Bill Pry-
bylski, APAS President. 
“These investments are 
vital to support farm 
and ranch families who 
are contending with 
narrow margins and 
market volatility.”

In addition to agricul-
ture-specific support, 
APAS notes important 
commitments to agri-
cultural infrastructure 
and innovation:

• Rural Integrated 
Roads for Growth pro-
gram funding increased 
to $20.35 million to 
maintain vital trans-
portation corridors.

• Saskatchewan 
Chemical Fertilizer 
Incentive program ex-
tended to 2031 to en-
courage regional fertil-

izer production.
• R&D tax credit dou-

bled to $2 million, en-
abling more investment 
in agricultural innova-
tion that strengthens 
Saskatchewan’s global 
competitiveness.

However, APAS is 
concerned about reduc-
tions to the Water Secu-
rity Agency’s funding, 
including a $12 million 
cut to dam and water 
infrastructure rehabili-
tation.

“Safe, reliable wa-
ter infrastructure is 
the backbone of rural 
communities and agri-
culture,” added Prybyl-
ski. “Deferring mainte-
nance creates long-term 
risks for producers who 
rely on these systems. 
APAS remains commit-
ted to working with the 
government to priori-
tize investments in risk 
management and criti-
cal rural infrastructure 
that safeguards the fu-
ture of Saskatchewan 
agriculture.

Donald Doell (left) accepts the $5,000 prize for catching the largest fish 
of the day from Greg Ardagh.

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 10am - 5pm; Wednesday 
10am - 5pm; Thursday  1pm to 5pm; Friday 10am - 5pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10am - 4pm; Thursday 
10am - 4pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 11am - 4pm; Wednesday 
12 pm -5 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 1pm - 6pm; Thursday 1pm - 
6pm; Friday 1pm - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm. Contact us for more info 306-
497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 11:30am - 4:30pm; Wednesday 
11:30am - 4:30pm; Thursday 11:30am - 4:30pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library Hours: Tuesday 
9:30am - 4pm; Wednesday 10:30am - 5pm; Phone: 306-468-2501
Debden: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10am - 4pm; Wednesday 12pm - 
6pm.  Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 9am - 2pm; 
Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Friday 9am - 12pm
Marcelin: Wapiti Library - Saturday 10am - 2pm; Thursday 2pm - 8pm. 
For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
Shellbrook: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 
Railway Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2pm - 6pm; 
Tuesday 2pm - 8pm; Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Thursday 12pm - 6pm; Friday 10 
am - 5pm (Story Time 10:30am - 11:30am); Saturday 10am - 4pm. 

~
BIG RIVER: Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting – Every Wednesday, 7:30 pm @ 
Train Station in Big River (Railway Avenue)

Triple your advertising
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

John Martin (left) won $2,000 for 
catching the second largest fish.

Ken Schaan (middle) won $1,000 
for catching the third largest fish.

Mike Wald (left) won $100 for 
catching the first fish of the day.

Junior fisherperson Corbin Pat-
rick (left) has his name drawn for 
a $50 prize.



Sports fans may con-
sider team mascots to 
be: a) entertaining; b) 
annoying; c) hilarious; 
d) adding to the game 
experience. Whatever 
your view, their exis-
tence in sports today 
is no laughing matter. 
Mascots are big busi-
ness.

It’s almost mandated 
that every professional 
sports team must have 
a mascot to fire up the 
fans. Their efforts help 
to get the “Go Team Go” 
chants going, to help 
start the wave around 
the seating area, to tus-
sle some youngster’s 
hair so Mom and Dad 
can get a picture, and 
in some cases, bang 
a drum so loudly that 
some fans go home with 
a headache.

There are endless 
mascot stories, but my 
favourite is when Har-
vey the Hound, the Cal-
gary Flames’ mascot, 
got too close to the Ed-
monton Oilers bench in 
a 2003 game at the Sad-
dledome and had his 
tongue ripped out by 
Oilers’ assistant coach 
Craig MacTavish, who 
then waved the piece of 
red felt in the air before 
tossing it into the crowd 

behind him. No penalty 
was called by the offi-
cials, who didn’t even 
give him a tongue-lash-
ing.

As mentioned earlier, 
sports mascots are big 
business. The person 
who answers to Grit-
ty, the smiling, scary, 
big-eyed, orange Phil-
adelphia Flyers mon-
ster, recently signed a 
contract that pays him/
her an annual stipend 
of $250,000 U.S. Pret-
ty good dough, but not 
sure how the job de-
scription would look on 
a resumé.

Grey Cup cham-
pion Saskatchewan 
Roughriders recently 
announced they are on 
the lookout for a new 
Gainer the Gopher. 
While most gophers 
in Saskatchewan meet 
their maker from a 
shotgun blast from an 
angry farmer, Gainer is 
the most beloved critter 
in the Wheat Province. 
“A Rider Fan’s Dream 
Job,” said radio station 
CKRM on its website. 
“Think you can gopher 
it?” headlined CKOM 
Radio. Job require-
ments state that the 
winning Gainer must 
be “young, energetic 

and willing to dress like 
a football-obsessed ro-
dent.” The team’s online 
job posting, according 
to a Canadian Press sto-
ry, says the Riders are 
“looking for someone 
who can dance, hug, 
give high fives, and also 
improvise — all while 
staying in character.”

Canada’s best base-
ball mascot was Youppi 
from the Montreal Ex-
pos. He was thought to 
be out of work when the 
Expos moved to Wash-
ington in 2005, but the 
Canadiens decided to 
hire Youppi as the NHL 
team’s first mascot. He 
remains on the job at 
the Bell Centre today. 
Youppi is one of only 
three mascots with 
glass-encased displays 
at the Baseball Hall of 

Fame in Cooperstown. 
The San Diego Chicken 
and the Phillie Phanatic 
are the others. Youppi 
remains the only Cana-
dian entry in the Mas-
cot Hall of Fame.

Former Dodgers’ 
manager Tommy Laso-
rda had his issues with 
mascots. He once got 
into an on-field fight 
with the Phillie Phan-
atic, and had Youppi 
ejected from a game 
in Montreal after the 
mascot continuously 
jumped on the roof of 
the Dodger dugout.

Meanwhile, you can 
go online to apply to be 
the new Gainer. It’s only 
part-time, but it beats 
living in a hole in the 
ground.

• Author Paul My-
ers, whose book on 
John Candy devotes 
a full chapter to Can-
dy’s Canadian Football 
League excursion, in 
which he, Wayne Gretz-
ky and Bruce McNall 
bought the Toronto 
Argonauts:“One won-
ders how well that part 
of the comedian’s life 
translates to American 
readers who wouldn’t 
know a Rough Rider 
from a Roughrider.”

• Cathal Kelly of the 

Globe and Mail, on the 
popularity of football at 
the U of Alabama with 
17-year-olds across 
America: “Almost 
60,000 of them apply 
each year to go the Uni-
versity of Alabama, and 
it isn’t because it has a 
hot environmental sci-
ences program.”

• Super 70s Sports: 
“Scientists now believe 
Topps gum from the 
’80s will outlast all an-
imal and plant life on 
the planet.”

• A piece of wis-
dom from the late Lou 
Holtz, snipped from 
spor t sc u r mudge on.
com: “Coaching is noth-
ing more than eliminat-
ing mistakes before you 
get fired.”

• Cathal Kelly of the 
Globe and Mail, after 
an uninspiring Leafs’ 
effort against Tampa 
Bay: “After an initial 
burst of enthusiasm, 
the only way they could 
have been worse is if 
they’d gone back to the 
dressing room and re-
appeared in their bath-
robes.”

• Kelly again, mock-
ing the Fraser Mint-
en for Brandon Carlo 
trade that also gave the 
Bruins Toronto’s first-

round draft pick: “That 
they thought (Minten) 
was disposable explains 
why the Leafs should 
hire a responsible adult 
to be present during all 
future negotiations.”

• Golf great Jack 
Nicklaus, asked if he 
liked the TPC Sawgrass 
course when it opened 
in 1982: “No, I’ve nev-
er been very good at 
stopping a 5-iron on the 
hood of a car.”

• European pro golf-
er Darren Clarke: “The 
17th at Sawgrass is like 
waking up at 6:30 in the 
morning knowing you 
have root canal work at 
3:30.”

• Mike Bianchi of the 
Orlando Sentinel: “The 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
should not have let 
franchise legend Mike 
Evans sign a contract 
elsewhere. The Bucca-
neers without Mike Ev-
ans is like their pirate 
ship without its can-
nons.”

• fark.com headline: 
“Las Vegas Raiders for-
got to say ‘no takeback-
sies’ before Maxx Crso-
by fails physical and 
Baltimore nixes trade.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

Sports mascots are big business

Shell Lake hosts senior’s bonspiel
By DAVID JENSEN
Shell Lake 50+ Club

The Shell Lake Fifty Plus Club hosted its annual 
Senior Curling Bonspiel on March 9 through 11. 

Enough seniors signed up to have 10 teams 
competing for the ultimate prize and privilege to 
be called champions. As usual, Guy Cyr and his 
team of Raoul Granger, Urgel Bilodeau, and Nile 
Cyr came in as a complete team from Debden. The 
remaining 9 teams were drawn by the Curling se-
lection committee from those who signed up for 
the bonspiel. 

The bonspiel commenced at 10 a.m. on March 

9, with both sheets of ice active. Two more draws 
were played during the rest of the day, and by the 
end of the day all the teams had played at least 
one game.  

Games continued on Tuesday. By day’s end, both 
the A Event and the B Event were down to the final 
game. 

In the A Event, Lloyd Fisher’s team had defeated 
Team Laurie Mayo and Team Glen Caffet on his 
road to the final. Meanwhile, Team David Jensen 
earned their birth by defeating Team Guy Cyr in 
their first game and Team Jim Koetse in their sec-
ond game. In the final, Team Lloyd Fisher took the 
win.

The B Event finalists were represented by Team 
Guy Cyr and Team Al Sulymka/Bruce Mansell. 
Both teams lost their first game but then won their 
way to the B Final.     

The C Event teams played their way to the C 
Event final on Wednesday. C Event finalists were 
Team Dennis Petryshyn and Team Glen Harba-
ruk.   

The lunch counter was outstanding as always. 
The soups were tasty, with just the right amount 
of flavour and spice. Egg Salad and ham and 
cheese sandwiches accompanied the soup. But the 
pie and ice cream were especially good, and all of 
it was served up with a friendly smile.

A Event winners, from left to right: Chris Lind-
say, Deb Steinhilber, Greg Rickert, and Lloyd 
Fisher.
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B Event winners, from left to right: Guy Cyr, 
Raoul Granger, Nile Cyr, Urgel Bilodeau.

C Event winners, from left to right: Glen Har-
baruk, Don Garand, Wayne Henry, and Anita 
Weiers.
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Blaine Lake celebrates Hockeyville campaign
By JORDAN TWISS

Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Despite a massive social media push 
by the whole province of Saskatche-
wan, including Premier Scott Moe, 
the Town of Blaine Lake’s Kraft Hock-
eyville campaign came to a premature 
end on Saturday, March 21.

With a huge hometown crowd 
packed into the lobby of the Blaine 
Lake Skating Rink, where burgers, hot 
dogs, and, fittingly, Kraft Dinner, were 
being served up as part of a communi-
ty celebration in anticipation of Hock-
eyville’s Top 2 announcement, all eyes 
turned to the lone TV in the lobby as 5 
p.m. neared.

However, hopes were abruptly 

dashed when Tumbler Ridge, B.C., 
and Taber, Alta., were named the two 
Hockeyville finalists.

While it wasn’t the good news the 
community had hoped for, being the 
provincial Hockeyville finalist for Sas-
katchewan means the community will 
receive $50,000 for rink upgrades and 
$10,000 of hockey equipment cour-
tesy of the NHLPA Goals & Dreams 
Fund and the NHL/NHLPA Industry 
Growth Fund. 

Even after the announcement, as 
kids took to the ice for some shin-
ny with the Blaine Lake Raiders, the 
mood at the rink remained celebra-
tory.

“The most amazing thing has been 
watching the way that the Hockeyville 
experience brought so many people, 
organizations, and community mem-
bers to rallying for our rink,” the Blaine 
Lake Community Association (BLCA) 
noted following the Hockeyville cele-
bration. 

“And it has reminded us that the work 
we have put into the rink over the past 
many years and the work we will con-
tinue to do is so much more than just 
maintenance and upkeep, it’s keeping 
a critical community gathering space 
alive for generations to come!”

With support from the BLCA, the 
Blaine Lake Raiders Senior Hockey 
Club, and the Muskeg Lake Cree Na-
tion, the Town of Blaine Lake entered 

Hockeyville in hopes of securing funds 
to retrofit the Blaine Lake Skating 
Rink so that artificial ice can be in-
stalled. The retrofit is something the 
town is exploring as part of its 2025 
to 2030 Strategic Plan, as the switch 
to artificial ice will allow for a longer 
season that isn’t so dependent upon 
the weather.

At 71 years old, the Blaine Lake Skat-
ing Rink continues to be the product 
of community fundraising and sup-
port, and is operated year-round by 
the BLCA. Over the past five years, 
the community group has invested 

more than $85,000 and 300 volunteer 
hours into renovations.

These include: new flooring and 
countertops in the kitchen, a complete 
renovation of the lobby, construction 
of a dedicated bar space, painting the 
dressing rooms, adding insulation, re-
pairs to the boards, a new home team 
players’ bench, and helping with the 
purchase of a Zamboni.

“We are so excited about the next 
phases of much-needed renovations 
in the rink... to make our ol’ barn even 
better before the next season and be-
yond,” the BLCA said.

Blaine Lake Raiders captain Adam 
Horner thanks the community for 
its support following the Top 2 an-
nouncement.

Obituary
~

GRANT – Frederick 
James

February 2, 1927 – 
March 4, 2026

99 years 	
	
Fred Grant was born 

in Notre Dame Hospital 
in North Battleford on 
February 2, 1927.  He 
was the son of a Scottish 
farmer, James Grant, 
and an English city-
raised school teacher, 
Jessie Moore.   

Living conditions 
were sometimes dif-
ficult with almost no 
income on a tiny farm 
in the “dirty thirties”.  
Fred remembers using a 
raw egg to make cooked 
lambs quarters (pig-
weed) slide down. There 
were over 40 children in 
the one-roomed Hyde 

Park School, so his mom 
taught him first grade 
at home. He raised and 
shipped rabbits in crates 
made of wooden apple 
boxes, that he took to 
the train in Sandwith. 
Crow’s eggs and gopher 
tails also provided a lit-
tle income.   

Since there was no 
Sunday School for Fred 
and his sister Lilian to 
attend, his mom made 
sure they knew about 
their Christian heritage. 
She read them Bible sto-
ries and they listened 
to a church program on 
the radio that suggest-
ed memorizing Bible 
verses. Fred received a 
small Bible, “The Radio 
Sunday School Prize”, 
for memorizing the sug-
gested verses every Sun-
day in the year 1940. 

The following spring, 
when Fred was in grade 
8, he tied a few clothes 
and a lunch on his 
CCM bicycle and rode 
30 miles on May long 
weekend to go see his 
mom who had taken a 
teaching job near Edam. 
He was tired, but didn’t 
miss school on Tuesday. 

Fred‘s great auntie 
Fanny would send par-
cels from England at 

Christmas time. New 
clothes, small toys, hob-
by magazines, and even 
sometimes some Christ-
mas cake, were trea-
sured by the children 
living with almost no 
income on a tiny farm 
in the dirty thirties.

Growing up, Fred 
loved being in the Boy 
Scouts, summer camps, 
and 4-H clubs.

Unlike most kids at 
the time, Fred boarded 
with an elderly widow 
in North Battleford in 
order to get his grades 
11 and 12. He graduated 
from the School of Agri-
culture in 1949.

One of Fred’s favou-
rite memories was the 
trip to England in 1950 
with his mom and sis-
ter Lil. It would be the 
first time his mom had 
been back in 29 years! 
They travelled by train 
to Montreal and then by 
ship to England. It was a 
trip of many adventures 
in great memories. 

In 1950, Fred asked 
the pretty study super-
visor of Bournemouth 
School, Olga Drieschner, 
to a dance. They were 
married on August 11, 
1953 and moved to Sas-
katoon for 2 winters for 

Fred to attend Teacher’s 
College. Fred and Olga 
(who became known as 
Holly), raised 3 children 
Dale, Carol, and Laurie. 
Fred continued to up-
grade until he received 
his Bachelors of Educa-
tion, while also teach-
ing, farming, and taking 
part in many communi-
ty activities. 

Fred and Holly lived 
a very full and happy 
life together, camp-
ing, dancing, socializ-
ing, attending church, 
etc. They travelled to 
the Yukon, Alaska, the 
World Fair in Vancou-
ver, several countries in 
Europe, New Zealand, 
Australia, Fuji, and the 
Maritimes. They spent 
many weekends enjoy-
ing the cabin they built 
at Turtle Lake and many 
winter months at their 
mobile in Florida. They 
were married exact-
ly 61 years when Holly 
passed away. 

Time then dragged on 
for Fred, so he decided 
to attend dances at the 
Pioneer Hall in North 
Battleford. There, he 
met Connie Leask and 
they soon took a liking 
to each other. So, at the 
age of 90, Fred married 

Connie and they had al-
most 9 years together. 

Fred always men-
tioned that he was so 
blessed to have two won-
derful wives. He held a 
deep belief in a creator 
God, a God of greatness 
beyond human concept, 
and in Jesus Christ who 
laid down his life for us, 
as a sacrifice, to give us 
eternal life. He was very 
involved in the church. 
Incredibly, as late as 
2025, Fred took a live 
stream course offered to 
become a Communicate 
Elder which would allow 
him to give communion 
and also to baptize. The 
Presbytery of Northern 
Saskatchewan approved 
his position, and he was 
asked to conduct his one 
and only communion, 
and probably the last 
held in St. Andrews in 
North Battleford before 
it closed.  

He had a lot of hob-
bies, like making things 
out of wood, coin col-
lecting, photography, 
fishing, and gardening.

He was known for his 
wisdom, gentleness, 
kindness, patience, and 
thoughtfulness.

Fred left this earthly 
home on March 4, at 

the age of 99 years, to 
be with his wife Holly, 
his parents James 
and Jessie Grant, 
his sister Lilian and 
husband Fred Luthje; 
in-laws Erma and Karl 
Kuchler, Emil and 
Kay Drieschner, and 
Bob Bonsan; nephews 
Gordon Kuchler and 
Keith Drieschner; and 
numerous relatives and 
friends.

Left to cherish 
his memory are his 
wife Connie and her 
children and families, 
his 3 children, 8 
grandchildren, and 9 
great-grandchildren: 
son Dale (Minda) 
Grant and children, 
Nikki (Jun) Reyes and 
son Zach, Trixie, and 
Francine; daughter 
Carol (Alvin) Wiebe and 
children, Joni (Derek) 
Macnab and children 
Berkley, Kylie, and 
Piper, Joel (Kate) Wiebe 
and children Jase and 
Ellie, Jocelyn (Ross) 
Gadzella and daughter 
Evelyn; daughter Laurie 
(Clint) Anderson and 
children Cam (Kristy) 
Anderson and children 
Daxton and Macie, 
Brittany (Teagan) 
Folden.

Frederick James Grant

A large crowd filled the lobby of the Blaine Lake Skating Rink to cele-
brate the community’s Hockeyville campaign.
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306-747-2442 • chads@sbchron.com

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded

ELECTRIC

•R
ESIDENTIAL •C

O
M

M
E

R
CIAL • FARM • IN

D
U

S
T

R
IA

L
ELECTRICIAN

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ACCOUNTANT

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & pre-arrangements available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEaRING CENTRE

HEARING

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook � 306-747-2896
Canwood � 306-468-2227
Leask � 306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

insurance

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

LAWYER

Shelley Cannon, in person,
by appointment

NEW LOCATION:
236 Main St., Spiritwood
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700 or
scannon@novuslaw.ca

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

LAWYER

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

plumbingMECHANIC

• Truck and Trailer Inspections
• School Bus Inspections

• Diesel Tuning
• Diagnostics Services

• Fully Licensed

Call for more information

306-747-7711

LAWYER

Bill Cannon, in person,
by appointment

52 Main Street, Shellbrook
306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

real estate

To Sell Ag, Residential, 
Cottage & Commercial 

Properties For You!

306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca

Shawna Schira-Kroeker
Your Local Realtor™...

Working Hard ...

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated 

North Country

www.shawnaschirakroeker.com

real estate

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL – FARM

Bevra Fee, Realtor®
(306) 883-7058
RE/MAX OF THE BATTLEFORDS

each office independently owned & operated

bevrafee@sasktel.net
SPIRITWOOD’S 

REALTOR®...
SERVING THE 

REGION!

1391 100th St
NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK

S9A 0V9
Office: (306) 446-8800

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick 
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Your Guide to 
Home Services 
and Repair 
Professionals

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick 
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

real estate
BUYING OR SELLING 

FARMLAND?

306-570-7743
skfarmland.ca

real estate



BLACK AND RED 
ANGUS Yearling 
and Two-year-old 
Bulls. Adrian Ed-
wards, Valleyhills 
Angus – Glaslyn, 
SK. 
PH: 306-441-0946
� 24-27

The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
Phone

306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people 

weekly. 
Personal Classifieds: 

$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ per 
additional word for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches = $52.50 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

SWNA Blanket Classifieds
Reaching almost 6 million people weekly. 

Cost for 25 words:
Saskatchewan market�...............$209.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Alberta market�..........................$269.00
   Per extra word............................$8.00
Manitoba market�.......................$189.00
   Eastman...................................$119.00   
   Westman..................................$119.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Quebec market
   English�....................................$160.00
   Per extra word............................$6.00
Atlantic market�.........................$200.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Also Available: Quebec (French) �.................$967.00

Enhance Your Ad (Sask. Only)
Reaching Over 330,000 People Weekly 
Size: 2 col. x 2” .................$599.00
Size: 2 col. x 4” .................$799.00
Deadline for Booking/Material 

Friday at 4 p.m.
Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle

306-747-2442
or Email:

chads@sbchron.com
All prices plus applicable taxes. 

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in 
good faith. We advise that it is in your interest 
to investigate offers personally. Publications 
by this paper should not be taken as an 
endorsement of  the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald 

The 

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald 

are proud to serve as your trusted 
local newspaper and advertiser!

Contact us at:
306-747-2442 or chads@sbchron.com

Is your community group or non-profit 
organization holding an event?

Take advantage of our 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR
With the purchase of a 2 column x 2 inch display ad, 

we will advertise your community event in our 
Community Calendar FREE for two weeks 

prior to the event!

$60 + GST - A savings of over 30%

Don’t miss out on letting your community 
and others know about your event!

Let your community know about 
the services you offer!

*All rates are subject to applicable taxes (5% GST)

2 x 2 (Bus. Card Size) $69.00

2 x 4 $138.00

1/8 Page $189.75

1/4 Page $350.00

1/2 Page $650.00

Full Page $950.00

Colour is an additional $90

We are also your local supplier for:
• Business Cards
• Rubber Stamps
• Posters
• Paper Supplies

• Photocopies
   - Full Colour & Black/White

• Brochures
• Invoices & Forms

• Envelopes
• Cheques
• Labels
• and More!

Have flyers you need to distribute? Give us a call!

$70 per 1,000 (Inquire about volume rates)

www.shellbrookchronicle.com
www.spiritwoodherald.com

Zero In 
On New

Employees 
Classifieds

Work!
306.747.2442

chads@
sbchron.com

Place your Classified Today!
1st week 20 words $16.00 

Extra words 20¢ each
2nd week $8.00

Plus GST

Phone: 306-747-2442
Fax: 306-747-3000

Email: chads@sbchron.com
Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald
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Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m. 
(in-person only)

St. John’s - Shellbrook
Sunday School, 

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
(in-person and online 

via Facebook live)
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Lorne Valuck

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - worship

Rev. Jordan Clark
306-850-0429

Canwood
10 a.m. - Sunday School

11 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Lyndon Petten

587-973-2223
Leask Gospel Tabernacle

Sunday 11 a.m.
Pastor Josh

1-780-690-2100
------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

11 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 am MP
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook

Sunday Service - 11 am MP
H.C. Service Nov. 30 with 
Archdeacon Brody Albers

9 a.m. in Leask, 
11 a.m. in Shellbrook
Minister’s Warden: 

306-922-5159
------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

10:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes resume 

in the fall
306-469-2258
Youth Nite: 

Fridays at 7 p.m.
Mont Nebo

Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June – August)

306-468-2525
------------------------

Immanuel Lutheran
Parkside

11 a.m. - Worship
(in-person and online 

via Facebook Live)
10 a.m. - Sunday School 

------------------------

PRESBYTERIAN
Mistawasis

Sunday worship
11:00 a.m.

Rev. Stewart Folster
------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Mariusz Zajac

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Mariusz Zajac 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
Mistawasis

1st & 3rd Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Tuan Doan

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath 

School
Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship

Pastor Myshan Irving
306-747-3398

Praise & Worship

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 11:00 a.m. 

Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SATURDAY

Medstead – 6:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY

Leoville – 9:30 a.m.
Spiritwood – 11:15 a.m.
Shell Lake – 2:00 p.m.

Everyone Welcome
Fr. Phinh Do 

-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every 1st & 3rd Wed. 7 pm
Spiritwood Legion Hall

Pastor Rick Martin
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
11:00 am Worship
-----------------------

Bethel
Medstead

 2nd Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
4th Sunday, 10 am - Worship

Pastor David Jensen
-----------------------

MENNONITE BRETHREN
Glenbush

10:00 am - Sunday School
Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------

PARTNERS IN WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 

4th St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380

Praise & Worship

livestock
for sale
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The Blaine Lake Curling Rink 
played host to three busy days of 
competitive curling action from 
March 6 to 8, when the communi-
ty hosted its 28th annual Farmer’s 
Bonspiel.

This year’s bonspiel brought out 18 
teams from near and far, while help-
ing to raise vital funds to keep the 
local curling rink operating.

“Without this bonspiel, we would 
not have a curling rink in Blaine 
Lake,” said bonspiel organizer Kar-
en Fiala, noting that the event helps 
bring the community together. “Our 
community takes pride in running 
this bonspiel.”

“Proceeds from this event will go 
towards upkeep of the curling rink 
and monthly expenses to keep it in 
operation,” she added. “I do know 
that we need repairs to be done to 
our brine lines for our artificial ice, 
as well as the catwalks.”

As in previous years, the teams 
were guaranteed to play three 
games and separated into pools to 
play against each other. Depending 
on their performance within their 
respective pools, teams were rele-
gated to the A, B, C, or D Events for 
playoffs, where a loss meant an end 
to their tournament.

After three days of fun and com-
petition on the sheets, only one team 
could bring home the A-Event tro-
phy, the bragging rights, and a prize 
from a large pool of goodies that was 
donated by local and area farmers, 
businesses, and community mem-
bers.

This year, the A-Event glory went 
to the foursome of Brennan Stoch-
manski (skip), Alexis Geis (third), 
Craig Stochmanski (second), and 
Matt Dagenais (lead), who beat out 
Dale Horner’s rink. The victory was 
made sweeter by the fact that the 
Stochmanski team lost to the Horn-
er squad in last year’s A-Event final.

Over in the B-Event, Dennis Si-
monar and his young team from 
Shell Lake claimed the top prize, 
while Gayle Draper’s team from 
Shellbrook won the C-Event, and 
Luke Walker’s Elevation Ag team 
won the D-Event.

Calling this one of the best years 
yet, and crediting the success to 
curling teams, sponsors, volunteers, 
and spectators who come out, Fiala 
says the action on the ice was bol-
stered by a successful silent auction, 
which included large items like 320 
bushels of wheat seed, 160 acres of 
custom floating, and power tools.

The origins of the Blaine Lake 
Farmer’s Bonspiel date back more 
than 28 years ago, when local crop 
input managers Ernie Neubauer 
(with Wendland Ag Services), Rod-
ger Pederson (with Sask Wheat 
Pool), and Andy Teslia (with Cargill) 
organized the event.

In the early years, each team had 
to have at least two farmers, and the 
action would begin on a Tuesday at 5 
p.m. and wrap up on Sunday after-
noon. Back then, the bonspiel typi-
cally ran with a full complement of 
32 teams, as well as a waiting list, 
and curlers were treated to a catered 
supper and entertainment at Blaine 
Lake Composite School on the Sat-
urday night.

Farmer’s Bonspiel ‘one of the best yet’

The Stochmanski team won the A-Event. From left to right: Brennan Sto-
chmanski (skip), Alexis Geis (third), Craig Stochmanski (second), and 
Matt Dagenais (lead).

26034JJ0 Dennis Simonar’s team from Shell Lake won the B-Event.

Gayle Draper’s team from Shellbrook won the C-Event.

Luke Walker’s Elevation Ag team won the D-Event.
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