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Crosswalk honours Shellbrook veterans, Legion
By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

With 2026 marking 
the 100th anniversary 
of the Royal Canadian 
Legion, Legion branch-
es across Canada have 
found many ways to 
honour the occasion 
and pay tribute to vet-
erans past and present, 
whether it be through 
events or efforts to 
beautify their commu-
nities.

Last week, the Shell-
brook Legion joined 
these efforts, commis-
sioning a “mural” to be 
painted on the cross-
walk connecting the 
Shellbrook Post Office 
with the local cenotaph 
at Veterans’ Memorial 
Park, which bears the 
names of Shellbrook’s 
veterans who never 
came home.

The Legion made the 
formal request of the 
Town of Shellbrook at 
the beginning of May, 
and the town approved 
it. At the time, the hope 
was to partner with one of the art 
classes at W.P. Sandin High School, 
with the hope of completing the 
project before the end of the current 
school year.

While that timeline didn’t pan out, 
local art teacher Pam Boettcher says 
she had always wanted to partner 
on a project like this. She was happy 
to put the task to her Grade 10 fine 
arts students, calling it a project that 
helps build character and teach stu-
dents the importance of giving back 
to their community.

Volunteerism is something Shell-
brook Legion member Nancy Car-
swell also has a deep appreciation 
for.

“One of my favourite quotes is, ‘I 
don’t know what your destiny will be, 
but one thing I know: the only ones 
among you who will be really happy 
are those who will have sought and 
found how to serve,’” she said.

The design for the commemorative 
crosswalk was created by student Ju-
lia Shindle. She was joined in sten-

ciling and painting it by Myla Henry, 
Kayla Klaassen, Bella Ledding, Em-
bree Schmitz, Valerie Bondame, and 
Allie Swenson.

Additional support for the project 
was provided by the Parkside Com-
munity Club, which covered the cost 
of the paint, and Russ’ Autobody, 
which donated and applied a clear 
coat so that the design will last lon-
ger.

Having seen the final product, Car-
swell says it exceeded all of her ex-
pectations.

“The red maple leaves drift like 
poppies in Flanders Fields and the 
single black silhouette of a soldier re-
minds us that each one who served 
was an individual, not a number,” 
she said. 

“It is an eloquent reminder of sac-
rifices past and present.” 

306-747-3939� 12 MAIN ST., SHELLBROOK
MON–FRI: 8AM TO 6PM | SAT: 8AM TO 5PM | SUN: CLOSED

Happy Thanksgiving, Hunting 
& Harvest Season!

We have LOCAL Turkeys & STORE-MADE Hams & 
Sausages – We also offer Wild-Game Processing!

The crosswalk, designed by Julia Shindle for the Shellbrook Legion, was 
completed last week.

(Above) Grade 10 students Kayla 
Klaassen and Bella Ledding work 
on the commemorative cross-
walk for the Shellbrook Legion.
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Students of Canwood Public School and the 
broader community celebrated on Wednesday, Sept. 
23, as the ribbon was cut on brand-new playground 
equipment.

Heather Sten, School Community Council (SCC) 
chair for Canwood Public School, says the idea to 
acquire new playground equipment was brought 
forward by a local teacher about five years ago. 
While the school’s existing playground structure is 
still in good condition, it simply isn’t adequate for 
the school’s needs.

“The existing equipment wasn’t large enough to 
accommodate all of our students at the same time 
during recess, so classes often had to take turns or 
have rotating schedules to use it,” Sten said.

While continuing to support other needs in the 
school, the SCC took on the teacher’s idea and began 
pursuing a new playground structure, raising mon-
ey for the project through the annual Mom’s Pantry 
fundraiser. 

But with the cost of new equipment pegged at 
around $50,000, Sten says the SCC often felt like 
it was taking two steps forward and one step back 
with its fundraising efforts.

Then, last fall, when the Saskatchewan Parks and 
Recreation Association (SPRA) announced a match-
ing grant for playground projects, the SCC saw an 
opportunity to make its vision a reality. The only 
challenge was that it needed to raise a large amount 
of matching funds in a small window of time.

“With the deadline approaching, we reached out 
to local businesses, including several agricultural 
businesses that are an important part of our com-
munity and that our families support,” Sten said. 

“The response was incredible. Businesses stepped 
up and supported the project in a big way, helping us 
reach our fundraising goal and secure the matching 

grant.” 
With the new equipment, Sten says all students 

will be able to use the school playground at the same 
time. She adds that the new structure was selected 
with physical activity and movement in mind, chan-
nelling the experience one might have on American 
Ninja-style obstacle courses

“The equipment is designed to flow from one ac-
tivity to the next, creating a continuous obstacle 
course experience where students can keep moving 
and challenging themselves,” she said. 

“The layout also allows several students to use the 
equipment at the same time, helping reduce conges-
tion and giving more children the opportunity to 
participate and stay active.

Canwood Public School’s new playground equip-
ment will benefit more than just the school’s stu-
dents. 

As the only playground structure in the commu-
nity, Sten says the equipment is a vital resource 

for children and families in Canwood and the sur-
rounding area and sees plenty of use outside of 
school hours.

Throughout the summer months, the equipment 
is used by the Canwood Summer Youth Program, 
as well as by local families, children visiting friends 
and relatives, and travelers passing through the 
community.

“With the addition of the new equipment, the 
playground will provide even more opportunities 
for children of all ages to be active, play, and spend 
time together,” Sten said.

“This new playground is a wonderful asset for 
both the school and the entire Canwood community, 
and we expect it will be well used.”

Along with SPRA, the playground project was sup-
ported by: Richardson Pioneer, Brandt Tractor, Tait 
Insurance, Nutrien, Woodland Pharmacy, Redhead 
Equipment, Glenmor Equipment, and the Village of 
Canwood.

Canwood School unveils new playground

Thiel Blues walk for ovarian cancer
By BEVRA FEE

Spiritwood Herald 
Reporter

For well over a decade, 
the group known as Thiel 
Blues has been hosting dif-
ferent fundraising events 
to generate money for the 
fight against ovarian can-
cer. 

Among those events has 
been an annual 5 km walk, 
and as in recent years, 
the walk wound its way 

through the regional park 
at Memorial Lake in Shell 
Lake. 

Kicking off at Pine Ridge 
Cottages, the 2026 walk 
saw a sunny day with pris-
tine skies and favourable 
temperatures. “A lot differ-
ent than last year!” accord-
ing to co-organizer Stepha-
nie Hughes Gosselin.

Named in honour of the 
late Karen Thiel of Shell-
brook, the Thiel Blues’ 
Ovarian Cancer Walk of 

Hope serves as a day to 
fundraise and visit while 
remembering the impact of 
the often-deadly disease. 

One of many walks tak-
ing place across Canada, 
the Shell Lake version 
raised over $4,000 on 
Sept. 20.  

Held annually during 
Ovarian Cancer Aware-
ness Month in September, 
this family-friendly event 
has raised over $34 mil-
lion, funding innovative 
Canadian research, cru-
cial support resources, and 
advocacy efforts that are 
changing the ovarian can-
cer landscape across the 
country.

Canwood Public School’s new playground equipment is already seeing ample use.

*kms and price in thousands. Taxes not included in price.
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#2 Highway West, Watrous, SK DL907154
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TOWN OF SHELLBROOK

NOTICE OF POLL
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that:

1.	 A poll has been granted for the election of		
Mayor (1):
Jason Good
Elizabeth D. McClellan
Scott Lambie

2.	 Advanced voting will take place on Thursday, the 
8th of October, 2026 from 9:00am until 5:00pm at:
Municipal Office, 71 Main Street, Shellbrook, SK

3.	 Voting will take place on Wednesday, the 14th of 
October, 2026 from 9:00am until 8:00pm at:
Knox United Church, 302 2nd Ave E, Shellbrook, SK

4.	 I will declare the results of the election at the Town 
of Shellbrook municipal office on Thursday the 
15th day of October, 2026 at the hour of 9:00am.

Dated at Shellbrook this 24th day of September, 2026
Sigourney O’Halligan, Returning Officer

NOTICE OF CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF SPIRITWOOD NO. 496

Public notice is hereby given that nomination of 
candidates for the office of:

Councillor – RM of Spiritwood No. 496 – Division No. 1
Councillor – RM of Spiritwood No. 496 – Division No. 2
Councillor – RM of Spiritwood No. 496 – Division No. 4
Councillor – RM of Spiritwood No. 496 – Division No. 6

will be received by the undersigned from 9:00 am 
until 4:30 pm from September 22nd, 2026 to October 
6th, 2026 and from 9:00 am until 4:00 pm on October 
7th, 2026 at the RM of Spiritwood No. 496 municipal 
office.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the 
municipal office located at 218 Main Street in 
Spiritwood, Saskatchewan.
Dated this 15th day of September, 2026.
Colette Bussiere
Returning Officer

The 2026 group of participants in the Ovarian Cancer Walk of Hope.



By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

(The following council 
highlights are not the ap-
proved minutes of council 
for Sept. 21.) 

Shellbrook’s Town 
Council held its regular 
meeting in person and via 
teleconference on Mon-
day, Sept. 21. 

In attendance were 
Mayor Amund Otter-
son, Councillors Rod At-
kinson, Pam Boettcher, 
Cheryl Ledding, Brent 
Miller, Kathleen Nording, 
and Arlette Segberg, the 
town’s CAO Sigourney 
O’Halligan, and consul-
tant Jim Puffalt.

Mayor Otterson called 
council’s regular meet-
ing to order around 5 
p.m., beginning with the 
customary Treaty 6 land 
acknowledgement in rec-

ognition of Truth and 
Reconciliation, the ap-
proval of the morning’s 
agenda, and the adoption 
of the minutes from its 
Aug. 10 regular meeting 
and Aug. 11, 17, and 24 
special meetings. 

Council then promptly 
moved on to the reports 
of administration and 
committees.

Under her report, CAO 
O’Halligan provided a 
brief update on the con-
tinuing storm sewer proj-
ect on 1st Street East. 
With the water table ade-
quately lowered, she said 
the town is just waiting 
on materials to arrive so 
the storm sewer can be 
re-lined.

In his report, Jim Puf-
falt offered updates on 
the three objectives Prai-
rie Rising Consulting has 
been working on the town 
with: building a customer 

service culture, advanc-
ing the water treatment 
plant project, and craft-
ing an economic develop-
ment plan and marketing 
strategy for the town.

On the first objective, 
he noted positive collab-
oration between the town 
and rink user groups 
to promptly resolve a 
scheduling issue at the 
rink. Puffalt said another 
meeting with user groups 
would be scheduled for 
after harvest season.

Elsewhere, September 
saw the pre-design for 
the water treatment plant 
and the town’s proposed 
tourism strategy com-
pleted and presented to 
council.

Under the public works 
committee report, council 
noted that the town is still 
waiting on the Ministry 
of Highways to provide a 
timeline for construction 
of the pedestrian cross-
walk at the intersection of 
Highways 3, Highway 55, 
and Main Street.

In healthcare-related 
news, Mayor Otterson 
noted the town current-
ly boasts a primary care 
team of six physicians, 
with two more soon to ar-
rive (one short-term and 
one three-year contract), 
as well as two nurse prac-
titioners.

In his experience, he 
said appointments have 
been easier to get of late. 
Councillor Ledding add-
ed that lab wait times 
seem to have improved as 
well.

Moving on to the May-
or and Council forum, 
Councillor Atkinson 
asked whether the town 
or the golf course would 
be responsible for replac-
ing the course’s expired 
defibrillator (at a cost of 
$3,000). O’Halligan said 
that would be the golf 
course’s responsibility.

Councillor Atkinson 
also asked about the pos-

sibility of setting a flat 
rate of $1,000 per week-
end for the curling club 
to host bonspiels, noting 
that the town’s current 
rental rate for the curling 
rink makes it difficult for 
the club.

Meanwhile, Council-
lor Boettcher asked for 
an update on the crack 
in the sidewalk in front 
of ZB Chiro, noting that 
it seems to be getting 
worse. O’Halligan said 
she would meet with fore-
man Mike Tanchuk to 
look at the issue.

Moving on to new busi-
ness, council carried a 
motion to apply for Pro-
vincial Disaster Assis-
tance Program funding 
to cover some of the costs 
associated with the storm 
sewer project on 1st Street 
East and 1st Avenue East. 

O’Halligan noted it 
could cover dewatering 
costs, as well as costs re-
lated to the storm sewer 
pipe replacement.

Up next, council ap-
proved a request for a 
more decorative marker 
sign for Sanjun Drive, 
with the understanding 
that maintenance will not 
be the town’s responsi-
bility. It also reviewed a 
suite of policies, includ-
ing the Employee Reim-
bursement Policy, the 
Richardson Pioneer Rec-
reation Center Policy, and 
the Volunteer Policy.

Carrying on, council 
carried a motion to have 
the town become the 
anchor organization for 
Shellbrook’s Social Pre-
scribing Network.

Social prescribing is 
a means for health-care 
providers to connect 
patients to a range of 
non-clinical services in 
the community, in order 
to improve their overall 
health and wellbeing. As 
the anchor organization, 
the town will simply be 
responsible for accepting 

grant money on the local 
network’s behalf.

Next, council approved 
a rental agreement for 
Studio 747 to use the 
Shellbrook Theatre multi-
ple nights per week. 

This discussion 
prompted questions from 
Councillor Nording about 
whether the building had 
been inspected yet. CAO 
O’Halligan noted that a 
structural engineer had 
come in and identified the 
roof as the top priority for 
renovations.

Continuing with new 
business, council re-
viewed and approved the 
town’s audited financial 
statement.

It then discussed the 
municipal garbage re-
moval tender, reviewing 
competing five-year bids 
submitted by Greenland 
Waste ($557,280) and TJ 
Disposals ($628,281.60).

Beginning the discus-
sion, Councillor Boettch-
er noted that the differ-
ence between the bids 
provided by TJ Disposals 
and Greenland Waste 
was only 3.8 per cent 
once contributions to the 
community are factored 
in ($50,000 over five 
years for TJ Disposals 
compared to $500 over 
five years for Greenland 
Waste).

She noted that the 
town’s policy for tenders 
allows it to choose a local 
contractor if it’s within 5 
per cent of other bidders.

While the tender explic-
itly stated that the town 
wouldn’t necessarily 
choose the lowest bidder, 
Councillor Miller sug-
gested the town needed to 
ensure it could justify its 
decision, so as not to de-
ter competition on future 
tenders. He added, how-
ever, that there are clear 
benefits to going with TJ 
Disposals, including a 
lower carbon footprint 
and fewer issues when 

there’s bad weather.
In the end, council vot-

ed to award the tender to 
TJ Disposals, citing its 
long-standing commit-
ment to the community.

Moving on, council 
discussed Associated 
Engineering’s pre-de-
sign report for the water 
treatment plant project, 
and whether to proceed 
with the detailed design, 
which could be completed 
by the end of the year and 
ready to put to tender in 
January.

The town continues to 
wait on a verdict on ma-
jor grant funding for the 
project, and council was 
divided on how to pro-
ceed.

Some, including Coun-
cillor Miller, felt the town 
would have to revise the 
project in the absence of 
grant funding, because it 
can’t afford a $14 million 
project. However, Coun-
cillor Atkinson suggested 
the town needs to bite the 
bullet and move forward, 
because the project won’t 
get any cheaper if it keeps 
getting delayed

Jim Puffalt added that 
the project should be 
thought of as a long-term 
investment for the com-
munity, and encouraged 
council to consider sav-
ings that would be found 
through improved effi-
ciencies and reduced op-
erating costs.

After much discussion, 
council agreed to proceed 
with the detailed design 
for the project.

Closing out the meeting 
Mayor Otterson revisited 
the town’s recently re-
newed contract with Prai-
rie Rising Consulting, 
raising questions about 
the value the town is get-
ting from the arrange-
ment. Council, however, 
was largely in agreement 
that the partnership is 
necessary and worth the 
cost.

Highlights of a Shellbrook Town Council meeting

Big River RCMP 
seeks robbery suspect

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The Big River RCMP Detachment is asking for 
the public’s assistance with identifying a suspect 
who was involved in an armed robbery in Debden.

According to police, the detachment received a 
report of an armed robbery at a business in Deb-
den at approximately 11 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 
23. Officers responded to the report and deter-
mined an adult male had threatened an employ-
ee with a knife and stolen cash before fleeing in 
a truck. 

No physical injuries were reported to police.
The truck the suspect fled in is described as a 

grey Chevrolet Sierra. Meanwhile, the suspect is 
described as an adult male wearing a black sweat-
er, jeans, and a red and black hat. 

As of Monday, both the truck and the suspect 
had not been located and police continued to in-
vestigate the incident.

In the meantime, the Big River RCMP Detach-
ment asks anyone with information about this in-
cident, or who witnessed suspicious activity in the 
Debden area in the late evening of Sept. 23 or ear-
ly morning of Sept. 24, to contact police by calling 
310-RCMP (7267). 

Information can also be submitted anonymous-
ly by contacting Saskatchewan Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or www.saskcrimestop-
pers.com.
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TEAM

www.theauctionactionteam.ca

BOECHLER-SCHIRA AUCTIONEERING
Prov. Lic. #335992       Box 174, Medstead, SK

ANNUAL FALL 
CONSIGNMENT SALE

Sat., OCTOBER 3, 2026 – 10:00 am 
MEDSTEAD HALL – MEDSTEAD, SK

Seacans, Vehicle, Trailer, Side x Side, Light Plant, 
Antiques, Household and much, much more!

Check our website theauctionactionteam.ca 
or Facebook for pictures!

Wayne @ 306-342-4231, Jeff @ 306-342-7320 
or Kelly Schneider @ 306-386-7110

No buyers fees with the Auction Action Team!

Woodland Pharmacy Shellbrook
requires a

PHARMACY/DISPENSARY
ASSISTANT

This position on our team is for part-time 
employment with negotiable hours. 

No weekend or holidays and experience 
and training is not a requirement.

For more information please contact
Grant or Daryl at 306-747-2545.

Send resume to: 
Woodland Pharmacy Ltd.

Box 160, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Or email woodlandshellbrook@sasktel.net

Thank you for your interest. 
Please contact us with any questions.

NOTICE OF CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF CANWOOD NO. 494

Public notice is hereby given that nominations of 
candidates for the offices of:

Councillor for Division No. 1 (two-year term)
Councillor for Division No. 2
Councillor for Division No. 4
Councillor for Division No. 6

will be received by the undersigned at the municipal office 
during regular business hours until Wednesday, October 7, 
2026, at 4:00 p.m. local time.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the municipal 
office located at 641 Main Street in Canwood or from the 
website at rmofcanwood.ca.
Dated this 17th day of September, 2026.
Lorna Benson
RETURNING OFFICER
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The ability to access 
healthcare services when 
and where you need them 
(without going into crip-
pling debt) is the hallmark 
of any functioning univer-
sal healthcare system.

But for far too long now – 
and for far too many Cana-
dians – this type of health-
care has been nothing but 
a fantasy.

In recent weeks, Sas-
katchewan has provided 
some troubling examples 
of what our healthcare sys-
tem’s dysfunction looks like.

First is the story of 30-year-old 
Kirsten Hanke, a woman from Sas-
katoon who died from complications 
due to an untreated broken ankle.

According to her partner, Morgan 
Kirby, Ms. Hanke slipped and broke 
her ankle while retrieving a package 
from their front step on Aug. 12.

She was sent home from Royal 
University Hospital and scheduled 
for surgery three days later. But that 
surgery never happened because 
there was no record of the scheduled 
surgery when she arrived for it.

On Aug. 19, Ms. Hanke collapsed 
at home. And the following day, her 
family was forced to make the im-
possible decision to take her off life 
support, after learning that blood 
clots had travelled from her ankle to 
her lungs.

“This never should have happened,” 
said Shawna Hanke, Kirsten’s moth-
er, “The nurse at the hospital told us 
she shouldn’t be sent home, but there 
was nowhere for her to go. Now she’s 
gone. My daughter died of a broken 
ankle.”

“No one’s shocked, and that’s the 
scary part,” Mr. Kirby told CBC. “We 
should be shocked right now. We 
should be floored. And we’re not.”

Though there’s no official tracking, 
it’s a safe bet that thousands of peo-
ple in Saskatchewan break their an-
kles every year. 

At this point – except in the most 
severe circumstances – a broken an-
kle should be pretty standard medi-
cine, not a death sentence.

Instead, Ms. Hanke will 
join the hundreds of peo-
ple who died while waiting 
for surgeries this year (in 
2025, 333 Saskatchewa-
nians suffered this fate, 
while another 86 died wait-
ing for cancer treatment).

Along with lengthy wait-
lists for procedures, Sas-
katchewan’s healthcare 
system is also becoming 
synonymous with over-
burdened hospitals being 
forced to practice hallway 
medicine.

But just a few days after Ms. Han-
ke’s story became more publicly 
known, photos emerged that high-
light just how severe the problem has 
become.

The pictures in question are of 
72-year-old Edward Guenther, who 
was forced to lie on a hospital floor 
for more than an hour before receiv-
ing care at Royal University Hospi-
tal. 

Even after a bed became available 
for him, Mr. Guenther had to wait for 
days to be admitted to the neurology 
department and begin to figure out 
the cause of his frequent and severe 
seizures.

These, of course, are extreme ex-
amples of the healthcare system fail-
ing to provide for patients, and not 
necessarily indicative of what a per-
son will encounter in a hospital on a 
more typical day.

Even in a “perfect” healthcare sys-
tem, there will always be patients 
who slip through the cracks due to 
human error or negligence, or un-
foreseen scenarios that expose gaps 
in the system.

The trouble in Saskatchewan (and 
nearly everywhere else in Canada, 
truthfully), is that these cracks and 
gaps seem to be getting wider, and 
more and more patients are falling 
through them.

And to make matters worse in 
Saskatchewan, the Sask Party gov-
ernment doesn’t seem to be in any 
hurry to fix the system for patients or 
healthcare workers, meaning things 
are likely to get far worse before they 

get better.
Two weeks ago, members of CUPE 

Local 5430, a union representing 
more than 14,000 healthcare work-
ers in the province voted overwhelm-
ingly in favour of job actions.

According to the union, its mem-
bers have been without a contract 
since March 31, 2023, and have gone 
more than four and a half years with-
out a wage increase.

During this time, the province’s 
healthcare workers have continued 
to show up for patients.

But still, the government wants 
more from them.

According to the union, the latest 
offer from the Saskatchewan As-
sociation of Health Organizations 
(SAHO) would have required health-
care workers to make concessions to 
increase contract staffing and move 
employees farther from home with 
little notice. 

They also would have had to accept 
lower wages than their western Ca-
nadian counterparts, leaving them 
to fall further behind the pace of 
cost-of-living increases.

After the union voted 99 per cent 
in favour of job action, one would 
expect the government to sit up and 
take notice. 

But Health Minister Jeremy Cock-
rill seems to think everything is go-
ing just fine.

“Our government remains opti-
mistic that we will be able to reach 
an agreement that works for health 
care workers, patients, employers, 
and communities,” he said in a state-
ment. 

“Strike votes are a part of the col-
lective bargaining process; however, 
we remain optimistic that produc-
tive discussions at the bargaining 
table will continue.”

On the one hand, kudos to Mr. 
Cockrill for not resorting to insults 
or attempting to malign healthcare 
workers like he did the province’s 
teachers.

On the other hand, further com-
ments Mr. Cockrill has provided 
in the days since the union’s strike 
vote suggest that the SAHO won’t 
be backing down from the expec-
tation that healthcare workers will 
work farther from home (though, he 
claims this will be voluntary).

Much like working conditions for 
teachers are learning conditions for 
students, the working conditions for 
healthcare employees are the condi-
tions in which patients receive treat-
ment and recover.

For too long now, healthcare work-
ers have been asked to give more and 
more while receiving less and less.

They shouldn’t have to endure it 
any longer, and neither should their 
patients.

Healthcare strike vote 
didn’t have to happen
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Dear editor,
I believe every tax-

payer in our communi-
ty should be informed 
about the ongoing is-
sues surrounding the 
storm sewer repair proj-
ect on 1st Street East. 
This repair has been 
underway since before 
the middle of July and 
continues to incur sig-
nificant costs that are 
ultimately borne by lo-
cal taxpayers.

Near the end of July, I 
contacted the Town Of-
fice to inquire about the 
project’s timeline. At 
that time, I was assured 
that the repair was on 
track and that all nec-
essary steps were being 
taken. I was informed 
that the only outstand-
ing item was obtaining 
a quote to either reline 
or replace the damaged 
pipe.

After being away on 
holidays for two weeks, I 
contacted the Town Ad-
ministrator again upon 
my return. Once again, 
I was told that the proj-
ect was still waiting for 
a quote. When I asked 
more specific questions 
about the delay, I re-
ceived little additional 
information. Concerned 
about the lack of prog-
ress, I contacted the 
mayor, who called me 
the following day after 
attending a meeting re-
garding the repair. At 
that point, there was 
still no quote, although 
I was told the contrac-
tor would be contacted 
again. It is difficult to 
understand why a con-
tractor requiring four 
to five weeks to provide 
a quote was selected for 
a project of this impor-
tance.

A few days later, I 
was informed that a 
quote had finally been 
received. The estimat-
ed cost was slightly 
more than $300,000 
to install a liner in the 
existing pipe, and the 
decision had been made 
to proceed with that 
option. I was advised 
that the project timeline 
would be approximately 
five weeks: four weeks 
to manufacture the lin-
er and one week to in-
stall it. I was assured 
that the work would be 
completed by Sept. 29.

However, on Sept. 
23, I checked with a 
member of Council to 
confirm that every-

thing was proceeding 
according to plan and 
was informed that the 
liner had not yet been 
ordered, let alone man-
ufactured.

This delay is particu-
larly concerning when 
considering the ongoing 
costs associated with 
maintaining the bypass 
system. While I do not 
have access to the actu-
al operating costs, a rea-
sonable estimate sug-
gests that each pump 
and operator could cost 
in the range of $100 per 
hour. Based on those 
assumptions, the two 
pumps originally oper-
ating on-site, combined 
with the required man-
power, could amount to 
approximately $7,200 

per day in operating ex-
penses. Over a month, 
that represents more 
than $216,000 in addi-
tional costs to taxpay-
ers.

What is even more 
troubling is that, ap-
proximately two weeks 
ago, additional wells 
were installed and two 
more pumps were added 
to the site in preparation 
for the liner installation. 
This effectively doubled 
the pumping capacity 
from two pumps to four, 
potentially increas-
ing the daily operating 
costs significantly while 
the project remained 
stalled. Yet, despite 
these preparations, I 
was informed that the 
liner had still not been 

ordered.
I have also been told 

that the contractor can-
not order the liner until 
the pipe has been mea-
sured on-site. If that is 
the case, it raises a le-
gitimate question as to 
how a quote was provid-
ed in late August if the 
measurements required 
for manufacturing had 
not yet been completed.

Based on the esti-
mated operating costs, 
each additional month 
of delay could poten-
tially add hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to 
the overall cost of the 
project. If completion 
is now pushed from 
late September into 
late October, taxpayers 
may ultimately face an 
additional $400,000 
to $500,000 in costs 
that might have been 
avoided through more 
proactive project man-
agement, oversight, and 
accountability.

In my opinion, if 

this project had been 
managed efficiently, it 
could likely have been 
completed within six to 
eight weeks. Instead, 
we are now looking at 
a timeline extending 
into late October, with 
no clear explanation for 
the delays that have oc-
curred since July.

As our community’s 
infrastructure contin-
ues to age, we can ex-
pect more projects of 
this nature in the fu-
ture. It is critical that 
major infrastructure 
repairs are managed 
proactively, with clear 
accountability, effec-
tive project oversight, 
and timely communica-
tion. Taxpayers deserve 
confidence that public 
funds are being used 
responsibly and that 
delays are minimized 
wherever possible.

I am not question-
ing the need for the 
repair itself. Rather, I 
am questioning the ap-

parent lack of urgency, 
oversight, and proj-
ect management that 
has allowed a critical 
infrastructure repair 
to drag on for months 
while significant costs 
continue to accumu-
late. Taxpayers deserve 
transparency regarding 
the timeline, the actual 
costs incurred to date, 
and the measures be-
ing taken to ensure this 
project is completed as 
quickly and efficiently 
as possible.

The cost figures refer-
enced in this letter are 
estimates based on as-
sumed equipment and 
labour rates and have 
not been independently 
verified. However, even 
if the actual costs differ 
from these estimates, it 
is clear that prolonged 
delays on a project of 
this scale carry sub-
stantial financial conse-
quences for taxpayers.

Greg Skrupski,
Shellbrook, Sask.

Your Two Cents~
Storm sewer repair raises concerns, questions

NOW 
OPEN!

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
AND EMERGENCIES

306-883-3366
107 Main Street, 

Spiritwood, SK S0J 2M0
MON – FRI: 9AM TO 5PM

spiritwooddentalclinic.ca

Cow on the mooove 
in Shellbrook

Udder chaos gripped Shellbrook on Friday, 
Sept. 25, when a cow got loose in town and 
wandered across Main Street by Shellbrook 
Elementary School. A group of intrepid wran-
glers eventually corralled the rogue bovine 
in the partially enclosed parking area behind 
an apartment building to wait for its owner to 
come pick it up. � By JORDAN TWISS, 
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

26101BS0
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The federal government will not re-
verse course on plans to close down 
several agriculture research facilities 
across the country.

The government announced its de-
cision to stay the course last week in 
its response to a report tabled by the 
House of Commons Standing Com-
mittee on Agriculture and Agri-Food 
in May.

At the end of January, to save mon-
ey and trim burgeoning government 
ranks, Prime Minister Mark Carney’s 
federal government announced cuts 
to staffing at Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada (AAFC). Almost im-
mediately, 665 department positions 
were eliminated, and more than 
1,000 employees received termina-
tion notices.

Additionally, AAFC announced 

the closure of research facilities in 
Guelph, Ont., Québec City, and La-
combe, Alta., as well as satellite re-
search farms in Indian Head, Sask., 
Scott, Sask., Portage la Prairie, Man., 
and Nappan, N.S., and the Organic 
and Regenerative Research Program 
headquartered at Swift Current.

Commissioned to study the gov-
ernment’s planned closures, the 
Standing Committee on Agriculture 
and Agri-Food reviewed two dozen 
in-person witness testimonies and 15 
written briefs, all of them opposed to 
the closures, and recommended that 
the government reverse the planned 
cuts.

The committee’s report also called 
on the federal government to: rec-
ognize the agriculture and agri-food 
industry as a strategic sector on par 
with energy in terms of national se-
curity and food security as a nation-
al security issue; table a site-specific 

cost-benefit analysis to justify the 
proposed closures and assess the ir-
reversibility profile of the closures; 
and develop and implement a strate-
gy to strengthen collaboration across 
the agriculture and agri-food innova-
tion ecosystem.

Absent a change of course, the re-
port recommended that the feder-
al government table an action plan 
setting out how research conducted 
by the research centres and experi-
mental farms affected by proposed 
closures or cuts would continue and 
how much funding would go toward 
its research projects.

In its formal response to the stand-
ing committee, the government ac-
knowledged or agreed with each of 
its 20 recommendations, but refused 
to change course, citing its “deliber-
ate shift to prioritize investment in 
research expertise and activities over 
operations and maintenance costs.”

The government also said the deci-
sion won’t mean the end of all scien-
tific activities undertaken by it, add-
ing that 17 research centres remain 
open across the country, and suggest-
ed that private sector research will 
fill any gaps created by its decision.

While the closures will still pro-
ceed, the agriculture research farms 
in Indian Head and Scott, Sask., will 
stay open for the foreseeable future, 
thanks to an MOU signed by Sas-
katchewan’s Ministry of Agriculture 
and AAFC in July.

However, the MOU does not in-

clude reinstating Swift Current’s 
Organic and Regenerative Research 
Program, which was the only pro-
gram of its kind in the country.

The Agriculture Union and the Na-
tional Farmers Union both said they 
are deeply dismayed by the federal 
government’s refusal to change its 
mind.

“The government’s response to this 
report today allows them to close the 
book and move on as if nothing has 
happened,” said Milton Dyck, nation-
al president of the Agriculture Union, 
in a statement. 

“But they’re moving on and mov-
ing away from hundreds of years of 
public agricultural research. They’re 
moving on from hundreds of good 
jobs in farming communities. And 
they’re turning their backs on 3 mil-
lion Canadians who suffer from food 
allergies and who depend on the 
work of the CFIA lab in Longueuil.”

“Long-term organically managed 
field trials and regionally adapted 
systems research at these facilities 
are national scientific assets that 
cannot be recreated once lost,” added 
Phil Mount, vice president of Policy 
of the National Farmers Union, in a 
statement. 

“Minor savings from these closures 
tell you everything you need to know 
about how little this government and 
Minister understand and value re-
turn on investment in research, or 
resilience in regional farming com-
munities.”

Feds stay course on research farm closures

26103GE1



The Port of Churchill 
has long been seen by 
at least some as a vast-
ly under-utilized Cana-
dian asset in terms of 
trade.

The Port of Chur-
chill is Canada’s only 
deep-water Arctic sea-
port connected to a 
railway. For producers 
in Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba – of both ag-
ricultural crops and 
minerals like potash – it 
is the shortest rail haul 
to open water.

For years the Hudson 
Bay Route Association 
(HBRA) lobbied for 
broader use of the port, 
with Willis Richford of 
Norquay, Sask., a vocal 
champion of that effort.

For decades, Richford 
and the HBRA lobbied 
governments and the 
agricultural sector to 
utilize and upgrade the 
Port of Churchill.

But for more than half 
a decade the port sat ba-
sically unused.

The facility, now un-
der the ownership of the 
Arctic Gateway Group 
— an Indigenous- and 
c o m m u n i t y - o w n e d 
Manitoba company that 
owns and operates the 
Port of Churchill — has 
become a focal point 
for massive expansion 
proposals, including 
a multi-billion-dollar 
provincial push to de-
velop an Arctic trade 
corridor for critical 
minerals and clean en-
ergy.

Recently, the first 
grain ship to leave 
Churchill since 2020 
loaded up in August.

The ship was bound 
for Europe, with 30,000 
tonnes of Saskatchewan 
durum wheat. It’s part of 
a new multi-year part-
nership between port 
owners Arctic Gateway 
Group and Saskatche-
wan’s AGT Foods. Two 
additional grain vessels 
are expected at Chur-
chill this season.

That shipment bound 
for Europe has taken on 
far greater significance 
in recent days, as Can-
ada looks to find trade 
partners it can trust 
in the wake of Ameri-
can president Donald 
Trump’s heavy hand-
ed bullying in trying 
to force Canada into a 
new deal to the Cana-
da-United States-Mexi-
co Agreement. Trump’s 
tantrum-like response 
has been a wave of rela-
tionship killing tariffs.

But the U.S. is not the 
only country Canada 
can trade with.

Recently, European 

Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen 
opened the door for 
Canada to become an 
“associate member” of 
the European Union. 
She spoke of stronger 
co-operation between 
Europe and Canada in 
Strasbourg, France.

In her state of the 
union address, she said 
the two must re-imag-
ine their partnership, 
and move beyond just a 
free-trade agreement.

What such an arrange-
ment could mean is far 
from clear at this point, 
with the “devil being in 
the details” as they say.

However, the EU is 
a huge market, and in-
creased trade through 
any new association 
would be a huge step 
in offsetting the uncer-
tainty of the Trump-ef-
fect.

And that brings us 
back to the Port of Chur-
chill as a very viable op-
tion to load ships bound 

for that expanded mar-
ket – something that 
would have made Willis 
Richford smile.

As it turns out, the 
governments of Canada 
and Manitoba, along-
side the Arctic Gateway 
Group, are talking new 
research confirming the 
feasibility of year-round 
shipping from the Port 
of Churchill using exist-
ing ice-class vessels, ac-
cording to a recent press 
release from Manitoba 
Premier Wab Kinew and 
federal Northern and 
Arctic Affairs Minister 
Rebecca Chartrand. 

Ice freezing over the 
bay has long been a 
major barrier to ship-
ping reducing it to a few 
weeks each summer, 
but changing sea-ice 
conditions are expected 
to make marine access 
increasingly favourable 
over the coming de-
cades.

“These studies are 
clear: year-round ship-

ping out of the Port of 
Churchill is achievable 
today,” Kinew said in 
the release. “This break-
through means we can 
stop asking if year-
round shipping from 
Churchill is possible and 
start building the infra-
structure and attracting 
the investment we need 
to get it done. Now is the 
time for industry, inves-
tors and governments in 
Canada and around the 
world to invest in Chur-
chill so we can build new 
trading partnerships 
that are fair and mutu-
ally beneficial, while we 
decrease our reliance on 
the United States.”

The effort to build on 
the Port of Churchill as 
a year-round facility 
seems to dovetail nicely 
with an expanded trade 
future less reliant on 
the U.S., whose bellig-
erent leader who seems 
to hold little respect 
for that country’s trade 
partners.

Port of Churchill investment opens doors

Crop Report: Sept. 15 to 21
By MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

Submitted

Harvest progress is picking up across Saskatch-
ewan. However, rainfall, high humidity and wet 
field conditions slowed progress in the eastern 
part of the province and delayed harvest opera-
tions in the west. Wet conditions and high humid-
ity are also affecting crop quality in some areas, 
with cereal and pulse crops still in the field expe-
riencing poor quality and sprouting. High tem-
peratures over the weekend and into this coming 
week will help farmers progress or finish up.  

The provincial harvest progress is 41 per cent 
complete, behind the five-year average of 82 
per cent and 10-year average of 73 per cent. The 
southwest continues to lead in harvest progress at 
67 per cent followed by the west-central region at 
45 per cent complete. The southeast and east-cen-
tral areas are 38 per cent and 29 per cent com-
plete, respectively. The northwest sits at 26 per 
cent complete while the northeast sits at 24 per 
cent complete.

Winter cereals, pulses and spring-seeded cereal 
crops continue to account for most harvest prog-
ress, with winter cereal harvest nearly complete.  

Significant rain was recorded in parts of the 
province early in the week with the heaviest 

amounts reported in the southeast. The Moo-
somin area recorded 75 millimetres (mm) and 
Bethune area 54 mm. The Alida and Carnduff ar-
eas received 34 and 32 mm, respectively.

Topsoil moisture remains mostly adequate in 
cropland, hayland and pastures this past week.

In many parts of the province, weather condi-
tions during the growing season had a significant 
impact on crop yields. A full summary of estimat-
ed crop yields for all regions can be viewed in the 
estimated crop yields table.

Since August, pasture conditions have improved 
significantly. Provincially, 13 per cent of pastures 
are in excellent condition, 58 per cent in good con-
dition, 21 per cent in fair condition, 7 per cent in 
poor condition and 1 per cent in very poor condi-
tion.  

This week most crop damage was caused by 
flooding and wind with some reports of low-lying 
areas lost to water accumulation. Waterfowl dam-
age was more prevalent this week as geese, cranes 
and other waterfowl move across the province.

Harvest is a very busy and stressful time. We 
would like to remind producers that the Farm 
Stress Line is available to provide support toll free 
at 1-800-667-4442.

With an increased number of machinery fires, 
we would like to remind producers to have fire mit-

igation resources ready, blow off their combines 
regularly and take precautions when working 
around power lines. The public is also reminded 
to exercise caution when encountering machinery 
and equipment travelling on roadways.

A complete, printable version of the Crop Report 
is available online.
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Calvin

Daniels

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

ELECT
q SCOTT LAMBIE
on October 14th, 2026

for your Mayor
Town of Shellbrook

Notice of Call 
for Nominations

BY-ELECTION
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF SHELLBROOK NO. 493

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations of 
candidates for the office(s) of:

COUNCILLOR – DIVISION 1
COUNCILLOR – DIVISION 5

will be received by the undersigned at the RM office 
Monday through Friday, 8:30am to 4:00pm until 
Wednesday, October 21, 2026.
Nomination forms may be obtained at the Municipal 
Office, 71 Main Street, Shellbrook, or by emailing 
admin.493@sasktel.net.
Dated this 25th day of September, 2026.
Alicia tenBos
Returning Officer
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By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Herald 

Reporter

The Love and Laugh-
ter Daycare in Spirit-
wood completed its sec-
ond year of a Jail & Bail 

fundraiser and banked 
over $7,000 to be put 
toward decreasing the 
waiting list for clients. 

With a goal of 50 
spaces in total, the 
Board is currently ren-
ovating a second space 

that was purchased 
nearly two years ago 
in order to add 2 spac-
es. The waiting list sits 
at 64, and the target 
date is for springtime 
of 2027 to have renova-
tions completed. 

Delays due to en-
gineering and archi-
tectural reports have 
extended the timeline 
for the committee, and 
that means more time 
to gather money for the 
expansion project.

To that end, the “Jail 
& Bail” event, com-
bined with a barbecue 
and bake sale, was held 
on Sept. 22 at the site of 
the new daycare. 

With 33 “criminals” 
being charged with 
various crimes such 
as “First Degree Truth 
Telling” and “Aggra-
vated Smiling Caus-
ing Public Joy,” the 
good-natured array 
of criminals dutifully 
raised the bail as as-
sessed by the Board. 

Anyone not meeting 
their goal was brought 
in to face the Board and 
sit in the confines of a 
“cell” at the barbecue 
until they had finished 
raising their bond.

Spiritwood daycare jails locals for money

Autumn and spring flowering bulbs
By PATRICIA HANBIDGE

Orchid Horticulture

Autumn is truly a wondrous season. As 
it cools off overnight, by the next afternoon 
it is often quite warm. It is when this hap-
pens that our focus should turn to think-
ing about planting spring flowering bulbs. 
They are simple and inexpensive to plant 
and require very little upkeep. They are 
seasonal drought evaders as they grow and 
bloom in the spring when there is mois-
ture available and come the hot, dry sum-
mer months, they are happily dormant in 
the ground. It is important to plant spring 
flowering bulbs in the fall as they require 
a cold period (stratification) in order for 
them to initiate bloom. They include tulips, 

daffodils, crocus, muscari, ornamental al-
liums and more. 

It used to be that there was very little se-
lection of what you could plant and those 
spring flowering bulbs just got bigger and 
showier with each year that passed. Now, 
the sky’s the limit when choosing what to 
plant. As far a tulips go, there is the large 
classic Darwin tulips, but now species, 
double, parrot, fringed and lily flowering 
tulips are all possible. However, what we 
gain in variety, we lose in longevity. Al-
though they are not considered a true an-
nual, the wilder the tulip is to look at will 
require planting new bulbs each fall. The 
old way of planting tulips once is unfortu-
nately no longer the norm. It is possible if 
your tastes are modest to have your tulips 

grace your garden each and every spring. 
We need to remember where we live and 

use our hardiness zone guidelines on what 
we can plant. Remember that it is the wa-
ter in the soil pores that freezes and not 
the mineral part of the soil. So ensure that 
where you plant you also water the bulbs 
in if we do not get rainfall prior to winter. 
Moist soil is less cold and will keep your 
bulbs in good health. When purchasing 
bulbs – remember that in this case, size re-
ally does matter a lot! The bigger the bulb 
is means the plant will be more robust and 
have the ability to create amazing blooms.

Species tulips and other small bulbs 
like scilla, muscari and squill are all great 
choices and can be naturalized easily in 
lawn areas. Planting bulbs in turf is fine as 

long as it is understood that the lawn can-
not be mowed in spring until the bulbs die 
down as this feeds the bulb and allows the 
lifecycle to continue. 

Spring flowering bulbs need to be plant-
ed in well-drained soil and in an area that 
will not hold water when the snow melts. 
The best time to plant them is September, 
but do not fear, I have planted them as late 
as November and still had great success. 
They need to grow some roots and settle 
in prior to the cold winter starting. Over 
the winter they are dormant, but as the 
soil warms in spring they continue their 
growth and grace our gardens with lots of 
colour. 

I have been struggling with trying to 
choose what I will add to the garden for 
next spring. I do not really understand why 
this is such a challenge as regardless of 
what I choose, the spring garden is always 
beautiful! The last couple of years I have 
been including some ornamental allium, 
but it is essential to remember to cut off 
the blooms prior to the seeds sowing them-
selves. It is very easy to fill in a lot of spaces 
with these well-seeded plants. However, if 
you are looking for a self-seeding bed, then 
by all means let the seeds do what seeds do! 

Good luck with planning your spring 
blooms! 

Remember that as we get closer to 
Thanksgiving Day, I invite you to share 
an image or a few words on what you are 
thankful for in your life. Let’s keep it relat-
ed to the garden, but your perspective of 
the sky, or the earth in your garden count 
as being worthy of a snapshot or a com-
ment. I am already hearing from some of 
you and as we get closer to Thanksgiving, I 
will share with you some of what has been 
shared with me.

Hanbidge is the Lead Horticulturist 
with Orchid Horticulture. Find us at www.
orchidhort.com; by email at growyourfu-
ture@gmail.com on facebook @orchid-
hort and on instagram at #orchidhort.

Notorious criminal Rosanna Franson was bust-
ed for being “Slicy McSlicy.”

Board members Michelle Brule and Kiera Andres serve burgers and 
baking.



My name is Jason Good, 
and I’ve had the pleasure of 
calling Shellbrook home for 
the past five years. My wife 
Pam and our family have 
embraced this wonderful 
community, which has been 
a perfect fit. I’m originally 
from Shell Lake and grew up 
in Battleford before spending 
much of my life in Saskatoon, 
so I know firsthand the val-
ue of small-town living and 
strong community connec-
tions.

I have had the pleasure of 
serving on the Shellbrook 
Theatre Committee, where 
we’re focused on enhancing 
the theatre and its programs 
to provide greater opportu-
nities for local entertainment 
and engagement. 

I have also proudly served 

two terms on the Alzheimer 
Society of Saskatchewan 
Board of Directors. Serving 
on this board allowed me to 
contribute to an organization 
making a meaningful im-
pact while gaining valuable 
experience in governance, 
strategic decision-making, 
financial stewardship, and 
organizational leadership. 
The role strengthened my 
ability to collaborate with di-
verse stakeholders and pro-
vide oversight that supports 
long-term sustainability and 
success.

Professionally, I work as 
the Accounting Manager for 
the Expert Accounting de-
partment at Mega Group, a 
Saskatoon-based company. 
In my role, I oversee a team 
of twelve, managing the day-

to-day accounting functions 
for 36 independent compa-
nies across Canada. This ex-
perience has given me a deep 
understanding of financial 
management and the oppor-
tunity to coach clients, one of 
my passions, helping small 
businesses grow and prosper. 

Alongside my responsibil-
ities at Mega Group, I con-
tinue my passion for helping 
entrepreneurs and small 
business owners through my 
personal venture, J. Good & 
Co. Accounting & Advisory, 
where I provide guidance, 
coaching, and strategic fi-
nancial insight to help busi-
nesses grow, improve prof-
itability, and achieve their 
long-term goals.

As a candidate for Mayor, 
my focus will be on fiscal re-

sponsibility, transparency, 
and collaborative leadership. 
I believe Shellbrook deserves 
a leader committed to sus-
tainable, responsible finan-
cial practices while fostering 

a culture of trust, account-
ability, and open communi-
cation. 

Throughout my career, I 
have learned that strong or-
ganizations are built on clear 
goals, honest conversations, 
and a shared commitment to 
results. I intend to bring the 
same leadership approach to 
council that I use with my 
teams and clients: listening 
to diverse perspectives, en-
couraging constructive dia-
logue, building consensus, 
and keeping the long-term 
interests of the community 
at the forefront of every de-
cision.

I look forward to serv-
ing Shellbrook and working 
alongside the other council 
members to make our town 
even better.

Jason Good for Shellbrook Mayor

Scott Lambie for Shellbrook Mayor
I am proud to call Shell-

brook home and have lived in 
this community for the past 
two years. Since moving here, 
I have enjoyed becoming an 
active part of the community, 
including participating in se-
nior golf, getting to know fel-
low residents, and appreciat-
ing the people and character 
that make Shellbrook such a 
great place to live.

Before retiring, I spent 
25 years as a manager with 
Orkin Pest Control. During 
that time, I learned the im-
portance of listening to peo-
ple, building strong relation-
ships, making responsible 
decisions, and understanding 
what it takes for an organiza-
tion to be successful. When 

I started, the branch had 
annual revenue of approxi-
mately $1.1 million, and by 
the time I retired, the branch 
had grown to approximately 
$4.4 million. I am proud of 
that growth because it was 
achieved through hard work, 
practical decision-making, 
and working together toward 
a common goal.

One of my biggest passions 
is Christmas lights. My en-
thusiasm for bringing extra 
Christmas spirit to the com-
munity led me to take part in 
Shellbrook’s Christmas Light 
Twinkle Tour, where my 
display won last year. I was 
also honoured to receive the 
Queen Elizabeth II Platinum 
Jubilee Medal in Saskatoon 

for my Christmas lights and 
work within the community. 

I am also a recent widower 
and proud grandfather. My 

grandson attends the local 
high school, giving me a per-
sonal connection to the fam-
ilies and young people who 
call Shellbrook home.

I am proud to be running 
for mayor because I care 
deeply about this communi-
ty and want to do my part to 
help Shellbrook continue to 
grow and thrive. I also under-
stand that the cost of nearly 
everything has gone up, and 
I believe it is important to 
make practical, responsible 
decisions that respect resi-
dents and the pressures fam-
ilies, seniors, and local busi-
nesses are facing.

If elected your mayor, I 
would focus on practical 
community priorities, includ-

ing improving Shellbrook’s 
roads, addressing serious 
concerns with water quality, 
and working toward a new 
fire hall. Shellbrook has a 
busy fire department, and I 
do not believe it is acceptable 
for firefighters to continue 
operating out of a small ga-
rage that does not properly 
support the important work 
they do for our community. 

Residents deserve depend-
able, quality water, and water 
infrastructure needs to be 
treated as a real priority.

After two years of calling 
Shellbrook home, I am ready 
to put my time, energy, and 
commitment toward serving 
the community I am proud to 
be part of.

Jason Good.
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Scott Lambie.

Dawn McClellan for Shellbrook Mayor
My name is Dawn McClel-

lan, and I am proud to put my 
name forward for Mayor of 
the Town of Shellbrook.

For those who may not 
know me, I have lived and 
worked in the Shellbrook 
community since 2022 and 
have had the opportunity to 
work directly with residents, 
businesses, community or-
ganizations, and many of the 
people who help keep our 
community moving. 

My experience working 
in the Town Office also gave 
me valuable insight into mu-
nicipal operations and, more 
importantly, reinforced how 
important communication, 
accountability, and service to 
residents truly are.

I am also a mom, and I 
understand the pressures 
families are facing with ris-
ing costs and an uncertain 
economy. Municipal govern-
ment cannot control all of 
those challenges, but we can 

be thoughtful about how we 
spend taxpayers’ dollars and 
make decisions that consid-
er the people who ultimately 
pay for them.

One of my biggest priorities 
is the water treatment plant. 
This is a major investment in 
Shellbrook’s future, and we 
need to carefully consider the 
cost, our long-term needs, 

and what is sustainable for 
taxpayers. Residents also 
deserve clear and open com-
munication throughout that 
process.

I want to bring a new voice 
to Council, with a strong fo-
cus on accountability and 
transparency. To me, ac-
countability means listen-
ing, asking questions, having 
honest conversations, and 
being willing to explain the 
decisions being made on be-
half of our community.

I want Shellbrook to be a 
place where families can af-
ford to live, have opportuni-
ties to get involved, and feel 
connected to their commu-
nity. Recreation plays a big 
part in that. Our rink, sports 
grounds, pool, programs, 
volunteers, and communi-
ty organizations bring peo-
ple together and help make 
Shellbrook a place people are 
proud to call home.

I also believe there is op-

portunity for responsible 
growth. We already have a 
strong foundation of local 
businesses, families, volun-
teers, organizations, and peo-
ple who genuinely care about 
this community. 

Growth doesn’t mean 
changing who we are; it 
means building on those 
strengths, welcoming new 
opportunities, and planning 

responsibly for the future.
I don’t have all the answers, 

and I don’t believe any one 
person does. I will listen, 
ask questions, work collabo-
ratively, and approach deci-
sions with the best interests 
of our community in mind.

Shellbrook already has so 
much to be proud of. I am ex-
cited about what we can build 
together.

Dawn McClellan.

Shellbrook Chronicle Website
www.shellbrookchronicle.com

Spiritwood Herald Website
www.spiritwoodherald.com

Check 
it out!
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It is with profound 
sadness that we an-
nounce the passing of 
Rodney Olaf Gjerde, age 
64, on September 16, 
2026, in Shellbrook, SK. 
Rod was born on Febru-
ary 4, 1962, in Vancou-

ver, BC to Per and Ruth 
(née Anderson) Gjerde, 
and was the baby broth-
er to Anita.

He grew up in Van-
couver and was an ac-
tive child, participating 
in Scouts, Soccer, and 
Football, but most of all 
loved music. He attend-
ed Vancouver Technical 
School, where he grad-
uated grade 12 as a full 
journeyman mechanic 
and developed a love of 
woodwork.

Rod spent most child-
hood summers in Sas-
katchewan, and his love 
for the area brought him 
here in 1985, where he 
met his first wife, Sher-

ry, and raised his chil-
dren Dinelle & Kristian. 
In 1999 Rod broke land 
at Fish Lake and made 
it the family home. Rod 
met the love of his life, 
Carol and her daughter 
Kali in 2007 and in 2010 
they built their dream 
home at the lake. Rod’s 
three children, eight 
grandchildren (and one 
on the way), were his 
entire world. He went 
out of his way to attend 
every event, including 
sports, birthdays, and 
house renos. 

Rod was a mechanic/
carpenter/bar-owner… 
a true jack-of-all trades. 
But above all, he was 

a musician. His love of 
music took him all over 
Western Canada. He was 
a member of countless 
bands, a talented song-
writer, and an SCMA 
award-winner. Rod was 
known for his velvety, 
classic-country voice. 
His friends in the music 
industry became his sec-
ond family. 

Rod will be deeply 
missed by the ones he 
left behind, his mother 
Ruth; his sister Anita; his 
father-in-law Alfred; his 
wife Carol; his daughter 
Dinelle, her five kids and 
her partner Dwayne; his 
son Kristian, his wife 
Katelin, and their three 

children; his daughter 
Kali, her husband Kayne, 
and their baby due this 
spring; his siblings-in-
law Wilfred, Lorraine 
(Larry), and Ken (Lori); 
along with many nieces, 
nephews, and numerous 
family and friends all 
over the world.

He is predeceased by 
his father Per; his niece 
Maria; his mother-in-
law Helen; and his sister-
in-law Barb.

The celebration of life 
was held at 2:00pm on 
Saturday, September 26, 
2026, at the Canwood 
Elks Hall (640, 2nd Ave 
E, Canwood, SK). A time 
of refreshments and fel-

lowship followed the ser-
vice, followed by an open 
mic Jam Session. 

In lieu of tributes, me-
morial donations may be 
made in memory of Rod 
to S.T.A.R.S Air Ambu-
lance (Hanger 21 2475 
Airport Rd, Saskatoon, 
SK S7L 1M4). 

Family and friends 
wishing to send online 
condolences are wel-
come to visit www.beau-
lacfuneralhome.com. 
Arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care 
of Beau “Lac” Funeral 
Home and Crematorium, 
Tammy Smart, Funeral 
Director, Shellbrook, SK 
306-747-2828.

Obituaries
~

Rodney Olaf Gjerde

Earl Howard Jewitt, 
late of the RM of Shell-
brook, SK, passed away 
peacefully at Victoria 
Hospital in Prince Albert 
on Monday, September 
21, 2026, surrounded by 
family.  

Earl was born on 
March 11, 1932, in Wem-

bley, Alberta, the only 
son of Howard and Ole-
fa Jewitt. In 1934, the 
family returned to Shell-
brook, SK, where he grew 
up and attended school. 
Raised on the family 
farm, he developed a life-
long love of the land and 
farming.  

He met Ruth Sonnen-
berg in 1955. They fell 
in love and married in 
1958. After working away 
for several years - first in 
Humboldt, SK, and later 
in Cadillac, SK - an op-
portunity arose to rent 
land and farm with his 
dad. Earl returned to 
Shellbrook, SK, in 1964 
with Ruth, Janine and 
Lorene, their two eldest 
daughters.  

He had tremendous 

drive and a strong work 
ethic, and he had a goal 
to farm his own land. 
He worked as an elec-
trician, rented land, and 
later gained ownership of 
the home place.  During 
this time Kirsten and 
Erin their two youngest 
daughters were born. 
Earl continued farming 
until his retirement in 
2001 and remained on 
the farm until his pass-
ing.  

The farm was more 
than a place to him—it 
was his home, his live-
lihood, and a source of 
great pride. It was also 
the place where he and 
Ruth built their life and 
raised their family. He 
leaves a wonderful legacy 
behind.  

Earl was much more 
than a hard-working 
farmer. He was a devot-
ed husband, father, and 
grandfather; a skilled 
handyman, a problem 
solver, and a true “jack 
of all trades” with a vast 
and diverse wealth of 
knowledge. He loved to 
learn and he loved to 
laugh. He was always 
active and very fit, even 
into his 90’s. He never 
needed to be the center 
of attention to make an 
impact.  He was humble 
and unpretentious. He 
gave people the bene-
fit of the doubt. He was 
grateful for simple things 
and quietly lived his life 
— working, fixing things, 
reading, learning, laugh-
ing, staying active, and 
loving his family.   

Earl will be lovingly 
remembered by his 

wife of 68 years, Ruth; 
daughter, Janine and her 
sons, Nolan and Aidan 
Merryweather; daughter 
Lorene; daughter 
Kirsten; daughter Erin, 
her husband Todd Black, 
and their sons, Ryersen 
and Marshall Black; 
as well as his extended 
family and many friends.   

He was predeceased by 
his parents Howard and 
Olefa Jewitt; his sisters 
Alice Gelinas and Elaine 
Gatzke; and his son-in-
law Garth Merryweather.  

Earl’s Celebration of 
Life was held at 2:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, September 
26, 2026, at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in 
Shellbrook, SK. For any-
one unable to attend the 
service, this link https://
facebook.com/sbcspar-
ish will take you to St. 
John’s Facebook page, 

where you will be able to 
watch the live stream on 
Saturday, September 26, 
2026. 

In lieu of tributes, me-
morial donations may be 
made in Earl’s memory 
to St. John’s Lutheran 
Church or the Bright-
holme Cemetery Fund 
(Box 41, Leask, SK S0J 
1M0) or the Shellbrook 
and District Health Ser-
vices Foundation (Box 
33, Shellbrook, SK S0J 
2E0). 

Family and friends 
wishing to send online 
condolences are welcome 
to visit www.beaulac-
funeralhome.com. Ar-
rangements have been 
entrusted to the care 
of Beau “Lac” Funeral 
Home and Crematorium, 
Lynn Anderson, Funeral 
Director, Shellbrook, SK 
306-747-2828.

Earl Howard Jewitt

It is with heavy hearts 
that we announce the 
passing of Clarence Pister. 
Clarence passed away at 
Big River on September 15, 
2026, at the age of 89. Clar-
ence was born to Peter and 
Martha Pister on June 16, 
1937, in Prince Albert, SK. 
He was the 5th child of 8 
siblings plus a sister, Shir-
ley, that died in infancy. 

The family lived in 
Garthland, SK until mov-
ing to Big River, SK in ap-
proximately 1942. Here he 
went to school until Grade 
9 after which he started 
his work career. Clarence 
spent most of his life work-
ing in the forest industry, 
from skidding logs in the 
bush with a horse team in 
the winter to booming logs 
down Cowan in the sum-
mer with his father. He 
eventually starting work 
at the Big River Saw Mill 
where he worked until 
retirement. It was during 
these years that he part-
nered with his brother, 
Wilf, becoming the “Pister 
Bros” with a backhoe and 
a small cattle farm. 

Clarence married Pris-
cilla (Bo) Nicholson on 
May 8, 1958. They had 4 
children, Brent, Brenda, 

Rhonda and Ryan. They 
lived out on the farm by 
Delaronde Lake until re-
tiring to town in 2005. 

Clarence loved to play 
hockey. He started at the 
age of 8 playing school 
hockey. Goal tending was 
his position of choice. 
When asked why he al-
ways wanted to be the 
goalie he said, “because 
the goalie gets to play the 
whole game”. He said he 
was self taught, learning 
from his mistakes. He 
played on the Big River 
teams, Legion, Braves and 
any surrounding towns 
that needed him. Another 
of his most favorite things 
to do was to go fishing. 
Whether it was ice fishing 
in his hut on Cowan and 
Delaronde or in his boat 
on the lake. A day spent 
fishing was never a waste. 

Clarence was a hard-
working man who took 
pride in his work and in 
providing for his family. 
He was a man who appre-
ciated working with his 
hands and could always 
find satisfaction in build-
ing, fixing, and creating 
something useful. Over 
the years, he has created 
many wood projects that 
he has donated and gifted 
to various organizations 
and people. He was always 
happy to lend a hand, offer 
advice or show someone 
how to do something. 

Clarence treasured his 
time spent together with 
family and friends and 
the many memories made 
over the years. He was es-
pecially proud of his grand 
kids and great grand kids 
and loved spending time 
with them. His kindness, 
strength, humor and will-
ingness to lend a helping 
hand will be deeply missed 

by all who knew and loved 
him. His memory will live 
on in the hearts of his fam-
ily and friends, and all the 
lives he touched. He will 
be deeply missed and lov-
ingly remembered. 

He is survived by his wife 
Priscilla; his son Brent 
(Linda) and their sons 
Jayson, Matthew (Sarah) 
and children Emma and 
Liam; his daughter Brenda 
and her children David 
(Lori and their children 
Tori and Parker), Gwen 
(her daughter Lexie), and 
Becky (Adam and their 
daughters, Sadie, Nora, 
Greta and Dottie); his 
daughter Rhonda and her 
children Jordan (Alerose 
and their daughter 
Octavia) and Rachel 
(Tegan and their children 
Holden and Hazel); his 
son Ryan (Gaytan) and 
their children Cody, 
James, Megan, Jordan 
and Ashley; two sisters 

Gladys and Barbara 
(Darcy); his sister-in-law 
Nadine (Shaun); his sister-
in-law Marie. 

He is predeceased by his 
parents Peter and Martha; 
his siblings Katherine, 
Edna, Wilfred, Vernon, 
Stanley and infant Shirley; 
a son-in-law Brad.

A private family funeral 
will be held at a later date. 

In lieu of tributes, me-
morial donations may be 
made in memory of Clar-
ence to the Lakewood 
Lodge Auxiliary (Box 846 
Big River, SK S0J 0E0).

Family and friends 
wishing to send online 
condolences are welcome 
to visit www.beaulacfu-
neralhome.com. Arrange-
ments have been entrust-
ed to the care of Beau 
“Lac” Funeral Home and 
Crematorium, Lynn An-
derson, Funeral Director, 
Shellbrook, SK 306-747-
2828.

Clarence Pister



As the National 
Hockey League 2026-
27 season embarks on 
its earliest ever start, 
now would be an appro-
priate time to dial up 
the annual NHL Ques-
tionnaire. All those 
with perfect scores can 
reward themselves by 
watching old Rock ’Em, 
Sock ’Em videos.

1.	 Connor Hel-
lebuyck stunned the 
Winnipeg fan base over 
the summer by going 
public with his request 
for a trade out of the 
Manitoba capital. He 
did this because:

a) The Jets’ blue 
sweaters clash with his 
dark hair.

b) Upset with the 
Jets’ accounting office 
continually misspelling 
his name on his pay-
cheques.

c) As a proud Amer-
ican, not thrilled with 
Manitoba Premier Wab 
Kinew’s cheap shots at 
Trump.

2. NHL teams will 
each play 84 games this 
year, up from 82, be-
cause:

a) Owners felt the 
regular season just 
wasn’t long enough.

b) If playing in June is 
okay, finishing the sea-
son in July will proba-
bly be better.

c) More money, baby!
3. All eyes will be on 

the Maple Leafs’ No. 1 
draft pick Gavin McK-
enna as he starts his 
NHL career because:

a) The Leafs’ first 
Stanley Cup since 1967 
is imminent.

b) Leafs’ faithful 
looking forward to his 
60- or 70-goal season.

c) He doesn’t need 
the Air Canada Centre 
playing surface to be 
frozen for him to per-
form his puck miracles.

4. Cale Makar’s 
$20-million per season 
contract with Colorado 
is:

a) Trend-setting for 
the NHL

b) Table-setting for 
future NHL contracts

c) Upsetting for Con-
nor McDavid, who’s 
pulling down only $12.5 
million per annum.

5. Oilers’ fans expect 
their team to contend 
this year because:

a) The hockey players 
get motivated when the 
Elks threaten to be-
come the No. 1 sports 
draw in Edmonton

b) They have a coach 
with a Stanley Cup on 
his resumé.

c) Defensive misplays 
will be reduced now 
that Darnell Nurse has 
departed.

6. The Brady Tkachuk 
trade to Florida Pan-
thers means that:

a) Mr. and Mrs. Tk-
achuk will no longer 
have to split their alle-
giances between Otta-
wa and Miami

b) Just for fun, the 
first Ottawa-Florida 
game this year will be a 
brawlfest.

c) The Panthers’ 
‘goofball’ meter will 
spin out of control.

7.  The first Canadian 
team to win the Stanley 
Cup since 1993 will be:

a) Montreal Cana-
diens, because of their 
youthful, talented ros-
ter

b) Toronto Maple 
Leafs, because of the 
M a t t h e w s - N y l a n d -
er-McKenna chemistry.

c) Vancouver Ca-
nucks, because the 
apocalypse is nigh.

8.  The historic ‘Hock-
ey Night in Canada’ has 
been mothballed, be-
cause the CBC won’t be 
involved in NHL broad-
casts any more, mean-
ing that:

a) The HNIC theme 
music will only be 
heard on TSN’s night-
ly SportsCentre wrap-
ups.

b) Production can 
stop on those iconic 
white Hockey Night in 
Canada towels.

c) Upon hearing the 
news, Foster Hewitt 
and Danny Gallivan 
both rolled over in their 
graves.

9. In all likelihood, 
the biggest gains in the 
NHL this season will 
be:

a) By the San Jose 
Sharks, in the Western 
Conference standings

b) Attendance num-
bers in Buffalo, where 
the Sabres are on the 
rise.

c) Waistlines on fans 
at Rogers Centre in Ed-
monton, which offers 
at their concessions, 
among other treats, the 
three Ps —  pasta, pero-
gies, and poutine.

• Andy Nesbitt of 
SI.com, in a story about 
the new playoff for-
mat for the PGA Tour 
in 2028: “The Tour 

Championship has 
been played at East 
Lake Golf Club outside 
of Atlanta since 2005. 
That is going to change 
starting in 2028, which 
is tremendous news be-
cause, to put it bluntly, 
East Lake stinks.”

• Cathal Kelly of the 
Globe and Mail, on the 
LIV golf demise: “New 
golf was always bound 
to do as well as New 
Coke.”

• Kevin Van Valken-
berg of Fried Egg Golf, 
quoting Carlota Cigan-
da, a European pro 
golfer in the recent 
Solheim Cup: “I was 
really happy to see that 
I was playing against 
(Jennifer) Kupcho (in 
singles). She’s a fighter, 
I’m a fighter. But to-
day I knew she had no 
chance. I was like, ‘I 
want to kill you.’”

• Headline at theon-
ion.com: “Red Sox Fan 
Throws Back Son Who 
Caught Yankees Home 
Run”

• Greg Cote of the 
Miami Herald: “In the 
NFL, where parity is 
legislated and there 
is no transfer portal 
through which to buy 
other teams’ best play-
ers, bad teams playing 
bad games looks . . . like 
the Miami Dolphins, 

losing their season 
opener 27-13 at the Las 
Vegas Raiders.”

• Mike Bianchi of 
the Orlando Sentinel: 
“There were actually 
some Ole Miss and LSU 
players and coaches 
trying to act like the 
Kiffin Kerfuffle (Sept. 
19) in Oxford was just 
another game. That’s 
like saying the custody 
hearing is just another 
family gathering.”

• Another Bianchi of-
fering: “The Dolphins 
are struggling so bad-
ly that Sea World has 
offered to rehabilitate 
them.”

• Another one from 
theonion.com: “Angels 
Set Off Fireworks To 
Celebrate Base Hit”

• Headline at fark.
com: “Travis Kelce 
named as victim in 
multi-million-dollar 
fraud scheme. Hope-
fully, he’ll be able to 
recover financially, as a 
newlywed with a young 
wife to support.”

• Steve Simmons of 
the Toronto Sun: “If 
Colby Armstrong is 
the answer for the new 
Saturday Night Hockey 
show, we wonder: What 
is the question?”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

Q and A on eve of NHL’s new season
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BRUCE 
PENTON

~

In Loving Memory 
of Marlene Rosemary 
Svenningsen

November 21, 1938 – 
September 20, 2026

Marlene Rosemary 
Svenningsen (née John-
son), 87, of Saskatoon, Sas-
katchewan, passed away 
peacefully, surrounded 
by love, on September 20, 
2026, at Saskatoon City 
Hospital.

Marlene was born in 

Saskatoon on November 
21, 1938. In 1939, she was 
lovingly fostered and then 
adopted by Elmer and Bri-
ta Johnson and grew up in 
Canwood, Saskatchewan.

On September 26, 1970, 
Marlene married Helmer 
Svenningsen. Together, 
they built their life in Har-
ris and Spiritwood, com-
bining their two families 
and raising four children. 
They shared 41 years of 
marriage and many won-
derful memories together.

Marlene had a creative 
and generous spirit. She 
had a passion for crafting 
and sewing, and she could 
turn her imagination into 
something beautiful. She 
created countless crafts 
and sewed figure skating 
costumes, but perhaps 
some of her most memora-
ble creations were the fan-

tastic Halloween costumes 
she made for her children 
when they were young. 

She loved movies, mu-
sic and reading, especially 
crime novels, and had a 
wonderful sense of hu-
mour. Marlene was never 
afraid to laugh at herself.  
She was a strong and de-
termined woman who en-
couraged her children to 
become independent, pur-
sue education and go out 
into the world to explore 
new opportunities.

After leaving school, 
Marlene began her work-
ing life as a nurse’s aide at 
the sanitarium in Prince 
Albert. She was truly a Jill 
of all trades when it came 
to her working life, taking 
on a variety of jobs includ-
ing working as a telephone 
operator in Harris, a baker, 
a postal clerk, a dry-clean-

ing/laundromat attendant, 
and a cook at Spiritwood 
Union Hospital. She was 
also a dedicated volunteer 
throughout her life. From 
her early years as a Brown 
Owl leader with the Girl 
Guides to her involvement 
with the Spiritwood Fig-
ure Skating Club, Lioness 
Club and many more, Mar-
lene gave generously of her 
time and talents. She espe-
cially enjoyed leading craft 
programs for the residents 
of Spiritwood Lodge, shar-
ing her creativity and com-
panionship with others.

Of all the roles she held 
in life, being a grand-
mother was one of Mar-
lene’s greatest joys. Each 
of her grandchildren holds 
special memories of time 
spent with her, and her 
love will continue to live on 
through them and through 
the generations that follow.

Marlene will be 
lovingly remembered 
by her children, Donna 
(Doug) of Lethbridge, 
Rick of Saskatoon, Diane 
(Chris) of Saskatoon, and 

Sandra of Calgary; her 
grandchildren, Jessica, 
Tracy, Stephen, Matthew, 
Jared, Alexandra, Steven, 
Kelsey and Alicia; and 
her great-grandchildren, 
Emma, Sebastian, Lawson, 
Penelope and Arthur. She 
is also survived by her 
brother, Kurt Johnson 
of Shellbrook and many 
beloved nieces and 
nephews.

She was predeceased 
by her parents, Elmer 
and Brita Johnson; her 
first husband, Richard 
Lofstrom; her second 
husband, Helmer 
Svenningsen; her 
daughter-in-law, Wanda 
Loftstrom; her brothers, 
Roland Johnson and Roy 
Johnson; her sisters-
in-law, Monica, Mary, 
Frances, Linda Johnson, 
Margaret Svenningsen, 
June Zawertailo and her 
brother-in-law Peter; her 
nieces, Debbie and Tracy 
Johnson; her father and 
mother in-law, Bernhard 
and Agnes Svenningsen.

Marlene leaves behind 

much more than memo-
ries. She leaves the love 
she gave, the creativity 
she shared, the laughter 
she brought, and the many 
lives she touched through 
her family, friendships, 
and community.

A small memorial will 
be held during the intern-
ment at 11 am, October 19, 
2026, at Woodlawn Ceme-
tery in North Battleford.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family invites you to per-
form an act of kindness in 
Marlene’s name—a simple 
gesture that reflects the 
generosity and love she 
shared throughout her life.

She will be deeply 
missed and forever loved.

Family and friends 
wishing to send online 
condolences are welcome 
to visit http://www.beau-
lacfuneralhome.com. Ar-
rangements have been 
entrusted to the care of 
Beau “Lac” Funeral Home 
and Crematorium, Sandra 
Biskup, Funeral Director, 
Spiritwood, SK (306) 883-
3500.

Obituary
~

Marlene Rosemary Svenningsen
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By DEB ANDERSON
Submitted

Many years ago, before moving to 
this area, my neighbour called and 
said, “If you want any raspberries, 
better come and pick them.” By the 
time I got there, others had picked 
most of the berries. For me picking 
was very slow — one here, one there. 
It took hours, but my fondness of 
pure raspberry jam kept me working.

After a while at home, I gazed on 
the day’s work: three pints of pure 
raspberry jam, all sealed and cool-
ing! From out of nowhere, the idea to 
give away two of these to people who 
had hurt me came to mind. 

I resisted. No! Anything but these! 
I sat quietly, knowing it was a God-

thing. The enemy wouldn’t want me 
to bless them who curse me, but the 
Lord would. I knew what was the 
right thing to do, yet my feet weren’t 
moving. Maybe there was another 
way.

I realized that if I focused on put-
ting one foot ahead of the other, I 
could obey. Two jams left home for 
relocation.

Spiritually, this physical obedience 
paid off big time. The recipients were 
completely shocked, blessed, and 
sorry. Personally, I was freed from 
negative thoughts and emotions re-
garding them and all that had hap-
pened. The impossible happened. 
Friendships were birthed. There is 
no explanation for how that could 
happen. Good overcame evil.

There was power in obeying Jesus’ 
directions: “You have heard that it 
was said, ‘Love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy.’ But I tell you: Love 
your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, that you may be sons of 
your Father in heaven; for He makes 
His sun rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sends rain on the just and 
on the unjust. For if you love those 
who love you, what reward have you? 
Do not even the tax collectors do the 
same?” (Matthew 5: 41- 46)

As time went by, I needed to pray 
for the jam recipients, in order to 
maintain our relationships, and my 
heart. At first, I said, “Lord, I’m sor-
ry I don’t mean this blessing, but I’m 
praying it in obedience.” Later, my 
heart changed and the prayer was 
sincere.

To the natural man, this is impos-
sible and unappealing. To us with 
confidence in Jesus, we know that 
He cried out from the cross, “Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what 
they do.” (Luke 23:34) 

We know who to go to for power to 
forgive.

We may not understand spiritu-
al dynamics, but Jesus has clearly 
stated what will cause God to get in-
volved in our lives. Sometimes it’s not 
easy to obey. Fortunately, we have 
the same Spirit as Jesus living in us 
(John 14:15-17). 

Know His leading, make the flesh 
follow suit. The blessing of God in the 
situation is then released. He keeps 
His Word. He cannot lie.

Good News
~

Raspberries and the extra mile

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 10am - 5pm; Wednesday 
10am - 5pm; Thursday  1pm to 5pm; Friday 10am - 5pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10am - 4pm; Thursday 
10am - 4pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 11am - 4pm; Wednesday 
11 am  - 4 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 1pm - 6pm; Thursday 1pm - 
6pm; Friday 1pm - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm. Contact us for more info 306-
497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 11:30am - 5:30pm; Wednesday 11:30am 
- 4:30pm; Thursday 11:30am - 4:30pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library Hours: Tuesday 
9:30am - 4pm; Wednesday 10:30am - 5pm; Phone: 306-468-2501
Debden: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10am - 4pm; Wednesday 12pm - 
6pm.  Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 9am - 2pm; 
Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Friday 10am - 1pm
Marcelin: Wapiti Library - Saturday 10am - 2pm; Thursday 2pm - 8pm. 
For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
Shellbrook: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 
Railway Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2pm - 6pm; 
Tuesday 2pm - 8pm; Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Thursday 12pm - 6pm; Friday 10 
am - 5pm (Story Time 10:30am - 11:30am); Saturday 10am - 4pm. 

~
BIG RIVER: Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting – Every Wednesday, 7:30 pm @ 
Train Station in Big River (Railway Avenue)

~
SHELLBROOK: Skate Shellbrook Registration Open For: Parent & Tot - Starts 
Oct 18; CanSkate - Starts Oct 14; PowerSkate - Starts Oct 18; and StarSkate! 
Program info & registration: shellbrooksc.uplifterinc.com or email skateshell-
brook@gmail.com
SHELLBROOK: In support of victims of domestic violence, Shellbrook Royal 
Purple is once again filling care bags with essential items for the Women’s Shel-
ter in PA. Watch for donation baskets at various locations around town! For a 
full list of preferred items and donation box locations, visit out Facebook page: 
Shellbrook Royal Purple #388. Baskets will be picked up October 7th! Monetary 
donations are welcome – Contact Elaine 306-961-7144.
SHELLBROOK: The November Project – An Act of Remembrance. Journey 
through the Second World War via a Canadian soldier’s love letters home paired 
with wartime songs. Lyrics provided – sing along if you wish. Free Admission 
– Donations welcome. Fri., October 23, 7pm @ Canwood Legion; Sat., October 
24, 7pm @ Shellbrook Legion (Cash bar); Sun., October 25, 2pm @ Parkland 
Integrated Health Centre. Doors open 30 minutes before each performance. For 
more info: 306-747-3769 or FB Shellbrook Legion Branch 111. Sponsored by 
Beau “Lac” Funeral Home & Crematorium

Triple your advertising
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

By EDDIE HOEHN
Branch Librarian

On Wednesday, Sept. 
16, volunteer and local 
library board member 
Samuel Schafer pre-
sented Trivia Night 
at the library. There 
were two teams play-
ing, with four adults on 
each team. 

Participants identi-
fied some of the zodiac 
signs by their symbols, 
listed the provinces 
in order of when they 
obtained their current 
borders, named the title 
and actors from movies 
with 13 in the title, rec-
ognized whether or not 
song lyrics were from 
Taylor Swift’s songs, 

and named the title 
and artist of popular 
songs from the 1960s to 
2010s. 

The two teams agreed 

to end Trivia Night with 
a tie after both teams 
received 34 points.

On Friday, Sept. 18, 
Manny Kaur from Mo-

bile Early Learning in 
Prince Albert came to 
the library to present a 
Storytime Workshop. 
Manny read a book 
called The Very Cranky 
Bear to the kids. She 
set up different stations 

for the kids. 
The stations included 

Fall Art & Map Trac-
ing, where participants 
found fall objects and 
traced paths on maps, 
Animal Sensory Play 
where they used magni-

fying glasses to search 
for hidden animals, 
Feed the Squirrel, Pre-
tend Camping Play, and 
Build-a-Furry-Friend, 
where they built a teddy 
bear to take home from 
a kit.

Shellbrook Library activity highlights

Elijah Allen, Jasmine Allen, Ana McBain, and Tristin McBain (holding 
Grayson) take part in Trivia Night.

Manny Kaur from Mobile Early Learning reads 
to kids at the Storytime Workshop.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

What happens when you don’t advertise?

Very little.
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306-747-2442 • chads@sbchron.com

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded

ELECTRIC

•R
ESIDENTIAL •C
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M
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E

R
CIAL • FARM • IN

D
U

S
T

R
IA

L
ELECTRICIANACCOUNTANT

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & pre-arrangements available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEaRING CENTRE

HEARING

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook � 306-747-2896
Canwood � 306-468-2227
Leask � 306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

insurance

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

LAWYER

Shelley Cannon, in person,
by appointment

NEW LOCATION:
236 Main St., Spiritwood
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700 or
scannon@novuslaw.ca

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

LAWYER

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

plumbingLAWYER

Bill Cannon, in person,
by appointment

52 Main Street, Shellbrook
306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

One-Year Term: 
$600 + GST ($11.54/week) 

6-Month Term: 
$450 + GST ($17.31/week)

Call Today:
306-747-2442

real estate

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL – FARM

Bevra Fee, Realtor®
(306) 883-7058
RE/MAX OF THE BATTLEFORDS

each office independently owned & operated

bevrafee@sasktel.net
SPIRITWOOD’S 

REALTOR®...
SERVING THE 

REGION!

1391 100th St
NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK

S9A 0V9
Office: (306) 446-8800

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

One-Year Term: $1,200 + GST ($23.08 per week) 
6-Month Term: $900 + GST ($34.62 per week)

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Your Guide to 
Home Services 
and Repair 
Professionals

real estate
BUYING OR SELLING 

FARMLAND?

306-570-7743
skfarmland.ca

real estate real estate

To Sell Ag, Residential, 
Cottage & Commercial 

Properties For You!

306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca

Shawna Schira-Kroeker
Your Local Realtor™...

Working Hard ...

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated 

North Country

www.shawnaschirakroeker.com

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

SHELLBROOK
33 Main Street
SPIRITWOOD

124 1st Street East

306-747-2244 

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Angie Feige
REALTOR®

306.747.7488
PARKSIDE, SK

kafeige@sasktel.net
Providing the service you deserve!

real estate



TAX ENFORCEMENT 
LIST

village of debden
Province of 

Saskatchewan
Notice is hereby given 
under The Tax Enforce-
ment Act that unless the 
arrears and costs appear-
ing opposite the land and 
title number described 
below are fully paid be-
fore the 3rd day of De-
cember, 2026, a tax lien 
interest will be registered 
against the land. Note: A 
sum for costs of adver-
tising in an amount of 
$20.13 is included in the 
amount shown against 
each parcel as required 
by Section 4(3) of The 
Tax Enforcement Act.
Lot 10 Blk 01 PL 
AB780 Title 152648679
� $1,860.58
Lot 13 Blk 01 PL 
AB780 Title 144882951
� $903.64
Lot 16 & 17 Blk 02 
PL 101602853 Titles 
154159094, 154159117
� $2,297.12
Lot 10 & 11 Blk 02 PL 
AB780 Titles 154171289, 
154171290� $2,494.52
Lot 12 & 13 Blk 04 
PL AB780 Titles 
134526595, 134526607
� $2,411.13
Lot 15 & 16 Blk 04 
PL AB780 Titles 

151007598, 151007587
� $1,159.04
Lot 18 Blk 04 PL 
101602921 Title 
157285019�
Lot 17 Blk 4 PL AB780 
Title 157285020�
Lot 18 Blk 04 PL 
AW244 Title 157285109
� $2,443.23
Lot 4 Blk 07 PL AE3456 
Title 155542136
� $3,530.46
Lot 13 Blk 11 PL 
78PA13606 Title 
155716847� $1,890.26
Lot 14 Blk 11 PL 
84PA00289 Title 
155716858� $575.37
Lot 16 Blk 12 PL 
63PA02167 Title 
158718594� $1,738.95
Lot 25 Blk 07 PL 
CX5988 Title 155542192
� $632.45
Dated this 22nd day of 
September, 2026.
Tamara Couture,
Administrator

FOR SALE – Acorn 
Stairlift $1,000.
G.R. Hubbard, 
Leask, SK 
306-466-7733 � 3-39

The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
Phone

306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people 

weekly. 
Personal Classifieds: 

$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ per 
additional word for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches = $52.50 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

SWNA Blanket Classifieds
Reaching almost 6 million people weekly. 

Cost for 25 words:
Saskatchewan market�...............$209.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Alberta market�..........................$269.00
   Per extra word............................$8.00
Manitoba market�.......................$189.00
   Eastman...................................$119.00   
   Westman..................................$119.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Quebec market
   English�....................................$160.00
   Per extra word............................$6.00
Atlantic market�.........................$200.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Also Available: Quebec (French) �.................$967.00

Enhance Your Ad (Sask. Only)
Reaching Over 330,000 People Weekly 
Size: 2 col. x 2” .................$599.00
Size: 2 col. x 4” .................$799.00
Deadline for Booking/Material 

Friday at 4 p.m.
Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle

306-747-2442
or Email:

chads@sbchron.com
All prices plus applicable taxes. 

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in 
good faith. We advise that it is in your interest 
to investigate offers personally. Publications 
by this paper should not be taken as an 
endorsement of  the product or services offered.

Zero In 
On New

Employees 
Classifieds
Work!

306.747.2442
chads@

sbchron.com

The Classifieds 
Have Everything You 

Are Looking For!
Miscellaneous • Autos 

Recreation Vehicles • Livestock 
Feed ‘n Seed • Land • Houses • Pets 

Help Wanted • Employment Opportunities 
20 words for only 

$16.00 plus GST 
$8.00 for each additional week

• additional words 20¢

Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald

306-747-2442
chads@sbchron.com

NOTICE
TO OUR READERS

Please take only as many newspapers from 
our newspaper bins as need to be read.

If you’re looking for newsprint paper, please 
contact us and we can arrange a bundle(s) of 

recycled paper for your use at no charge.

Contact us at 306-747-2442.

Thank you for your understanding.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald www.shellbrookchronicle.com

www.spiritwoodherald.com

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SATURDAY

Medstead – 6:00 p.m. 
Shell Lake – 8:00 p.m.

SUNDAY
Spiritwood – 9:00 a.m.
Leoville – 11:00 a.m.

Chitek Lake – 1:00 p.m.
Everyone Welcome

Fr. Phinh Do 
-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every 1st & 3rd Wed. 7 pm
Spiritwood Legion Hall

Pastor Rick Martin
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
11:00 am Worship
-----------------------

Bethel
Medstead

 2nd Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
4th Sunday, 10 am - Worship

Pastor David Jensen
-----------------------

MENNONITE BRETHREN
Glenbush

10:00 am - Sunday School
Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------

PARTNERS IN WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

306-883-8885
-----------------------

LAKELAND 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

(Corner of 1st Ave. and 
4th St., Spiritwood)

Sun., 11 am - Worship 
Service & Sunday School

Pastor Michael Kluthe
306-883-2380

Praise & Worship

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m. 
(in-person only)

St. John’s - Shellbrook
Sunday School, 

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
(in-person and online 

via Facebook live)
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Lorne Valuck

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 

Adult Study 9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - worship

Rev. Jordan Clark
306-850-0429

Canwood
10:30 a.m. - Worship

Pastor Lyndon Petten
587-973-2223

Leask Gospel Tabernacle
Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Josh
1-780-690-2100

------------------------
PRESBYTERIAN

Mistawasis
Sunday worship 11 a.m.

Rev. Stewart Folster
------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

11 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 am MP
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook

Sunday Service - 11 am MP
June 21, 10:30 a.m. at

St. Luke’s Mont Nebo, 
H.C. & Deconsecration 
w/ Bishop Rick Reed 

Potluck lunch to follow
Minister’s Warden: 

306-922-5159
------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

10:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes resume 

in the fall
306-469-2258
Youth Nite: 

Fridays at 7 p.m.
Mont Nebo

Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June – August)

306-468-2525
------------------------

Immanuel Lutheran
Parkside

11 a.m. - Worship
(in-person and online 

via Facebook Live)
10 a.m. - Sunday School 

------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Mariusz Zajac

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Mariusz Zajac 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
Mistawasis

1st & 3rd Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Roger Paponette

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath 

School
Sat., 11:00 am - Worship

Pastor Myshan Irving
306-747-3398

------------------------
EVENING LIGHT 

TABERNACLE
Ahtahkakoop FN

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Communion 1st Wed. 

of month
Pastor Burton Ahenakew

306-468-7537

Praise & Worship
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miscellaneous
for sale

tax enforcement Advertising 
Deadline is

Friday 
4:00 p.m.
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