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Sask. Beekeepers face swarm of uncertaint

L ¥

Hannigan Honey employees open and inspect a hive.

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

One of the keys to surviving in the
agriculture industry is learning to
embrace and accept the things that
are beyond one’s control. For Sas-
katchewan’s beekeepers, that’s been
just about everything so far this
growing season.

Bees, like any crop, require specif-
ic conditions to thrive. This spring
delivered precisely the opposite,
with late snowfalls bleeding into an
equally wet summer, and frequent-
ly cool and windy conditions added
into the less-than-ideal mix.

For Shellbrook’s Hannigan Hon-
ey, a good year means the business’
6,000 hives produce about 1,600
drums full of honey to be shipped
across Canada and to the U.S., Ja-

9

pan, and other markets.

“The way the season’s shaped out
this far, both with the strength of our
colonies in the spring and the way
the weather played out, we've just
been on our heels the whole time,”
said Murray Hannigan, owner of
Hannigan Honey.

“Now, we’re getting to the end, and
were coming in with two thirds of
our normal crop. It’s going to be the
shortest production per colony that
we’ll have seen in many years.”

Saskatchewan’s odd summer
weather has impacted more than just
hive health.

Hannigan Honey’s 6,000 hives are
spread across about 140 locations,
from Blaine Lake up to Debden, and
from Mont Nebo over to Briarlea.
This broad geographic area makes
it nearly impossible to monitor and
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protect the hives at all times, mak-
ing things like bear-proof fencing a
necessity.

With all the snow and rain this
spring and summer, the solar units
powering Hannigan Honey’s bear-
proof fencing weren’t getting enough
sun to keep bears out, resulting in
higher bear losses than the business
has seen in many years.

These hardships are all in addi-
tion to the ever-present and growing
threat posed by the varroa mite, a
parasite that feeds on honey bees.

Hannigan says that the varroa
mite was virtually unheard of in Sas-
katchewan 25 years ago. But now,
dealing with infestations has be-
come a major financial burden for
the province’s beekeepers.

And the battle to contain the par-
asite isn’t getting any easier. For

years, beekeepers have depended
upon Apivar, a miticide developed
in France, to deal with varroa mites.
Recently, though, its efficacy has
waned.

“Much like grain farmers... if you
keep spraying the same product over
again, the [pest] is going to adapt,”
Hannigan said.

“We're really having to put a lot of
dollars into controlling this. It keeps
us on our toes, but we know that if
we're going to stay in business, we've
got to have healthy bees.”

In any one growing season, poor
weather and issues with bears and
mite infestations would be enough
misfortunate for any beekeeper to
deal with.

Bad things, after all, are said to
come in threes.

Continued on page 3
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Big River Street Fair brlngs end to summer

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle
Reporter

Nicole Phillips Klas-
sen has fond memories
of going to the rodeo in
Big River when she was
a kid. But for as much
as those childhood
events entertained her,
they also taught her an
important lesson about

community.
“Somebody had to
spearhead that, get

the volunteers, and get
things going. As kids,
we loved it,” she said.
“But if you don’t have
a group of people who
are willing to do stuff
like that, you don’t have
anything going on.”
Through the child-
hood events she grew
up with, Phillips Klas-

sen developed a love of
organizing community
events.

A few years ago, she
led the organization of
a vendor sale that was
well received. And as
this summer came to
a close, she and co-or-
ganizer Jodie Cowan
had the idea to bring it
back and do something
more with it, eventual-
ly settling on the town’s
first-ever Big River
Street Fair.

“We just wanted to
have a fun end to sum-
mer,” Phillips Klassen
said. “When you have
vendors down there,
the adults like that part.
But then, we thought
what can we do for the
kids? If you get the kids
down there, you've got
the adults down there.”

Sweet Life Farms was among the 26 vendors in
attendance for the day.

Sept.12 | Oct.3 | Nov.7 | Dec.5
9:00am -

Located at “The Studio on Main”
(#1 Main Street, Shellbrook)

Interested in becoming a vendor?

3:00pm

Please contact Tasjia Moore (639)317-7230

REGISTRATION
OPEN FOR:
Parent & Tot - Starts Oct. 18"
CanSkate - Starts Oct. 14"
PowerSkate - Starts Oct. 18"
and StarSkate!

Program info & registration:

shellbrooksc.uplifterinc.com
or email skateshellbrook@gmail.com

While a vendor sale
almost organizes it-
self — because vendors
are always happy for
an opportunity to sell
their wares — planning
a whole street fair was
something new for Phil-
lips Klassen and Cow-
an.

Fortunately, as they
spent a month plan-
ning the day out, other
community members
stepped up and volun-
teered to run different
parts of the event.

With their help, the
first Big River Street
Fair was held on Satur-
day, Aug. 29, offering
a day of perusing the
goods of 26 vendors,
taking part in classic
kids’ activities like a
fishing pond, ring toss,
and cake walk, a corn-

Kids enjoyed classic carnival games, like the fish pond.

hole tournament, live
musical entertainment,
and lots of food.

In another fortu-
nate turn, the weather
co-operated for the day,
leading to a great turn-
out. Though no formal
tally was taken, Phil-
lips Klassen says nearly
200 burgers were sold
throughout the day.

“I would have been
happy if 10 people
showed up. But it
turned out better than
we expected, and peo-
ple didnt just come
down and then leave
right away. They came

& Trees!

ATOUCH OF AUTUMN’

~ Honeywood (Dr. A. J. Porter)
& » Heritage Nursery Inc.

S Provincial Heritage Site
Parkside, Sask.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20"
11:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Enjoy Music, Great Artisan Displays, Tours,
Food, Refreshments, Potted Lilies, Perennials

$10.00/person, Children 10 and under free

Ph: 306-714-8200 or honeywoodn8@gmail.com
Facebook @ Honeywood Heritage Nursery Inc

and spent the after-
noon,” she said.

“With this first one,
we set the bar pretty
high.”

Going into the Big
River Street Fair, Phil-
lips Klassen had hoped
it would be successful
enough to become an
annual event. Based on
the positive reception,
plans will soon be in the
works for next year, and
Phillips Klassen says
there will be a dunk
tank added to the list of
activities and hopefully
even more vendors.

But looking further
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into the future, she
hopes the Big River
Street Fair will inspire
future generations to
organize events for the
community.

“It’s good for the com-
munity. It keeps your
community close-knit,”
she said.

Events like the Big
River Street Fair also do
good in the communi-
ty. This year, proceeds
from vendor table fees
helped the Big River Le-
gion cover the costs as-
sociated with painting a
veterans’ crosswalk in
town.

3 SESSIONS
in OCTOBER

at Shellbrook
Elementary School

$50

(includes required
$30 membership to
Pickleball Canada)

All equipment is provided.
Registration required by SEPTEMBER 28™

For more information OR to register, phone/text:

Betty Skarpinsky at (306)747-7377
SPONSORED BY SHELLBROOK BOREAS PICKLEBALL
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Otterson reflects on 20 years of governance

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

As a former teacher and admitted
lifelong learner, it was curiosity that
led Shellbrook Mayor Amund Otter-
son to join town council in the early
2000s.

“As a former town councillor and
businessman said to me: everybody
should do it once, so you know how
things operate and see it from the in-
side,” he said.

“I just wanted to know how the
town functioned in terms of what
you don’t see. I could see that there
were issues with infrastructure.”

When he first joined council, the
town’s wastewater treatment infra-
structure was inadequate, both in
terms of its ability to treat waste-
water and from an environmental
perspective. This was particularly
evident around the creek on the west
side of town, where Otterson would
frequently take his students for out-
door learning opportunities.

The eventual financing of brand-
new wastewater treatment infra-
structure was among the first of
many major projects undertaken by
the town in the 20-plus years Otter-
son has been at the council table.

Others that hold a place in Otter-
son’s mind include the community
hall expansion, the development of
the first four blocks of 2nd Avenue
East, the $2 million renovation of the
Richardson Pioneer Recreation Cen-

Shellbrook Mayor Amund Otter-
son is stepping down after more
than 20 years on council.

tre, multiple renovations of the Hid-
den Hills of Shellbrook Golf Course,
and the construction of Parkland In-
tegrated Health Centre.

All these, he says, point to Shell-
brook’s strength and continued
growth as a community.

“When you travel around the prov-
ince, like I do on bicycle tours, you
see — especially in southern Sas-
katchewan — towns that are not

Sask. Beekeepers face
swarm of uncertainty

Continued from 1

But now that trade
negotiations  between
Canada and the United
States have fallen apart,
resulting in U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump im-
posing 50 per cent tar-
iffs on Canadian honey
and $28 billion of Ca-
nadian goods, Canadian
beekeepers have effec-
tively been priced out of
a market that was worth
$28.5 million in 2025.

Twenty years ago,
Hannigan Honey
shipped the majority
of its honey to the U.S.
Fortunately, says Han-
nigan, the business has
diversified, growing its
exports to Japan, and
now ships just under 40
per cent of its product to
American buyers.

This, along with Han-
nigan Honey’s 84-year
history of operations,
positions the business
well to weather the
storm until a trade deal
can be reached and the
tariffs are removed.

But other operations
may not be so lucky.

“I feel terrible for

younger beekeepers
who are just getting
in, trying to get estab-
lished. I've been there.
I've experienced that. I
remember it very well,”
Hannigan said.

“The hope is that we're
using up all the bad stuff
in one year.”

For Agricultural Pro-
ducers Association of
Saskatchewan (APAS)
president Bill Prybyl-
ski, the key to solving
the tariff challenges that
beekeepers and oth-
er Saskatchewan pro-
ducers are facing is for
both the Canadian and
American governments
to stop the finger point-
ing, get back to the bar-
gaining table, and work
out an agreement.

While APAS hasn’t yet
crunched numbers for
how agriculture will be
impacted by the Amer-
ican tariffs, Prybyls-
ki says the agriculture
sector hasn’t been hit as
hard as other sectors be-
cause agricultural goods
are still mostly protect-
ed under the CUSMA
trade pact.

Still, he expects there
will be some challenges
ahead.

“We're going to see an
increase in costs when
it comes to buying new
equipment, or buying
parts or repairs for ex-
isting equipment,” he
said. “The effect that
will have remains to be
seen, but it will be sig-
nificant for some pro-
ducers.”

Though the Canadian
government has prom-
ised to provide relief for
businesses impacted by
U.S. tariffs and Canada’s
own retaliatory tariffs,
Prybylski says the only
true resolution is a deal.

“In the meantime,
we’ll be looking for some
assurance from our gov-
ernment that our agri-
cultural products and
inputs will be exempted
from any tariffs going
north or south,” he said.
“It would be very unfor-
tunate if food and the
things that are needed
to produce it are being
used as a weapon in a
political dispute. That’s
just wrong.”

growing. Towns that are declining,”
he said.

“We’re very fortunate here,” he
added, pointing to Shellbrook’s so-
cial infrastructure for recreation,
arts and culture, which are vital to
the community, even if they aren’t
money makers.

Of course, for small municipalities
with limited budgets, the work is
never truly done. But after more than
two decades of governing Shellbrook
through significant change, Otterson
says it’s time for him to step away
from the council table and move on
to the next chapter of his life.

“A person shouldn’t be allowed to
serve for 20 years, really, but you do
it because you have a passion for it.
You do it as a service, especially in
municipal politics,” he said.

When asked about his fondest
memories of his time on council and
as mayor, Otterson’s first thought
is of Parkland Integrated Health
Centre, and also his involvement
with the human resources aspect of
healthcare in the community.

There were many moving parts
to the project beyond just building
the hospital, such as running water,
sewer, and storm sewer services out
to the property and developing the
road. But through the hard work of
the local steering committee and the
contributions of surrounding com-
munities, the hospital opened debt-
free.

“There are some communities that
are still trying to figure out how to
pay the debt on those things,” Otter-

son noted.

As he prepares to bid farewell to
council, Otterson says much credit
is owed to past and present admin-
istrators and town employees, who
always had the community at heart
— even when working in the chal-
lenging environment that is a small
community like Shellbrook.

And on a more personal note, Ot-
terson adds that he owes much to
his predecessors as mayor, George
Tomporowski and John Young, who
served as mentors to him over the
years.

Proof that change is the only con-
stant, there are some potentially big
changes on Shellbrook’s horizon: on-
going community efforts to build a
new pool, the water treatment plant
upgrade project, and the promise of
a new K-12 school.

But one thing Otterson would like
to see more focus on in the future is
transitional housing or assisted liv-
ing options for seniors.

As he passes on the torch, Otterson
encourages anyone who cares for the
community to throw their name into
the hat for mayor.

“A lot of people look at it as trouble
and a pain. But it’s also service to the
community,” he said. “You should be
there for the good of the community
as a whole.”

ADVERTISING
DEADLINE IS

FRIDAY 4 PM.

ms

health insurance

Made for you.

Build your plan at gms.ca

Made in Saskatchewan.

Provincial health coverage is a great foundation, but it may not cover
everything life brings your way. GMS My Health helps bridge the gap
with flexible health, prescription drug, dental and travel benefits you
can choose to fit your needs, your priorities and your budget, backed
by more than 75 years of looking after Saskatchewan.
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Food security key to
Canada’s sovereignty

Every year, the Oxford
Dictionary chooses a word
of the year by drawing in-
spiration from cultural and
linguistic trends.

Given how social me-
dia has come to dominate
nearly every aspect of our
daily lives, it’s no surprise

ty for Canada (and for any
country, really).

But then, in a perplexing
about-face, his government
announced the closures
of three Agriculture Agri-
Food Canada (AAFC) re-
search and development
centres and four satellite

that the last few words of JORDAN research farms were to be
the year have come from T closed, including those in
platforms like TikTok - kR Scott, Sask., and Indian
the most recent winner ~ Head, Sask.

being “rage bait,” a term News Editor Also on the chopping

used to describe online

content that is deliberately
designed to stoke anger or cause of-
fense.

But if global trends continue for the
rest of 2026 (and there’s little reason
to doubt they will), the Oxford Dic-
tionary might be able to break with
the recent years’ tradition of follow-
ing the cultural zeitgeist, and instead
select a word that is almost as old as
the world’s first nations.

The word is sovereignty, meaning
the supreme and independent au-
thority to control a country or terri-
tory.

To be fair, the word’s resurgence
into the modern lexicon didn’t begin
this year. But thanks to the words
and deeds of a certain U.S. president,
the idea of sovereignty is being dis-
cussed more than ever.

As one of said president’s targets
over the past 18 months, Canada and
Prime Minister Mark Carney have of-
ten led the global conversation about
sovereignty.

And as Canada-U.S. trade tensions
continue to simmer, Canada’s sov-
ereignty to decide its own future re-
mains very much at the forefront of
the conversation.

Early in the year, while speaking at
the World Economic Forum in Da-
vos, Switzerland, Mr. Carney made it
clear that food and a country’s sover-
eignty go hand-in-hand.

“A country that cannot feed itself,
fuel itself, or defend itself has few op-
tions,” he said.

He was right. In even the most sta-
ble and predictable global climate,
food security should be a top priori-

block was Canada’s only

Organic and Regenerative
Program, headquartered in Swift
Current.

The backlash was immediate and
well-deserved, and a months-long
investigation by the House of Com-
mons Standing Committee on Agri-
culture and Agri-Food made it clear
that those responsible hadn’t done
their homework.

If Mr. Carney’s government had
taken even a moment to do its home-
work, it would have known that the
Indian Head research farm’s seed
increase unit was responsible for
stewarding more than 300 seed vari-
eties to ensure their purity and qual-
ity, and provided seed for 20 million
acres of crops grown across western
Canada.

It also would have known that
the Organic and Regenerative Pro-
gram in Swift Current was the only
program of its kind in Canada, con-
ducting research to lessen producers’
dependence on fertilizer and other
chemical inputs.

And it also would have known that
the Scott research farm was home to
projects aimed at helping producers
deal with herbicide residues left on
their crops. The soil at the farm was
especially important for Saskatch-
ewan producers, because it breaks
down herbicides more slowly and
doesn’t exist anywhere outside of the
province.

While Mr. Carney’s government has
yet to fully reverse its decision, it did
see reason and form an MOU with
Premier Scott Moe’s government to
keep the Indian Head and Scott re-

CANADA IS THE WORST COUNTRY TO DEAL WITH. THEY'VE
GOT BEAVERS, NASTY ANIMALS, SNEAK AROUND UNDER
THE WATER, THE ONLY TIME THEY COME UP IS TO

DESTROY FORESTS. THEY'RE NATURE TERRORISTS, THEY
PUT UP BLOCKADES IN RIVERS, I CALL THEM TARIFF

DAMS, PREVENT WATER FROM FLOWING TO THE U.S. VERY
UNFAIR. YOU EVER LOOK AT A BEAVER, THEIR TAILS HAVE
Bl SPIKES ON THE BOTTOM, LOTS OF PEOPLE DON'T
KNOW THAT, BUT THEY DO. THEY HAVE BIG FANGS, BEEN
POISONING AMERICA'S DRINKING WATER WITH THEIR
VENOM FOR YEARS, DECADES, CENTURIES. BEAVERS

CUT DOWN BALD EAGLE NESTS, EAT THE EGGS, KILL

THE EAGLES. WHEN YOU WANT g

SOMETHING DESTROYED,
YOU JUST LEAVE IT TO
BEAVERS. THEY'RE
T4% RAT, YOU
KNOW, NOT MANY
PEOPLE KNOW THAT.
87% RAT. 95%.
THEY CAUSED THE
BLACK PLAGLIE,
COVID, GAS PRICES,
JUST HORRIBLE
ANIMALS...

search farms open for the foreseeable
future.

A few weeks prior to this, Mr. Car-
ney’s government unveiled a $3.2
billion National Food Security Strat-
egy, which includes funding to create
more choice and competition at gro-
cery stores, increase domestic food
production, and cut red tape across
the agricultural supply chain.

And on trade with the U.S., Mr.
Carney’s government has also made
Canada’s supply management system
a line it will not cross.

The move is about safeguarding do-
mestic production of dairy, poultry,
and eggs (though, some Canadians
would like to see this system abol-
ished, on the grounds that an influx
of imports — largely from the U.S. —
would lower prices for consumers).

While more can always be done to
boost domestic food production and
Canada’s food security, Canadians
would be foolish to look to the United
States and its current president for
guidance.

After returning to office for his
second term in 2025, said president
empowered his Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency to take an ax to
multiple government agencies, re-
sulting in staffing cuts of about 20
per cent to the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA).

Those cuts included active surveil-

lance networks like FoodNet, reduc-
ing tracking capabilities for major
foodborne pathogens.

The consequences of this move
played out in explosive fashion over
the summer, as the U.S. saw more
than 17,000 confirmed cases of diar-
rhoea caused by cyclospora-contami-
nated lettuce.

There have also been outbreaks of
E. coli and salmonella from alfalfa
sprouts, eggs, jalapenos, frozen blue-
berries, and a number of other prod-
ucts.

With persistent drought and lower
herd counts keeping beef prices high,
the same president who cut food safe-
ty monitoring has made plans to im-
port 300,000 metric tonnes of beef
tariff-free over a three-month period.

Where’s the beef coming from? The
president won't say, and even U.S.
Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins
doesn’t know.

The move is supposed to lower pric-
es for consumers and give ranchers
time to rebuild their herds. But real-
istically, importing a bunch of mys-
tery meat and undercutting ranchers
is the surest way to make people sick
and put those same ranchers out of
business.

Food sovereignty is inseparable
from national sovereignty. As the
U.S. continues to self-sabotage, Ca-
nadians must hold the line.
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Spiritwood Museum hosts mystery

By SPIRITWOOD
MUSEUM BOARD
Submitted

On Aug. 23, the Spir-
itwood & District Mu-
seum tried out a new
event, a mystery night
to be held at the muse-
um.

Summer student Hay-
ley Harris approached
the museum board with
the idea. The board, ex-
tremely thrilled with

her initiative, whole-
heartedly encouraged
her.

She undertook all the
planning of the mys-
tery, as well as ticket
sales and caterer coor-
dination. Over 50 peo-
ple attended the mys-
tery night, titled “The
Mystery of the Missing
Journal.”

Upon first arriving,
participants were al-
lowed to tour around
the museum, many
of them having never
toured it before and be-
ing surprised by how
much of the local histo-
ry was familiar and in-
teresting to them.

After a bit of touring,
supper was served. It
was a beautiful evening,
so diners were seated
outside at picnic tables.

The meal was not
only catered, but also
fully donated, by Ron-
nie and Roxy Sawatzky,
somehow transforming
something as simple
as chili and a bun with
side salads into a gour-
met meal.

After supper, the mys-
tery began. The concept
was that a newly dis-
covered 1910 settler’s
journal had been set to
be unveiled — a price-
less piece of local histo-
ry that tells the story of
one family’s life in the
early Spiritwood area.

But before the big re-
veal, the journal disap-
peared. It was now up
to the guests to solve
who took the journal,
where they hid it, and
why they took it. Par-
ticipants were able to
play as individuals, or
in groups.

Throughout the mu-
seum were cryptical-
ly-worded clues, as well
as five suspects who
could be questioned for
more clues. It was up to
the player-detectives to
decipher the informa-
tion and solve the mys-
tery.

Despite Dave Hynd-
man seeming very sus-
picious as a suspect,

e

R

Guests question some of the mystery’s suspects.

it turned out — we
should’'ve known — to
be Marene Iverson’s
character, = Margaret,
who committed the
theft of the journal, hid-
ing it in the front flower
bed.

Margaret’s reason
for taking the journal
was food for thought:
“I took the journal be-
cause I was afraid it
would become just an-
other artifact. It would
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Credit Union j

affinitycu.ca

}

= B (5 [M
= = -?ﬂ f
Ay

et ]

SR
=_ |

night

be placed behind glass,
given a little plaque,
and people would walk
past it without ever
stopping to wonder
about the person who
wrote it or the life they
lived. I thought if the
journal  disappeared,
people would start ask-

ing questions. They'd
have to look deeper and
explore the museum to
find the pieces of the
story. I know I went too
far, and I shouldn’t have
taken it. But I wanted
people to remember
that these aren’t just old
objects sitting behind

50,50 Tiﬂket! myutary

q._.-.l-y'.‘:lil |
pra of HEED

b gk wrerih

The event included raffle prizes and a 50/50 pot

that climbed to $1,230.

glass. They're pieces of
history. If we don’t take
the time to discover the
stories behind them,
eventually they really
will become just anoth-
er artifact.”

Only two groups
solved the mystery in
full, but most groups/
individuals solved one
or two of the three
questions. But win-
ning wasn’t too import-
ant, because everyone
agreed that the fun and

enjoyment they had
that night surpassed all
expectations.

On top of supper and
a mystery, there was
also a 50/50, sponsored
by Prosperity Credit
Union and won by Lyn-
na Buswell, as well as
a goodie basket raffle,
sponsored by Innova-
tion Credit Union and
Simplot Grower Solu-
tions-Spiritwood, won
by Dave Corneliuson.

Extra supplies for the
event were covered by
R&L Feeds.

Guests enjoyed an outdoor meal, provided by Ronnie and Roxy Sawatzky
before working to solve the mystery.
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Big River grad excels in education

By MAISIE
KRIENKE
Submitted

Another Big River
High school graduate
has reached for the top
and got there.

Charlene Delisle
Scrimshaw graduated
from Big River High
School in 1986. After
completing her educa-
tion degree, she was
employed by the Sas-
katoon Public School
system, serving as a
classroom teacher.

Over the years, she
completed several
more degrees at the U
of S and consequently
moved into roles of vice
principal,  principal,
and deputy director.
Now, she will be serv-
ing as Saskatoon Public
Schools’ director of ed-
ucation.

Throughout her ca-
reer in education,
Charlene says she had
the privilege to work
with many extraor-
dinary people in her
various roles, includ-

ing those in the class-
room and all the other
people schools depend
on — such as those
in transportation,
maintenance, payroll,
technology, communi-
cations, and the Sas-
katoon Public School
Foundation.

“I grew up in Big
River, a town many of
you will have visited,
whether it be for fish-
ing, hunting, attending
the Ness Creek Festi-
val, following New York
Ranger Braden Schnei-

CoMmmunITY CALENDAR

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 10am - 5pm; Wednesday
10am - 5pm; Thursday 1pm to 5pm; Friday 10am - 5pm

LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10am - 4pm; Thursday
10am - 4pm

SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 11am - 4pm; Wednesday
12 pm -5 pm

BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 1pm - 6pm; Thursday 1pm -
6pm; Friday 1pm - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm. Contact us for more info 306-
497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.

BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 11:30am - 5:30pm; Wednesday 11:30am
- 4:30pm; Thursday 11:30am - 4:30pm. Phone # 306-469-2152

CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library Hours: Tuesday
9:30am - 4pm; Wednesday 10:30am - 5pm; Phone: 306-468-2501

DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours: Tuesday 10am - 4pm; Wednesday 12pm -
6pm. Librarian: Aline Hannon

LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 9am - 2pm;
Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Friday 9am - 12pm

MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Saturday 10am - 2pm; Thursday 2pm - 8pm.
For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105
Railway Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2pm - 6pm;
Tuesday 2pm - 8pm; Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Thursday 12pm - 6pm; Friday 10
am - 5pm (Story Time 10:30am - 11:30am); Saturday 10am - 4pm.

BIG RIVER: Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting — Every Wednesday, 7:30 pm @
Train Station in Big River (Railway Avenue)

SHELLBROOK: Keith Alessi — Charitable Event — Tomatoes Tried To Kill
Me But Banjos Saved My Life — September 30, 2026, Shellbrook Theatre,
7:30pm. Tickets: www.shellbrookartscouncil.ca Adult: $40 | Senior (60+): $35
| Student (6-25): $15 | Children (5 & Under): Free. *All artist proceeds go to
further renovations of the Shellbrook Theatre and connecting our community
through arts and culture.

SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Boreas Pickleball — Come out and try the fun &
social sport of Recreational Pickleball in Shellbrook! New Players: Free Play
and 30 min. Introductory Lesson for the month of October! For more informa-
tion or to register, phone/text: Rhonda Martin at (306)468-7770.
SHELLBROOK: Skate Shellbrook Registration Open For: Parent & Tot - Starts
Oct 18; CanSkate - Starts Oct 14; PowerSkate - Starts Oct 18; and StarSkate!
Program info & registration: shellbrooksc.uplifterinc.com or email skateshell-
brook@gmail.com

PARKSIDE: ‘A TOUCH OF AUTUMN’ Honeywood (Dr. A. J. Porter) Heritage
Nursery Inc. Provincial Heritage Site Parkside, Sask. — Sept. 20th — 11 am - 4
pm. Enjoy Music, Great Artisan Displays, Tours, Food, Refreshments, Potted
Lilies, Perennials & Trees! $10.00/person, Children 10 and under free. Ph:
306-714-8200 - email: honeywoodn8@gmail.com, Facebook @ Honeywood
Heritage Nursery Inc.

SHELLBROOK: Learn to Play Pickleball — 3 Sessions in October at Shellbrook
Elementary School — $50 (includes required $30 membership to Pickleball
Canada)! All equipment is provided. Registration required by September 28th.
For more information or to register, phone/text: Betty Skarpinsky at (306)747-
7377. Sponsored by Shellbrook Boreas Pickleball

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We'll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar
FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60-° plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%

Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritivood Berald

Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0Q
Ph: 306-747-2442 « Fax: 306-747-3000 « Email: chads@sbchron. com

der, or fiddler John
Arcand,” Charlene
said during her open-
ing presentation to her

e

Charlene Delisle Secrimshaw.

2026 staff members.

“I loved school — the
academics, the sports,
and the leadership pro-

grams my school of-
fered. I wasn’t always a
model student. Howev-
er, I was very successful
because I was champi-
oned by a special teach-
er, Maisie Krienke.
She saw things in me
I never saw in myself.
She encouraged me to
play a leadership role.
She made exceptions
for me and made me
feel known, valued, and
believed in. And all this
has contributed to my
success.”

Recognizing Saska-
toon Public Schools’
strong academic pro-
grams, diverse learning
opportunities, excep-
tional arts, athletics,
language offerings,
and unique experi-
ence, Charlene says she
wants her schools to be
places where all stu-
dents feel they belong.

Sask votes for youth

social media limats

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Saskatchewan residents have spo-
ken overwhelmingly in favour of lim-
iting social media exposure for youth.

In response to a province-wide sur-
vey on the question “Do you support
social media limits for children under
the age of 16?” 86.34 per cent of re-
spondents answered yes.

Just under 14 per cent answered no,
but 68 per cent of those respondents
supported requiring parental con-
sent.

“The results have been shared with
the federal government and the feed-
back received will help inform Sas-
katchewan’s participation in broader
discussions regarding online safety
and the wellbeing of young people,”
Mental Health and Addictions Minis-
ter Lori Carr said in a statement.

The survey sought feedback on po-
tential restrictions for major social
media platforms, including TikTok,
Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and
Snapchat.

Respondents were also asked what
age should apply to any potential re-
strictions. A majority indicated that
social media limits should apply to
youth aged 16 and under.
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While respondents generally sup-
ported restrictions across all plat-
forms included in the survey, YouTube
was the platform most frequently
identified as warranting an exemp-
tion from limits.

“Over the past two years, we have
travelled across Saskatchewan and
spoken with thousands of youth, par-
ents and educators through our online
harms prevention program,” Youth
Matter Canada executive director
Laura Lawrence said in a statement.

“The message we have heard has
been very clear: the addictive design
of digital platforms like social me-
dia and YouTube, combined with the
prevalence of harmful content and
online predators, poses a real risk to
the mental health and wellbeing of
our children and teens.”

Youth Matter Canada is a Sas-
katchewan-based non-profit focused
on supporting youth mental health
through education, programming,
and community engagement.

Based on its outreach over the past
two years, 91 per cent of youth aged
12 to 18 said social media platforms
expose them to harmful content and
85 per cent said the exposure affects
their mental health.

“Age-appropriate access is an im-
portant first step, but it cannot be the
only one,” Lawrence said. “Educa-
tion, awareness of online harms, and
healthy boundaries around when and
how technology is used are all essen-
tial to protecting young people and
helping them build a healthier rela-
tionship with technology.”

The Government of Saskatchewan
says it will use the survey results to
support ongoing discussions with the
federal government on potential mea-
sures to strengthen online protection
for children and youth.
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Canada must remain focused on global trade

In the face of the col-
lapse of Canada-United
States-Mexico Agree-
ment (CUSMA) talks,
one thing has once
again become crys-
tal clear: Canada has
to look to the future,
working to forge trade
deals sans the U.S.
whenever possible.

The prospect of a new
CUSMA deal was al-
ways remote with pres-
ident Donald Trump at
the helm in the U.S. He
is that unicorn of pres-
idents, being in part
protectionist in the ex-
treme, with a healthy
dose of easily bruised
ego, resulting in his

decisions changing on
erratic whims no one —
himself included — can
explain coherently.

The issue for Canada
in terms of trade, and
really for any country
wanting to deal with
the U.S., is that Trump
creates a volatility that
is difficult to quantify.

We may hold out hope
that mid-term election
results in November
soften things. But a
cloud hangs over that
vote in terms of how
legitimate its results
might be, and there is at
least some who wonder
if Trump will ever will-
ingly leave the White

CALVIN
DANIELS

~

House.

And, if gone, the dam-
age he has caused in
terms of relations with
just about everyone —
shockingly North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong
Un being an exception
— that will likely take
years to rebuild.

So, it is important for
Canada, and in partic-
ular for the agriculture
sector, to see reports
like the recent one
where Pakistan is back
buying large volumes of
Canadian canola.

After Canada had
almost no sales to
Pakistan from 2023-
2025, the country is
apparently purchasing
506,656 tonnes of Ca-
nadian canola during
the first six months of
2026.

The deal isn’t so large
as to dramatically
change trade numbers
overall, but it is the sort
of thing Canada needs

to be redoubling its ef-
forts toward getting
done.

Certainly, many will
have seen suggestions
that Canada consider
joining the European
Union — a move that
would likely not be as
good for the ag sector as
one might think, given
how fiercely protective
of domestic agriculture
many EU countries are.

But such talk is at
least worth the process
of considering.

Long have we lived
next door to our ma-
jor trade partner. And
while there have been
disputes, we felt con-

fident at the end of
the day the U.S. was a
friend and ally.

An invasion of Vene-
zuela, a war started in
Iran, and covetous re-
marks about annexing
Greenland and Canada
becoming an American
state, are rather com-
pelling evidence that
Trump has tromped
upon multiple friend-
ships in pursuit of his
ego.

So, the rules of the
game have changed,
and Canada needs to
look globally more than
ever to forge new trade
efforts in the vacuum
that Trump has created.

By MINISTRY OF
AGRICULTURE
Submitted

Last week began with predomi-
nantly dry conditions across much of
Saskatchewan, allowing producers to
make harvest progress. Many regions
received rainfall and localized hail
later in the week and field activities
continued where conditions permit-
ted. Harvest is now 18 per cent com-
plete in Saskatchewan, up seven per
cent from the previous week. Prog-
ress remains significantly below the
5-year average of 39 per cent and the
10-year average of 34 per cent. Pro-
ducers remain optimistic that favour-
able weather conditions will support
further harvest progress.

Significant precipitation was re-
ported in many areas later in the
week. The Prairie Rose area recorded

Crop Report:

the highest rainfall at 136 millimetres
(mm), followed by the Fertile Belt area
at 125 mm. The Langenburg and Sas-
man areas also received 113 mm and
96 mm, respectively. The widespread
precipitation significantly improved
topsoil moisture conditions across
much of Saskatchewan.

Harvest operations, primarily in
winter cereals, pulses and other ear-
ly-seeded crops, continued as weather
conditions supported field activities.

The significant variation in grow-
ing conditions across Saskatchewan
resulted in a wide range of yield
estimates for all crops. Producers
throughout the province continue to
report considerable yield variabil-
ity due to the dynamic nature of the
growing season.

Current provincial average yield
estimates are 52 bushels per acre for
hard red spring wheat, 44 bushels per

Aug. 25 to 31

acre for durum, 94 bushels per acre
for oats, 74 bushels per acre for bar-
ley, 41 bushels per acre for triticale, 38
bushels per acre for canola, 26 bush-
els per acre for flax and 39 bushels per
acre for field peas. Lentil yields are
currently estimated at 1,361 pounds
per acre, while mustard, canary seed
and chickpea are 1,129 pounds, 1,266
pounds and 1,501 pounds, respec-
tively. In many parts of the province,
weather conditions during the grow-
ing season had a significant impact on
crop yields.

Crop damage over the past week
was mainly due to wind and rain,
which caused some localized flood-
ing. Sclerotinia stem rot damage in
canola was also reported, particular-
ly in regions with high precipitation
during the growing season.

Producers are actively working on
combining, swathing and desiccat-

ing crops seeded later in the season.
They are also busy baling and hauling
straw, as well as transporting grain.
Additionally, some producers have
started making projections and plans
for fall fieldwork to prepare the land
for next season.

With harvest well underway, pro-
ducers are reminded to follow safe
operating practices and remain vigi-
lant while working in the field. Hav-
ing fire suppression resources read-
ily available and taking precautions
around power lines can help reduce
risks during harvest. The public is en-
couraged to exercise caution and pro-
vide ample space when approaching
or passing farm machinery on roads.

The Farm Stress Line is available to
provide confidential support to pro-
ducers, toll-free at 1-800-667-4442.

A complete, printable version of the
Crop Report is available online.

Boosting soybean protein

By TANNARA YELLAND
Canadian Light Source

Soybean is a critical element of the global food
supply: Between its use for animal feed and hu-
man consumption, it accounts for roughly two-
thirds of plant-based protein meal output world-
wide. Canada is a global leader in sustainable
soybean production, with 70% of its crop, one of
the country’s top three by value, exported annu-
ally.

According to Brazilian scientist Gabriel Mon-
tanha, soy production has “exploded” in recent
decades to meet demand — but there hasn’t been a
corresponding increase in soybean’s protein con-
tent. “To ensure soy remains a sustainable crop,
we need to increase the protein content of soy
seeds,” says Montanha, who is doing a postdoc-
toral fellowship at the European Synchrotron Ra-
diation Facility (ESRF) in Grenoble, France. “It’s
critical we find ways want to generate more pro-
tein without increasing the amount of land we're
currently cultivating.”

Montanha and colleagues used the Canadian

Light Source (CLS) at the University of Saskatch-
ewan (USask), and Brazil’s National Synchrotron
Light Laboratory (LNLS) to determine if the min-
eral content of soybean seeds could influence their
nutritional content. With the help of synchrotron
imaging, the researchers investigated the loca-
tion of proteins and minerals inside four types of
soybean seeds; they found that certain minerals
appear to play a crucial role in protein formation.

“We could see that the genotypes that had high-
er protein content also had higher zinc and sul-
fur,” says Montanha, who completed this research
as part of his PhD, alongside collaborators at Bra-
zil’'s University of Sao Paulo and Sapienza Univer-
sity of Rome (Italy). The team’s findings are pub-
lished in the journal ACS Agricultural Science &
Technology.

Montanha says the imaging they did at the CLS
and LNLS was key to the research. “The use of
these different tools for structural and chemical
imaging of biological materials really pushed us
forward to understand the role of the nutrients in
the plant’s physiology.”

He and colleagues are already working on fer-

tilization techniques that could ensure soy seeds
have access to sulfur and zinc at key points in
their development to boost protein content.

Cross section image of a soybean seed.
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Shellbrook’s class of ‘86 celebrates 40 years

By ANN REMY
Submitted

Shellbrook’s class of
1986 reunited and rem-
inisced during a cele-
bration of its 40th high
school reunion on July
17 and 18.

Some members of the

“I know you...” followed
by the delight of sudden-
ly realizing exactly who
was standing in front of
you.

Before long, the years
between 1986 and 2026
seemed to collapse.

We talked about where
life had taken us: ca-

moves, adventures, suc-
cesses and challenges.
We learned about things
our classmates had ac-
complished that many of
us had never known.

And, of course, we re-
membered.

Saturday afternoon we
gathered at Duane Sto-

Duane generously
opened his home and
yard to all of us and took
on the important role of
Master Barbecuer, pre-
paring the meat with a
great deal of care and
doing an absolutely deli-
cious job of it.

Everyone contributed

on the tables. Lawn
chairs filled the yard.
Drinks were poured.
Conversations ~ moved
from one little group to
another.

One of the funniest
parts of the afternoon
was revisiting the in-
formation everyone had

trivia game.

We also pulled out our
Class Prophecies from
1986, those wonderful-
ly confident predictions
we made when we were
teenagers and apparent-
ly believed we had ev-
eryone, and perhaps life
itself, completely figured

class had remained con-
nected over the years,
while others hadn’t seen
one another since our
10-year reunion. And
some of us hadn’t been
together since Grade 10,
Grade 11 or graduation
itself.

But as it turned out,
the time apart didn't
matter much at all.

We began Friday eve-
ning with an informal
gathering at Gilles’ and
my motorhome in Kins-
men Park.

There were snacks,
drinks, my traditional
Jell-O shots, and plenty
of stories. But more than
anything, there was that

dren,

reers, marriages, chil-
grandchildren,

rey’s home for the main
reunion.

to the evening. Appetiz-
ers and salads appeared

submitted before
reunion as an informal

the out.

But there was also a
quieter and much more
important part of our re-
union.

Not everyone from
those school years had
the opportunity to grow
older with us.

So, our reunion was
a time to remember
friends from our school
years who are no longer
with us: Curtis Shutter,
Rick Chapman, Kerry
Lynn Perkins Ajas, Jan-
ice Trueman Kolenows-
ki, Veronica Adeline
McAdam Zdrill, Jacque-
line Anne Sommerfeld,
Von Bittner, and Warren
“Tex” Folden.

wonderful process of re-
discovery.

There were hugs. There
was laughter. There were
moments of looking at
someone and thinking,

Shellbrook’s Class of 1986. Back row, left to right: David Puddicombe, Tom Sinclair, Dwayne Fu-
sick, Gary Stene, Brad Stene, Duane Storey, and Myron Wall. Front: Deanna Pease (Mathers),
Darlene MacDonald, Cathy Bartley (Clarke), Lori Nelson (Steinhilber), Lynn Williamson (Beau-
lieu), Cindy Wall (Souch), Annette (Dumuth), Vicky Walker (Lemecha), Anissa Friesen (Tiegen),
and Ann Beaulieu Remy.

The reunion conclud-
ed with a trip to the lo-
cal bar, where we spent
the rest of the evening
talking, laughing, and
remembering.

Sask. RCMP issues school zone safety reminder

By SASK RCMP
Submitted

Saskatchewan RCMP Traffic Ser-
vices want to help drivers and par-
ents brush up on the dos and don’ts of
driving in school zones.

Inspector Lee Knelsen, Operations
Officer of the Saskatchewan RCMP
Traffic Services, says: “Everyone
plays a role in keeping children safe
in school zones. That’s why knowing
what to do is so important. Saskatch-
ewan RCMP officers will be present
in school zones across Saskatchewan,
reminding drivers to slow down, stay
alert and help protect young pedes-
trians.”

To help keep children safe, Inspec-
tor Knelsen encourages all drivers
to adopt the following behaviours in
school zones:

Reduce your speed.

Before entering a school zone, you
must reduce your speed to the posted
limit. The speed limit is in effect ev-
ery day of the week, all year. Resume
your previous speed only after having
exited the school zone.

Stop for school buses.

When a school bus has its red lights
flashing and stop arm extended, you
must stop at least five metres away
from the school bus. Wait for the red
lights to stop flashing and the stop
arm to be pulled in before moving
again.

Locate pedestrians, children
and cyclists around you.

When driving in a school zone, take
the time to locate pedestrians, cy-
clists, and scooter riders around you.

Children can be unpredictable while
playing or walking to and from school
and may enter the roadway unexpect-
edly. Stay alert, expect the unexpect-
ed, and give cyclists plenty of space.
Before opening your vehicle door, al-
ways shoulder check for approaching
cyclists and other road users.

Avoid U-turns and three-point
turns.

When driving in a school zone, nev-
er make a U-turn or a three-point
turn. These manoeuvres are illegal
because they can be difficult for chil-
dren to anticipate, increasing the risk
of a collision. If you need to change
direction, turn onto a different street
at the next intersection instead.

Parents who drive their children to
school have additional responsibili-
ties in keeping children safe in school
zones. Inspector Knelsen encourages
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parents to adopt the following be-
haviours in school zones:

Stop in designated areas.

When dropping off children at
school, do not stop in designated
school bus loading areas, which are
typically marked with cones. These
zones help students safely board and
exit buses at the curb. Always use
designated parent drop-off zones in-
stead.

If parent drop-off zones are full,
do not stop or double-park in driving
lanes, even temporarily. Doing so is
illegal and blocks other drivers’ view
of pedestrians, increasing the risk of
a collision.

Have children exit the vehicle
on the side away from moving
traffic.

When parent drop-off zones are
full, stop where your children can

safely exit your vehicle away from
traffic, ideally from the passenger
side on the same side of the street as
the school. This reduces their expo-
sure to passing vehicle.

Walk a block.

If you can, choose to park a little
farther from the school and walk the
rest of the way with your children. Tt
helps reduce traffic congestion near
the school and ensures children know
how to safely walk to school.

Stop your engine in the winter.

When stopping near a school in
winter, turn off your engine, even if
youre only parked briefly. Exhaust
fumes create a visual obstruction,
making it more difficult for drivers to
see children near your vehicle and for
children to see approaching traffic.

Teach your children a few
safety rules.

Refresh your children’s knowledge
of school traffic safety rules each
year. Remind them to use sidewalks
and crosswalks, look both ways be-
fore crossing, stay alert and avoid
distractions, texting or listening to
music. Walking the route to school
together before the first day can help
identify safe crossings and potential
hazards.

Inspector Knelsen added: “There
are many things we can do to help
keep children safe on their way to and
from school. But if I could ask driv-
ers to do just one thing, it would be to
slow down in school zones. Reduced
speeds give you more time to react to
the unexpected and can make all the
difference when it comes to prevent-
ing a collision.”
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APAS eyes potential of Clean Fuel Regulations

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle
Reporter

The Agricultural Produc-
ers Association of Saskatch-
ewan (APAS) is expressing
cautious optimism about
the economic potential that
could be unlocked by em-
bracing the federal govern-
ment’s Clean Fuel Regula-
tions.

Introduced by then-Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau’s
government in 2020, the
Clean Fuel Regulations
came into effect in 2023 and
require gasoline and diesel
suppliers to gradually reduce
the carbon intensity of the
fuels they produce and sell
in Canada.

By 2030, the federal gov-
ernment says, the regula-
tions will lower the carbon
intensity of gasoline and die-
sel to 15 per cent below 2016
levels, reducing greenhouse
gas emissions by 26 million
tonnes.

The regulations also in-
clude a $1.5 billion Clean
fuels Fund, aimed at sup-
porting domestic production
and adoption of low-carbon
fuels, such as hydrogen and
biofuels.

The Clean Fuel Regulations

PWC WINDOWS & DOORS + SMOWERS + RAILINGS *

are an integral part of the
federal government’s 2030
Emissions Reduction Plan:
Clean Air, Strong Economy.
In addition to helping Cana-
da reach its goal of achieving
net-zero emissions by 2050,
they’re intended to establish
Canada as a reliable produc-
er and consumer of biofuels.

Like other environmental-
ly-driven policies introduced
by the federal government
over the past decade, the
Clean Fuel Regulations have
often been dismissed as an
unfair burden on the prairie
provinces, and in particular
the oil and gas and agricul-
ture sectors.

Hoping to get beyond the
noise, APAS president Bill
Prybylski says the organiza-
tion took the initiative to re-
search the regulations at the
behest of its membership.
Based on its review of the
potential additional costs
and the possibilities for eco-
nomic gains, Prybylski says
APAS could support the reg-
ulations “under certain con-
ditions.”

“The biggest thing is to
ensure domestically pro-
duced feedstock, whether
that’s canola or minor acre-
age crops that are showing
potential to be a good source

133 - 15™ Street East,

for feedstock for renewable
diesel,” he said. “That’s the
kicker, to ensure that Ca-
nadian producers gain the
benefits from any additional
regulations.”

While Saskatchewan cano-
la producers are the most
obvious potential beneficia-
ries of the Clean Fuel Reg-
ulations, given the oilseed’s
proven potential as biofuel
feedstock, additional regula-
tions always mean financial
pain for producers.

APAS’ research suggests
that the regulations could
increase fuel costs by any-
where from 3.4 cents to 16
cents per litre, costing Sas-
katchewan $115 million an-
nually.

For producers, Prybylski
says, there needs to be trans-
parency about the additional
costs — where they’re com-
ing from, why they’re there,
and who’s paying for them.

“We have to make sure
that, if there are additional
costs to non-canola growing
producers, then there’s some
sort of compensation for
those additional costs with-
out the additional benefits,”
he said.

Should the Clean Fuel Reg-
ulations be implemented
properly, APAS believes the

benefits will outweigh the
additional costs, resulting
in a boost to Saskatchewan’s
economy of $592 million per
year.

Canola producers would
be the primary beneficiaries,
with canola oil and canola
seed demand growing by 1.5
million tonnes and 3.4 mil-
lion tonnes, respectively.

And with more canola be-
ing grown in Saskatchewan
for domestic use, canola
growers would no longer be
beholden to sometimes dif-
ficult trading partners, such
as China and the U.S.

“If these Clean Fuel Reg-
ulations were to be fully
implemented,  Saskatche-
wan would have to nearly
double its crush capacity,
which is going to create a
whole bunch of jobs in con-
struction and operation and
maintenance,” he said. “It’s
a whole bunch of economic
activity for rural communi-
ties.”

Though canola growers
have the most to gain off
the bat, Prybylski says these
benefits have knock-on ef-
fects for the rest of the econ-
omy, such as freeing up ele-
vator space for other crops.

“Creating a stable domes-
tic demand for our locally

grown product has the po-
tential to return great value
to the producers of the prov-
ince and the Saskatchewan
economy as a whole.”

The build-up of domestic
biofuel production is a stick-
ing point for Canada’s Farms
and Fuels Alliance (FFA) as
well. As written right now,
the FFA says, the Clean Fuel
Regulations are allowing
U.S. imports to crush the
domestic industry.

According to the FFA,
American producers receive
tax credits worth up to 36
cents per litre under U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
One Big Beautiful Bill Act.
These U.S. imports are then
further subsidized by the
Canadian government, cre-
ating an unlevel playing field
for Canadian producers.

As a result, American eth-
anol now accounts for 70
per cent of Canada’s blended
gasoline supply, up from less
than 50 per cent five years
ago.

Rather than a taxpay-
er-funded bailout, the FFA
wants the Clean Fuel Reg-
ulations amended to grant
domestic ethanol producers
the same level of tax credit
as their American competi-
tors.
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Shell Lake Seniors activity highlights

By DAVID JENSEN
Shell Lake 50+ Club

On Aug. 31, 16 members of the Shell
Lake 50+ club gathered to celebrate
birthdays and anniversaries for July
and August.

Entertainers for the evening were
the Stump Lake Slough Thumpin’
Brothers, a group of three brothers,
ages 13 to 17 years. They play and sing
real old style bluegrass music on typi-
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cal bluegrass instruments: the guitar,
mandolin, fiddle, and cello. Each of
the boys play multiple instruments.
Their repertoire includes both fa-
miliar and less familiar music. While
playing their music, their fingers
are flying. It is fast-pasted and well
synced, indicating extensive practice
and true joy. The boys were accompa-
nied by their enthusiastic and promo-
tional parents, Richard and Sue.
After the birthday song was sung,

Birthday celebrants for the months of July and August. From left to
right: Ray Leier, Corrie Rush-Battersby, Chris Lindsay, Colleen Reed,
and Donna Prafke.

The Stump Lake Slough Thumpin’ Brothers provided musical entertain-
ment. From left to right: Raef, Winston, and Burke Debruijn.

"PROUD T0 SUPPORT AND SALUTE OUR
LOCAL FARMERS WHO WORK HARD EVERYDAY
10 BRING US THE VERY BECT!"

AgroPak

the celebrating people gathered at the
head table. As usual, Anita Weiers did
her magic best preparing the birth-
day desserts for the evening.

She provided two very different
cakes, the first being a light and airy

angel food cake with a choice of Blue-
berry or Strawberry topping, and the
second being a black forest chocolate
cake.

More than one person had one piece
of each.

Gov’t commuts to second
SGI rate increase

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle
Reporter

SGI says it will proceed
with a planned 3.75 per
cent Auto Fund rate in-
crease on June 1, 2027,
despite  recommenda-
tions from the Saskatche-
wan Rate Review Panel to
pause them.

The decision was an-
nounced by Minister Re-
sponsible for SGI Jeremy
Harrison at a news con-
ference in Saskatoon on
Friday, and will increase
costs for Saskatchewan
vehicle owners by about
$39 per year or $3.25 per
month.

SGI imposed a similar
3.75 per cent increase on
June 1 of this year.

In its report, issued
in July, the Rate Review
Panel did recommend ap-
proval of this year’s rate
increase.

The panel acknowl-
edged that the 2026 in-
crease was “necessary,
justifiable and [a] step in
the right direction,” be-
cause Saskatchewan Auto
Fund costs have signifi-

A SAFE AND

cantly increased due to
higher damage claims,
inflation, more complex
vehicle repairs and higher
expenses, and revenues
have failed to keep pace.

Prior to June’s rate in-
crease, SGI had not in-
creased its rates since
2014. The auto fund oper-
ated at a loss for the past
four years.

Despite this, the panel
did not recommend ap-
proval of the 3.75 per cent
hike for June 1, 2027.

Instead, it wanted SGI
to submit a new applica-
tion that should be sup-
ported by “complete pub-
lic evidence, including a
financial forecast, capital
adequacy analysis, con-
sultation outcomes, non-
rate actions, and a capital
restoration plan.”

Other  recommenda-
tions made by the panel
included the Saskatche-
wan Auto Fund adopting
a capital margin of at least
6.5 per cent, presenting a
multi-year capital resto-
ration plan to restore the
Rate Stabilization Re-
serve to the 125 per cent,
and reviewing the safe
driver recognition pro-
gram to determine it re-
mains fair, among others.

In announcing its deci-
sion to proceed with the
second rate increase next
June, the government
said the approach balanc-
es affordability concerns

with the Auto Fund’s fi-

nancial needs.
“The panel's recom-
mendations  recognize

that claim costs and in-
flation are putting signif-
icant financial pressure
on the Rate Stabiliza-
tion Reserve and overall
Auto Fund sustainabili-
ty,” Harrison said. “Our
government’s response
balances those financial
realities with our com-
mitment to affordability
for Saskatchewan driv-
ers.”

The government’s deci-
sion to proceed with the
SGI rate hike was criti-
cized by the Official Op-
position, which accused
the government of failing
to act on Saskatchewan-
ians’ cost-of-living con-
cerns.

It also said the decision
is proof of the govern-
ment’s mismanagement
of SGI and other Crowns.

“For generations, Sas-
katchewan residents and
drivers have paid into
and built-up SGI, and af-
ter just eight years Scott
Moe has nearly undone it
all,” said Shadow Minis-
ter of Highways and SGI
Darcy Warrington in a
statement.

“And this isnt a one
off. SaskPower is facing
a serious financial crisis,
and now ratepayers are
facing massive power bill
increases.”
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New homes for some NFL quarterbacks

When the 2026 Na-
tional Football League
season Kkicks off this
week with a New
England at Seattle
Wednesday night clas-
sic, the same quarter-
backs who battled Feb.
8 in the Super Bowl
won 29-13 by Seattle,
Sam Darnold for the
Seahawks and Drake
Maye for the Patriots,
will both be under cen-
tre. The status quo at
QB will be in effect at
most other stadiums
around the league, too,
but there are a number
of QBs wearing new
NFL uniforms.

A handful of jour-
neymen quarterbacks
played a game of mu-
sical chairs in the Na-
tional Football League’s
off-season and many
fans are asking ‘who’s
starting where’? Let’s

examine the move-
ment.
Perhaps the most

significant change in-
volves Tua Tagovailoa,
for six years the start-
ing quarterback of the
Miami Dolphins. Tua,
whose actual first name
is Tuanigamanuolepo-
la, was a Pro Bowl QB
in 2022 and led the
NFL in passing yard-
age in 2023. But his
star dimmed during
the last couple of years
and in 2025, he led the
league in interceptions.
In March, he was flat-
out released by the Dol-
phins, and the Atlanta

Falcons snapped him
up, signing Tagovailoa
to a one-year contract
worth $1.215 million,
close to the league min-
imum. Tua is likely to
be the Falcons’ starter,
but will compete with
Michael Penix, drafted
two years ago, for the
top job.

Suiting up in Miami
to try to fill Tagovailoa’s
shoes is Malik Willis,
who was a backup in
Green Bay last year.
He signed a three-year
deal with the Dolphins
worth $67.5 million.

Kyler Murray, who
was picked No. 1 overall
in the 2019 draft by Ar-
izona Cardinals, didn’t
lead them to the prom-
ised land, as had been
hoped, and was re-
leased in March. Min-
nesota Vikings, who
are hoping that their
most recent top draft
pick, J.J. McCarthy,
will eventually develop
into a star, snapped up
Murray, signed him to
a minimum salary on a
one-year contract and
abruptly named him
the starting QB.

Geno Smith is ex-
pected to be the start-
er with New York Jets,
marking a return to
the team which draft-
ed him in the second
round in 2013. Smith
has bounced around
without much success,
playing for the Giants,
Chargers,  Seahawks
and the Raiders, be-
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fore being dealt back to
the Jets. The Raiders
deemed him expend-
able when they chose
No. 1 in the draft and
selected hotshot college
star Fernando Men-
doza, who led Indiana
to an unbeaten season
and the 2026 NCAA

championship.
Finally, another
quarterback situation

of interest will unfold
in Cleveland, where
Deshaun Watson is ex-
pected to be the No.
1 man ahead of last
year’s rookie hopeful,
Shedeur Sanders. The
son of Deion Sanders
played in eight games
for the Browns in 2025,
throwing seven TD
passes and 10 intercep-
tions. Watson, in the
final year of a five-year
$230 million contract
but plagued in recent
years by injury and se-
rious legal problems,
has all-star potential
and a terrible reputa-
tion.

Some will succeed.
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Some will fail. And the
quarterback carousel is
almost certain to con-
tinue again next year.

« Mike Bianchi of the
Orlando Sentinel: *
The Cleveland Browns
choosing Deshaun
Watson as the start-
ing quarterback over
Shedeur Sanders is the
NFL equivalent of look-
ing in the refrigerator,
seeing nothing but ex-
pired milk and decid-
ing, ‘Eh, what the hell,
it’s only five days past
due.”

e Retired basketball
star Shaquille O’Ne-
al: “Excellence is not a
singular act but a habit.
You are what you do re-
peatedly.”

« Headline from The-
Beaverton.com: “Guys
who get punched in the
head for a living wor-
ried about Trump’s cog-
nitive state”

« Super 70s Sports: “I
hereby retroactively de-

clare the Montreal Ex-
pos 1994 world cham-
pions. T'll be having a
parade tomorrow in my
living room.”

« Janice Hough of
leftcoastsportsbabe.
com: “Fans in San Jose
voted for “the Blades”
for their then new NHL
hockey team. And the
owners decided it had
ties to gang violence.
So they changed to the

‘Sharks.”  Apparently
never saw West Side
Story.”

» Mike Bianchi of the
Orlando Sentinel: “The
NFL has finally decid-
ed to eliminate the Pro
Bowl and the Pro Bowl
Games — a merciful end
for an event that had
been in hospice care
for about 20 years. Sad-
ly, doctors could find
no sign of competitive
life.”

o Another one from
fark.com: “NFL ends
the Pro Bowl. Both re-

maining viewers are
devastated.”

« “Another one from
Bianchi: “LIV Golf just
cancelled its final tour-
nament of the season
and now is laying off
all of its employees.
Translation: LIV is now
DED.”

o Another theonion.
com headline: “Do You
Have Any Idea Who I
Am?’ Jalen Brunson
Shouts At Librarian
Refusing To Move Him
Up ‘Lonesome Dove’
Waitlist.”

« Steve Simmons of
the Toronto Sun: “I'm
confused by the giant
salaries paid to NFL
broadcasters. Like,
why do it? I'm going to
watch because it’s foot-
ball. Tom Brady or Tony
Romo, or anyone else
for that matter, aren’t
the reason I tune in.”

Care to comment?
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

Canwood Library summer
events a big success

By BEV WYATT
Branch Librarian

The Canwood Library had a won-
derful summer of fun, creativity, and

community connection.

In collaboration with the Summer
Youth Program, the library wel-
comed approximately 140 children
throughout the summer for a variety
of creative and engaging activities,
including the Notice Nature Pro-

gram.

The summer wrapped up with a
special event at the local park, where

the Library Board hosted a picnic

lunch for the children. Everyone then
took on the challenge of a fun scaven-

ger hunt, putting their teamwork and

problem-solving skills to the test.
This summer would not have been
such a success without librarian Bev
Wryatt, the Summer Youth Program
workers, members of the Library
Board, volunteers and, most impor-

tantly, the children who came out.
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Kids created butterflies as part of Canwood’s Summer Youth Program

wind-up.
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By PATRICIA
HANBIDGE
Orchid Horticulture

Last week, we talked about
what is growing in my veg-
gie/fruit garden and how we
generally prefer to store the
crop for winter or alterna-
tively our favourite way to
consume the produce! We
managed to cover some of the
early and mid-season crops
and touched on some of the
vegetables that require a lot of
space to grow.

Let’s move onto the star of
the vegetable garden — the to-
mato. The one veggie (or fruit)
that is truly something we all
can’t wait to harvest as soon
as possible. For this reason
alone, I will seed some toma-
toes early so I can start eating
and enjoying them as early as
June! T grow lots of climbing
cherry tomatoes that are both
hybrid and heirloom. The
same goes for the larger toma-
toes as I have found that if I
grow a blend of these types, I
am always guaranteed a good
crop. If we happen to have a
cooler, cloudier summer, it is

The veggie garden: Part 2

the heirloom tomatoes that
can provide the bounty. If it
is hot, then I get to enjoy both
heirlooms and hybrids and
the feast if bountiful.

As far as cherry tomatoes
go, I love Sweet Million hy-
brids as they are productive
and do not crack. Some of my
other heirloom favourites are
Rapunzel, Chocolate Cherry
and Black Cherry. As far as
the larger tomatoes that are
heirloom include Manitoba,
Cherokee Purple and the best
ever tasting tomato Brandy-
wine. Other good hybrids in-
clude ‘Bush Beefsteak’, ‘Early
Girl’ and ‘Celebrity’.

The ways to enjoy tomatoes
are endless! I always pick ev-
erything when our daytime
temperatures do not get con-
sistently into the double digits
as they really do not grow and
can get damaged and thus will
store more poorly. Everything
that is green mature will ripen
and I often have many fresh
tomatoes into late November
and sometimes into Decem-
ber. I store them in flats in a
cool area and ensure I remove
any that begin to spoil right
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away. As far as processing, I
make a lot of salsa! It goes into
any hot dish that needs toma-
toes and brings in the pep-
pers, onions and garlic at the
same time. I generally process
these so I can store them in
jars, but sometimes I will fill
Ziploc bags, sealed well and
frozen flat to conserve space.
Root crops are always the
last to harvest and I tend to
leave them in the garden well
after the killing frost. How-
ever, if the tops of carrots or

any other crops are crowning,
I add some soil to ensure they
do not freeze. Carrots, pars-
nips, potatoes and beets just
get sweeter after a frost or
two, so as long as they have
not frozen, they are lovely. In
warmer climates, I will har-
vest these in spring if fall ends
up getting too busy.

Any of the brassicas (cab-
bage, broccoli, cauliflower
etc.) are harvested through-
out the season and picked
when they are ripe. I always

grow these crops under remay
cloth or floating row covers
as inevitably, the worm will
appear on the plate of an hon-
oured guest. I gave up trying
to find them all years ago and
prefer not to use any of the
common rotenone-like dusts
on what I consume.

Short season crops like
spinach, lettuce and spring
onions are now in their third
successive planting. We have
been enjoying fabulous salads
with all sorts of ingredients
from the garden. My children,
and now grandchildren love
to go and fill a basket from
the garden to make a salad as
there are edible greens, flow-
ers and more that will make
not only a beautiful salad but
one that is filled with a vast
array of nutrients.

I hope that you have been
enjoying harvesting what you
have grown!

Hanbidge is the Lead Hor-
ticulturist with Orchid Hor-
ticulture. Find us at wwuw.
orchidhort.com; by email at
growyourfuture@gmail.com
on facebook @orchidhort and
on instagram at #orchidhort.
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THE ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE

By DEB ANDERSON
Submitted

Years ago, a Bible College class assigned the task
of writing down 100 things I was thankful for.

“That will take a long time,” I mused.

The list was written in about thirty minutes and
is so valuable it rests by the head of the bed to this
day. One thought led to another. Our world sur-
rounds us with beauty and the marvel of our own

-

o

T

NEW SERVICE - Sea Can Rentals!

*Specially manufactured to be moYed empty or_ full i
& Temporary construction Fencing:

id Waste Collection
commercial & Agricultural
or-to-Door Collection

Large Commercial,
lition Removal

. Complete Sol
« Front Load Bins for
« Side Arm Services for Do

« Roll-off Containers for
Construction & Demo

CALL FOR MORE DETAILS!

www.tjdisposals.com

bodies gives us much to thank God for.

Scripture encourages us to give thanks when we
petition the Lord, not simply listing needs to Him.

“Enter His gates with thanksgiving in your heart”
(Psalm 100:4).

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to God” (Philippians 4:6).

These (and many others) encourage giving thanks
as a daily activity and attitude of heart, not merely
an annual event followed by a turkey dinner.

Consider the account of Jesus’ life where He was
summoned by the ten lepers.

The account relates: “[the lepers] stood afar off.
And they lifted up their voices and said, ‘Jesus,
Master, have mercy on us!” So when He saw them,
He said to them, ‘Go show yourselves to the priests.’
And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed.
And one of them, when he saw that he was healed,
returned...and [gave] Him thanks...He said to him,
‘Arise and go your way. Your faith has made you
whole.”

Through the years, translations have watered this
“whole” down to “made well”, but the original word
is “sozo,” which carries greater blessing. Wholeness
goes for body, soul, and spirit — saved, healed, and
delivered. Wonderful additional blessings were
granted to the thankful man, that go down in histo-
ry to show us God’s thoughts on giving thanks.

One preacher I heard gave even greater impli-
cations to this being made whole. Beyond rescue
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Smotiey s Auto Service

Keith Wason, Journeyman Mechanic
Phone: 306-747-8266
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from disease, the dark kingdom and promise of
eternal life, the preacher suggested that wholeness
was shown in that those damaged, disfigured areas
could well have been restored, made new (no more
missing fingers or nose).

We know our God to be gracious. Did He restore
all of the man’s body, with no signs of his past re-
maining?

There is no way to know for sure.

You decide.

206-747-2000
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Minutes of an RM of Canwood meeting

(Where necessary, the fol-
lowing minutes may have
been edited for brevity or
clarity.)

A regular meeting of the
Council of the Rural Mu-
nicipality of Canwood No.
494 was held in the Munic-
ipal Council Chambers, at
641 Main Street, Canwood,
Sask., on July 21, 2026,
commencing at 9 a.m.

Present were Reeve Levi
Schutte, Chief Administra-
tive Officer Lorna Benson,
and the following Council-
lors for their respective divi-
sions: #2 Gerald Muller, #3,
Rick Jensen, #4 Mario Bois-
vert, #5 Kevin Olson, and #6
Cody Lockhart.

Absent: #1 Vacant

Delegations:

9:30 a.m. Kari Carr, Co-
alition of R.M. of Canwood
Lake Lot Owners

10 a.m. Dwight Diehl,
Public Works Supervisor,
Municipal Operations Up-
date

Muller: That the minutes
of the June 16 Regular Coun-
cil Meeting be approved as
presented. Carried

Jensen: That the minutes
of the June 22 Budget Meet-
ing be approved as present-
ed. Carried

Muller: That the State-

ment of Financial Activities
for the month of June 2026
for the R.M. General Ac-
count be approved as pre-
sented. Carried

Muller: That we approve
the payments as listed on
the attached account listing
for a total of $339,169.75
Council Direct Deposits for
July and Payroll Direct De-
posits for 2026 Pay Period
13 & 14. Carried

9:30 a.m. Delegation Kari
Carr spoke to Council.

9:47 a.m. Delegation Kari
Carr left the Council meet-
ing.

Jensen: That we purchase
a 2026 John Deere Grad-
er 772P Motor Grader from
Brandt with a trade in of
the 2017 CAT 140M AWD
Motor Grader for a cost of
$335,126.57. Carried

Muller: Further to the
above resolution, and Res-
olution No. 6 of March 18,
2026, we instruct the Chief
Administrative Officer to
make application to the Af-
finity Credit Union for fi-
nancing for 5-year terms
and monthly payments for
the equipment purchases as
follows: 2026 John Deere
Grader 772P Motor Grad-
er $560,909.10, 2026 John
Deere Grader 772 Motor

Grader $200,000. Carried

Public Works Supervisor
Dwight Diehl attended the
meeting at 10:10 a.m.

Public Works Supervisor
Dwight Diehl left the meet-
ing at 11:00 a.m.

Olson: That we hire Cha-
os Fire Service and Repair,
Allan, Sask., to complete
the valve repair on the Can-
wood Fire Truck at a cost of
$2,200. Carried

Lockhart: That we con-
tribute $2,500 from the
funds in the Dedicated
Lands Account to the Deb-
den Recreation Board for
the roof of the arena that is
located within the boundar-
ies of the Village of Debden,
subject to any approvals re-
quired by the Ministry of
Government Relations in
accordance with The Plan-
ning and Development Act,
2007, and The Dedicated
Lands Regulations, 2009.

Further to this, the contri-
bution is subject to the im-
plementation of a condition
on the contractor of a 25%
holdback subject to final in-
spection. Carried

Lockhart: That we renew
our Affiliate Level Member-
ship with Farm & Food Care
Saskatchewan at a cost of
$1,050. Carried

HAVE A SAFE & PROSPEROUS
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Muller: That we appoint
Marcel Baynton, Duck Lake,
Sask., as the Municipality’s
Weed Inspector for the year
2026. Further to this, the
rate will be $30 per hour
and $1.26 per Kkilometer.
Carried

Lockhart: That we adopt
the revisions to Policy No.
7.07 Dust Suppression. Car-
ried

Muller: That we now re-
cess this meeting at 1:05
p.m. for a presentation by
Jensen Stromberg Char-
tered Professional Accoun-
tants on the 2025 Financial
Statements of the R.M. of
Canwood No. 494. and the
2025 Financial Statements
of Highway 55 Waste Man-
agement Corporation. Car-
ried

Boisvert: That we now
reconvene this meeting at
2:20 p.m. Carried

Lockhart: That we ap-
prove the request of Denise
Dumais to consolidate the
two 80-acre parcels on the
SW 17-53-06 W3. Carried

Schutte: That we acknowl-
edge the Building Permit
Application of Roy Bedient
for a detached garage, pur-
suant to Section 9.1.2 of the
Municipal Zoning Bylaw
2003-7. Carried

Jensen: That we approve
the Development Permit
Application of Corrine and
Richard Schwehr for two
storage sheds in the Agricul-
tural District of the Munic-
ipal Zoning Bylaw 2003-7.
Carried

Muller: That we acknowl-
edge the Building Permit
Application of Myrna Elia-
son to move in an RTM and
seacan, pursuant to Section
9.1.2 and 9.1.1(1)(b) of the
Municipal Zoning Bylaw
2003-7. Carried

Schutte: That we acknowl-
edge the Permit Extension
Application of James Sy-
mynuk to complete the de-
tached garage by May 31,
2027. Carried

Jensen: That we now file
the correspondence. Carried

Lockhart: That we strong-
ly urge Municipal Hail
Insurance to review and
increase the commission
compensation levels provid-
ed to R.M.s to better reflect
the current administra-
tive efforts and operational
costs involved in delivering
these services. Carried

Jensen: That we approve
the Council’s Indemnity as
presented. Carried

Lockhart: That we now ad-
journ at 2:25 p.m.
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By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Herald
Reporter

The term “Farm Fresh”
rolls off every market-
ing campaign of a savvy
farmer, adorns kitchen
decor, and is even a paint
colour for one of the pop-
ular paint brands in your
hardware store.

Evoking the feeling of
food being picked and
delivered without inter-
vention, the slogan draws
up memories of visiting
grandma’s farm for a
wholesome meal where
everything was grown or
gathered by someone you
trust without question.

Consumer preferences
for farm-fresh goods and
locally grown produce,
along with modern tech-
nological advances and
distancing practices that
evolved as a result of a
global pandemic, have
given rise to the increase
in farm-direct sales.

Data from the 2021
Census of Agriculture
show that both the num-
ber and the proportion
of farms reporting direct
sales have increased over
the 2016 date. But the pre-
dominant methods used
by farms to sell products
directly to consumers
have also changed.

Responding to the
growing consumer de-
mand for farm-fresh
goods over grocery store
produce, Canada’s farms
have also evolved. Every
province and territory
except Nunavut reported
farm-direct sales as of
the last reported census.

On-site stands proved
to be the most frequent-
ly reported direct sales
method, with 8.2 per cent
of all farms in Canada re-
porting having a stand.

Locally, farm stands
fulfill the consumer de-
mand throughout the
countryside. Dotting the
landscape near Leoville,
Meeting Lake, Spirit-
wood and Shell Lake, the
farm stands compliment
the weekly Farmers Mar-
kets and market gardens
already in the area.

Windmill Stock Farm
Stand placed their stand
at the crest of a hill to one
side of a rural junction
along the busy road to
Echo Bay and Misty Bay
on Big Shell Lake. With
a retro farm cart serving
as their stand, the side-
bar to a weekend getaway
proves to be worth the

pause.
“Our most popular
items have been the sour-

dough bread and the
‘Char’s Pickle Dip’. How-
ever, when fall arrives, we
will sell 80 to 100 pump-
kins in one afternoon!”
notes Jill Cronin, owner
of Windmill.

What started in 2022
has matured into a larger
undertaking, with a corn
maze added to the prop-
erty — but with a chari-
table fundraising compo-
nent.

While visitors to the
corn maze can enjoy the
fun of winding their way
through the crop (which
is later feed for the cattle)
on weekends preceding
the witching season, the
Northern Spirit 4-H Club
haunts the maze near
Halloween to raise mon-
ey for their club.

According to their post-
er, “Although the corn is
for cows, giving the Club
a purposeful fundraising
opportunity is the main
goal.”

In its second year, the
corn maze has grown
from two acres last year

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FARMERS |

BUY LOCAL ° EATLOCAL I

WAN

DERING SHOVEL

FARM & MARKET GARDEN
306.883.8832

www.wanderingshovelfarm.ca

Salute to the Farming Community

e Automotive &

to four acres this year.
“The average time for an
adult to go through for
the first time is roughly
23 minutes, unless they
get stuck in the spiral.” (I
will leave that to someone
else to unpack.)

Many of the local farm
stands offer a guest book
and all are operated on
the honour system. With
a cash box and instruc-
tions for e-transfer placed
at the site, consumer con-
venience means more
sales volume.

With curb-side pickup
being a common practice
in 2026, many shoppers
appreciate the ability to
place an order through
social media and send
payment electronically.

Before hitting the road
— or on the way — con-
sumers typically check
their favourite Farm
Stand’s Facebook page to
see what the weekly of-
ferings are and to inter-
act with the seller to find
out if they have items in
stock, i.e.: “I won't be go-
ing by the stand until lat-
er this afternoon — can
I still get eggs if they are
sold out?”

Indeed, the global pan-
demic of 2020 changed
the way consumers ex-
pect to access products as
well as the way producers

The Windmill Stock Farm Stand cart sits on rural junction along the

The rise of the local tarm stand

2 SO =iy

busy road to Echo Bay and Misty Bay on Big Shell Lake.

are able to market them.

In its first year of op-
eration, the Prairie Grid
Farm Stand — located off
Highway 24 a few miles
north of Spiritwood —
is situated right on the
farm yard of owner Tracy
Jantz.

Offering the traditional
eggs and baking, Prairie
Grid also ventures into
home decor, pottery, can-
dles and floral arrange-
ments.

The value-added prod-
ucts are made with the
farm’s home-grown in-
gredients, including cold-

pressed canola oil. Lean-
ing heavily on the floral
component, Prairie Grid
offers pricing by the stem
as well as professionally
crafted wedding bou-
quets.

Social interaction is in-
corporated into the sea-
son at Prairie Grid with
an end of season gather-
ing — the “Farm Stand at
Dusk” soiree was held in
late August to celebrate a
successful season under
the lights.

Offering iced coffee and
cupcakes for purchase,
the event was the result

Kiara Duhaime stands amongst the tall corn in Windmill Stock Farm

Stand’s corn maze.

of a social media survey
on the Stand’s Facebook
page. With their ideal lo-
cation — nearly halfway
between Spiritwood and
Leoville, Prairie Grid of-
fers delivery to both small
towns at certain times
when it coincides with
their trips to town.

Grown & Gathered is
also ideally located to ac-
commodate the lake traf-
fic in summer.

Situated at Meeting
Lake just before entering
several of the lake’s sub-
divisions, Grown & Gath-
ered is in its second year
of selling largely produce
and value-added items
such as pickles, jams and
jellies.

With an apparent spe-
cialty in the sourdough
vein, this farm stand has
quickly built up a repeat
clientele.

“Tlike trying all the new
treats they offer, but I am
currently obsessed with
the sourdough cinnamon
peach donuts!” offered
one farm stand devotee.

Encapsulating all of
Statistics Canada’s find-
ings into acommon-sense
rationale, the devotee
adds: “I choose local
farm stands because they
make it easy to find fresh,
delicious, locally-sourced
goods close to home or
the lake. Knowing I am
supporting a neighbour
do something they enjoy
is also rewarding. Noth-
ing beats homemade!”

Farm Parts &
Repairs -
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?oyd "s” ??rzgg « Gas & Propane EWherelWelMeet]By/Accidenta
esmen, Michelle, Gavin _ ,. e
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Medstead, Sask. * Tires P y ol 7:30am - 5:00pm

250 15t Street E, FREE ESTIMATES

Prince Albert, SK S6V 1G2
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boydsgarage@sasktel.net

Tel: 306-342-4610

Curtis Simmonds Owner/Operator
306-961-7431




SHELLBROOK CHRONICLE & SPIRITWOOD HERALD W SEPTEMBER 10, 2026 + FALL AGRICULTURE EDITION

Keeping your crops market-ready

By REBECCA HORT
Ministry of Agriculture

Harvest is ongoing and there are
many things to keep in mind to ensure
your grain can be sold into any market.
Before applying pre-harvest pesticides
always check the label and be aware of
any restrictions that may impact the
marketability of your grain.

When spraying harvest aids close to
the end of the growing season, be mind-
ful of pre-harvest intervals (PHIs). The
PHI is the minimum amount of time
that must be left from when the herbi-
cide is applied to when the crop is cut by
swathing or straight-cut combining. If
the proper time has not passed between
application and cutting, residues may be
left on the seed and the grain may not be
accepted by grain buyers. PHIs are vari-
able between specific products, ranging
from several days to over 60 days. This
timeframe allows for the active pesti-
cide ingredients to break down, with the
more time that has passed, resulting in
less residue remaining. Check out the
Pre-Harvest Interval Calculator Tool on
the Keep it Clean website to find out how
many days you need to wait between ap-
plication and harvest.

Marketability of the crop can be at risk
when not following the PHI of a product.
Maximum Residue Limits (MRLS) are
determined for pesticides based on us-
ing the registered rate at the correct crop
stage. By applying a pesticide product at
the incorrect maturity stage, the grain
may acquire pesticide residues above

Novlan Bros Sales is a full service Ford, New Holland, Bourgault and Versatile dealership
offering first class sales and service for each of our customers.

We have been committed to serving Alberta, Saskatchewan, and beyond since 1929 and we i
look forward to giving you the friendly and trusted local service that our customers enjoy.

Visit us online to view our huge selection of inventory,
or call any of our three locations for your sales, parts or service needs!

£ NEW HOLLAND
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the MRL set by regulatory agencies. Ap-
plication should occur when the crop is
physiologically mature. If a pre-harvest
aid is applied to a crop that is too green,
the seed can then take up the product,
resulting in high pesticide residues in
the grain and limited marketing options.
Pre-harvest products need to be applied
at less than 30 per cent seed moisture
content throughout the whole field.

NOVLAN

BROS

vVERSATILE

When applying glyphosate pre-har-
vest, remember that it is not a desiccant
and should only be used for weed con-
trol. If saving the grain for seed, glypho-
sate should not be applied pre-harvest
as it may decrease the germination rate.
When tank mixing products, such as
glyphosate for pre-harvest weed control
and Saflufenacil (Heat), the PHI must
follow the most restrictive product label.

Review the Product Advisory for mar-
ket risks based on crop protection prod-
ucts to ensure your crop is acceptable for
domestic and export markets. The five
tips for keeping your crops ready for the
market are:

1. Use acceptable pesticides only —
Only applying pesticides registered for
crop use in Canada and acceptable for
domestic and export markets, will help
minimize trade concerns when market-
ing your grain.

2. Always read and follow the label —
Follow the correct application rate, tim-
ing of application and PHI of the specific
product you are using.

3. Manage disease pressures — Fol-
lowing an integrated disease manage-
ment plan will help you protect your
crop from disease and ensure your grain
will meet the requirements of export
markets.

4. Store crops properly — If not stored
properly, the crop quality can decrease
or the grain can contain harmful con-
taminants, both affecting market risk.

5. Deliver what you declare — When
delivering grain to a licensed grain com-
pany, a declaration must be filled out
confirming the variety of grain being
sold. Certain grain buyers may also ask
you to sign that specific crop protection
products were not used.

For more information on PHIs, mar-
ketability and tools and resources, visit
the Keep it Clean website. To connect
with a local crops extension specialist,
contact the Agriculture Knowledge Cen-
tre at 1-866-457-2377.

Paradise Hill, SK

#47 1t Avenue | Phone: (306)344-4448

e
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North Battleford, SK

10022 Thatcher Ave | Phone: (306)446-2223

www.nhovianbros.com
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Follow farm safety guldehnes

Agriculture is rou-
tinely ranked among
the most dangerous
professions around the
world. Both the Nation-
al Safety Council and
the National Institute
for Occupational Safety
and Health say agricul-
ture is one of the most
hazardous industries
in the United States.
In Canada, farmers are
five times more likely to
die from work-related
injuries than workers
in all other industries.
According to the Cana-
dian Agricultural Inju-
ry Reporting program,
agriculture-related in-
cidents kill an average
of 70 to 110 people each
year.

Farming operations
continue to push for-
ward with more mech-
anized and high-tech
equipment that requires
routine reviews of safe-
ty protocols. Ensuring
safe working conditions
is vital within the agri-
cultural sector. These
guidelines can set the
course for safer farming
work.

+ Rollover Protective

Structure (ROPS): The
most effective lifesav-
er on a farm is ROPS.
When combined with
seatbelt use, ROPS is 99
percent effective in pre-
venting death during a
tractor overturn. ROPS
are roll bars or roll cag-
es fitted for wheel- and
track-type tractors, says
Penn State Extension.
Modern guidelines in-
dicate that all machin-
ery should be fitted
with updated guarding
to prevent entangle-
ment accidents, which
are often caused by
Power Take-Off shafts.

» Respiratory protec-
tion: Grain bins and
silos can pose signif-
icant risks on a farm.
This includes toxic air
exposure as well as the
risk for engulfment.
High-profile incidents
in 2023 illustrated the
threat that oxygen-lim-
iting silos can pose after
deadly carbon dioxide
concentrations  form.
Risk of suffocation also
is great in a grain bin if
a person is engulfed by
grain. Workers should
never work in a bin

\KRAMER

TRAILER SALES /simEe-TRac

We have your hauling needs covered.
Check out our website to see what
we have in stock or give us a call and
we can discuss your trailer needs.

Custom orders available!
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alone and should uti-
lize a lockout/tagout
system to ensure that
all augers are off before
entry.

e Chemicals and
biological hazards:
High-potency  pesti-
cides and fertilizers
create their own haz-
ards on the farm. Per-
sonal protective equip-
ment (PPE) is a must
when working with
chemicals. Most mod-
ern standards require
proper ventilation,
chemical-resistant
gloves and dedicated
eye protection to pre-
vent acute poisoning
and long-term health
issues.

result in tinnitus (ring-
ing in the ears) and
eventual hearing loss
unless hearing protec-
tion is worn regularly.

» Fatigue and men-
tal health: Mental and
physical fatigue of farm
workers can result in
injury as well. A critical

that “fatigue manage-
ment” needs to be pri-
oritized, according to
the United States De-
partment of Agricul-
ture. Tired operators
can be vulnerable to
lapse-of-attention er-
rors, so farmers are en-
couraged to implement

factor for farmers. En-
vironmental factors
such as drought, floods,
wildfires, pests, and
diseases, as well as long
hours and financial
concerns, can result in
feelings of isolation and
frustration. Stress is
a known precursor to
physical accidents on
the farm.

These are just some
of the risk factors on
farms that can lead to
accident or injury. Falls
from ladders, injuries
from livestock, expo-
sure to UV rays, and
exposure to high lev-
els of dust, mold and
bacteria also can affect
modern farmers. Agri-

trend uncovered in re-
cent agricultural safety
research ultimately led
researchers to conclude

» Hearing protection:
Exposure to the sounds
of farm machinery and
other equipment can

scheduled breaks.

The Rural Health
Information Hub says
that stress also is a big

cultural safety needs to
evolve as quickly as the
changing operations on
farms.

Police 1ssue warming about stolen
RCMP equipment

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The Saskatchewan RCMP is advising the pub-
lic to be aware of individuals who may be imper-
sonating police officers, following the theft of an
RCMP officer’s equipment from a hotel in Prince
Albert in the early morning hours of Sept. 2.

According to the RCMP, the officer had been
staying at the hotel as part of their policing duties.

Investigation has determined that four people
— three males and one female — broke into the
room at the hotel, which is on 38th Street West.
The room was not occupied at the time, the theft
was recognized as soon as the officer returned to
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it, and the office promptly notified the Prince Al-
bert Police Service.

Police say an RCMP service pistol, three pistol
magazines, two carbine magazines, a baton, pep-
per spray, a grey RCMP shirt with RCMP patches
on the shoulders, as well as some of the officer’s
personal effects were among the items stolen.

A conducted energy device, and a police duty
jacket, vest, body-worn camera, and radio were
also stolen, but recovered later after a ground
search around the area of the hotel.

One adult male was arrested later in the morn-
ing in Prince Albert. Another male suspect was
arrested at a Prince Albert residence the follow-
ing day, and much of the stolen equipment was
recovered.

The Prince Albert Police Service and Saskatch-
ewan RCMP continue to investigate. Both the
Prince Albert Police Service and Saskatchewan
RCMP say they will continue working to locate the
service pistol and some of the magazines.

Initial review of the incident indicates the offi-
cer stored their equipment securely. The suspects
broke into a secure location illegally and stole the
equipment. The pistol, conducted energy weapon,
cartridges, baton, and spray were in a locked box.

“We understand the concern when unauthorized
individuals possess police clothing and equip-
ment. If you ever are in a situation where you are
unsure if someone is actually a police officer, you
may request to see their badge and ID card,” the
Saskatchewan RCMP advises.

“Both the badge and card will show the same
regimental number and the ID card will have a
photo of the officer. If you have further concerns,
when it is safe to do so, call 310-RCMP or 9-1-1
to verify the identify of the officer or individual
involved.”

It is illegal to impersonate a police officer.

If you notice anything else concerning, or if any-
thing seems “off” during an encounter with police,
call your local police service or Crime Stoppers.

If you have any information about this theft or
know of anyone in possession of police equipment
they shouldn’t have, call the Prince Albert Police
Service at 306-953-4222. Information can also be
submitted anonymously by contacting Saskatche-
wan Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or
www.saskcrimestoppers.com.
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The importance of soil health measurements

By JACQUELINE
DRIESCHNER
Ministry of Agriculture

Soil health, also known as soil qual-
ity, describes how well soil can per-
form its many functions, including
supporting plant growth, providing
clean air and water, sustaining wild-
life and contributing to productive
agricultural landscapes. This defi-
nition recognizes that soil is more
than a material that holds plants in
place, it is a complex ecosystem con-
taining minerals, organic matter,
water, air and billions of microorgan-
isms. These microorganisms cycle
nutrients by breaking down organic
matter and forming beneficial rela-
tionships with plants that support
growth.

For Saskatchewan agricultural
producers, soil health has practical
and economic value. Healthy soils
provide several benefits that support
long-term productivity, including:

« Improving water filtration and
storage, helping crops withstand
excess or deficient moisture con-
ditions;

» Reducing the risk of erosion by
wind or water;

+ Cycling nutrients more efficient-
ly; and

» Improving resiliency to variable
weather conditions, helping sta-
bilize yields.

While the concept of soil health

is widely accepted, measuring it re-

mains a challenge. Producers often
ask a simple question: what does soil
health mean for my farm? They want
information that is connected to pro-
ductivity, profitability and manage-
ment decisions.

Most producers are familiar with
traditional soil tests that measure
nutrient levels and physical proper-
ties, such as pH and texture. These
tests often lead directly to manage-
ment recommendations. For exam-
ple, if a soil nutrient test shows low
phosphorus levels, fertilizer can be
applied to help achieve yield goals.
In contrast, new biological soil tests
measure microbial abundance and
activity, but the results can be more
difficult to interpret and apply to an
on-farm management decision.

Simplot

GROWER SOLUTIONS

We’'re a part of your community.

In your fields.

At Simplot Grower Solutions, we offer a team of
agronomic experts and innovative technology.

We’ve been committed to providing the personalized
advice, quality products, and proactive service
that your operation requires for over 75 years.

Still family-run, our local Simplot Grower Solutions
team is committed to helping you succeed.

<\

Contact your local Crop Advisor today!

Simplot Grower Solutions Spiritwood, SK
Highway 24 North (306) 883-2476

By your side.

Crop Nutrition | Crop Protection | Seed & Treatments

Agronomy Expertise | Ag Innovation | Custom Fertilizer

This is why it is recommended
to use these biological soil tests to
benchmark a field or site’s soil health
score before and after the implemen-
tation of a management practice.
Benchmarking could help evaluate
how management practices such as
reduced tillage, residue retention, di-
verse crop rotations, cover cropping,
livestock integration and targeted
fertility management influence soil
health over time. This information
could help producers better under-
stand how management decisions
affect soil performance and produc-
tivity.

One challenge with soil health test
results is that they can vary depend-
ing on environmental conditions,
sampling methods, laboratory pro-

cedures and the testing laboratory
itself. For this reason, producers,
researchers and industry specialists
are calling for greater standardiza-
tion of soil health testing and report-
ing. Until standardized soil health
testing between labs is available, it
is recommended to use the same soil
testing lab for consistent measure-
ments, allowing producers to bench-
mark their soils and track changes
over time.

It is also important to evaluate soil
health within the context of a soil’s
inherent characteristics, including
soil order, soil texture, climate and
landscape position. For example,
loamy grassland soil in southern Sas-
katchewan should not be expected
to have the same soil health char-
acteristics of sandy forested soil in
northern Saskatchewan. Soil health
assessments must account for these
natural differences.

Ultimately, soil health is about
maintaining the long-term capacity
of soil to support productive, profit-
able and sustainable agriculture. By
measuring and managing soil health
more consistently, producers can
make informed management deci-
sions while protecting one of their
most valuable resources for future
generations.

Contact the Agriculture Knowledge
Centre at 1-866-457-2377 to speak to
your local extension specialist about
beneficial management practices that
can improve soil health and quality.
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How Al is transforming agriculture

Technology has rev-
olutionized global ag-
riculture. Automation
has changed the ag-
ricultural sector, and
those changes might
have arrived in the nick
of time.

The global popu-
lation is projected to
reach nearly 10 billion
by 2050, and the Food
and Agriculture Orga-
nization of the United
Nations estimates that
food production has
to increase by at least
70 percent to keep up
with demand. In order
to address the deficit
without exhausting the
Earth’s finite resources,
many farmers are seek-
ing help from artificial
intelligence (AI). AT of-
fers farmers additional
perks as well.

Precision
agriculture

Precision is a nota-
ble benefit of utilizing
AI within the agricul-
tural sector. By using
Al-powered  sensors
and satellite imagery,
farmers can monitor
crop health by looking
at each and every plant
instead of inspecting by
the acre. According to a
report by Marketsand-
Markets, a revenue

impact and marketing
consulting firm, the
market for AI in agri-
culture is expected to
grow from $1.7 billion
(the figure in 2023) to
$4.7 billion by 2028.
Precision helps to
keep plants strong and
weed-free. Al-driven
“see-and-spray” tech-
nology utilizes comput-
ers to identify weeds
among crops and ap-
ply herbicides only to
those weeds. This re-
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duces blanket-spraying
an entire field, which
is a waste of resources.
Research published in
the Journal of Agricul-
ture and Food Chemis-
try indicates that this
Al-guided tool can re-
duce herbicide use by
up to 90 percent. This
reduces costs to farm-
ers and benefits local
ecosystems.

Risk management

Weather across the
planet has featured an
uptick in volatile, un-

anticipated conditions.
This can make planting
even more challenging
for farmers. AI models
can process decades of
historical weather data,
soil conditions and at-
mospheric changes to
offer predictive analyt-
ics that help the agri-
culture industry.

By using predictive
Al tools, farmers can
determine optimal
planting windows to
maximize yield, ac-
cording to the Inter-

national Food Policy
Research Institute. In
addition, AT algorithms
can predict outbreaks
of pests and diseases
before farmers notice
them on their own.
Multispectral imagery
from drones can detect
crop stress caused by
nutritional deficiencies
or fungus days before a
human might recognize
such indicators.

By catching things
early, farmers can re-
duce risk of a poor crop

and financial losses.
Automation

Agricultural  labor
shortages are forcing
farming operations
to seek alternatives to
get the job done. The
American Farm Bureau
Federation notes that
farm labor has become
more expensive and it’s
harder to find workers
who want to do the ar-
duous tasks often re-
quired of them.

In Canada, the Cana-
dian Agricultural Hu-
man Resources Council
reported 28,200 un-
filled agriculture jobs
in 2022. The organiza-
tion says this resulted
in $3.5 billion in lost
sales.

Al-driven  robotics
and autonomous trac-
tors guided by GPS
can help fill the void.
These devices can work
through the night, pre-
paring soil, harvesting
crops and performing
other vital tasks.

Al continues to be
integrated into the ag-
ricultural sector. In
order to maintain food
security and mitigate
labor shortages, farm-
ing operations are us-
ing technological tools
to bridge gaps and im-
prove efficiency.

Sask. looks to boost early literacy

By MINISTRY OF
EDUCATION
Submitted

Helping students
build strong founda-
tional reading skills be-
gins with understand-
ing their early learning
needs. This Septem-
ber, the Government
of Saskatchewan will

be providing provin-
cial reading screeners
for Kindergarten to
Grade 3 students. The
screeners are part of
its Actions to Improve
Early Literacy initiative
and will help teachers
identify students who
may need additional
help with foundational
reading skills.
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“Strong reading skills
open doors for students
throughout their ed-
ucation and beyond,”
Education Minister Ev-
erett Hindley said. “By

providing  provincial
reading screeners and
expanding  supports

for teachers, we are en-
suring Saskatchewan’s
youngest learners re-
ceive the high-quali-
ty literacy instruction
they need to become
confident readers.”

Provincial  reading
screeners are brief, ev-
idence-based  assess-
ments aligned with
Saskatchewan curric-
ula and developed by
internationally recog-
nized literacy experts.
Students from Kinder-
garten to Grade 3 will
participate in reading
screening, ensuring
educators are able to
identify students who
might need additional
supports and respond
quickly to provide tar-
geted supports when
they can have the great-
est impact.

The Actions to Im-

prove Early Litera-
cy initiative includes
curriculum  renewal,
professional learning
opportunities for teach-
ers, reading screeners
and intervention sup-
ports. These coordinat-
ed efforts will enhance
classroom literacy
practices and ensure
students receive timely,
targeted interventions.
To support implemen-
tation, the Ministry of
Education is providing
resources such as in-
structional videos for
educators for each pro-
vincial screener and in-
tervention materials in
English and French for
students who require
additional support.
The Government of
Saskatchewan remains
committed to ensur-
ing every child has the
opportunity to become
a skilled and confident
reader through evi-
dence-based literacy
instruction and early
intervention. More in-
formation is available
at  saskatchewan.ca/
earlyliteracy.
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Beware blister beetles in your hay stands

By RIKKI WILSON
Ministry of Agriculture

As haying season has be-
come delayed in many parts
of the province due to weath-
er constraints, ministry ex-
tension specialists are hear-
ing reports of blister beetle
populations in the Swift
Current, Moose Jaw and
Humboldt regions. These
regional sightings of blister
beetles have prompted a re-
minder for producers across
the province to increase field
monitoring for blister beetle
activity during hay harvest.
What are blister beetles?

There are upwards of 20
species of blister beetle com-
mon to Saskatchewan, many
of which can be toxic to live-
stock if consumed in suffi-
cient quantity. Blister beetles
are 1 to 2.5 ¢cm in length and
contain a toxin called can-
tharidin; a chemical irritant
that can blister internal and
external body tissues. Cer-
tain species carrying greater
toxin concentration than oth-
ers.

Blister beetles are most
commonly found on alfalfa
plants, particularly on blos-
soms, and typically appear
when hay stands are greater
than 20 per cent bloom. Be-
cause haying season has been
delayed by weather in many
areas, the amount of blooms
has increased, attracting
blister beetles.

While ruminant livestock
are less affected by cantha-
ridin, in high enough con-
centrations, this toxin can be
fatal in rare instances. Extra
care should be taken to avoid
feeding any level of blister
beetle contaminated hay to
horses, as they are highly
sensitive to cantharidin. The
amount of toxin required to
kill a horse is 0.5 to 1 mg per
kg of body weight; as few as
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Nuttall’s blister beetle.

4 to 6 grams of dried beetles
may be fatal to a horse.

The amount required to
result in fatality for rumi-
nant livestock has not been
well-established, as cases of
poisoning are less common.
Symptoms of cantharidin
toxicosis include abdomi-
nal pain, frequent urination
attempts, straining, loss of
appetite, keeping the muzzle
submerged in water, shock,
circulatory collapse and, in
some cases, death.

Where are we seeing

populations?

Blister beetles are found
most often in alfalfa during
the flowering stage (greater
than 20 per cent bloom), con-
suming both flower and leaf
material. Populations tend to
concentrate in the southern
half of the province and move
as far north as Saskatoon and
Humboldt. While blister bee-
tles are not typically found
further north than these
areas, it is possible to see

Nutrien

Ag Solutions-

LEAD THE FIELD ALL
SEASON LONG WITH
NUTRIEN AG SOLUTIONS.

Best-in-class seed options and the local experts to pair you with
the right one. That's the unparalleled access and agronomic
support of Nutrien Ag Solutions — The Ag Retailer of the Future.
Featuring a personalized customer portal with everything from
account access to agronomic support.

CALL OR STOP BY. WE'LL MAKE

IT WORTH YOUR WHILE.

Corner of Hwys 3 & 55, Shellbrook
(306) 747-2644

them further north in lesser
concentrations, particularly
as populations adapt to new
climates.

Epicauta spp. blister bee-
tles may be more likely to be
present in areas where large
grasshopper populations
were observed during the
previous year, as their young
larvae feed on grasshopper
eggs. Nuttall’s blister beetle
larvae feed on solitary bee
larvae.

During the 2026 growing
season, ministry extension
specialists have heard re-
ports of blister beetle popu-
lations in southern Saskatch-
ewan and the Humboldt
region. However, care should
be taken in all areas to mon-
itor for blister beetle activity,
given their ability to thrive
under many climates and
conditions.

Tips for harvest and
reducing risk

While chemical control
options do exist, they are

Photo credit: Laura Hubers

largely cost-prohibitive and
can have other unintended
consequences. One such con-
sequence may be increased
grasshopper populations, as
blister beetle larvae feed on
grasshopper eggs. Another
unintended consequence, if
spraying later in the season,
is killing of blister beetles
in the hay stand, where they
then die and are incorporat-
ed directly into bales. Blister
beetles do not secrete can-
tharidin toxin unless killed
and crushed, and toxin does
not dissipate over short time
periods.

Management strategies
typically involve taking ac-
tion to reduce toxin risk at
the time of haying and in-
clude the following:

Delay the cutting of hay

« Blister beetles will mi-

grate as they run out
of food (blossoms and
leaves).

+ In instances where pop-

ulations are high, it may

be worth sacrificing hay
quality in favour of re-
duced toxin load.

Cut hay earlier

« Ifhay quality is preferred
over quantity, -cutting
before alfalfa reaches 20
per cent bloom may be
effective as forage has
been removed before
high beetle populations
move in.

Avoid the use of crimp-
ers, rollers or condition-
ers when cutting hay

« This allows most bee-
tles to pass through the
swather without being
crushed, and given the
opportunity to exit, the
swath three to six hours
following cutting without
releasing toxin.

o A self-propelled swather
without conditioners
may be required to avoid
the crushing of blister
beetles.

« Cut hay with a sickle bar
or rotary mower.

« The use of pull-type
swathers or discbines are
unadvisable, as swaths
or standing hay may be
ran-over, resulting in the
crushing of blister bee-
tles.

« Note that unconditioned
hay will take longer to
dry in the swath. The
use of a tedder or swath
turner may be advisable
to move the swath once
beetles have moved on
to speed the drying pro-
cess.

If machinery options
are limited, take pre-
cautions to limit or re-
duce the number of blis-
ter beetles that will be
crushed during cutting

« Open crimpers, rollers
and conditioners to the
widest setting.

» Avoid driving on swaths
as much as possible.
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Sask., Feds unveil AgriStability changes

By MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
Submitted

Federal Agriculture and Agri-Food Minister
Heath MacDonald and Saskatchewan Agriculture
Minister David Marit have announced changes to
the 2026 AgriStability Program to support pro-
ducers impacted by excess moisture and localized
flooding.

“Farmers work hard to prepare for growing sea-
sons, but extreme weather can quickly change re-
alities on the ground,” MacDonald said. “That is
why we are committed to supporting producers
through our Business Risk Management programs
to help with the adaptable support they need to
navigate unpredictability and protect their farms.”

“Excess moisture and flooding created challeng-
ing conditions for many Saskatchewan producers
early in the growing season,” Marit said. “Sas-
katchewan producers are resilient and our Busi-
ness Risk Management programs are designed
to help them manage uncertainty. These changes
provide additional flexibility to help producers
make decisions that best support their operations.”

Late participation for the 2026 AgriStability
Program year is now available for Saskatchewan
producers. Producers who did not enrol by the
April 30 deadline can still participate in the pro-

gram with a reduced benefit. Producers who wish
to participate through late participation must join
by Oct. 1, 2026.

Additionally, the interim payment rate for Sas-
katchewan producers is increasing from 50 per
cent to 75 per cent of the estimated final benefit.
The AgriStability interim payment can help pro-
ducers’ cash flow by providing them with an ad-
vance on their final AgriStability benefit to help
support production losses and/or increased costs.

“Saskatchewan producers are managing cir-
cumstances beyond their control, and timely, re-
sponsive business-risk-management programs
are essential,” SARM President Bill Huber said.
“These measures are a positive step that recogniz-
es the real impacts of wet conditions on farm op-
erations. SARM looks forward to continued work
with federal and provincial governments to build
greater flexibility and meaningful improvements
into AgriStability and other risk-management
programs so they can respond sooner and more
effectively to the diverse and evolving risks facing
producers.”

AgriStability support can help offset the impacts
of excess moisture and localized flooding. The
AgriStability Program uses margins to determine
if producers are eligible for benefit payments.
AgriStability takes into account the change in in-

ventory from one year to the next.

» Any grain or feed inventory loss is factored
into the margin calculation, reducing the pro-
gram year margin, which improves the poten-
tial for a program benefit.

« For livestock, any animals lost due to flooding
will impact the inventory on the farm as well
as the revenues for the operation. These re-
ductions will be reflected in the AgriStability
margin calculation. In addition, if producers
have to purchase alternative feed due to flood-
ing on pastures, those expenses are allowable
under the AgriStability Program.

» Land too wet to seed or land that was seed-
ed and then flooded will also be captured by
the AgriStability Program. In both situations,
AgriStability will account for the lost produc-
tion on the farm and will capture those losses
in the margin calculation.

For more information, producers can contact the
Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Corporation (SCIC)
at 1-866-270-8450 or visit scic.ca.

AgriStability protects Canadian producers
against large declines in farming income for rea-
sons such as production loss, increased costs and
market conditions. It is one of the Business Risk
Management programs under the Sustainable Ca-
nadian Agricultural Partnership.

Recycled fertilizers could be key to sustainable ag

age sludge ash (from
when those leftovers

tional lab,” says Aimée

significant advantage  Using advanced tools

By VICTORIA to support strong crop
SCHRAMM yields. Farmers often
Canadian rely on fertilizers made
Light Source from mined phospho-

Researchers have un-
covered new insights
into how phosphorus
from recycled mate-
rials moves through
soil—offering guidance
to support more sus-
tainable fertilizer use.

Phosphorus is an
essential nutrient for
plant growth, yet many
soils lack enough of it

rus, a limited, non-re-
newable resource.

As global agriculture
shifts toward more
sustainable practices,
researchers are explor-
ing alternative fertiliz-
er recipes made from
waste materials. These
“recycled” ingredients
include sewage sludge
(leftover solids from
water treatment), sew-
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are burned), and meat
and bone meal (bones
and tissues that are not
consumed).

In a recently pub-
lished study, research-
ers from Denmark,
Brazil, Germany, Lith-
uania, and Switzerland
used the Canadian
Light Source (CLS) at
the University of Sas-
katchewan to examine
how phosphorus from
these recycled fertil-
izers behaves in dif-
ferent soils over time.
The goal was to better
understand when and
where this phosphorus
becomes available to
plants—critical infor-
mation for improving
its effectiveness in ag-
ricultural settings.

The researchers used
the CLS to identify the
chemical forms and
precise amounts of
phosphorus present in
both the fertilizers and
soils.

“Phosphorus is one
of the most difficult
elements in the soil to
analyze in a conven-

Schryer, lead author of
the study and postdoc-
toral researcher at the
University of Copenha-
gen. “It’s hard to make
reliable conclusions or
recommendations that
you can use in the field
based on those results;
it’s more of a guess.”
“That’s why using the
synchrotron was so
helpful. It allowed us to
discover exactly what’s
within our soils and
within these recycled
fertilizers so that we're
much more confident
with our conclusions.”
The team found re-
cycled phosphorus be-
haves differently than
conventional mineral
fertilizers. While min-
eral phosphorus typ-
ically becomes less
available over time,
some recycled sourc-
es—particularly those
derived from sewage
sludge—became more
available with time and
moved further through
the soil as time passed.
Having the recycled
fertilizer move further
through the soil is a

TOP PRICES PAID

For Feed Barley, Wheat, Oats,
Rye, Triticale & Heated Oil Seeds
Priced At Your Bin

PEARMAN GRAIN LTD.
Saskatoon (306) 374-1968

over mined fertilizer,
which normally stays
put, explains Schryer.
More movement can
make the fertilizer eas-
ier for the plants to ac-
cess.

The study also found
that soil type plays a
significant role. Certain
combinations of soil
and recycled fertilizer
improved phosphorus
movement and avail-
ability, while others
limited it, even under
favorable conditions.

Overall, the results
show that a “one-size-
fits-all” approach does
not work when it comes
to recycled fertilizers.
Instead, farmers and
researchers must con-
sider both the type of
soil and the timing of
application to maxi-
mize effectiveness.

at the CLS allowed the
team to better under-
stand the different
forms of phosphorus
present—information
that is essential for
making accurate pre-
dictions about how
these fertilizers will
perform.

This research rep-
resents an important
step toward reducing
reliance on mined fer-
tilizers and advancing
a more circular agri-
cultural system, where
waste materials are
reused productive-
ly. Schryer says that,
while field studies are
an important next step,
her team’s findings will
help inform future re-
search and the devel-

opment of practical
recommendations for
farmers.
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PRAISE & W ORSHIP

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
(in-person only)

St. John'’s - Shellbrook
Sunday School,
Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
(in-person and online
via Facebook live)
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide
PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH
Parkside
10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Lorne Valuck
306-747-3572
Shellbrook
Adult Study 9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Rev. Jordan Clark
306-850-0429
Canwood
10 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Lyndon Petten
587-973-2223
Leask Gospel Tabernacle
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Josh
1-780-690-2100
PRESBYTERIAN
Mistawasis
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
Rev. Stewart Folster

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays
11 a.m.. - Worship
at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley
306-747-2804
ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s
Sunday Service - 9 am MP
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday Service - 11 am MP
June 21, 10:30 a.m. at
St. Luke’s Mont Nebo,
H.C. & Deconsecration
w/ Bishop Rick Reed
Potluck lunch to follow
Minister’s Warden:
306-922-5159
EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River
10:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes resume
in the fall
306-469-2258
Youth Nite:
Fridays at 7 p.m.
Mont Nebo
Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June — August)
306-468-2525
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship
(in-person and online
via Facebook Live)
10 a.m. - Sunday School

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden
Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m.
Fr. Mariusz Zajac
Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass
Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.
Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.
Fr. Mariusz Zajac
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook
Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask
Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
Mistawasis
1% & 3¢ Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Roger Paponette
SEVENTH DAY
ADVENTIST
407-27 Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath
School
Sat., 11:00 am - Worship
Pastor Myshan Irving
306-747-3398
EVENING LIGHT
TABERNACLE
Ahtahkakoop FN
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Communion 1% Wed.
of month
Pastor Burton Ahenakew
306-468-7537

PRrAISE & WORSHIP

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/
Christchurch Anglican,
137-2nd St. W.
Spiritwood

Worship 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Sarah Urano
UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services
Glaslyn
Time is on the sign
Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
CATHOLIC
SATURDAY
Medstead — 6:00 p.m.
Shell Lake — 8:00 p.m.
SUNDAY
Spiritwood — 9:00 a.m.
Leoville — 11:00 a.m.
Chitek Lake — 1:00 p.m.
Everyone Welcome
Fr. Phinh Do

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood
Every 1st & 3rd Wed. 7 pm
Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin
FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH
Glenbush
11:00 am Worship
BETHEL
Medstead
2nd Sunday, 10 am -
Worship
Pastor David Jensen
4th Sunday, 10 am - Worship
Pastor David Jensen
MENNONITE BRETHREN
Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School
Worship 10:50 am

Gideons International
of Canada
Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes
(306) 389-4633
PARTNERS IN WORSHIP
Shell Lake
Worship Services
Sunday 10:00 a.m.
306-883-8885
LAKELAND
COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1! Ave. and
4™ St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship
Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe
306-883-2380

www.shellbrookchronicle.com

www.spiritwoodherald.com
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The SWNA and its Member Newspapers cooperatively deliver your message to more than half a million readers every week.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

BIG RIVER FIRST NATION

& TRUST OFFICE 9

BOARD MEMBER CALLOUT

Big River First Nation (“BRFN”) is seeking
candidates for the Trust Advisory Committee
established under the Big River First Nation Treaty 6
Benefits Settlement Trust Agreement
(the “Trust Agreement™).

Scan the QR Code or go to the BRFN website to
see guidelines and to download the application or
email trust@brfn.ca for info.

Deadline: 4:00pm September 18, 2026

To Apply, Submit Completed Forms By Email:
trust@brfn.ca;

Or Drop Off Forms to the Big River First Nation
Administration Centre;

Or Mail to Box 676 Debden,

Saskatchewan, S0JOSO

Attention: Big River First

Nation Trust Office

CONTACT US
+1-306-724-4700
www.bigriverfirstnation.ca
trust@brfn.ca

Vera

We thank all applicants for their interest, however only
those selected for an interview will be contacted.

BUSINES SERVICES

WALK-IN-TUBS

SASKATCHEWAN

Quality Canadian Made Walk-In
Bathtubs for Less!
Low step-up for easy access.
Stay Independent and safe, in your home.
Experienced installers & locally owned.
Lifetime Warranty

Act now and save up to $1000
Call today! 1-306-536-7660 2

www.walkintubssask.ca =]

WE ARE
THE FINE
PRINT.

apers are a frusted
ation fo our read

irce and provide credible, reliable
pfront, accurate and above the fold

Champion the truth.

Uchampion
©THE TRUTH.

Mews Media Conada
Medias d'info ¢

=

Lakeshore

| EEI
Announces its
17th ANNUAL
FARM SALE

810 Valley Road
(Saskatoon, SK)

Friday Sept. 18th
9:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday Sept. 19th
9:00am - 4:00pm

TREES, SHRUBS &
SHELTERBELTS

Goeen Gty
1{1“"'1'- & h""-“{.'e-

Market

QUEEN CITY
ANTIQUE &
VINTAGE MARKET

SeptemBER 11 & 12
Fripay 12 - 8
Sarurpay 10 - 4

Apwmission $5
FOR BOTH DAYS.
CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE

CALEDONIAN CURLING
CLus

2225 SANDRA ScHMIRLER WaY
REGINA

GIANT TWO-DAY INDOOR
MARKET OF ANTIQUES,
VINTAGE & COLLECTIBLES
FROM ACROSS THE
PRAIRIES.

WWW.QUEENCITYVINTAGEAN
DANTIQUES.COM
SEE US ON
FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

Don’t believe
everything you see.
You can spot and
stop fake news.

SPOTfakenews.ca

HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATORS

Motor scrapers, dozers,
excavators, rock trucks,
packers; wide range of
machines.

Camp/R & B provided.
Competitive wages.
Valid drivers license

required.

Send resume and
work references to:
Bryden Construction

and Transport Co. Inc.
Box 100, Arborfield, SK
SOE 0AO0;

Fax: 306-769-8844
Email:
brydenconstruct@
xplornet.ca
www.brydenconstruction
andtransport.ca

The Kamsack Times
is hiring a Local Jour-
nalism Initiative (LJI)
Reporter to produce
original civic journal-
ism for Kamsack;
Cote, Keeseekoose
and The Key First
Nations; and sur-
rounding towns. Job
is a term position
until March 31, 2027.
Apply with cover let-
ter and three writing
samples to Devan
Tasa at dtasa@tasa
media.ca.

Find QUALIFIED,
LOCAL  EMPLOY-
EES, using the

strength  of com-
munity newspapers!
Reach job seekers
where they live, work
and shop! Visit www.
swna.com!

FEED AND SEED

Buying/Selling
FEED GRAINS
heated / damaged
CANOLA/FLAX
Top price paid
FOB FARM
Western
Commodities
877-695-6461
Visit our website @
www.westerncommodities.ca

PINTAIL WINTER
WHEAT ON SALE

EXTREMELY HARDY.
HicH YIELDING.
AWNLESS.
EXCELLENT VARIETY FOR
Forace or Feep GRAIN
PRODUCTION.

Low INPUTS
HicH PRoFITS
Bic Discounts For
LARGE ORDERS

You Have To TRy IT.
IT’s THAT Goob!

Call 403-556-2609 or
text 403-994-2609
mastinseeds.com

AGPRO - BUYING:
FEED BARLEY &
HEATED CANOLA

For Bids, Call/Text:
306-873-0481
or visit:
agproseeds.com
AGPRO MARKET
REPORT:
Farmers, call to
sign up for
Free Today!

REACH 45 local
community  news-
papers with just one
call! Visit www.swna.
com to find out how!

FARM STRESS
LINE

IF YOoU ARE
EXPERIENCING
SYMPTOMS OF STRESS,
THE FARM STRESS
LINE IS AVAILABLE
24/7 AT

1-800-667-4442

2] !
o MCS -

PROVINCE-WIDE
CLASSIFIEDS. One
booking. Province-
wide reach in 45
trusted community
newspapers. Con-
nect with readers
where local news
matters most. Visit
swna.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES TRAVEL
Private mortgage 0SOYOOS LAKE-
lender. All real estate SHORE VILLA
types  considered. VACATION RENTAL
No credit checks EXECUTIVE
done. Deal direct LAKEVIEW VILLA

with lender and get
quick approval. (403)
543-0927 WwWWw.
firstandsecondmort
gages.ca

FOR SALE

FALL SALE
SHELTERBELT
WHITE SPRUCE TREES
$79 PLANTED

4-6 ft White Spruce Trees

« planted and finished.

« hole augered.

« root-stimulant treatment.
« bark mulch and staked.

« $79 per tree.

« 30 tree minimum.

BOOKING NOW!
Last dates before freeze-up.

CALL ORTEXT RYAN
403-820-0961
crystalspringstrees.ca

LAND WANTED

| am currently
PURCHASING single
to large blocks of
land.

NO FEES OR
COMMISSIONS

Saskatchewan
born and raised, |
know farming and
farmland and can

help you every step
of the way.

Doug Rue,
for further information
306-716-2671
saskfarms@shaw.ca
www.sellyourfarm
land.com

YOUR VOICE,
YOUR COMMUNITY,

YOUR NEWS.

Newspapers deliver facts you can count on to keep
communities strong, informed and connected.

Trusted journalism, produced by real people who
check the facts, helps protect the truth.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

in Osoyoos, BC,
with breathtaking
lake & mountain
views and just
3 minutes from town

EXPERIENCE THE
ULTIMATE
GETAWAY!

Or wanting warmer
weather?
Two luxurious 5-star
resort units in
Phoenix, Arizona.

Doug 306-716-2671
osoyooslakevilla.com

WANTED

WANTED!
CASH PAID!

JEWELRY, ALL GOLD &
SILVER, COINS, BULLION,
999 bars, NUGGETS,
Sterling Silver, Old Gold
& Broken Gold, etc.

BUYING COIN
COLLECTIONS

Collector’s Coins,
Coin Sets & Old Money.

CALLTODD!

1-306-491-5974

COVERING ALL OF SASK

Advertisements and
statements con-
tained here are the
sole responsibility of
the persons or en-
tities that post the
advertisement. The
SWNA and member-
ship do not make any
warranty as to the
accuracy, complete-
ness, truthfulness,
or reliability of such
advertisements. Visit
swna.com.for further
information

newsmediacanada.ca
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Competition matters for prairie farmers

Op -ed:

By BILL
PRYBYLSKI
APAS President

The recent announce-
ment that Cargill in-
tends to acquire grain
handling assets recent-
ly purchased by Parrish
& Heimbecker has once
again brought the issue
of grain sector consoli-
dation to the forefront.

The transaction fol-
lows a series of major
changes in Canada’s
grain industry, includ-

ing the Bunge-Viterra
merger and P&H’s ac-
quisition of GrainsCon-
nect. Together, these
developments raise an
important  question:
what does continued
consolidation mean for
Canadian farmers?

For producers, com-
petition is not an ab-
stract economic con-
cept. Competition
determines where we
deliver grain, how many
bids are available, the
services offered in our

communities, and ul-
timately, the prices we
receive for our crops.
APAS supports a
competitive and effi-
cient grain handling
system. We recognize
that investment in in-
frastructure, export
capacity, and logistics
is critical to maintain-
ing Canada’s position
as a reliable supplier of
agricultural products.
Companies must be
able to grow, invest, and
compete globally. How-

ever, growth through
consolidation warrants
scrutiny when it has the
potential to reduce pro-
ducer choice.

The Competition Bu-

reau’s recent review of

grain industry transac-
tions demonstrates why
strong oversight mat-
ters. To ensure a fair,
competitive, and trans-
parent  marketplace,
we must strengthen
competition oversight.
There must be rigorous,
independent oversight

YOU PAY WHAT WE PAY

Get up to $1;625 in total

Price Adjustment Savings

Get up to $9,015 in total
Price Adjustment Savings

Getup to $7,314 in total
Price Adjustment Savings

CHECK OUT OUR PRE-OWNED INVENTORY!

2025 FORD BRONCO
OUTERBANKS 4X4

STOCK# BA58165

4 DOOR, FULLY LOADED
& POWER EQUIPPED,
ONLY 2,500 KMS, LIKE NEW

SALE PRICE

2022 FORD F-350 XLT SPORT
CREW CAB 4X4 SHORT BOX

STOCK# UF36834
6.7L DIESEL, FULLY LOADED
& POWER EQUIPPED, ONLY
79,000 KMS, VERY CLEAN

SALE PRICE
$69,995-°°

2022 FORD EDGE
SEL AWD

STOCK# UA50593
2.0L AUTO, FULLY LOADED
& POWER EQUIPPED,
VERY CLEAN, ONE OWNER

SALE PRICE
$25,995-°°

2021 FORD F-150 XLT
SUPER CREW 4X4

STOCK# BA62156

3.5L ECO BOOST, FULLY
LOADED & POWER EQUIPPED,
ONLY 56,000 KMS, VERY CLEAN

SALE PRICE
$45,995-%°

2018 FORD TAURUS
" LIMITED AWD

STOCK# U120789
FULLY LOADED,
VERY CLEAN CAR,
ONLY 128,000 KMS

SALE PRICE
$17,995-°°

2018 FORD F-150 LARIAT
4X4 SUPERCREW

STOCK# UD62056
3.5L ECO BOOST, FULLY
LOADED & POWER EQUIPPED,
VERY CLEAN TRUCK
SALE PRICE

$29,995°

2025 FORD BRONCO
SPORT BIG BEND 4X4

STOCK# BE11648
FULLY LOADED & POWER
EQUIPPED, ONLY 9,800 KMS,
LIKE NEW

SALE PRICE
$36,995-°°

2019 RAM 1500 BIG
HORN QUAD CAB 4X4

STOCK# U890114
5.7L-V8, FULLY LOADED &
POWER EQUIPPED, ONLY
63,000 KMS, VERY CLEAN

SALE PRICE

$34,995-°

306-747-2213

NABER FORD

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

~ 40 years ~

www.naberford.ca 0
211 Service Rd E., Shellbrook

by regulators to review
grain industry transac-
tions and ensure pro-
ducers retain meaning-
ful marketing options
and bargaining power.

This latest transaction
also reinforces the im-
portance of the federal
government’s ongoing
examination of compe-
tition throughout Can-
ada’s food supply chain.
The government should
continue its examina-
tion of market power
and value distribution
across the entire food
supply chain to address
the concerning dis-
connect between com-
modity prices farmers
receive and the prices
consumers ultimately
pay.

Competition also de-
pends on transparency.
Canadian grain farmers
continue to operate at
an information disad-
vantage compared to
many of their interna-
tional counterparts.
While countries such as
the United States pub-
lish timely export sales
data, Canadian produc-
ers lack access to the
information needed to
fully understand glob-
al demand and market
conditions. Canada
needs to implement
timely export sales
reporting to increase
transparency. This im-
provement would en-
hance price discovery,
improve supply-chain
planning, and provide
farmers with valuable
insights into market
demand, helping them
overcome their current
information disadvan-
tage.

Producer confidence
is also influenced by the
contracts used to mar-
ket grain. As the grain
industry continues to
consolidate, we must

modernize grain con-
tracts to ensure greater
clarity, predictability,
transparency and bal-
ance. These modern-
izations are crucial for
allowing producers to
safely manage risk and
make informed market-
ing decisions in an in-
creasingly consolidated
industry.

Furthermore, as the
grain handling sector
continues to consoli-
date, we must bolster
the Canadian Grain
Commission (CGO).
The CGC remains Can-
ada’s only farmer-fo-
cused agency. The CGC
must strengthen its
producer-focus and re-
main vigilant in enforc-
ing essential safeguards
around grading, dock-
age, payment protection
and grain transactions.
Maintaining these is
essential to preserving
producer confidence as
the major grain compa-
nies continue to grow.

The reality is that
Saskatchewan farmers
operate in a global mar-
ketplace. We have little
influence over glob-
al commodity prices,
transportation costs, or
international markets.
The one thing produc-
ers deserve is a com-
petitive domestic grain
handling system that
provides  meaningful
choice and fair market
opportunities.

Consolidation is not
automatically good or
bad. But every trans-
action deserves careful
examination through
the lens of its impact on
farmers. A strong agri-
cultural sector depends
on ensuring producers
remain active and pro-
tected participants in
the marketplace domi-
nated by international
companies.

When social
media blocks your
access to the

news, turn to your
local newspaper.

CANADA’S NEWS MEDIA

UCHAMPIONS
(® OF THE TRUTH
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