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Orange Shirt Day draws large crowd in Spiritwood

Several hundred students from four local schools came together to acknowledge and honour residential school harms.

By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Herald Reporter

Since 2021, Sept. 30 has been a 
federal statutory holiday in Canada, 
marking National Truth and Recon-
ciliation Day. 

Symbolically slated for the time of 
year when children would be taken 
from their homes and placed in res-
idential schools, the day was hon-
oured in Spiritwood with an aware-
ness walk on Sept. 29.  

Holding the commemoration on 
a school day each year, Witchekan 
Lake First Nation’s Kisikohk School 
invited the three schools from Spir-
itwood to walk with them on a blue-
sky day.  

Several hundred people — the most 
ever to attend the walk to date — 
gathered at Spiritwood’s Memorial 
Park to don their orange shirts, lis-
ten to words from Witchekan Lake 

First Nation Chief Raymon Harris, 
and then commence walking toward 
Main Street. 

Led by RCMP Sgt. Carlin Thies-
sen, with the sounds of Cree drum-
mers serving as the soundtrack, the 
impressive sight delivered profound 
impact to onlookers. 

Traditional Cree dancers — JR 
Witchekan, Leland Starblanket, and 
Francis Cardinal — heightened the 
symbolism as they joined the masses. 

A strong symbol of culture, spiritu-
ality, and history to the Cree Nation, 
traditional dancers help represent 
the healing of a people whose culture 
was suppressed and denied to them 
while they were forced into church-
run residential schools.

Stopping at the RCMP detach-
ment, Kisikohk School’s Principal, 
Mr. Ralph Morin, relayed a poignant 
message to the many children from 
Hartley Clark Elementary School, 

Rivier Elementary School, and Spir-
itwood High School on his personal 
experience of being taken from his 
family. 

“We are doing this to remember 
the history and also to remember the 
children that never made it home and 
the children who grew up having no 
connection to their family. I was one 
of those children.”  

Mr. Morin also spoke about his 
memory. 

“I was 11 years old. There were five 
of us in a government vehicle and we 
were being taken far away to Beardy’s 
Residential School. I was there for 
four months and all I heard was chil-
dren crying in the bunk beds. For a 
long time, I felt like something was 
missing in my heart. It was about my 
language, my culture, my stories – 
those are the things that were miss-
ing.”  

While the sky overhead was the 

clearest blue, Mr. Morin’s address was 
interrupted by several of the Kisikohk 
students pointing at an eagle circling 
overhead, and while “Eagle! Eagle!” 
was being murmured, Mr. Morin 
said, “It is a kihiw (the Cree term for 
eagle) and it comes to visit us.”  

Carrying on with his recollection, 
Mr. Morin said, “Not everything 
about that experience turned out 
bad.  I also learned how to strive and 
persevere — I went on to university 
and earned two degrees. I have been 
an educator for 35 years and have 
worked in eight communities. It is 
uncomfortable to talk about residen-
tial schools, but it is important to tell 
the stories and talk about the history 
so our children can move forward in 
a good way.”

While the walk was stopped at the 
RCMP detachment, Cst. Killam was 
invited to speak. 

Continued on page 8

Down on the corner...
First & Main
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

Keith Alessi was recovering 
from esophageal cancer when 
his doctor suggested that he 
should tell his story.

Ten years, six countries, and 
three continents later, he’s done 
so more than 500 times with his 
show Tomatoes Tried to Kill Me 
but Banjos Saved My Life, which 
made a stop at the Shellbrook 
Theatre on Wednesday, Sept. 30, 
to kick off the Shellbrook Arts 
Council’s 2026-2027 Performing 
Arts Series.

Born and raised by first-gen-
eration Italian parents in the 
Windsor-Detroit area, Alessi ad-
mits he wasn’t necessarily musi-
cally inclined as a child, despite 
being exposed to the piano by 
his mother.

“I had a brother who could 
pick up any instrument and 
master it in a week,” he said. “I 
always liked music, but I wasn’t 
musical per se. It was something 
that always fascinated me and I 
was interested in, but it wasn’t 
something I was any good at.”

Despite his lack of natural mu-
sical talent, Alessi developed an 
early fascination with the banjo 
thanks to the Beverly Hillbillies’ 
theme song, “The Ballad of Jed 
Clampett.” 

And that fascination soon be-
came a collection of banjos.

“I was going to learn to play 
some day,” he said. “I kept col-

lecting banjos, but I couldn’t play 
a single one of them. You know, 
life gets in the way.”

Far from becoming the next 
Earl Scruggs of Béla Fleck, Ales-
si ended up pursuing a career 
as an accountant, and spent 
decades of his professional life 
leading companies from the 
brink of ruin to fiscal success. At 
one point, he was even the CEO 
of a prominent mining company 
with a large presence in Regina 
and Estevan.

But when he turned 61, Alessi 
left his corporate life behind and 
decided he was finally going to 

figure out how to play the banjos 
he’d spent most of his life collect-
ing.

“Two weeks later, I was told I 
had a year to live,” he said.

Alessi was diagnosed with 
esophageal cancer in 2015. But 
after months of treatment and 
a life-saving surgery in 2016, he 
beat the odds he’d been given.

“That sent me on a journey 
of throwing myself into trying 
to learn the banjo as part of my 
healing and a distraction from 
what I was going through.”

Though he was the farthest 
thing from an actor, Alessi’s 

background as a CEO and uni-
versity professor had taught him 
how to tell a story.

So, when his doctor told him 
that he should tell his own sto-
ry, he saw it as a way to share 
an important message and pay 
it forward by inspiring others to 
pursue their passions.

His first performance of To-
matoes Tried to Kill Me but Ban-
jos Saved My Life was staged at 
the Toronto Fringe Festival in 
2018. At the time, Alessi only ex-
pected to perform the show five 
times.

Instead, it’s become his life 

these past eight years.
“It’s been the most rewarding 

career path I could have possibly 
picked,” he said. 

“When I was in business, if 
I did well people made money. 
With this thing, every night, 
people are coming out of the 
audience with a tear in their 
eye and a story to tell. It’s been 
highly rewarding — a very inter-
esting, unusual, and unexpected 
second chapter in life.”

To this day, Alessi considers 
himself an “intermediate banjo 
player on a good day,” and ad-
mits that he still doesn’t read 
music. But this, he says, is the 
whole point of his show.

“You don’t have to be great 
at something to do it. Just do it 
because you enjoy it,” he said. 
“Don’t wait until you get a death 
sentence to do something you re-
ally want to do.”

In keeping with the idea of 
paying it forward, Alessi has 
never taken a performer’s fee for 
Tomatoes Tried to Kill Me but 
Banjos Saved My Life. 

Instead, 100 per cent of ticket 
sales go to charity. And over the 
past eight years Alessi has raised 
more than $1.5 million.

This was the case for last 
Wednesday’s show in Shell-
brook, the proceeds of which 
will go right back into the Shell-
brook Theatre to support ongo-
ing renovation efforts.

Shellbrook Arts Council mem-
ber Tracy Azevedo says the show 
brought in roughly $5,000.

Alessi inspires with Shellbrook show

Shellbrook works to clarify zoning bylaw
By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

With Town Council 
working on amendments to 
modernize the Zoning By-
law and Official Communi-
ty Plan (OCP), the Town of 
Shellbrook sought to clari-
fy the municipal legislation 
at a drop-in open house 
held at the Richardson Pio-
neer Recreation Centre on 

Wednesday, Sept. 30.
The OCP serves as the 

town’s long-term roadmap 
for the growth and devel-
opment of the community. 
Meanwhile, the Zoning 
Bylaw is the mechanism by 
which the OCP is enforced, 
setting out rules and con-
ditions for what can be 
built and where it can be 
built (i.e.: no building in-
dustrial factories next to 
homes).

Both pieces of legislation 
were adopted by the Town 
of Shellbrook in 2013, and 
have been adapted and 
revised multiple times 
as provincial regulations 
have changed — such as 
when cannabis retail out-
lets were legalized.

Rather than shaking 
up the existing OCP and 
Zoning Bylaw, the changes 
being reviewed by Town 
Council are about modern-
izing the documents and 

making them easier for 
ratepayers and builders to 
understand, and simpler 
for municipal employees 
to enforce with consistency 
and fairness.

Proposed updates to the 
OCP and Zoning Bylaw fo-
cus on short-term rentals, 
such as Airbnb and VRBO, 
and boarding houses. Both 
would become discretion-
ary uses, meaning each in-
dividual case would be re-
viewed and decided upon 

by Council.
At the same time, the 

amendments would ease 
restrictions around sec-
ondary suites, removing 
them from the discre-
tionary use list on single 
detached lots (except for 
garden suites and garage 
suites).

The discretionary use 
approach would also apply 
to cannabis retail outlets 
and cannabis production 
facilities. But the amend-
ments open the door to 
craft food and beverage 
producers in the down-
town commercial, highway 
commercial, and industrial 
zoning districts. 

Council is also reviewing 
administrative changes to 
the OCP and Zoning By-

law, with an eye to making 
the bylaw easier to use and 
more friendly for residents 
to navigate.

Other potential amend-
ments include the for-
malization of existing lot 
drainage processes for new 
development, and stream-
lined regulations for park-
ing and landscaping; home 
based businesses; accesso-
ry uses; and administra-
tive processes.

As Council continues 
to review the proposed 
amendments and feedback 
received from ratepayers, 
further input can still be 
provided to the consultant 
leading the consultants 
hired to updated the OCP 
and Zoning Bylaw at: plan-
ning@ahconsulting.ca.

Keith Alessi performs Tomatoes Tried to Kill Me but Banjos Saved My Life at the Shell-
brook Theatre.

Notice of Call 
for Nominations

BY-ELECTION
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF SHELLBROOK NO. 493

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations of 
candidates for the office(s) of:

COUNCILLOR – DIVISION 1
COUNCILLOR – DIVISION 5

will be received by the undersigned at the RM office 
Monday through Friday, 8:30am to 4:00pm until 
Wednesday, October 21, 2026.
Nomination forms may be obtained at the Municipal 
Office, 71 Main Street, Shellbrook, or by emailing 
admin.493@sasktel.net.
Dated this 25th day of September, 2026.
Alicia tenBos
Returning Officer

Rural Municipality of Leask No. 464
Assistant Administrator 

The R.M. of Leask No. 464 invites applications for an 
Assistant Administrator. This is a full-time position in the 
municipal office located in Leask, SK.

Please see the RM of Leask website, https://rmleask.ca 
for specific details, such as duties included and experience 
and qualifications preferred.

Interested applicants are invited to submit a cover letter 
along with their detailed resume, two work related 
references, anticipated availability date and wage 
expectations to: 

R.M. of Leask No. 464
Assistant Administrator Position
PO Box 190, Leask, SK S0J 1M0

or
Email: rmleask.464@sasktel.net 

Applications will be accepted until October 23, 2026. For 
further information contact the RM office at 306-466-2000. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Shellbrook deserves a
GOOD mayor!

Vote for
q Jason Good
October 14th, 2026



By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Spiritwood High School’s senior 
girl’s volleyball team kicked off its 
season on a golden note in Septem-
ber, bringing home the top prize 
from the Hafford Invitational Tour-
nament.

With a team consisting of seven 
returning players (five Grade 12s 
and two Grade 11s) and six new ad-
ditions from Grade 10, team captain 
Jada Kajner says the players were 
looking to start their season with a 
competitive tournament that would 
give them valuable on-court experi-
ence.

“Going into the tournament, we 
expected it to be a learning expe-
rience, since we had only had four 
practices going into it,” she said. 

“We wanted to make mistakes, 
learn from them, and correct them 
in future practices, so that big tour-
naments coming up, like Mega Vol-
ley, would go smoother.”

The Hafford Invitational Tourna-
ment pit the Spiritwood High School 
squad against skilled teams from 

Rosthern, Biggar, Blaine Lake, and 
Hafford.

As the action got underway, Ka-
jner said her teammates did an ex-
cellent job of keeping their energy 
up — even when they were sitting 
on the bench — and maintaining an 
optimistic attitude, regardless of the 
outcome of a given play or game.

With this positive attitude, Kajner 
says, all the pieces fell into place for 
the team on both the offensive and 
defensive sides of the game.

“No matter what happened, there 
was always someone in our corner 
cheering us on — lose a point or win 
a point, there was someone there to 
pick us up and tell us to brush it off,” 
she said. “We didn’t let ourselves get 
down.”

This all led the Spiritwood High 
School girls to the gold medal game 
against Rosthern. There, they 
emerged victorious in two sets, with 
scores of 25-18 and 26-24, to bring 
home gold.

Looking ahead to the rest of the 
season, Kajner says the team plans 
to keep challenging itself by com-
peting in tournaments. All this is in 

preparation for Conferences at the 
beginning of November, and what 
the team hopes will be a run at Pro-
vincials.

“With plenty of practices through-
out the week, we will continue to im-
prove and get ready for what really 
matters,” she said.

Spiritwood girls start season with volleyball gold

Big River RCMP makes multiple arrests
By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

A man wanted for 
charges including as-
sault, assault with a 
weapon, and forcible 
confinement has been 
arrested by the Big Riv-
er RCMP Detachment.

Police had asked the 
public for assistance 
in locating 32-year-old 
Darius Bear near the 
end of August. Last 
Tuesday, the Big River 
RCMP reported that 
he had been arrested 
on the Big River First 
Nation on Wednesday, 
Sept. 23.

Bear made his first 
appearance in Prince 
Albert Provincial Court 
on Sept. 28.

On the same day it 
reported Bear’s arrest, 
the Big River RCMP 
detachment also an-
nounced that it had 
arrested four individu-
als after they fled from 
police following the 
discharge of a firearm 
on the Big River First 
Nation.

Police say the inci-
dent occurred on the 
afternoon of Saturday, 
Sept. 26.

Initial investigation 
determined several in-
dividuals discharged a 
firearm in the direction 
of a vehicle parked at 
a residential property. 
The suspects were be-
lieved to be inside of a 
vehicle at the time of 

the firearm discharge. 
The parked vehicle 

did not receive any 
damage, and no phys-
ical injuries were re-
ported to police in re-
lation to the firearm 
being discharged.

Saskatchewan RC-
MP’s Meadow Lake 
Crime Reduction Team 
(CRT) and Meadow 
Lake and Prince Albert 
Police Dog Services 
(PDS) were engaged to 
assist in the search for 
the suspects.

A short time later, po-
lice say, the vehicle and 
suspects were located 
in a parking lot in Deb-
den. Officers activated 
their vehicle’s emer-
gency equipment and 
initiated a traffic stop. 
The vehicle did not stop 
and fled from police. 

The vehicle fled north 
on Highway #55 be-
fore entering the ditch. 
Three of the four occu-
pants fled on foot. The 
fourth individual did 
not flee and was arrest-
ed without incident. 

The police dog 
tracked the suspects 
and led officers to lo-
cate and arrest the 
three adult males. 

During a search of 
the vehicle, officers lo-
cated and seized two 
firearms and ammuni-
tion. One of the seized 
firearms was loaded. 

As a result of inves-
tigation, 39-year-old 
Shane Bear from Big 
River First Nation is 

charged with: three 
counts of possession of 
a firearm while know-
ing possession is un-
authorized, two counts 
each of failing to com-
ply with a release or-
der condition, weapons 
possession contrary 
to order and failure to 
surrender authoriza-
tion, and unsafe stor-
age of a firearm, and 
one count each of flight 
from a peace officer, 
dangerous operation of 
a motor vehicle, opera-
tion of a vehicle while 
prohibited, and posses-
sion of a weapon for a 
dangerous purpose.

Meanwhile, 38-year-
old Barry Morin from 
Big River First Nation, 
36-year-old Garry 
Swiftwolfe from Big 
River First Nation, and 
34-year-old Jacob Ver-
hey from Debden are 
all charged with: two 
counts each of unsafe 
storage of a firearm, 
possession of a weap-
on for a dangerous 
purpose, and unautho-
rized possession of a 
non-restricted firearm.

Shane Bear, Garry 
Swiftwolfe, and Ja-
cob Verhey made their 
first appearances in 
Prince Albert Provin-
cial Court on Thursday, 
Oct. 1. Barry Morin is 
scheduled to appear in 
court in Whitefish on 
Tuesday, Nov. 10.

The Big River RCMP 
detachment continues 
to investigate. 
RCMP Wanted List

The Saskatchewan 
RCMP has updated its 
list of the province’s 
most wanted offend-
ers, in hopes the public 
can assist it in tracking 
them down.

This list is not a com-
plete list of all persons 
wanted by the Sas-
katchewan RCMP. Of-
fenders appearing on 
this list are determined 
by a data-driven scor-
ing system using the 
Crime Severity Index, a 
Statistics Canada mea-
surement that looks at 
both the number and 
the relative severity of 
crimes. Factors such as 
age, gender, race, eth-
nicity, socio-economic 

status, religion, sexual-
ity or disability are not 
considered in the scor-
ing process.

The RCMP’s updat-
ed list for October in-
cludes just one wanted 
individual with known 
connections to the 
area.

Jonathan Bear 
(aliases: Jonathon 
Bear, Jonathan 
Whitefish, John 
Bear), is wanted for 
assault (x2), break 
and enter, posses-
sion of prohibited 
weapon, pointing 
firearm, careless 
use of firearm, dis-
guise with intent 
(x2), possession of 
weapon, and forc-
ible confinement.

Bear is 32 years old 
and described as 6’2” 
and 174 lbs., with black 
hair and brown eyes. 
Police believe he could 
be in Big River First 
Nation, Debden, Peli-
can Lake, Sandy Bay, 
or Yorkton.

Spiritwood High School’s senior girl’s volleyball team started its season 
with gold in Hafford. Back row, left to right:  Mark Corfield (Coach) Ricki 
Corfield (Coach), Katherine Follack, Jessie Allchurch, Lexi Kajner, Emi-
ly Goller, and Jell Rosal. Front row: Hailey Tipewan-Keenatch, Alysse Ti-
pewan, Isabelle Jesney, Jada Kajner, Niveditha Kurup, and Rose Quilop.
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ELECT
q SCOTT LAMBIE

for your Mayor
Town of Shellbrook

ADVANCE POLL: Oct. 8 – 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. @ Town Office 
(71 Main St, Shellbrook, Sask.)

ELECTION DAY: Oct. 14 – 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. @ 
Knox United Church (302 2nd Ave. E., Shellbrook, Sask.)

26102DS0

Jonathan Bear.
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Even before I became a 
journalist, I often heard 
pundits and prognostica-
tors predict that the days 
of physical newspapers 
were numbered.

Such claims are hard-
ly original. They’ve been 
made time and time again 
over the years – kind of 
like claims about Iran be-
ing days, hours, or even 
minutes away from acquir-
ing nuclear weapons for 
the past three decades.

As far back as the 1830s, 
when the electric telegraph was in-
vented, people believed that the in-
exorable advancement of technology 
would usher in the end of the age of 
newsprint.

And similar declarations were 
made with the arrival of commercial 
radio, broadcast television, and the 
internet.

To varying degrees, the predictions 
of newspaper doomsayers have been 
both right and wrong.

As the internet and social media 
have come to dominate nearly every 
aspect of our daily lives and altered 
the way we consume and interact 
with content and each other, the 
newspaper industry has been among 
those hit the hardest.

Indeed, according to the inde-
pendent advocacy group Friends 
of Canadian Media, 603 local news 
outlets closed in 388 communities 
across Canada between 2008 and 
October of 2025.

The shifting media landscape has 
often left independent community 
newspapers vulnerable to buyouts 
by larger corporations, which have 
no qualms about walking away from 
those communities when there isn’t 
enough profit – as Glacier Media did 
in Estevan and Carlyle last year.

Despite this, the data still shows 
that people value newspapers.

Over the past 13 years, News Media 
Canada’s Newspapers 24/7 survey 
has tracked how Canadians connect 
with newspaper brands across print 
and digital platforms.

In the first year, 85 per cent of sur-

vey respondents reported 
reading a newspaper (in 
print or online) each week.

This year, that number 
remained virtually un-
changed, with 83 per cent 
of respondents saying they 
still read a newspaper on a 
weekly basis.

 More importantly, given 
that physical newspapers 
are dependent upon adver-
tising revenue from local 
businesses, News Media 
Canada’s research suggest 
that newspapers – espe-

cially printed ones – continue to be 
among the best way for advertisers 
to reach customers.

Readers of physical media had sig-
nificantly better brand recall than 
those who consume digital media, 
and also had a stronger understand-
ing of the material.

“Unlike rapid scrolling, print cre-
ates a relaxed state of mind, result-
ing in attention, trust and emotional 
connection,” News Media Canada 
notes. 

“Print does not just deliver an 
impression. Its tactility, credibility 
and slower reading mode can make 
brand experiences feel more person-
al, memorable and emotionally res-
onant.”

What’s more, a majority of Cana-
dians (56 per cent) believe it’s im-
portant to buy from companies that 
advertise in their local newspaper. 
This number is even higher among 
frequent newspaper readers (78 per 
cent), pointing to the clear benefits 
of local businesses supporting their 
local newspaper.

Additionally, while a mere 20 per 
cent of Canadians say they trust ed-
itorial content they see on Facebook 
and Instagram – a number that is 
certain to drop even lower with the 
proliferation of AI – nearly 70 per 
cent continue to trust their local 
newspapers.

This trust bleeds over to busi-
nesses who advertise in their local 
newspapers, with only 22 per cent of 
Canadians expressing trust in Face-
book or Instagram ads compared to 

nearly 60 per cent trusting them in 
newspapers.

 Reach. Trust. Local Relevance. 
These are the benefits of advertising 
in your local newspaper.

Even with their millions of users, 
social media platforms like Facebook 
and Instagram simply can’t compete 
– not when 76 per cent of Canadians 
report being more concerned about  
fake news and disinformation than 
they were three years ago.

What’s true for Canadians more 
generally is just as true in a small 
town like Shellbrook.

Whether it be Shellbrook or Spir-
itwood, Big River or Blaine Lake, 
the communities served by the 
Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood 
Herald all share a key commonali-
ty: they’re small, close-knit commu-
nities with aging populations, who 
are best reached through their local 
newspaper.

Sure, putting an ad or flyer in the 
Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood 
Herald costs money, but it’s guaran-
teed to place your business, event, 
or items for sale in front of the thou-
sands of people who read it, in print 
and online, each week.

The same can’t be said for social 
media, where you get what you pay 
for (or in this case, don’t pay for). 

Although a Facebook post or ad 
might save you a few bucks in the 

short term, there’s no guarantee 
the almighty algorithm will show it 
to anyone you know, or that it will 
stand out to anyone in the burgeon-
ing sea of identical looking AI-gener-
ated content.

What’s more, the “positive im-
pact” of your social media ad begins 
and ends on social media. The Mark 
Zuckerbergs and Elon Musks of the 
world have no interest in supporting 
your bake sale or your kid’s minor 
hockey team.

Not unlike those bake sales and 
hockey teams, community news-
papers depend upon the support of 
their communities to stay alive.

A world without community news-
papers like the Shellbrook Chroni-
cle & Spiritwood Herald is a world 
in which municipal, provincial, and 
federal government get to operate in 
darkness, with even less oversight 
than they have now.

It’s a world in which AI “journal-
ists” and “news outlets” write and 
rewrite the truth and only serve it up 
to us if the algorithm allows it.

It’s a world in which businesses 
lose the ability to connect with cus-
tomers on a platform that is safe, re-
liable, trusted, and valued.

Now more than ever, during Na-
tional Newspapers Week and every 
day, it’s up to each and every one of 
us to keep the presses running.

In age of AI, newspapers 
matter more than ever

OpinionOpinion
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

Students from Shell-
brook and Canwood 
united with the com-
munity on Wednesday, 
Sept. 30, for the fourth 
annual Truth & Rec-
onciliation Walk or-
ganized by Evergreen 
Oasis Counselling and 
Consulting.

The team at Ever-
green Oasis brought 
the first Honour Walk 
to Shellbrook based off 
a suggestion by team 
member Kelsey Gerow, 
who provides counsel-
ling services at Chief 
John Keenatch High 
School on the Big River 
First Nation.

Though the first walk 
came together at the 
last minute, it was well 
received by the schools 
and the broader com-
munity. And so, Ever-
green Oasis CEO Nicole 
Erb felt it only made 
sense to make it an an-
nual event.

Each year, she says, 
the day has only gotten 
better, bringing more of 
the community together 
in the spirit of truth and 
reconciliation.

“There has been a 
huge number of chang-
es [in the conversation 
around truth and rec-
onciliation], as children 
are talking about what 
truth and reconciliation 
is and they are learning 
about the historical im-
pacts,” she said. 

“Within the commu-
nity, we are seeing more 
understanding and a 
genuine desire to learn 
more about truth and 
reconciliation. We are 
seeing more involve-
ment with communi-
ty members as well as 
community organiza-
tions.”

This year’s gathering 
for the National Day for 
Truth & Reconciliation 
(also known as Orange 
Shirt Day) began at 
the W.P. Sandin High 
School gymnasium, 
where students, long-
term care residents 
from Parkland Integrat-
ed Health Centre, and 
community members 
gathered to listen to an 
opening prayer and two 
songs from Elder Hume 
Mirasty from the Little 
Red River Reserve.

Following Mirasty’s 
sharing of wisdom and 
the significance of the 
day, all in attendance 
organized for the walk, 
led by an RCMP escort, 

flooding Shellbrook’s 
Main Street with orange 
shirts and banners.

“Each year we bring 
more knowledge, teach-
ings, and awareness to 
our community,” Erb 
said. 

“This event isn’t just 
about one day; it is 
about bridging relation-
ships between Indige-
nous and non-Indige-
nous individuals. It is 
a day to learn, reflect, 
and remember the ones 
who did not make it 
home to their families, 
and the ones who were 
stripped of their culture 
and language.”

Following the walk, 
students from all 
schools returned to W.P. 
Sandin to participate in 
several games and ac-
tivities centered around 
the day’s themes. 

They also sampled 
baked and fried Ban-
nock prepared by W.P. 
Sandin students, took 
part in a story walk 
featuring Phyllis Web-
stad’s With our Orange 
Hearts, and ended the 
gathering with sage 
teachings around an 
open fire.

Meanwhile, Ever-
green Oasis played 
host to a community 
BBQ, with proceeds 
from donations going 
to the Legacy of Hope 
Foundation, a national 
Indigenous charitable 
organization with the 
mandate to educate, 
create awareness and 
understanding about 
the Residential School 
system and the Sixties 
Scoop.

The BBQ brought in 
$2,439.

Truth & Reconciliation Day unites communities

Students from W.P. Sandin make their way down Main Street.
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North Country Each Office Independently Owned & Operated 

Shawna Schira-Kroeker
Your Local Realtor™...  Working Hard ... To Sell Ag, 

Residential, Cottage & Commercial Properties For You!

306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca • www.shawnaschirakroeker.com

10 Quarters of farm land in the RM of Round Hill, some of the highest assessed land in the RM. 
This is an opportunity to increase your farming acres, purchase land that possibly works into your existing acres. 

Tenant currently farming the 2026 crop. This land is now looking for a new owner. 
Sellers will look at a complete package purchase or individual packages and quarters. 

Section 13 must sell as one package due to access. NW-03 must sell with SE-10 for access. 
9-2300 bus hopper bottom bins located on SW-14, power on site, 2 bins have some spoiled grain, 

3 bins have air access but no fans. NW-03 has a 5000 bus bin with concrete floor.
MLS#SK049800 

$4,400,000
Presentation of offers in effect, all offers must be submitted to 

Shawna Schira-Kroeker REMAX North Country by November 6, 2026 at 12:00pm.

FARM LAND FOR SALE

Students from Canwood Public School formed 
a truth & reconciliation conga line.

Shellbrook CSO Bradley Pechawis enjoys a conversation with a student 
during the truth and reconciliation walk.
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By PAUL DEEGAN
CEO, News Media Canada

An algorithm can decide what you 
see, but it doesn’t report the news. 
Nunatsiaq News, an award-winning 
newspaper in Nunavut, recently re-
ported that a so-called “news” web-
site was posting AI-generated articles 
about the North by stealing real news 
stories produced by real journalists.

The articles were supposedly writ-
ten by Nunavut correspondent Leah 
Qammaniq – a fake journalist, with a 
fake photo, and a fake bio.

The Right Honourable Louise Ar-
bour warned us of fake news in her 
installation speech as Governor Gen-
eral. She said, “We must continue to 
protect the public space in which our 
national debates take place: from 
schools and universities to the media, 
political parties, unions and civil so-
ciety organizations…With instant ac-
cess to vast amounts of information, it 

is very tempting to pay little attention 
to the reliability of sources. The lines 
between knowledge and belief, be-
tween truth and falsehood, between 
facts and assumptions, are increas-
ingly blurred. AI could be threatening 
not only the way we live and work, but 
also the control we exercise over our 
own destiny.”

The Government of Canada has 
recognized the problem as well. Its 
recent discussion paper, Enhancing 
trust in artificial intelligence through 
increased transparency, stated, “Ca-
nadians encounter news reporting, 
product reviews, and audio-visual 
content across the internet, often 
without any indication of whether it 
was written by a person, generated 
by an AI system, or produced through 
some combination of both…A particu-
lar concern within this broader land-
scape is that generative AI greatly en-
ables the creation and dissemination 
of deceptive or misleading content.”

Yet, the federal government hasn’t 
taken any action when it comes to 
the brazen theft of news content by 
AI companies. Indeed, its highly an-
ticipated Canada’s National Artificial 
Intelligence Strategy: AI for All didn’t 
mention the word “copyright” – not 
even once. At the same time, accord-
ing to a survey conducted for News 
Media Canada, 78 per cent of Cana-
dians say they are concerned about 
fake news and disinformation, under-
scoring the growing value of credible, 
professionally produced journalism.

In the face of misinformation and 
disinformation and threats to Cana-
dian sovereignty, identity, and unity, 
there is an urgent need to protect and 
control Canadian trusted, verified IP 
and to keep its value in Canada for Ca-
nadians.

Fact-based, fact-checked trust-
ed journalistic content is vital to a 
healthy democracy, and there are con-
crete steps that can be taken to safe-
guard this pillar of our democracy. 

First, clearly and unequivocally 
state that there will be no text and da-
ta-mining exception. 

Second, use the power of the feder-
al procurement purse to ensure these 
companies stop stealing creator con-
tent through robust supplier commit-
ments. 

Third, align with the UK competi-
tion authority’s approach, which gives 
publishers an opt-out to control how 
news content is surfaced in Google’s 
AI answers. 

Fourth, have the Minister of Indus-

try direct the Competition Bureau to 
conduct a market study into Google’s 
AI/search crawler. 

Fifth, introduce and pass bad bot 
legislation similar to the Stealth Bot 
Prohibition Act, which is currently 
before the U.S. Congress.

National Newspaper Week 2026 
celebrates the people behind the news 
and reminds Canadians that trusted 
journalism is produced by real jour-
nalists, who report, investigate, ver-
ify, and write it. This year’s program 
introduces “Al Gorithm”, a fictional 
character that highlights an increas-
ingly important distinction: an algo-
rithm can decide what you see, but it 
doesn’t sit through a council meeting, 
interview a local business owner, cov-
er a championship game or hold deci-
sion-makers accountable.

With the industrial scale theft of 
copyright-protected news content 
by AI companies and threats to our 
cultural and digital sovereignty from 
the U.S., our federal government can 
help sustain real journalism by real 
journalists by maintaining the On-
line News Act (which is seeing $100 
million flowing annually from Goo-
gle to news businesses), maintaining 
the Canadian Journalism Labour 
Tax Credit at 35 per cent, maintain-
ing the Local Journalism Initiative, 
and earmarking 25 per cent of federal 
advertising spending to trusted news 
outlets.

Digital and cultural sovereign-
ty matter. Canadian stories matter. 
Facts matter. Real journalists matter.

Op-ed: Real journalists matter in an AI world
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U.S. president Donald 
Trump has been nothing 
but disruptive in terms 
of Canada’s relationship 
with its closest neigh-
bour.

And his tariff tan-
trums have sown sim-
ilar chaos in trade 
around the world.

But in all the disrup-
tion Trump sends a 
message — not one he 
probably realizes — that 
the U.S. system puts 
too much power in the 
hands of one person. 
And when that person is 
prone to tantrums and 
worse if things do not go 
their way, relationships 
can become strained, 
if not damaged for de-

cades.
So, the lesson Can-

ada is learning is that 
you can’t trust that any 
trade relationship is for-
ever, so you better have 
diverse trade partners 
to buffer when someone 
like Trump rises to pow-
er.

And while details are 
short in some of the 
talks taking place, it ap-
pears Canada is taking 
the lesson to heart.

Recently, of course, 
European Commis-
sion President Ursula 
von der Leyen raised 
the possibility of Cana-
da obtaining associate 
membership in the Eu-
ropean Union.

What exactly an asso-
ciate membership would 
look like remains un-
known, but Canada has 
to be at the table to find 
out.

The same thinking 
about diversifying trade 
also has two of the 
world’s largest trading 
blocs — the European 

Union (EU) and a 12-na-
tion Indo-Pacific trade 
group — cautiously eye-
ing closer ties to circum-
vent Trump’s tariffs, 
with Canada spearhead-
ing the discussions.

The new grouping 
would potentially bring 
the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership [CPTPP] and 
the European Union to-
gether in a unified trad-
ing bloc of 1.5 billion 
people.

The EU and CPTPP 
are apparently already 
starting talks this year 
to strike an agreement 
to intertwine the supply 
chains of members like 
Canada, Mexico, Japan, 
Vietnam, Australia, and 

others with Europe, in 
a move that is certainly 
rooted in a realization 
that a Trump-led US is 
not a secure trade part-
ner.

It’s this realization, 
one feels, that is also 
a big part of Canadian 
potash company Can-
potex announcing an 
investment of $500 
million for the Neptune 
Bulk Terminals in the 
Port of Vancouver.

Canpotex, which is 
owned by Mosaic and 
Nutrien, manages rail 
cars, port terminals, 
and ships, and is cen-
tred around potash ex-
ports.

With Trump threaten-

ing to look to Commu-
nist Belarus for potash 
rather than neighbour 
Canada, another mes-
sage was sent that things 
have changed. A port 
upgrade is an important 
first step to seeking new 
markets for Canadian 
potash.

How all the new deals 
and alliances will ulti-
mately look is a question 
for the future.

But simply looking 
beyond the U.S. should 
create more diversity in 
Canada’s trade future, 
and for that we will 
need to thank Trump for 
giving us the impetus to 
seek out more reliable 
alliances.

Canada makes moves to circumvent Trump

Crop Report: Sept. 22 to 28
By MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

Submitted

Warm, dry weather meant excellent combining 
conditions that allowed producers across Sas-
katchewan to make substantial harvest progress 
this week. An estimated 63 per cent of the pro-
vincial crop has now been harvested, up 22 per 
cent from last week. Harvest progress remains 
behind the five-year average of 91 per cent and 
the 10-year average of 82 per cent. This continues 
to trail historical levels due to a delayed start in 
some areas.

Rainfall was limited this week, with the highest 
amounts reported in the Mount Pleasant area at 
15 millimeters (mm) and the Martin region at 12 
mm. Dry conditions meant a marginal decrease 
was reported in topsoil moisture reserves.

Harvest progress is relatively consistent across 
all regions of the province. The southwest region 
leads with 84 per cent complete, followed by the 

west-central and southeast regions at 69 and 57 
per cent complete, respectively. The northwest 
region has reached 53 per cent completion, the 
east-central region has 52 per cent, while the 
northeast is 49 per cent harvested. Producers 
across Saskatchewan continue to take advantage 
of the warm, dry conditions as harvest advances 
steadily toward completion.

Winter cereals, pulse crops and spring-seeded 
cereals continue to account for most of the har-
vest progress across Saskatchewan. Winter cereal 
harvest is now essentially complete. Producers 
have made substantial gains on pulse and spring 
cereal crops as warm, dry conditions have sup-
ported uninterrupted harvesting operations.

Livestock water availability remains favourable 
across Saskatchewan, with 93 per cent of produc-
ers reporting no current or expected shortages. 
Six per cent reported moderate shortages and one 
per cent anticipated future shortages. Concerns 
regarding water quality were limited, with eight 

per cent of respondents citing issues, primarily 
due to algae in some water sources. Producers 
also reported that adequate rainfall has support-
ed water supplies by keeping dugouts full.

This week, most of the crop damage was caused 
by high winds. Some producers reported winds 
strong enough to blow swaths away. The other mi-
nor reports of crop damage were caused by some 
localized flooding, frost, waterfowl and wildlife.  

As warm, dry conditions persist across the 
province, the risk of machinery fires remains ele-
vated. Producers are reminded to take appropri-
ate fire prevention measures, including carrying 
fire suppression equipment, regularly cleaning 
combines and other machinery, and exercising 
caution when working around powerlines. Motor-
ists are also encouraged to remain alert and use 
caution when sharing roadways with agricultural 
equipment during harvest operations.

A complete, printable version of the Crop Re-
port is available online.
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Sask. transfers mineral rights 
to First Nations

By MINISTRY OF 
GOV’T RELATIONS

Submitted

The Government of Saskatchewan 
has approved the transfer of addi-
tional Crown mineral rights to the 
Government of Canada in support 
of Treaty Land Entitlement (TLE) 
agreements with Ahtahkakoop Cree 
Nation, Carry the Kettle Nakoda Na-
tion and Pasqua First Nation.

“These mineral rights transfers 
support the Treaty Land Entitlement 
process and the creation of reserve 
land,” Minister Responsible for First 
Nations, Métis and Northern Affairs 
Eric Schmalz said. “Saskatchewan 
will continue working with First Na-
tions and Canada to advance these 
agreements and support the reserve 
creation process.”

The approval includes approxi-
mately 194.25 hectares (480 acres) of 
Crown mineral rights associated with 
Ahtahkakoop Cree Nation’s TLE set-
tlement agreement. As the first min-
eral rights transfer under the nation’s 
2022 agreement, the approval marks 
an early step in moving eligible lands 
through the reserve creation process.

Carry the Kettle Nakoda Nation will 
receive an additional 65.15 hectares 
(161 acres) of Crown mineral rights 
through the transfer. This brings the 
total Crown mineral rights approved 
for transfer under the nation’s TLE 
agreement to approximately 13,440 
hectares (33,210 acres).

An additional 64.75 hectares (160 
acres) of Crown mineral rights has 
also been approved in connection 
with Pasqua First Nation’s TLE agree-
ment. This brings the total Crown 

mineral rights approved for transfer 
under the agreement to approximate-
ly 1,841 hectares (4,549 acres).

The TLE process involves Saskatch-
ewan, Canada and Entitlement First 
Nations that did not receive all the 
reserve land they were entitled to un-
der Treaty. Through TLE agreements, 
First Nations can acquire land that 
may then be transferred to reserve 
status through the reserve creation 
process. Saskatchewan works with 
First Nations and Canada to support 
this process in accordance with the 
agreements.

As of September 2026, approxi-
mately 900,970 acres of land has 
transferred to reserve in Saskatche-
wan under TLE agreements.

To learn more about Treaty Land 
Entitlement in Saskatchewan, visit: 
saskatchewan.ca.
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Continued from 1
“On behalf of the 

RCMP, we wish to thank 
everyone for being here, 
we are amazed at the 
turnout,” he said. “We 
feel it is important to be 
here and to be with the 
children and to remem-

ber those that made it 
home from residential 
schools and the ones 
that didn’t.”

Moving along the 
route of the walk, anoth-
er stop was made out-
side the Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church to 

hear a testimonial from 
Christina Gamble. 

Ms. Gamble’s former 
husband is a residential 
school survivor and she 
spoke about the impact 
his experience had on 
their lives and that of 
their family. 

Jeanine Sakebow, one 
of the Kisikohk School 
employees, spoke about 
lifestyle choices and 
about breaking the cy-
cle begun by residential 
schools.

Upon arrival back at 
the Memorial Park, the 
RCMP invited everyone 
to join in the barbecue 
hosted by the Detach-
ment and local peace-
keepers. 

Under the watchful 
eye of Elders Barney 
Tipewan and Jane Tipe-
wan, signs of communi-

ty healing were mixed in 
with the carefree chatter 
of hundreds of school 

children mingling and 
visiting before heading 
back to their respective 

schools and, ultimately, 
home to their families at 
the end of the day.

Orange Shirt Day draws large crowd in Spiritwood

Terry Fox Walks honour a legacy
By JORDAN TWISS

Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Students from W.P. Sandin High 
School and Shellbrook Elementary 
School gathered on Sept. 21 to cel-
ebrate 46 years of the legacy left by 
Terry Fox and his Marathon of Hope.

While in past years the schools have 
opted not to do any fundraising and 
instead focused on education, this 
year they asked students to donate 
“Toonies for Terry.” This initiative al-
lowed the schools to donate $500 to 
the Canadian Cancer Society.

Meanwhile, in Canwood, teacher 
Kylie Hauta and the Grade 12 class 
turned the Terry Fox Walk into an 
event, including a meal prepared by 
Dyan Nordquist and the Grade 12s.

With the support of pledges and do-
nors, as well as sponsors like Neigh-
bourhood Caterers, J&R Meats, Ed-
die’s Twisted Grill, Tait Insurance, 
Woodland Pharmacy, Lake Country 
Co-op, Cargill, and Affinity Credit 
Union, the day raised $2,070.56 for 
the Terry Fox Foundation.

In the Spiritwood area, Leoville 
Central School hosted an impres-
sive Terry Fox fundraiser on Sept. 
22, raising $5,012 for the Terry Fox 
Foundation. This total was bolstered 
by a $1,000 donation from former 

principal Mr. Yves Cote.
Spiritwood’s elementary schools — 

Hartley Clark and Rivier — also had 
successful Terry Fox Walks on Sept. 
28, raising $3,740 for the Terry Fox 

Foundation with support from Pros-
perity Credit Union. At Rivier, the 
top fundraiser was Grade 3 student 
Brayden, who brought in $420 and 
will now get to serve as the school’s 

principal for a day.
Terry Fox began his Cross-Canada 

Marathon of Hope in April of 1980, 
starting from St. John’s, Nfld. His 
initial goal was to raise $1 million, 
but the support he received from 
Canadians caused him to set a more 
optimistic goal of $24 million (at the 
time, $1 from every Canadian).

Fox was forced to quit his run 
outside of Thunder Bay, Ont., and 
he succumbed to lung cancer nine 
months later. But by the following 
April, he had nearly reached his $24 
million goal.

Apart from raising funds and 
awareness, Fox also inspired others, 
like Canadian Rick Hansen, to take 
up his mantle, allowing his legacy to 
live on.

Since it was founded in 1988, the 
Terry Fox Foundation has raised 
more than $1 billion for cancer re-
search, thanks in no small part to 
the annual Terry Fox runs held by 
schools across Canada.

Cst. Dalton Bill of the Spiritwood RCMP detach-
ment serves up another round of hot dogs for 
the walk participants.

Students and staff from Kisikohk School at Witchekan Lake First Nation 
show off their Every Child Matters shirts.

Hartley Clark Students celebrate 
during the school’s Terry Fox Walk.

Leoville’s students had an RCMP 
escort during their Terry Fox Walk.

Rivier Students pause for a photo 
during their Terry Fox Walk.

Shellbrook Elementary School and W.P. Sandin High School did they Terry Fox Walk together. 



By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

A piece of Blaine 
Lake’s history and iden-
tity received new life 
in recent weeks, as the 
Town of Blaine Lake 

undertook a project to 
restore murals painted 
on buildings through-
out the community.

The murals were orig-
inally painted in 2004 
as part of the Blaine 
Lake Centennial Proj-
ect. They were designed 

by a group of local and 
area artists, includ-
ing Doreen Kalmakoff, 
Mike Raymer, Marg 
Pool, Lynne Fahlman, 
and Rosemarie Banda.

“The Town decided 
to restore the murals 
as part of the Strate-
gic Plan of growth and 
attraction for Blaine 
Lake,” said Town 
of Blaine Lake CAO 
Louanne Roschuk. 

“Council wanted to 
refresh the murals in 
honour of the residents 
who took time and vol-
unteer hours to paint 
the murals representing 
images for the ‘Gateway 
to the Lakes.’”

To return the 22-year-
old murals to their for-
mer vibrant colour, the 
Town of Blaine Lake 
commissioned Alber-
ta-based mural artist 
Robert Murray to un-
dertake the restoration 
efforts.

Murray restored three 
murals in total: two on 
the grocery store and 
one at 1st Avenue East. 

Roschuk says the 
town plans to bring 
him back in the spring 
to continue the resto-
ration project.

A lover of art since 
the age of five, Murray 
says he was fortunate 
to have parents who en-
couraged him to pursue 
it as a career path. 

Over the past 25 years, 
he says his painting was 
constantly evolving, 
until he painted his first 
mural for his mother at 
a local senior’s centre 
and “caught the bug.”

“I’ve painted more 
than 2,000 murals in 
the last seven years and 
I still get excited, be-
cause each one’s a new 
project, a new opportu-
nity, and a new scene. I 
don’t like repeating my-
self.”

Originally from Nova 
Scotia, Murray says he 
moved to Alberta and 
immediately fell in love 
with its wilderness. 

This love is reflected 
in his artwork, which 
often features the prov-
ince’s mountains, lakes, 
and rivers.

With family roots in 
Saskatchewan as well, 
Murray says taking on 
the Blaine Lake res-
toration project was 
somewhat of a home-
coming.

“It was an honour for 

me to add my touch to 
the work; not to rein-
vent it, but just to en-
hance what was already 
created,” he said.

“The restoration pro-
cess is quite unique 
because you have a 

template on the wall. It 
makes my job a lot eas-
ier, just following the 
pattern, creating the co-
lours, bringing out the 
richness of these mu-
rals, and making them 
look as real as possible.”

Blaine Lake murals given new life

Leask Legion donates to 
Wheatland Lodge

By VALERIE PRIESTLEY
Leask Legion

The Leask Legion #79 hosted a 
100th Anniversary Celebration on 
July 17th. A supper sponsored by the 
Legion, as well as entertainment by 
Larry Krause was enjoyed by all who 
attended. 

A draw was also made for our Le-
gion 50/50 lottery for $1,000. The 
lucky winner was Edna Toth.  Con-
gratulations, Edna. 

Proceeds from supper tickets were 
donated to the activity department 
at Wheatland Lodge. A cheque for 
$455 was presented to Melissa Sk-
wark on Sept. 16.

Rosemarie Banda, Marg Pool and Darleen Kal-
makoff work on the original mural outside 
what was then the Rosemarie’s Fashion build-
ing in 2004.
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Mural artist Robert Murray recently renewed 
murals in Blaine Lake.

The Leask Legion recently donated $455 to Wheatland Lodge. From left 
to right: Bev Toth, Hubert Smith, Melissa Skwark, Valerie Priestley, Sue 
Nelson, Derek Derman, and Alice Smith.

Spiritwood Public Library had a busy afternoon on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 23. First was the Early Dismissal Balloon Hovercraft program. The 
hovercraft was decorated, then assembled using a balloon to replicate 
how a hovercraft works. Following that was Lego Club, with the chal-
lenge of creating different kinds of vehicles. Fun was had by all. 
� By HEATHER GATZKE, Branch Librarian

Spiritwood Library 
activity highlights
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

Premier Scott Moe 
has laid out his ambi-
tious vision for nuclear 
power to become a key 
component of Saskatch-
ewan’s power grid.

During a press con-
ference at the Universi-
ty of Saskatchewan last 
week, Premier Moe un-
veiled his government’s 
new plan for long-term 
energy security and 
economic growth, ti-
tled Delivering Energy 
Security Through Nu-
clear Power. 

The new plan builds 
upon the government’s 
Saskatchewan First En-
ergy Security Strategy 
and Supply Plan and 
establishes a nuclear 
power production goal 
of at least 2,600 mega-
watts by 2050. 

For context, recent 
daily averages peg 
SaskPower’s daily sys-

tem demand at 2,981 
megawatts. The record 
for most power use was 
3,910 megawatts, set on 
Dec. 30, 2021.

“We’re charting a 
path forward for one of 
the largest energy and 
economic development 
opportunities in our 
province’s history,” Pre-
mier Moe said during 
the news conference.

“Six-hundred mega-
watts can power the 
equivalent of Saskatch-
ewan’s two largest cit-
ies, Regina and Saska-
toon; 2,600 megawatts 
could power the equiv-
alent of 2.6 million 
homes.”

The government’s 
plan focuses on four 
priorities for nuclear 
development:  

1. Building the elec-
tricity capacity for 
long-term growth. 

2. Incorporating large 
nuclear reactors into 
electricity supply plan-
ning.  

3. Continuing nucle-
ar development in Es-
tevan.  

4. Building on nucle-
ar capabilities already 
established. 

In addition to con-
tinuing to explore 
construction of two 
300-megawatt small 
modular reactors — at 
the government’s re-
cent selection of the 
Rafferty site near Es-
tevan as the location 
for further study — 
the government’s new 
strategy includes plans 
for two large-scale nu-
clear reactors, with a 
goal of having the first 
one coming online by 
2042.

While locations for 
the large-scale reactors 
have yet to be chosen, 
it’s been suggested that 
they will be placed in 
the northwest of the 
province and Premier 
Moe has said they could 
be in locations along 
the North Saskatche-

wan River.
Premier Moe has yet 

to comment on the cost 
of the plan, noting only 
that the cost to build 
nuclear reactors has 
dropped as they become 
more commonplace, 
and that funding could 
come through private 
sector investment.

“Reliable, affordable 
power is essential for 
Saskatchewan families 
to thrive and for busi-

nesses and communi-
ties to grow,” Premier 
Moe said in a statement. 

“With our world-class 
uranium resources, 
skilled workforce and 
growing nuclear exper-
tise, Saskatchewan has 
everything we need to 
be a global leader in 
nuclear energy. This 
ambitious plan turns 
that potential into ac-
tion - strengthening our 
energy security, attract-

ing investment, and 
building a strong nucle-
ar future right here at 
home.”

According to its own 
timeline, SaskPower is 
expected to make its 
final decision on the 
location for the Hitachi 
BWRX-300 small mod-
ular reactors by the end 
of the year. The first of 
the two planned units 
is supposed to come on-
line by the mid-2030s.

Sask. bets big on nuclear power

By JORDAN CLARK
Shellbrook Pentecostal Assembly

We are all going to die. Did you 
know that?

Our little town was reminded of 
this looming truth in the last few 
weeks with the devastating reality of 
death when a young life was cut too 
short by a car accident. 

I had the privilege of officiating my 
first funeral as the pastor of Shell-
brook Pentecostal Assembly when 
my father-in-law passed away at the 
end of August. A full life lived, and a 
life cut too short, one died of cancer, 
another died of a reckless car acci-
dent. We are all going to die.

“But when this corruptible puts on 
the incorruptible, and this mortal 
puts on immortality, then will come 
about the word that is written, ‘Death 
is swallowed up in victory. But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ!’” (1 
Corinthians 15:54, 57 LSB)

Paul is talking about the second 
coming of Christ and reminding the 
church in Corinth that all of human-
ity will live eternally after this life. 
Death exists because sin entered the 
world through Adam and Eve. We 
are all imperfect, we all struggle with 
sin, we all (at times) fear death and 
think about “the next life.” There is a 
wonderful answer to this reality, His 
name is Jesus.

Paul reinstates those who believe in 
Jesus, those who have faith in Jesus, 
will have victory over death through 
Christ. They will live eternally in vic-

tory through the perfect life, the hor-
rific death, and the amazing miracle 
of Christ’s resurrection—those who 
are with Christ will follow Him in 
victory. 

Those who are not in Christ will 
live in darkness, eternal hell. This is 
the choice we all must make; do we 
repent and turn to Christ, accepting 
His love, His truth, His grace? He is 
offering a gift of salvation, a gift of 
eternal glory, eternal life with Him 
and a gift (an answer) to the horrif-
ic nature of death. Christ died in our 
place so that we have life abundantly.

“Death is swallowed up in victory, 
but thanks be to God, who gives us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ—Death where is your sting?” 

In Christ, we don’t fear death, In 
Christ, we don’t mourn like the world. 
When my father-in-law passed away, 
I was sad, I miss him, my children 
no longer have a grandpa, but I also 
celebrated because one day I will see 
him again. 

Why? Because he believed in Je-
sus, because I believe in Jesus, and 
he is now with Jesus. We are saved 
through our Faith in Christ Alone.

If you need help, if you have ques-
tions, if you need prayer (regardless 
of if you believe or not) please know 
that you can reach out to me and I 
would love to meet you, to pray with 
you — there is hope in this hopeless 
world and His name is Jesus.

“Jesus *said to him, ‘I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father but through 
Me.’” (John 14:6, LSB)

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 10am - 5pm; Wednesday 
10am - 5pm; Thursday  1pm to 5pm; Friday 10am - 5pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10am - 4pm; Thursday 
10am - 4pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 11am - 4pm; Wednesday 
11 am  - 4 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 1pm - 6pm; Thursday 1pm - 
6pm; Friday 1pm - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm. Contact us for more info 306-
497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 11:30am - 5:30pm; Wednesday 11:30am 
- 4:30pm; Thursday 11:30am - 4:30pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library Hours: Tuesday 
9:30am - 4pm; Wednesday 10:30am - 5pm; Phone: 306-468-2501
Debden: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10am - 4pm; Wednesday 12pm - 
6pm.  Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 9am - 2pm; 
Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Friday 10am - 1pm
Marcelin: Wapiti Library - Saturday 10am - 2pm; Thursday 2pm - 8pm. 
For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
Shellbrook: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 
Railway Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2pm - 6pm; 
Tuesday 2pm - 8pm; Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Thursday 12pm - 6pm; Friday 10 
am - 5pm (Story Time 10:30am - 11:30am); Saturday 10am - 4pm. 

~
BIG RIVER: Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting – Every Wednesday, 7:30 pm @ 
Train Station in Big River (Railway Avenue)

~
SHELLBROOK: The November Project – An Act of Remembrance. Journey 
through the Second World War via a Canadian soldier’s love letters home paired 
with wartime songs. Lyrics provided – sing along if you wish. Free Admission 
– Donations welcome. Fri., October 23, 7pm @ Canwood Legion; Sat., October 
24, 7pm @ Shellbrook Legion (Cash bar); Sun., October 25, 2pm @ Parkland 
Integrated Health Centre. Doors open 30 minutes before each performance. For 
more info: 306-747-3769 or FB Shellbrook Legion Branch 111. Sponsored by 
Beau “Lac” Funeral Home & Crematorium

Triple your advertising
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

Good News
~

O death; where is your sting!?



The Toronto Blue Jays’ 
2026 season was as for-
getful as the 2025 cam-
paign was memorable.

What went wrong?
The Jays went to an 

extra inning in Game 7 
of the 2025 World Series 
before falling to Los An-
geles Dodgers, leaving 
their fans in despair but 
expecting nothing but 
another run toward the 
championship in 2026.

But then the 2026 sea-
son started and if you 
were to ask for a defini-
tion of mediocrity, the 
Jays would be front and 
centre. On May 1, they 
were two games under 
.500, at 15-17.  

By Aug. 1, they were 
seven games under .500 
(52-59) but amazingly 
still alive in the chase for 
one of the three Ameri-
can League wildcard po-
sitions. 

Basically, however, the 
Jays treaded water for 
most of the second half 
of the season, coming 
close to that wildcard 
spot, but eventually fall-
ing short.

So who or what was to 
blame?

Certainly not rookie 
Kazuma Okamoto, the 

sensational Japanese 
third baseman who led 
the Jays in home runs 
with 33 (but struck out 
every third at-bat). 

Certainly not pitcher 
Dylan Cease, a strong 
contender for the A.L. 
Cy Young Award who 
won 11 games, posted 
an earned-run average 
among the league lead-
ers, struck out almost 
13 per nine innings and 
gave the Jays a chance to 
win every time he took 
the mound. 

Certainly not reliever 
Louis Varland, the team’s 
solid closer. Certainly not 
young hitters who blos-
somed in 2026, Nathan 
Lukes, Bret Bateman and 
Ernie Clement.

A large chunk of the 
blame must fall on the 
$500 million man, 
Vladimir Guerrero, Jr., 
who had a sensational 
post-season last year and 
had fans salivating about 
a huge, huge, huge 2026. 

Instead, Vladdy’s sea-
son popped like a balloon 
meeting a needle. He 
didn’t hit a home run in 
Toronto until mid-Sep-
tember, finishing with 
nine overall, a far cry 
from the combined 52 he 

hit during the previous 
two seasons. 

Addison Barger, who 
hit 21 homers as a rook-
ie in 2025, had only 22 
at-bats in 2026 while 
dealing with a series of 
injuries. Slugger Antho-
ny Santander missed the 
whole year.

Bo Bichette’s depar-
ture didn’t help either. 
The infielder, who signed 
with the Mets, batted 
.311 with an .840 OPS in 
2025.

Cease and Jose Soria-
no, who was acquired at 
the trade deadline, were 
the only dependable 
Jays’ starters. 

Injuries played a big 
role, sidelining Trey Ye-
savage, Patrick Corbin, 
Cody Ponce, Shane Bie-

ber and Max Scherzer for 
all or parts of the season. 
Overall, Schneider used 
39 pitchers (not counting 
position players thrown 
to the wolves during 
blowouts) and Jays’ fans 
covered their eyes when 
most of them trekked to 
the mound.

Things have to be bet-
ter in 2027. Guerrero, Jr., 
can’t possibly be as ane-
mic at the plate as he was 
in 2026. 

Barger will be back, 
but George Springer may 
be lost to free agency. 
Soriano and Cease give 
the Jays a strong starting 
pitching core.

Jays’ fans hope ‘mem-
orable’ is the adjective 
describing 2027.

• Steve Simmons of the 
Toronto Sun: “The Blue 
Jays have finished first 
in the American League 
East seven times in 50 
seasons. The Atlanta 
Braves have finished first 
in the National League 
East seven times since 
Alex Anthopoulos went 
there from Toronto in 
2018.”

• Super 70s Sports: 
“Remember when Ed-
win Moses was a sweet 
hurdling star? He won 

122 races in a row, jump-
ing over barriers while 
looking like a founding 
member of Earth, Wind 
& Fire.”

• Another one from 
Super 70s Sports: “Rob-
ert Wadlow, the world’s 
tallest man, was sadly 
born 40 years too soon to 
achieve his true destiny 
of averaging three points 
a game off the bench for 
the Clippers.”

• Late manager Earl 
Weaver of the Baltimore 
Orioles: “The key to win-
ning baseball games is 
pitching, fundamentals, 
and three-run homers.” 

• Cathal Kelly of the 
Globe and Mail, on play-
ers like Connor Helle-
buyck ‘whining their 
way out of’ Winnipeg’: 
“Maybe they could entice 
recruits by offering win-
ter hardship bonuses. 
(Kevin) Cheveldayoff can 
swing by every morning 
and clear the snow off 
the players’ cars.”

• Janice Hough of left-
coastsportsbabe.com: 
“Los Angeles Dodgers 
starting pitcher Tarik 
Skubal’s yearly salary: 
$32 million. The entire 
combined salaries (if 
they were on the roster 

all year) of the SF Giants 
starting lineup, includ-
ing their starting pitch-
er?  $7.5 million.”

• Janice Hough again: 
“Watching Congressio-
nal Women’s Softball 
Game, now 12-7 in the 
5th. This feels too much 
like watching the SF Gi-
ants bullpen.”

• Cathal Kelly again, on 
Vladimir Guerrero, Jr.’s 
horrendous 2026 season: 
“He’s transformed in the 
space of a year from Babe 
Ruth to Mario Mendoza.”

• Headline at theonion.
com: “Desperate Taylor 
Swift Asking Everyone 
In Parking Lot For Spare 
Ticket To Chiefs Game”

• fark.com headline: 
“Team with the second 
highest payroll in base-
ball clinches last place in 
the NL East. Way to go 
Mets.”

• Steve Simmons 
again “Why are the Mets 
the Mets? They trad-
ed a 19-year-old (Pete) 
Crow-Armstrong (NL 
MVP favourite) to the 
Cubs at the deadline 
in 2021 and got next to 
nothing for him.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

Blue Jays’ season disappoints fans

U18 Elks drop two games to start season
By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

The U18 AA Parkland Elks 
kicked off their 2026-2027 
regular season with a busy 
weekend of hockey at the Rich-
ardson Pioneer Recreation 
Centre, hosting the Prince Al-
bert Timberwolves on Friday, 
Oct. 2, and the Saskatoon Sa-
bercats on Sunday, Oct. 4.

Elks (4) vs Wolves (7)
After a smoke and light show 

introduced this year’s Elks ros-
ter, the team quickly got down 
to business and settled into 
the game’s fast-paced rhythm, 
eventually drawing first blood 
on a goal from Jaxson Boyer, 
assisted by Owen Hansen.

The Wolves quickly fired 
back with two goals to take the 
lead. But a late Elks goal from 
Hansen, assisted by Merek 
Tait and Boyer saw the period 
end with the score tied 2-2.

The second period began 
with a goalless stretch of near-
ly 8 minutes, until the Elks got 
themselves into penalty trou-
ble and the Wolves made them 
pay by scoring back-to-back 

goals less than 20 seconds 
apart.

The Wolves added another 
goal late in the period to surge 
ahead 5-2, but the Elks closed 
out the frame with two goals 
to make it a game again. Han-
sen scored the first goal, un-

assisted, while Gabe Wadham 
scored the second goal on the 
power play with assists from 
Davin Hart.

Much like the second period, 
the third frame saw the teams 
play to a draw in the opening 
minutes, until an Elks penal-

ty allowed the Wolves to get 
on the board and extend their 
lead to 6-4.

With time winding down 
in the game, the Elks pulled 
their goalie on a power play in 
hopes of closing the gap. In-
stead, a shorthanded empty 

net goal sealed a 7-4 win for 
the Wolves.

Elks (1) vs. Cats (4)
Returning to the ice to face 

off against the Saskatoon Sa-
bercats on Sunday afternoon, 
the Elks were flat through the 
first period, allowing the Sa-
bercats to score the only goal 
of the period.

With the benefit of a power 
play near the midway point of 
the second period, the Elks 
tied the score up at 1-1 on a 
goal from Jaxson Boyer, as-
sisted by Gabe Wadham and 
Logan Fisher. But the Saber-
cats had the last laugh in the 
period, scoring late to take a 
2-1 lead into the third period.

The Elks remained flat 
throughout the third, firing 
just seven shots on goal. 

Meanwhile, the Sabercats 
blasted 16 pucks at Elks net-
minder Liam Bergen, adding 
two more goals to their tally to 
take a 4-1 victory.

This Friday, Oct. 9, the Elks 
will look for their first win of 
the season as they host the 
Saskatoon Riverkings. Puck 
drop for the game is at 7:30 
p.m.

Elks players Burke Florence (left), Owen Hansen (middle) and Jaxson Boyer celebrate 
the team’s first goal of the season.
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Born March 24th, 
2010, to Sean and 
Brandee Anderson in 
Estevan, SK. Brooklyn 
completed their family 
after two older broth-
ers Dylan and Brody. 
Her name was chosen 
by her oldest brother 
Dylan, and her mother 
while watching T.V. one 
night, a “Brooklyn Lee” 
rolled in the credits and 
Dylan said that’s what 
her name was going to 
be. 

Brookie was a beau-
tiful Spit-Fire of a child 
with the most piercing 
blue eyes. From the 
time she could vocal-
ize she would growl at 

people, which became 
her signature trade-
mark. This later evolved 
into her many interest-
ing and creative facial 
expressions that she 
shared with everybody. 

Brookie started out in 
dance, hockey, ball, and 
gymnastics in Estevan. 
After moving to Shell-
brook, she continued 
to dance, play hockey 
and play ball. Once she 
started high school, 
she picked up volley-
ball, badminton and 
track. The thrill of the 
most aggressive sports 
stole her heart. In the 
third or fourth grade, 
a horse showed up at 
Grandma and Grandpa 
Andersons farm, so she 
decided to take horse-
back riding lessons. As 
she got more into hock-
ey, she decided to play 
with the boys, because 
the girls hockey was 
too boring. She mainly 
played goalie because 
she really didn’t like 
skating and she became 
a very good goalie. In 
the spring, she would 
play ball. When she 

was little, she played 
back-catcher, pitcher, 
and first base. This year 
she played ball with 
the U17A aces and she 
loved it. She pitched 
and played first base for 
them. She was already 
signed up and excited 
to play again with them 
next year.

When Brooklyn was 
ten, one of her favourite 
shows was Heartland. 
Grandma Anderson 
and Aunty Becky took 
her on a trip to Alber-
ta. While on a trail ride, 
Brooklyn looked down 
into the canyon and 
identified the film set 
from her Heartland. 
She was able to pick out 
all the buildings and 
even got photos with 
some of the buildings 
they filmed in. 

At only ten years old, 
Brooklyn discovered 
the art of baking and 
wasn’t afraid to try any 
recipe. She even made 
knotted garlic pretzel 
bread. Her dad would 
tell her to clean her 
room or make bread. 
She always chose the 

bread. At 12, Brooklyn 
took on the immense job 
of baking the cupcakes 
for her aunty’s wedding. 
She happily took on this 
challenge and creat-
ed a beautiful table of 
cupcakes. She was a bit 
sassy and often liked to 
tell her Home Ec. teach-
er that they were “doing 
it wrong”. 

At the end of the 
eighth grade, she was 
injured to the point of 
almost not being able to 
walk. She had to be on 
crutches and then used 
a cane. During this 
time, she was essen-
tially home-schooled as 
she brought all her work 
home and only went to 
the school when neces-
sary (her mom is not a 
teacher). She did this 
to reduce her move-
ment helping her heal 
faster. Unfortunate-
ly, that was the end of 
her hockey career. She 
was unable to do any 
sports for around eight 
months which did not 
make her happy. Due to 
her injury, she missed a 
ball season which didn’t 
impress her. When she 
did finally go back to 
ball, she could no longer 
back catch. 

Patience was not her 
virtue, so when it came 
time for her to get her 
learners license hav-
ing a spring birthday 
created some prob-
lems. She turned 15 in 
the spring but couldn’t 
take drivers ed until the 
fall. So, she challenged 
the exam and got her 
learners. She practiced 
driving a lot, so when 
her 16th birthday fi-
nally came, she passed 
her drivers exam on the 
first try. She would not 
wait for dad to help her 
do things. If she wanted 
something done and he 

didn’t do it right away, 
she’d rip it apart herself. 
Once, Brooklyn asked 
her dad to help her re-
move her loft bed and 
he agreed to do when 
he got home. When he 
returned home from 
work, it was already sit-
ting out on the lawn. 

Brooklyn’s love of an-
imals was enormous. 
She always had dogs 
and cats. She even tem-
porarily had a horse. 
When the time came 
and the horse had to be 
returned to its rightful 
owner, she was devas-
tated. 

She had a kind soul 
and brought happiness 
to many. She had a wide 
circle of friends, which 
she would do anything 
for. She volunteered at 
the nursing home. She 
loved the residents and 
they loved her. 

In June of the ninth 
grade, she started work-
ing at Bigway. At the 
time both her brothers 
also worked there. She 
was a staff and a cus-
tomer favourite. Never 
intimidated, she wasn’t 
afraid to roll her eyes 
and give sarcastic com-
ments to the staff, and 
they always joined in 
with her.

She already had her 
sights set on nursing 
when she was done with 
school. A role she would 
have been amazing at 
with all her compassion 
and caring nature. 

She went on the 
school travel club trip 
to Greece and Italy 
and filled her summer 
with friends, work, the 
lake, family time, golf-
ing, fishing, camping, 
and was constantly 
planning her schedule 
around Brody’s hock-
ey schedule. She was 
planning Brody’s home 

opener game around 
the freshie party. 

She was so excited to 
be going into grade 11 
and already planning 
when we could go grad 
dress shopping for next 
year. 

Our precious Brook-
lyn was robbed of so 
many special things 
in her life like gradua-
tion, marriage, nursing 
school, a career, and 
starting her own family. 
She had even saved her 
American Doll collec-
tion for when she had 
children.

Tragically, her life was 
cut short way too soon 
on September 12th, 
2026, by an impaired 
driver. 

We will forever miss 
her! We love you always 
Brookie!

Celebration of Life 
was held for Brooklyn 
at 2:00PM on Friday, 
September 18, 2026, at 
Shellbrook Community 
Hall, Shellbrook, SK. 
Interment followed in 
the Shellbrook Cem-
etery, Shellbrook, SK. 
The Celebration of Life 
has a video link avail-
able on the Beau “Lac” 
Funeral Home Website.

In lieu of tributes, me-
morial donations may 
be made in memory of 
Brooklyn to the Prince 
Albert SPCA (Box 1832 
Prince Albert, SK, S6V 
6J9 or https://www.
princealbertspca.ca).

Family and friends 
wishing to send on-
line condolences are 
welcome to visit www.
beaulacfuneralhome.
com. Arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
the care of Beau “Lac” 
Funeral Home and 
Crematorium, Tammy 
Smart Funeral Direc-
tor, Shellbrook, SK 306-
747-2828.

Obituary
~

Brooklyn Lee Anderson A.K.A Brookie

Want to support your 
community newspaper but don’t 

have anything to advertise?
Sign up for our new 

voluntary subscription for just 
$5/month + GST

For more information or to register, 
please contact our office:

P: 306-747-2442  |  E: chads@sbchron.com
The Chronicle & Herald will still be picked up from community 
pick-up bins as usual and will remain free for non-subscribers.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald 

Remember that time when Amazon sponsored your 
church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of Girl Guide 
cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza to your 
child’s soccer team when they won the championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.

They need our support, now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada
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Business 
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306-747-2442 • chads@sbchron.com

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded
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“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & pre-arrangements available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEaRING CENTRE

HEARING

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook � 306-747-2896
Canwood � 306-468-2227
Leask � 306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

insurance

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

LAWYER

Shelley Cannon, in person,
by appointment

NEW LOCATION:
236 Main St., Spiritwood
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700 or
scannon@novuslaw.ca

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

LAWYER

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

plumbingLAWYER

Bill Cannon, in person,
by appointment

52 Main Street, Shellbrook
306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

One-Year Term: 
$600 + GST ($11.54/week) 

6-Month Term: 
$450 + GST ($17.31/week)

Call Today:
306-747-2442

real estate

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL – FARM

Bevra Fee, Realtor®
(306) 883-7058
RE/MAX OF THE BATTLEFORDS

each office independently owned & operated

bevrafee@sasktel.net
SPIRITWOOD’S 

REALTOR®...
SERVING THE 

REGION!

1391 100th St
NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK

S9A 0V9
Office: (306) 446-8800

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

One-Year Term: $1,200 + GST ($23.08 per week) 
6-Month Term: $900 + GST ($34.62 per week)

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Your Guide to 
Home Services 
and Repair 
Professionals

real estate
BUYING OR SELLING 

FARMLAND?

306-570-7743
skfarmland.ca

real estate real estate

To Sell Ag, Residential, 
Cottage & Commercial 

Properties For You!

306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca

Shawna Schira-Kroeker
Your Local Realtor™...

Working Hard ...

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated 

North Country

www.shawnaschirakroeker.com

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

SHELLBROOK
33 Main Street
SPIRITWOOD

124 1st Street East

306-747-2244 

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Angie Feige
REALTOR®

306.747.7488
PARKSIDE, SK

kafeige@sasktel.net
Providing the service you deserve!

real estate



The family of the 
late Bob Barkway 
wish to extend our 
appreciation and 
thankfulness for 
all the expressions 
of sympathy and 
support after his 
passing.
Thank you to all 

who attended the 
Celebration of Life 
service and for 
all the memorial 
donations and for 
the goodies and 
flowers brought to 
the house.
Thank you to 

the ladies of the 
O.O.R.P. for the 
lunch following the 
service.

Thank you to the 
staff at the Park-
land Integrated 
Healthcare Facility 
for their care.
Thank you to 

Delores Beaulac 
and the entire 
staff of Beau “Lac” 
Funeral Home.
– Betty Barkway, 

Gordon, Shawn, 
Terry, Michelle and 
families

The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
Phone

306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people 

weekly. 
Personal Classifieds: 

$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ per 
additional word for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches = $52.50 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

SWNA Blanket Classifieds
Reaching almost 6 million people weekly. 

Cost for 25 words:
Saskatchewan market�...............$209.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Alberta market�..........................$269.00
   Per extra word............................$8.00
Manitoba market�.......................$189.00
   Eastman...................................$119.00   
   Westman..................................$119.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Quebec market
   English�....................................$160.00
   Per extra word............................$6.00
Atlantic market�.........................$200.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Also Available: Quebec (French) �.................$967.00

Enhance Your Ad (Sask. Only)
Reaching Over 330,000 People Weekly 
Size: 2 col. x 2” .................$599.00
Size: 2 col. x 4” .................$799.00
Deadline for Booking/Material 

Friday at 4 p.m.
Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle

306-747-2442
or Email:

chads@sbchron.com
All prices plus applicable taxes. 

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in 
good faith. We advise that it is in your interest 
to investigate offers personally. Publications 
by this paper should not be taken as an 
endorsement of  the product or services offered.

The Classifieds 
Have Everything You 

Are Looking For!
Miscellaneous • Autos 

Recreation Vehicles • Livestock 
Feed ‘n Seed • Land • Houses • Pets 

Help Wanted • Employment Opportunities 
20 words for only 

$16.00 plus GST 
$8.00 for each additional week

• additional words 20¢

Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald

306-747-2442
chads@sbchron.com

HAVE FLYERS 
TO DISTRIBUTE?

Give us a call!

$70/1,000 
Inserts

($0.07 per insert)

Inquire for volume discounts
Target just one or as many communities as you’d 

like within our distribution area, including:
Shellbrook, Shellbrook RR, Holbein, Parkside, Leask, Marcelin, 

Blaine Lake, Canwood, Debden, Big River, Mont Nebo, 
Shell Lake, Spiritwood, Spiritwood RR, Leoville, Chitek Lake, 

Medstead, Rabbit Lake, Mayfair, Glenbush

Contact us for distribution quantities

Shellbrook Chronicle
& Spiritwood Herald

Contact us at:
306-747-2442 or chads@sbchron.com

www.shellbrookchronicle.com
www.spiritwoodherald.com

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SATURDAY

Medstead – 6:00 p.m. 
Shell Lake – 8:00 p.m.

SUNDAY
Spiritwood – 9:00 a.m.
Leoville – 11:00 a.m.

Chitek Lake – 1:00 p.m.
Everyone Welcome

Fr. Phinh Do 
-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every 1st & 3rd Wed. 7 pm
Spiritwood Legion Hall

Pastor Rick Martin
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
11:00 am Worship
-----------------------

Bethel
Medstead

 2nd Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
4th Sunday, 10 am - Worship

Pastor David Jensen
-----------------------

MENNONITE BRETHREN
Glenbush

10:00 am - Sunday School
Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------

PARTNERS IN WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

306-883-8885
-----------------------

LAKELAND 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

(Corner of 1st Ave. and 
4th St., Spiritwood)

Sun., 11 am - Worship 
Service & Sunday School

Pastor Michael Kluthe
306-883-2380

Praise & Worship

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m. 
(in-person only)

St. John’s - Shellbrook
Sunday School, 

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
(in-person and online 

via Facebook live)
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Lorne Valuck

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 

Adult Study 9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - worship

Rev. Jordan Clark
306-850-0429

Canwood
10:30 a.m. - Worship

Pastor Lyndon Petten
587-973-2223

Leask Gospel Tabernacle
Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Josh
1-780-690-2100

------------------------
PRESBYTERIAN

Mistawasis
Sunday worship 11 a.m.

Rev. Stewart Folster
------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

11 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 am MP
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook

Sunday Service - 11 am MP
June 21, 10:30 a.m. at

St. Luke’s Mont Nebo, 
H.C. & Deconsecration 
w/ Bishop Rick Reed 

Potluck lunch to follow
Minister’s Warden: 

306-922-5159
------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

10:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes resume 

in the fall
306-469-2258
Youth Nite: 

Fridays at 7 p.m.
Mont Nebo

Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June – August)

306-468-2525
------------------------

Immanuel Lutheran
Parkside

11 a.m. - Worship
(in-person and online 

via Facebook Live)
10 a.m. - Sunday School 

------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Mariusz Zajac

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Mariusz Zajac 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
Mistawasis

1st & 3rd Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Roger Paponette

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath 

School
Sat., 11:00 am - Worship

Pastor Myshan Irving
306-747-3398

------------------------
EVENING LIGHT 

TABERNACLE
Ahtahkakoop FN

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Communion 1st Wed. 

of month
Pastor Burton Ahenakew

306-468-7537

Praise & Worship
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CARD OF THANKS

Advertising 
Deadline is

Friday 
4:00 p.m.
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(Where necessary, the following min-
utes may have been edited for brevity or 
clarity.)

The Regular Meeting of the Council of 
the Rural Municipality of Spiritwood No. 
496 was held on Tuesday, Aug. 11, 2026, 
in Council Chambers located at 218 Main 
Street in Spiritwood, Sask.

Present: Reeve — Shirley Dauvin, Divi-
sion 2 — Dale Wasden, Division 3 — Ter-
ry Wingerter, Division 4 — Steve Buban, 
Division 5 — Heather Warkentin, CAO — 
Colette Bussiere, and Foreman — Darcy 
Laventure.

Absent: Division 1— Vacant and Divi-
sion 6 — Dennis Laventure

A quorum being present the meeting 
was called to order at 8:10 a.m. by Reeve, 
Shirley Dauvin.

Council: That the Foreman’s report hav-
ing been read now be filed. Carried

Wasden: That the minutes of the July 
14, 2026, Regular Meeting of Council be 
approved as presented. Carried

Warkentin: Whereas, there is a SaskTel 
utility line located within proposed area of 
subdivision, Council directs administra-
tion to access a copy of the construction 
drawing from SaskTel for the utility line. 
Carried

Wingerter: That the Administrator’s re-
port having been read now be filed. Car-
ried

Warkentin: That the following protec-
tive service reports having been read now 
be filed: Spiritwood RCMP Quarterly Re-
port - April to June 2026; Fire Truck Re-
pair Update - July 16, 2026; and Fire Truck 
Repair Update – Aug. 3, 2026. Carried

Wingerter: That the verbal reports of 
council be accepted as presented. Carried

Warkentin: That the bank reconciliation 
for the month ending July 31, 2026 be ac-
cepted as presented. Carried

Buban: That the “List of Accounts” as 
listed on the attached Schedule “A” form-
ing part of these minutes be passed for 
payment. 

•	 Cheque No. 15596-15617 ($94,858.82)
•	 EFT No. 2025-0111 - 2025-0127 

($167,038.25)
•	 Payroll File No. 0071, 0072 & 0073 

($58,106.34). Carried
Warkentin: That the Statement of Fi-

nancial Activities for the month ending 
July 31, 2026, be approved as presented. 
Carried

Councillor Dale Wasden acknowledged 
a conflict of interest and removed himself 
from the council meeting at 10:13 a.m.

Buban: That the application to purchase 
lease land described as NE 17-49-09-W3 
be reserved until the RM can have the 
lands explored as a potential aggregate 
resource. Following the completion of the 
exploration activities, council will recon-
sider the application to purchase NE 17-
49-09-W3. Carried

Councillor Dale Wasden returned to the 
council meeting at 10:14 a.m.

Wingerter: That the application to pur-
chase lease lands described as SE 33-49-
08-W3 & SW 33-49-08-W3 be reserved 
until the RM can have the lands explored 
as a potential aggregate resource. Follow-
ing the completion of the exploration ac-
tivities, council will reconsider the appli-
cation to purchase SE 33-49-08-W3 & SW 
33-49-08-W3. Carried

Buban: Public notice was provided and 
council received two written objections 
and one verbal objection to the proposed 
single parcel subdivision regarding the 
overdevelopment of Memorial Lake.

Whereas, the Village of Shell Lake and 
the Memorial Lake Regional Park have 
both declined partnering with the RM to 
fund an environmental carrying capacity 

study on Memorial Lake; and 
The subdivision application conforms 

with the District Plan as well as the RM of 
Spiritwood’s Zoning Bylaw; and

There are no incompatible uses in the 
vicinity that are incompatible for the in-
tended use.

Be it resolved, that Council recommends 
approval of the single residential parcel 
described as Lot 12 Blk A, located on PT 
SW 01-50-08-W3 adjacent to Memorial 
Lake. Carried

Wingerter: That Council partner with 
Pelican Lake First Nations to address 
drainage issues in the area, however, it is 
the lessee’s responsibility for undertaking 
road upgrades required to provide access 
to their lease lands. Carried

Warkentin: Council consent is not re-
quired for this application, however, 
Council for the RM of Spiritwood No. 496 
supports Water Security Agency’s (WSA) 
consideration of this application should 
the applicant agree to place the sand well 
back from the water, above the top of bank 
behind a berm, retaining wall, vegetated 
buffer or enough land to ensure it cannot 
wash/erode into the waterbody as creation 
of private beaches or the addition of sand 
along the shore of a waterbody is generally 
not permitted by WSA. Carried

Wasden: That the aquatic habitat pro-
tection permit application for the creation 
of walking paths within the Environmen-
tal Reserve (ER3) within South Shore 
Ridge adjacent to Meeting Lake be tabled 
until further information can be obtained. 
Carried

Dauvin: That the Employee Benefits 
Policy be revised to allow existing employ-
ees whom receive approval for Long Term 
Disability Benefits or an approved leave 
of absence to have the option to continue 
participating in the Health & Dental Ben-

efit Program subject to the following con-
ditions: 

•	 the employee is responsible for 100% 
of the Health & Dental premium; and

•	 the employee enters into a pre-autho-
rized debit agreement for payment of 
the premiums. Carried

Wingerter: That we authorize payment 
of $15,000 to the Northern Lakes Eco-
nomic Development Corporation and that 
we allocate $100,000 for recreational 
grant funding as follows:  

•	 Town of Spiritwood - $75,000
•	 Village of Leoville - $12,500
•	 Village of Shell Lake - $12,500. Car-

ried
Wasden: That we grant a tax abatement 

in the amount of $1,045.49 for Roll 238 
000 for an administrative error relating 
to the legislated 293 land exemption.  Car-
ried

Wasden: That Shelbi Gierein be appoint-
ed to the Meeting Lake Regional Park Au-
thority for the remainder of 2026 calen-
dar year replacing Rick Doell whom has 
resigned his seat. Carried

Council: That the council meeting be 
closed to the public at 11:09 a.m. under the 
authority of Part III of The Local Authori-
ty Freedom of Information and Protection 
of Privacy Act, to go in camera to discuss 
Human Resources. Carried

CAO Colette Bussiere removed herself 
from council chambers at 11:20 a.m.

Colette Bussiere returned to council 
chambers at 11:36 a.m. The regular meet-
ing of council was out of camera and re-
sumed at 11:36 a.m.

Wasden: That the following correspon-
dence having been read now be filed: 
SARM Rural Sheaf and SARM Rural 
Dart. Carried

Wingerter: That the meeting be ad-
journed.

Minutes of an RM of Spiritwood meeting

Al Gorithm covers everything.
Except your community.
Al Gorithm decides what you see online based on your clicks, likes 
and shares. His job is to keep you scrolling. But would you trust 
him to tell you what’s happening in your community? 

Local journalists ask tough questions, investigate issues, attend 
council meetings and hold decision-makers accountable. They 
give you verified facts you can rely on.

Trust the people who report on your community.  
Celebrate local journalism.

nationalnewspaperweek.ca
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